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Jteport  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  ofServia  for  the  Tears  1900-01 
By  ViCK-CoNSUL  THE  HoN.  W.  Thesiger. 

(ReoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  Huoh  17, 1902.) 

Acoording  to  the  official  statistics  the  gross  trade  of  Servia  for  C^k>«  tmd^ 
1900  amounted  to  6,530,905/.,  as  compwed  with  5,163,636t  in  ^®^- 
1899,  an  increase  of  367,270/.    The  total  sum  for  1900  was  made 
up  as  follows :— Imports,  2,161,089/. ;  exports,  2,660,878/. ;  transit 
goods,  708,939/. 

The  total  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1901  was  estimated  at  Orou  trade, 
1,302,799/.  for  imports,  against  1,593,168/.  for  the  corresponding  n^emontlw, 
period  of  1900,  and  1,638,197/.  for  exports,  as  compared  with 
1,819,463/.  in  1900. 

The  imports  from  Austria-Hungaiy  during  1900  decreased  by 
76,305/.,  while  the  exports  from  Servia  to  that  country  increased 
by  73,434/.  in  comparison  with  1899. 

German  trade  increased  veiy  largely,  imports  showing  an 
advance  of  408,940/.,  though  the  exports  diminished  by  80,375/. 

The  ijitroduction  of  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom  shows  a 
falUng-K)fif  of  78,35121,  and  though  as  regards  imports  she  still 
keeps  her  place  as  thiid  on  the  list,  she  is  very  neany  equalled  by 
Fiance,  the  value  of  whose  imports  increased  during  1900  by 
114,519/.  Neither  country  has,  however,  anything  more  than  a 
small  share  in  the  import  trade  of  Servia,  75'09  per  cent  of  which 
is  contributed  by  Austria-Hungary  and  Germany. 

The  imports  for  1900  were  valued  at  2,161,089/.,  or  303,945/.  ImporU. 
more  than  in  1899. 

The  importation  of  the  following  articles  showed  an  increase  in  W^otuation 
value  as  compared  with  1899 : — Paper,  principally  stationery  and '"  *'*°^" 
paper  for  printing  purposes,  imported  from  Austria-Hungary, 
live-stock  and  animal  produce,  metal  goods,  hides,  leather,  powder, 
machineiy,  instruments,  arms,  and  jewellery,  agricultural  imple- 
ments, iron  and  zinc  wate.  The  importation  of  hardware  from 
the  United  Kingdom  increased  by  3,233/.,  the  total  value  for  1900 
being  5,774/1,  as  against  2,541/.  for  1899. 

The  following  imports  decreased  in  value : — ^Garden  and  am- 
cultural  produce,  chiefly  in  leaf  tobacco,  of  which  only  21,600  lbs. 
were  imported   in   1900   compared  with  302,436  lbs.  in   1899, 
(24)  A  2 
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woollen  goods,  casks,  flooring,  railway  passenger  carriages,  pro- 
visions and  wines,  rock  salt,  refined  sugar,  and  petroleum. 

The  exports  for  1900  amounted  to  2,660,878/.,  and  for  1899  to 
2,629,775/.,  an  increase  of  31,103i 

As  r^urds  garden  and  agricultural  produce  there  was  an 
increased  export  value  of  28,887/.  The  quantity  of  wheat,  rye, 
and  barley  sent  out  of  the  country  differed  but  slightly  from  the 
preceding  year,  but  the  value  of  maize  exported  rose  from  80,639/. 
in  1899  to  230,857/.  in  1900.  In  1899,  13,663  tons  of  coal  were 
exported,  and  in  1890  the  amount  increased  to  34,182  ton& 
Grease  and  tallow  were  exported  in  greatly  increased  quantities. 
The  export  of  wood  and  timber  generally  diminished  in  value,  as 
did  also  the  export  of  animals  and  animal  produce,  with  the 
exception  of  pork  and  poultry,  which  are  referred  to  again  at 
greater  length  further  on  in  this  report 


Table  showing  Value  and  Distribution  of  Import  Trade  during 
the  Years  1899-1900. 


I 


Ooontxy. 


America  •  •         •  • 
Aufttria-Hungaxy 
Belgium  •  • 
Bosnia     •  •         • . 
Bulgaria  •  • 
Greece    .  •         •  • 
United  Kingdom 
Italy        .. 
G-ermanj^.*         •• 
Boumaiiia  •• 

BuBda  .  • 
Turkey  . . 
France  •  • 
Switzerland  •• 
Holland  «. 
Montenegro       •  • 


Total 


YaliM. 


1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

48,111 

44,761 

1,097,469 

1,021,166 

7,487 

14,268 

2,882 

1,640 

9,806 

11,162 

26,690 

17,286 

229,296 

160,944 

86,068 

80,668 

191,690 

600,680 

42,816 

87,769 

26,628 

7,825 

75,277 

40,577 

27,692 

142,112 

80,009 

14,062 

10,061 

16,167 

2,448 

1,098 

1,867,144 

2,161,089 

Paper. 


Garden  and 
agricultural 
produce^ 


Servia  imported  paper  in  1900  to  the  value  of  47,515/.,  of 
which  39,492Z.  came  from  Austria-Hungary, 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1901  the  importation  of  paper 
was  valued  at  40,559/.,  an  increase  of  5,064/.  on  the  value  of  imported 
paper  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1900. 

The  agricultural  and  garden  produce  imported  into  Servia  in 
1900  was  valued  at  38,985/.,  while  in  1899  the  value  was  estimated 
at  52,066/.,  a  difference  of  13,081/.,  which  is  accounted  for  princi- 
pally by  the  falling-ofif  in  the  importation  of  potatoes,  hops  and 
malt,  wheat  and  maize  flour,  leaf  and  snuff  tobacco.  The  impor- 
tation of  grapes  increased  in  1900  by  9,943/L,  owing  to  an  un- 
satisfactory vintage. 
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During  the  first  nine  months  of  1901  agricultural  and  garden 
produce  was  imported  to  the  value  of  52,224/.,  which  amouhtrf  to 
more  than  the  total  importation  of  the  preceding  yeat,  and  sh^/^s 
an  increase  of  31,609/.  when  compared  with  the  value  ot  the.  siilie 
class  of  imports  for  the  corresponding  months  of  1900. 

In  1900  goods  to  the  value  of  157,688/.  were  imported  undfer  Wool  »nd 
the  heading  wool  and  hair,  as  compared  with  181,104/.  for  1899.  **"'' 
This  decrease  in  value  fell  chiefly  upon  Austro-Hungarian  and 
German  goods,  while  British  wools,  cheviots,  and  tweeds  were 
valued  at  971/.  more  than  in  1899. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1901  the  importation  of 
woollen  piece-goods  amounted  to  112,436/.,  as  against  123,290/.  for 
the  correspon(Ung  period  of  1900. 

Firewood,  valued  at  16,475/.  was  imported  in  1900 ;  timber  and  Wood  and 
made-up  articles  for  building  purposes,  to  the  value  of  34,006/. ;  **'"^^" 
manufactured  and  half- wrought  articles,  such  as  carts,  wooden  bowls, 
frames  and  furniture ;  articles  for  the  use  of  coopers  and  wheel- 
wrights were  also  imported  to  a  considerable  extent  from  Austria- 
Hungary;  passenger  wagons,  goods  and  cattle  trucks  for  the 
Servian  railways,  and  tramway  wagons  to  the  value  of  23,518/. 
were  imported  also  from  Austria-Hungary. 

The  comparison  between  the  values  of  timber,  wood,  and  manu- 
'  factured  articles  imported  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1900 
and  1901  shows  a  falling-oflF  in  value  to  the  extent  of  10,042/. 
during  the  latter  year. 

Importations  under  the  head  of  live-stock  and  farm  produce  Lire^took 
show  a  small  increase  of  4,817/.,  the  total  value  for  1900  being  "J*,^"* 
24,881/.,  the  live-stock  imported  consisting  of  226  oxen  and  582  P~**"**- 
horses,  mares,  and  foals,  vdued  at  9,110/. 

Fresh  fish  was  imported  to  the  value  of  7,874/.,  and  dried  and 
salted  fish  to  the  value  of  5,765/. 

The  eggs  and  cocoons  of  silkworms,  to  the  value  of  1,148/., 
were  introduced  into  the  country. 

Farm  produce,  such  as  meat,  eggs,  cream,  and  honey  were  also 
imported,  but  in  very  small  quantities. 

In  1901  the  value  of  live-stock  and  farm  produce  imported 
during  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  fell  to  5,156/.,  while  for 
the  same  months  in  1900  it  was  valued  at  13,512/. 

In  1900  the  value  of  provisions  and  drinks  again  decreased  Bwrnsion* 
considerably,  falling  somewhat  below  the  average  for  the  past  five  "^  drinki. 
years,  which  was  estimated  at  39,255/. 

In  1900  wine  was  imported  to  the  val^ie  of  20,200/.,  as  com- 
pared with  32,961/.  for  the  preceding  year.  Beer  was  imported  to 
the  value  of  3,399/. 

Bock  salt,  valued  at  25,095/.,  was  imported  from  Boumania,  J^"*^! ' 
and  sea  salt  to  the  value  of  8,129/.  3l«,'TfcJl 

From  Austria-Hungary  coal  and  lignite  to  the  value  of  15,919/. 
were  brought  into  the  country,  this  being  slightly  above  the  average 
for  the  past  five  years.  About  2,000/.  worth  of  bricks,  tiles  and 
earthenware,  and  earthenware  utensils  to  about  half  that  amount 
were  imported. 

^24)  A3 
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Window-glass,  valued  at  7,548Z.,  and  glassware,  to  the  value 
of  5^47Z.  was  introduced,  mostly  from  Austria-Hungary.  The 
importation  of  British  glass  has  steadily  decreased  since  1896, 
when  it  was  valued  at  375/.,  and  it  is  now  less  than  60Z. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1901  similar  articles  were 
imported  to  the  value  of  73,886/.,  as  compared  with  64,401/.  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  1900. 
Hetala.  During  the  past  five  years  the  introduction  of  metals  into 

Servia  has  steadily  increased — 


Year. 


Value. 


£ 

1896 115,397 

1897 *         ..  150,769 

1898 I         174,080 

1899 201,094 

1900 1         266,699 


The  first  nine  months  of  1901,  however,  shows  a  decreasing 
importation  in  comparison  with  the  first  nine  months  of  1900,  the 
value  of  imported  metals  for  the  two  years  being,  1900, 158,715/. ; 
1901, 128,840/. 

In  1900  the  value  of  metals  and  ironwork  imported  from  the 
diflferent  countries  was  as  follows : — 


Country. 

Value. 

Austria-Hungarj 

France         

G-ermany 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

Total        

£ 

152,186 

75,450 

31,800 

6,774 

1,989 

266,699 

In  1900  hoop,  bar,  angle,  rod,  and  bolt  iron,  to  the  value  of 
33,589/.,  was  imported,  a  falling-oflf  of  1,712/.  as  compared  with 
1899.  Wrought-iron  joists  and  pillars  were  valued  at  6,563/.,  a 
small  decrease  on  the  former  year.  Eailway  material,  raUs, 
points,  chains,  &c.,  fell  to  12,825/.,  in  comparison  with  14,842/L  in 
1899.  Sheet-iron  and  wire  were  valued  at  9,316/.,  galvanised 
sheet-iron  and  wire  at  6,654/.,  a  rise  in  value  of  3,492/.  compared 
with  1899. 

Nails,  screws,  rivets,  clamps,  &c.,  were  imported  to  the  value 
of  75,064/.,  which  in  comparison  with  1899  shows  an  increased 
value  of  55,666/.,  and  horse-shoes  to  the  value  of  2,689/. 

Unpainted  and  unpolished  articles  of  iron  and  steel,  such  as 
ploughshares,  axes,  tyres,  tools,  garden  implements,  hammers, 
anvils  and  anchors,  were  imported  to  the  value  of  20,649/.,  against 
similar  articles  to  the  value  of  18,961/.  in  1899. 
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Ironmongery,  locksmiths'  articles,  cutlers'  goods,  kettles,  safes, 
boxes,  ploughs,  rollers  and  chaff  cutters  (painted  and  polished), 
were  valued  at  29,255/. 

Enamel  kitchen  utensils  were  imported  to  the  value  of  6,397/., 
and  cast-iron  goods,  such  as  drain  pipes,  stoves,  &c.,  to  that  of 
9,320/. 

The  value  of  imported  copper,  either  in  bars,  sheets  or  cast, 
was  estimated  at  16,487/.  Brass  and  bronze,  both  in  bars,  sheets 
and  cast,  at  80,095/L 

Imports  of  hides  and  leather  in  1900  show  a  total  value  of  Hidet  and 
153,188i,  an  increase  of  21,285/.  on  the  preceding  year,  when  the  ^®***^«'- 
value  of  imported  hides  was  reckoned  at  131.903/. 

The  value  of  raw  hides  was  estimated  at  93,479/.  in  1000 
and  at  72,595/.  in  1899,  while  the  value  of  tanned  hides  was 
but  1,725/. 

Sole  leather  was  valued  at  19,856/.,  a  small  increase  on  the 
former  year ;  cowhide  at  9,367/.,  nearly  3,000/.  less  than  in  1899. 

Morocco  leather,  shagreen,  and  skins  for  gloves  were  valued  at 
10,723/.,  somewhat  less  than  the  average  value  for  five  years. 
The  value  of  British  leather  amounted  to  11,154/.,  a  decrease  of 
1,470/.  on  that  of  the  preceding  year.  During  the  first  nine 
months  of  1901  125,438/.  worth  of  leather  was  imported,  an 
advance  of  10,918/.  on  the  imports  for  the  same  period  of  1900. 

As  regards  groceries,  Servia  imports  chiefly  coffee,  raw  and  Groceriet. 
refined  sugar,  rice,  and  resin.  The  total  imports  under  this 
heading  amounted  in  1900  to  124.838/.,  whereas  in  1899  they 
were  valued  at  136,749/.  Of  this  total  Austria-Hungary  con- 
tributed 71,898/.,  the  United  Kingdom  coming  second  with 
11,327/.,  her  imports  into  this  country  consisting  chiefly  of 
British-Indian  rice,  spices,  gums,  and  resin.  Coffee  to  the  value 
of  27,919/.  was  imported,  practically  the  same  amount  as  during 
the  former  year,  and  chiefly  from  Austria-Hungary.  The  total 
value  of  raw  sugar  imported  was  17,736/.,  and  of  refined  sugar 
49,981/.  Eice  was  imported  to  the  value  of  16,154/.,  practically 
the  same  amount  as  for  the  last  three  years,  and  two-thirds  of  it 
came  from  British  India. 

Articles  comprised  under  the  heading  of  drugs,  chemicals,  I>png», 
colours,  &c.,  were  imported  to  the  value  of  278,431/.,  an  increase  ^^f*"^**^^ 
of  211,663/.     This  was  accounted  for  by  the  increased  value  of^**""'    ^ 
imported  powder,  which  rose  from  177/.  in  1899  to  203,281/.  in 
1900.      Matches  also   were    imported   to   the  value  of   5,667/., 
whereas  during  the  two  previous  years  none  at  all  were  imported. 
This  was  owing  to  difiiculties  with  the  workmen  in  the  Servian 
Match  Manufactory,  which  caused  work  to  be  suspended  for  some 
time ;  matters  were,  however,  settled,  and  the  manufactory  resumed 
work.     The  importation  of  sulphur  also  increased  by  1,200/.,  so 
that  these  three  articles  between  them  account  practically  for  the 
whole  of  the  increased  value  of  the  imports  under  this  heading, 
other  articles,  such  as  lime,  chemicals  and  colours,  being  infiuenc^ 
merely  by  the  ordinary  fluctuations  of  trade. 

The  comparison  of  the  values  of  imported  goods  under  this 
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SERTIA. 


Oils,  Ao. 


Machinery, 
instrumento, 
and  arms. 


heading  daring  the  first  nine  months  of  1900  and  1901,  shows  a 
valae  of  221,049/.,  against  66,880/.  during  the  latter  year. 

Articles  classed  under  the  head  of  fatty  produce  were  in  1900 
imported  to  a  value  of  60,327/.,  against  76,727/.  for  1899.  This 
included  olive  and  other  edible  oils  to  the  value  of  21,672/.; 
linseed,  palm,  cocoa  and  colza  oils,  40,485/. ;  unscented  soap, 
3,411/.;  scented  soap,  6,452/.;  and  candles,  5,782/.  British  trade 
under  this  heading  amounted  to  9,719/.,  Austro-Hungarian  to 
31,703/.,  and  French  to  4,143i 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1901  articles  classed  under 
this  head  were  imported  to  the  value  of  49,844/.,  against  36,316/. 
for  the  corresponding  period  of  1900. 

Machinery,  instruments  and  arms  were  imported  in  1900  to 
the  value  of  298,281/.,  an  advance  of  226,074/.  on  that  of  the 
preceding  year.  Of  this  total  the  trade  of  Austria-Hungary  was 
valued  at  59,986/.,  of  Germany  at  229,724/.,  and  of  the  United 
Kingdom  at  1,440/. 


Machinery  Imported  in  1900. 


I^umber. 

Value. 

LooomotiTes • 

Locomobile  engines 
Steam  fulling  machines 
Hand  or  horse       „ 

Sowers 

Wine  presses 

Sewing  and  knitting  machines 
Sundry  machines          . .         •  • 

8 

6 

4 

37 

2 

2 

661 

15 

£ 

16,764 

2,094 

2,488 

1,011 

21 

20 

1,851 

109 

Cotton 
jams. 


Besides  the  above,  machines  detached  in  pieces  and  pieces  of 
machinery  to  the  value  of  106,393/.  were  imported. 

The  value  of  astronomical,  surgical  and  scientific  instruments 
was  estimated  at  19,923/. ;  musical  instruments  at  2,222/.  Under 
the  heading  of  arms  were  imported  guns  and  rifles  to  the  value  of 
186,892/. ;  pistols  and  revolvers  valued  at  2,030/.,  and  swords,  &c., 
at  3,269/. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1901  imported  machinery 
was  valued  at  90,403/.,  and  for  the  same  period  of  1900  at 
277,226i 

Cotton  yams,  up  to  No.  30,  were  imported  in  1900  to  the 
value  of  58,432/ ;  a  decrease  in  value  of  72,513/.,  compared  with 
1899,  when  yams  to  the  value  of  130,945/.  were  imported.  Cotton 
yams,  above  No.  80,  were  valued  in  1900  at  3,938/.,  against  8,986/. 
in  1899.  This  falling-oflf  of  yams  and  cotton  textiles  may  be 
ascribed  to  the  fact  that  in  1899  an  impression  prevailed  that 
enhanced  duties  would  be  imposed,  which  induced  importers 
largely  to  increase  their  stocks,  and  it  has  required  time  to  dispose 
of  them ;  the  natural  consequence  being  that  orders  for  1900  fell 
off  considerably. 
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Importations  of  dyed  yarns  were  valued  at  18,686/.,  as  compared 
with  25,71U  in  1899. 

The  importation  of  cotton  piece-goods  of  all  kinds  during  1900 
was  valued  at  134,245/.,  less  by  57,992/.  than  the  value  of  the  same 
goods  imported  in  1899. 

Finer  materials,  such  as  jaconet,  lawn,  muslin,  tulle,  were 
valued  at  67,563/.,  while  in  1899  their  value  was  estimated  at 
91,485/. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1901  cotton  yams  were 
imported  to  the  value  of  82,941/.,  while  the  estimate  for  their 
value  for  the  same  period  in  1900  was  64,762/.,  while  the  same 
comparison  for  the  import  of  cotton  piece-goods  shows  an  increased 
value  of  15,628/. 

The  importation  of  rough  cloths  as  sacking,  ready-made  sacks 
for  dried  plums,  mattress  covers,  sail  doth,  and  coarse  stufiBs  for 
military  clothing  was  valued  at  21,622/. 

The  distribution  of  trade  classed  under  the  heading  of  cotton 
yams,  piece-goods,  and  other  v^etable  textiles  was  as  follows : — 


Conniry. 

Value.        . 

Anstria-Hungary 

Belgium 

United  Kingdom 

Italy           

G^muuiy    ••         ••         ••         •• 

France        

SwitMrland**         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Other  ttates           

£ 

124,6651 

1,016 

82,171 

9,002 

20,819 

11,078 

7.686 

2,784 

Total          

268,720 

TabIiB  showing  Value  of  British  Imports  during  the  Year  1900.^ 


Aitieim. 

Value. 

Paper          

Wool  and  hair 

Wood  and  timber 

ProTinons  and  drinka ; 

MineralB,  salt,  ooal,  glaM,  &0.    .. 

MetaU         

Hides  and  leather 

Groceries,  ooffee,  rioe,  9\  »ioes 

Drags,  chemicals  and  oolours      ••         •• 

Oils,  soap,  candles,  Ac 

Machinery,  instroments,  anns    ••         •• 

Cotton  and  textile  goods 

Silk , 

Fancy  goods  and  je^eUery 

£ 

14 

26,676 

100 

198 

71 

6,774 

11,164 

11,826 

2,870 

9,719 

1,440 

82,172 

289 

628 

Total          

160,944 
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Tabub  showing  Value  and  Distribution  of  Export  Trade  during  the 

Year  1900. 


Goontry. 

Value. 

Austna-Hungarj 

Belgiam          

Boraia • 

-     Bulgaria          

0«nnanjr         

Boumania       ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

'      Bussia 

Turkey 

France 

HoUand          

Switzerland 

£ 

2,263,888 

2,749 

8,940 

25,162 

156,518 

122,543 

8,220 

58,259 

14^767 

747 

4,585 

Total 

2,660,878 

Agricultura^ 
*  and  garden 
produce. 


The  export  of  agricultural  and  garden  produce  was  valued  at 
1,205,931^,  nearly  one  h^i  of  the  entire  trade.  In  1899  exports 
under  this  heading  were  valued  at  1,177,043/.,  or  28,888/.  less 
than  in  1900. 

The  exportation  of  Servian  cereals  for  1900  was  valued  at 
801,688Z.,  an  increase  compared  with  1899  of  142,222Z. 

The  quantities  and  value  of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  and  maize 
exported  was  as  follows : — 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat 

Bye         

Barley 

Oats        

Maize 

Quarters. 
441,485 

20,960 
103,490 

48,110 
289,447 

£ 

466,163 
17,190 
71,791 
23,997 

230,857 

Total 

908,492 

799,988 

LiTe-itock 
and  farm 
produce. 


During  the  first  nine  months  of  1901  the  export  of  wheat  was 
valued  at  239,119Z. ;  of  rye,  at  10,123Z. ;  of  barley,  at  47,283/. ;  of 
oats,  at  43,706i;  and  of  maize  at  162,147/.  The  total  export 
under  the  head  of  agricultural  and  garden  produce  for  this  period 
was  valued  at  675,160/.,  an  increase  of  167,455/.  when  compared 
with  the  value  of  the  exports  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
1900,  when  the  value  was  estimated  at  507,705/. 

In  1900  fresh  fruit  to  the  value  of  43,890/.,  and  dried  plums 
to  the  value  t)f  320,059/.  were  exported ;  while  the  value  of  ex- 
ported vegetables,  as  potatoes,  French  beans,  peas,  onions,  &c., 
amounted  to  29,900/. 

Cattle  were  exported  to  the  value  of  485,412/.,  and  live  pigs 
to  the  value  of  337,233i  Of  late  years  a  good  deal  of  attention 
has  been  turned  towards  the  meat  export  trade  and  the  installation 
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of  the  new  slaughter-houses  under  the  direction  of  a  French  com^jneat  and 
pany^  offers  increased  facilities  for  the  export  of  carcases,  pork  and  pork, 
bacon.  In  1900  the  value  of  these  exports  was  valued  at  127,962/., 
against  the  amount  exported  in  1899,  which  was  valued  at  66,764^ 
Towards  the  close  of  1901  a  railway  truck  containing  22,500  lbs. 
of  salt  meat  and  bacon  was  sent  vid.  Genoa  to  Oran,  and  it  was 
pointed  out  by  a  commercial  newspaper  that  large  quantities  of 
preserved  meat  and  bacon  were  required  for  the  French  colonies, 
and  that  a  good  market  might  be  found  there  for  Servian  produca 
The  same  article  pointed  out,  however,  that  the  Government  and 
breeders  of  swine  must  turn  their  attention  to  increasing  the 
number  of  pigs  in  the  country,  and  especially  those  of  the  York- 
shire and  Berkshire  breed. 

The  export  trade  in  poultry  (alive  and  dead)  and  in  eggs  is  Poultry, 
increasing  very  much  in  importance,  the  figures  for  the  last  three 
years  being  as  follows : — 


Valuo. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Poultry— 

AUto         

Dead         

JE^gs  ••         ••         ••       '•• 

£ 

16,868 

20,118 

1,426 

£ 

26,879 

27,080 

4,425 

£ 

89,088 
27,718 
18,389 

Total 

87,896 

67,884 

80,090 

The  principal  districts  for  poukry'-rearingan  .Yelika  Gradishte, 
Mitrovitza,  and  Schoumadia.  The  exports  from  the  first-named 
district  consist  exclusively  of  geese,  which  are  exported  alive,  vi& 
Bazias  to  Buda-Pesth ;  dead  poultry  being  exported  from  Belgrade, 
which  offers  special  facilities  for  this  trade. 

Turkeys  are  reared  principally  in  the  vaUey  of  the  Morava ; 
geese  in  the  districts  bordering  on  the  Danube  and  the  lower 
Save,  while  common  poultry  are  kept  in  large  quantities  all  over 
Servia,  and  are  reared  principally  for  the  eggs  which  are  sent  in 
large  quantities  to  Austria  and  Italy,  and  thence  to  other  countries. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1901  live  poultry  was  exported 
to  the  value  of  36,337/.,  an  increase  of  13,495Z.  on  the  export  for 
the  same  period  of  1900.  The  export  of  eggs  increased  during  the 
same  period  from  10,820t  in  1900  to  23,368/.  in  1901.  The 
returns  for  the  exports  of  dead  poultry  for  1901  are  not  yet 
available. 

Other  Servian  exports  consisted  of  wood  and  timber  valued  at  other 
9,919/.,  of  which  toti  7,817/.  was  accounted  for  by  cask  staves ;  exports 
hides,  chiefly  sheep  and  goat-skins,  were  valued  at  115,389/.; 
stone,  coal,  and  pottery,  at  32,104/. ;  hemp  and  cordage,  at  40,360/. ; 
metals,  chiefly  copper,  at  17,805/.    Provisions,  plum  marmalade, 
and  spirits,  at  128,333/. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  the  Consfular  IHetrict  of  Bangkok  for  the 

Year  1900 

By  Mb.  Consulak-Assistaut  Caeusle. 

(Beceired  at  Foreign  Office,  AagOBt  19, 1901.) 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Bangkok  during  1900  G-enexal 
shows  but  slight  alteration  from  1899,  the  increase,  according  to  Jfjj™*  ^ 
the  values  given  in  the  annual  returns  of  the  custom-house,  being  ^*^' 
8,447Z.    The  value  of  imports  and  exports  amounted  to  5,664,359/., 
during  the  previous  year  it  was  5,655,912t    Exchange  was  higher 
during  the  year,  and  the  actual  dollar  value  of  the  goods  shows  a 
decrease  of  831,554  Mexican  dol. 

There  was  a^ain  a  considerably  smaller  import  of  treasure,  and 
if  exports  and  imports  of  treasure  are  deducted  from  both  years, 
the  sterling  value  of  the  foreign  trade  shows  an  increase  of 
177,840/.  The  bulk  of  trade  woidd  have  been  considerably  greater 
but  that  there  was  again,  as  in  1899,  a  partisd  failure  of  the  rice 
crop,  the  restriction  of  the  export  of  rice  being  always  accompanied 
by  a  corresponding  restriction  of  imports.  However,  the  total 
value  of  the  trade  appears  considerably  above  the  average  of  the 
past  10  years,  which  is  about  4,974,000/.  The  highest  point 
during  that  period  was  reached  in  1893,  when  the  exports  and 
imports  totalled  6,716,192/.,  and  the  lowest  in  1892,  when  they 
only  amounted  to  2,682,524/. 

The  rate  of  exchange  for  1900  has  been  taken  at  Is.  life/,  per  Bzohange. 
Mexican  doL,  the  average  rate  for  the  year;  the  rate  for  1899  being 
U  Hid. 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  Bangkok  to  foreign  countries  ExporU» 
during  the  year  was  3,087,819/,,  showing  a  decrease  of  35,956/.        ^^  ^^' 

Eice  shows  a  very  slight  increase  (1,517/.)  on  the  sterling  value,  Koe. 
but  there  was,  as  predicted  in  my  last  year's  report,  a  smaller  export, 
the  decrease  being  14,177  tons.  The  amount  (414,544  tons)  is  indeed 
the  smallest  export  since  1892.  Prospects  for  1901,  however,  are,  at 
the  time  of  writing,  very  bright,  the  rains  having  been  favourable 
and  a  bountiful  harvest  being  confidently  expected.  As,  moreover, 
it  is  said  that  the  outputs  from  Burma  and  Indo-Cbina  will  be  less 
tiian  usual  owing  to  unfavourable  rains,  Siam  is  looking  forward 
to  a  profitable  year  for  the  rice  trade,  despite  the  difficulties  with 
regard  to  lighterage  and  labour  referred  to  below. 
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A  powerfal  combinatioa  has  lecendy  been  formed  of  Crennaa 
nullera  of Siam  noe^  lor  the  poirpoee  of. keeping  pfrieeB4own,  and 
it  is  said  that  they  have  obtained  control  of  a  Vocal  Gennan-owned 
liceniilL  

This,  taken  in  conjnnction  with  the  fact  that  the  legnlar  boats 
from  Bangkok  to  Singapore  are  nearly  all  German,  and  that  the 
two  principal  lines  ci  steamers  connecting  Sing^wre  with  the 
German  rice  ports — ^the  Norddentscher  Lloyd  and  Ae  Hamburg* 
American  lines — are  German  also,  now  gives  €rermany  a  pre- 
ponderating interest  in  the  export  of  rice  to  Eoropa  In  &ct, 
British  rice-exporting  firms  may  be  said  to  be  no  longer  engaged 
at  all  in  the  European  trada 

Prices  of  paddy  roled  high'thronghont  the  season,  while  the 
quality  of  much  of  the  grain  was  poor. 
TMk:  Teak,  according  to  t^e  custom-house  figures,  again  shows  an 

increase  in  the  quantity  exported,  and  a  .slight  increase  in  the 
vdue.  These  figures  give  the  export  as  45,261  tons,  worth 
324,748^  in  1900,  as  against  36,616  tons,  valued  at  3233672.  in 
1899. 

As  pointed  out,  however,  in  previous  years  there  is  great 
reason  to  believe  that  the  statistical  division  of  the  custom-house 
is  liable  to  considerable  error  in  its  figures  for  teak,  and  that  the 
amount  of  the  export  is  exaggerated  Teak  is  not  subject  to  ex- 
port duty  in  Bangkok,  and  the  customs  apparently  arrive  at  their 
statistics  from  the  applications  they  receive  for  export  permits, 
which  are  for  difTerent  reasons  always  in  excess  of  the  amount 
eventually  exported. 

Accoitling  to  information  supplied  by  a  prominent  local 
authority,  the  amount  of  teak  exported  in  1900  was  38,332  tons, 
as  against  38,661  tons  in  1899,  and  26,495  tons  in  1898,  and  its 
value  is  calculated  to  have  been  252,5572. 10&  According  to  this, 
therefore,  there  was  a  decrease  of  329  tons  in  the  export  of  1900, 
instead  of  an  increase  of  8,645  tons,  as  given  by  the  custom- 
house. 
DetiinftiioDf  Assuming  the  total  of  38,332  tons  to  be  nearer  the  correct 
of  eiport.       amoimt,  the  export  was  destined  to  the  following  countries : — 

To—  Qoantity. 


Tonn. 

Europe        11,182 

Uung-KongaDd  China      ..         ..         ..  9,480 

India           14,622 

Singapore  and  Straits       \  1,995 

baiKon          .  •          . .          .  •         • .          . . ,  247 

Japan,  &c.  ••         •         ..,  681 

Manila         ^         ••  125 


Total '  88,832 


Of  the  direct  European  shipments,  11  sailing  ships,  mostly  under 
a  Scandinavian  flag,  carried  5,72^0^  tons,  and  steamers,  owned  or 
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chartered  by  the  Danish  Eaat  Asiatic  Company,  carried  5,077^ 
tons  more.  The  bulk  of  the  business  in  teak,  both  in  the  forests 
and  in  Bangkok,  remains  in  the  hands  of  British  subjects. 

The  value  of  teak  intended  for  Europe  was  about  10/.  per  v«»'««of  toak. 
ton  f.o.b 

Prospects  of  a  large  export  in  1901  are  good,  the  floating  season  Pmtpecto  for 
during  the  past  yearliaving  been  an  exceptional  one,  and  the  logs  ^^^• 
arriving  at  the  duty  station  at  Paknampho  during  the  season 
reached  the  unprecedehted  number  of  1 19,931 ;  the  highest  number 
previousfc^recorded  was  76,493  in  the. season  1898-99,  and  the 
average  for  the  past  10  years  is  54,899.  This  large  production  (as 
well  as,  it  is  said,  the  inferior  quality  of  some  of  the  timber)  has 
brought  prices  down  very  rapidly. 

The  measures  which  the  Government  are  adopting  for  pre-  forest 
servation  of  forests  have  now  taken  more  definite  shape.  Forest  P**»«^^**"">« 
leases  are  being  renewed  only  on  the  condition  that  no  fresh 
"  girdling "  is  to  be  allowed  except  with  special  sanction  of  the 
forest  officer,  and  only  trees  which  are  already  "  girdled  "  are  to  be 
extracted.  Half  the  areas  of  the  forests  only  are  to  be  opened  to 
work,  the  other  half  being  held  in  reserve,  and  the  forest  royalty 
on  full-sized  trees  is  increased  from  4 J  to  10  rs.  The  Forest  De- 
partment is  administered  by  British  officials  borrowed  by  the 
Siamese  Gk)vemment  from  India  and  Burma. 

Woods  other  than  teak  (which  include  agilla,  sapan,  padoo,  Woods  other 
ebony,  box-wood,  rose-wood,  and  others)  rose  from  7,113  tons,  *^"  *••*• 
valued  at  27,092i,  in  1899,  to  7,483  tons,  valued  at  31,724/.,  in 
1900,  giving  an  increase  of  370  tons  and  4,632/.  Attempts  are 
being  made,  with  some  promise  of  success,  to  develop  this  trade, 
and  a  Chinese-owned  sawmill  has  been  employed  for  eome  time  in 
converting  miscellaneous  woods,  while  various  concessions  have 
been  granted,  or  are  contemplated,  for  the  working  of  suitable 
districts.  A  large  amount  of  such  timber  could  probetbly  be  used 
locally  for  building  purposes  in  place  of  the  wood  which  is  now 
imporied  from  Singapore.  The  rapid  fall  in  the  price  of  teak  will, 
however,  probably  check  this  industry  somewhat. 

The  item  of  marine  products  given  in  the  annexed   table  ^Jj^"® 
(Annex  B),  which  shows  a  falling-oflf  from  the  previous  year,  ^      *^ 
includes  bSche-de-mer,  dried  and  salt  fish,  dried  mussels  and 
prawns,  shark  fins,  ray  skins  and  turtle  shells. 

Bullocks,  which  are  exported  to  Singapore,  show  an  increase  of  BoUoob. 
380  head  but  a  decrease  in  value  of  8,088/. 

Pepper  shows  a  great  falling-off  from  1899,  the  export  being  Pepper, 
smaller  in  quantity  by  437  tons  and  in  value  by  19,811/.    The 
crop  in  1901  was  practically  a  failure.    The  United  Kingdom  has 
the  greatest  part  of  this  trade.    The  export  in  1900  was  destined 
as  follows : — 
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Qoaniitj. 

Yaloa. 

United  Kingdom          •» 
Hong-Kong        ••        t«         •• 
Emopo    (otiier    than    United 
.JiiMPiom) 

Singapore           

Tona. 
279 
190 

lU 
77 
42 

£ 

20,116 
8,916 

8,66« 
5,441 
8,602 

Total 

699 

46,640 

Other  exporta. 
Eailk 


Blaeki 


gooda. 


Edible  hirda' 
neata. 

Biee  meal. 
Baw  lilk. 


Importa,  total 
▼fdae. 


Cotton  gooda. 


During  the  last  10  years  the  giv  itest  export  was  1,641  tons  in 
1891,  and  the  average  about  990  ton& 

Practically  all  the  crop  is  now  sold  as  white  pepper,  what 
little  black  pepper  comes  on  the  market  being  of  very  inferior 
quality. 

The  crop  for  1901  is  promising  well  and  is  expected  to  be 
25  per  cent,  above  the  average  in  quantity. 

Among  other  principal  articles  of  export  enumerated  in  the 
custom-house  returns  are  black  silk  piece-goods,  which  increased 
from  38,300Z.  to  39,017/. ;  hides,  which  decreased  from  45,200i  to 
38,585/.,  and  edible  birds'  nests,  which  rose  from  about  9,160/.  to 
11,700/. 

Sice  meal,  according  to  the  same  authority,  declined  from 
46,800/.  to  1,673/. 

Eaw  silk  to  the  value  of  14,000*.  was  exported  almost  entirely 
to  Singapore. 

The  total  value  of  imports  from  foreign  countries  was  2,576,540/., 
an  increase  of  44,403/.  over  1899.  If  the  value  of  treasure  be 
deducted  from  both  years,  the  increase  is  218,836/. 

Cotton  goods  show  a  slight  falling-off,  from  424,352/.  to 
409,058/.,  the  decrease  being  15,299/. 

The  imports  for  the  last  10  years  have  been  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Value. 

1891 

1892 

llflTO  •  «                ••                •.                a.                .•                .. 

1894 

1895 

1806 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

819,581 

292,6)1 

308.885 

807,722 

824,170 

230,541      • 

237,208 

228,844 

424,357 

409,068 

According  to  the  entries  given  to  the  custom-house  more  than 
half  of  the  import  came  from  Singapore.  There  is,  of  course,  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  origin  of  these  goods.    The  following 
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table  shows  roughly  the  proportionate  sharps  of  the  yaW>3B 
countries  (according  to  the  customs  entries)  in  the'  import  of 
1900:—  " 


I  Country. 


Per  OenL 


.Singapore    .. 
•Un&ed  Kingdom 
^India. . 
•SwiiMWand . . 
Oormaay     . . 
HoUand 
Other  coantriet 


Totel 


&8«30 

tis'oo 

7-85 
5*25 
1-76 
6*85 


WQO 


My  report  far  1899  enumei^t^d  the  various  itiems  of  wto>h  tj^e 
iimport  c<;KW9t^d  a^d  the  countries  from  which  they  yrete  ohxe^y 
fin^ported,  aj;id  conditions  being  practically  •  the  same  during  the 
year  now  under  discussion,  it  is  not  necessary  to  rep^itiiUt^e 

•  Cotton. yams,  which  ^ure  referred  to  below,  are  not  included  pA 
^h^  above  ^gures. 

Treasure  iHgain  shows  a  large  decrease,  falling  from  510^737^.  to  Treasure. 
336,304/.,  that  is  174,433/. 

^te^,  iron  aad  machinery,  which  increased  in  1899,  very  St^i,  iron, 
Jwgely  opaawtained  their  rise,  t^e  v^ue  of  tl^e  in^po^  being  ^hinery 
11,930/.  more. 

).TJbe  proportionate  fdiare  of  the  countries  participating  was 
approximately  as  follows : — 


Country. 

Per  Cent. 

U^^ilied  Kingdom    '.."I 

§W«ftDPW V 

^tirn^any .. 

America 

Ci^          

Hqng-Kong 

Qtl^er  oountries 

46-40 
81  20 
9-60 
5  10 
1-90 
1-70 

Total        

100-00 

.The  tQ^l  value  of  macjjiiixeiy  imported  M^as  77>326/.,  an  ipprease 
of  6,000/.  ThC' frequent  fires  wjbach  have  occurred  in  the  Bangkok 
i;|ce-mills ,  of  recent  yeara  have  caUed  for  a  constant  supply  of 
IJice-jniUiiig  machinery,  which  is  practically  all  supplied  by  pw 
3r;tish  firm. 

Opium  shows  an  increase  of  26.3  chests  and  43,238/.  Opium. 

Silk  gpcfds,  eugar,  and  kerosene  also  show  increased  valu^,  Silk  good». 
Aotably  ^^e  laJBt.    The  TJnited  Kingdom  has  but  a  s^all  share  Sugar, 
in  the  imported  silks,  the  buljk.of  .which  coflae  from  Hong-Kong 
uid  China. 
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KenMene.  Kerosene  oil  is  now  iiu|iorted  mostly  from   Sumatra.     The 

import  was  divided  as  follows : — 


.                Oomitry.     ...    _  _. 

Quantity. 

Sumatra •• 

BoBoa         ..         

Singapore 

Borneo        

Gallons. 

8,298,982 

949,412 

106,680 

498 

Total       

4,866,517 

CoMon  yams 
Liquor. 


€yelee. 


Tobacconists' 
ttorea. 


Coal. 


Cotton  yams  have  fallen  off  by  about  8,000i  The  bulk  of  the 
import  is  British. 

The  import  of  liquor  amounted  to  66,044/.,  showing  a  diminu- 
tion from  1899  of  2,908Z.  This  was  due  to  the  smaller  import  of 
samshu  from  China  (21,312/.),  being  less  by  7,147/.,  in  consequence 
of  the  troubles  in  the  north.  All  the  other  varieties  of  liquor 
maintained  or  increased  their  values. 

Cycles  show  a  great  drop  from  17,546i  to  7,291/.  The  extra- 
ordinary rage  for  them  in  1899  could  not,  of  course,  be  expected 
to  last,  and,  in  fact,  the  market  became  overstocked.  America  has 
the  first  place  in  the  import  with  4,679/.,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
the  next  with  1,314/.  worth  of  the  direct  imports. 

Manufactured  tobacco,  cigars  and  cigarettes  were  imported 
to  the  value  of  27,261/.,  an  increase  of  over  6,000i  upon  the 
previous  year. 

Coal  was  imported  to  the  extent  of  11,599  tons,  valued  at 
16,852/.    It  was  divided  as  follows : — 


Oountrj, 

Quantitj. 

United  Kingdom    •• 

Japan           ••         ••         ••         •• 

Singapore    ..         ••         

Australia 

Belgium 

Hong-Kong 

Ton^. 
4.959* 
2,644 
1,805 
1,789, 
819 
824 

Total       

11,599 

Cement. 


Annex  C. 
Countries 
trading  with 
Siam. 


The  value  of  cement  imported  was  10,100/.  Denmark  now 
takes  the  foremost  place  among  the  countries  supplying  cement 

It  may  be  advisable  to  repeat  the  remarks  made  in  the  last 
tw^o  reports  as  to  the  figures  in  Annex  C.  The  greater  part  of 
both  exports  and  imports  are  recorded  as  to  and  i^om  Singapore 
and  Hong-Kong,  which,  in  most  cases,  means  no  more  than  that 
the  goods  have  passed  through  one  or  other  of  those  ports.  It  is 
impossible  under  local  conditions  to  ascertain  whence  the  goods 
originate  or  what  proportion  of  them  is  British. 
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The  shipping  entered  at  the  port  of  Bangkok  during  the  year  shipping, 
(see  Annex  A)  again  shows  a  slight  f alling-off,  owing  to  the  con- 
tinued depression  of  the  rice  export    British  ships,  which  entered  2*'?"^*?^i^ 
to  the  number  of  896  in  1898  and  had  faUen  to  301  in  1899,  only  ^"^"^^  ^^'^' 
numbered  169  in  1900,  while  Grerinan  vessels  rose  from  78  in  1899 
to  195  in  1900.    This  fui-ther  great  decrease  in  vessels  flying  the 
British  flag  was  due  to  the  sale  to  German  owners  of  the  Holt  line 
between  Singapore  and  Bangkok  (the.  vessels  still  running  under 
the  British  flieig  for  a  large  part  of  1899,  but  having  all  ceased  to 
do  so  before  1900)  and  the  transfer  to  the  same  nationality  of  the 
Scottish  Oriental  Steamship  Company's  line  which  took  place  in 
1900,  both  of  which  events  have  already  been  treated  of  in  previous 
reports.    The  di£ference  in  the  figures  will  be  even  more  marked 
in  the  report  for  1901,  for  some  of  the  boats  flew  the  British  flag 
for  a  considerable  period  in  1900* 

France  is  represented  iu  the  present  report  by  one  small  sub-  French 
sidised  steamer  which  makes  fortnightly  trips  to  Saigon  and  one  ■'^'PP^^k- 
sailing  ship.    There  has  been  much  talk,  however,  lately  of  a  sub- 
sidised French  line  of  three  steamers  which  is  to  run  between 
Bangkok  and  Singapore,  but  matters  do  not  seen  to  have  reached 
a  definite  conclusion  yet. 

The  steamer  belonging  to  the  Danish  East  Asiatic  Company 
which  at  present  calls  from  port  to  port  down  the  east  side  of  the 
Malay  Peninsula  will  probably  be  sold  to  the  Germans  and  taken 
off  the  run.  It  is  possible  that  she  may  be  replaced  by  two  Danish 
steamers. 

The  activity  in  the  export  of  rice  which  has  manifested  itself  Pre»ent 
during  the  present  year  (1901)  has  caused  a  demand  for  e^tira  ^^^^ '^'^ 
tonnage  in  the  port,  and  Chinese  shippers  have  been  early  in  the  ^^'^  *' 
market  for  chartered  boats  but  British  vessels  of  suitable  draught 
and  capacity  appear  difficult  to  obtain.     There  are  only  three  \mkps 
under  the  British  flag  regularly  plying  to  and  from  Bangkok  and 
.  Singapore  now  and  they  are  all  owned  by  British-Chinese  firmis. 
Another  which  runs  between  Bangkok  and  Bombay  belongs  to  a 
British  firm  proper. 

Considerable  trouble  is  being  caused  to  shippers  at  the  present  LiKhtenige 
time  in  the  way  of  lighterage.  The  Bangkok  River  is  closed  by  a  ^^culuei. 
bar  which  only  vessels  drawing  11  feet  can  make  sure  of  crossing 
at  all  tides,  or  13  feet  at  top  of  spring  tides.  Most  ves8els,'there- 
fore,  go  outside  the  bar  and  complete  their  loading  at  the  island  of 
Koh-si-chang  or  at  Anghin  on  the  mainland  according  to  the 
monsoon.  The  cargoes  are  brought  down  to  them  there  by  sailing 
or  steam  lighters — mostly  the  former.  When  there  is  a  pressure 
of  tonnage  to  be  loaded  as  at  present,  the  number  of  lightei'S  is  quite 
inadequate  to  cope  with  the  work  and  the  business  of  despatching 
cargo  is  seriously  hampered  thereby.  In  fact,  this  lack  of  lighter- 
age facilities  may  restrict  the  export  and  it  certainly  adds  to  the 
cost  of  transport  from  the  delay  it  causes.  More  steam  lighters 
are  required.  Two  wiU  shortly  arrive  for  the  principal  shipping 
firm  here. 

Chinese  labour  is  also  giving  trouble  at  present.     The  lighters  Labour. 
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deyelopment. 


•which  go  d9wn  outside  the  bar  are  manned  by  Ghiuese  crews, 
Chinese  coolies  do  the  loading  outside  as  well  as  at  Bangkok,  and 
the  great  biilk  of  the  labour  of  the  port  of  all  sorts  is  Chinese. 
The  boolies  seem  to  consider  the  present  a  suitable  opportunity  to 
agitate  for  higher  pay.  The  cost  of  labour  has  been  steadily  goinp; 
up  of  recent  years,  but  latterly  the  men's  demands  have  become 
excessive.  DifiBculty  is  now  being  felt  in  securing  lighters'  crews 
and  considerable  inconvenience  and  loss  has  been  caused  to  sooie 
of  the  firms  here.  It  is  said  that  the  Chinese  societies  are  using 
their  influence  to  keep  down  the  number  of  coolies  arriving  here 
so  as  to  keep  up  the  price  of  wages.  It  is  possible  that  the  question 
of  introducing  cpdies  from  Madras  may  have  to  be  seriously 
considered.  Tlie  number  of  deck  passengers  (mostly  Chinese 
coolies)  arriving  during  the  year  was  26,499  and  17,230  left, 
leaving  a  balance  ef  9,269  in  the  country.  In  1899  the  balance 
so  left  was  about  14,000. 

Difficulty  is  also  being  experienced  with  the  Chinese  domestic 
servants,  who  are  mostly  from  Hainan. 

As  it  is  notorious  that  many  robberies  and  thefts  are  due  to 
them,  and  as  they  are  men  without  homes  in  the  country,  the  police 
authorities  inaugurated  an  excellent  system  of  registration  by  which, 
if  every  employer  insisted  on  having  registered  servants,  the  ante- 
cedents of  a  new  "boy"  applying  for  a  situation  could  be 
immediately  traced.  The  Haiuanese  disapproved  of  the  plan  and 
many  have  left  their  employments  rather  than  register.  At  the 
present  time  it  seems  very  doubtful  if  the  scheme  will  succeed, 
the  Chinese  "  boys  "  being  apparently  better  able  to  combine  than 
the  European  masters. 

The  constant  troubles  which  arose  with  the  lightermen  and 
coolies  at  Eoh-si-chang  recently  led  to  the  despatch  of  a  Siamese 
gunboat  there.  This  precautionary  mee^ure  had  a  good  effect 
Nothing  else  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  harbour  reforms,  how- 
ever, and  there  are  many  complaints  from,  those  interested  in 
shipping  of  the  utter  want  of  control. 

While  railway  construction  in  Siam  has  progressed  regularly 
in  recent  years,  sufficient  attention  has  hardly  been  given  to  the 
construction  of  roads  and  the  maintenance  and  development  of 
the  excellent  system  of  canals  already  existing.  One  considerable 
district  has  been  immensely  altered  and  improved  in  productive 
power    by    the    canal    known    as    "Klong    Eangsit"    and    its 

-^butanes. 

A  Dutch  expert  has  been  recently  engaged  to  advise  the 
(Government  upon  irrigation.     Some  attempt,  too,  has  been  made 

'in  certain  parts  to  construct  roads  but  road-making  in  Siam  has 

•hitherto  on  the  whole  been  sadly  neglected,  and  may  be  said  to  be 
essential  to  the  opening  up  of  the  country.    life  and  property  in 

*the  provinces  are  now  being  made  more  secure  by  the  provincial 
gendarmerie  under  Danish  officers,  which  has  been  doing  good  work 
m  repressing  dacoity  and  cattle  lifting.   The  lines  of  railway— like 

'  the  town  of  Bangkok  and  its  suburbs — have  a  police  organised  by 
British  officers  from  India  and  Burma. 
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Perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  occurrence    in    the   internal  jtaflwaj*, 
,  development  of  the  country  during  the  year  was  the  opening  in  The  Eorat 
November  of  through  railway  communication  with  Korat     This  ^^^ 
marked  the  completion  of  the  first  of  the  State  railways  under- 
taken by  Siam. 

Korat  (the  official  name  of  which  is  Nagara  Bachasima)  stands 
in  lat  15  N.,long.  102  E.,  130  miles  from  Bangkok  as  the  crow  flies, 
or  by  rail  164  miles  (264  kiloms.).  It  lies  in  a  large  plain  providing 
pasture  tor  numbers  of  cattle  and  is  a  principal  focus  of  whatever 
trade  there  is  in  the  Eastern  Laos  provinces.  It  is  separated  from 
Bangkok  by  the  thickly- wooded  mountain  range  of  the  Dong  Phya 
Ten,  the  tracks  through  which  have  been  always  justly  dreaded 
for  the  dangerous  fever  which  awaits  the  foot  traveller  along  them. 
Some  idea  of  the  change  which  the  railway  is  likely  to  make  can 
be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  the  journey  from  Korat  to  the 
capital  which  now  takes  10  hours  formerly  occupied  for  ordinary 
travellers  some  14  or  15  days  with  a  possibility,  if  not  probabQity, 
that  one  or  two  members  of  every  caravan  would  succumb  to  fever 
on  the  route.  Trade  under  such  circumstances  was  naturally 
limited  and  it  may  very  reasonably  be  expected  that  several  years 
must  elapse  before  it  can  be  built  up  to  any  extent. 

The  construction  of  this  railway  was  commenced  in  March, 
1892.  The  first  section  of  it  from  Bangkok  to  Ayuthia  (71  Idioms.) 
was  opened  in  March,  1897,  and  this  was  extended  to  Gengkoi — 
54  kiloms.  further  on — ^by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  railway  has 
been  an  expensive  one  in  human  life.  Literally  thousands  of 
coolies— Chinese,  Laos,  Siamese,  and  some  Indians — ^have  died 
upon  the  construction.  Of  Europeans  engaged  upon  the  work  it 
is  said  that  at  least  30  (probably  there  were  a  few  more)  died  in 
the  country,  and  of  these  19  were  British. 

Most  of  the  coolie  mortality  occurred  in  the  forest  sections 
above  Gengkoi 

It  is  impossible  to  give  much  account  of  the  actual  working 
of  the  railway  during  1900,  as  the  annual  reports  of  the  railway 
department  which  are  published  after  the  end  of  the  Siamese 
year  (March  31)  are  not  yet  to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing  this 
report,  and  the  administration  of  the  department  has  not  found 
itself  able,  as  in  previous  years,  to  furnish  any  facts  or  figures  in 
advance. 

The  passenger  traffic  at  present  furnishes  the  greater  part  of 
the  receipts.  The  numbers  of  passengers  and  quantity  of  goods 
carried  in  the  last  two  years  of  which  statistics  have  been  published 
is  as  follows : — 


Year  ending— 

PaMengerf 
Carried. 

Gt)ods 
Carried. 

March  81, 1890 

.Maroh81,1900 

Number. 

417,S28 

497,848 

Tom. 

22,654 

80,810 
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It  must  be  remarked  that  a  large  proportion  of  these  goctis 
consisted  of  material  used  in  the  construction  of  the  line  itself 
and  not  of  merchandise. 

The  amount  of  paddy  (rice)  carried  in  the  first  of  the  two 
years  was  9,805  tons,  and  in  the  second  9,731  tons. 
Korau  The  trade  of  Korat  itself,  like  that  of  Bangkok,  is  mainly  in 

the  hands  of  Chinese.  The  business  part  of  the  town  lies  in  a 
long  street  between  the  railway  station  and  the  walled  city  and 
the  advent  of  the  line  has  already  caused  an  increase  in  the  price 
of  land  in  this  direction.  Corrugated-iron — that  unfailing  mark 
of  approaching  civilisation — has  made  its  appearance  in  the 
market  and  its  use  is  sure  to  be  extended.  The  city  proper — 
whose  ancient  walls  are  sadly  dilapidated  and  will .  probably  be 
pulled  down  and  used  to  harden  the  several  fine  but  quite 
immetalled  roads  in  the  town — is  about  a  mile  long  and  but 
thinly  inhabited.  It  contains  the  residences  of  the  commissioner 
and  otlier  civil  authorities  as  well  ns  the  barracks  of  the  troops 
stationed  at  Korat.  A  striking  feature  of  the  place  is  the  number 
of  bullock  carts  constantly  passing  through  the  streets. 

Owiiig  to  their  construction  they  can  carry  but  small  loads, 
but  they  and  the  caravans  of  packed  bullocks  carry  on  all  the 
the  trade  between  Korat  and  the  outlying  districts. 

A  good  deal  of  raw  silk  is  brought  into  Korat,  some  of  it 
being  spun  there  into  "  panungs  "  (the  national  costume)  and  some 
sent  down  to  Bangkok.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that 
the  Government  have  recently  engaged  a  Japanese  expert  to  report 
upon  and  improve  the  silk  industry.  Elephant  tusks  and  rhino- 
ceros horns  which  used  to  be  one  of  the  staples  of  commerce  are 
obtained  mostly  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mekong  and  are  said  to 
be  not  brought  down  so  frequently  since  the  French  occupation 
of  that  region. 

It  was  expected  that  the  cattle  traders  would  have  made  con- 
siderable use  of  the  railway,  and  a  good  number  of  bullocks  were 
being  exported  by  this  means  to  Bangkok,  but  in  February,  1900, 
the  railway  raised  its  rate  for  them  by  87  per  cent,  and  the 
number  carried  has  in  consequence  largely  fallen  off.  At  Tapkwang 
above  Gengkoi,  a  privately  owned  Bght  railway  joins  the  line 
and  brings  down  lime  from  works  recently  started.  The  exten- 
sion of  building  in  Bangkok  has  made  a  brisk  demand  for  this 
material. 
The  Lopburi  The  Lopburi  line  has  also  been  opened  and  is  now  working, 
line.  This  line  which  branches  off  from  the  main  Korat  line  at  Ban 

Padji  (90  kiloms.  trom  Bangkok)  is  42  kiloms.  long.  It  is  the 
commencement  of  the  line  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  eventually 
connect  Bangkok  with  ChiengmaL  Work  has  already  commenced 
beyond  Lopburi  in  the  direction  of  Nakon  Sawan,  the  first  step  on 
the  road. 
The  The  construction  of  the  line  to  Ratburi  and  Petchaburi  on  the 

Petchaburi      ^est  of  the  Bangkok  River  is  also  progressing.    This  will  be  of 
^^°**  metre  gauge,  the  lines  already  referred  to  being  of  standard 

gauge. 
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In  addition 'to  these  Government  railways  there  is  talk  of  jaght. 
several  small  private  light  lines  which  are  to  be  built.    The  con-  hSwaji. 
st^ctiun  of  one  in  the  Prabat  district  has  commenced  and  others 
are  projected. 

The  Kabin  Gold  Mines,  which  are  now  the  property  of  an  Miner, 
entirely  British  concern,  "  The  New  Kabin  Gold  Mines  of  Siam 
Limited,"  have  remained  in  a  condition  of  suspended  animation 
as  far  as  work  goes.  They  have  a  quantity  of  valuable  machinery 
on  the  spot,  but  it  seems  that  a  great  deal  of  work  remains  to  be 
done  before  any  earnings  can  be  looked  for.  The  same  company 
has  taken  over  the  lease  of  tlie  sapphire  and  ruby  mines  at  Pailin. 
It  does  not  attempt  any  mining,  however,  but  grants  licenses  to 
native  diggers  and  leases  out  the  various  surface  rights.  Nothing 
is  known  of  the  work  of  the  French  gold  mine  at  Wattana,  and 
not  much  of  the  Danish  copper  mine  at  Chantuk. 

The  development  of  Bangkok  .during  the  past  two  or  three  Building  in 
yeara  has  been  very  rapid  in  the  building  line.  Bangkok. 

New  roads  are  being  constantly  mcwie,  whole  blocks  of  old  and 
unsightly  or  incommodious  structures  are  being  puUed  down  and 
their  places  taken  for  the  most  part  by  neat  shop  residences. 
There  has  in  consequence  been  a  good  demand  for  building 
materials.  The  works  connected  with  the  new  Boyal  Palace  of 
Dusit  Park  which  is  being  constructed  just  outside  Bangkok,  too, 
have  caused  considerable  activity  in  this  line.  A  good  deal  has  been 
done,  too,  in  the  erection  of  iron  bridges  over  the  various  canals 
and  creeks,  but  while  new  bridges  are  built  lavishly  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Dusit  Park,  the  bridges  in  the  business  quarters  are  fre- 
quently allowed  to  fall  into  a  highly  dangerous  condition  for  the 
want  of  a  few  repairs. 

The  Siam  Electricity  Company,  a  Danish  concern  with  a  capi-  Klectaric  lighfc 
tal  of  150,000/.,  has  now  practically  absorbed  the  Bangkok  Tram-  ^^,rmy«. 
way  Company,  which  is  also  Danish.  The  tramway  is  an  electric 
one  on  the  overhead  wire  system,  and  has  been  running  for  some 
years  in  Bangkok  with  much  success.  The  same  company  has 
also  acquired  the  rights  of  a  new  tramway,  5^  miles  long,  running 
to  Samsen,  a  suburb  of  Bangkok.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Government  will  insist  on  certain  reforms  in  those  lines,  for  while 
they  are  no  doubt  a  great  boon  to  many  thousands,  the  disgraceful 
condition  in  which  parts  of  the  permanent'  way  have  been  kept 
n  past  years,  and  the  speed  at  which  the  cars  ofteti  run  through 
crowded  streets,  constitute  a  danger  to  foot  and  carriage  passengers 
suiih  as  would  hardly  be  tolerated  in  any  other  country.  Under 
the  new  arrangement  the  tramways  will  obtain  their  power  from 
the  electric  li^t  poWer  station. 

The  numerous  6res  which  have  occurred  of  recent  years  in  Frequencj  of 
Bangkok  rice-mills  has  become  a  serious  question.  In  1900,  five  ^'•■• 
mills  were  burnt  down.  The  loss, '  which  fell  mostly  on  British 
insurance  offices,  was  over  100,000/.  The  cause  of  the  fire  is 
never  known ;  in  some  cases  it  is '  attributed  to  incendiarism  on 
the  part  of  some  aggrieved  coolie;  but  more  often  it  is  probably 
due  to  the  fall  of  a  kerosene  lamp. ' 
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It  would  be  well,  perhaps,  if  the  insurance  companies  were  to 
insist  upon  the  use  of  electric  licht  or  vegetable  oils  only  in  the 
mills.  There  were  several  other  large  fires  in  the  town,  too,  which 
did  a  large  amount  of  damage.  These  will  be  probably  of  less 
frequent  occurrence  as  wooden  houses  covered  with  thatch  are 
replaced  by  brick  buildings  roofed  with  tiles  or  corrugated  iron. 

Annex  A. — ^Betubk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bangkok 
during  the  Year  1900. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Katiooalitj. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

Vcsscb. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Siamese  •• 
Ghermaa  ••         •• 
Norwegian 
French    .  •         •  • 
Dutch     •• 
Eossian  .. 
Danish    .. 
Swedish  .. 

1 
2 

1 
7 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 
1 

486 

616 

1,638 

8,845 

575 

•  • 

'882 

469 

168 

11 

194 

18 

26 

16 

3 

4 

•  • 

141,370 
5,236 

185,577 
18,810 
9,763 
6,154 
6,001 
5,065 

169 

13 

195 

25 

27 

16 

3 

5 

1 

141,856 

5,862 

187,215 

17,155 

10,328 

6,154 

6,001 

5,447 

469 

Total       .. 
„     1899 

14 
20 

7,511 
17,565 

440 
442 

372,966 
880,153 

454 
46^ 

380,477 
397,718 

Cleakbd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

TTatiftntilit-Ti 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Siamese  ..         •. 
German  ••         •• 
Norwegian 
French    .. 
Kussian  .. 
Dutch     .. 
Danish    .. 
Swedish  .. 

1 

1 
1 
7 

1 

. . 

"l 

1 

486 

808 

1,688 

3,511 

575 

'382- 
469 

168 

11 

190 

18 

26 

3 

16 

5 

•  • 

142,034 
5,236 

181,538 
18,870 
9,776 
6,573 
6,154 
5,623 

169 

12 

191 

25 

27 

3 

16 

6 

1 

142,520 

5,544 

183,176 

17,881 

10,351 

6,573 

6,154 

5,905 

469 

Total 
„      1899.. 

13 

20 

7,369 
15,881 

437 

447 

370,704 
383,922 

450 
467 

878,073 
899,803 
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Annex  B, — Rbtukn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Bani^b  during.  thoFTeaiB  1899->190(X 


hM« 


vrtn^wr 

1«00. 

l#o(k^ 

1 

QuanMy^ 

Value. 

Quantity.       Yalue. 

£ 

£ 

Bie«' 

•\    9on8 

4«,661 

2jMii958 

414,544 

2,225,470 

Trak           ..• 

•  •  '        ,v          •". 

80}6io  1 

fifltn  nfl7 

4M«i' 

8M«VhM  • 

Marine  produdts 

•  •■    _t»        •• 

19,696  < 

1)0^46 

18,669 

121,821 

Bidlbckii'     .. 

..    U^ad     .i 

1IM1I58- 

6ii;«]i2 

15,988 

mn*-- 

Pe^^ 

*.    Tons      .. 

ls]»6: 

66i451 

699 

4«iM0' 

W66cb  0fher  ;  ibkai  , 

7,118' 

99,002 

7,488* 

Bl)9Mi 

Aftk 

.V       ^        .  ^ 

TH^miM     .. 

•  k                   ■  a 

•  • 

)«i076 

•  • 

»»»' 

Otli^i<  aMclM ' 

•  4                   •• 

•• 

880,180 

•• 

2e8<W» 

TotAl  .. 

..          .. 

8;*«,775 

••    • 

8)087i8^' 

Ret^iAI  df  Pifini!^  Article  of  Im|)o«1>  i^o  Bangkok*  ehimg  til«^ 
,  ifeafs  1899-^1900: 


ArtidM. 

1899. 

J  900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantify. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Cotton  goods 

•• 

424,867 

•  • 

409,068 

Treasure 

•  • 

•  • 

610,737 

•  • 

886,804 

Steel,     iron,      and 

machinery 

•• 

,. 

167,416 

•  • 

169,846 

Opium 

Silk  goods  .. 

Chests   .. 

1,804 

97,911 

1,667 

141,149 

.• 

, , 

108,588 

, , 

128,177 

Sugar 

,, 

., 

71,274 

., 

101.819 

Kerosene    •• 

, 

58,826 

,. 

97,8i7 

Gunny  bags 

.  • 

. . 

76,285 

, , 

91,482 

Coitonyam 

Bales     .. 

8,516 

61,283 

7,018 

63,260 

Hardware    and 

eutlery    . . 

,, 

., 

27,166 

•  • 

88,112 

Other  articles 

•  • 

•• 

960,498 

•• 

1,014,9^6 

Total   .. 

A« 

2,582,187 

•• 

2,576,540 

Digitized  by 


Google 


16 


BANOKOK. 


Annex  C— Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
•   from  and  In^rted  to  Bangkok  to  and  £rom  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


BxpoEte. 

Importa. 

...      Oanatry. 

«k..r         . 

'■■■     ■      :         ■ 

1890. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8i|ig»pore         i. 

1^6,442 

1,428,820 

944,982 

968,812 

Hong-Xong      «« 

1,863,660 

1,161,824 

719,266 

684,074 

T7mt6d  Kingdom       .. 

44,d74 

88,664 

272,7«l 

274470  / 

India 

48,927 

114,821 

99,642 

98,269 

CramiAnj        •» 

ao,66i 

2,801 

107,686 

141,918/ 

Obina  V 

4,661 

,     1,199 

186,086 

141,819    : 

Dutch  BMtlndief      .. 

68 

.76 

64,172 

77.148 

UnitadStatof  .. 

. 8^402 

806 

18,680 

22,620 

Saigon 

18,079 

14,826 

9,899 

10412 

EinDpe  (defftanafion  nd- 
known)         ••         •• 

'■•  *' 

" " 

262,729 

268,716 

•  • 

•  • 

Other^^Qonfcries          •  • 

•67,002 

'   18,867 

189#)* 

1684^18  . 

Total     •• 

8,128,^76 

8,067,819 

2,582,187 

2,676,640 

.  ««f.  •   •  . 

' '     *"  '   ** 

. 
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BepoTt  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Con»ida/r  District  of 
Chiengmai  for  the  Fair  1900 

By  Mr.  Consul  W.  R.  D.  Beckett. 

(KeceiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  September  80. 1901.) 

To  give  an  accurate  history  of    the   trade  of   the   Consular  Introduotorx 
district  of  Chiengmai  during  a  particular  year  is  a  matter  of  no  »"*ark8. 
little  difficulty,  in  fact,  is  not  possible. 

The  Consular  district  of   Chiengmai  comprises  the  whole  of  Natural 
Northern  Siam,  which  may  be  shortly  described  as  a  region  com-  ^^^'^'^  **? 
posed  of  a  succession  of  well- watered,  elevated  plains,  each  plain  connOar** 
being  represented  by  a  town  surrounded  by  villages,  and  divided  district, 
from  the  other  plains  by  ranges  of  hills  varying  from  1,600  to 
4,000  feet  in  altitude,  over  which  run  well-worn  caravan  paths, 
some  fairly  good  in  the  dry  weather,  but  all  more  or  less  im- 
passable in  the  rains.     Along  these  routes  are  conveyed  local  ex- 
changes of  food-stuffs,  &c.,  the  trade  with  the  British  State  of 
Kengtung  on  the  north,  and  the  more  important  trade  between 
Yunnan  and  Moulmein,  by  way  of  Kengtung  and  Chiengmai  or 
Lakhon.     No  index  is  kept  of  this  overland  trade,  except  such  as 
passes  the  British  frontier  on  the  way  to  or  from  Moulmein.    Even 
if  the  whole  of  this  overland  trade  were  registered,  the  total  would 
be  found  to  be  insignificant,  with  little  tendency  under  present 
conditions  and  with  existing  communications  to  increase.     In  fact, 
the  bulk  of  the  trade  follows,  as  may  be  expected,  the  line  of  least 
resistance,  that  is  to  say,  along  the  waterways. 

The  year  1900  was,  except  as  re^rds  teak,  a  dull  one  for  trade,  CKjneral 
and  with  that  one  exception,  calls  for  little  comment.   Local  shop-  JjJ^®^^ 
keepers  attributed  the  dnlness  to  the  enhanced  price  of  all  European  ^y^^  f '  *" 
go<^)ds,  which,  coupled  with  a  low  rupee-tical  exchange  as  com- 
pared  with  previous  years,  made  prices  prohibitive  to  the  Lao 
peasant  purchaser,  and  reduced  the  profits  of  traders  to  a  minimum. 
An  explanation  of  the  poor  market  given  by  a  Chinese  tradier  at 
Utaradit  on  the  Nan  River,  where  Bangkok  goods  are  stocked  for 
distribution  to  the  Nan  and  Phre  markets,  is,  though  somewhat 
pathetic  and  hardly  historically  correct,  interesting,  as  throwing  a 
side-light   on   public  opinion  in    Northern   Siam.     The    Chinese 
trader's  explanation  was  that  no  fewer  than  60  foreign  merchant 
vessels  laden  with  merchandise  had  been  captured  on  the  high 
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seas  by  the  victorious  Chinese  in  their  war  with  all  the  Foreign 
Powers.  Hence  the  scarcity  of  trading  goods  in  Utaradit.  The 
rice  crop  was,  it  is  true,  slightly  damaged  by  the  excessive  rains, 
which  continued,  strange  to  say,  nearly  two  months  beyond  the 
ordinary  period,  and  by  a  visitation  of  caterpillars  after  the  rainB 
had  ceased.  But  the  harvest  was,  on  the  whole,  normal,  and  the 
country  people  were  satisfied  with  their  stocks  of  grain. 

Operations  in  teak,  successful  though  their  result  was  during 
the  year  owing  to  the  excellent  floating  season,  can  hardly  be 
reckoned  as  a  factor  in  determining  the  general  commercial 
prosperity  or  otherwise  of  this  Consular  district.  A  good  timber 
season  means  a  hardly-earned  increment  to  the  timber  firms,  and 
an  accumulation  of  timber  at  the  duty  station  followed  during  the 
ensuing  year  by  an  increased  export  from  Bangkok,  but  aBects 
only  slightly  and  indirectly  the  general  purchasing  power  of  the 
bulk  of  the  population  who  take  no  part  in  extracting  the  teak 
but  confine  themselves  as  a  rule  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
Speaking  generally,  the  year  was  one  of  average  prosperity  to  the 
population  of  Northern  Siam,  though  the  returns  of  overland  trade 
available  show  considerable  decrease  both  in  exports  and  imports. 
This  decrease  is  due,  in  the  opinion  of  those  best  qualified  to  judge, 
to  the  irritating  regulations  as  to  passports  imposed  during  the 
year  by  the  Siamese  authorities.  These  regulations,  introduced  to 
check  dacoity,  have  had  the  unfortunate,  though  doubtless  unin- 
tentional effect  of  intimidating  the  overland  pack- trader,  whether 
he  imports  hats  and  hardware  from  Keugtung,  or  takes  Chiengmai 
bullocks  for  sale  in  Lower  Burma.  Encouragement  to  trade, 
whether  transfrontier  or  otherwise,  has  never  at  any  time  been  a 
conspicuous  characteristic  of  the  local  authorities.  The  present 
passport  system  will,  if  continued,  soon  pi-ove  fatal  to  a  trans- 
frontier and  inter- State  commercial  intercourse,  which,  if  properly 
fostered,  might  develop  into  one  of  considerable  magnitude. 

The  exports  to  Burma  by  way  of  the  trade  routes  leading  direct 
to  the  Salween  from  the  northern  portion  of  this  Consular  district 
amount  to  130,009/.,  as  compared  with  175,443/.  in  1899,  a  de- 
crease of  45,434/.  Those  conveyed  by  way  of  the  more  southern 
trade  route  from  Eaheng  to  Tenasserim  amount  to  21,435/.,  as 
against  29,332/.,  a  decrease  of  7,897/.  There  is  thus  a  total  falling- 
ofif  of  53,331/.,  or  nearly  25  per  cent. 

Every  article  shows  a  decrease  except  raw  silk,  in  the  export 
of  which  there  was  an  increase  of  1,246/. 

Silver  cash  accounts  for  15  per  cent,  of  the  deficiency.  Most 
of  the  rupee  cash  exported  may  be  assumed  to  be  the  net  earnings 
of  the  contractors  and  foresters  in  the  employ  of  the  large  British 
firm  engaged  in  teak  operations  along  the  Salween.  The  reason 
for  such  remittances  in  cash  instead  of  by  the  safer  and  less  ex- 
pensive method  of  drafts  on  Moulmein  is  not  obvious,  and  has 
never  yet  received  any  explanation. 

There  is  a  reduction  in  the  import  of  cattle  to  the  extent  of 
4,438  head,  or  13,694/.,  equivalent  to  a  decrease  of  50  per  cent,  on 
the  previous  year.     In  1898  the  total  number  of  animals  exported 
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was  43,814,  in  1900  it  was  8,843 ;  the  decrease  commenced  in 
1899,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  other  reason,  must  be  attributed 
to  the  insuperable  difficulties  placed  in  the  way  of  the  drovers  by 
the  present  passport  system  already  referred  to.  To  obtain  a  pass- 
port the  owner  of  the  cattle  is  called  upon  to  bring  all  the 
animals  from  their  pnsture  into  one  of  the  towns,  and  attend  at 
the  local  matristrate's  office  until  a  description  of  each  animal  has 
been  recorded  in  the  passport.  This  entails  a  delay  of  a  week  or 
10  days,  or  even  more,  according  as  the  passport  officer  is  busy  or 
not.  The  fee  collected  is  8  atts  (2d.)  for  each  animal,  and  there 
are  sundry  small  charges  for  ink,  paper,  &c.  This  tedious  and 
expensive  process  is  repeated  at  each  town  through  which  the 
cattle  pass  on  their  way  to  the  Salween.  It  can  thus  be  easily 
understood  how  all  the  drover's  profits  are  speedily  consumed  in 
expenses  connected  with  this  dreaded  operation  of  obtaining  a 
passport 

Cattle  rearing  on  the  abundant  pastures  of  Northern  Siam 
might  easily  become  a  thriving  industry.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  Siamese  authorities  will,  in  their  own  interests, 
modify  the  present  system,  which,  introduced  with  the  praise- 
worthy object  of  checking  dacoity,  is  speedily  degenerating  merely 
into  a  tax  on  the  honest  trader. 

Before  passing  to  the  important  subject  of  teak  it  may  be  0^1'«f«^I«'*«- 
remarked  that  the  other  exports  taken  to  Burma  or  to  Bangkok 
call  for  little  comment.  The  former  brisk  trade  with  Bangkok  in 
gum-benjamin,  sticlac,  and  other  forest  products,  many  of  which 
were  brought  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Lao  of  Luang  Prabang  in 
exchange  for  the  cotton  goods  in  the  Chiengmai  market,  has  now 
practically  ceased  to  exist.  A  Chinese  trader  of  Chiengmai,  some  Stioko. 
five  years  ago,  bought  up  1,000  piculs  of  sticlac  at  the  rate  of 
'52^  rs.  (3/.  10s.)  per  picul  (133^  lbs,).  The  sticlac  still  lies  in  his 
godown,  and  the  home  prices  remain  so  low  that  there  seems  little 
chance  of  disposing  of  his  stock  for  some  time  to  come. 

Gum-benjamin,  a  product  from  the  high  hills  to  the  north-east  ^^' 
of  Luang  Prabang,  now  either  finds  its  way  down  to  the  Tonquin  ***^i*"^"*- 
markets  by  way  of  the  Bed  Eiver  or  to  a  smaller  extent  to 
Bangkok  by  way  of  Paklai  on  the  Mekong  Kiver  and  Utaradit. 

The  "Ton  Khamjan,"  or  gum-benjamin  tree,  is  also  found 
growing  along  the  slopes  of  the  hills  around  Chiengmai,  but 
whether  because  in  this  latitude  it  is  of  puny  growth  and  deficient 
in  resin  or  because  the  art  of  extracting  the  resin  is  locally 
unknown,  has  no  commercial  value  in  the  eyes  of  local  traders. 

The  present  output  of  teak  timber  from  Northern  Siam  forests  Teak, 
may  be  roughly  classified  as:  (1)  that  from  Chiengmai  territory 
bordering  the  Scilween  and  floated  down  that  river  to  Kado,  the 
duty  station,  thence  to  Moulmein;  (2)  that  floated  down  the 
Me  Ping,  Me  Wang,  Me  Yom,  and  Me  Nan  rivers,  all  tributaries 
of  the  Me  Nam  to  Paknampho,  the  duty  station  and  thence  to 
Bangkok. 

The  year's  rainfall  of  70"76   inches  has,  as  far  as  existing  Comparison 
statistics  show,  only  once  been  exceeded,  viz.,  in  1893,  when  the  andTSo^^^ 
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fall  was  75*21  inches.  It  is  interesting,  therefore,  to  compare  as 
far  as  possible  the  two  years,  both  as  regards  actual  figures  as  well 
as  the  relative  conditions  and  status  of  the  leak  tiude,  at  the  com- 
\  mencement  and  end  of  this  septennial  period. 
Salween  tide.  On  the  Salween  side  the  rains  are  more  plentiful  than  on  the 
Me  Nam  side,  and  the  deep  steep-banked  trough  of  the  Salween 
enables  logs  put  into  its  main  tributaries  say  in  May  to  rench  the 
Kado  duty  station  above  Moulmein  as  early  as  June  with  none  of 
the  delays  incident  to  Me  Nam  floated  timl)er  owing  to  sandbanks 
and  islands  and  the  loss  during  heavy  floods  owing  to  low  banks 
and  a  plain  country.  The  figures,  therefore,  given  in  the  Kado 
returns  represent  the  actual  output  of  the  year,  whilst  those  of 
the  Paknampho  returns  may  be  taken,  as  a  rule,  to  indicate  the 
quantity  of  timber  dragged  to  the  main  streams  in  the  previous 
year. 

In  1893  52,463  logs  were  exported  to  Moulmein;  in  1900 
timber  to  the  value  of  75,733Z.,  or,  at  the  approximate  rate  of  3L 
(45  rs.)  per  log,  25,250  logs.  The  export  on  this  side  has  declined 
steadily,  especially  during  the  past  three  years.  It  is  difficult  to 
assign  a  cause  for  this  decrease,  unless  it  is  that,  previous  to  1897, 
when  the  new  leases  commenced  to  operate,  indiscriminate  felling 
and  girdling  were  carried  on  by  Burmese  and  Shan  foresters,  who 
worked  under  contract  with  Moulmein  money-lenders  and  whose 
sole  object,  therefore,  was  to  deliver  as  large  a  quantity  of  timber 
as  possible  within  a  given  time  without  respect  to  size  or  quality, 
and  that  since  1897  operations  have  been  entirely  financed  by  a 
British  firm  having  large  experience  in  practical  timber  work 
with  responsible  European  agents  on  the  spot  to  control  the  work 
of  extraction  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  firm,  and  with 
a  greater  regard  for  the  quality  of  the  timber  and  to  the  restric- 
tions and  regulations  imposed  by  the  leases.  Salween  timber 
operations  on  the  old  lines  residted  in  constant  litigation  between 
money-lenders  and  contractors  for  recovery  of  advances,  and 
between  the  Chiengmai  authorities  and  the  contractors,  who 
were  often  also  lessees,  for  recovery  of  huge  sums  due  for 
arrears  of  royalty.  In  the  hands  of  the  British  firm  this  litiga- 
tion has  entirely  ceased  and  a  fixed  revenue  in  royalty  is  assured 
to  the  Government  on  all  logs  reaching  Kado  that  bear  certain 
marks  pre-aiTanged  between  the  firm  and  the  Forest  Department. 
The  establishment  of  these  operations  has  been  a  costly  one  to 
the  British  firm,  and  the  work  of  extraction  which  even  under 
easy  conditions  necessitates  large  advances  will,  owing  to  the  in- 
creasing inaccessibility  of  the  timber  in  the  n)ajority  of  the 
Salween  forests  and  the  necessity  of  overcoming  certain  natural 
obstacles  in  some  so  as  to  work  the  teak  to  the  waterways,  involve 
a  large  and  permanent  outlay.  This  aggregated  expenditure  can- 
not, with  the  most  favourable  seasons,  be  expected  to  yield  any 
commensurate  returns  until  after  many  years  have  elapsed.  An 
assurance  of  permanency  is,  therefore,  the  all-important  desideratum 
to  the  Government  as  well  as  to  the  firm.  The  present  output  on 
this  side  consists  chiefly  of  timber  girdled  previous  to  1896,  whence 
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most  of  the  preeent  leases  date  in  which  the  size  of  girdable  trees 
was  raised  from  6  kam  (25^  inches)  to  9  kam  (38^  inches)  in 
demi-girth.  This  fact  combined  with  the  high  price  of  teak  during 
the  past  few  years  and  the  desire  on  the  part  of  lessees  to  work 
the  forests  to  the  fullest  extent  owing  to  prevailing  uncertainty  as 
to  the  future  disposition  of  the  forests  by  the  Government,  has 
tended  to  the  export  of  a  class  of  timber  inferior  both  in  size  and 
quality.  The  present  drop  in  the  market,  added  to  the  removal  of 
this  uncertainty  iii  a  manner  which  will  be  described  later,  will 
doubtless  before  long  cause  an  improvement  in  this  respect. 

On  the  Me  Nam  side  the  exceptional  and  well-distributed  rain-  Mo  Nam  side, 
fall  cleared  out  of  the  side  creeks  large  accumulations  of  logs  that 
had  lain  there  for  years  awaiting  a  favouiuble  floating  season.  The 
number  of  full-sized  logs,  viz.,  those  over  18  feet  long,  that  arrived 
at  the  duty  station  at  Paknampho  was  120,000.  This  record  total 
exceeds  the  previous  record  of  73,000  logs  in  1893  by  47,000  logs, 
or  64  per  cent.     The  total  is  made  up  as  follows : — 


From — 

Quantity. 

Me  Ping  and  Me  Wang 

Me  Yom 

Me  Nan 

Logs. 

67,000 

52,000 

1,000 

The  fact  that  large  numbers  of  logs  have  now  cleared  the 
boundaries  of  the  forests  and  have  thus  escaped  confiscation  under 
the  clause  of  the  lease  which  provides  that  timber  still  lying 
within  such  boundaries  on  the  expiry  of  the  lease  become  the 
property  of  the  lessor  or  the  Government  on  behalf  of  the  forest 
owners,  has  afforded  great  relief  to  the  British  companies  and 
traders  who  are  engaged  in  this  staple  industry  of  the  north. 
Most  of  the  present  leases  expire  in  1901  or  1902,  and  had  no  good 
floating  season  intervened  before  1902  the  small  mai-gin  of  profits 
that  can  \mder  present  conditions  Ido  expected  would  have  turned 
into  heavy  losses. 

The  expenses  of  working  still  continue  high  with  a  tendency  Expenseg  of 
to  increase.  Burmese  and  Shan  contractors  who  in  1896  were  ^^'king. 
satisfied  with  agreements  for  delivery  of  timber  into  the  main 
streams  on  a  2 J  pikat  basis,  now  demand  from  4  to  5  pikat,  or  the 
option  of  selling  their  timber  to  Bangkok  buyers  at  market  rates. 
Taking  the  average  standard  of  logs  at  7  ticals  of  the  pikat  table, 
and  remembering  that  the  old  custom  stUl  rules  of  making  up 
forester's  accounts  at  the  long  extinct  rate  of  75  ticals  equal 
100  rs.,  this  means  a  rise  of  from  24  to  47  rs.  per  log.  The 
companies  have  then  to  pay  the  royalty  and  duty  and  expenses  of 
**  ounging"  the  timber  down  the  main  streams.  With  the  rate  at 
Bangkok  as  high  as  15  pikat  and  the  price  of  the  home  market 
good,  advancers  of  capital  could  afford  perhaps  to  give  their 
contractors  a  higher  rate.  But  the  Bangkok  rate  being  entirely 
*  fictitious  and  applicable  only  to  timber  for  local  consumption,  and 
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the  home  markets  by  no  means  constant,  any  general  rise  of  rates 
to  contractors  could  only  be  granted  at  considerable  risk.  At  the 
same  time  the  contractors  have  some  grounds  for  demanding  a  rise 
in  rates.  It  is  on  them  that  the  burden  of  the  new  forest  regula- 
tions falls,  and  they  are  held  responsible  by  the  companies  for  all 
breaches  of  the  lease.  The  elephants  with  which  they  work  are, 
it  is  true,  usually  purchased  with  money  advanced  by  the  companies 
at  12  per  cent,  interest  per  annum.  But  the  same  elephants  are 
mortgaged  to  the  latter  against  failure  to  perform  the  contract, 
and  each  elephant  dies  at  the  contractor's  risk.  The  price  of 
elephants  continues  high  and  the  demand  is  still  great.  For  the 
wages  of  coolies  also  the  contractor  is  responsible.  Khamus  are 
still  generally  employed.  Their  rate  of  wage  still  remains  on  the 
average  as  high  as  120  rs.  per  annum  with  food  granted  in  addition 
to  wage.  But  the  tendency  now  is  to  set  less  store  on  the  Khamu 
as  a  forest  coolie.  He  is  said  to  be  degenerating  as  a  labourer  and 
it  is  at  all  times  difficult  to  procure  a  number  equal  to  the 
demand.  Foresters  therefore  are  falling  back  upon  Lao  labour 
which  at  one  time  thought  most  unsatisfactory  is  now  found  to 
be  little  inferior  to  and  considerably  cheaper  than  the  Khamu. 

Whether  the  greater  risk  lies  with  the  companies  or  with  the 
contractor  it  is  a  fact  that  British  foresters  and  British  companies 
were  the  pioneers  of  the  teak  trade  in  Northern  Siam,  and  having 
weathered  the  many  risks  and  difficulties  which,  under  the  old 
conditions,  were  attendant  on  opening  and  extending  a  business 
such  as  that  of  teak  in  a  new  field,  they  feel  somewhat  naturally 
entitled  to  receive  proportionate  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
Siamese  Government  and  the  Forest  Department  now  that  these 
conditions  have  been  changed  and  the  forest  administration  and 
patronage  has  become  centralised  at  and  controlled  by  Bangkok. 
They  also  demand  that  equality  of  treatment  in  the  matter  of 
reduced  areas,  increased  royalties  and  other  new  restrictions  with 
traders  of  Siamese  or  other  nationality,  which  form  the  basis  of 
all  past  competition.  The  following  figures  show  roughly  in  logs, 
the  proportion  of  the  output  •for  1898-99  controlled  by  British 
subjects  and  other  nationalities,  viz. : — 


Nationality. 

1898. 

1899. 

Quantity.    |  Per  Cent. 

Quantity. 

Per  Cent. 

British          

Danish          

Chinese  and  others  (chiefly 
Siamese) 

Logs.        1 
30,000                59 
800                  2 

20,000       •           39 

Logs. 

83,000 
5,500 

31,500 

69 
5 

26 

Total 

50,800               100 

120,000 

100 

Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  British  interests  still  preponderate  in 
the  ratio  of  about  3  to  5.     Considering  that  the  amount  of  British 
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capital  invested  is  estimated  to  be  2,000,000/.,  this  ratio  is  not 
disproportionate. 

Disquietude  on  the  part  of  the  British  companies  as  to  the  Half-awM 
future  and  the  fears  entertained  that  large  areas  would  be  closed  ^\^  ^ 
have  been  partially  allayed  by  the  decision  conje  to  by  the  Siamese  Stuw  ilith 
Government  towards  the  end  of  the  year  to   grant   to  present  rettriotions. 
lessees  or  permit-holdei-s  of  areas  now  being  worked  a  renewal  of 
their  leases  for  a  further  term  of  six  years,  but  this  renewal  is 
qualified  by — 

(1)  A  reduction  of  the  areas  leased  by  one  half,  the  other  half 
being  considered  as  a  reserve  area. 

(2)  The  prohibition  of  all  girdling. 

(3)  The  imposition  of  a  royalty  of  10  rs.  on  all  logs  measuring 
over  the  pikat  stamlard  of  3  ti(»ls,  or  about  30  cubic  feet, 
and  of  6  rs.  on  all  below  that  size. 

The  half-areas  opened  are,  it  is  true,  the  most  productive  and 
should  for  a  time  afford  work  for  the  present  elephant  power,  but 
no  girdling  being  allowed,  the  supply  of  timber  is  limited  and 
must  speedily  be  exhausted.  At  the  commencement  of  the  new 
leases,  chiefly  in  1902,  the  out-turns  will  be  at  once  affected  by 
the  heavy  royalty  on  small  logs  of  the  3  ticals  and  4  ticals  pikat 
standard  above  referred  to,  very  large  quantities  of  which  have 
lately  been  worked.  The  royalty  of  10  1*8.  on  such  logs  is  equivalent 
to  a  rate  of  4  pikat  on  a  3  tical  log  and  3  pikat  on  a  4  tical  log, 
which  even  at  the  highest  rates  paid  in  the  north  leaves  only  a 
small  margin  for  dragging  expenses.  The  reduction  of  areas  will, 
it  is  estimated,  not  affect  the  output  during  the  first  two  years  of 
the  new  lease,  i.e.  not  until  1904.  After  that  date,  should  no 
further  girdling  be  allowed,  the  out-turn  will  diminish  rapidly 
with  each  year  of  the  lease.  Given,  however,  equality  of  treatment 
with  other  nationals  and  equality  of  opportunity,  and  provided* 
that  conservancy  restrictions  are  as  rigidly  enforced  against  others 
as  against  themselves,  British  foresters  and  traders  are  entitled  to 
anticipate,  if  not  the  same  profits  as  heretofore,  at  least  a  main- 
tenance in  the  future  of  the  same  proportion  of  the  teak  trade  in 
their  hands  as  in  the  past. 

As  a  result  of  the  good  floating  season  of  1900,  a  considerable  Protpecu  for 
quantity  of  logs,  which  have  failed  to  reach  the  duty  station,  will  ^^^* 
be  left  in  the  main  streams,  and  will  swell  the  out-turns  for  1901. 
Thus  with  fairly  favourable  rains,  of  which,  however,  there  is 
little  prospect  at  present,  the  arrivals  at  the  duty  station  may 
amount  to  90,000  logs.  After  these  accumulations  have  been 
worked  off,  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  annual  supply  of 
teak  from  Siam  may  be  anticipated. 

The  wholesale  spoliation  of  forests  by  the  felling  of  small-  Teak  posu. 
sized  teak  trees  for  sale  as  house  posts  in  the  Bangkok  market 
was  formerly  [indulged  in  without  check.  The  trade  in  these 
posts  has  now  been  reduced  from  25,000  in  a  bad  season  some 
3  or  4  years  ago  to  2,464  posts  during  1900,  an  exceptionally  good 
year.  This  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  the  Conservator  of 
Foi-ests,  and  is  one  of  the  most  sa'l^isfactory  results  of  his  con- 
servancy. 
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Woods  other  The  difficulty  of  purchasing  teak  locally  is  inducing  the 
than  teak.  utilisation  throughout  Siam  of  wood  less  valuable  than  teak  for 
domestic  purposes.  No  duty  or  royalty  is  levied  on  these  woods, 
and  the  export  to  Bangkok  is  encouraged.  Greater  attention  is 
now  being  paid  to  this  branch  of  the  timber  trade.  52,650  logs 
passed  the  duty  station,  and  1,381,364  bamboos. 
Importi.  The  total  imports  from  Burma  amounted  to  117,200/.,  as  com- 

pared with  154,426/.,  a  decrease  of  37,226/.     Imports  by  way  of 
Eaheng   are  about  one-fourth   of  those  by   the   direct  Salween 
routes. 
Silyercash  Silver  cash  accounts  for  13,112/.  of  the  decrease,  and  cotton 

^i^ures  "manufactures  for  15,811/. 

General        '      There  is  a  decrease  to  be  recorded  in  every  article  of  import, 
decreaee.         except  Chinese  and  Japanese  ware,  which  is  an  insignificant  item. 
The  high  price  of  cottons  and  hardware  made  the  Lao  peasant 
shy  of  purchasing.     The  enunciation  that  under  the  policy  of  free 
trade,  trade  does  not  follow  the  flag  but  follows  the  lowest  price 
current,  is  nowhere  so  applicable  as  to  Northern  Siam.     The  Lao 
and  the   Khamu  will  buy  the  cheapest  article  that  suits  their 
^  requirements,  without  regard  to  quality  or  the  place  of  the  article's 
origin.     In  the  markets  of  Chiengmai,  Lakhon,   &c.,  there  are 
no   fixed  prices   for  goods  en   sale;  tlie  price  depends   on   the 
ability   of  the  purchasers  to  bargain.     If  he  cannot  induce  the 
seller  to    part   with    the   article  at    the    pric«    he    thinks  he 
can  afford,  he  keeps  his  money  tied  up  for  a  more  convenient 
Prospects  for  season.     Seeing  that  the  rice  harvest  was  fairly  good  there  must 
1901.  ^Q  ^  considerable  quantity  of  cash  thus  tied  up.     The  harvest  of 

1901  promises  to  be  a  bad  one.     Sain  has  fallen  so  scantily  that 
the  price  of  rice  has  already  gone  up  50  per  cent.     All  available 
cash  will  therefore  be  required  to  purchase  this  staple  article  of 
fpod. 
Yunnan  The  estimated  number  of  mules  that  arrived  in  Chiengmai  was 

^'•d®*  450,  and  in  Lakhon  150.     The  Yunnanese  traders  who  pass  yearly 

through  the  towns  of  Northern  Siam  from  November  to  May, 
cannot  be  called  direct  traders  between  Yunnan  and  Moulmein. 
They  are  rather  hawkers  plying  along  the  main  route,  buying 
goods  in  one  place  and  selling  them  in  another,  according  as  they 
find  it  profitable.  The  main  caravan  buys  salt,  iron,  and  silk  in 
Yunnan,  and  tea  in  the  Sipsong-panna  country  round  Kenghung, 
and  sell  these  commodities  as  far  as  possible  at  Kengtung.  Here 
ihey  separate,  the  greater  number  going  west  of  the  Salween  to 
Toungyi,  the  headquarters  of  the  Southern  Shan  States,  and  to 
Mandalay,  where  the  best  tea  is  disposed  of.  The  others  travel 
into  Siam,  bringing  opium  purchased  at  Kengtung,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  silk  and  the  iron,  and  for  the  first  time  last  year, 
some  tea.  Thus  the  two  parties  which  separated  at  Kengtung 
gravitate  towards  Moulmein  and  Eangoon,  where  they  or  their 
head  men  again  meet,  and  provided  with  jaconets,  coloured  yams, 
silk  and  cotton  sarongs,  prints,  and  hardware,  such  as  copper  pots, 
shovels,  and  spades,  repeat  the  process  of  hawking  in  a  reverse 
direction  until  they  again  find  themselves  back  again  in  their 
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homes  at  Tunnan  and  Talifu.  The  Yunnan  men  chiefly  come 
through  Siam  to  Moulmein,  and  the  Talifu  men  strike  west  to 
Mandalay. 

The  import  of  Kenghung  tea  to  Chiengmai  and  Moulmein  is  a  IW 
novel  one.  The  Yunnanese  purchase  the  tea  chiefly  in  circular 
bricks  for  convenience  of  pack  transport  in  the  town  of  Keng- 
hung, which  is  the  centre  of  a  large  tea-growing  district  Tins 
tea  brought  south  is  of  an  inferior  kind,  being  the  older  shoots  of 
the  ''  mieng/'  or  tea  plant.  It  is  steamed  like  rice  in  copper  pots, 
with  a  cloth  over  the  mouth  of  the  pot,  and  when  sufficiently 
steamed  is  turned  out  and  squeezed  in  the  cloth  till  fairly  dry, 
when  it  is  ready  for  sale.  The  weight  of  one  of  these  pudding- 
like bricks  has  been  found  to  be  1  lb.  12  ozs.  The  price  in  the 
Kenghung  market  is  from  6d.  to  lOd.  per  choi  (3^  lbs.);  in 
Chiengmai,  from  1^  rs.  (Is,  8d.)  to  1 J  rs.  (2s,) ;  and  in  Moulmein 
from  2  rs.  (2s,  8rf.)  to  3  rs.  (is,)  The  tea  is  rather  strong  to 
European  palates,  but  is  appreciated  by  Burmese  and  Shans,  who 
steep  it  in  water  before  using.  The  best  class  of  Kenghung  tea 
does  not  come  south,  but  is  transported  in  cubes  to  the  Yangtze, 
where  it  finds  a  better  market.  The  medium  class  is  taken  by 
Talifu  muleteers  to  Mandalay  for  Burmese  consumption.  This 
san^e  "  mieng "  grows  wild  on  all  the  hills  round  Chiengmai,  and 
there  is  a  large  local  consumption  of  the  leaf  not  as  a  beverage 
but  as  a  quid  for  chewing  and  eating.  The  leaf  iB  picked  in 
April,  August,  and  November.  After  being  picked  it  is  at  once 
steamed,  and  if  it  is  to  be  kept  for  any  length  of  time,  either 
packed  in  bamboos  or  wrapped  in  a  special  kind  of  leaf  and 
buried  to  exclude  the  air.  Before  using,  a  few  grains  of  salt  are 
wrapped  inside  the  leaf,  and  the  quid  is  complete. 

if  some  enterprising  trader  at  Moulmein  were  to  establish 
relations  with  the  Yunnanese,  and  provide  them  with  articles 
required  for  their  return  journey,  some  profit  might  possibly  be 
made  by  exchange  in  tea.  With  a  little  encouragement  to 
traders  along  this  old  caravan  route,  the  tea  that  now  goes  north- 
ward into  Szechuen  might  be  induced  towards  Moulmein  and 
Bangoon. 

A  Royal  Decree  of  the  King  was  promulgated  during  the  year  An\i-^rery 
ordering  a  reduction  by  over  one-half  of  the  redemption  fee  pay-  <" 
able  by  the  class  of  slaves  known  as  prisoners  of  war,  or  their 
descendants  who  wished  to  obtain  their  freedom,  and  liberating 
all  children  either  of  prisoners  of  war,  or  of  debt-slaves  born  on 
or  after  December  16,  1897,  the  date  of  the  King's  return  from 
Europe,  and  prohibiting  all  persons  bom  in  the  north-western 
division  of  Siam  on  or  after  that  date  from  becoming  slaves. 
This  beneficent  measure  should  bring  relief  to  a  very  large  number 
of  persons,  who  at  the  present  time  are  slaves  under  one  category 
or  another.  The  price  of  redemption  of  a  male  slave  is  now 
25  rs.  (11.  ISs,  Ad,),  and  of  a  female  slave  32  rs.  (21.  2s,  8d,). 
Should  redemption  become  popular,  the  chiefs  and  remnants  of 
the  old  ruling  families,  whose  rice  is  cultivated,  and  whose  labour 
is  performed  by  hereditary  slaves  will  be  the  class  of  persons 
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chiefly  affected.  But,  the  process  of  emancipation  will  doubtless 
.  06  slow,  and  the  slave  of  Northern  Siam  has  jet  to  learn  what 
advantage  he  gains  by  becoming  a  freed  man.  Every  Lao  peasant 
boasts  of  a  master  or  overlord,  whose  protection  he  can  seek 
when  troubles  arise.  Servitude  to  him,  though  perhaps  ignoble, 
means  security,  whilst  sudden  freedom  leaves  him  dependent  on 
his  own  resources,  forsaken  by  his  former  master,  and  surrounded 
by  risks  to  which  he  was  formerly  a  stranger. 

Introduction         Another  measure  introduced  during  the  year,  which  ought  to 

ta[*^^SS^°f  ^1^^**^  ^  considerable  amount  of  Lao  labour  and  divert  it  into 

forced  labour,  beneficial  channels,  is  that  by  which  a  capitation  tax  of  4  i-s. 
(5s.  4d.)  will  be  collected  yearly  from  every  able-bodied  male.  In 
return  for  this  payment  the  individual  will  be  exempted  from  tliose 
.  constant  calls  for  unpaid  services  which  effectually  stifled  honest 
labour.  The  Lao  will  now  have  some  incentive  to  hire  out  his 
services  on  a  daily  or  monthly  wage  on  equal  terms  with  the 
Khamu,  who  has  in  the  past  monopolised  the  labour  market  of 
Northern  Siam.  The  Lao  labourer  will  now  before  long  realise 
the  value  of  money  and  become  interested  in  the  scale  of  wages. 
When  this  desirable  end  is  attained,  the  distinction  will  cease  to 
exist  between  lao  and  Khamu  as  a  labourer. 

Public  works.  A  large  number  of  people  were  called  from  the  country  side  to 
build  roads  to  the  North  of  Chiengmai.  This  laudable  determina- 
tion to  utilise  the  labour  of  the  country  folk  is,  however,  somewhat 
discounted  by  the  fact  that  no  person  with  the  least  knowledge  of 
engineering  supervised  the  work.  Good  roads  intelligently  con- 
structed are  badly  needed  between  the  Kengtung  frontier  and 
Ghiengmai,  and  between  Chiengmai  and  the  Salween. 

Telegraphs.  The  telegraph  lines  worked  fairly  well  throughout  the  year, 

and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  progress  in  this  direction. 

Postal  aerrice.  The  postal  service,  especially  that  which  brings  the  European 
mail  from  Myawadi  to  Eaheng,  and  thence  to  the  north  still  lacks 
method  and  punctuality. 

Exchange.  Tlie  conversions  into  sterling  in  this  report  have  been  mcwle  at 

the  rate  of  1  r.  (Is.  4d.). 

The   rupee-tical  exchange  during  the  year  varied   from  112 
to  117  ticals  per  100  rs. 

fiainfMU  A  statement  of  the  rainfall  is  annexed. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Northern  Siam  to  Burma  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


ArticlM. 

1899. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

.£ 

Teak           ..         .. 

Oubiotons 

17,824 

79,814 

18,980 

76,788 

SilTercaah.. 

Bupees.. 

988,887 

66,589 

584.867 

85,658 

Gatde 

Head     .. 

6,666 

21,465 

3,747 

18,802 

SUk,raw     .. 

Lbs.       .. 

876 

617 

1,460 

X,2W 

Ponies  and  mulea  . . 

Head     .. 

92 

941 

290 

965 

Klepbantt,  fto. 

, , 

17 

402 

12 

260 

Silk  manufactures  1 

Yaids    .. 
Lbs.       .. 

142 

85 

1,490 
87 

}       178 

Other  artieles 

- 

•• 

7,180 
176,448 

•• 

8,621 

Total   .. 

180,009 

Annex  B. — Rbtubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  from  Burma 
to  Northern  Siam  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


1899. 

1900. 

Articles. 

Bupees  .. 
Yards    .. 
Owts.     .. 

YaHs    .. 

Owts.     . . 

»»        •  • 

Yards    .. 
Owts.     .. 

1 
Quantity.  1     Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Silver  cash 

Cotton  manufactures  • 

Apparel 

Silk  manufactures     i 

Hardware 
JeweUeiy 
Woollen      manufac-  f 

tures                       \ 
Chinese  and  Japanese 

ware 
Other  articles. . 

£ 
966,761        68,719 

1>^««'S4    }  28,839. 
5,511 

*"' n !}  ^M 

268          3,111 
4^911 

^'"J    }    S.606{ 

1,188 
15,241 

726,687 

629,958 

458 

15,105 

7 
208 

6.874 
24 

£ 
46,489 

}  11,955 

4,016 

}    3,744 

2,708 

1,882 

1    1.718 

1,366 
17,232 

Total   .. 

129,848 

•  • 

98,005 
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Annex  C. — Rktubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  to  Burma  vi4 
Raheng  Eoute  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Arfciolet. 


1899. 


1900. 


Quantity.  |     Value.        Quantity.  |     Value. 


Silver  ea»h      •  •         . .  Rupees 

Cattle Head 

Silk,  raw  ..  •  Lbe. 

SUk  maaufactures      |  ]  j!^* 

Ponies  and  mules       . .  |  Head 
Other  articles . . 


824.440 

2,178 
876 


£ 
21,630 
6,516 
517 


63 


265,515 

668 

1,650 

1201 

81/ 

5 


Total 


29,382 


£ 

17,701 

1,985 

088 

564 

40 
157 


21,435 


Annex  D. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  from  Burma 
via  Raheng  Route  during  the  Tears  1899-1900. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Silver  cash      . .          . .     Rupees  . . 
Jewellery 

Silk  manufactures     |     ^^^      " 

Cotton  manufactures  1  1  ^^^      " 

Woollen      manufac- /  '  Yards    .. 

tures        ..          ..  \     Cwts.     .. 
Chinese  and  Japanese 

ware 
Apparel 

Hardware       ..         ..     Cwts.     .. 
Other  articles 

47,438 

37,379 

7 

492,057 

276 

18,740 
28 

*83 

£ 
8,163 
1,944 

1    8,490{ 
}    6,762{ 
}    2,298  { 

641 
1,472 
1,032 
3,776 

79,960 

:  7,632 

5 

114,662 

107 

5,013 

18 

"si 

£ 
5,331 
3,816 

1    2.931 

.    2,836 

}     1,593 

1,588 

1,484 

922 

3,695 

Total 

.. 

24,578 

•  • 

24,196 

Annex  E. — ^Total  Amount  of  Rainfall  at  Chiengmai  during  the 
Years  1899-1900. 
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A  considerable  amount  of  opium  passes  yearly  through  Nan, 
the  majority  of  which  is  brought  down  from  Chiengtung  by 
British  Shans.  During  the  Siamese  year  119  (ended  March  31, 
1901),  2,300  chois,  equivalent  to  7,666  lbs.  was  thus  imported, 
1,700  chois  (1  choi  equal  140  rs.  weight)  being  carried  by  Shans 
from  Chiengtung;  the  remainder  was  the  Yunnanese  product 
The  present  average  yeaily  consumption  of  opium  by  Nan  is 
estimated  at  800  lbs.  In  1898  over  8,000  lbs.  of  opium,  princi- 
pally the  Chiengtung  commodity,passed  through  Nan,  whilst  in  1899 
the  amount  fell  to  800  lbs.  only,  and  traders  made  special  excursions 
to  Cliieugtung  to  bring  down  opium  to  supply  the  deficiency. '  The 
opium  not  purchased  by  the  Nan  farmer  travels  southwards  and 
vi?i  Fhri  or  Utaradit,  eventually  reaches  the  Eastern  Laos  States 
of  Siam.  Notwithstanding  that  the  present  year's  import  haa 
reached  the  average  standard  the  price  of  opium  has  increased. 
The  price  per  choi  in  1898  was  24  rs.,  in  1899  35  rs.,  and  in  1900 
40  rs.,  equivalent  to  S2s.,  46s.  8d,  and  50s,  respectively. 

The  exports  during  the  Siamese  year  119  (April,  1900,  to 
March,  1901)  have  amountedito  66,008  rs.  (4,400/.  10«.  8rf.),  by  far 
the  greater  proportion  of  this  sum  being  realised  by  the  sale  of 
live-stock,  elephants,  cattle,  &c.  Hides,  horns,  ivoiy,  and  cutch 
have  amounted  to  3,000  rs.  (200Z.)  in  value.  154  head  of  bufl'alo 
and  965  head  of  cattle  have  been  exported  during  this  year  at  an 
estimated  value  of  4,620  rs.  (308Z.),  and  14,475  rs.  (965/.) 
respectively.  The  largest  item,  however,  is  that  of  43,913  rs. 
(2,927/.  10s.  8^/.)  the  value  of  32  elephants.  The  elephants  have 
in  all  cases  travelled  westward,  and  are  used  in  the  teak  forests  of 
Phr^,  Lakhon,  and  Chiengmai.  The  cattle  are  presumably  pur- 
chased by  Burmese  and  8han  traders,  and  eventually  find  their 
way  westwards  into  Burma,  or  northwards  into  Chiengtung. 
During  the  past  two  or  three  years  there  has  been  a  steady  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  live-stock.  In  1896-97  a  cow  and  calf 
could  be  purchased  for  12  to  15  rs.  (16s.  to  20s.),  as  against  25  to 
30  rs.  (33s.  -id,  lo  40s.)  at  the  present  moment.  This  year  the 
price  of  buffaloes  has  advanced  from  40  rs.  (21.  13s.  M.)  to  50  rs. 
(37.  6s.  8d.)  for  males,  and  from  50  rs.  (3/.  6s.  8c/.)  to  60  rs.  (4/.)  for 
females.  Pack  cattle  have  advanced  from  35  rs.  (2/.  6s.  8d.)  to 
40  rs.  (2/.  13s.  4d)  a  head. 

Any  material  prosperity  which  might  accme  to  the  province  by 
reason  of  the  increased  local  value  of  ihe  animals,  &c.,  exported  is 
neutralised  by  a  proportionate  growth  in  tlie  prices  of  market 
produce  and  imported  ti'ade  goods.  The  price  of  goods  at  Utaradit 
is  liigher  than  formerly,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  latter  place  as  a 
depot  for  supplying  Nan  and  Phre  has  certainly  diminished  in  the 
past  year  or  two.  Two  or  three  years  ago  a  Chinese  firm 
endeavoured  to  secure  the  bulk  of  the  general  trade  at  Utaradit, 
by  establishing  there  a  large  store  in  which  both  wholesale  and  retail 
transactions  were  carried  on.  This  store  was  well  supplied  with 
trade  articles  of  every  description  and  of  good  quality.  It  was, 
however,  unable  to  compete  successfully  with  the  Chinese  boat- 
traders  and  was  compelled  to  close.     By  the  introduction  of  this 
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•competition  the  trade  of  Utaradit  was  for  a  time  distinctly 
improved,  as  regards  variety,  quantity  and  quality  of  the  goods 
imported,  and  buyers  from  Nan  benefited  accordingly.  The  chief 
source,  however,  of  the  general  diminution  of  Utaradit  trade 
appears  to  be  the  rise  of  prices  in  Bangkok.  Chinese  traders 
complain  that  in  the  past  two  or  three  years  the  Bangkok  prices 
of  Manchester  cottons  and  other  ordinary  trade  goods  have  so 
increased  as  to  render  it  barely  profitable  to  make  purchases  in 
Bangkok,  and  bring  them  thence  by  boat  to  Utaradit  for  distribu- 
tion. It  might  well  be  suggested  that  this  advance  in  prices  is 
perhaps  the  natural  outcome  of  the  great  increase  in  the  cost  of 
labour  all  over  the  country,  an  increase  which  would  appear  to 
render  the  Siamese  or  Chinese  coolie  of  Lower  Siam  the  most 
extravagantly  paid  man  of  his  class  in  the  East. 

Nan  local  prices  again  have  been  enhanced  by  the  excessive  ^^"•^  ^* 
wages  now  being  demanded  by  boatmen  who  are  capable  of  navi-  Nan?"^^ 
gating  the  rapids  of  the  Nan  River.  Up  to  the  past  two  years  Boat  hir«. 
the  wages  per  man  for  a  trip  to  Utaradit  and  return  were  15  rs. 
The  journey  occupies  from  18  to  25  days  according  to  the  state  of 
the  water.  Apparently  under  the  impression  that  they  are  the 
holders  of  a  monopoly  the  Nan  boatmen  have  gradually  increased 
their  demands  to  18,  20,  and  25  rs.  until  the  climax  was  reached, 
when  a  demand  of  35  rs.  and  food  was  recently  made  to  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  large  timber  firm.  The  Nan  boats,  which  require  a 
crew  of  three  men,  are  mere  dug-outs,  averaging  30  feet  long 
by  2  feet  8  inches  wide,  by  1  foot  6  inches  in  depth,  and  have  a 
carrying  capacity  of  little  more  than  850  lbs.  in  addition 
to  the  crew.  A  demand,  therefore,  for  a  wage  equivalent  to 
130  rs.  (9/.)  nearly  for  one  boat  is  at  once  prohibitive  and  absurd. 
On  the  Me  Ping  or  Chiengmai  River,  the  standard  rate  of  hire  for  a 
poler  from  Chiengmai  to  Raheng  and  return  is  30  rs.  and  food 
only.  The  trip  involved  is  louger  than  the  Nan-Utaradit  journey 
and  very  serious  rapids  have  to  be  navigated.  The  boats,  more- 
over, with  a  crew  of  four  men  have  a  carrying  capacity  equal  to 
7  or  to  10  of  the  Nan  dug-outs.  The  trade  of  Nan  promises  thus  Suggertwi 
to  be  handicapped  by  a  limited  class  of  men  who,  for  the  moment,  ^™®^^  ^^ 
find  themselves  in  a  position  to  refuse  or  accept  wages  as  it  may  trwa^i*  by 
please  them.  The  situation  almost  calls  for  Government  inter-  riT«r. 
ference,  which  might  be  exercised  in  several  ways,  viz.,  that  these 
boatmen  be  compelled  to  hire  out  their  services  at  a  reasonable 
rate  of  pay,  or  that  boatmen  from  Lakhon  or  Chiengmai,  who  are 
infinitely  more  skilled  watermen  than  their  Nan  confreres, 
should  be  brought  over  to  the  Nan  River.  This  latter  method  is 
probably  the  better  one,  as  the  riverain  population  will  be  thereby 
increased,  and  there  will  spring  up  a  class  of  boatmen  who  would 
look  upon  the  boat-trafiic  as  their  principal  means  of  livelihood, 
and  would  not  be  deterred  from  hiring  out  their  services  by  the 
necessity  of  cultivating  their  rice  fields  during  half  the  year.  A 
policy  of  compulsion  has  much  to  recommend  it.  The  Nan  man 
is  distinctly  of  an  idle  disposition.  Formerly  the  15  ra.  earned  on 
^  trip  to  Utaradit  would  maintain  him  in  comparative  idleness  for 
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a  month  or  more.  His  demand  for  25  and  30  rs.  being  now, 
perforce,  acceded  to,  he  is  in  the  fortanate  position  of  acquiring 
in  one  trip  a  sum  sufficient  to  justify  a  double  period  of  leisure. 
famM^^rtto*  ^^^  ^^^  loads  of  goods  passed  between  Utaradit  and  Nan  during 
Nan^oeeds  ^^^  Siamese  year  119  (April,  1900,  March,  1901),  representing  at 
one-fonrth  of  the  lowest  estimate  a  sum  of  15,000  rs.  (1,000/.)  spent  in  boatmen's 
▼^jw^  goods  wages ;  it  may  be  seen,  then,  that  the  cost  of  carriage  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  value,  58,600  rs.  (say  3,906/.)  of  the  goods 
carried  up  and  down  this  section  of  the  river.  Much  might  be 
done  by  Government  direction  and  assistance  to  remedy  this  state 
of  affairs.  At  present  it  is  customary  to  travel  on  the  river  only 
during  half  the  year,  from  December  to  May,  when  the  water  is 
reduced  to  dry  weather  leveL  The  period  of  high  water  during 
the  rainy  season  might  well  be  used  for  the  passage  of  a  larger 
type  of  boat :  for  example,  the  "  rua  sala  krab  pan,"  of  medium 
size,  used  by  the  Lakhon  people  on  the  Me  wang,  can  during  the  high 
water  make  at  least  three  trips  between  Nan  and  Utaradit.  The 
advantages  to  be  gained  would  be,  that  one  Lakhon  boat  would 
transport  goods  for  which  five  or  six  ordinary  Nan  dug-outs  are 
now  required  :  the  wages  of  a  crew  of  four  men  only  at  20  to  25  rs. 
each  would  be  necessary,  thus  effecting  a  difference  of  no  less  than 
260  rs.  wages  in  the  cost  of  transporting  one  boat-load  of  goods. 
With  boats  of  this  type,  too,  a  journey  might  profitably  be 
made  to  Bangkok  and  purchases  be  made  direct  from  the  whole- 
sale houses  there,  thus  avoiding  the  additional  cost  of  the  Chinese 
middleman's  profit  at  Utaradit. 

There  is  without  doubt  room  for  the  expansion  of  general  trade 
in  Nan  to  many  times  its  present  figure,  and  that  at  the  cost  of  a 
little  assistance  in  setting  the  example  of  using  larj^^er  boats  and 
travelling  during  the  high  waters.  The  population  of  the  province 
of  Nan  has  lately  been  roughly  assessed  at  150,000  men,  women, 
and  children,  Siamese  sul)jects.  To  this  figure  may  be  added 
10,000  on  account  of  British  Shans  and  French  Kamoos  and  I^aos. 
Assuming  that  the  entire  amount  of  goods  imported  last  year  was 
consumed,  the  sum  per  head  spent  on  general  merchandise  through- 
out Nan  may  be  roughly  estimated  at  something  less  than 
^  r.  (5^d.).  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  hope  that,  granting 
improvement  in  the  means  of  communication,  the  spending 
potentiality  of  Nan  should  reach  at  least  the  sum  of  1  r.  per 
head  of  the  population. 
Iniiitution  of  The  past  year  in  Nan  has  seen  the  abolition  of  the  coi'v^e  and 
P^^'^*-  the  substitution  of  a  poll  tax  of  4  rs.  (5s.  4rf.)  on  all  male  adults. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  revenue  thus  raised  will  be  spent  in 
and  on  this  province,  more  especially  in  developing  the  lines  of 
communication.  Improvements  in  the  matter  of  administration 
No  impioTe-  are  apparent;  means  of  communication  are  as  backward  as  ever, 
^inlineg  The  project,  mooted  in  1896,  for  rendering  the  river  navigable  for 
larger  craft,  by  blowinc;  up  the  rocky  barrier  at  the  Keng  Luang 
Rapid,  has  apparently  been  forgotten.  Landward  the  only  main 
route  from  the  south,  that  Irom  Phr6,  is  a  mere  track  through 
jungle  and  bed  of  mountain  stream,  in  some  places  from  June  to 
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December  so  overgrowD  that  one  has  to  push  one's  way  through 
the  tangled  vegetation.  This  forms  a  very  serious  drawback,  apart 
from  the  inequality  and  roughness  of  the  track  beneath  one's  feet 
Porters  experience  great  diflficulty  and  hardship  when  called  upon 
to  force  a  way  through  undergrowth  dripping  from  the  effects  of 
a  tropical  shower  or  heavy  with  the  condensed  and  chilly  dew  of 
the  cold  season. 

The  City  of  Nan  is  unfortunately  situated  so  far  as  concerns  Tim*'^- 
advantages  to  be  gained  from  the  timber  wealth  of  the  provinca 
Teak  is  worked  at  pressent  either  in  the  districts  in  the  Me  Yom 
valley,  which  lie  on  the  extreme  west  of  the  province,  or  in  those 
forests  which  lie  to  the  south  of  the  city.  Capital  iritruduced  by 
timler  conip«inies  finds  its  way,  in  the  case  of  the  Me  Yom 
workings,  to  Phre  and  from  the  forests  south  of  Nan  to  Utaradit. 
60,000  ticals  or  rupees  (say  3,800/.)  were  expended  within  the  South 
Nan  districts  by  one  firm,  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  this  sum 
benefits  Nan  City  or  its  neighbourhood.  Estimates  as  to  Nan 
teak,  which  may  have  been  extracted  from  the  Me  Yom,  are  not 
available.  Timber  on  the  Me  Nan  is  nearly  all  purchased  or 
extracted  by  a  British  fiim.  6,000  teak  logs  may  be  acccepted 
as  the  amount  rafted  by  this  firm  at  Utaradit  or  found  lying  in 
main  stream  above  or  below  that  point  during  1900,  whilst 
some  5,400  logs  are  lying  in  side  creeks  and  may  be  expected  to 
reach  the  main  stream  early  in  the  1901  season.  From  the  Teak 
Duty  Station  at  Paknampoh  it  is  reported  that  94ri  logs  of  Nam 
Nan  timber  arrived  during  1900,  as  against  3,380  from  Nan  Me 
Yom  forests.  The  output  of  teak  on  the  Nan  liiver  during  the 
following  season,  if  the  rains  prove  satisfactory,  should  be  consider- 
ably larger  than  the  above. 

The  restrictions  placed  upon  the  extraction  of  teak  has  brought 
about  a  trode  in  other  woods,  of  which  some  1,300  logs  or  posts 
were  floated  to  Utaradit  in  1900. 

To  speak  of  the  City  of  Nan  itself,  the  year  1900  saw  the  ^•n  «*F- 
int reduction  of  a  tax  of  2  rs.  (2s.  8^/.)  on  all  pigs  and  cattle  killed  ^>'J 
for  consumption.  Instituted  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  securing  '"**"  *'** 
a  pure  meat  supply,  the  effect  of  this  U\x  was,  owing  to  laxity  or 
ignorance,  to  throw  on  the  maiket  diseased  meat  of  a  most  objec- 
tionable quality,  for  cattle  plague  was  somewhat  prevalent  at  the 
time  and  in  several  instances  cattle  in  the  act  of  sickening  were 
permitted  to  be  slaughtered  on  payment  of  the  tax.  Under  a 
more  conscientious  supervision  the  daily  meat  supply  is  now  very 
satisfactory  and  the  consumption  of  meat  has  increased.  During 
the  eight  months  ended  March,  1901,  there  were  slaughtered  for 
food  in  Nan  1,425  pigs,  49  buffaloes,  and  41  head  of  cattle.  A 
daily  average  of  six  or  eight  pigs  are  now  slaughtered  for  food, 
whereas  three  years  ago  barely  that  number  were  consumed  in  a 
month.  The  daily  morning  market,  which  was  formerly  held  in 
the  open  air  in  one  of  the  main  streets  in  the  city  has  now  been 
removed  to  a  special  enclosuie  outside  the  east  wall,  where  rows 
of  neatly  thatched  sheds  have  been  erected  for  the  use  of  the 
sellers  who  are  charged  ^  att  each  (half  farthing)  to  provide  for 
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the  up-keep  and  cleanliness  of  the  place.  The  number  of  sellers^ 
mostly  women,  varies  with  the  season  from  350  in  the  rains  to 
500  in  the  dry  weather. 

The  space  within  the  city  walls  is,  on  the  whole,  sparsely 
populated  and  much  overgrown  with  trees  and  vegetation.  It  is 
proposed  to  cut  three  wide  parallel  roads  from  north  to  south  and 
a  similar  nimiber  from  east  to  west  pulling  down  portions  of  the 
city  walls  where  necessary  to  provide  outlets.  This  plan,  if  carried 
out,  will  have  much  beneficial  eflfect  upon  the  health  of  the  city. 
The  work  on  these  roads  has  made  little  progress  as  yet  owing 
perhaps  to  a  tacit  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  as 
to  whether  such  innovations  will  be  favourably  regarded  by  the 
'•  tutelary  genius." 

There  are  now  in  use  in  the  local  bazaar  17  sewing  machines, 
British  or  American.  The  value  put  upon  these  machines  varies 
from  100  to  150  rs.  (6Z.  13«.  to  lOL) ;  when  new  they  doubtless 
were  in  the  United  Kingdom  catalogued  at  4Z.  to  6/.  A  "  singer  " 
purchased  in  Maulmein  for  100  rs.  is  here  valued  at  double  that 
figure. 

The  consumption  of  opium  and  of  liquor  is  regulated  by  the 
"  farms"  for  those  commodities  which  have  been  established  now 
for  some  two  years.  The  people  are  no  longer  allowed  to  distil 
for  themselves  an  unlimited  amoimt  of  samshu.  The  spirit  farm 
consumes  daily  about  20  buckets  of  white  rice.  It  is  less  satis- 
factory to  note  that  during  the  past  year  a  certain  amount  of 
official  sanction  has  been  given  to  gambling.  Hitherto  there  has 
been,  needless  to  remark,  petty  gambling  amongst  the  people  on  a 
small  scale,  but  that  pastime,  like  opium  smoking,  was  regarded 
with  disfavour  by  the  chiefs  of  Nan  under  the  old  regime.  On 
the  three  days'  celebration  of  the  King's  birthday  in  September 
last  a  certain  individual  was  granted  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
conducting  a  gambling  saloon.  Sums  to  the  extent  of  800  rs. 
were  won  and  lost.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  year  will  see  no 
further  attempt  to  introduce  legalised  gambling  into  Nan,  and 
that  the  cockpit  which  has  lately  been  established  under  the 
auspices  of  the  same  individual  will  shortly  be  abolished.  The 
trifling  addition  to  the  revenue  of  the  sums  paid  for  permission 
to  hold  a  gambling  farm  or  a  cockpit  can  in  no  measure  compen- 
sate for  the  evils  which  such  innovatioas  surely  bring  with  them. 

The  rainfall  at  Nan  during  1900  was : — 
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June . . 
July.. 

August 
September 
October 
Korember 


Inches. 
0-58 

10-84 
6  09 
9*89 

16-70 
8-67 
8-27 
0-29 


Total 


56  28 
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Eeference  to  prevunis  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  2705. 


Beport  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consv^lar  District  of 
Bangkok  f&i^  the  Year  1901 

By  Mr.  Consular  Assistant  Carlisle. 

(Beoeived  at  Foreign  Office,  August  5, 1902.) 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  port  of  Bangkok  General 
during  the  year   1901  was  7,172,353/,  showing  an  increase  of^^*^^ 
1,507,994/.  over  1900.    The  average  value  of  the  dollar  was  lower        *    ' 
in  1901,  and  the  annual  dollar  value  of  the  trade  shows  an  increase 
of  17,197,551  doL 

The  bulk  of  this  increase  is  in  the  exports,  and  is  due  to  the 
exceptionally  large  output  of  rice.  Imports,  however,  show  a 
satisfactory  advance  also,  and  although  the  rice  export,  good  as  it 
was,  did  not  come  up  to  that  of  1893,  the  total  value  of  the  trade 
is  the  highest  yet  recorded,  that  of  1893  only  reaching  6,716,192/. 
(the  dollar  at  that  time  being  reckoned  at  2a.  7c/.). 

The  rate  of  exchange  for  1901  has  been  taken  in  this  report  Exchange. 
Is.  11  id.  per  Mexican  dollar,  the  average  rate  for  the  year;  and 
that  for  1900  at  Is.  llfd. 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  Bangkok  to  foreign  countries  Exporte. 
was  4.366,967/.,  an  increase  of  1,279,148/1  over  1900.  ^«<»'  ▼•l'*^- 

As  mentioned  above,  and  as  forecast  in  the  reports  on  the  years  ^^"*- 
1899  and  1900,  the  rice  export  was  a  very  laige  one,  being  only  sur- 
passed by  the  year  1893,  when,  according  to  the  customs  returns, 
775,701  tons  were  exported.  The  export  in  1901  amounted  to 
684,924/.  tons,  valued  at  3,484,263/.,  an  increase  of  270,380  tons 
and  1,258,793/.  over  1900. 

There  was  but  little  trade  in  European  rice  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  but  a  very  good  demand  for  China  and  Singapore. 
Prices  were  from  80  to  85  ticals(80  ticals  equal  4/.  12s.  6d.)  per  coyan 
(about  24  cwt.)  for  best  "  Nasuan  "  (garden  rice)  and  70  to  76  ticals 
for  poorer  qualities.  Supplies  were  heavy  up  to  the  beginning 
of  April,  the  mills  having  in  March  almost  more  than  they  could 
handle.  Prices  went  down  at  the  end  of  May  on  the  arrival  of 
supplies  from  the  north,  but  rose  towards  the  end  of  June, 
reaching  the  maximum  in  July.  The  high  rates  were  maintained 
until  nearly  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  year  was  on  the  whole  an  excellent  one  for  the  miller. 
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The  combination  of  German  rice  millers  (referred  to  in  the  report 
for  last  year)  has  had  the  effect  of  putting  the  European  trade  for 
Hamburg,  and  Bremen  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  local 
German  millers.  The  British  firms  cannot  even  enter  into  com- 
petition. There  was,  however,  plenty  of  business  for  the  Eastern 
markets.  From  Singapore,  especially,  there  was  a  big  demand 
throughout  the  year,  and  the  prices  ruling  gave  good  returns  to 
the  millers.  There  was  also  a  good  demand  for  Hong-Kong,  and 
it  remained  fairly  equal. 

The  export  was  made  up   approximately    of    the    following 
items: — 


ArticI^B. 


Qaantitj. 


Tons. 

White  rice 289,400 

Broken  white  rice 64,900 

White  meal 41,800 

Cargo  ri(« j  265,200 

Broken  cargo  rice  . .         •  •         . .         •  •  17,100 

Cargo  meal I  4,600 

Paddj          I  2,400 


The  greatest  exports  were  in  the  months  of  May,  June, 
August,  September  and  October,  in  each  of  which  the  output 
was  about  60,000  tons  or  over,  that  for  October  being  the  largest 
of  all. 

Complaint  is  made  that  the  quality  of  the  grain  brought  to 
market  is  steadily  deteriorating.  This  is  due  partly  to  want  of 
care  in  the  selection  of  the  grain  used  for  sowing  and  partly  in 
carelessness  in  cleaning  the  rice  and  in  not  preserving  it  from  rain 
and  sun  before  it  is  despatched  to  Bangkok.  It  is  said  that  even 
from  the  best  districts  there  is  a  marked  change  in  the  quality  of 
the  rice.  This  certainly  deserves  the  attention  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  rice  being  so  far  the  most  important  product  of  the 
country.  Much  of  the  lack  of  care  complained  of  is  doubtless 
due  to  scarcity  of  labour,  a  trouble  which  hampers  the  trade 
of  Siam  in  many  directions. 

Another  point  in  which  Government  assistance  would  prove 
useful  to  the  trade  is  the  collection  and  publication  of  timely 
information  affecting  the  prospects  of  the  coming  crop.  This  is 
done  in  other  countries,  and  can  only  be  organised  by  the 
Government.  At  present,  Bangkok  merchants  depend  for  their 
information  as  to  the  state  of  the  crop,  the  area  under  cultiva- 
tion, &c.,  on  the  boats  coming  down  from  up-country,  and  their 
information  must  necessarily  be  very  local 

All  indications  for  the  present  year  (1902)  promise  at  the 
time  of  writing  a  greater  export  than  in  1901,  and  it  is  said 
that  it  may  even  exceed  the  amount  given  by  the  custom-house 
as  the  export  for  1893,  about  the  correctness  of  which  some  doubt 
exists. 

Of  the  common  rice  exported  to  Germany  much  is  used  for 
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brewing  and  the  manufacture  of  starch.  The  bulk  of  the  best 
**  Nasuan  "  isf  re-exported  to  South  America.  There  are  at  present 
some  23  rice  mills  in  the  Bangkok  district. 

The  returns  of  the  custom-house  give  tlie  ex]X)rli  of  teak  as  Teak, 
amounting  to  43,735  tons,  valued  at  240,86  W.,  which  is  1,526  tons 
and  83,884/.  less  than  in  1900.     In  addition  to  this  there  were 
61,461  bundles  of  teak  shingles  of  a  vahie  of  2,762/. 

According  to  information  supplied,  however,  by  a  leading  firm 
engaged  in  the  trade  the  exports  were  considerably  larger  than  in 
1900,  and  amounted  to  50,408  tons.  This  amount  was  divided 
amongst  the  following  destinations  : — 


Countrj. 

Quantity. 

India., 

Surope         

Hong-Kong 

Singapore 

Japun           

Shanghai     .«         ..         

Saigon 

Colombo 

Tons. 

20,0»3 

18,157 

11,145 

3,084 

1,064 

922 

776 

217 

Total 

60,408 

The  custom-house  figures  give  the  export  to  India  as  amounting 
to  15,556  tons  only.  Whichever  of  the  two  figures  is  nearer  the 
mark,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  export  to  India  has  been 
increasing  every  year,  the  timber  being  largely  used  there  by  the 
railways  and  for  house  building,  &c. 

The  European  figures  are  given  as  practically  the  same  by 
both  authorities,  and,  if  correct,  show  an  increase  of  nearly  2,000 
tons  over  the  previous  year,  despite  the  fact  that  the  total  import 
of  teak  into  Europe  from  all  countries  in  1901  was  only  about 
two- thirds  of  the  import  of  1900.  Apart  from  shipbuilding,  the 
demand  for  teak  in  England  for  general  purposes,  building,  furni- 
ture, &c.,  is  largely  increasing,  and  many  orders  now  come  from 
Europe  for  timber  cut  to  special  sizes. 

The  f.o.b.  value  of  timber  shipped  from  Siam  was  about  9/.  per 
ton  for  the  European  cargoes  and  5/.  per  ton  all  round  for  the 
rest.  The  local  market  prices  for  rough  logs  obtaining  during  the 
year  showed  a  considerable  falling-oflf,  especially  when  the  fall 
in  the  exchange  value  of  the  tical  ia  considered.  Owing  to 
exchange  it  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  approximate  average  rate, 
but  probably  from  3/.  to  3/.  10s.  is  very  near  the  price  at  which 
some  10,000  or  12,000  tons  changed  hands. 

As  to  the  prospects  of  the  teak  export  trade  of  Siam  in  the 
immediate  future  it  is  difficult  to  speak,  as  opinions  differ  as  to 
the  effect  that  the  new  Government  forestry  regulations  will  have 
upon  the  output.  It  is  said  that  shipments  during  1902  are 
likely  to  be  moderate,  and  that  the  output  will  probably  be 
ri62)  A  3 
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diminisbed  during  the.  next  few  yeara.  Under  the  new  regula- 
tions only  half  of  each  forest  is  allowed  to  be  worked,  the  other 
half  being  held  in  reserve,  and  no  fresh  "  girdling  "  is  allowed  for 
the  time  in  either  area  without  special  permission.  The  increased 
royalties  on  logs  are  now  too  commencing  to  operate,  and  it  is 
said  that  a  large  number  of  logs  were  hurried  forward  in  1901 
with  a  view  to  escaping  this  increase,  and  that  in  this  way  many 
inferior  logs  were  sent  down  which  did  not  produce  timber  fit  for 
export. 

The  teak  trade,  both  in  the  forests  and  in  Bangkok,  continues 
mainly  in  British  hands.  It  is  one  which  requires  lai'ge  capital, 
and  the  small  trader  has  been  almost  eliminated. 

^^  The  heading  marine  products  in  Annex  B  include  beche-de- 

prodncte.  jj^^j.^  dried  and  salt  fish,  fish  maws,  dried  mussels  and  prawns, 
shark  fins,  turtle  shells  and  ray  skins.  The  export  of  these  shows 
an  increase  in  value  of  36,719Z.  over  the  previous  year. 

Pepper.  The  export  of  pepper  was  a  large  one,  being  much  in  advance 

of  that  for  1900.  The  custom-house  gives  the  export  as  1,156 
tons.  This  is  probably  a  good  deal  in  excess  of  the  amount 
actually  exported.  The  customs  derive  their  figures  generally 
from  the  export  entries  supplied '  by  shippers,  and  in  the  case  of 
goods  such  as  pepper,  on  which  there  is  no  export  duty,  shippers 
frequently  apply  for  permission  to  export  a  quantity  slightly  in 
excess  of  that  which  they  intend  to  ship  so  as  to  leave  some 
margin.  However,  there  is  no  doubt,  whatever  the  exact  figures 
may  be,  that  the  export  in  1901  was  considerably  above  the 
average. 

Prices  varied  from  8^d,  to  9^^.  per  lb.  in  the  London  market, 
as  against  8ld.  to  8|rf.  in  1900.  The  prices  have  a  tendency  to 
rise  each  year.  Local  prices  were  from  68  ticals  (5  tieals  equal 
3  dol.  Mexican)  per  picul  (133J  lbs.)  in  the  commencement  of 
1901,  advancing  to  73  ticals  at  the  end  of  April  and  rising  to 
75  ticals  in  May.  Prices  remained  at  73  and  74  ticals  until  the 
end  of  October,  when  they  rose  again  to  75  ticals  in  November. 
Finally,  in  consequence  of  a  sudden  rise  in  the  home  market, 
they  went  up  to  82  ticals  in  December,  the  highest  price  paid 
being  85  ticals. 

This  year  (1902)  pepper  is  coming  in  rapidly,  but  the  export 
will  probably  only  amount  to  70  per  cent,  of  that  of  1901. 
Prices  have  been  steady  for  the  new  season's  pepper  (which 
begins  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  March),  remaining  at  82,  83  and 
84  ticals. 

The  pepper  all  comes  from  the  Chantaboon  district.  The 
export  now  almost  entirely  consists  of  white  pepper,  that  is,  pepper 
with  the  outer  husk  removed.  Most  of  the  export  goes  to  London, 
some  to  Liverpool,  some  to  New  York  and  a  little  to  San  Francisco. 
Small  lots  are  bought  up  by  Chinese  for  Hong-Kong. 

There  seems  to  be  no  sign  of  any  extension  of  the  area  of 
pepper  cultivation  in  Siam. 

Treaiuie.  The  export  of  treasure,  that  is  coin,  shows  an  increase  of  about 

26,000Z. 
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10,396  bullocks,  to  the  value  of  33,298/.,  were  exported  during  BuUooks. 
the  year,  as  against  15,938,  valued  at  48,524/.,  in  1900.  This 
falling-off  was  due  partly  to  a  regulation  passed  in  Singapore 
stipulating  for  certain  conditions  to  be  observed  in  the  ships  par- 
takin«r  in  the  trade.  The  export  was  accordingly  suspended,  while 
the  vessels  were  making  the  necessary  alterations  in  their  accom- 
modation. Quarantine  restrictions  also  interfered  with  the  export 
for  some  time.  Some  of  the  ships  have  not  found  it  worth  their 
while  to  effect  the  required  changes  which  certainly  seemed  to  be 
called  for  in  the  interests  of  humanity.  Bates  for  carrying  cattle 
have  risen. 

The  export  of  woods  other  than  teak,  which  include  agilla,  ^oods  otbei 
sapan.  paddo,  yellow,  box,  ebony,  rose  and  other  woods,  show  no    *** 
advance. 

Amongst   other  exports,  which  do  not  appear  separately  in  Other 
Annex  B,  are  black  silk  piece-goods,  which  amounted  to  41,757/.,  ^^P^^'**- 
an  increase  of  2,600/.  on  the  previous  year.     These  goods  are  not  pj^.-^o^ 
manufactured  in  Siam,  but  are  imported  from  China,  dyed  black 
with  the  fruit  of  a  black  wood  tree,  and  re-exported  mostly  to 
Singapore.     The  reason  apparently  for  having  them  dyed  here  is 
that  the  fruit  in  question  only  keeps  fresh  for  about  15  days,  after 
which  it  is  useless  for  dyeing. 

Buffalo  and  cow-hides  were  exported  (mostly  to  Singapore)  to  Hides, 
the  value  of  26,340/.,  and  deer-hides  to  the  value  of  5,760/. 

Edible  birds'  nests,  which  are  collected  on  certain  islands  in  Birds'  nests, 
the  Gulf  of  Siam,  were  valued  at  23,272/.     The  export  went,  of 
course,  to  Hong-Kong  and  China. 

Rough  rubies  and  sapphires  exported  are  estimated  at  18,191/.  Rubies  and 

About  585  tons  of  sticklac,  worth   16,992/.,  were   exported.  ^P^^'" 
This  product  comes  chietiy  from  the  north  of  Siam. 

The  export  of  raw  silk  was  valued  at  16,641/.     In  1900  it  was  Raw  silk. 
14,000/.     The  Government  is  at  present  giving  some  attention  to 
the  methods  adopted  in  the  production  of  silk  with  a  view  to 
improving  its  quality  and  value. 

Among  products  which  do  not  yet  take  a  regular  place  in  the  Rubber, 
exports  of  Siam,  but  for  which  there  may  be  a  future,  is  un- 
doubtedly rubber.  The  question  is  new  under  consideration,  and 
it  is  known  that  rubber  producing  trees  are  found  in  some  quantity 
in  certain  parts  of  the  country,  notably  in  the  eastern  provinces. 
One  or  two  small  experimental  shipments  have  already  been  made, 
but  little  is  known  at  present  of  the  product  or  the  possibility  of 
cultivation,  and  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  are  prosecuting 
enquiries.  It  is  believed  that  traders  from  the  French  side  of  the 
Mekong  have  been  obtaining  rubber  from  the  eastern  provinces  of 
Siam  for  some  time. 

The  total  value  of  imports  from  foreign  countries  was  2.805.386/.,  imports, 
an  increase  of  228,846/.  over  1900.    If  the  value  ot  treasure  im-  Tot»l  value, 
ported  be  deducted  from  both  years  the  increase  i3  273>341/.     The 
total  import  is  the  largest  recorded  yet  for  any  year. 

The  import  of  cotton  goods  (excluding  yarns,  which  are,  as  ^  >tton  goods, 
usual,  put  under  a  separate  heading  in  the  enclosed  Annex  B), 
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waa  539,094/.,  as  against  409,058Z.  in  1900,  an  increase  of  prac- 
tically 130,000/.  According  to  the  figures  given  by  the  Statistical 
Department  of  the  Siamese  Customs,  the  various  countries  can  be 
calculated  roughly  to  share  in  this  import  in  the  following  pro- 
portions : — 


Conntiy. 


Sini^spcre 
United  Kingdom 
India..         «• 
Switzerland .  • 
Holland 
Hong-Kong.. 
Germany     .  • 
Other  countries 


Total 


I      Percentage. 


60*31 
16-77 
11*84 
7  15 
4-56 
8-68 
8-61 
2  13 


100-00 


Treasure. 

Steel, 
iron  and 
machinery. 


In  connection  with  the  import  from  Singapore,  the  remarks 
made  below  in  connection  with  the  figures  given  in  Annex  C  must 
be  borne  in  mind. 

Previous  reports  have  enumerated  the  principal  items  of  which 
the  imports  consists,  and  there  is  nothing  new  to  chronicle  in  this 
respect. 

The  import  of  treasure  (that  is  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  gold 
leaf)  continues  to  show  a  decrease. 

Steel,  irqp  and  machinery  have  again  largely  increased,  the 
import  rising  from  169,346/.  to  246,954/.  The  items  were  as 
follows : — 


Articles. 

Volue. 

Total. 

Iron- 
Bar,  angle  bolt  and  rod           

Sheets  and  plates          

Wire,  wire-rope  and  cable 

Cast  and  manufactures  thercot 
Wrought  and  manufactures  thereof  . . 

£ 

10,529 
19,262 
11,252 
8,6£7 
63,678 

£ 

118,848 

18,486 
115,170 

Steel- 
Bars  and  plates 

Manufactures  of,  unenumerated        ..         •• 

8,746 
9,691 

Machinerj  and  parts  thereof 

•  • 

Total           

.. 

246,954 

Machinery  shows  an  increase  of  37,843/.  over  1900.  The 
proportionate  shares  of  the  countries  supplying  these  goods  was 
approximately  as  follows  for  the  two  years  1900  and  1901 : — 
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Percentage. 


Country. 


1000.  IdOl. 


Oermany. . 
United  &ingdoin 
Singa}x>ro 
United  States     .. 
China 
Hong- Kong 
Other  countriei . . 


9-60 

87*80 

46 -4  J         1 

38-60 

31-20 

20-70 

510 

2-60 

1-90         , 

110 

1-70        1 

0-60 

4  10 

4-10 

Total  ,.         ..:         100-00  100-00 


These  figures  as  they  stand  show  a  very  large  increase  in 
imports  from  Germany.  It  must,  however,  be  pointed  out  that  the 
bulk  of  the  German  import  consists  of  material  imported  for  the 
Government  by  the  Eoyal  Eailway  Department,  the  direction  of 
which  is  in  Gt^rraan  hands,  and  which  has  in  consequence  been 
strongly  inclined  to  favour  German  productions.  The  total 
German  import  of  these  goods  amounted  to  92,147/.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  this  consisted  of  wrought  iron  (and  manufactures 
thereof)  and  macliinery,  which  were  46,475/.  and  43,858/.  respec- 
tively. Of  the  former  item  at  least  45,000/.  consisted  of  bridge- 
work,  rails,  fish-plates,  Ac,  for  the  Eoyal  Eailway  Department, 
and  of  the  latter  at  least  36,200/.  was  for  locomotives  and  other 
railway  material  for  the  same  depflrtment.  That  is  to  say  that 
at  least  88  per  cent,  of  the  total  German  import  of  iron,  steel  and 
machinery  was  Government  material  for  the  railway.  This  would 
seem  to  suggest  that  German  goods  found  readier  purchases  in 
the  railway  department  than  elsewhere  in  Siam,  to  say  the  least  of 
it.  The  question  of  open  tenders  is  one  of  considerable  interest 
to  all  the  countries  trading  with  Siam  and  a  few  words  on  the 
subject  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1902,  a  railway  tender,  containing  Bailway 
specifications  for  the  supply  of    rolling-stock  required  for  the  '®'*^*"- 
Petchaburiline  was  communicated  to  His  Majesty's  Minister  by  the 
Siamese  Foreign  Office. 

Tenders  with  designs  and  specifications  were  to  reach  Bangkok  Term  for 
not  later  than  April  1,  beyond  which  date  no  tender  would  be  tenders, 
considered. 

A  later  communication  stated  that  drawings  and  further  par- 
ticulars were  to  be  obtained  from  the  Philadelphia  Commercial 
Museum,  Philadelphia,  United  States  of  America,  or  from  Herr 
Itehbein,  Bliicher  Strasse  2,  Leipsig,  Germany.  The  Acting 
Director-General  of  the  Siamese  Eailways,  Herr  Kloke,  at  the 
same  time  stated  that  this  information  had  been  published  in  the 
following  papers: — " Centralblatt  der  Bauverwaltung *'  (Berlin), 
"  Eevue  Gen^rale  des  Chemins  de  Fer  "  (Paris),  "  The  Engineer  '*' 
(London). 

Some  correspondence  took  place  with   the  Siamese   Govern- 
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raent  on  the  subject  of  the  shortness  of  time  allowed  for  the  tenders 
to  be  received  at  Bangkok,  viz.,  April  1,  it  being  argued  that 
suflBcient  time  from  the  middle  of  January  (when  the  first  inti- 
mation was  received  by  the  foreign  representatives)  to  April  1, 
had  not  been  given  to  allow  of  foreign  firms  to  compete,  fiefer- 
ence  was  also  made  to  the  omission  on  the  part  of  the  Siamese 
Eailway  Administration  to  enclose  the  sketches  and  other  docu- 
ments, which  foreign  firms  had  experienced  great  difficulty  in 
obtaining. 

During  the  month  of  April,  the  tenders,  19  in  number,  were 
opened  in  Bangkok,  and  a  decision  given  in  favour  of  the  firm  of 
Gottfried  Lindner,  of  Halle,  this  firm  being  the  cheapest  of  the 
tenderers,  who  were  composed  of  the  following  nationalities  : — 


Q^unny  bags. 


Silk  goods. 

Sugar. 
Cotton  yarnB. 


Kerosene. 


Hardware 
and  cutlery. 


Other 
importa. 
Foreign 
olothiog. 


Nationality. 


American 
Danish 
Hungarian 
Oerman 


Nomber. 


1 

1 

1 

16 


Ten  of  these  tendered  for  the  total  supply,  and  nine  for  part  of  it 
only. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  future  more  time  will  be  allowed  for 
foreign  firms  to  compete,  and  this  can  be  assured  by  a  commu- 
nication by  tlie  Siainese  Government  of  all  the  necessary  details 
to  the  foreign  representatives  in  Bangkok,  who  will  be  enabled  to 
transmit  such  details  without  loss  of  time  to  the  commercial 
centres  in  their  countries  for  the  purpose  of  wide  circulation 
amongst  those  interested. 

The  largely  increased  import  of  gunny  bags,  as  shown  in 
Annex  B,  was  of  course  directly  due  to  the  large  rice  export  for 
which  they  are  used. 

Silk  goods  show  a  decrease  of  13,504/.  86  per  cent,  of  the 
import  came  from  Hong-Kong  and  China. 

Sugar  also  decreased  by  18,012/. 

The  import  of  cotton  yarns  increased  by  18,908/.     Turkey-red 
yarns  amounted  to  15,854/.,  white  yarns  to  25,482/.,  and  coloured 
yarns  (other  than  Turkey-red)  to  30,832/. 
port,  that  is  7,732  bales  out  of  a  total  of 
entered    as   coming   from   Singapore,  but 


The  bulk  of  the  im- 
9,753  bales,  is  merely 
is    mostly   British  in 


Kerosene  oil  shows  a  falling-ofiT  of  33,823/.  The  import  was 
nearly  all  from  Sumatra.  A  large  amount  of  it  was  carried  in 
British  bottoms. 

Hardware  and  cutlery  increased  by  20,546/.  Of  the  import, 
44  per  cent,  is  recorded  as  from  Germany,  21  per  cent,  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  18J  per  cent,  from  Singapore,  and  9^  per  cent, 
from  Hong-Kong  and  China. 

Among  miscellaneous  imports,  foreign  articles  of  clothing  are 
one  of  the  largest  items,  amounting  to  68,100/.  in  value.     These 
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include  a  certain  amount  of  Chinese  goods.  The  import  entered 
as  from  the  United  Kingdom  was  over  14,500/.  The  demand  for 
articles  of  foreign  clothing  is  likely  to  increase,  as  Western  ideas 
and  habits  extend  amongst  the  mass  of  the  population.  The  use 
of  hats  of  foreign  manufacture — chiefly  cheap  felts  and  straws — 
for  instance,  has  increased  largely  in  recent  years.  So  has  that  of 
foreign  boots  and  shoes,  stockings  and  socks.  Cheap  cotton 
singlets  atid  shirts  are  also  imported  to  a  large  extent,  Japan 
sending  a  considerable  quantity  of  crSpe  shirts.  Cheap  shawls  in 
bright  colours  are  also  popular. 

The  liquor  import  amounted  to  59,983/.,  of  which  18,070Z.  con-  Liquors, 
sisted  of  samshoo  (native  spirit  fjom  China).  In  1900  the  import 
was  66,044/.,  of  which  21,812/.  was  for  samshoo,  and  in  1899  the 
figures  were  68,952/.  and  28,459/.  respectively.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  during  the  last  three  years  the  import  of  European 
liquors  has  remained  practically  stationary,  while  that  of  samshoo 
has  fallen  off  some  35  per  cent.  This,  unfortunately,  does  not 
mean  that  the  population  is  drinking  lesR,  but  that  the  local  dis* 
tilling  of  spirits  has  largely  increased.  Of  the  European  import, 
brandy,  of  which  79,864  gallons  were  imported,  was  the  most 
valuable  item,  37,232  gallons  coming  from  Germany,  and  38,409 
gallons  from  Singapore.  Whisky  was  represented  by  24,166 
gallons,  9,374  gallons  from  Singapore,  8,405  gallons  from  Germany, 
and  6,106  gallons  tvom  the  United  Kingdom.  Beer  and  wine 
were  imported  to  the  values  of  10,800/.  and  8,300/.  respectively. 

Castor,  cocoanut,  engine  oil,  wood  oil  and  turpentine  grouped  Oils, 
together  amounted  to  43,580/.    The   bulk  of  the  import    was 
merely  entered  as  from  Singapore. 

Chemical  products  and  drugs,  which  include  a  large  amount  of  I>rug8. 
Chinese    medicines    vi4    Hong-Kong,    represented  a    value    of 
40,510/. 

The  import  of  matches,  nearly  all  of  them  of  Japanese  manu-  Matches, 
facture,  was  31,190/. 

Jewellery  and  precious  stones  was  imported  to  the  value  o{^^^^^^^ 
29,870/.,  of  which  18,875/.  came  from  the  United  Kingdom.     Gold  .Cr* 
and  silverware  (including  plate)  was  6,714/.,  of  which  our  share 
was  3,527/.     Some  10,400/.  worth  of  jewellery  was  re-exported, 
having  been  brought  on  approval  or  for  sale  here  and  not  dis- 
posed of. 

Planks,  rafters  and  scantlings  were  imported  from  Singapore  Wood^ 
for  building  purposes  to  the  amount  of  27,678/.  in  value.  There  is 
plenty  of  wood  in  the  forests  of  Siam  equally  suitable,  and  when  the 
forests  are  opened  up  and  transport  facilities  are  afforded,  it  will 
probably  take  the  place  of  wood  imported  from  Singapore.  At 
present  the  extraction  of  native  timber  of  this  class  appears  to  be 
too  expensive  to  pay. 

Mattings  and  manufactures  of  rattan,  bamboo  and  straw  were  Mattings 
imported  to  the  value  of  26,000/.    Most  of  them  came  from  Hong- 
Kong  and  China. 

Under  the  head  of  fireworks  are  included  also  joss-sticks  and  *ir©work«. 
papers  and    Chinese  crackers.    The   value  of  the    import    was 
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Lamps. 


Tobacconist's 
stores. 


Brass. 


Coal. 


25,500/.  As  might  be  expected,  it  came  almost  entirely  from 
Hong-Eoug,  China  and  Japan.  The  manufacture  of  the  superior 
sort  of  firaworks  has  recently  commenced  in  Bangkok,  and  articles 
are  turned  out  here  apparently  equal  in  quality  to  the  Japanese. 

Lamps  and  parts  thereof  represented  about  24,400/.,  7»230/. 
from  Germany,  6,340/.  from  the  United  States,  5,200/.  from  Singa- 
pore, 3,970/.  from  Hong-Kong  and  1,300/.  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  lamps  most  in  use  among  the  population  are  cheap 
glass  ones  to  be  hiuig  from  a  rafter  or  beam,  or  cheap  glass  table- 
lamps.  There  is  also  a  considerable  sale  of  American  fan  lamps, 
with  clockwork  mechanism  inside  them,  but  these  are  compara- 
tively expensive. 

Tobacconist's  stores,  such  as  manufactured  tobacco,  cigars  and 
cigarettes  were  imported  to  the  value  of  23,459/.  They  came  from 
nearly  every  part  of  the  world,  the  largest  imports  being  from  Hong- 
Kong  (11,779/.),  Singapore  (3,948/.)  and  the  United  Kingdom 
(2,007/.).  The  great  majority  of  the  tobacco  smoked  in  the  country  is 
native-grown,  and  the  use  of  foreign  tobacco  is  mainly  restricted  to 
the  chief  towns.  Small  cardboard  packets  of  cheap  cigarettes  are 
popular.  Other  tobacconist's  stores  were  imported  valued  at  2,994/. 

Brass  and  brassware,  mostly  from  Hong-Kong,  was  valued  at 
21,000/. 

12,375  tons  of  coal  were  imported  of  the  value  of  20,240/.  The 
import  was  divided  as  follows : — 


Countrj. 


Quantity. 


Faints. 


Cement. 


Cvcles. 


iknnex  C. 
Countries 
trading  with 
Siam. 


Japan  . .  . .  . .  • . ' 

United  Kingdom    . . 

Singapore    ••         ..         ..         ..         ..i 

Hong-Kong . . 

Holland 

Belgium 


Tons. 
4,712 
8,501 
2,404 
1,138 
420 
200 


Paints,  colours  and  dye-stufTs  come  mainly  from  Singapore  and 
the  United  Kingdom.     Their  value  was  19,500/. 

The  extensive  building  which  has  been  going  on  in  Bangkok 
for  some  time  has  caused  a  considerable  increase  in  the  import  of 
cement,  which  has  risen  from  11.275  casks  valued  at  5,411/.  in 
1898,  to  25,972  casks  valued  at  13,796/.  in  the  year  now  under  dis- 
cussion. Nearly  one-half  of  the  import  came  from  Denmark, 
6,656  casks  from  Germany,  3,597  casks  from  Italy,  1,912  casks  from 
Singapore  and  921  casks  only  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  import  of  cycles  and  accessories  was  only  1,279/.,  as  com- 
pared with  7,291/.  in  1900  and  17,546/.  in  1899.  There  is 
pi^actically  no  market  for  them  at  present,  as  the  place  is  still 
full  of  machines  which  were  purchased  when  the  fashion  for 
cycling  was  at  its  height  and  have  since  been  abandoned. 

Attention  has  been  drawn  in  previous  reports  to  the  fact  that, 
owing  to  the  bulk  of  the  exports  and  imports  being  entered  as  to 
and  from  Singapore  and  Hong-Kong,  which  in  most  cases  are  only 
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ports  of  transhipment,  it  is  impossible  te  arrive  at  a  real  estimate 
of  t)ie  shares  of  the  various  countries  in  the  trade  of  Siam.  The 
same  remark  holds  good  for  the  year  under  discussion.  Thus 
according  to  the  figures  given  in  Annex  C,  the  percentages  of 
the  countries  sharing  in  the  import  trade  are  approximately  as 
follows : — 


Couoirj.  Percentage. 


Sing  ipore '  41  '26 

Uong-Kong..          ..  22*50 

United  Kingdom |  12*00 

Germany 7*50 

India I  4*60 

China           3*50 

Dutch  East  Indies I  2  '25 

Ofcher  countries '  6  '60 

Total 100*00 


An  experiment  has,  however,  just  been  made  by  the  custom- 
house with  a  view  to  showing  the  importations  from  Singapore 
apportioned  to  the  various  countries  of  production.  This  was 
carried  out  under  the  following  conditions.  The  country  of 
ori<an  was  ob^'ained  from  the  marks  on  the  goods.  In  a  few 
cases  the  goods  were  unmarked  and  were  not  included.  No  par- 
ticular time  was  taken,  but  entries  taken  of  portions  of  the  months 
of  March  and  April  to  the  value  of  1,201,:^02  dol.  33  c.  (Mexican) 
were  dealt  with,  this  sum  being  about  10  per  cent,  of  the  total 
importation  from  Singapore  per  annum.  The  result  was  as 
follows : — 


Country  of  Origin. 


Value  in 
Mexican  Dollarji. 


Dol.  r. 

United  Kingdom            I         604.76^  16 

India        <         258,907  8 

Dutcli  Hast  Indies         |          123,377  41 

Germany 87,742  86 

Other  countries 131,509  84 


Total..         ..         <.|       1,201,802    33 


That  is  to  say,  these  countries  had  the  following  percentages 
(approximately)  of  this  import  of  1,201,302  dol.  33  c. : — 

Country.  Percentage. 

United  Kingdom I  50  '35 

India  ,  21*10 

Dutch  East  Indies j  10-26 

Germany '  7*30 

Other  countries i  ll'OO 


Total 


100-00 
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One  cannot,  of  course,  argue  with  absolute  certainty  that  these 
figures  would  be  in  the  same  proportions  if  taken  for  the  entire 
year,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be 
approximately  so.  If,  therefore,  we  assume  for  the  moment  that 
they  would  be  and  that  the  same  proportions  held  good  in  1901, 
and  if  we  divide  in  those  proportions  the  41-25  per  cent,  of  goods 
imported  from  Singapore  (as  given  in  the  first  of  the  above  tables), 
we  would  get  the  total  import  trade  of  Siam  for  1901  shared  as 
follows : — 


Country. 

Percentage. 

United  Kingdom 

Hong-Kong 

India            

Germany 

Butch  East  Indies 

China           

Other  countries 

32  -75 
22-60 
13-20 
10-50 
6-60 
3-50 
11 -OS 

Total    .. 

100  00 

The  imports  from  China  would  appear  in  considerably  greater 
proportion  if  the  Hong-Kong  imports  were  classified  in  the  same 
manner. 
Shipping.  British  shipping  at  the   port  of   Bangkok  again   showed  a 

decrease  in  tonnage  for  the  year  1901.  This  was  partly  due  to 
the  sale  of  the  Scottish  Oriental  line,  referred  to  in  previous 
reports,  for  although  that  event  took  place  at  the  commencement 
of  1900,  many  of  the  boats  continued  to  run  for  some  time  under 
the  British  flag. 

The  total  shipping  entered  under  all  flags  rose  from  380,477 
tons  in  1900  to  548,043  tons  in  1901,  owing  to  the  big  rice  export. 
German  tonnage  increased  from  187,215  to  289,151  tons,  Nor- 
wegian from  17,155  to  86,802  tons,  and  all  the  other  flags  show 
an  increase,  except  Siamese  and  Russian,  which  declined  961  and 
1,496  tons  respectively,  and  British,  which  dropped  by  11,500  tons. 
The  boats  which  bad  been  sold  to  the  North  German  Lloyd,  but 
continued  to  run  under  the  British  flag  during  1900,  amounted  to 
57,600  tons.  Two  of  the  boats,  owing  to  a  legal  difficulty  in  their 
formal  transfer,  continued  to  run  under  the  British  flag  until  about 
JUay,  1901,  their  tonnage  entered  during  that  year  amounting  to 
10,100  tons.  The  decrease  in  our  tonnage  for  1901  might,  there- 
fore, have  been  expected  to  reach  57,600  less  10,100  tons,  that  is 
47,500  tons.  Inst*»ad  of  that  it  was,  as  above  stated,  only  11,500 
tons.  It  may,  therefore,  be  considered  that  of  the  extra  tonnage 
entered  in  1901  we  received  36,000  tons.  Similarly,  the  increase 
in  German  shipping  might  have  been  expected  to  amount  to 
47,500  terns.  Instead  of  that  it  was  101,900  tons.  Accordingly, 
54,400  tons  may  be  taken  as  their  share  of  the  increased  entries. 
We  may,  therefore,  divide  the  increased  entries  of  167,500  tons 
during  1901  over  1900  as  follows : — 
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Table  showing  Share  of  Shipping  in  Increased  Entries. 


Nstionalitj.  Quanfitj, 


Norwegian  . .          . .          .  • 
German 

BritiBh  

Danish  

Aaatro-Hungarian . . 

Belgian 

f  renon  ••         ••         ••         •• 

Swedish 

Dutch  

Total 

Decrease  in  Siamese  and  Bnssian  ships  , 

Total  increase 


Tons. 

60,600 

64,400 

86,000 

4,100 

8,000 

1,300 

700 

500 

300 

169,900 
2,400 


167,500 


From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  United  Kingdom  did  not  get  her 
fair  share  of  the  extra  tonnage.  The  increase  in  Norwegian  shipping 
is  noteworthy.  It  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  cheapness  of 
running  these  vessels,  and  to  the  fact  that  they  can  be  chartered 
at  a  dollar  rate,  whereas  British  boats  require  sterling.  Owing, 
too,  to  the  collapse  in  the  Baltic  trade  a  number  of  small  Nor- 
wegian boats  were  sent  out  east,  where  British  boats  of  a  suitable 
size  and  tonnage  were  difficult  to  obtain.  British  owners  appa- 
rently do  not  find  it  remunerative  to  send  small  boats  out  here. 
What  ai*e  wanted  for  Bangkok  are  boats  taking  most  of  their 
cargo  with  a  draught  of  not  more  than  l:i  feet,  so  as  to  avoid  the 
delays  and  expenses  of  lighterage,  and  fitted  with  side  ports  and 
every  facility  for  loading  rice. 

The  project  of  a  French  line  of  three  boats  to  run  to  Singapore, 
for  an  annual  subsidy  of  12,000/.,  still  appears  to  be  hanging  tire. 

The  Danish  East  Asiatic  Company's  steamer,  which  was 
running  down  the  Malay  coast,  has  been  purchased  by  the  North 
German  Lloyd,  being  replaced  by  two  boats,  which,  though 
apparently  belonging  to  the  E«wt  Asiatic  Company,  sail  under  the 
Siamese  flag. 

Five  British  vessels,  of  a  toimage  of  10,600  tons,  cleared  for 
Europe  with  rice  during  the  year. 

A  British  steamer  of  472  tons  was  purchased  by  a  local  British 
firm  during  the  year,  and  put  on  the  run  to  Singapore,  for  which 
she  was  especially  well  adapted,  being  able  to  load  to  her  full 
capacity  inside  the  river,  and  thus  avoid  the  vexatious  and  expen- 
sive delays  at  the  anchorage  outside  the  bar.  She  has  now 
however,  been  sent  on  a  charter  to  Manila. 

In  addition  to  the  shipping  given  in  Annex  A,  46  junks,  of  an 
aggregate  capacity  of  7,240  tons,  were  cleared  inwards  during  the 
year. 

The  Chinese  coolies  continue  masters  of  the  port,  and  the  Labour 
position  as  regards  them  has  not  improved,  but  rather  the  reverse,  ^«>*^'^^®« 
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Lighterage 
difficulties. 


Bailwajs. 


Telegraphs. 


Electric 
light  and 
tiamwajF. 


since  the  report  for  1900  was  written.  The  supply  of  coolies  is 
evidently  not  suflficient,  and  they  are  able  to  impose  their  terms 
upon  the  employers.  The  surplus  of  deck  passengers  (mostly 
(Jliinese  coolies)  arriving  at  Bangkok  in  1901  over  those  that  lelt 
was  about  10,400.     In  1900  it  was  9,200,  and  in  1899  14,000. 

The  men  employed  on  the  lighters  are  perhaps  the  most 
troublesome  of  any.  Much  of  the  loadmg  has  to  be  done  outside 
the  bar,  and  cargo  is  sent  down  there  generally  in  sailing  lighters 
with  Chinese  crews.  The  North  German  Lloyd  now,  however, 
own  three  steam  lighters,  and  a  British  firm  during  the  year  got 
out  another.  It  is  said  that  one  of  the  principal  firms  intends  to 
have  lighters  built  which  will  be  towed  outside  by  steam  tugs, 
and  which  will  be  strong  enough  to  be  towed  to  Singapore  with 
the  ship  if  necessary. 

Besides  the  State  railway  to  Korat  with  its  branch  to  Lopburi, 
both  of  which  have  been  working  for  some  time,  the  Government 
are  at  present  building  a  metre  gauge  line  westwards  to  Batburi 
and  Petchaburi,  winch  has  already  reached  the  former  place,  and 
are  extending  thf^  Lopburi  line  northwards  with  a  view  to  its 
ultimately  reaching  Chiengmai.  They  have  also  had  a  survey 
made  for  a  line  to  Siracha,  a  small  town  on  the  east  coast  of  the 
gulf  opposite  Koh-si-Chang,  which  is  at  present  the  favourite 
watering-place  of  Bangkok.  This  line  is  designed  to  run  through 
a  very  rich  rice  district,  which  is  at  present  but  inefficiently  by 
canals. 

The  question  of  tenders  for  the  supply  of  material  to  the  rail- 
way department  has  been  dealt  with  above  in  connection  with  the 
import  of  steel,  iron  and  machinery. 

The  condition  of  the  telegraph  line  to  Chiengmai  is  disexedit- 
able  to  those  responsible.  A  telegram  recently  took  a  month  to 
come  from  Chiengmai  to  Bangkok.  The  line  has  been  a  continual 
cause  of  complaints  for  years,  the  distance  between  the  two  towns 
is  only  some  400  miles  as  the  crow  flies,  and  no  efiective  measures 
have  been  taken  to  keep  it  in  something  approaching  working 
order.  At  present  it  is  useless  to  pretend  that  Bangkok  is  in 
telegraphic  communication  with  Chiengmai. 

The  cable  from  the  anchorage  at  Koh-si-Chang  to  the  main- 
land has  not  been  repaired,  or  rather  relaid,  yet,  and  the  lack  of  it 
causes  considerable  inconvenience  to  the  Bangkok  shipping  trade. 

The  post  and  telegraph  department  generally  has  given  rise 
to  many  well  founded  complaints  from  merchants  and  others 
during  the  year. 

Both  the  tramways  and  the  electric  lighting  of  Bangkok  are 
now  run  by  the  Siam  Electricity  Company,  a  Danish  concern, 
from  the  same  power  station.  Some  5^  miles  of  new  tratu^line 
was  opened  during  the  year  and  is  doing  extremely  well.  Further 
extensions  are  still  talked  off.  Electric  lighting  is  now  general 
in  Bangkok,  as  well  as  in  mills,  public  buildings  and  private  houses, 
and  on  the  roads.  There  has  been  a  considerable  demand  for 
electric  ceiling  fans,  which  are  being  supplied  to  most  of  the  chief 
buildings  and  many  private  residences.    The  Palace  has  recently 
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given  an  order  for  between  40  and  50.  They  are  supplied  from 
America.  The  import  of  electric  goods  and  apparatus  for  the 
year  was  valued  at  15,654/.  Of  this  amount  9,037i  came  from 
the  United  States,  5,086/.  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
balance,  531/.,  from  Germany  and  Singapore. 

The  opening  of  new  roads  and  the  building  of  shops  and  houses  BuUding  in 
has  continued  in  Bangkok  with  unabated  vigour  despite  the  in-  Bangkok, 
creasing  dearness  of  labour,  and  the  town,  on  the  whole,  bears  a 
much  more  orderly  and  civilised  appearance  than  it  did  a  few 
years  ago.  The  idea  of  building  a  new  palace  on  a  large  scale 
for  the  king  at  Dusit  Park,  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  has,  how- 
ever, been  abandoned,  His  Majesty  being  satis6ed  with  the 
present  building  there,  which  was  originally  erected  as  a 
temporary  palace. 

The  need  of  a  system  of  waterworks  for  Bangkok  has  been  a  W«terwork«. 
cry  of  the  foreign  resident  for  a  long  time.  At  the  end  of  each 
dry  season,  when  cholera  makes  its  periodic  appearance  and  claims 
a  greater  or  less  number  of  victims,  the  Government  is  said  to  be 
seriously  contemplating  providing  the  capital  with  a  supply  of 
pure  water,  but  with  the  advent  of  the  rains  the  matter  appears 
to  be  forgotten  or  shelved.  One  of  the  latest  propositions  is  that 
of  the  Siam  Electricity  Company,  which  oflFers  to  supply  w^ter  to 
Bangkok,  taken  from  the  river  at  Bangpain  below  Ayuthia,  to  the 
amount  of  at  least  5,000,000  gallons  per  diem  for  300  days  in  the 
year,  the  cost  of  same  being  1  tical  (at  present  equivalent  to  Is.) 
per  10,000  gallons  for  the  first  1,500,000,000  gallons  each  year, 
and  half  that  price  for  any  quantity  in  excess.  Nothing  is  said 
in  this  oifer  apparently  of  filtration  or  of  the  distribution  of  the 
water  in  Bangkok,  and  without  these  the  scheme  can  hardly  be 
said  to  be  complete.  Bangpain  water,  though  doubtless  much 
superior  to  that  article  in  Bangkok,  would  still  be  by  no  means 
entirely  above  suspicion. 

A  great  step  in  the  advance  of  the  country  will  have  been  (Hmbling. 
made  when  the  Government  succeeds  in  substituting  some  other 
source  of  revenue  for  the  income  it  at  present  derives  from  the 
gambling  houses.  Most  of  the  gambling  monopolies  in  the 
country  are  held  by  Chinese,  and  the  large  profits  that  they  make 
mostly  go  to  China,  thus  forming  a  constant  drain  on  the  wealth 
of  the  countiy.  Incidentally  the  public  recognition  and  encourage- 
ment given  to  gambling  of  all  sorts  among  a  people  only  too 
inclined  to  it  by  natui-e,  fosters  improvidence  and  crime  of  every 
description.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  the  re-organisa- 
tion of  the  taxes  may  enable  the  Government  to  raise  the  necessary 
revenue  directly  from  the  land  instead  of  by  the  way  of  the 
gambling  farmers. 
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Annex  A.— Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bangkok 
during  the  Year  1901. 

Entebed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaHty. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    .. 

151 

130,306 

151 

130,306 

Siamese  .. 

1 

308 

10 

4,688 

11 

4,891 

German  .. 

, , 

272 

289,161 

272 

289,151 

Norwegian 

ii 

5,867 

90 

80,935 

101 

86,802 

French    . . 

2 

684 

27 

10,355 

29 

11,039 

Danish    . . 

1 

381 

5 

9,237 

6 

9,618 

Dutch     .. 

. , 

. , 

15 

6,435 

16 

6,435 

BuBsian  ••         •• 

, , 

, , 

2 

4,506 

2 

4,506 

Austro-Kongarian 

, , 

2 

3,016 

2 

3,016 

Belgian^.. 

, , 

1 

1,291 

1 

1,291 

Swedish  .. 

•• 

•• 

1 

989 

1 

989 

Total 

16 

7,240 

576 

640,808 

691 

548,043 

„    1900.. 

14 

7,511 

440      !   372,966 

454 

880,477 

Clbakbd. 


SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

VesseU. 

British    .. 

160 

128,329 

150 

128,329 

Siamese  .. 

1 

808 

10 

4,688 

11 

4.891 

German  .. 

, , 

267 

287,442 

267 

287,442 

Norwegian 

10 

5,493 

91 

82,180 

101 

87,623 

French    . . 

1 

396 

26 

9,776 

27 

10,171 

Danish    •  •         . . 

1 

881 

6 

9,287 

6 

9,618 

Dutch      . . 

15 

6,435 

16 

6,4d6 

Russian  .. 

2 

4,606 

2 

4,506 

A  ustro-Uungarian 

1 

1,508 

1 

1,508 

Belgian    .»         •• 

1 

1,291 

1 

1,291 

Swedish  . . 

1 

989 

1 

989 

Total 

13 

6,577 

,    569 

536,255 

682 

542,802 

„    1900.. 

18 

7,369 

1    487 

370,704 

460 

1 

878,073 
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Annex  B. — ^Retubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bangkok 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articl«8. 

1900. 

1901, 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Sice 

Tons 

414,644 

2,225,470 

684,924 

8,484,268 

Teak 

If 

45,261 

324,748 

48,736 

240,864 

Manne  produots 

II        •  • 

18,669 

121,821 

18,660 

168,540 

Pepper 

II        •  • 

699 

46,640 

1,156 

82.968 

Treasure 

, , 

20,116 . 

.. 

46,210 

Bullocks 

Head      .. 

15,938 

48,624 

10,896 

83,298 

Woods,  other  than  teak 

Tons       .. 

7,483 

31,724 

6,800 

29,818 

Other  artioles, . 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

268,777 

•  • 

291,006 

Total 

•• 

3,087,819 

•• 

4,366,967 

Ebturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Bangkok  during 
the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 

1900.                                1901. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Cotton  goods      .. 

■  • 

, , 

409,058 

, , 

689,094 

Treasure 

•  • 

,. 

886,804 

, , 

291,809 

Steel,  iron  and  machinery 

.. 

,. 

169,846 

246,954 

Gunny  bags 

,, 

•  • 

91,432 

. . 

186,626 

Opium 

aiOL  goods 

Chests 

1,567 

141,149 

1,472 

125,064 

•  • 

, , 

128,177 

, , 

114.678 

Sugar      

,, 

, , 

101,819 

,, 

83,807 

Cotton  yam       , .         • . 

Bales  .. 

7,018 

53,260 

9,763 

72,168 

Xerosene 

GaUons 

4,855,617 

97,887 

4,088,943 

64^064 

Hardware  and  cutlery  . . 

« • 

, , 

88,112 

,, 

53,668 

Other  articles    .. 

•• 

•• 

1,014,996 

•  • 

1,078,469 

Total   .. 

•  • 

2,676,540 

•• 

2,S05,386 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  into  Bangkok  to  and  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

Singapore 
Hong-Xong 
United  Kingdom 

India 

Germany 

China 

Dutch  Eaat  Tndies      . . 
United  States  .. 
Cochin  China  • . 
Europe  (destination  un- 
known) 
Other  oouDtriet 

£ 

1,428,320 

1,161,324 

88.564 

114,321 

2,301 

1,199 

76 

808 

14,325 

268,716 
18,367 

£ 

1,968,618 

1,684,276 

50,660 

72,477 

242,071 

8,678 

4,642 

5,985 

11,668 

291,357 
26,740 

£ 

968,812 

684,074 

274,170 

98,269 

141,913 

141,319  . 

77,148 

22,620 

10,112 

158,213 

£ 

1,166,408 

630,610 

886,261 

127,666 

207.802 

99,373 

66,068 

20,3!94 

9,060 

152,944 

Tota       .. 

3,087,819 

4,366,967 

2,576,540 

2,806,386 

LONDON: 
Printed  for  His  Majesty's  Stationery  Office, 

bt  habeison  and  sons. 

Printers  in  Ordinary  to  His  Majesty. 
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Reference  to  previous  Report,  Armtml  Series  No.  2545. 


Report  on  the  Trade,  Commerce,  and  Navigation  of  the  Somali  Coast 
Protectorate  for  the  Yeo/r  ending  March  31,  1901, 

By  Me.  Acting  Consul-Gbneral  Cordeaux. 

(Beoeiyed  at  Foreign  Offioe,  December,  1901.) 

The  total  trade  of  the  Protectorate  (duty  and  non-duty  paid)  OenenJ 
for  the  year  amounted  to  1,13,69,675  ra,  showing  a  decrease  of  wmarki. 
13,03,554  rs.  as    compared    with    the    previous    year,  and    of 
7,05,783  rs.  on  the  figures  of  1898-99. 

The  following  table  compares  the  imports  and  exports  in  total 
trade  at  the  ports  of  Zaila,  Berbera,  and  bulbar  for  the  last  three 
years,  inclusive  of  treasure : — 


Zaxla. 

Imports 

Exports 

Bhbbbba  akd  BnLHAB. 

Imports 

Exports .  •         • .         •  • 

fTotal  imports       •  • 
„    exports        •  • 

Ghrand  total 


Yalue. 


1898-99. 


Bupees. 


88,28,261 


80,39,466 
29,02,793 


58,49,404 
62,26,054 


1,80,76,458 


1899-1900. 


Bupees. 


84,71,904 
80,13,712 


88,15,651 
28,71,962 


67,87,655 
58,86,674 


1,26,78,239 


1900-1901. 


Bupees. 


80,70,577 
82,89,919 


28,88,776 
21,70,408 


59,09,853 
64,60,322 


1,13,69,675 


Imports  and  exports  of  treasure  amounted  to  10,38,452  rs.,  or 
1,80,380  rs.  less  than  the  previous  year.  The  returns  for  the  last 
three  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 
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Zaila. 

Imports • 

Sxporto..         ..         •• 

Bbkbx&a  avd  Bvlhab. 

Imports 

EzpoitB 

Total 


Value. 


1898-99. 


1899-1900. 


Bupees. 


1,89,970 
2,99,119 


69,478 
2,04,628 


7,68,196 


Rupees. 


72,747 
5,41,981 


2,28,661 
8,76,543 


12,18,832 


1900-01. 


Rupees. 


8,50,952 
2,96,758 


44,268 
8,46,474 


10,38,452 


The  duty  paid  trade,  the  trade  proper  of  the  Protectorate,  in 
imports  and  exports  is,  compared  mth  the  results  of  the  two  pre- 
ceding years,  as  follows : — 


Value. 

1898-99. 

1899-1900. 

1900-01. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Zaila. 

Imports  ••         •• 

Exports 

26,17.749 
29,89,242 

83.98,941 
22,96,264 

27,18,671 
25,81,697 

Bbbbbba  akd  BuLH4B. 

Imports..        •• 

Exports 

29,69,987 
26,98,164 

30,87,0SO 
24,96,419 

27,94,508      . 
18,23,929 

Total  imports 
„     exports 

55,87,786 
66,37,406 

64,86,031 
47,9;i,688 

66,13,179 
44,05,626 

Grand  tots! 

1,12,25,142 

1,12,78,714 

99,18,806 

At  Zaila  there  is  a  decrease  in  imports  of  6,80,270  rs.,  but  an 
increase  of  2,85,433  rs.  in  exports.  The  former  must  be  attributed 
to  increased  facilities  now  offered  by  the  French  railway  for  the 
transport  of  merchandise,  especially  cotton  and  silk  goods,  from 
Jibouti  to  Harrar.  The  increase  in  exports  is  principally  due  to 
larger  consignments  of  coffee  and  ivory  from  Harmr. 

Berbera  and  Bulbar  show  a  decrease  of  2,92,582  rs.  in  imports, 
and  of  6,72,490  rs.  in  exports,  due  to  the  temporary  dislocation 
of  trade  with  the  far  interior. 
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Taking  the  three  ports  together,  we  find  a  decrease  of 
9,72,852  rs.  in  imports,  and  of  3,87,057  rs.  in  exports,  the  net 
result  of  the  year  being  a  decrease  of  13,59,909  rs.  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year,  and  of  13,06,337  rs.  as  against  the  figures 
of  1898-99. 

Taking  the  exchange  value  of  the  rupee  at  Is.  4d,,  the  duty 
paid  trade  of  the  Protectorate  for  the  last  three  years  may  be 
shown  in  sterling  as  under : — 


Value. 


Zaila. 

ImpurtB 

Exports 

Berbbka  and  Bulhab, 

Imports . . 
Exports  . . 

Total  imports 
„     exports 

Grand  total 


1898-09. 


174,500 
196,000 


198,000 
179,900 


872,500 
875,900 


748,400 


1899-1900. 


1900-1901. 


226,600 
158,100 


181,200 
172,100 


206,800       186,800 
166,400       121,600 


482,400 
819.500 


367,600 
298,700 


751,900 


661,200 


There  has  been  a  remarkable  falling-ofif  in  the  import  of  all  Imports, 
kinds  of  cotton  goods  during  the  year  under  report. 

European  white  longcloth,  for  which  there  is  generally  a  brisk  Butommi 
demand  in  the  coast  towns,  was  imported  to  a  value  of  1,24,740  rs.,  jjj^.   °** 
or  29,257  rs.  less  than  the  preceding  year. 

American  grey  shirting,  by  far  the  most  popular  cloth  as  an  Amerioan 
article  of  trade,  shows  a  proportionate  decrease  in  the  quantity  8^7  ahirting, 
imported.    At  Zaila  the  total  imports  were  less  by  3,907,690  yards 
in  quantity  and  5,42,115  rs.  in  value,  whilst  there  was  a  decrease 
of  971,106  yards  in  quantity  and  of  1,34,213  rs.  in  value  at 
Berbera  and  Bulbar. 

Coimtry  grey  shirting,  never  a  popular  article,  still  further  Country 
declined,  and  has  now  practically  disappeared  from  the  market  *^^  "tirting. 
Considering  that  the  bidk  of  the  cotton  piece-goods  trade,  both 
wholesale  and  retail,  is  in  the  hands  of  Indian  merchants,  it  is  to 
be  r^retted  that  the  Indian  mills  cannot  supply  them  with  a 
marketable    article    which  might  compete  with  the   American 
material.     Perhaps  a  little  attention  to  detail  and  the  special 
requirements  of  the  Somali,  who  is  a  very  punctilious  customer, 
might  result  in  the  production  of  a  suitable  article.    The  trade  in 
piece-goods  is  sufficiently  valuable  to  merit  every  endeavour  to 
secure  a  footing  in  the  market. 
(924) 
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Somali  hoast. 


ICisoella- 
neooB  cotton 
goods. 
Silk  piree- 


Bioe. 


Jowaree. 


Dates. 


Sugar. 


Wines  and 
.  liquors. 

Miscella- 
neous goods. 


Exp3rts. 
doffee. 


Gums  and 
resins. 


Miscellaneous  cotton  goods  show  a  decrease  of  69,065  rs.  on 
last  year's  figures. 

In  silk  piece-goods  Zaila  shows  a  decrease  of  48,497  rs.  in 
value. 

As  far  as  Berbera  and  Bulbar  are  concerned,  the  general 
decrease  above  noted  may  be  considered  as  merely  of  a  temporary 
nature.  With  the  restoration  of  law  and  order  throughout  the 
Protectorate  and  the  re-opening  of  trade  with  the  far  interior,  a 
general  revival  of  trade  may  be  expected,  and  the  high  standard 
of  former  years  will  again  be  reached,  if  not  exceeded. 

In  the  case  of  Zaila,  however,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  decline 
is  due  to  increased  disadvantages  in  its  competition  with  Jibouti, 
which,  as  the  railway  nears  completion  and  gets  into  working 
'  order,  will  attract  the  greater  part  of  the  Zaila  trade. 

The  decrease  in  imports  of  food  grains  is  also  considerable 
and  is  in  part  to  be  attributed  to  the  general  depression  of  trade 
consequent  on  local  disturbances.  To  this  must  be  added  the 
fact  that  the  country  was  favoured  with  an  exceptionally  ijood  rain- 
fall. In  good  seasons,  when  grazing  for  their  flocks  is  abundant, 
the  Somalis  of  the  interior  subsist  principally  on  the  flesh  and 
milk  of  their  animals,  and  are  thus  independent  of  other  supplies. 

Hence  the  rice  imported  during  the  year  under  report  amounted 
to  16,05,442  rs.,  showing  a  decrease  of  3,L8,417  rs.  in  the  figures 
of  the  previous  year. 

In  jowaree,  again,  there  is  a  decrease  in  value  at  Berbera  and 
Bulbar  of  192  rs.,  and  at  Zaila  of  64,980  rs.  The  total  value  of 
the  imports  for  the  year  came  to  78,404  rs. 

Dates  did  somewhat  better,  as  though  Zaila  showed  a  decrease 
in  value  of  22,444  rs.,  there  was  a  large  increase  at  Berbera  of 
2,16,878  rs.,  thus  giving  an  increase  of  1,52,258  rs.  over  the 
preceding  year  on  the  total  of  6,81,911  rs.  value  imported. 

Of  sugar  95,562  rs.  was  imported  during  the  year,  showing  an 
increase  of  8,085  rs.  over  the  previous  year  and  of  11,320  rs.  over 
the  figures  of  1898-99. 

In  wines  and  liquors  Zaila  shows  an  increase  of  55,729  rs.  in 
value.  These  liquors  are  almost  exclusively  imported  for  the 
Harrar  trade. 

Miscellaneous  goods  includes  boots  and  shoes,  enamelled 
and  glassware,  kerosene  oil,  sweets,  scents  and  soaps,  and 
other  miscellaneous  articles  of  petty  trade.  The  total  value 
of  the  imports  under  this  heading  amounted  to  3,20,459  rs., 
showing  an  increase  of  1,862  rs.  over  the  figures  of  the  preceding 
year. 

Cofifee  is  exported  almost  exclusively  through  Zaila,  which 
shows  an  increase  in  value  exported  of  1,38,577  rs.,  of  which 
94,687  rs.  was  in  Harrari  and  the  remainder  in  Abyssinian  beans. 
The  latter  is  the  inferior  kind,  but  both  yielded  good  crops. 

Gums  and  resins,  which  are  only  exported  from  Berbera  and 
Bulbar,  are  brought  to  those  ports  from  the  Ogaden  country. 
Owing  to  the  temporary  suspension  of  trade  with  that  district,  the 
value  of  the  exports  declined  to  the  amount  of  1,30,597  rs. 
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Fibre,  of  which  there  is  never  a  large  export  owing  to  want  of  yibre. 
development  in  the  industry,  shows  a  further  decline  of  2,900  rs. 
in  value. 

Hides  were  exported  to  the  total  value  of  22,499  rs.,  as  against  Hides, 
last  year's  figui-es  of  24,182  rs. 

Skins  show  a  decided  falling-off.  At  Zaila,  indeed,  there  was  skins. 
an  increase  of  99,837  rs.  in  the  value  of  skins  exported,  but  against 
this  must  be  set  heavy  decreases  at  Berbera  and  Bulbar,  of 
3,65,060  and  2,05,465  rs.  respectively.  The  latter  must  be 
attributed  to  the  absence  of  trading  caravans  from  the  Ogaden, 
and  the  good  rainfall  in  the  interior,  whereby  ample  grazing 
was  provided  for  surplus  livestock  which  in  dry  seasons  is 
killed  off. 

Ivory  was  exported  to  the  total  value  of  5,05,722  rs.,  showing  ivory, 
an  excess  over  the  previous  year  of  34,068  rs.  The  bulk  of  the 
ivory  trade  is  between  Harrar  and  Zaila,  the  transactions  at 
Berbera  and  Bulbar  being  very  small.  The  greater  part  is 
Abyssinian  ivory,  and  certain  Indian  merchants  in  Harrar  have 
recently  opened  branches  in  the  Abyssinian  capital,  thereby 
increasing  the  trade. 

Ostrich  feathers  show  a  considerable  decrease,  the  total  value  Ostrich 
exported  of  85,266  rs.  being  18,339  rs.  less  than  the  last  year's  feathers, 
figures. 

Ghee  (clarified  butter)  was  exported  to  the  total  value  ofo-hee 
1,59,905  rs.,  being  an  excess  of  72,262  rs.  over  the  trade  of  the  (clarified 
preceding  year.     Zaila  shows  an  increase  of  19,505  rs.  and  Berbera  ^»it^«')- 
and  Bulbar  of  52,757  rs.    Plentiful  rains  led  to  increased  production 
of  this  commodity,  for  which  there  is  always  a  good  demand. 

Mother-of-pearl  shells  reached  a  total  export  figure  of  68,259  rs.,  shells 
of  which  Zaila   contributed    62,946    rs.      The  total  decrease  of  (mother-of- 
4,116  rs.  is  insignificant,  having  regard  to  the  fluctuating  nature  of  v^^^)- 
the  industry. 

Zabad  (civet)  which  is  exported  duty  free,  passed  through  Zaila  zabad  (oiyct). 
to  the  value  of  1,39,176  rs.  showing  an  increase  of  1,14,351  rs.  over 
the  figures  of  the  previous  year. 

Live-stock,  consisting  principally  of  sheep  and  goats  and  cattle.  Live-stock. 
was  exported  to  the  total  value  of  3,23,866  rs.  or  i^fiZO  rs.  less  than 
the  preceding  year.  Zaila  shows  a  small  increase  in  value  of 
sheep  and  goats,  but  a  decrease  of  636  rs.  in  cattle.  At  Berbera 
and  Bulbar  there  was  a  decrease  of  2,360  rs.  in  sheep  and  goats 
and  of  990  rs.  in  cattle. 

There  is  nothing  fresh  to  record  under  this  heading.  No  Shipping  and 
artificial  works  or  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  any  of  navigation, 
the  ports.  In  the  case  of  Zaila  it  would  be  difficult  to  effect 
any  improvement  except  at  an  outlay  altogether  incommensurate 
with  the  advantages  likely  to  be  gained,  whilst  the  naturally  fine 
harbour  of  Berbera,  though  capable  of  considerable  artificial 
development  especially  iu  the  matter  of  dredging,  is  good  enough 
for  present  shipping  requirements. 

The  trade  of  the  Protectorate  has,  it  must  be  admitted,  suffered  Concluding 
a  severe  blow  during  the  year  under  report,  but  there  are  for-  wmarks. 
(924)  A  4 
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tunafcoiy  reasons  for  believing  that  the  injury  is  not  likely  to  be 
of  a  permanent  nature.  It  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  out  of 
the  total  decrease  of  86,904/.,  Berbera  and  Bulbar  are  together 
responsible  for  78,563/.  As  has  already  been  pointed  out,  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  Protectorate  suffered  heavily  from  local 
disturbances,  as  a  result  of  which  the  valuable  markets  of  the 
Ogaden  and  south-eastern  Dolbahanta  were  practically  closed 
during  the  greater  portion  of  the  year.  To  this  must  be  added 
the  occurrence  of  a  favourable  rainy  season  which  adversely 
affects  at  least  two  of  the  principal  articles  of  trade,  namely, 
skins  and  cereals.  Each  of  these  circumstanccR,  damaging  as 
they  are  at  the  time,  must  eventually  be  followed  by  a  favoumble 
re-action.  The  suppression  of  disturbing  elements  in  the  interior 
would  at  once  throw  open  the  long  pent-up  markets  of  the  Ogaden, 
which,  as  they  have  no  other  main  outlets  except  Berbera  and 
Bulbar,  must  be  full  to  overflowing  with  skins,  gums,  and  other 
products,  all  of  which  will  find  their  way  into  our  ports. 
Similarly,  the  plentiful  grazing  consequent  on  last  year's  rains 
should  have  produced  a  large  surplus  of  live-stock,  which  it 
will  be  necessary  to  dispose  of,  especially  if  this  year's  season 
is  a  dry  one.  Consequently  a  large  increase  of  live-stock  and 
skins,  and  a  proportionate  demand  for  imported  goods  in  exchange 
may  he  expected. 

It  may,  therefore,  safely  be  assumed  that  the  depression  of 
trade  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Protectorate  is  of  a 
temporary  nature,  and  that  it  will  be  followed  by  a  brisk  revival 
as  soon  as  the  circumstances  which  produced  it  are  removed. 

The  reports  of  the  Consul  at  Zaila  and  Vice-Consul  at  Berbera 
on  the  trade,  commerce,  and  navigation  of  their  respective  districts, 
with  connected  returns,  are  annexed  hereto. 


Zaila  and  Jiboutl 

Mr.  Consul  Keyser  reports  as  follows : — 
Introduction.         Until  recent  years  Zaila  was  the  chief  port  for  the  import  and 
export  of  goods  to  and  from  Harrar.     Harrar  is,  on  this  side,  the 
gateway  of  Abyssinia,  and  the  point  from  which  that  country 
communicates  with  the  Somali  coast. 

Notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  of  Zaila  as  a  port,  and  the 
want  of  water  near  the  town,  a  thriving  trade  was  done,  all  goods 
passing  between  Zaila  and  Harrar  by  caravan.  Zaila  is  an  old 
Egyptian  town,  and  remains  unaltered.  The  description  written 
by  Burton  fifty  years  ago  would  be  mainly  accurate  now.  With 
the  exception  of  a  few  unpretentious  Government  buildings, 
British  ownership  has  made  no  outward  change. 

The  French  Government  established  a  colony  at  Obok,  and 
thence  quite  recently  moved  it  to  Jiboati,  which  a  few  years  ago 
was  ft  mere  stretch  of  desert  coast ;  but  which,  by  the  lavish 
expenditure  of  money,  has  now  become  an  important  town.     It 
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still  grows,  money  is  still  forthcoming,  and  Jibouti  looks  to  the 
future  for  its  return. 

French  and  even  English  newspaper  writers  are  fond  of  de- 
scribing Jibouti  and  Zaila  as  similar  towns,  rivals  in  progress  and 
trade.  This  comparison  is  an  error,  since,  beyond  both  being 
seaports,  there  exist  few  points  of  resemblance.  Zaila  has  for 
numberless  years  been  the  point  of  departure  for  caravans  to 
Abyssinia.  It  occupies  the  same  position  as  before.  No  caravans 
ever  started  from  the  site  whereon  the  new  town  of  Jibouti  now 
stands.  In  Zaila  the  British  Government  has  done  nothing  beyond 
watch  over  the  caravan  route  and  ensure  peaceful  passage  for  all 
who  use  it.  The  old  order  of  things  still  continues  under  circum- 
stances of  improved  security  and  a  protection  on  which  it  is  safe 
to  rely.  Eastern  methods  of  transport  endure,  but  the  British 
Government  protects  it.  Jibouti,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  port 
newly  established  for  the  development  of  Western  improve- 
ments. 

Modem  enterpiise  has  subscribed  its  capital  to  construct  a 
railway  from  the  coast  to  secure  the  trade  with  Abyssinia,  and 
transfer  to  its  trucks  goods  hitherto  slowly  conveyed  across  the 
desert  by  camels.  The  enterprise  is  sound,  but  like  all  under- 
takings in  unknown  countries  it  has  met  with  difficulties  and 
delay.  The  country  through  which  the  line  had  to  be  made  was 
waterless  and  studded  with  rocks.  Want  of  funds  frequently 
interrupted  the  progress  of  construction.  Hostility  on  the  part 
of  the  fierce  Somali  tribes,  who  gave  no  welcome  to  a  substitute 
for  the  transport  provided  by  the  hire  of  their  camels,  was  per- 
haps as  great  a  source  of  trouble  and  loss  as  either  of  the  others 
named. 

However,  at  this  moment  at  Jibouti  there  looms  large  a  rail- 
way station  of  sufficient  size  and  importance  to  represent  the 
existence  and  establishment  of  the  most  paying  line  in  any  country, 
and  the  rails  have  actually  been  laid,  and  excellently  laid,  for 
165  kilometres.  The  construction  has  now  entered  Abyssinian 
territory,  where  protection  and  control  are  beyond  the  hands  of 
the  French  Government. 

When  the  railway  is  completed,  and  if  it  succeeds,  a  great  boon 
will  have  been  bestowed  upon  all  those  who  trade  with  Abyssinia, 
since  that  country  may  be  opened  up.  I  use  the  conditional  ad- 
visedly, for  so  far,  judging  from  reports  of  merchants  already  there, 
Abyssinians  do  not  appear  greatly  attracted  by  the  products  of 
Europe.  Europe,  with  all  its  antiquity  and  experience,  of  cen  displays 
in  its  dealings  with  those  who  have  not  the  privilege  of  dwelling 
there,  a  naive  belief  in  the  potency  to  dazzle  of  all  that  is  showy 
and  new.  But  it  does  not  always  follow  that  others  who  may  be 
equally  proud  of  their  ancient  civilisation  and  time-honoured 
customs  will  necessarily  succumb  to  the  advantages  of  those 
superfiuities  which  it  has  taken  centuries  of  European  life  to 
appreciate.  Till  now  there  has  been  little  demand  for  aught  save 
rifles,  revolvers,  and  cotton  goods  amongst  the  inhabitants  of 
Abyssinia. 
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This  short  summary  of  the  situation  is  necessary  to  enable 
commercial  men  to  divest  themselves  of  all  the  confused  state- 
ments they  may  see  in  print  concemiDg  the  construction  of 
the  railway,  and  the  opening  up  of  the  country  through  which 
it  will  pass.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  railway  never 
opens  up  a  country ;  it  connects  important  points.  A  road  opens 
up  a  country,  and  then  the  railwajr  follows.  Since  the  intervening 
country  is  a  desert,  no  road  can  here  be  made.  To  construct  a 
railway  only  for  commercial  purposes  (I  am  not  speaking  of  any 
other)  must  therefore  necessarily  be  a  speculation.  Of  this  the 
success  or  failure  cannot  be  counted  until  the  points  aimed  at  are 
joined.  Stripped  of  all  the  fine  writing  about  the  railway,  the 
above  exactly  demonstrates  its  present  position. 

When  the  railway  is  completed  and  in  full  working  order, 
then,  as  circumstances  now  are,  Zaila  will  have  dwindled  to  a 
mere  speck  in  importance.  Meantime  the  caravans  come,  and  the 
caravans  depart  with  the  same  regularity  and  lack  of  haste  as  for 
the  last  100  years  they  have  never  ceased  to  do. 

There  is  at  present  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  merchants  to 
make  use  of  the  railway.  From  the  terminus  now  reached  camels 
must  be  engaged  and  a  caravan  formed  to  continue  the  journey  to 
Harrar.  There  are  sigDS  that  this  trial  of  the  railway  is 
premature,  and  cases  have  occurred,  and  continue  to  occur, 
where  goods  despatched  from  Zaila,  though  leaving  subsequent  to 
those  sent  by  rail,  have  arrived  in  Harrar  first.  However,  this  is 
a  matter  which  the  merchants  will  inevitably  discover  themselves. 
The  Zaila  route,  though  known  to  be  slow,  is  also  known  to  be 
sure.  For  the  present  it  must  be  expected  that  all  traders  will 
wish  to  try  the  railway,  and  a  time  of  depression  for  Zaila  is 
certainly  near  at  hand.  It  will,  I  am  confident,  be  succeeded  ])y  a 
reaction  in  favour  of  this  port  until  the  railway  line  is  completed 
and  established.  Then  the  caravans  will  depend  on  local  trade, 
and  that  provided  by  a  few  conservative  Arabs  who  prefer  old 
ways  to  new.     But  this  is  in  the  future. 

'^^^^^'  So  far,  trade  with  Abyssinia  is  in  its  infancy,  and  commercial 

men  in  Europe  have  not  yet  regarded  it  with  serious  attention. 
The  centre  of  the  trade  is  perhaps  in  Harrar,  and  there  certain 
well-known  Greek  and  Indian  firms  have  representatives.  There 
are  also  some  Italians  and  a  few  French.  One  English  firm  alone 
is  represented. 

Port  of  Zaila.  Zaila  is  15  hours  by  steamer  from  Aden.  It  has  a  good 
sheltered  anchorage,  but  only  ships  of  very  shallow  draught  can 
approach  nearer  than  two  miles  from  the  shore.  There  is  a  pier 
of  considerable  length  ofif  which  small  coasting  boats  can  lie. 
These  sailing  craft  are  very  numerous,  and  no  difficulty  is 
experienced  by  steamers  in  loading  or  discharging  cargo.  A 
steamer  belonging  to  Messrs.  Cowasji  Dinshaw  calls  at  Zaila  once 
a  week  bringing  the  mails.  There  is  no  telegraphic  communica- 
tion with  Zaila. 

Township.  The  town  is  composed  of  old  white  stone  houses  built  in  the 

days  of  Egj'ptian  occupation.    There  are  many  streets  of  native 
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grass  houses.  The  sea  lies  on  three  sides  of  the  town.  Beyond 
the  town  stretches  the  desert,  a  vast  plain  that  continues  unbroken 
for  nearly  60  miles  towards  Harrar.  The  trade  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  Greeks,  Arabs,  Indians,  and  Jews.  At  a  distance  of 
5  miles  is  the  oasis  of  Takosha.  Here  are  the  wells  which  supply 
Zaila  with  water.  This  water  is  carried  daily  in  skins  on  camels 
in  charge  of  old  Somali  women.  Each  morning,  just  before  day- 
light, this  necessaiy  and  picturesque  procession  straggles  slowly 
into  the  town.  The  water  from  Takosha  is  full  of  sand  and 
must  be  allowed  some  time  to  settle  before  use. 

Jibouti  is  about  40  miles  distant  from  Zaila,  and  is  connected  Jibonti. 
by  telegraph  with  Perim.  There  is  a  considerable  local  trade 
between  Jibouti  and  Zaila,  and  every  day  boats  sail  from  one 
port  to  the  other  with  passengers  and  goods.  The  Governor 
of  the  French  Somali  Coast  lives  at  Jibouti.  The  relations  of 
Zaila  with  its  neighbour  are  very  satisfactory  and  the  representa- 
tive of  the  French  Government  shows  considerable  courtesy  and 
willingness  to  assist  in  all  matters  which  concern  the  two  places. 

Zaila  is  distant  from  Harrar  a  little  less  than  200  miles.  A  Harrar. 
camel  post  leaves  Zaila  once  a  week  for  Harrar,  and  at  the  same 
intervals  a  mail  leaves  Harrar  for  Zaila.  This  mail  takes  five 
days  in  transit.  A  caravan  can  do  the  journey  in  10  days  or 
even  less,  but  three  weeks  is  the  usual  period  calculated  for 
its  arrival.  The  route  lies  across  a  desert  plain  sometimes  strewn 
with  rocks  and  stones.  At  regular  intervals  on  the  marches, 
after  the  first  three  days,  there  are  wells.  These  wells  are  mjtde 
by  digging  deep  in  the  sand  of  dry  river  beds.  The  last  portion 
of  the  journey  to  Harrar,  from  the  post  town  of  Gildessa,  is  over 
steep  clififs  and  rocks,  very  difficult  for  camels.  From  Harrar  to 
Adis  Ababa,  about  300  miles,  there  is  a  telephone.  In  Harrar 
there  is  a  British  Vice-Consul,  and  all  interests  of  British 
subjects  are  most  carefully  guarded.  In  these  matters  Eas 
Makonnen,  the  Governor,  is  always  ready  to  assist  with  his 
authority. 

Zaila  is  well  policed  by  a  military  force  of  Soudanese.     There  p^iioe. 
is  also  a  civil  police  composed  of  Somalis,  as  well  as  a  small  camel 
corps.     Life  and  property  are  absolutely  safe.     In  the  interior 
it  is  equally  so  and  travellers  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
inhabitants  in  British  territory. 

In  the  summer  months  the  coast  ia  extremely  hot.  Mostcuccate 
natives  leave  for  the  interior,  and  veiy  little  business  is  carried 
on.  The  people  abandon  themselves  to  the  effects  of  the  weather 
and  consider  this  as  an  excuse  for  contented  idleness.  In  the  winter 
season  the  climate  is  not  unpleasant,  but  a  damp  wind  frequently 
blows,  and  fever  is  very  prevalent  among  all  classes. 

There  is  a  hospital  and  dispensary  provided  by  Government ;  Hospital 
the  doctor  in  charge  is  a  native  of  India. 

Table  G  (page  21)  annexed  hereto  shows  the  amount  of  duty  importt, 
charged  at  Zaila  on  imports  and  exports.      The  total  value  of 
goods  imported  during  the  year  under  review  was  30,70,577  rs. ; 
the  total  of  the  preceding  year  was  34,71,904  rs.    The  attached 
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AmcricaD 
grey  shirting. 


Cotton 
piece-goods. 

European 
white  long- 
cloth. 

Qhirkishred 
eloth. 
Silk 
piece-goods. 


Jowari. 

Dates. 

Bice. 

Alcohol. 


Miscel- 
laneous. 


tables  give  these  figures  in  detail.  The  total  amount  of  import 
duty  actually  received  shows  a  decrease  of  15,132  rs.  on  that  paid 
for  a  similar  period  last  year.  Looking  to  all  the  facts  alluded  to 
in  the  introduction  of  this  report  these  figures  are  less  unsatisfactory 
than  might  have  been  anticipated.  The  directors  of  the  neigh- 
bouring railway  have  recently  secured  the  aid  of  their  Government 
in  ofifering  special  facilities  to  merchants  despatching  goods  by 
this  route,  and  the  result  of  these  attractions  will  be  seen  in  the 
following  figures : — 

By  far  the  largest  import  is  American  grey  shirting.  The 
total  value  of  this  class  of  goods  imported  during  the  year  was 
13,98,558  rs.;  this  is  a  decrease  in  value  of  5,42,115  rs.  The 
American  cloth  easily  holds  its  own,  and  is  preferred  by  the 
natives  to  all  otlier.  The  Somalis  and  Abyssinians  alike  use  it 
in  long  lengths  which  they  wrap  round  them  as  a  garment  This 
cloth  lasts  long  and  washes  well. 

Cotton  piece-goods  imported  chiefly  for  Harrar  give  a  total 
value  of  3,47,733  rs. ;  this  is  a  decrease  of  72,124  rs.  on  the  import 
of  the  last  year. 

European  white  longcloth,  imported  to  a  value  of  33,508  ra, 
also  shows  a  decrease  amounting  to  11,990  rs. 

Turkish  red  cloth,  which  has  a  purely  local  sale,  has  diminished 
in  quantity  imported. 

Silk  piece-goods  show  a  decrease  in  the  imported  value  of 
48,497  rs.  For  this  class  of  goods  the  railway  has  been  always 
preferred  in  the  endeavour  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  long 
exposure  on  the  road. 

Jowari  shows  a  decreased  import  of  64,980  rs.  This  is  due 
to  the  good  harvest  in  Abyssinia. 

The  decrease  of  22,444  rs.  in  the  import  of  dates  is  attributable 
to  the  same  cause. 

Kice  last  year  showed  an  increase  of  1,02,182  rs.  in  value  over 
the  amount  imported  in  the  previous  year.  Again  this  year  a 
farther  increase  of  3,444  rs.  is  shown.  It  is  only  recently  that 
this  has  become  a  general  article  of  food. 

The  value  of  the  limited  quantities  of  wine  and  liquor 
imported  into  Zaila  for  consumption  by  other  than  natives 
gives  a  decrease  of  5,433  rs. 

Increases  in  value  imported  are  shown  in  each  of  the 
following : — 


Emperor 
Menehk. 


Articles. 


Earthenware  and  glass 

Steel  and  iron 

Lead 

Kerosene  oil 

Tanned  skins 

Raw  silks    ••  •• 


Increase. 


Bupees. 
8,960 
4,106 
8,379 
6,261 
7,976 
5,935 


All  goods  for  the  use  of  the  Emperor  Menehk  are  passed  free. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  imports  into  Abyssinia  do  not  at  Abyaiinia. 
present  comprise  a  very  great  variety  or  show   figures  of  any 
particular  importance.    There  thus  remains  plenty  of  scope  for 
experiment. 

The  value  of  exports  during  the  year  shows  an  increase  of  Exporte. 
2,73,183  rs.    over    that    of    the    corresponding    period    in    the 
previous,  one. 

Harrar  coffee,  exported  to  the  value  of  10,11,712  rs.,  gives  an  Coffee, 
increase  of  94,687  rs. 

Other  'Abyssinian  coffee  of  inferior  quality  also  shows  an 
increased  value  exported  of  44,890  rs. 

Ostrich  feathers  give  a  small  increase  of  3,386  rs.  Feathew. 

The  total  value  of  ivory  exported  was  5,00,782  rs.    This  is  an  lyorv. 
increase  of  36,013  is.  on  the  figures  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  above  increases  are  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  some  Indian 
merchants  in  Harrar  opened  branch  houses  in  Adis  Ababa  and 
thus  improved  their  business.  There  was  also  a  greater  demand 
for  both  coffee  and  ivory  from  London  and  New  York. 

There  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  value  of  skins  exported.  Skins. 
This  amounts   to   99,837  rs.     A  prominent  European  firm  has 
recently  commenced  purchasing  skins  in  Harrar. 

The  export  of  beeswax  increased  to  the  extent  of  28,410  rs.        Beeswax. 

Grain  and  sugar  are  also   among  those  articles  of    export  Grain, 
showing  an  increase.     Owing  to  the  numbers  of  workmen  on  the  8"g«'- 
railway  there    has    been    a    demand    for    these  necessaries  in 
Jibouti. 

There  is  an  increase  of  19,505  rs.  in  the  export  of  ghee  or  Ghee, 
clarified  butter.     To  plentiful  rains  in  the  interior  are  due  the 
production  of  this  supply  which  found  demand  in  the  local  market 
at  JiboutL 

The  heading  of  gold  ingots  under  the  free  exports  means  that  Gold  ingots, 
merchants  in  Abyssinia  choose  this  manner  of  disposing  of  their 
money  when  desiring  to  send  it  home. 

There  is  a  small  decrease  in  the  export  of  pearl  shells.    This  Pearl  shells, 
trade  varies  with  the  seasons  and  visits  of  Arab  and  Soudanese 
boatmen,  who  are  uncertain  in  their  selection  of  ports. 

The  figures  relating  to  cotton  piece-goods  (miscellaneous)  may  Cotton 
be  misleading  without  the  explanation  that  a  decrease  of  5,792  rs.  piece-^joods, 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  such  goods,  formerly  sent  from  Zaila  to  ^"celianeous. 
Jibouti,  now  go  there  from  Aden  direct 

Abyssinian  merchants  frequently  export  civet  as  an  easy  way  Civet, 
of  sending  their  money  to  the  coast.     This  is  exported  free.     The 
figures  show  an  increase  of  14,351  rs.  over  those  of  last  year. 

In  order  to  protect  the  game  of  the  country  a  high  duty  has  Game, 
recently  been  placed  on  the  export  of  animals,  trophy  skins,  and 
horns. 

The  coin  used  in  Zaila  is  the  Indian  rupee.    All  money  in  Coinage. 
Abyssinia  is  based  on  the  old  Maria  Theresa  dollar.     The  British 
dollar,  as  seen  in  the  East,  might  be  given  opportunity  to  establish 
itself  in  this  country. 

The  above  is  an  outline  of  the  aspect  of  the  country  and  the  GenenL 
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position  of  its  chief  articles  of  commerce,  sufficient  as  a  first  guide 
for  merchants  and  traders  attracted  to  this  coast  Abyssinia  is 
doubtless  a  country  full  of  interest  for  commercial  men,  and  the 
circumstances  of  Zaila  as  its  chief  British  port  are  closely  allied 
to  this  subject 
Populaiioi..  xhe  population  of  Zaila  varies,  according  to  the  seasons,  from 

3,000  to  7,000.    The  majority  of  inhabitants  are  Somalis.    The 
chief  traders  are  Indians.    The  smaller  dealers  Arabs  and  Jews. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ZAILA. 


15 


Table  A. — Statement  showing  Quantity  and  Value  of  Goods 
Imported  at  Zaila  during  the  Years  1898--1901. 


ArUctet. 

1896-M. 

1899-1900. 

1900-01. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bupees. 

Bupees. 

Rapese. 

Country  grey  ahlrt. 

. 

tag  ...        .«       ... 

Taids  ... 

89,640 

8,987 

4.728 

668 

87,640 

2.270 

American          fray 

BhirtiDff     

It        •• 

10,100,808 

14,37,267 

18,280,500 

19,40,678 

9,822,810 

18,98,668 

Bombay  jf  rey  shirOiiff 

„       ... 

... 

... 

«4,000 

'2.400 

... 

... 

miMelmaeoiie     ... 

... 

... 

».24.747 

... 

4,19,867 

... 

3.47,788 

European  white  long- 

elothaanddxill    ... 

Yards  ... 

401,688 

66,686 

406,784 

46,498 

248.294 

83.608 

Tnrkleh  red  cloth  ... 

Earthen  and  glaw- 

ware         

„       ... 

62,998 

12,686 

77,878 

14,209 

79.740 

9,698 

. 

... 

47,078 

... 

22,841 

... 

26,801 

Bioe 

Owes.    ... 

41,291 

^'l^'SS 

68,882 

8,43,284 

UJIOB 

8,46,678 

Jowarce       

}•          ••• 

81,886 

1,44.869 

28,413 

1,26,724 

18,194 

60,744 

Steel  and  iron 

„          ... 

289 

2,644 

... 

880 

4,106 

Spelter          

„           ... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

Dates 

»♦         ••• 

6,474 

86,820 

13;668 

64,277 

8,620 

4li888 

Flour 

„           ... 

1,769 

iWS* 

1,784 

12,741 

1,789 

12,336 

Sugar 

u         ••• 

2,676 

81,269 

2,919 

36.299 

2,868 

81,766 

Tobacco        

n         ••• 

788 

12,648 

601 

12,088 

686 

11.470 

Hiflcellaneoue  other 

•oru         

... 

... 

1,76.916 

... 

1,68,601 

,  ^ 

1,71,666 

Kerosene  oil ... 

Gases    ... 

1,282 

4.464 

862 

^491 

2,688 

10,762 

'6% 

OaUons... 
Dosen  ... 

258 
167 

\     8.489 

r          996 

\          604 

}     9.421 

f        986 

}     8,988 

WinesndU- 

1% 

GaUons... 

1,238 

L   81,022 

J      ... 

... 

... 

... 

quors 

Dosen  ... 

1,707 

1       ... 

... 

... 

•  M 

2% 

Gallons... 
Dosen  ... 

80 
69 

\     1,271 

/       1,706 
\          629 

}  22,184 

f    12,418 
\      1.239 

}   83,296 

Ohee ... 

Gwts.    ... 

84 

2,089 

86 

1,740 

.M 

Salt    ...       ...       ... 

It       ••• 

... 

... 

1,826 

1,838 

i;063 

1,064 

Lead 

II       •** 

... 

... 

267 

6,861 

686 

18,730 

... 

... 

16,204 

... 

9,666 

Silk     piece  •  goods, 

miicellaaeoiu      ... 

... 

... 

19.611 

... 

1,12*892 

... 

68,896 

Tanned  skta 

Sooras  ... 

... 

8,096 

376 

7,906 

674 

16,881 

Silk,  raw 

Lbe.     ... 

.M 

2,229 

9,610 

8,824 

16,446 

Camels         

Number 

1 

"'  60 

... 

1 

100 

Total  duty  paid 

tntde  ^       ... 

... 

... 

26,17,749 

... 

83,08,941 

... 

27,18,671 

Doty  f  ree— 

Cows 

Number 

84 

408 

••• 

... 

79 

948 

Bullocks   ...       ... 

t, 

1 

12 

18 

216 

... 

... 

Specie       ...       { 

DoUars... 

60,100 

90,160 

8,126 

4,297 

84.600 

1,16,187 

Bopeee... 

99,820 

99,820 

68,460 

68,460 

284,766 

2,84,766 

Jabad        

Lhi.     ... 

12 

1,800 

... 

... 

... 

Sheep  and  goat 

Number 

... 

... 

... 

2 

• 

Total    BOB-dafey 

paid  tmAe    .. 

... 

... 

1,92,190 

... 

72,968 

... 

8,61,906 

Onuid  total 

... 

28,00,989 

... 

84,71,904 

- 

80,70,677 

Statement  showing 

Quantity  and  Value  of  Inter-portal  Gkiods 

Imported  a 

t  Zaila  during  the  Yeart  1900-01. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bupees. 

Hidei 

•  •       •  • 

Score 

6 

829 

Ghee 

•  •       •  • 

Owts. 

65 

8,441 

Other  misoellaneotis    . . 

•  •       •• 

.  • 

•  • 

10,016 

Wans 

••       •• 

Lbs. 

105 

210 

Cotton  piece-goods,  mis< 

Mllaueous     • . 

•  • 

, . 

957 

Bioe       

• .         •  • 

Owts. 

12,576 

71,787 

Dates 

•  •         •  • 

»»            •• 

4,056 

19,668 

Sheep  and  goats 

.. 

Number    •• 

571 

1,718 

Tol 

Al(d 

utjpaidi 

md  refund 

•d) 

•  « 

•  • 

]08»071 
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Table  B. — Statement  showisg  Quantity  and  Value  of  Goods 
Exported  from  Zaila  during  the  Years  1898-1901. 


1898-99. 

1899-1900. 

1900-01. 

ArticlM. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bupeea. 

Bupeea. 

Bupeea. 

Coffee,  HaJTari 

Cwta.   .» 

28.078 

12,64,879 

22,918 

9,17,026 

28,789 

10,11,712 

„      Hatertii 

It       ••• 

11,965 

4,81.646 

768 

24,436 

1.990 

69,826 

Feathers,  ostrich 

LU.      ... 

860 

6,666 

838 

8,919 

406 

7,306 

Oum  arable      .^ 

Cwta.    ... 

262 

6,992 

1.028 

26,808 

768 

18,969 

Hides     

t,       ... 

264 

1 9,626 

869 

10,484 

274 

10,978 

Skins     

Soorea  ... 

88,228 

6,92,698 

86,781 

6,18,911 

86.168 

7,18,748 

Ivory      

Lbs.      ... 

68,112 

8,62,901 

79.814 

4,64,769 

89,601 

6,00,782 

Ohee      

Cwta,    ... 

618 

83,741 

862 

41,480 

1,087 

60,986 

Shells,  mother-of-pearl 

,1       ... 

772 

86.674 

1,489 

71.387 

1811 

62.946 

Warsa 

Lba.      .« 

8,948 

8,948 

10,817 

10.817 

8.188 

8,188 

Tallow 

Cwta.    ... 

86 

2.292 

76 

2.128 

88 

2,482 

Miscellaneoos      other 

•orts 

... 

... 

86,892 

... 

28.704 

17,601 

Beeswax          

CwU.    ... 

66 

8,168 

46 

2,064 

"628 

80,474 

Jabad(ciyet) 

Lba.      ... 

203 

87,679 

... 

,, 

Pearl      

Tola     ... 

46 

2,946 

1 

'4.'887 

"'  n 

2,760 

Charcoal          

Cwta.    ... 

... 

... 

1,096 

2,192 

10 

10 

Salt        

ti 

22,246 

22,247 

16,876 

16,994 

629* 

682 

Orain     

»»       ••• 

... 

... 

811 

4.868 

8,631 

18.168 

Earthenware 

... 

... 

167 

... 

European  white  long- 

doth  

Tarda  ... 

... 

... 

8.700 

826 

... 

Dates     ... 

Cwta.     .. 

... 

199 

1,111 

628 

2,'629 

Cotton     piece  -  goods, 

miacellaneous 

... 

... 

... 

... 

18.362 

... 

7,660 

American  grey  shirting 

Tarda  .« 

••• 

... 

126,700 

17, 106 

83,700 

12,260 

Sugar     

CwU.    ... 

... 

... 

68 

702 

868 

4,808 

Tobacco 

o^hon.;;: 

... 

... 

8 

126 

82 

1,319 

Wine  and  liquor 

... 

20 

49 

Kerosene  oil     

Caaea  ... 

... 

... 

100 

476 

"*60 

"200 

Horses 

Knmber 

10 

920 

7 

420 

8 

180 

Mules     

It 

20 

2,280 

11 

660 

10 

600 

Camels 

tt 

4 

200 

^ , 

Donkeys          

Bnllocks 

12 

180 

4 

""  60 

2 

""  24 

It 

96 

1.440 

144 

1.728 

91 

1,092 

Sheep  and  goata 

» 

2,618 

14.686 

4.141 

12,423 

4.298 

12,779 

Monkeys          

It 

2 

10 

... 

Dutiable  Shikari  game 

It 

... 

499 

••. 

2,192 

1V286 

i.*300 

Ostriches  (allTe) 

II 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

120 

Lions  (alive)    

i» 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

400 

Foxes     „        

I* 

... 

... 

... 

2 

80 

Leopard  (alive) 

11 

M. 

... 

... 

... 

1 

100 

Deer  (alive)      

11 

... 

... 

... 

... 

8 

76 

Total    duty    paid 

trade     ...       .. 

M. 

... 

29.89,242 

... 

22.96,264 

... 

26,81,697 

Duty  f re»— 

Bullocks 

Number 

8 

86 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Sheep  and  goata     ... 

«» 

2,286 

6.868 

... 

... 

Specie { 

Dollara... 

148,067 

2.14,686 

227,838 

8.l'2;680 

108,000 

1.4ii626 

Kupeea... 

84,634 

84.684 

229,401 

2.29.401 

165,133 

1.66,133 

Jabad  (civet) 

Lbs.     ... 

187 

20,680 

(0M.)248 

24,826 

1,420 

1,89,176 

Goldingota 

Tola     ... 

2,894 

67,466 

6,2761 

1,60,642 

11.868 

2.72.288 

Total    duty   free 

trade     

•- 

... 

8,84,019 

... 

7,17.448 

... 

7.08,222 

Gnnd  total 

... 

88,28,261 

... 

:  80,18,712 

... 

82,89,919 

*  Salt  exported  to  Berbera  and  Bulbar  is  included  In  the  list  of  interportal  cargo  attached. 
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Statement  showing  Quantity  and  Value  of  Inter-portal  Goods 
Exported  from  Zaila  to  Somali  Coast  (Berbera  and  Bulhar) 
daring  the  Years  1900-01. 


JMolm. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bupees. 

Hides » 

Owts. 

90 

225 

Skins 

Score 

148 

2,771 

Sarthenware    ••         ••         •«         •• 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

Bioe 

CwU. 

81 

486 

Jowane 

>t           •• 

685 

2,661 

Dates 

it           ** 

40 

188 

Other  miscellaneoiis 

•  • 

•  • 

8,745 

American  gre^  shirdng          •  •         • « 
European  white  longototh  and  drill  •  • 

Yards       •• 

22,500 

8,425 

n            •• 

4,400 

860 

Gotton  piece-goods,  miscellaneons     .  • 

•  • 

•  • 

11,772 

Tobacco 

Owts. 

28 

404 

Kerosene  oU 

GhdloiiB     .. 

168 

84 

Salt        

Owts. 

18,676 

18,607 

Hoar 

n             ** 

27 

180 

Sugar 

>i              •• 

4 

48 

Ostrich  feathers          

Lbs. 

11 

171 

Ghee 

Owts. 

8 

884 

Shibuis'kits 

Kumber    •• 

48 

48 

Sheep  and  goats          

24 

72 

Total  (duty  paid  and  refunded) 

•  • 

41,129 

Ihityfree— • 

Specie..        •«        

Bupees     •• 

•  • 

•  • 

2,067 

Orandtotal 

•  • 

48.196 

(»24) 
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Table  K — Showiko  the  Number  of  Steamers  which  have  called 
at  Zaila  during  the  Year  1900-01. 


DeMriptiim. 

Nomber  of 
TeMoli. 

BojallTsfj 

„    IndwlCamo       

TTnder  j^ritifh  ooloun 

„    French  oolonrs 

1 
1 

67 
6 

ToW       ..         ..        '.. 

65 

Table  E. — ^Fbeight  from  Aden  to'  Zaila. 


Bate- 

Article!. 

Bteamer. 

PountiT 
Craft. 

Bemarks. 

Bice,  iowaree,  flour,  fto. . . 
American  shirting           ••     ^  •• 
Country  grey  shirting     •  •         •  • 
Bnzopean  white  longdoth 
Tuikey-red 
European  white  dnll 

Specie        

.  Kerosene  oil         

Bs.    a. 
0      8 

0  12 

1  0 
1      0 
1      0 
1      0 
0      4 
0      8 

Bs.    a. 
0      6 
0      8 
0    12 
0    12 
0    12 
0.  12 
0      2 
9      2 

Per  baff  of  U  owts. 

Per  bale 
Per  case 
Per  case 
Per  case 
Per  100  rs. 
Per  oaae 

,. 

Freight  from  ZoUbl  to  Aden. 


Bate- 

Articles. 

Steamer. 

Country 
Craft. 

Bemarka. 

Coffee,  gum,  shells,  beeswax,  Ac. 

Goat  and  sheep-skina      ••         •• 

Hides        

Itotj,  specie,  gold,  ciyet .  • 

Bs.    a. 

0  10 

1  0 
1      0 
0      4 

Ba.    a. 
0      9 

0    12 
0    12 
0      2 

Per  bag  of  li  to  1}  owta.. 

Per  bale  of  10  score 
Per  bale  of  2  cwU. 
Per  100  rs.  in  ralue 
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Landing  Cargo. 


IVom— ' 

Artidef. 

Steamship 
to  Pier. 

Conntnr  Craft 
to^r. 

Bftmarksi 

Bioe,  jowaree,  floor,  fto.     •  • 
American  grej  shirting 
Country  grer  shirting         •• 
European  white  loDgdoth  •  • 

9Hirkish-red  doth    •  •         •  • 
Specie*  •        •  •        •  •        •  • 

Kerosene  oil 

Bs.    a.    p. 
0      2      0 
0      8      0 
0      4      0 
0      4      0 
0      4      0 
0      4      0 
10      0 

0      10 

Bs.  a.  p. 
0  0  9 
0  16 
0  2  0 
0  2  0 
0  2  0 
0  2  0 
0      8      0 

0      0      6 

Perbag.ofliowts. 

Per  bale 

Perbde 

Per  case 

Per  case 

Per  case 

Per  case  of  2,000  to 

8,000  rs. 
Per  esse 

Shipping  Caigo. 

Rfom— 

Articles. 

Pier  to 
Steam- 
ship. 

Her  to 

Coontry 

Craft. 

Bemarks. 

Coffee,  gum,  shells,  beeswax,  &c. 

Hides        ..   * 

Itoxj,  specie,  gold,  ciret.  • 

Annas. 
2 
8 
4 

4 

Annas. 

1 
1 
1 
2 

Per  baff  of  li  to  li  owtf. 
Per  UJe  of  10  score 
Per  bale  of  2  cwts. 
On  each  100  rs.  of  yalae 
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Table  6. — Statement  showing  Rates  of  Duty  Charged  at  Zaila. 


Articles. 


Imfobtb. 

SiUc  mods  and  miztares  of  the  same,  velvets 
and  tanned  skins 

Grej  shirtings,  European  white  longcloth 
and  drills,  Tarkev-red  cloth  and  miscel- 
laneoos  niece-goods  including  twist,  dyed 
and  woollen  goods    ..         ••         ••        •• 

Wine  and  liquor  for  Harrar 

Earthenware  and  glassware 

Other  miscellaueous,  vis. :  grain,  sugar,  iron- 
ware, metal- ware,  sino,lMd,  provisions,  &o. 

Wine  and  liquor  for  Zaila 

Animals,  vix. :  hones,  mules,  camels,  donkeys 

Specie  and  live-stock    • 


EZPOBIS. 

Coifee,  skins,  hides,  ivory,  gum,  shells  (mother- 
of-pearl),  feathers,  beeswax,  ghee,  woras, 
and  other  merchandise         ..         ••         •• 


Horses  and  mules 
Bullocks.. 
Camels    .. 
Donkeys  . . 
Goats  and  sheep.  • 
Specie,  civet,  gold 


Ad  valorem 


Pergailonof  6(f . 
Ad  valorem 


Bates  of 
Duty. 


Percent. 


2 
2 
8 

6 
2r8. 

6 
Free 


Ad  valorem 


Per  head 


Bs.  a. 
8    0 


Eree 


Bebbera  and  Bulhab. 
Mr.  Vioe-Consul  Cordeaux  reports  as  follows : — 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  trade  of  Berbera  Trade  and 
and  Bulhar  for  the  year  1900-1901,  as  compared  with  that  of  the  <»mme'o«- 
previous  year: — 


Value. 

1899-190a 

190(M)1. 

Decrease. 

Import         

Export 

Bupees. 
88,16,661 
28,71,962 

Bupees. 
28,88,776 
21,70,408 

Bupees. 
4,76,876 
7,01,669 

Total 

61^,618 

60,09,179 

11,7^,484 

The  trade  is  divided   into  (i)  import  and  export  duty-paid, 
and  (ii)  treasure  non-duty  paid. 
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22  BERBBRA  AND   BULBAR. 

(i)  The  value  of  duty-paid  trade  amounted  to : 


Value. 

Import  (5  pep  cent,  ad  valorem)  . . 
Export  (1        ..                „         ).. 

,,      (special  rates  on  cattle,  sheep  and 
other  animals)    ..         •» 

Rupees. 
27,94,508 
15,13,774 

3,10,155 

Total 

4fi,18,487 

(ii)  The  value  of  non-duty  paid  trade  (treasure)  is : — 

Value. 

Import        

Export        

Rupees. 

4i,268 

3,46,474 

Total 

8,90,742 

The     cash    receipts    on  account    of    customs    amount    to 
1,84,242  rs.,  as  against  2,04,175  rs.  of  the  previous  year,  showing 
a  decrease  of  19,933  rs. 
Details  of  It  will  be    seen  from   the    accompanying   tables   that   the 

import.  principal  decrease  is  in  cotton  piece-goods  and  food -grains. 

The  following  table  shows  the  decrease  in  value  of  cotton 
piece-goods : — 


European  white  longdoth 
American  grey  shirting 
Country  grey  shirting .  • 
Other  piece-goods 


Average  for 
Last  8  Years. 


Rupees. 

1,00,877 

5,68,956 

968 

17,937 


1900-01. 


Decrease. 


Rupees. 

Per  cent. 

91,282 

9-56 

3,30,517 

41-9 

833 

65*42 

14,469 

19-33 

The  decrease  is  to  be  attributed  generally  to  the  tem- 
porary cessation  of  trade  with  the  Ogaden,  caused  by  the 
rebel  Mullah's  activity  in  that  country  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  year.  The  popular  American  grey  shirting,  thus  deprived  of 
its  principal  market,  experienced  a  remarkable  fall  Tho  large 
decrease  in  country  grey  shirting  ia  as  much  due  to  natural 
causes  as  to  the  low  state  of  trade.  It  has  been  steadily  declining 
for  some  years  past,  and  will  probably  before  long  disappear  from 
the  market. 

The  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  food-grains  imported  is 
equally  relnarkable,  and  is  due  both  'to  the  dislocation  of  trade 
with  the  hinterland  and  also  to  less  demand  for  local  consumption 
in  the  Protectorate.  The  ample  rainfall  and  abundant  p^ture 
has  enabled  the  Somalis  to  live  on  the  produce  of  their  cattle  and 
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sheep,  and  there  has  been  in  consequence  little  demand  for  im- 
ported food-grains. 

Eice  shows  a  decrease  of  36,200  cwts.  and  93,889  rs.  in  value  Bim. 
at  Berbera,  and  of  44,471  cwts.  and  227,972  rs.  in  value  at 
Bulhar. 

Jowari  similarly  shows  a  decrease  of  389  cwts.  and  401  rs.  in  Jowari. 
the  imports  at  Berbera,  whilst  at  Bulhar  there  is  an  increase  of 
209  rs.  in  value  and  a  decrease  of  366  cwts.  in  quantity,  due  to 
the  dififerent  varieties  and  rates  prevailing. 

Large  quantities  of   other  kinds  of  grain  were   brought   to  ^^^^  .^i^^^* 
Berbera  and  Bulhar  for  consumption  by  the  Arab  and  Indian      ^^"^* 
population.    At  the  former  port  336  cwts.  more  than  the  previous 
year  were  imported,  giving  an  increase  in  value  of  2,506  rs. ;  at 
the  latter  there  is  an  increase  of  89  cwts.  and  649  rs.  in  value. 

Flour,  of  which  the  consumption  is  confined  to  the  alien  Flour, 
population,  shows  an  increase  of  100  cwts.  and  4,664  rs.  in  value 
at  Berbera,  At  Bulhar  there  was  an  increase  of  475  rs.  in  value, 
though  the  quantity  was  less  by  232  cwts.  This  is  due  to  less 
demand  in  Harrar  and  better  quality  imported  for  local 
consumption. 

There  was  a  large  increase  of  dates  at  Berbera  of  29,697  cwts.  Dates, 
and  2,16,878  rs.  in  value.  Owing  to  good  cereal  crops  in  India 
and  Yemen  there  was  little  demand  for  dates  in  those  countries. 
There  was  in  consequence  a  large  quantity  available  for  import  at 
Berbera  where  the  market  was  good.  Bulhar  shows  a  decrease  of 
8,787  cwts.  and  42,176  rs.  value  owing  to  the  want  of  direct 
importation  from  Aden,  but  the  deficiency  was  more  than  covered 
by  shipments  from  Berbera. 

The  reasons  given  for  the  increase  of  flour  imported  at  oneSugip. 
port  and  decrease  at  the  other  are  equally  applicable  to  sugar. 
At  Berbera  the  quantity  rose  by  717  cwts.  and  11,005  rs.  value,  ' 
and  at  Bulhar  fell  by  198  cwta  and  1,377  rs.  value. 

An  increase  of  29  cwts.  and  a  decrease  of  907  rs.  value  in  Tobacco, 
tobacco  at  Berbera  was  due  to  the  larger  consumption  of  an  inferior 
quality,  and  the  decrease  at  Bulhar  of  46  cwts.  apd  330  rs.  value 
is  due  to  less  demand  from  Harrar. 

The  gradual  substitution  of  kerosene  oil  as  an  illuminant  for  Kero««Ji«  oU. 
gingelly  oil  accounts  for  the  larger  import  at  Berbera  by  3,912 
gallons,  or  an  increase  of  1,901  rs.  in  value.    At  Bulhar  the  un- 
favourable condition  of  trade  with  Harrar  caused  a  decrease  of 
2,618  gallons  and  522  rs.  value. 

There  being  fewer  skins  and  hides  to  salt,  there  was  less  Salt, 
demand  for  salt  at  Berbera,  and  thus  the  quantity  decreased  by 
6,800  cwts.  and  10,571  rs.  in  value.  At  Bulhar,  95  cwts.  more 
and  2,153  rs.  less  in  value  were  imported.  The  difference  in 
quantity  and  value  is  due  to  the  varying  prices  during  the  two 
years. 

At  Bulhar  the  increase  in  wines  is  insignificant,  whilst   at  Wines. 
Berbera,  though  the  extra  quantity  was  139  gallons,  yet  the  value 
was  less  by  195  rs. 

There  was  a  decrease  of   27  gallons  and  398  rs.  value  in  Spirituoui 
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ICalt  liquors. 


Mu- 
Mllftneous. 


Details  of 

export. 

Charcoal. 


Coffee,  eleuL 


Saffron. 


spirituous  liquors  at  Berbera.  Both  quantity  and  value  increased 
by  11  gallons  and  114  rs.  value  at  Bulbar. 

The  importation  of  malt  liquors  at  Berbera  declined  by 
12  gallons  and  46  rs.  value,  and  increased  at  Bulbar  by  4  gallons 
and  14  rs. 

There  is  a  decrease  of  4,871  rs.  under  the  heading  of  mis- 
cellaneous at  Berbera.  The  increase  of  3,669  rs.  at  Bulbar 
is  mainly  due  to  the  superior  quality  of  wood  imported  for 
building  purposes. 

Though  at  Berbera  the  value  of  charcoal  was  less  by  185  rs., 
the  quantity  was  greater  by  1,204  cwts.,  which  must  be  attributed 
to  the  varying  rates  during  the  two  yesurs.  A  demand  from  Aden 
and  Jibouti  increased  the  Bulbar  trade  in  this  article  by  802  cwts. 
and  527  rs.  value. 

A  low  market  rate  of  clean  cofiTee  reduced  shipments  at  both 
ports  to  the  following  extent : — 


Prom— 

Quantity. 

Talue. 

Berbera 

Bulbar       

Cwts. 

76 

119 

Rupees. 

170 
1,686 

For  the  same  reason  the  export  of  saffron  (Waras)  declined :— * 

At- 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Berbera 

Bulbar        

Lbs. 

86 

1,822 

Bupees. 

179 
2,644 

GhuDB  and 


Fibre. 


Hides. 


The  large  decrease  in  gums  and  resins,  at  Berbera  by 
2,052  cwts.  and  45,477  rs.  value  and  at  Bulbar  by  3,076  cwts.  and 
73,276  rs.  value,  is  owing  to  the  stoppage  of  trade  with  the 
Ogaden  country. 

There  is  a  decrease  of  fibre  at  Berbera  of  283  cwts.  and  2,924  rs. 
value,  due  to  low  market  prices.  There  is  an  insignificant  increase 
at  Bulbar. 

Both'ports  show  a  decrease  of  hides  as  follows : — 


Port. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Berbera 

Bulbar        ••         ••         •• 

Number. 
649 
176 

Bupees. 

1,647 

626 

Skins.  The  following  table  shows  the  decrease  of  skins  per  centum 

on  an  average  of  the  last  three  years : — 
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Port 

Areraxe  for 

last  three 

Years. 

1900-1901. 

Decrease. 

Berbera         

Bulhsr          

Bapees. 
9,07,8^ 
6,49,573 

Bupeefl. 
5,45,994  . 
5,12,860 

Per  cent. 
89-86 
21  04 

This  heavy  decrease  is  due  to  the  same  causes  as  noted  with 
respect  to  the  diminished  importation  of  cotton  piece-goods, 
namely,  the  disturbed  state  of  the  Ogaden  country. 

At  Berbera  the  amount  of  ivory  exported  was  23  lbs.  more 
than  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  value,  owing  to  the  different 
qualities  and  rates,  was  less  by  24  rs.  At  Bulbar  there  was  a 
decrease  of  239  lbs.  and  1,921  rs.  value,  on  account  of  less 
imports  from  Harrar  and  the  Ogaden. 

The  production  of  ghee  (clarified  butter)  was  greater  owing  to 
abuhdant  rains  and  plentiful  pasture.  Berbera  exported  210  cwts. 
and  10,969  rs.  value,  and  Bulbar  803  cwts.  and  41,797  rs.  value 
more  than  last  year. 

No  mother-of-pearl  shells  were  exported  from  Bulbar,  but 
from  Berbera  the  export  was  90  cwts.  more  in  weight  and  4,325  rs. 
value. 

The  difference  in  tallow  is  insignificant,  being  at  Berbera  2  cwts. 
and  28  rs.  value  increase,  and  at  Bulbar  I  cwt.  and  13  rs.  less  in 
value. 

There  is  a  decrease  in  ostrich  feathers  of  1,145  lbs.  and 
23,021  rs.  value  at  Berbera,  and  an  increase  of  49  lbs.  and 
1,296  rs.  value  at  Bulbar.  The  decrease  is  due  to  a  diminution 
in  the  number  of  caravans  from  the  Ogaden,  and  the  increase  is 
owing  to  importations  from  Harrar. 

The  increase  in  miscellaneous  of  2,214  rs.  in  value  at  Berbera 
is  due  to  the  exportation  to  foreign  ports  of  iiii  ported  articles. 
The  enhanced  duty  on  the  export  of  horns  caused  a  decrease  at 
Bulbar  of  2,168  rs. 

At  Berbera  the  number  of  sheep  and  goats  exported  decreased 
by  2,399  and  the  value  by  11,995  rs.  The  decrease  is  due  to  a 
favourable  season  of  good  rains  and  abundant  pasture,  the 
Somalis  preferring  to  keep  their  animals  to  graze  and  milk  rather 
than  sell  them.  A  greater  demand  from  Jibouti  resulted  in  the 
export  from  Bulbar  of  1,927  more  sheep  and  goats  than  in  the 
previous  year  and  the  value  consequently  increased  by  9,635  rs. 

At  both  ports  there  was  a  slight  decrease  in  cattle,  at  Berbera 
by  23  in  number  and  690  rs.  value  and  at  Bulbar  by  10  in 
number  and  300  rs.  value.  The  decrease  is  due  to  a  fall  in  the 
demand  from  Aden  emd  the  prevalence  of  cattle  sickness  durmg 
certain  periods  of  the  year. 

The  silting  up  round  the  Shaab  Pier  owing  to  the  sand  blown 

in  by  the  south-west  monsoon,  alluded  to  in  last  year's  report, 

is  increasing  slowly  but  surely,  and  it  will  soon  be  impossible  for 

coasting  steamers  to  come  alongside  at  all.     This  will  cause  con- 

(924)  c 
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siderable  inconvenience  in  the  landing  of  Groverntnent  stores  and 
the  shipping  of  live-stock,  which  has  hitherto  been  carried  out 
from  the  Shaab  Pier.  Nothing  but  thorough  and  constant  dredg- 
ing can  remedy  this  evil,  but  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the 
results  would  justify  the  heavy  expenditure  which  such  an 
operation  would  involve.  There  is  still  ample  water  in  mid- 
harbour,  affording  excellent  anchorage  for  ocean-going  steamers. 

A  detailed  statement  showing  the  number,  tonnage,  and 
nationality  of  sailing  vessels  and  steamers  which  entered  and 
cleared  at  Berbera  and  Bulbar  during  the  year  is  appended. 
At  both  ports  a  greater  number  of  sailing  vessels  entered  the 
harbour  than  in  the  previous  year  and  their  tonnage  was  1,286 
tons  more.  The  number  of  steamers  decreased  by  35.  The. 
Perim  Coal  Company's  steamers  have  ceased  visiting  the  coast, 
the  Koyal  Indian  Marine  vessels  touched  at  Berbera  but  five 
times  in  the  year,  and  no  British  men-of-war  called  at  either 
Berbera  and  Bulbar. 
Genenl  It  is  as  unpleasant  as  it  is  rare  to  have  to  record  a  decrease 

7«marks.  j^  fj^Q  value  of  the  trade  of  this  district  amounting  to  over  11  lacs 
of  rupees  (or  78,500i.  odd),  or  something  like  13  J  per  cent,  on  the 
average  of  the  last  three  years.  This  sudden  check  in  the  steady 
advance  of  trade  must  be  attributed  to  two  causes,  both  of  which 
may  fortunately  be  considered  only  of  a  temporary  nature,  and 
which  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  re-act  favourably  on  the 
trade  of  future  years.  The  presence  of  the  rebel  MuUcdi  in  the 
Ogaden  country  rendered  it  necessary,  for  political  reasons,  to 
suspend  all  trade  between  our  ports  and  that  country.  Thus,  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  one  of  our  most  valuable  markets 
has  been  closed  to  our  traders.  There  are  good  grounds  for  suppos- 
ing that  for  this  reason  and  the  absence  of  other  outlets  there  are 
considerable  accumulations  of  trade  commodities  in  that  country, 
and  that  on  the  final  suppression  of  the  Mullah  and  the  restora- 
tion of  order  these  products  will  find  their  way  rapidly  into  our 
ports,  there  to  be  exchanged  for  rice,  dates,  cloth  and  other 
^    necessaries,  the  want  of  which  must  soon  be  seriously  felt. 

Again,  the  abundance  of  rain  and  good  grazing  which  this 
district  has  enjoyed  last  season,  though  adversely  affecting  trade 
for  the  time  being,  must  inevitably  tell  favourably  in  the  long  run. 
The  Somalis  being  enabled  to  live  on  their  live-stock  and  its 
produce  are  for  the  time  independent  of  rice  and  other  provisions. 
But  at  the  same  time  their  stock  is  increasing,  and  the  surplus 
which  they  find  themselves  unable  to  maintain  in  dry  seasons 
when  grazing  is  scarce  must  sooner  or  later  be  exchanged  for 
imported  provisions  and  other  necessaries.  It  may  not,  therefore, 
be  unreasonable  to  predict  a  return  to  normal  figures  next  year. 

It  has  again  to  l^e  recorded  that  the  bulk  of  the  trade  of  this 
district  is  in  the  hands  of  American  firms  having  their  business 
centres  in  Aden.  They  practically  monopolise  the  whole  of 
the  skin  trade  and  import  the  greater  portion  of  the  cotton 
piece-goods.  A  few  British  firms  have  furnished  samples  of  tbeir 
manufactures,  but  these  do  not  compare  favourably  either  in  price 
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or  quality  with  the  popular  American  grey  shirting  which  is  still 
without  a  rival 

Table  A. — Statement  showing  Quantity  and  Value  of  Trade 
Imported  at  Berbera  during  the  last  Three  Years,  ending 
March  31,  1901. 


Artidea. 

1898-99. 

1899-1900. 

1900-01. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.     Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bupees. 

Bapees. 

Rupees. 

Bwopean  white  long- 

1 

clotb 

Yards  ... 

858,267 

67,612 

800.226  1       65.709 

290,776 

55,276 

American  grey  shirting 

It       ••• 

2,818,882 

8,62,671 

1,792,108      2,64,728 

988,588 

1,60.266 

Country  gnj  ihlrtlng 

P.2™  ::: 

651 

51 

3,846  '            410 

2,214 

SOS 

88,063 

82,838 

30,763         71,072 

62.629 

90,543 

Other  country  piece- 

goodi  .••       

... 

10,924 

8,200 

... 

7.953 

BiSe       ...       ^       ... 

Cwts.    ... 

188,158 

11,55,036 

218,540     12,03,655 

182,340 

11,09,766 

Jovari  ...       ..•       ... 

t»       ••• 

10,672 

44,356 

2,909         11,789 

2,520 

11,888 

Other  kinda  of  pieoe- 

ffoode  •..       It* 

»»       ••• 

696 

8,768 

452           2,865 

788 

5,371 

Flour     

ft       ... 

2.496 

17,245 

2,971         19,763 

3,071 

24,427 

Dates     

»»       ••• 

52,649 

2,96,149 

93,220  >    4,04,961 

122,917 

6,21,839 

Sugar     

n         ••• 

8,714 

39,720 

3,800  1       38,632 

4,517 

49,637 

Tobaooo  

606 

10,556 

898  1         9,060 

427 

8,153 

Wines    

QaUooa... 

74 

1,105 

186 

1,840 

297 

1,645 

Liquors 

Malt  liquors    

♦1     ••• 

272 

2,779 

219 

2,082 

192 

1,684 

68 

259 

84 

299 

72 

252 

Salt        

Cwts.    ... 

5,786 

8.608 

7,863 

11,369 

1,063 

798 

Kerosene  oil    

GaUons... 

17,452 

7,664 

11,456 

5,828 

15,368 

7.729 

Uisoellaiieoas  .^ 

... 

... 

1,08,788 

... 

94,359 

■  M 

89,486 

Total     .^       .. 

22.04.123 

22,16,612 

... 

22,86,517 

Treasure          ...       ^ 

D^an!!: 

... 

49,266 
213 

6i678 

1,82.670 
14,191 

2i600 

29,843 
5,425 

Orand  total     ... 

... 

22,53,602 

... 

24,13.473 

... 

22,71,785 

Table  B. — Statement  showing  Quantity  and  Value  of  Trade 
Imported  at  Bulhar  during  the  last  Three  Years,  ending 
March  31, 1901. 


1898-99. 

1899-1900. 

1900-01. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bupees. 

Bupees. 

Bupees. 

European  white  long- 

cloth  

Yards  ... 

159,066 

30,690 

229,160 

42,790 

184,118 

35,957 

American  grey  shirting 

„       ... 

1,641.290 

2,62,527 

1,364,591 

2,00,010 

1,187,010 

1,80,251 

Country  grey  shirting 

tOn  ::: 

860 

30 

3268 

863 

216 

80 

Couhtry  piece-goods  ... 

24,558 

63,538 

26,797 

70,677 

22,999 

65,651 

Other  country  pieoe- 

goods - 

... 

... 

4.394 

... 

7,655 

... 

6.516 

Bice       ...       .^       ... 

Cwts.    ... 

37,445 

2,29,874 

68,920 

3,76,970 

24,449 

1,48,998 

Jowari 

12,956 

63,805 

1,896 

6,063 

1,080 

f'?i; 

Other  kinds  of  grain... 

79 

558 

78 

519 

167 

1,159 

Flour     

1,195 

8,829 

1,581 

10,819 

1,349 

10,794 

Dates     ...       

2,567 

13,697 

12,062 

60,415 

8,277 

18,239 

Sugar     

Tobaooo  

, 

1.228 

13,253 

1,270 

13.546 

1.072 

12,169 

974 

16,609 

712 

12.062 

666 

11,732 

Wines    

... 

... 

... 

.•• 

... 

3 

Liquors 

Malt  liquors     

Salt        

OaUont... 

... 

••• 

... 

4 

11 

118 

C^   Z 

8)307 

5i962 

8.888 

6i8S7 

4 
3.983 

14 
3,684 

Kerosene  oO     

Gallons... 

20,224 

11,137 

15,040 

7,520 

12,424 

6,996 

MisceUaneous 

... 

... 

61,566 

... 

65,787 

... 

59,406 

Total  ...       ... 

... 

7,65,864 

... 

8,70.478 

... 

*'*I'SJi 

Treasure          ...       •[ 

Bupees... 
noUars... 

... 

20,000 

•*. 

81,700 

... 

9,000 

Grand  total  ... 

... 

7,85,864 

... 

9.02,178 

... 

6.66,991 
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Table  C. — Statement  showing  Quantity  and  Value  of  Trade 
Exported  from  Berbera  during  the  last  Three  Years, 
ending  March  31, 1901. 


Arddei. 

18M-99. 

1899-1900. 

1900-01. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Hones 

Number 

14 

880 

8 

800 

8 

800 

Other  kinds  of  animals 

62 

1,510 

28 

986 

10 

270 

Charcoal          

C^.    ... 

4,100 

8,264 

3,018 

6,026 

4,217 

6,841 

Cofftoe,  dean    

lii.  ::: 

72 

2,888 

75 

3,010 

... 

Waras    

1,988 

8,976 

861 

1,722 

776 

1,552 

Onm  and  resin 

Cwts.    ... 

6,085 

1,21,708 

5,510 

1,40,084 

3,458 

94,607 

Fibres 

„        ... 

979 

10,855 

721 

7,6»6 

488 

4,722 

Hides     

Number 

2,155 

6,486 

1,609 

4,8-27 

1,060 

8,180 

Skins      

... 

1,029,478 

10,64,119 

909,143 

9,82,087 

645,994 

6,67,027 

IVOTT       

Lbs.      ... 

207 

1,508 

151 

786 

174 

761 

Ohee      

Cwts.    ... 

S65 

18,850 

115 

6,004 

825 

16,964 

Shells,  mother-of-pearl 

„        ... 

18 

756 

21 

988 

111 

6,318 

TftDow 

,, 

116 

2,844 

28 

670 

80 

598 

Ostrich  feathers 

Lbs.      ... 

2,898 

60,568 

2,486 

54,284 

1,341 

81,218 

IDtoeUaneoQS 

... 

12,997 

15,573 

... 

17,7«7 

Sheep  and  goats 

Number 

87,020 

2,85,100 

58,448 

2,67,216 

61,044 

2,56,220 

,,       ... 

1,772 

58,160 

1,140 

84,200 

1,117 

88,610 

Camels 

If       ••• 

145 

5,800 

14 

660 

4 

160 

Total      

... 

16,60,658 

... 

14,77,317 

... 

10,89,626 

Treasure          ...       i 

Rupees... 
DoUars... 

li590 

1,74,650 
8,879 

i.'soo 

8,61,081 
8,825 

i;4oo 

832,499 
2,975 

Grand  total      ... 

... 

18.88,682 

18,82,178 

... 

18,74,999 

Table  D. — Statement  showing  Quantity  and  Value  of  Trade 
Exported  from  Bulbar  during  the  last  Three  Years,  ending 
March  31,  1901. 


1898-99. 

1899-1900. 

1900-01. 

ArUcles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Horses 

Number 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

„ 

Other  kinds  of  animals 

... 

7 

260 

4 

80 

Charcoal         

Cwts.    ... 

269 

618 

481 

817 

1,288 

1,344 

Coffee,  clean 

,,       ... 

2,117 

84,720 

671 

23.280 

452 

21,696 

Waras 

Lbs.      ... 

4,910 

9,819 

2,614 

5.228 

1,292 

2,584 

Gum  and  resin 

Cwts.    ... 

2,650 

62,194 

6,272 

1,88,722 

2,196 

60,446 

Fibre     

»» 

7 

74 

1 

12 

8 

86 

Hides     

Number 

479 

1,437 

2,967 

8,871 

2,782 

8,846 

Skins 

722,520 

7,85,952 

721,512 

7,37,594 

612,860 

5,32.129 

Irarj     

Lbs.      ... 

890 

6,412 

887 

7,100 

648 

6,179 

Ohee      

Cwts.    ... 

884 

44,480 

772 

40,169 

1,676 

81,956 

Shells,  mother-of-pearl 

Lbf.      ... 

20 

9 

... 

.•• 

... 

Tallow 

Cwts.    ... 

19 

881 

4 

78 

8 

60 

Ostrich  feathers 

Lbs.      ... 

1,886 

36,421 

2,066 

46,462 

2,104 

46,748 

Miscellaneous 

... 

... 

2,710 

... 

4,784 

... 

2.616 

8heep  and  goats 

Nnmber 

9,428 
167 

47.115 
6,010 

2,826 
10 

11,680 
300 

4.268 

21,265 

Camels ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total      

... 

10,87,611 

10,19,102 

7,84,404 

Treasure          ...        <[ 

Rupees... 
DolUrs... 

... 

26,600 

... 

20,687 

... 

11,000 

Grand  total      ... 

1  10,64,111 

... 

10,89,789 

... 

7.96,404 
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Return  of  Shipping  at  Berbera  and  Bulbar  during  the  Year 

1900-01. 

Entered. 


1 

Sailing.                      Steam. 

Total. 

Matiooality.               Ports. 

Namber '                   Number 

of      .  Tonnage.        of 
Vessels,  i                   Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tonnate. 

BrlMsli  ...       ...        <,  B„jh,p      ... 

TurWsh Berbera     ... 

._.                            (    Berbera     ... 
Aran      ...       ...       <<  ,  uoiimy 

ir,.n«h                       /  •  Berbera     ... 
j-rencn -^^  Bnlhar 

i*..iun                        /    Berbera     ... 
Itelian   ...       ...        1    B^har      ... 

H.M.'s  Indian  Marina...   Berbera     ... 

217 
268 
6 
801 
762 
11 

"l5 

4 

2,812            78 

2,778    ,        62 

881     1        ... 

1\l^  1    ::: 

1,097     1         2 
1 
870 
86 

6 

28,608 
6,682 
... 

"800 
160 

'2^100 

290 
806 

6 

801 

762 

18 

1 
16 

4 

6 

26,416 

8,810 

881 

13,119 

8,828 

1.897 

160 

870 

86 

2J00 

Total        

„    for  189»-1900i 

2,068    ,     28,916    ,      188 
1,884    1     27,829     |      168 

81,686 
66,488 

2.201 
2,002 

60,600 
88,117 

Increaae    or    de-  j 
ersaaa    ^       ...| 

+   284 

+  1,286       -   86 

-28,808 

+    199 

-  22,817 

Cleared. 


Ports. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 
Number  i 

TotaL 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tonnace. 

of 

Toonage, 

of 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British 

{ 

Berbera     ... 

206 

2,688 

78 

28,608 

278 

26,292 

Bulhar      ... 

262 

2,766 

62 

6,682 

804 

8,296 

Turkish «.       ... 

Berbera     ... 

4 

801 

4 

801 

Arab      ... 

/ 

Berbera     ... 

791 

18,004 

... 

... 

791 

18,004 

Bulhar      ... 

764 

8,276 

... 

... 

764 

8,276 

French  ... 

' 

Berbera     ... 

11 

1,097 

S 

800 

18 

1.897 

Bulhar      ... 

... 

••• 

1 

160 

1 

160 

Italian 

' 

Berbera     ... 
Bulhar 

16 

4 

870 
86 

!m 

16 

4 

870 
86 

H.M.*8  Indian  Marl 

^e... 

Berbera    ... 

6 

2,100 

6 

2,100 

Total 

2,086 

28,688 

188 

81,686 

2,169 

60,278 

„     fbr  1899- 

-1900 
de- 

1,796 

27,182 

168 

66,488 

1,964 

82,620 

Increase    or 

crease    ... 

+   240 

•1-  !,466 

-   86 

-  28,808 

+   206 

-22,847 

(924) 
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Report  on  the   Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Comnna  for  the  Tear  1901 

By  Mb.  Consul  Talbot. 

(Beceired  at  Foreign  Office,  ICarcli  81, 1902.) 

During  the  year  1901  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Comnna  General 
have  not  shown  any  increased  activity,  in  fact  they  may  be  pro-  pemark*. 
nounced  as  having  been  dull.    But   though  the  commerce  of  Trade  and 
Corunna  at  the  present  time  and  during  the  last  few  years  has  J?^®"^ 
diminished  to  a  great  extent,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  that  of  most 
persons  conversant  with  the  subject,  if  the  plans  now  in  con- 
templation and  almost  ready  for  execution  are  carried  out,  and     .      ^^-^ 
Corunna  is  made  the  shipping  port  for  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  if "Jforunna 
provinces  of  Galicia  and  Leon,  as  it  should  be,  there  is  a  great  made  mineral 
future  before  it,  and  it  will  in  course  of  time  perhaps  become  a  sWppingport. 
rival  to  Bilbao,  and  the  chief  mineral  port  in  the  north  of  Spain, 
and  be  of  more  importance  than  it  has  ever  been,  commercially 
speaking. 

As  will  be  gathered  from  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Guyatt's  very  full  Mineral 
report,  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  country  in  the  Incio  district  ^ealtb 
and  round  Lugo  is  enormous,  and  the  quality  of  the  iron  ore  is  |^lJ|°^^„^ 
very  good,  and,  I  am  given  to  understand,  even  better  than  that  Lugo, 
which  has  been  worked  hitherto  at  Bilbao,  in  fact  it  is  said  to 
be  the  same  vein  running  along  parallel  to  the  sea  coast,  but  of 
better  quality,  and  Corimna  is  the  natural  port  for  its  exporta- 
tion. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  a  British  firm  have  made  Azraogementa 
arrangements  with  the  owners  of  a  mine  close  to  Monforte  tomadeby 
ship  from  thia  port  as  much  iron  ore  as  can  be  sent  down  to  it  as  ?"  u**^  *™* 
soon  as  the  necessary  rails  have  been  laid  from  the  existing  main  minenl  from 
line  railway  to  the  wharves.    The  Government  are  only  waiting  Corunna. 
for  some  signs  of  a  lonA  fide  shipping  trade  to  expedite  the 
junction  of  the  wharves  and  railway.    I  trust  that  this  is  the 
commencement  of  the  future  prosperity  of  Corunna  as  an  impor- 
tant mineral  shipping  port. 

Imports  into  Corunna  during  1901  show  an  increase  of  14,496/.,  importo, 
as  compared  with  1900,  due  to  the  increase  in  the  impoilation  of  u**''**^  ">' 
coal,  all  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  which  shows  an 
(37)  A  2 
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increjwe  of  16,321  tons  and  of  22,118/.  in  value  in  favour  of  the 
former  year,  and  of  salt-fish,  showing  an  increase  of  866  tons  and 
19,907i.  value,  and  also  of  maize,  which  shows  an  increase  of 
1,927  tons  and  of  8,587/.  in  value,  owing  to  the  inferior  harvest 
of  the  previous  j'ear.    All  other  articles  show  a  decrease. 

The  considerable  increase  in  coal  is  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  in  the  year  1900  coal  merchants  were  afraid  to 
purchase  British  coal  on  account  of  the  high  prices  ruling  and  the 
continual  rise  till  the  end  of  the  year.  As  soon  as  prices  became 
moi'e  moderate  many  cargoes  were  ordered  out,  the  gas  and 
electric  companies  and  other  smaller  works  taking  large  quantities, 
the  North  Western  Eailway  Company  alone  taking  over  9,000 
ton& 

Of  the  total  of  185  tons  of  chemical  products,  91  tons  were 
imported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  44  tons  from  France,  and  28 
tons  from  Germany. 

The  machinery  imported  from  Germany  was  131  tons ;  Belgium, 
76  tons ;  and  the  United  Kingdom,  64  tons. 

In  metals  395  tons  were  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
294  tons  from  Germany,  96  tons  from  France,  78  tons  from  Belgium, 
and  21  tons  from  Austria-Hungary. 

Of  the  225  tons  of  tin-plates  imported  218  tons  cfune  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  7  tons  from  BelgiuuL 

Of  cast-iron  27  tons  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  20  tons 
from  France,  16  tons  from  Belgiiun,  and  14  tons  from  Germany. 

Of  wrought-iron  260  tons  were  imported  from  (Jermany,  148 
tons  from  the  United  Kingdom,  62  tons  from  Belgium,  and  58 
tons  from  IBYance. 

1,768  tons  of  Portland  cement  came  from  Belgium,  466  tons 
from  France,  and  142  tons  from  Germany,  but  none  from  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Of  timl^r  Sweden  supplied  3,975  tons ;  United  States,  1,453 
tons ;  and  Grermany,  22  tons. 

1,155  tons  of  salt-fish  were  imported  from  Xorway,  34  tons 
from  France,  and  13  tons  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Of  maize  the  United  States  supplied  1,908  tons;  and  the 
Argentine  Republic,  111  tons. 

All  the  petroleum  imported  into  Corunna  came  from  the 
United  Sutes  of  America. 

The  export  trade  shows  a  decrease  in  1901  of  13,965/., 
as  compared  with  1900,  and  this  is  chiefly  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  falling-off  in  a  great  degree  of  the  demand  for  agri- 
cultural and  other  produce  of  this  province  in  the  Antilles, 
owing  to  the  competition  of  the  United  States  in  these  articles 
which  it  is  impossible  to  fight  against  from  this  distance,  the 
United  States  being  in  a  so  much  more  favourable  geographical 
position. 

The  following  returns  of  exports  since  the  year  1895  will 
sliow  how  great  the  decrease  has  been,  and  the  sudden  drop  in  the 
figures  of  the  year  1898,  the  year  of  the  Spanish- American  War, 
will  bear  out  the  remarks  I  have  made : — 
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1895 
1806 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 


I 


£ 

194,601 

197,715 

185,061 

88,816 

83,534 

70,697 

56,682 


The  articles  wliich  show  an  increase  are  onions,  805  tons  and 
2,898f.  in  value ;  potatoes,  350  tons  and  957Z.  in  value ;  122  tons 
increase  in  sardine  oil  and  1,5082.  in  value.  Wine  shows  an 
increase  of  52,303  litres  and  522^  in  value.  Kuts  and  chestnuts 
show  a  very  small  increase,  but  all  other  articles  show  a  decrease. 

The  chief  part  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  table  of  exports  Countriei  to 
were  shipped  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  but  of  the  total  amount  of  whioh 
234  tons  of  tinned  provisions  exported,  139  tons  were  shipped  to  "^^^PP^^- 
the  Philippine  Islands ;  of  the  196  tons  of  sardine  oil  shipped,  180 
tons  were  exported  to  Germany ;  all  the  bones  went  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  lobsters  to  France. 

The  exchange  for  cheques  on  London  during  last  year  oscillated  Exchange, 
between  33  pesetas  65  c.  to  11.  sterling  the  lowest,  and  36  pesetas 
7  C.  the  highest  point  reached,  the  former  in  January  and  the 
latter  in  September. 

The  following  are  the  averages  for  each  month : —  ATeragos  for 

. . each  month. 


Month. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May.. 

June 

July.. 

Augoflt 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Arerage  Bate  of 

Exchange. 


Pesetas  c. 

34  12 

84  52 

84  20 

84  88 

84  48 

85  5 

84  92 
30  17 

85  84 
85  85 
85  57 
84  13 


The  average  exchange  for  the  whole  year  being  34  pesetas  Average  for 
84  c.  y*'- 

During  the  year  1901,  81  British  steamers  measuring  190,750  Shipping, 
tons  register,  amongst  which  are  included  the  cable  ships  "  Mirror  "  British, 
and  "  Amber,"  and  three  sailing  vessels  of  277  tons  entered  this 
port,  as  compared  with  70  steamers  of  178,870  tons  in  the  previous 
year,  showing  an  increase  of  11  steamers  and  11,880  tons.  The 
same  number  of  sailing  vessels  entered  with  an  increase  of  5  tons 
in  favour  of  1901.  The  total  number  of  crews  on  steamers  ^^nd 
(37)  A  3 
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sailing  vessels  entei^  amount  to  7,202.  All  the  above-mentioned 
steamers  entered  with  cargoes,  and  72  steamers,  measuring 
185,232  tons,  cleared  with  cargoes  and  nine  of  5,518  tons  in 
ballast,  and  two  sailing  vessels  of  178  tons  total  measurement 
clenred  with  cargoes,  83  vessels  in  alL 

In  the  direct  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  colonies, 
52  steamers  entered  with  cargoes  of  133,056  tons  and  one  sailing 
vessel  of  79  tons,  and  aggregate  number  of  crews,  5,126 ;  18  vessels 
cleared  direct,  17  steamers  of  43,181  tons  and  one  sailing  vessel  of 
79  tons,  crews  numbering  1,543. 

In  the  indirect  trade,  29  British  steamers  entered,  of  57,694 
tons,  and  two  sailing  vessels,  of  198  tons,  and  crews  numbering 
2,065  and  11  respectively ;  65  vessels  of  147,668  aggn^te  tonnage 
cleared  to  foreign  countries,  viz.,  55  steamers  of  142,051  tons  with 
cargoes ;  nine  of  5,518  tons  in  ballast,  and  One  sailing  vessel  of 
99  tons  with  cargo.  The  crews  of  the  steamers  numbering  5,648, 
and  of  the  sailing  vessel  six. 

During  the  year  1901,  704  Spanish  steamers  of  577,005  tons 
and  334  sailing  vessels  of  11,739  tons,  or  a  total  of  1,038  vessels 
measuring  588,744  tons  entered  this  port  France  follows  with 
41  steamers  of  86,366  tons,  and  44  sailing  vessels  of  2,154  tons, 
or  85  vessels  showing  a  total  tonnage  of  88,520  tons.  Germany  comes 
next  with  59  steamers,  measuring  137,352  tons,  and  no  sailing 
vessels.  Norway  and  Sweden  follow  with  20  steamers  of  12,662 
tons,  and  four  sailing  vessels  of  2,314  tons,  or  a  total  of  24  vessels 
and  14,976  tons.  Other  countries  show  a  total  of  eight  steamers 
of  5,778  tons  and  seven  sailing  vessels  of  2,463  tons. 

The  total  shipping,  exclusive  of  British,  during  1901  amounted 
to  832  steamers  of  819,163  tons  and  389  sailing  vessels  of  18,670 
tons,  showing  a  total  of  1,221  vessels  and  837,833  total  tonnage. 
These  figures  show  an  increase  of  31  vessels  and  of  53,582  tons 
as  compared  with  1900. 

The  total  figures  of  all  shipping  at  the  port  during  1901  show 
913  steamers,  measuring  1,009,913  tons,  and  392  sailing  vessels 
of  18,947  tons,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  1,028,860  tons,  or 
an  increase  of  75  steamers,  and  a  decrease  of  three  sailing  vessels, 
but  an  increase  of  65,467  total  tons  as  compared  with  1900. 

The  agents  here  of  the  Soyal  Mail  Steamship  Company  have 
received  notice  that  the  steamers  of  that  company  will  cease 
calling  at  Corunna  on  their  outward  voyages.  The  steamship 
lines,  therefore,  whose  steamers  will  call  here  in  the  South 
American  passenger  ti*ade  are  the  following : — 

The  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  from  Liverpool,  bi- 
monthly. 

The  North  German  Uoyd  from  Bremen,  calling  at  Southamp- 
ton, monthly. 

The  Messageries  Maritimes  from  Bordeaux,  monthly. 
The  Hamburg  South  American    Steamship    Company  from 
Hamburg,  bi-monthly. 

The  Pacific  Company's  steamers  also  call  once  a  month  on  the 
homeward  voyaga 
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The  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  are  building   four  New  fteamen 
steamers  of  about  6,000  tons  capacity  each  for  the  local  traffic  building  by 
of  the  west  coast  of  South  America.    These  vessels  will  h*ve  ^.•^jj*^"* 
nearly  double  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  last  built.    A  much  co^Kj" 
larger  steamer  of  8,000   to  9,000  tons  is  being  built  for  the 
Liverpool-Valparaiso  trade. 

Comparing  the  results  of  the  harvest  of  1901  with  those  of  Agrionltim. 
former  years,  it  may  be  estimated  that  wheat  was  an  average; 
17^7  good ;  maize,  nearly  average ;  beans,  average ;  and  chick  peas 
below  average. 

Under  excellent  auspices  as  regards  the  state  .of  the  land  and  OnltiTBtiQii  of 
atmosphere,  the  sowing  of  wheat  and  rye  took  place,  but  in  some  ^^®**  *°* 
districts  the  cultivation  of  both  classes  was  restricted  on  account  ^^' 
of  the  increased  importance  given  to  the  growing  of  forage  for  the 
rearing  of  cattle. 

The  frequent  rains  and  low  temperature  of  the  first  months, 
prejudiced  somewhat  the  growth  of  the  young  crops,  but  during 
April  and  May  the  weather  improved  considerably,  and  during 
June  slight  rains  of  short  duration  succeeded,  with  moderately 
iprarm  temperature  which  proved  beneficial,  so  that  the  grain 
improved  greatly  in  size  and  quality  in  July,  and  the  harvest 
was  gathered  at  the  end  of  that  month. 

La  spite  of  the  harvest  of  com  not  giving  very  good  results 
it  appeared  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  province,  especially  as 
some  quantity  of  flour  was  imported  from  Castile  as  hitherto, 
but  arriving  in  less  quantities  now  that  there  is  no  exportation 
to  the  AntUles.  Maize  and  chick  peas  were  sown  imder  good  ^u<«  and 
conditions  and  promised  well,  but  the  dry  weather  in  July  did^'^'^P®"* 
not  suit  these  crops  and  the  hoped-for  results  were  not  obtained, 
as  in  a  great  part  of  the  province  the  cob  was  scarcely  formed 
enough  to  prove  sufficient  as  provender  for  the  cattle,  though 
a  fair  amount  was  collected  in  some  parts.  Therefore,  con- 
siderable quantities  had  to  be  imported  from  the  United  States, 
Morocco,  and  Argentina,  especially  as  the  price  of  cattle  having 
risen  the  maize  was  wanted  for  fattening  purposes. 

The  average  production  per  acre  in  bushels,  for  the  different  Ayenge 
kinds  of  cereals,  beans,  and  peas  are  as  follows : — ^Wheat,  8*80 ;  pwdnction. 
rye,  9-08  ;  maize,  1264;  beans,  1228 ;  and  chick  peas,  2*27. 

The  total  production  in  bushels,  in  the  province,  during  1901  Totol 
is:— Wheat,  2,207,245;  rye,  1,491,312;  maize,  4,243,222;  beans,  P'«*"<»*^'^- 
10,935 ;  chick  peas,  416,345.    Barley  and  oats  are  only  grown  as 
fodder  for  cattle. 

The  results  as  compared  with  1900  show  a  decrease  of  237,420  Comparatire 
bushels  in  wheat,  919,600  in  maize,  and  6,451  in  chick  peas,  "•^l<»- 
but  rye  shows  an  increase  of    133,186  bushels  and  beans  of 
1,540  bushels. 

The  total  extent  of  land  under  vine  culture  in  the  province  Vine  oultuw. 
amounted  to  about  2,010  acres  in  1901,  and  the  total  production  Total 
of  must  was  482,416  gallons,  or  an  average  of  240  gallons  per  P»^<*«>n  of 
acre.    This  shows  a  falling-off  of  63,426  gallons  in  total  production,  ™ 
and  of  35  gallons  per  acre  as  compared  with  1900.    The  price 
(37)  A  4 
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per  gallon  at  the  time  of  the  vint€^e  averaged  89  c.  (6^d,  at  the 
present  rate  of  exchange). 

The  industry  of  vine  culture  in  this  province  is  gradually 
decreasing,  and  the  population  being  considerable  there  is  never 
a  sufficient  supply  of  wine  for  their  consumption,  and  even  those 
who  do  not  dispose  of  it  consume  the  wine  produced,  two  or  three 
months  after  the  vintage.  The  consequence  is  that  even  in  the 
wine  districts  wine  has  to  be  imported  in  considerable  quantities 
and  at  enhanced  prices,  from  the  provinces  of  Leon,  Zamora,  and 
Ribero,  &c. 

According  to  regulations  issued  by  the  Spanish  Government, 
establishments  are  being  formed  in  the  provinces  for  experi- 
menting and  teaching  agriculture  and  cattle-breeding  in  a  prac- 
tical manner,  under  the  tuition  of  competent  professors. 

Besides  the  experimental  farm  already  kept  up  by  the  State 
outside  Corunna,  it  is  proposed  to  establish  a  dairy  farm  for  the 
production  of  butter,  cheese,  and  sterilised  and  condensed  milk. 

An  interesting  law  relating  to  agricultural  syndicates  is  now 
before  the  Cortes,  the  promulgation  of  which  is  being  waited  for 
with  much  anxiety  amongst  agriculturists. 

Undoubtedly  the  mining  industry,  is  not  only  the  most 
important  at  this  present  time,  but  is  the  great  feature  and  the 
great  industry  of  the  future,  in  these  north-western  provinces  of 
Spain.  The  metal  exists  in  viist  quantities  and  of  undeniable 
quality,  representing  enormous  wealth,  which  is  only  waiting  to 
be  worked,  and  for  capitalists  with  sufficient  enterprise  to  do  so. 
These  capitalists  are  being  chiefly  found  amongst  foreign  nations, 
notably  Americans,  Germans,  and  Belgians.  They  are  alive  to 
the  situation,  are  forming  syndicates,  and  making  claims  in  all 
directions. 

The  Lugo  International  Mining  Syndicate  composed  of  British 
and  Spanish  capitalists,  have  sold  one  of  theii  mines  for  the  sum 
of  10,000Z. 

The  sugar  industry  in  these  provinces  has  not  fulfilled  the 
expectations  which  were  originally  entertained,  for  the  same 
reasons  as  were  fully  explained  in  my  report  for  the  year 
1900,  chiefly  on  account  of  over-production.  The  output  has 
therefore  been  reduced  by  mutual  consent  at  the  different 
factories,  and  the  establishments  also  reduced.  This  action  on  the 
part  of  manufacturers  has  kept  up  the  prices  of  sugar  to  much  the 
same  figure  as  prevailed  last  year. 

It  appears  that  in  18  sugar  factories  working  in  the  comitry 
the  quantity  of  the  beetroot  received  in  them  was  less  in  the 
1900-01  season  by  about  114,730  tons,  and  the  sugar  produced 
shows  a  falling-off  of  4,500  tons. 

The  fishing  trade  is  one  of  the  most  important  carried  on  in 
Corunna  at  the  present  time,  giving  more  employment  than  any 
other  single  trade. 

There  are  now  existing  in  and  about  Corunna  18  establish- 
ments for  the  salting  of  sardines,  each  employing  25  to  30  women 
and  10  men,  or  a  total  of  450  to  540  of  the  former,  and  180  of  the 
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atter.  There  are  also  nine  establishments  for  cleaning,  drying, 
and  dressing  sardines  before  being  put  in  pickle,  these  employing 
20  to  25  women  each,  and  three  men,  which  represents  180  to  225 
women,  and  27  men.  And  for  packing  these  fish  to  send  ofif  to 
the  interior  of  the  Peninsula  and  for  exportation  there  are  five 
manufactories  for  making  wooden  boxes,  one  for  making  tin-plate 
cases,  and  three  for  manufacturing  artificial  ice. 

Fur  the  sardine  fishery  there  are  61  fishing  boats  registered  Number  of 
in  the  port,  and  three  small   steamers  for  catching  sea  bream,  ?^^*"  ^^ 
cod,  and  conger  eel.     Besides  these,  some  20  to  30  steamers  of  employed, 
about  the  same  tonnage  arrive  every  September  from  Vigo,  and 
remain  till  the  middle  of  January  for  the  sea  bream  fishing  in 
these  waters. 

The  61  fishing  boats  each  carry  a  crew  of  13  men,  or  a  total  Crews, 
of  793  men,  and  the  small  steamers  18  men  each,  or  a  total  of  54 
men  in  the  three  registered  here,  and  those  coming  from  Vigo 
employ  360  to  540  men. 

The  sardine  fishery  in  1901  was  not  considered  successful,  but  Sardine 
the  number  Ciiught  amounted  to  about  233,700,000,  representing  fishing  not 
11,685,000  kilos.  (10,953  tons  English),  valued  at  1,668,900  pesetas  «"^««»»^^- 
(47,902Z.  at  the  average  rate  of  exchange  for  the  year). 

Some    880,000    sea    bream     were     caught,    weighing'  about  Quantity  and 
660,000  kilos.  (640  tons),  22,227/.  in  value.  ^"bre  m 

The  result  of  the  cod  fishing  was  much  below  the  average  of  *^   '^*™' 
other  years. 

The  fresh  sardines  sent  to  the  interior  provinces  are  packed  Sardines, 
in  wooden  boxes  with  a   little  salt  and   some   ice.      This   is   a  ™^?  ®^ 
very  large  and  important  branch  of  the  industry,  and  I  regret  ^^  ^^' 
I  cannot  obtain  any  reliable  statistics  as  to  quantities  and  price, 
but  I  understand  that  some  40  tons  of  various  fish,  more  or  less, 
are  sent  daily  from  Corunna  to  the  interior  by  rail.     Some  con- 
siderable quantities  of  fresh  sardines,  packed  in  the  same  manner, 
are  sent  to  France,  and  also  cod  and  sea  bream,  but  these  latter 
only  to  the  interior. 

The  sardine  fishery  is  carried  on  by  means  of  nets,  called  Sardines, 
"  cercos  de  jareta,"  and  the  fish  are  caught  after  large  quantities  "i*^j^. 
have  been  collected  together  by  using  the  roe  of  the  cod,  salted,  °       *°^* 
which  is  imported  from  Norway  in  barrels,  1,500  to  2,000  being 
used  by  each  steamer  during  the  fishing  season,  which  represents" 
a  value  of  200,000  to  250,000  pesetas  (5,740/.  to  7,175Z.)  in  bait 
alone. 

The  sea  bream  are  caught  by  means  of  long  lines,  to  which  Sea  bream 
great  numbers  of  hooks  are  attached  baited  with  pickled  mackerel,  ^•^'^K- 
the  scarcity  of  this  bait  last  year  causing  the  price  to  rise  to  an 
abnormal  height. 

The  merluza,  or  species  of  cod,  is  fished  for  in  the  same  manner, 
sardines  and  cuttle-fish  being  used  as  bait. 

As  the  result  of  inquiries  made  in  the  autumn  of  1901,  it  PicUed 
-was  found  that  there  is  a  good  market  for  the  sale  of  pickled  °^^*'®^ 
mackerel,  at  remunerative  prices,  both   here  and  at  the  other 
ports  on  this  coast,  not  so  much  for  consumption,  but  as  bait 
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for  sea  bream,  the  fishing  for  which  is  a  very  important 
industry  in  all  the  north-western  coasts  of  Spain,  and  large 
quantities  are  daily  sent  to  the  Madrid  market.  Just  at  the 
time  these  inqidries  were  being  made  there  was  no  supply 
of  pickled  mackerel  for  bait,  a  very  high  price  woidd  have  been 
paid,  and  there  was  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the  opening  of  a 
good  and  steady  business.  This  bait  is  used  in  considerable 
quantities  at  all  the  ports  on  these  north-west  coasts  during  the 
fishing  season  for  sea  bream,  viz.,  end  of  September  to  middle  of 
February.  A  supply  will  be  required  next  autumn,  and  there 
will  be  an  opening  for  any  British  firms  dealing  in  this  article, 
as  the  President  of  the  Fisheries  Board  here  has  stated  to  me 
that  a  remunerative  business  can  be  done,  provided,  of  course, 
that  the  pickled  mackerel  supplied  are  suitable  and  of  good 
quality.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  procure  any  further  informa- 
tion required,  and  to  assist  in  every  way  firms  who  may  entertain 
the  idea  of  this  business. 

Although  the  want  of  railway  communication  is  acknowledged 
and  felt  in  these  provinces,  very  little  has  been  done  to  alleviate 
it.  For  instance,  an  important  railway  like  the  Ferrol-Betangos, 
commenced  in  1897,  and  is  only  50  kiloms.  (about  31  miles) 
in  length,  has  made  very  little  progress,  and  from  all  appearances 
will  not  be  completed  for  some  time  to  come. 

A  short  mineral  railway  of  32  kiloms.  in  length  from  Villaodrid, 
an  important  mining  centre  in  the  province  of  Lugo,  to  the  port  of 
Eibadeo,  approaches  completion,  and,  it  is  expected,  will  be  opened 
for  traffic  at  the  end  of  this  year. 

There  are  several  light  railways  projected  from  the  mining 
districts  of  the  interior  to  the  sea  coast,  but  these  are  at  present 
only  mere  projects,  thought  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
provinces,  these  projects  will  take  a  more  substantial  form  in  the 
near  future. 

The  large  number  of  persons  emigrating  to  Cuba  and  South 
America  remarked  upon  in  the  year  1900  was  continued  in 
1901. 

The  following  steamship  companies  carried  approximately  the 
undermentioned  number  of  passengers  (emigrants) : — 


Number. 

Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company 

BoyalMail 

North  Qerman  Lloyd        

Hamburg  South  American  Line  .  • 
Mestageries  Maritimes 

1,104 
470 
739 

1,253 
419 

Total        

3,986 

To  Cuba.  The  emigrants  to  Cuba  number  7,983,  making  a  total  of  11,968 

in  all. 

The  last  four  months  of  the  year  are  those  in  which  the  great 
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rush  of  emigration  takes  place,  and  many  emigrants  for  Cuba  are  shut 
out  to  wait  the  next  chance  of  getting  away.  This  opportunity  of 
shipping  emigrant  passengers  was  pointed  out  to  a  firm  of  British 
shipowners,  who,  however,  could  not  avail  themselves  of  it,  and 
the  North  German  Lloyd  Company  cut  in  and  filled  their  steamers 
which  were  fitted  up  purposely  to  carry  them. 

The  harbour  works  have  made  considerable  progress  during  the  Harbour 
past  year.    The  elevator  has  been  doing  good  work,  and  nearly  works, 
the  whole  of  the  space  between  the  quay  wall  and  the  old  walls  is 
now  filled  in  with  earth  on  the  south  side.    A  slip  has  also  been 
constructed  on  that  side  for  the  repairing  of  fishing  boats,  &c. 

The  sanitary  state  of  animals  was  on  the  whole  good  during  The  sanitary 
the  year  1901.    The  only  district  at  all  tainted  was  that  of  Gijon,  ^^  o' 
and  that  only  quite  at  the  end  of  December,  with  foot-and-mouth  *"^™**^ 
disease  not  of  a  very  virulent  character. 

Public  health  has  been   normal  and  no  epidemics  occurred  Public  healtb. 
during  the  year. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Corunna  during 

the  Year  1901. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaHtj. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    •• 
Spanish  ..         •• 
f  rench    • «         • « 
German  .. 
Swedish  .. 
Other  countries . . 

8 

334 

4A 

4 

7 

277 

Xl,739 

2,154 

2,314 
2,463 

81 
704 
41 
59 
20 
8 

190,760 
577,005 

86,366 
137,352 

12,662 
5,778 

84 
1,088 
85 
59 
24 
15 

191,027 
588,744 

88,520 
137,352 

14.976 
8,241 

Total 
„    1900.. 

392 
396 

18,947 
19,024 

918 
888 

1,009,913 
944^369 

1,305 
1,238 

1,028,860 
963,398 
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OORUNNA. 


-Ekturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Corunna 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


1901. 

1900. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Cattle 

Head     .. 

700 

7,740 

768 

8,850 

Onions        .  •         • . 

Tons      .. 

2,066 

7,488 

1,261 

4,640 

Potatoes     •• 

99                  •  • 

414 

1,182 

64 

175 

Beans 

II                  •  • 

96 

998 

6 

52 

Ghtflio 

11                  •  • 

28 

822 

40 

660 

Chestnuts  •• 

II                  •  • 

248 

1,868 

282 

1,625 

Nuts 

l>                  •  • 

99 

1,237 

86 

450 

Ham  and  bacon    . . 

II                   *  * 

58 

8,480 

96 

5,760 

Butter  and  lard    .. 

»                  •  • 

29 

1,740 

48 

2,880 

Tinned  proTisions.. 

n            •• 

284 

14,949 

427 

27,750 

Chocolate  .. 

11            •  • 

89 

4,084 

46 

4,740 

Vermicelli.. 

II             *  * 

25 

615 

98 

2,020 

Sardines  (packed)  •• 

II            •  • 

18 

226 

•  • 

, , 

MetaU 

11            •  • 

85 

1,062 

180 

2,260 

Glass 

»            •  • 

•  • 

, , 

95 

980 

Sardine  oil .  • 

II            •• 

196 

2,423 

74 

915 

Bones 

II            '  * 

71 

284 

•  • 

•  • 

Mineral  waters      •  • 

Litres    •• 

2.660 

68 

9,287 

220 

Cider  and  beer 

II        •• 

53,287 

980 

81,509 

1,440 

Wine 

II        •  • 

201,521 

2.012 

149.218 

1,490 

Lobsters     .  •         • . 

Number.  • 

12,200 

1,368 

13,959 

1,560 

Other  articles 

Tons      •• 
•  • 

149 

2,821 

150 

2,840 

Total  •• 

•  • 

56,682 

•  • 

70,597 

NOTB. — ^For  the  puiposes  of  comparison,  the  above  figures  for  exports  and 
imports  in  Annex  B  have  oeen  calculated  at  par;  but,  if  the  calculations  had  been 
made  at  the  average  rate  of  exchange  for  the  two  years,  via.,  32  *68  pesetas  for  1900 
and  84*84  pesetas  for  1901,  the  total  amount  of  exports  for  1900  would  be  54,178^., 
and  for  1901,  40,687/. ;  also,  the  imports  for  1900  would  amount  to  187,887/.,  and 
for  1901, 185,688/. 
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E£T0BN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Coronna  during  the 
Tears  1901-1900. 


1901. 

1900. 

Artddes. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Qnantitj. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Coal 

Tons      .. 

23,638 

83,086 

7,812 

10,968 

Drugs,  chemical  pro- 

ducts      •  • 

>i          •• 

186 

8,272 

176 

8,112 

Baw  bides  •• 

i»          •• 

539 

40,800 

725 

44,950 

Machinery  . . 

>»          •• 

808 

11,401 

362 

13,400 

Metal 

>»          •  • 

916 

28,676 

1,668 

46,890 

Tin-plate    .. 

»i          •• 

226 

14,760 

•  • 

,, 

Marble        .. 

»          •  • 

272 

967 

267 

960 

Stone  for  building.  • 

«          •• 

197 

394 

•  • 

•  • 

Oast  iron    • . 

»          •  • 

80 

416 

•  • 

•  • 

Wrought  iron 

II          •• 

668 

9,068 

•  • 

., 

Cement 

II          •• 

2,376 

6,178 

8,822 

9,940 

Timber 

M                  •• 

6,464 

12,084, 

7,166 

16,760 

Porcelain  and  glass 

II                 •• 

47 

847 

187 

2,470 

Paper 

l>                 •• 

29 

1,829 

89 

2,460 

Baw  cotton. . 

»                  •• 

260 

8,841 

867 

12,140 

Textiles      .• 

II                  •• 

17 

6,451 

37 

14,100 

Starch 

II                  •• 

174 

^,»91 

57 

980 

Salt  fish      .. 

II                  •• 

1,204 

27,677 

338 

7,770 

MaiEC 

II                 •• 

2,019 

8,997 

92 

410 

Suzar 

II                  •  • 

8 

136 

5 

85 

Coffee 

II                 •• 

.  129 

7,998 

170 

10,640 

Cocoa          .  •         • . 

11                  •• 

233 

14,218 

280 

17,080 

Spirits         •  •         •  • 

Litres    .. 

1,963 

29 

1,838 

20 

Petroleum  .. 

II        •  • 

1,239,392 

6,148 

1,786,683 

8,610 

Oil  of  all  classes    .. 

i»        •• 

94,109 

2,088 

101,818 

2,258 

Other  articles 

Tons      .. 

•  • 

466 

9,883 

810 

19,310 

Total   .. 

•  • 

258,699 

•  • 

244^208 
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FERROL. 


Ferrol. 


Imports. 


Exports. 

Crops. 

Mining. 


Bailwajs. 


Public  health 


Sanitary 
state. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Anton  reports  as  follows : — 

The  total  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  into  this  port  from 
foreign  countries  during  the  year  1901,  show  a  considerable  in« 
crease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  diflTerence  being 
respectively  8,796  tons  and  12,922i  This  increase  was  mainly 
due  to  the  larger  importation  of  coals,  cement,  cereals,  machinery, 
and  timber. 

The  imports  direct  from  the  United  Kingdom  greatly  contri- 
buted towards  this  increase,  with  an  excess  of  over  8,000  tons 
and  7,600/.  in  favour  of  1901. 

The  quantity  of  coals  imported  exceeded  by  8,100  tons  that  of 
1900. 

The  import  of  iron  and  steel  also  increased  considerably. 

The  imports  from  France  and  the  United  States  also  increased^ 
while  those  from  Germany  and  Belgium  experienced  a  decrease. 

The  exports  to  foreign  countries  in  the  year  1901  compare  very 
unfavourably  with  those  of  previous  years,  and  were  limited  to 
10  tons  of  old  brass  and  copper,  valued  at  66/. 

The  local  crops,  though  rather  fair  on  the  whole,  were  in- 
sufficient for  the  consumption  of  the  district,  and  in  consequence 
large  quantities  of  wheat  and  maize  wei'e  imported  from  abroad. 

Very  little,  if  any,  work  was  carried  on  during  the  year  in  the 
mines,  the  Hispuno-Belge  Company  which  owns  them  having 
gone  into  liquidation,  and  no  mineral  was  exported  during  the 
year.  Several  new  concessions,  however,  have  been  granted,  and 
small  works  of  exploration  are  continually  being  carried  out 
throughout  the  district.  The  want  of  roads  and  railways  is  a 
great  drawback,  which  greatly  interferes  with  the  development 
of  mining  in  the  region. 

Rather  more  activity  was  displayed  on  the  works  of  the 
branch  railway  line  from  Ferrol  to  Betanzos,  but  there  remains 
yet  much  to  be  done.  The  construction  of  the  various  iron 
bridges  has  not  yet  commenced,  and  as  it  will  take  fully  a  year  to 
build  them,  it  is  to  be  conjectured  that  a  long  time  will  yet  elapse 
before  the  train  can  run  between  the  two  towns.  Surveys  are 
said  to  have  been  made  along  the  coast  for  the  projected  line  from 
Ferrol  to  Gijon,  via  Vivero,  Ortegueira,  &c. 

The  public  health  has  been  quite  satisfactory  in  this  district 
during  the  year. 

>lo  cases  of  cattle  disease  have  occurred. 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  1 
of     : 

YesseU.  | 

1 

1 

186 

1 

1 

./  1 

Tons. 

72 

8,816 

160 

278 

128 

Number 

of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

10,788 
176,069 

1,678 

1,420 

602 

Number 

of 
Yesseli. 

Tons. 

Britiih    .. 

Swedish  .  • 
Bussian  ,. 
Dutch     .. 

11 
243 

"2 

1 
2 

12 

378 
1 
3 
2 
2 

10,810 

188,376 

160 

1,846 

1,648 

602 

Total 

„    1900.. 

189    1 
128    1 

8,084 
6,708 

269 
288 

189,292 
184,420 

898 

364 

198,226 
191,128 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  Ferrol  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

United  Kingdom 
France  •• 
United  States  .  • 
Belgium 
Other  countries 

£ 
66 

•  • 

•• 

£ 
2,800 

.  • 

100 
1,880 

£ 

18,420 

16,180 

19,300 

2,770 

3,480 

£ 

10,786 
9,686 

19,260 
4,343 
2,106 

Total     .. 

66 

8,780 

69,100 

46,178 
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FERROL. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Ferrol  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coal  and  coke  •  • 

Cement 

Cereals 

Cotton  (raw)    •  • 
Iron  and  steel  .  • 
Machinery 

Metals 

Faint 

Tar  and  pitch  . . 

Timber 

Other  articles  •• 

Tons. 

11,000 

721 

528 

336 

324 

151 

14 

16 

52 

640 

65 

£ 

18,200 

11,400 

2,100 

15,800 

8,420 

6,800 

2,760 

480 

190 

2,860 

1,600 

Tons. 

2,980 

526 

165 

400 

846 

56 

18 

20 

19 

838 

127 

£ 

8,900 

8,705 

660 

18,600 

8,460  • 

2,808 

3,000 

665 

65 

1,635 

8,180 

Total     .. 

13,741 

59,100 

4,945                46,178 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Ferrol  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 
Quantity.    1       Value. 

Old  iron  and  metals    . . 
Minerals 

Tons. 
10 

•  • 

£ 

Tons.        j           £ 
735           1        3,630 
60                     100 

Total     .. 

10 

65 

795          ,       3,730 

Gijox. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Lovelace  reports  as  follows  : — 
Import*.  Imports  for  1901  amounted  to  713,217i  against  613,352/.  in 

the  preceding  year,  showing  an  increase  of  99,865/.,  which  is  due 
to  larger  importation  of  many  articles,  among  which  the  most 
important  are  wo<jd,  iron  and  metal  work,  cereals  and  super- 
phosphates, oils,  and  coflfee.  The  briskness  of  trade  generally  and 
the  establishment  of  new  industries  has  been  the  cause  of  this 
increase  in  imports. 
Careuls.  The  most  important  item  in  the  list  of  imports,  as  regards 

value,  is  cereals,  60  per  cent,  of  which  was  imported  from  the 
United  States,  the  greater  part  coming  by  way  of  Liverpool  A 
very  small  quantity  of  grain  came  from  the  Black  Sea  and 
Danubian  ports,  whence  in  former  years  came  the  bulk  of  this^ 
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product.    Turkey  and  the  Argentine  Eepublic  were  the  largest 
competitors  of  the  United  States  for  this  article. 

The  following  table  sets  forth  the  position  during  the  last  three  Machinery, 
years  of    the  several  countries  competing    for  the    supply  of 
machinery  in  Asturias : — 


1899.              1              1900. 

1 

1901. 

Country. 

^"•^       eoX. 

^-1-     [cXe, 

Value. 

Per- 
centage. 

United  Kingdom 
Belg:ium  . . 
France     . . 
Germany. . 
United  States     .. 

£  ■  1          ;      £ 

88,868       22  '43          78,812 

122,172       70-52          87,928 

7,389         4-26     .        6,206 

4,586     .     2-65     1      47,560 

246     ;     0-14            6,148 

83  16  65,767 
89  -76     !      52,620 

2-81  !  26,900 
21-50          66,563 

2-79     i      12,760 

29-28 
23-44 
11-98 
29-68 
6-67 

Total 

178,260     1       ..           221,154 

'    224,690 

" 

Germany  has  taken  the  foremost  place  in  the  supply  of 
machinery,  having  increased  the  amount  of  its  imports  by  19,003/. 
over  1900,  while  there  has  been  a  falling-ofif  of  7,555/.  in  the 
amount  from  the  United  Kingdom.  France  has  increased  its 
amount  by  20,694/. 

The  position  held  by  the  United  Kingdom  is  not  satisfactorj',  I>elay  in 
and  is  in  a  great  measure  due,  apart  from  the  fact  that  British  ^^^^^j^'J  ^^ 
machinery  is  the  most  costly,  to  the  length  of  time  demanded  for  ™*^  ^^^^'T- 
delivery  of  orders.     An  instance  niay  here  be  given  wliere  tenders 
were  recently  called  for  to  supply  an  80-ton  crane  for  the  new 
harbour  works  at  the  port  of  Musel,  when  some  British  firms  pro- 
posed delivery  in  nine  months,  and  one  firm  in  12  months,  while 
a  French  house  guaranteed  delivery  in  six  months,  and  obtained 
the  order  in  consequence. 

There  are  many  instances  of  a  similar  character,  which  militate 
against  British  machinery  being  favoured,  and  if  manufacturers 
desire  even  to  retain  the  position  they  now  hold,  they  must 
endeavour  to  give  quicker  and  cheaper  delivery,  and  bring  their 
catalogues  up  to  date  by  changing  the  antiquated  system  of 
weights  and  measures,  thereby  making  them  inteUigible  to 
foreigners. 

The  importation  of  iron  and  metal  work  in  1899-1901  was  as  Iron  and 
follows  : —  metal  work. 


(37) 
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GIJON. 


Iron  and  Metal  Work  Imported. 


1899. 


1900. 


1901. 


Country. 


Valu6. 


I     Per- 

I centage. 


Value. 


I     Per- 
I  oentage. 


Value. 


Per- 

: centage. 


United  Kingdom  16,724  43*15  15,918  i  38 -44 

Belgium..          ...  18.884  35-82  9.450  i  22*82 

France     ..          ..  3.781  '     9  76  2,S98  ,     7  00 

Germany..          ..  4,006  10-34  11,823  '  28-54 

Other  countriee..  362  0  93  1,344  I     3*20 


£ 

19,274 
4,204 
4,353 

23,334 
2,817 


1  35-70 
■  7-79 
I  8-07 
43-22 
*     5-22 


Total 


38,757 


41,433 


53,982 


The  above,  while  showing  an  increase  of  3,356/.  over  the  pre- 
cedinf]j  year's  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  is  not  so  satis- 
factory as  might  be  desired,  for  v^^hile  the  positions  of  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Germany  in  1900  were  38"44  and  28*54  per  cent., 
they  changed  last  year  to  3570  and  43*22  per  cent,  respectively. 

The  larger  increase  in  these  articles  from  Germany  is  accounted 
for  by  the  considerable  quantities  of  accessories  to  plant  for  gas 
and  electric  lighting  iiiiported  from  that  country.  British  manufac-  . 
turers  are  either  quite  unable  to  compete  for  this  class  of  plant,  or 
have  overlooked  the  fact  that  such  a  market  exists,  for  nothing 
connected  with  electric  plant  was  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom  last  year. 
Exports.  A  large  increase  took  place  last  year  in  the  amounts  of  exports, 

the  total  being  126,480/.,  as  compared  with  80,503/.  in  1900. 
Nuts.  Hazel  nuts  were  abundant  last  season,  and  2,089  tons,  to  the 

value  of  37,602/..  were  shipped  to  British  markets. 
Apples.  The  apple  crop  in  Asturias  was  very  abundant  last  season,  and 

1,903  tons  were  shipped  to  British  and  French  markets,  80  per 
cent,  going  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
^Ianfi;ane86.  The  output  of  manganese  ore  was  considerably  increased  last 

year,  and  1,600  tons  were  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Belgium. 
Zinc.  The  quantity  of    manufactured   zinc  exported  shows  a   still 

further  decrease,  2,270  tons  being  shipped  to  France,  as  against 
2,525  tons  in  1900. 
Copper  ore.  There  was   a   sli^^ht   increase  in   the  quantity   of  copper-ore 

shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  figures  being  291  tons  in  1901, 
and  275  tons  in  1900. 
Blende.  A  great  falling-ofi*  is  noticed  in  the  output  of  blende,  for  only 

530  tons  were  shipped  to  France  in  1901,  as  against  1,700  tons  in 
1900. 
QuicksUTcr.  The  quantity  of  quicksilver  mined  in  1901  was  12  tons  against 

23  tons  in  1900. 
Sulphuret  There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  output  of  sulphuret 

arsenic.  arsenic ;  the  figures  are  29  tons  in  1901.  as  against  45  tons  in 

1900. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GIJON. 


19 


There  was  a  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  oxide  of  iron  mined  Oxide  of 
last  year,  196  tons  being  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  iron. 
Belgium,  as  against  S80  tons  in  1900. 

Sulphate  of  ammonia  appears  in  the  export  list  for  the  first  StUpkate  of 
time,  222  tons  of  which  were  shipped  to  France.  Mnmonia. 

7,272  hectolitres  of  cider  were  exported  last  year,  the  greater  Oidar. 
part  teing  champagne  cider,  and  was  shipped  to  Cuba  and  Porto 
Eico. 

The  returns  show  a  considerable  increase  of  British  vessels  British 
trading  at  this  port  last  year.  In  1900  the  number  of  British  shipping, 
vessels  was  10,  with  a  tonnage  of  2,446  tons,  while  they  increased' 
to  26  vessels  last  year,  with  a  tonnage  of  S,129  tons.  The  exporta- 
tion of  apples  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  increased  importa- 
tion of  wood  in  British  bottoms  being  the  reason  for  this  sudden 
increase. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels 
of  all  nations  trading  at  this  port  during  the  year  1901 : — 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Total. 


Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British     . . 

16 

1,212 

10 

6,017 

26 

8,129 

German  .. 

. , 

, , 

20 

10,910 

20 

10,910 

Spanish  .. 
French    . . 

SOS 

33,021 

1,081 

258,091 

1,889 

291,712 

6 

438 

4 

2.284 

10 

2,722 

Norwegian 

4 

872 

1 

523 

5 

895 

Other  nationalities 

3 

534 

2 

1,208 

5 

1,737 

Total       , . 

837 

35,577 

1,118 

280,528 

1,955 

816.105 

Four  vessels,  representing  a  net  tonnage  of  3,250  were  acquired  Increase  in 
by  Gijon  and  Aviles  shipowners  last  year.  Spanish 

Little  progress  was  made  laut  year  in  the  building  of  the  p^^^f ' 
breakwater  of  Musel  harbour,  owing  to  the  delay  of  the  Govern-  Mus^l. 
ment  in  giving  its  consent  to  an  alteration  in  the  plan  of  construc- 
tion proposed  by  the  syndicate  carrying  on  the  works.  Greater 
progress  is  to  be  expected  this  year  as  the  acceptance  by  the 
Government  of  the  new  system  of  working  will  permit  two  Titan 
cranes  to  be  at  work  at  the  same  time.  The  alteration  of  the 
original  plan  consists  of  making  the  foundation  of  the  bi*eakwater, 
on  which  would  be  placed  blocks  weighing  80  tons,  of  sacks  of 
concrete  instead  of  rubble  stone,  and  also  of  building  the  outer 
wall  in  advance  of  the  inner  one,  with  a  view  to  form  a  protection 
during  winter  to  the  work  in  progress  on  the  inner  wall. 

A  change  of  great  significance  has  begun  in  coal  mining  in  Mining  in 
Asturias  for  the  calculations  of  geologists  regarding  the  existence  ^■*"i*"- 
of  lai-ge  quantities  of   coal  in  the   tract   of  level  country  sur- 
rounding   Gijon,   which   comprises    an    area   of   about    150,000 
(37)  B  2 
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acres,  have  been  realised.  Boring  operations  have  been  going  on 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Gijon  during  the  latter  part  of 
last  year,  with  the  result  that  two  seams  of  coal  have  been  dis* 
covered,  the  first  one  2  feet  thick,  and  the  second  3  feet  6  inches 
thick.     Another  seam  is  expected  to  be  struck  shortly. 

The   analysis  and   opinion  of  experts   testify   that   the   coal 
discovered  is  of  a  quality  superior  to  any  yet  mined  in  Asturias. 
New  msrkH          Thig  ^ew  departure  in  the  manner  of  working  in  this  district, 
rnhdns "         hitherto  confined  to  surface  mining,  is  one  of  great  importance  to 
machinery,      manufacturei-s  of  coal  mining  machinery,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that   British   manufacturers  will   not   be  slow  to   recognise   the 
opening  (;f  a  fresh  market  for  their  machinery,  and  allow  their 
Continental  rivals  to  gain  a  position  which  once  obtained  can  only 
be  wrested  from  them  with  the  greatest  difficulty. 
Output  of             The  coal  mined  in  Asturias  for  the  years  1899-1901  was  as 
^nS:..         follows:- 

Tear.  Quantity. 


Tons. 

1899  1,604,028 

1900  1,472,000 

1901  1,689,760 


Increased  The  output  of  coal  for  1901  increased  by  117,760  tons  over 

output  of        that  of  1900,  which  is  not  so  great  as  was  expected,  but  owing  to 

^^^'  the   scarcity  of  miners  and  wagons  the  coal  owners  are  unable 

greatly  to  increase  their  output.     Several  mining  companies  have 

purchased  a  considerable  number  of  wagons  to  make  up  for  the 

inadequate  supply  of  the  Northern  Railway  (Company. 

Coal  sent  The  shipments  of  coal  from  Gijon  and  Aviles  in  1901  were  as 

coastwise.        follows:— 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

From  Gijon  in  1901           1          251,579 

„      Avil^inl901          1         232,956 

Total 484,585 

„    shipped  in  1900           . .  1         501,306 

LessinlCOl 16,771 
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The  above  was  shipped  to  the  following  ports : 


Ports. 


Barcelona 

Bilbao  

Santander 

Oadii 

Corunna      •  •         •  •  t . 

San  Sebastian 

Zamaya 

Passages  .• 

Ferpol  

Seville         

Valencia 

Vi«o 

Other  ports  and  bunker  ooal 

Total 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

157,826 

186,502 

82,478 

81,815 

14,625 

7,426 

6,366 

6,785 

5,547 

4,728 

4,327 

8,899 

72,212 


484,585 


The    prices    ruling    for    Asturian    coal    in    1901   were  the  Price  of  ooal. 
following : — 


Large  steam,  screened 
Ordinary. . 
Small,  washed    .  • 


Price  per  Ton,  f.o.b. 


From — 


Pesetas. 
26 
23 
17 


To— 


Pesetas. 
28 
25 
18 


The  average  freights  during  1901  were  as  follows : — 


Ooal  freights. 


From— 

To- 

Freight  per 
Ton. 

GKjon  and  Aril^ 

Barcelona . . 
BUbao       .. 
Santander . . 
Ciidiz 
Corunna    •  • 

Pesetas. 
16 

8 

9 
16 
10 

The  decrease  noticed  in  the  shipments  of  coal  from  Gijon  and  Decrease  in 
Avilfe  was  due  to  the  great  demands  made  on  the  coal  owners  by  ■^P™«'^^»*  of 
dealers  and   manufacturers  in  the  interior,  who,  on  account  of 
the  high  prices  ruling  in  1900,  allowed  their  stocks  to  become 
exhausted,  and  then  when  prices  fell  last  year  were  the  first  to 
make  contracts  for  replenishing  their  stores. 

A  most   important  operation  has  just  been  effected  by  the  Native 
combination  of  the  steel  and  ironworks  of  La  Sociedad  Dure- "^^'^•*'^®** 
Felguera,  the  coal  mines  of  Messrs.  Herrero  Hermanos  of  Oviedo,  I«>^«id  steel 


which  compnse 
(37) 


an  area  of  9,570  acres,  and  the 


works  of 
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Pottery. 


Chocolate  and 
shoTelt. 


Celluloid  and 
camphor. 

Paints. 
Hats. 


RailwajB. 


Agriculture. 


Beetroot 

gumur 

indufltrj. 


Compafiia  de  Asturias,  which  consist  of  blast  furnaces,  machine 
shops,  and  the  manufacture  of  all  classes  of  pipes  and  tubing. 
The  new  firm  is  styled  "  Sociedad  Metalurgica  Uuro-Felguera,"  the 
capital  being  38,000,000  pesetas  (1,101,450/.). 

A  pottery  company,  with  a  capital  of  675,000  pesetas  (19,850/.), 
has  been  recently  formed  in  Oviedo  with  the  object  of  manu- 
facturing articles  of  earthenware,  for  which  machinery  and  raw 
materials  will  be  required. 

The  amalgamation  of  two  companies,  having  a  capital  of 
500,000  pesetas  (14,700/.),  has  just  taken  place,  and  the  new 
company  will  manufacture  chocolate  and  shovels. 

A  factory  has  been  established  for  making  celluloid  and  refining 
camphor. 

A  paint  factory  has  been  established,  and  is  open  to  purchase 
articles  connected  with  its  manufacture. 

A  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  hats  has  been  erected,  the 
machinery  for  which  has  been  purchased  in  Italy. 

Names  of  parties  to  whom  communications  should  be  addressed, 
in  connection  with  the  above  industries,  can  be  ascertained  at  the 
Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Concessions  have  been  granted  for  the  construction  of  the 
following  railways  by  companies  and  private  persons : — 

To  the  Compania  de  Ferro-carriles  Vasco-Asturiana.  Oviedo. 
for  the  construction  of  a  narrow-gauge  railway  for  mining  and 
public  service  from  Ujo  to  San  Eateban  de  Pravia,  and  also  for 
branch  lines  connecting  the  mines. 

To  the  Sociedad  Hullera  Kspafiola  Ujo,  Asturias,  to  construct  a 
narrow-gauge  railway  from  Moreda  to  Collauzo. 

To  D.  Juan  I.  Domenech,  of  Madrid,  to  construct  a  railway, 
1  metre  in  width,  from  Medina  del  Campo  to  Gijon,  a  distance  of 
160  miles. 

To  the  Sociedad  Credito  Industrial  Gijones,  Gijon,  for  the 
construction  of  a  line  from  Lieres  to  the  port  of  Musel  and  from 
Carreiio  to  Veriiia. 

The  obsolete  methods  of  agiiculture  are  now  undergoing  strong 
criticism  in  Asturias,  and  the  recent  importation  of  modern  agri- 
cultural machinery  is  doing  a  great  deal  to  show  the  Asturian 
farmer  that  the  use  of  modern  appliances  is  both  profitable  and 
labour  saving.  Large  numbers  of  American  and  Belgian  ploughs 
are  being  purchased. 

An  association  has  recently  been  formed  at  Infiesto  for 
acquiring  information  on  modern  methods  of  fanning,  better 
seeds  and  cattle  for  improving  the  breed.  This  association  is 
styled  "  El  Gremio  Agiicolo,"  to  which  communications  should  be 
directed. 

The  manufacture  of  beetroot  sugar  last  year  exceeded  that  of 
1900  by  nearly  one-half,  which  leaves  a  large  stock  in  hand,  as 
the  production  exceeds  the  consumption,  in  spite  of  the  factories 
only  producing  about  one-half  of  the  quantity  they  are  capable  of. 
This  unsatisfactoiy  state  of  afiairs  is  fast  leading  the  industry  to 
a  most  critical  position,  and  unless  a  change  is  effected  very  soon. 
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some  of  the  five  factories  in  Asturias  must  close,  as  they  are 
working  at  a  loss. 

An  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  occurred  amongst  the  S*nit«7  »*»*• 
cattle  in  this  district  in  December  last,  but  is  now  gradually  being  ®^  ****"^*- 
stamped  out. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gijon 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 

1900. 

1901. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Acids 

Bacon  and  lard 
Bricks,  fire 

Glaj,  sand,  and  flint    . . 
Cement .  • 

Codfish 

Cocoa 

Cereals 

Coffee 

Cheese 

Feculu 

Fish,  roe,  and  skins     . . 

G-lassware 

Iron  and  metal  work  . . 

Machinery 

Manures  (artificial)     .. 

Oils       .. 

Paints 

Pitoh  and  tar  . . 
Petroleum  and  mineral 

oils 

Nitrate  of  potash 
Ropes,  cords,  &o. 

Staroh 

Sugar 

Sulphur 

Soda 

Textiles 

Wax 

Wood  and  furniture  . . 
Other  articles  .. 

Tons. 

5 

265 

1,900 

8,010 

1,500 

86 

220 

23,540 

148 

17 

160 

41 

1,973 

8,813 

2,150 

67 

172 

13,220 

685 
967 

"92 

42 

86 

943 

60 

423 

8,437 

290 

£ 

140 

^       7,890 

5,700 

9,090 

2,265 

2,064 

13,420 

164,780 

13,320 

1,105 

2,850 
3,120 

41,433 

221,154 

6,150 

2,412 

3,784 

26,573 

6,436 
20,097 

1,738 

590 

252 

6,601 

8,160 

6,768 

25,311 

10,150 

Tons. 

i 

155 

947 

2,127 

2,996 

98 

226 

26,747 

248 

12 

57 

254 

81 

2,657 

3,855 

3,738 

446 

154 

13,409 

693 

694 

231 

76 

"17 

940 

58 

311 

17,494 

293 

£ 

14 

4,584 

2,841 

6,353 

4,494 

2,450 

18,346 

187,229 

21,676 

798 

560 

4,932 

4,860 

53,982 

224,590 

11,214 

15,610 

3,234 

29,522 

7,866 

13,880 

5,775 

1,563 

1x9 

6,494 

7,821 

4,976 

62,482 

14,962 

Total     ,. 

, . 

618,352 

'     713.217 

(37) 
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Annex  B. — Rrturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Gijou 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


1900. 

1901. 

Articles. 

Tons 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Apples         . .         •  • 

£ 

1,903 

£ 

7,602 

Butter 

»>           •  • 

io 

1,100 

3i 

376 

Bones 

i>           •  • 

. , 

, , 

30 

118 

Cider 

Hectolitres 

, . 

, , 

7,272 

14,544 

Cbestnuts   .. 

Tons       .. 

^^ 

. , 

39 

192 

Coal 

>»           •  • 

1,920 

2,630 

, , 

. . 

Fish,  preserved 

» 

12 

504 

25 

1,050 

Glassware   . . 

»f           •  • 

167 

2171 

Meats,  preserved    . . 

>» 

41 

2,829 

12 

835 

Minerals — 

Blende    . . 

»» 

1,700 

6,800 

530 

2,120 

Calamine. . 

»»           •  • 

250 

420 

. , 

.. 

Copper    . . 

»»           •  ♦ 

275 

3,026 

291 

3,201 

Manganese 

»» 

800 

3,200 

1,600 

6,400 

Oxide  of  iron     . . 

>i           •  • 

280 

840 

196 

686 

Quicksilver 

>»           •• 

23 

3,220 

12 

2,040 

Sulphuret  arsenic  . . 

If 

45 

1,395 

29 

963 

Sulphate  of  ammonia 

jr                 •  • 

222 

1,332 

Zinc,  manufactured 

II                 •  • 

2,525 

43,450 

2,270 

43,130 

Nuts,  hazel. . 

f»                 •  • 

650 

10,400 

2,089 

37,602 

Walnuts      .. 

11                 *  • 

, , 

82 

.  743 

Other  articles 

i»                 •  • 

154 

790 

275 

1,375 

Total   .. 

80,503 

•• 

126,480 

Annex  0. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Gijon  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

United  Kingdom 
Belgium 

France  

Germany 

Sweden  and  Norway  . . 

Roumania 

Cuba 

United  States  .. 

Bussia 

Holland 

Other  countries 

22,709 

2,096 

54,034 

364 

iVsoo 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

52,944 
3,682 

60,975 
5,860 

9,868 

•  • 
3,161 

£ 

249,040 
96,320 
60,375 

146,378 
10,850 
20,150 

9,236 
10,654 

1,105 
11,245 

£ 

242,954 
87,826 
78.297 

161,791 
69,487 

51,628 

8,100 

798 

12,386 

Total     .. 

80,603 

126,480 

613,352 

713,217 
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Mr.  Vice-Coiisul  Santos  reports  as  I'oUovvs : — 

The  total  exports  for  1901  amount  to  3,713  tons,  value  9,369/.,  Kxports. 
which  shows  a  decrease  of  701  tons  and  11,653/.,  as  compared 
with  the  year  1900.  The  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  the  I/, 
sterling  account  for  this  decrease  in  the  comparisons.  The  reason 
for  the  decrease  in  exports  is  that  the  factories  of  preserves, 
pickles,  and  salted  fish,  which  constitute  the  principal  industry 
of  this  district,  send  their  goods  to  Vigo  as  affording  greater 
facilities  for  exportation  to  France  and  Soutli  America,  and  the 
fish  is  also  sent  by  rail  into  the  interior  for  consumption. 

The  total  imports  lor  the  year  1901  amounted  to  19,029  tons,  Importe. 
valued  at  114,379/.,  benig  an  increase  "of  6,499  tons   over   the 
total  for  the  previous  year,  and  an  increase  of  2,875/.  in  valua 

A  change  is  projected  in  the  harbour  works  which  consists  in  Public  works, 
reducing  the  breakwater,  and  continuing  it  with  iron  to  a  depth 
of  5  or  6  metres  at  low  water  during  spring  tides,  allowing  any 
vessel  to  come  alongside  for  loading  and  discharging. 

This  alteration,  with  a  pier  and  a  bridge  connecting  the  wharf 
and  the  breakwater,  will  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  port. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Marin  during 

the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Nationality. 


I  Number 
I  YeMels. 


I 


Tons. 


j  Number 
'       of 
j  Yessels. 


Total. 


Tons. 


Number 
,       of 

I  YesseU. 


Tonn. 


British  . . 
Spanish  .. 
French  . . 
Norwegian 
Portuguese 
Kussian  .. 
Swedish  .. 

Total 


1900. 


168 


1 

456 

1 

456 

738 

114 

68,297 

282 

72,030 

, , 

13 

35,387 

IS 

36,387 

6 

2,070 

6 

2,070 

172 

. , 

2 

1     172 

308 

, , 

1 

t     308 

294 

. . 

.. 

1 

294 

172 
123 


9,507 
9,962 


184 


101,210 
93,282 


206 
216 


110,717 
103,244 
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Nationality. 


MARIN. 

Cleared. 


bailing. 


8teaui. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Yesselfl. 


Tons. 


Number 
I       of 
'  Vessels. 


Tons. 


I  Number 
I       of 
I  Vessels. 


Tons. 


British    . . 

1 

456 

1 

456 

Spanish  .. 
French     . . 

.      167 

8,582 

114 

68,297 

281 

71,879 

1        ■  • 

, , 

13 

35,387 

18 

35,387 

Norwegian 

,, 

. , 

6 

2,070 

6 

2,070 

Portuguese 

2 

172 

, , 

. . 

2 

172 

Buflsian  .. 

1 

308 

, , 

, , 

1 

308 

Swedish  .. 

1 

294 

•• 

.. 

1 

294 

Total 

.      171 

9,356 

184 

101,210 

806 

110,566 

„     1900  . 

121 

9,877 

93 

98,282 

214 

103,159 

Annex  B. — Table  showing  the  Quantity  and  Value  Imported 
and  Exported  at  the  Perl  of  Marin  during  the  Years 
1901-1900. 

Imports. 


From— 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.          Value. 

Foreign  ports    . . 
Spanish  port«   . . 

Tons. 
9,092 
9,937 

£            B.    d, 

12,176    5  10 
[102,203    0    0 

Tons.                    £ 
8,547                5,510 
8,983            105,994 

Total     .. 

19,029 

1 114,379    5  10 

12,530       1      111,504 

Exports. 


To- 

I 

1         

'     Quantity. 

1 

1901. 
!       Value. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value 

Foreign  ports   . . 
Spanish  ports   . . 

Tons. 

625 

..;       8,088 

£         8.     d. 

1,03S    9    5 
8,330  18    8 

Tons. 
1,088 
3,881 

£      #. 

1,860  10 

19,163     0 

Total      .. 

3.713 

9,369    7    8 

4,414 

21,022  10 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  Principal  Articles  of   Import  to  and 
Export  from  the  Port  of  Marin  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 

Imports. 


1901. 

1900. 

From  foreign  ports — 
Cement  (from  France  and  Belgium) 

From  foreign  ports— 

C)oals  (from  the  United  Kingdom) 

Coals    and    coke   (from    the    United 

Fells  (from  Birer  Plate) 

Pine  timber  (from  Sweden  and  United 

Kingdom) 
Fells  ^rom  Rirer  Plate) 

States  of  America) 

Limestone  (from  Portugal) 

Pine  timber  (from  Russia,  Sweden  and 

United  States  of  America) 

From  Spanish  ports — 

From  Spanish  ports- 

Brandy 

Brandy 

Candlee 

Cement 

Cloth  (wool  and  cotton) 

Coals 

Cools 

Cocoa 

Cocoa 

Crockery,  ordinair 

Flour  (wheat) 

Feathergrass  and  palm,  manufactured 

Iron  (bars) 

Flour  (wheat) 

Iron  and  steel,  forged 

Iron  and  steel  in  bars  and  forged, 

OUtc  oU 

manufactured 

Bioe 

Lead,  worked 

Salt 

Machinery 

Soap 

OHtc  oil 

Tobacco 

Paper 

Textures 

Pipes  or  casks,  empty 

Timber       • 

Preserves 

Tin-plate 
Unslaked  lime 

'WiriA 

Products  (chemicals  and  pharmaceutics) 

Bice 

Salt 

TV  xafs 

Shoes,  all  sorts 

Skins,  leather 

Soap 

Sugar 

Textures 

Thread 

Timber 

Tin-plate 

Tobacco 

Wine 
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Exports. 


1901. 

1900. 

To  foreign  ports — 

To  foreign  ports — 

Pitwood  (to  the  United  Kingdom) 

Pitwood  (to  the  ITnited  Kingdom) 

PreM»rre«  (to  Biyer  Plate) 

Preserres  (to  France) 

To  Spanish  ports — 
Coals 

To  Spanish  ports — 

Empty  pipes 

Crockery,  ordinary 

Vegetable  products 

Empty  pipes 

Salt  sardines 

Flour  (wheat) 

Timber 

Iron  and  steel,  forged 

Preserves 

OHye  oil 

Preserres 

Salt 

Salt  sardines 

Timber 

Vigo. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Barcena  y  Franco  reports  as  follows  : — 
Imports.  The  total  value  of  imports  during  the  year  1901  at  the  port 

of  Vigo,  amounting  to  257,606/.,  shows  an  increase  of  32,696/., 
against  224,910/.  value  in  the  year  1900. 

In  order  to  find- out  the  real  increase  in  the  importation,  the 
values  in  1900-01  having  been  reduced  to  1/.  sterling  at  different 
rates  of  exchange  the  values  of  the  importation  for  both  years 
should  be  reduced  to  pesetas  at  their  corresponding  rates  of 
exchange  and  then  the  results  will  be  as  follows : — 

Value  of  the  importation  during  the  year  1901  was  9,016,210 
pesetas  (257,606/.  at  the  exchange  of  35  pesetas  per  1/.  sterling) ; 
value  of  the  importation  during  the  year  1900  was  7,332,066  pesetas 
(224,910/.  at  the  exchange  of  32  pesetas  60  c.  per  1/.  sterling) ; 
thus  showing  a  real  increase  in  the  importation  in  the  year  1901 
of  1,684,144  pesetas  (say,  48,118/.,  at  the  rate  of  exchange  of 
35  pesetas  per  1/.  sterling). 

The  principal  articles  that  show  an  increase  are  raw  hides 
from  South  America,  codfish  from  Norway,  and  coals  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  owing  to  the  larger  demand. 

The  other  articles  are  more  or  less  as  the  return  shows,  ex- 
cepting the  quantities  imported  of  articles  grouped  under  the 
heading  of  "  other  articles  "  that  have  also  experienced  an  increase 
owing  to  the  importation  of  maize ;  wheat  for  the  flour-mill  lately 
started  here  and  timber  for  the  buildings  in  construction. 
Exports.  The  total  value  of  the  export  in  1901,  amounting  to  156,709/., 

shows  an  increase  of  17,542/.,  a<,'ainst  the  value  of  the  export 
in  1900  of  139,167/.,  but  to  ascertain  the  real  increase  the  same 
calculation  is  made  as  with  the  value  of  tlie  imports  as  follows  : — 

Value  of  the  exportation  during  tlie  year  1901  was  5,484,815 
pesetas  (156,709/.  at  the  exchange  of  35  pesetas  per  1/.  sterling) 
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value  of  the  exportation  during  the  year  1900  was  4,536,844  pesetas 
(139,167/.  at  the  exchange  of  32  pesetas  60  c.  per  1/.  sterling) ; 
which  shows  a  real  increase  of  947,971  pesetas  (say,  27.084/.,  at 
the  rate  of  exchange  of  35  pesetas  per  1/.  sterling  for  the  year 
1901). 

The  principal  articles  that  have  experienced  an  increase  are 
preserves  of  ftsh  and  salt  sardines.  The  increase  in  this  trade 
can  be  accounted  for  by  the  abundance  and  cheapness  of  fresh 
fish  and  the  favorurable  exchange. 

Eggs  have  also  experienced  a  considerable  increase  having 
been  solely  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom.  There  was  also 
some  exportation  of  ergot  of  rye  which  had  ceased  during  the 
last  few  years. 

The  articles  classed  under  the  heading  of  "other  articles" 
have  suflGered  a  decrease  owing  to  the  stoppage  of  exportation  of 
these  articles  for  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

The  Indian  corn  crop  may  be  considered  middling,  and  prices  Agriculture, 
ranging  about  4  pesetas  the  ferrado  weighing  37  lbs. 

The  vintage  was  very  abundant,  although  the  quality  of  the  Wine, 
wine  was  generally  inferior,  owing  to  the  alterations  suffered  in 
the  temperature  and  weather  during  the  vegetation. 

Prices  are  gradually  going  down,  and  it  is  already  very  difficult 
for  the  farmers  to  sell  out  their  stock.  The  prices  averaging 
between  100  to  125  pesetas  the  450  litres. 

No  new  works  have  been  started.     The  harbour  works  continue  Public  work*, 
to  make  slow  progress. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Vigo  during 

the  Year  1901. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    . . 
Spanish    .. 
Qerman  .. 
French    . . 
Norwegian 
Other  cjountries . . 

780 

•  • 
1 
1 
15 

24,608 

479 
1,860 
2,317 

146 
608 
79 
36 
26 
11 

320,488 

471,698 

219,101 

71.269 

16,768 

14,660 

• 
145 
1,383 
79 
37 
27 
26 

320,483 

496,301 

219,101 

71,788 

17,118 

16.877 

Total 

„     1900.. 

747 

28,769 

900 

1,112,864 

•  • 

1,647 
1,626 

1,141,618 
1,093,217 
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Nationality. 


TIGO. 
CLEA.UED. 
Sailing.  Steam. 


Number 

of 
YeBsels. 


Tons. 


Number 

of 
Veswls. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


British  . . 
Spanish  ..  • 
Gherman  .. 
French  •  • 
Norwegian 
Other  oonntries . 


732 


1 

1 

16 


Total 


750 


1900 


26,145 

'479 
1,860 
2,960 


145 
601 
79 
86 
26 
11 


820,483 

470,097 

219,101 

71,259 

16,763 

14,660 


80,944 


898       1,111,258 


145 

1,333 

79 

37 

27 
27 


320  4S3 

219,101 
71,738 
17,113 
17,620 


1,648 
1,525 


1,142,197 
1,093,722 


Annex  B. — Eetorn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Vigo 
during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Presenres    . . 

Kilos.     .. 

2,839,274 

97,346 

1,780,862 

79,640 

Sardines      . . 

,.        .. 

965,619 

9,656 

892,526 

4.214 

Wine 

Litres    . . 

279,877 

3,998 

316,462 

3,882 

Eggs 

Dozen    . . 

1,066,900 

30,197 

825,440 

26,320 

Mineral  wat^r 

Litres    . . 

337,5*2 

9,644 

316,948 

14,583 

Ergot  rye   . . 
Other  articles 

Kilos.     . . 

19,105 

2,729 

, , 

, , 

f»         •  • 

164,529 

3,189 

494,469 

11,528 

Total  .• 

•• 

156,709 

•• 

139,167 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Vigo  during  the  Year 

1901. 


1 

1901. 

1900. 

Articles. 

1 

1 

los.     . . 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Hides 

..     Ki 

340,024 

24,287 

220,699 

£ 
13,639 

Codfish 

...      „ 

, 

1,684,276 

38,016 

1,114,881 

23,255 

Woollen  goods 

, , 

^ 

, 

14,371 

14,371 

18,117 

9,25* 

Coals 

,, 

) 

, 

15,179,485 

17,348 

10,716,573 

11,505 

Sulphur 

, ,  ' 

1 

. 

1,120,330 

5,889 

1,544,000 

6,63U 

Cotton  goods 

, , 

»           « 

, 

16,566 

5,679 

14,696 

6.762 

Hardware  .. 

^ , 

, 

719,210 

15,411 

667,162 

10,232 

Silk  goods  .. 

•  • 

»»             • 

, 

290 

1,177 

411 

617 

Petroleum  .. 

, , 

II 

, 

1,335.864 

9,160 

1,669.147 

ll,7n5 

Other  articles 

r  1 

metre 

s 

5,697,315 
3,7»7 

119.216 
7,052 

4,271,166 
1,375 

128.671 
2,740 

Total   .. 

•  • 

•• 

257,606 

224,910 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Vigo  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

1901. 

£ 
50,512 
26,585 
18,202 
23,812 

8,227 
7.527 
6,196 

15,648 

1900. 

£ 
49,448 
13,350 
35,235 
18,901 

1V386 

9,635 

864 

10,358 

1901. 

1900. 

United  Kingdom 
Cuba      .. 
South  America.. 
France  .. 
Puerto  Rico      . . 
Italy      .. 
Germany 
Belgium 

Norway 

United  States  . . 
Otlier  countries 

£ 
71,722 

32,146 

8,564 

83 

6,900 

22,826 

5,852 

51,029 

16,890 

43,094 

£ 
67,406 

13,814 

9,577 

244 

7,479 

48,964 

3,848 

26,210 

11,997 

85,876 

Total     .. 

156,709 

139,167 

257,606 

224,910 

VlLLAGAKClA  AND  CaKRIL. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Cameron-Walker  reports  as  follows : — 

The  total  imports  during  the  past  year  was  54,441  L,  and  the  Imports  and 
total  exports,  32,054i.  eTports. 

The  direct  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  though  small  is  Direct  trade, 
greater  than  in  preceding  years,  and  inspires  the  hope  of  a  con- 
tinued increase.     Coal,  hardware,  machinery,  drugs,  maize,  and 
beer  are  brought  here,  while  pit-props,  eggs,  and  sardines   are 
exports. 

The  export  of  pit-props  to  Cardiff  during  the  past  year  aggre-  Pit-props, 
gated  15,960/. ;  the  quality  of  the  wood  is  excellent  and  abundant 
The  export,  however,  is  under  the  almost  exclusive  control  of  one 
or  two  firms.  Eecently  efforts  have  been  made  to  break  down 
this  monopoly  with  what  success  remains  to  be  seen.  Were 
British  purchasers  to  establish  an  agency  here,  and  make  con- 
tracts directly  with  the  small  forest  proprietors  for  a  term  of 
years,  they  might  be  able  to  save  no  inconsiderable  sum. 

Germany  continued  to  send  the  largest  quantity  of  machinery,  Machinery 
consisting  principally  of  plant  for  the  Padron  beet-sugar  factory. 

The  sardine  industry  still  maintains  a  foremost  place,  and  it  Sardines, 
supplies  outward  cargoes  for  nearly  all  the  Spanish  steamers 
visiting  these  ports  bound  to  the  Mediterranean.  Indeed,  during 
the  season  from  September  to  January  the  ports  of  Santa  Eugenia, 
La  Puebla,  and  Muros  are  seldom  without  a  vessel  waiting  to  be 
filled  ^^'ith  stocks  accumulated  in  the  shippers'  stores.  Nearly  all 
the  vessels  that  run  the  cargoes  of  salted  sardines  from  the  above 
ports  to  Genoa,  Leghorn,  and  Naples  are  German.     The  export 
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trade  to  Italian  ports  being  almost  entirely  in  German  hands. 
The  freight  paid  is  at  the  rate  of  35  lire  per  ton,  and  about  7,000 
tons  are  shipped  during  the  season  to  Italy. 

Eevolvers  were  shipped  to  the  Argentine  Republic. 

Among  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  hardware  holds 
the  first  place,  notwithstanding  German  competition  carried  in 
some  instances  beyond  the  bounds  of  fairness.  I  have  visited 
two  or  three  shops  engapfed  in  this  trade,  and  almost  always 
have  found  a  so-called  "British  article"  of  German  fabrication 
with  British  .trade-marks  on  them,  but  not  the  name  of 
the  British  manufacturer.  The  tool  was  of  course  an  inferior 
article,  and  is  offered  at  about  45  per  cent,  less  than  the  British 
tool,  and  as  the  chief  characteristic  of  the  Gallego  is  to  buy  where 
he  can  cheapest  regardless  of  quality,  this  is  a  very  serious 
drawback  to  British  manufacturers. 

For  reasons  already  made  known  in  my  last  year's  report,  both 
the  sugar  factory  at  Caldas  de  Reyes  and  the  one  at  Padron 
are  in  a  languishing  condition. 

No  cases  of  cattle  disease  occurred  in  this  Consular  district 
during  the  year  1901. 

The  Corunna  Copper  ('ompany,  Limited,  has  been  floated  in 
London  with  a  capital  of  1,000,000/.  in  1/.  shares,  of  which 
100,000/.  shares  are  reserved  for  working  capital. 

The  property  is  situated  at  a  distance  of  9  miles  due  east  of 
the  important  town  of  Santiago,  and  lies  approximately  1^  miles 
south  of  the  small  village  at  Area.  The  present  rail-head  (Cornes 
Station  of  the  West  Galicia  Railway  Company)  is  south-west  of 
Santiago,  that  is  to  say,  it  is  on  that  side  of  that  town  which  lies 
farthest  from  the  mine,  making  in  all  a  distance  of  10  miles 
trom  the  concession  to  the  railway  station.  The  distance  from 
Santiago  to  the  nearest  shipping  port,  Carril,  is  25  miles  by  rail  or 
28  miles  by  main  road,  making  an  over-all  distance  from  the 
mine  of  35  to  38  miles  respectively. 

The  concession  covers  an  area  of  10,280,000  square  metres,  or 
approximately  2,540  English  acres. 

The  countiy  in  which  the  concession  is  situated  consists  of  a 
series  of  low-rolling  hills,  the  elevation  being  from  1,000  to 
1,500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

The  climate  is  temperat(s  and  work  can  be  carried  on  through- 
out the  year.  There  is  plenty  of  water  in  the  streams,  and  within 
abuut  7  kilonis.  of  the  concession  runs  the  River  UUa,  which 
flows  into  an  arm  of  the  sea  close  to  the  port  of  Carril.  The 
river  is  navigable  for  barges  up  to  the  bridge  of  Cesures  wherei  the 
railway  from  Pontevedra  to  Santiago  crosses  it. 
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Annex  A.^Betubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Villagarcia 
and  Carril  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


1900. 

1901. 

ArtiolM. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Cement 

Tons*     .. 

2,010 

6,717 

436 

1,000 

Coal 

11         •• 

4,800 

6,018 

6,202 

6,000 

Pitch 

M                •  • 

16 

88 

8 

20 

Lubricating  oa      .. 

11               •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

186 

G^lasBware          and 

porcelain  •  • 

11                •  • 

14 

140 

18 

228 

Hardware   .. 

»                •  • 

1,664 

81,196 

613 

12,976 

Drugs 

»                •• 

170 

8,014 

150 

2,078 

TextUes 

j»                •• 

10 

886 

2 

209 

Hides,  raw.  • 

»                •• 

26 

1,820 

88 

2,660 

Superphosphate    of 
:  ime         •  • 

11                •  • 

•  ■ 

811 

2,240 

Machineiy  .. 

II 

493 

8,082 

666 

22,947 

Bricks,  fire  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

468 

1,000 

Belting 
OUclotis     .. 

, , 

•  • 

1 

400 

, , 

, , 

2 

76 

Lard 

•  • 

, , 

8 

90 

Maize          .  • 

)}                *  * 

•  • 

,, 

109 

620 

Coffee 

>l                •  • 

2 

272 

i 

21 

Tea 

1}                •  • 

,, 

•  • 

i 

21 

Beetroot  seed 

II                *  * 

•  • 

•  • 

17 

166 

Cheese 

, , 

, , 

k 

70 

Beer 

GaUonst 

22,240 

2,266 

16,036 

1,606 

Other  articles        •• 

Tons      .. 

40 

396 

14 

89 

Total 

•• 

68,288 

•  • 

64,441 

*  Calculated  at  the  rate  of  1,000  kilos,  to  the  ton. 
t  22  gallons  to  the  hectolitre. 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Ai-ticles  of  Export  from  Villagarcia 
and  Carril  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


1900. 

1901. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Oniom 

Tons*    .. 

50 

213 

53 

160 

Potatoes      . . 

If         *  * 

•  • 

, , 

46 

200 

Sardines,  tinned     . . 

>i         •  • 

106 

6,119 

154 

9,200 

salted     .. 

i>         •• 

152 

1,464 

106 

1,061 

Eggs 

>»         •  • 

, , 

13 

520 

Pit-props     . . 

II         •  • 

28,192 

19,894 

19,296 

15,960 

Fishing  nets           •  • 

i»         •• 

7 

400 

8 

440 

Lobsters,  tinned    •• 

>i         •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

16 

438 

Pepper 

>»         •• 

•  • 

, , 

1 

80 

Sausages 

i>         •• 

, , 

, , 

1 

160 

BeTolvers    . , 

II         •  • 

1 

726 

Wine 

GaUonst 

4,730 

161 

10,560 

320 

Mineral  waters 

i>      •  • 

1,540 

340 

9,108 

1,242 

Alcohol        .. 

»>      •  • 

12,650 

1,725 

2,860 

560 

Cider 

II      •• 

•  • 

, , 

11,088 

772 

Other  articles 

Tons 

21 

116 

23 

170 

Total 

•• 

29,432 

•• 

32,054 

*  Calculated  at  the  rate  of  1,000  kilos,  to  the  ton. 
t  22  gallons  to  the  hectolitre. 


Annex  C. — Eeturn  of  all   Shipping  at  the  Ports  of  Villagarcia 
and  Carril  during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered  and  Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    .. 

32 

83,0^9 

32 

83,079 

Spanish  .. 

105 

8,222 

889 

290,045 

494 

298,267 

German  ..         •• 

8 

1,044 

29 

78,614 

3? 

79,658 

French    . , 

1 

214 

, . 

.  • 

1 

214 

Russian   •  •         , . 

3 

1,151 

, , 

, , 

8 

1,151 

Norwegian 

1 

844 

2 

1,151 

8 

1,495 

Total 

113 

10,975 

452 

452,889 

565 

463,864 

„    1900.. 

181 

12,686 

422 

480,704 

553 

493,340 
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ViVERO. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Guyatt  reports  as  follows : — 

Having  recently  visited  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Vivero,  (General 

have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  in  order  '•™«'^- 
to  make  this  district  better  known,  for  it  appears  to  me  that  it 
offers  opportunities  for  British  enterprise,  and  it  is  to  such  places 
as  Vivero  that  are  beginning  to  show  signs  of  commercial 
activity  that  British  merchants  and  manufacturers  should  turn 
their  attention. 

At  present  Vivero's  commerce  is  chiefly  in  connection  with  Commeroe. 
the  fishing  industry,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are 
wholly  employed  in  it. 

The  sardines  from  this  coast  are  famous  throughout  Spain,  and 
a  ready  market  is  also  found  for  them  in  many  Italian  ports. 

The  importance  of  Vivero,  however,  is  in  the  rich  minerals  to  Future  of 
be  found  in  its  neighbourhood,  chiefly  iron,  and  there  is  a  marked  ^^'^^'o- 
activity  in  obtaining  mining  concessions,  but  although  many  liave 
been  granted,  there  is  only  one  set  of  mines  working,  owned  by  a 
German  company,  bearing  a  British  name,  and  with  oSices 
established  in  London,  viz.,  "The  Vivero  Iron  Ore  Company , 
Limited." 

Well-known  firms  in  Bilbao  foresee  the  future  importance  of 
Vivero,  and  negotiations  are  being  carried  on  with  a  view  of 
opening  up  the  mines. 

The  imports  for  the  year  1901  consisted  chiefly  of  tar  for  tlie  Imports, 
fleet  of  fishing  boats,  which  amounted  to  44  tons  imported  from 
Bayonne  (France). 

The  exports  besides  a  certain  quantity  of  sardines  to  Spanish  Exports, 
ports,  chiefly   Alicante  and  Barcelona,  and  12   tons  of  lobsters 
taken  by  small  French  sailing   boats,  included   95,000   tons    of 
mineral  to  Eotterdam,  shipped  by  the  Vivero  Iron  Ore  Company, 
Limited,  and  chiefly  in  British  bottoms. 

The  following  is  the  return  of  all  shipping  entered  and  cleared  Betum  of  all 
for  the  year,  1901 :—  shipping. 


Nationality. 

^wL'^    !                    Observations. 

Danish        

British        

French        

Spanish 

1 

26 

9 

^1 

All  took  iron  ore  to  Rotterdam 
Lobster  boats  trading  with  France 

Total       .. 

47 

The  total  net  registered  tonnpge  of  the  26  British  steamers 
being  30,211  tons. 

During  my  stay  at  Vivero  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  make  the  }^j^'^^g 
acquaintance  of  Seflor  Don  Antonio  Maseda  Janeiro,  the  Govern-  ^  ^*^^' 
ment  R^istrar  of  property  at  Vivero  (El  Registrador  de  la  Pro- 
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priedad  de  Vivero),  who,  owing  to  his  having  the  archives  relating 
to  the  Vivero  property  under  his  care,  is  in  possession  of  much 
valuable  information.  He  is  the  author  of  a  work  on  the  mines 
of  Galicia  and  Leon,  a  copy  of  which  he  has  sent  to  me,  and  in 
view  of  the  information  contained  therein,  the  following  is  a  trans- 
lation of  part  of  his  work : — 

"  The  province  of  Lugo  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  ^pain 
for  minerals,  specially  iron. 

''The  want  of  transport  facilities,  the  fact  that  its  mineral 
wealth  was  not  generally  known  until  quite  recently,  the  apathy 
and  the  almost  complete  ignorance  of  the  progress  of  metallurgy 
shown  by  the  inhabitants,  has  been  the  cause  why  this  district 
had  been  forgotten,  until  a  learned  raining  engineer,  Don  Ricardo 
de  Llano  y  Oleaga,  pointed  out  the  immense  mineral  wealth  of 
Galicia. 

"  The  report  by  the  German  engineer,  Herr  Wilhelm  Schulz, 
Inspector  of  Mines  to  the  Spanish  Government,  written  in  the 
year  1834  is,  without  doubt,  the  best  and  most  accurate  work 
written  on  this  subject,  and  served  as  guide  to  the  late  Don  Ricardo 
de  Llano  in  obtaining  his  mining  claims  (owned  at  present  by  his 
heirs),  and  at  the  same  time  was  the  means  of  awakening  many 
from  the  lethargic  state  into  which  they  had  fallen. 

"  The  iron  mines  in  the  province  of  Lugo  are  generally  to  be 
found  in  the  Cambrian  group. 

"  Carbonate  of  lime  is  also  abundant  in  many  parts,  but  very 
antiquated  means  are  employed  for  utilising  this  mineral, 
and  obtaining  lime  for  building  purposes,  which  is  done  with 
primitive  furnaces  fed  with  firewood.  Examples :  the  furnaces 
near  Villanueva,  Lorenzana,  and  those  of  La  Vega  de  Rivadeo. 

"  In  the  province  of  Galicia  there  is  only  one  place  (at  Arcade, 
on  the  railway  from  Redondela  to  Pontevedra)  where  a  factory 
has  been  started  to  obtain  carburet  of  calcium  for  acetylene 
lighting. 

"  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of  Mondofiedo  (province 
of  Lugo)  and  in  Moeche  (province  of  Corunna)  there  exist  several 
marble  quarries  which  are  not  worked. 

"  The  iron  lodes  aie  generally  accompanied  by  quartz  and  slate, 
this  latter  substance  is  much  in  use  for  building  purposes,  and  it 
is  found  to  give  excellent  results  when  used  for  roofs  of  houses,  as 
owing  to  its  quality  it  is  impervious  to  moisture. 

"  At  2  kiloms.  from  Vivero,  and  by  the  side  of  the  quay  which 
will  be  mentioned  later  on,  there  are  great  slate  quarries,  the 
greater  part  of  these  have  not  been  developed. 

**  Gold  is  to  be  found  throughout  the  province  of  Lugo,  and  it  is 
well  known  that  in  the  River  Sil  women  and  children  earn  their 
living  by  washing  the  sands  to  collect  the  grains  of  gold,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  each  person  earns  from  1  to  2  pesetas  daily. 

"  A  Belgian  company  has  been  quite  recently  exploring  the 
district. 

"Don  Juan  Varela,  of  Lugo,  and  Don  Antonio  Vazquez,  of 
Pontevedra,  have  asked  for  large  claims  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 
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and  entered  into  negotiations  with  a  British  company  for  80,000/., 
but  it  is  stated  these  negotiations  fell  through. 

"  In  Becerrea  the  Lugo  International  Exploration  Syndicate, 
Limited,  is  also  working  and  developing  mines  with  much 
Activity. 

"  In  the  '  Valle  de  Oro/  '  Eia  de  Foz/  and  '  Espiiieira,'  in  the 
vicinity  of  Vivero,  there  are  traces  of  investigations  having  been 
made  many  years  ago,  and  the  German  mining  Engineer,  Schulz, 
stated  that  it  must  have  been  at  these  places  where  the  Bomans 
found  the  gold  which,  according  to  history,  they  took  from  this  , 
part  of  Spain. 

*'  Vivero,  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  which  bears  its  vItoto. 
name,  is  the  principal  town  of  the  district.     The  number  of  in- 
habitants is  calculated  as  follows  : — 


Town  of  Yiyero  •• 
Municipal  district  • . 
With  neighbourhood 


Number  of 
Inhabitants. 


4000 
18,000 
35,000 


*'  The  country  is  somewhat  mountainous,  but  Vivero  is  noted 
for  the  fertility  and  beauty  of  its  land,  and  the  rich  produce  of  its 
cultivation.  All  classes  of  fruit  grow  here,  the  climate  is  so  mild 
that  flowers  are  to  be  seen  throughout  the  winter,  specially 
Camelli£U3. 

"  The  vineyards  were  completely  destroyed  by  a  disease  named  Vines, 
oidium  many  years  ago;  but  great  efforts  are  being  made  to 
introduce  the  vine  known  as  American  vine.  Don  Marcelino 
Eodriguez  Franco,  Don  Pedro  Maimel  Trobo,  and  Don  Vicente 
Fernandez,  of  Vivero,  are  the  principal  persons  interested  in 
restoring  the  vine,  being  a  question  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  district. 

"  The  small  villages  of  Cillero,  Vicedo,  Puerto  de  San  Ciprian,  Sardine 
and  Foz,  at  a  distance  of  2,  16,  18,  and  38  kiloms.  respectively  ^*^8- 
from  Vivero,  are  all  employed  in  the  fishing  industries.  The 
sardine  fishing  is  most  important ;  there  are  more  than  50  fac- 
tories where  they  are  pressed  and  salted  in  barrels  and  exported 
to  all  parts  of  Spain,  the  principal  markets  being  Alicante, 
Valencia,  and  Barcelona.  The  prices  fluctuate  between  15  and 
20  pesetas  per  thousand. 

"  Anchovies  are  also  exported  to  Italy,  specially  to  Naples  and 
Genoa,  with  the  sardines.  The  firm  of  Simonetti  and  Co.  is  the 
largest  importer. 

"In   the  picturesque   valley  of    Chavin,  at   5    kiloms.  from^^*^" 
Vivero,  there  is  a  cotton  factory,  which,  utilising  a  waterfall  of        '^' 
60  horse-power  in  the  summer,  and  a  considerably  greater  one  in 
the  winter,  is  producing  at  present  electricity  for  the  lighting  of 
the  town  of  Vivero  with  incandescent  lamps  at  a  very  reduced  Electric 
price  per  candle.  lighting. 
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"There  are  also  saw  and  flour  mills,  and  a  factory  for  making 
articles  of  underclothing,  and  although  it  is  not  worked  on  a  large 
scale,  the  articles  manufactured,  such  as  stockings,  vests,  &c.,  &c.,. 
and  silk  clothing,  find  a  good  market  in  Madrid  and  Barcelona. 
All  the  machinery  came  from  France  and  Germany. 

"  About  1  kilom.  higher  up  from  this  factory  there  is  another 
waterfall  with  about  the  same  force  as  already  stated.  This  force  is 
not  as  yet  utilised,  but  the  concessionaires,  namely,  Don  Benigno 
Lopez  and  Don  Eamon  Z.  Diaz,  of  Vivero,  are  willing  to  sell  or 
form  a  syndicate  to  utilise  it  in  the  most  practicable  manner. 

"  Vivero  Bay  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  best  on  this  coast, 
situated  as  it  is  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  the  prevailing  winds  are 
those  from  the  north  and  north-east.  It  has  a  clear  bottom,  but 
owing  to  neglect,  quantities  of  sand  have  been  allowed  to  accumu- 
late. As  recently  as  last  summer  soundings  were  made  by  Sefior 
Don  Eamon  de  Sota,  of  Bilbao,  who  stated  that  close  to  land  there 
would  be  a  draught  of  10  metres  if  dredging  operations,  which 
would  cost  some  thousands  of  pesetas,  were  made. 

"With  one-tenth  of  the  money  spent  in  the  Bay  of  Bilbao,. 
Vivero  could  be  made  a  port  of  the  first  class  with  shelter  for  all 
classes  ^  of  steamers.  At  the  entrance  of  this  bay  and  on  the 
north-west  side  the  island  of  Gabeira  is  situated  and  parallel  with 
the  point  known  as  Testa  de  Ferro,  where  the  iron  lode  of 
Vivero  commences,  which  will  be  mentioned  later  on.  To  the 
east  of  this  island  and  almost  in  the  centre  of  the  bay  there  is  a 
shoal  known  by  the  name  of  Co,  which  may  be  dangerous  to 
large  steamers,  but  more  to  the  eastward  there  is  a  sufficient 
depth  for  all  steamers.  From  Testa  de  Ferro  to  the  extreme 
east  of  the  shoal  a  breakwater  could  be  made,  giving  complete 
shelter  to  the  port. 

"  The  iron  mines  of  this  district  commence  at  Testa  de  Ferro 
or  Punta  de  Socastro,  from  where  mineral  was  extracted  40  years 
ago  for  the  famous  Spanish  foundry  called  Eeal  Fabrica  de 
Sargadelos,  to-day  in  ruins. 

"  The  lode  takes  a  north-east  and  south-west  direction  visible 
for  about  15  kiloms.,  and  from  10  to  25  metres  in  breadth,  passing 
through  the  following  mines:— Maria,  Antonia,  Benigna,  Cortilla^ 
and  Trinidad.  These  mines  are  the  property  of  Don  Juan  Varela 
of  Lugo,  who  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  firm  of  Aznar 
of  Bilbao  for  650,000  pesetas.  After  making  some  investigations 
the  business,  however,  never  came  to  a  practicable  result,  but  an 
indemnification  of  10,000  pesetas  had  to  be  paid.  It  would 
appear  that  the  reason  why  the  firm  of  Aznar  did  not  continue 
with  this  business  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  mines  did  not  offer 
much  importance,  and  the  cessation  of  their  steamers  calling 
at  Vivero  to  take  the  mineral  of  the  Vivero  Iron  Ore  Company, 
Limited. 

"After  these  mines  and  in  the  district  known  as  Silvarosa 
a  Geiman  company  is  working  the  different  mines  of  that 
place. 

"  There  are  about  16  mines  altogether  called  Galicia  Primera, 
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up  to  Galicia  13  and  others.    These  are  the  only  mines  working 
«ince  the  month  of  December,  1900. 

"The first  year  this  company  exported  105,000  tons  in  Spanish 
steamers,  and  last  year  95,000  tons  in  Spanish  and  foreign  steamers, 
taking  all  the  mineral  to  Kotterdam. 

''  These  mines  are  about  5  kiloms.  from  the  place  of  loading, 
•and  the  mineral  is  carried  there  by  an  aerial  railway,  con- 
structed at  Leipzig,  and  it  is  supposed  to  be  the  best  furnished 
work  of  the  kind  in  the  whole  of  Spain. 

"  The  maximum  number  of  tons  of  mineral  capable  of  being 
brought  down  to  the  loading  pier  is  750  tons  daily,  but  as  there  are 
interruptions  the  average  number  of  tons  brought  down  daily  may 
be  calculated  at  400  tons. 

"  From  the  summit  of  the  mine  at  Silvarosa  to  the  level  of  the 
«ea  is  406  metres,  and  each  of  the  caldrons  takes  750  kilos,  of 
mineral. 

"  There  are  employed  in  this  mine  about  400  persons  (men, 
women,  and  children),  and  the  wages  vary  from  1  peseta  25  c.  to 
43  pesetas. 

"  The  class  of  workers  is  not  of  the  best.  The  quay  for  loading 
was  constructed  by  the  firm  of  Zorroza  of  Bilbao,  and  it  is  calcu- 
lated that  the  total  expenses  incurred  by  this  company  before 
loading  their  first  steanter  amounted  to  1,500,000  pesetas. 

"Following  up  the  lode   towards  the  interior  the  mines,  La  "LaRobada" 
Robada  and  Juana,  are  to  be  seen  having  a  surface  of  900,000  ^^^  "  Joana  ** 
square  metres,  and  lately  32,832  square  metres  have  been  added  ™*'*^' 
^t  a  distance  of  10  kiloms.  from  the  sea.     The  owners  of  these 
mines  are  Don  Manuel  and  Don  Juan  de   Barandica  y  Llano, 
heirs  of  Don  Eicardo  de  Llano,  residing  at  present  in  Bilbao,  and 
not    being    of  age,  their    guardian  is  Don   Ignacio    de    Arias 
Menchacatorre. 

"The  Spanish  mining  engineers,  Don  Eafael  Saenz  Diez, 
residing  at  Pontevedra  and  Don  Jos^  Bevilla  at  Le6n,  wrote 
H  report  on  these  mines  in  the  year  1900  by  request  of  the 
owners,  and  according  to  these  engineers  the  iron  of  Yivero 
may  be  divided  into  the  following  classes : — (i)  Magnetic  ;  (ii) 
brown  hematite ;  and  (iii)  siderites. 

"  The  magnetic  iron  predominates  in  the  mine  La  Robada,  and 
the  bix)wn  hematite  in  the  Juana. 

"  The  analyses  made  by  the  firm  of  Vve.  Chainaye  Discry  of  • 

Rotterdam  gave  the  following  percentage : — Iron,  5330  per  cent. ; 
phosphorus,  1*15  per  cent. 

"Then,  in  turn,  follow  the  mines  called  La  Dolores  and  La  "La Dolores" 
Carolina,  the  property  of  Don  Jos6  Paz.     The  former  situated  Jf ^  **.  ^„ 
2  kiloms.  from  Vivero  and  the  latter  at  a  greater  distance.    No  ^"^^"^• 
work  has  been  done  to  develop  these  mines,  but  with  the  other 
two  mines  at  Incio  they  have  been  offered  to  a  British  Com- 
pany for  1,200,000  pesetas.      The   negotiations  are  still  going 
on»  and  about  a  month  ago  an  engineer  went  there  to  inspect 
them. 

"  To  the  (Bast  of  the  iron  lode,  which  is  being  described  and 
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9  kiloms.  approximately  from  the  mine  Juana  (already  men- 
tioned), the  mine  Sebrau  containing  120,000  square  metres  is 
situated. 

**  After  the  limits  of  the  mine  Juana  the  iron  lode  cannot  be 
traced  for  a  distcince  of  11  kiloms.,  but  re-appears  with  the  same 
characteristics  at  Muras  at  a  distance  from  Vivero  of  26  kiloms. 
Engineers  from  Bilbao  are  exploring  the  district  in  order  to  find 
the  lode,  and  it  is  stated  that  they  have  traces  of  it,  others  hoping 
the  lode  will  be  found  have  denounced  the  three  mines — Miflo, 
Sil,  and  Cabe. 

"  The  mining  district  has  been  divided  into  four  zones,  viz., 
Muras,  YiUalba,  the  Coast,  and  Incio. 

"  The  heirs  of  Don  Ricardo  llano  have  in  the  zone  of  Muras 
seven  mines,  and  the  well-known  firm  of  Don  Eamon  de  Sota,  of 
Bilbao,  are  inspecting  them;  and  it  is  also  reported  that  more 
mining  claims  will  be  given  this  summer  in  this  part. 

"  In  the  zone  of  Villalba  it  is  noted  that  the  iron  lode  branches 
out  in  different  directions ;  one  of  the  branches  seems  to  go  towards 
Baamonde,  where  the  mineral  is  being  extracted  and  negotiations 
are  being  conducted  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  reduced  railway 
tariff  from  the  Compafiia  del  Norveste  de  Espana,  to  send  the  iron 
ore  to  Corunna,  the  port  of  shipment. 

"  There  are  many  mines  in  this  zone,  the  greater  part  owned 
by  the  heirs  of  Don  Bicardo  de  Llano.  A  syndicate  has  also  been 
formed,  Maseda  y  Compafiia  owning  the  mines  Inesperada,  Segunda 
Isabel,  and  La  Schulz.  It  is  alleged  that  this  zone  is  full  of  iron 
ore,  and  it  has  not  been  completely  explored,  the  reason  for  this 
being  the  want  of  capital ;  and  also  that,  owing  to  the  quantity  of 
phosphorus  which  the  iron  contains,  it  had  no  sale  until  the 
'Thomas'  system  was  introduced,  by  means  of  which  the 
phosphorus  can  be  utilised. 

"  The  railroad  schemes  are  most  important  for  the  province  of 
Lugo.  The  principal  cause  why  Vivero  has  been  left  so  much 
behind  from  a  commercial  and  industrial  point  of  view  is  because 
it  has  no  railroad  communications  with  the  main  line  from  Madrid 
to  Corunna. 

"  A  railroad  connecting  Vivero  with  any  of  the  three  stations, 
Lugo,  Bibade,  or  Baamonde,  would  give  an  immense  impulse  to 
its  commerce  and  mines.  Don  Bicardo  de  Llano  had  a  project  to 
make  a  railroad  from  Vivero  to  Baamonde.  The  engineer,  Don 
Pedro  Aznar  y  Aznar,  made  the  plans,  and  as  far  as  the  mine 
Eobada  (already  mentioned)  all  expenses,  such  as  expropriation  of 
lands  and  houses  through  which  the  railway  was  to  pass,  have 
been  paid.  Unfortunately,  at  this  juncture,  Don  Ricardo  died  and 
the  preliminary  works  stopped.  His  wife,  however,  Dofia  Elvira 
de  Llano,  approved  the  plans  presented  to  her  by  another  engineer, 
Don  Rafael  Saenz  Diez,  to  make  this  railway,  but  before  the 
contract  was  signed  she  also  died.  The  heirs,  who  live  in  Bilbao, 
decided  not  to  continue  making  the  railroad,  but  sell  the  mines 
instead,  as  soon  as  possible,  by  public  auction. 

"  The  necessity,  however,  of  making  the  railroad  is  much  felt, 
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akid  for  the  following  reasons  would  pmve  of  the  greatest  utility 
to  Vivero : — 

"  (i)  All  the  ports  of  Galicia  connected  by  railroad  to  the  main 
line  send  fish  in  large  quantities  to  Madrid  and  other  interior 
towns.  Vivero  is  unable  to  do  this  although  the  sardines  caught 
here  (with  the  exception  of  Santander)  are  the  best  in  the 
Peninsula. 

"(ii)  Vigo  and  the  neighbouring  ports  have  more  than  60 
fishincT  steamers,  whilst  Vivero,  owing  to  the  want  of  transport 
facilities,  is  without  one. 

"  (iii)  Lobsters  and  various  classes  of  shell-fish  are  exported  to 
Brest  in  small  sailing  vessels,  after  having  been  kept  here  in 
vivaries  made  on  purpose,  but  often  dying  during  the^ summer  aud 
in  low  tides.  With  a  railroad  connecting  the  main  line,  these 
lobstors,  &c.,  could  be  sent  direct  to  the  Paris  market  in  much 
less  time. 

*'  (iv)  The  Vivero  beach,  known  by  the  name  of  Cobas,  may  be 
considered  as  good  as  any  in  Spain,  and  owing  to  its  great  length 
and  the  fine  quality  of  its  sands  it  offers  a  good  bathing  place. 
During  the  summer  time  a  great  number  of  persons,  from  all  parts 
of  the  interior  of  Spain,  go  for  the  bathing  season  to  Villagarcia, 
Vigo,  Bayonne,  Corufia,  and  Marin,  and  yet  no  visitors  go  to 
Vivero,  which  possesses  a  beach  by  far  superior  to  any  of  these 
places  owing  to  the  want  of  a  railroad.  This  railway  could  be 
made  under  favourable  conditions,  for  although  it  would  have  to 
cut  through  mountainous  regions,  the  ground  being  State  property, 
facilities  would  be  given  by  the  Spanish  Government. 

"  The  Spanish  Government  has  lately  presented  in  Parliament 
a  plan  for  the  construction  of  railways  which,  if  carried  out,  will 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  various  mining  companies.  It  is  also 
of  interest  to  know  that  the  different  waterfalls  to  be  found  near 
Vivero  and  one  close  to  the  River  Sor,  owned  by  Don  Antonio 
Junoy,  representative  of  the  well-known  Barcelona  firm,  Marftima 
Terrestre,  constructors  of  the  iron  bridge  at  Barquero  which 
unites  the  provinces  of  Lugo  and  Corunna,  together  with  other 
waterfalls  to  be  found  at  Muras,  are  under  study  with  a  view  to 
making  an  electric  railway,  and,  judging  by  the  recent  local  papers, 
the  Orense-Vigo  Railway  Company  are  seriously  studying  this 
question. 

"  The  third  zone  is  situated  between  Vivero,  Mondofiedo,  and  Minanl  tone 
the  province  of  Asturias,  all  along  the  coast     The  chief  mineral  ^^  *^^«  «>»«*^- 
centre  being  at  Villaodrid,  where  a  company  from  Bilbao,  called  ViUaodrid, 
Compafiia  Minora  de  Villaodrid.  and  having  the  offices  at  Bilbao,  ^^™^"*"^ 
will  soon  be  working.     Nearly  a  year  and  a-half  ago  the  works  for 
constructing  a  railway  from  Villaodrid  to  Ribadeo  commenced  and  Villaodrid  to 
will  be  completed  this  year.  Ribadao 

"  There  are  also  in  this  zone  the  following  mines :   Pichooa,  ™*  ^^^' 
Arrojo,  Fojas,  and  Teijeiro,  the  property  of  Don  Ricardo  Llano. 

''  Throughout  this  district  iron  ore,  tin  and  copper  are  to  be  Mondofledo 
found.    DoQ  Ramon  Insua,  of  Mondofiedo,  and  Sefior  Echevarria,  **"  *"d   . 
of  Bilbao,  are  interested  in  developing  the  copper  and  tin  mines.     ®*^PP®'  mmw. 
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Incio.  "  The  mineral  zone  of  Incio  is  by  far  the  most  important,  ami 

the  iron  ore  is  chiefly  to  be  found  at  Quiroga  and  Sarria,  not  far 
from  the  railway  station  of  Monforte. 

"  Many  concessions  have  been  given  to  private  persons  and 
syndicates  to  work  mines,  and  there  is  quite  a  mining  fever  raging 
with  regard  to  the  untold  wealth  which  this  district  is  supposed  to 
possess.  Only  recently  an  engineer  from  Cataluna  solicited  from 
the  Spanish  Government  1,000,000  square  metres  of  ground  for 
mining  operations. 

"  The  following  analyses  of  the  iron  in  this  zone  have  been 
obtained  by  the  mining  engineers  Sefiores  Saenz  and  Revilla : — 


Per  Cent. 


»*Cabe';iode  .. 
**  Boquifl  "  lode  . . 
"Pradela8"lode 


KeUpar  and  "  Before  concluding  the  report  on  the  mines  of  Lugo,  it  may 

kaolin.  be  stated  that  all  along  the  coast  (an  extension  of  77  kiloms., 

from  Barquero  to  Rivadeo)  refractory  clays,  felspar  and  kaolin 
are  to  be  found;  and  much  activity  is  observed  in  extracting 
these  earths.  On  the  west  side  of  the  River  Foz,  in  the  parish 
of  Villaronte,  and  40  kiloms.  from  Vivero  and  21  kiloms.  from 
Ribadeo  the  chief  producing  ground  for  these  minerals  are  to  be 
found.  The  present  owners  being  Don  Ramon  Z.  Diaz  and  Co., 
who  export  small  quantities  of  kaolin  for  the  factory  of  Se&ores 
Labiada  y  Campaiiia  of  Gij6n. 

"  At  Burela,  close  to  Cape  Burela,  refractory  clays  are  to  be 
found  in  lai-ge  quantities ;  and,  in  former  times,  they  were  utilised 
by  the  National  Factory  of  Arms  (Fabrica  Nacional  de  Armas), 
of  Trubia  (Asturias),  and  also  by  the  delft-ware  and  foundry  of 
SargadeloB,  at  3  kiloms.  from  Vivero. 

"  The  owner  of  part  of  these  clay-producing  soils,  Don  NicolAs 
Diaz,  has  been  supplying  the  factory  of  Mariano  Pola,  of  Gij6n, 
for  several  years  at  the  rate  of  14  to  15  pesetas  the  1,000  kilos. 

"  Messrs.  Enrique  Hermanos,  of  Burela,  manufacture  refractory 
tiles,  and  are  at  present  making  in  the  port  of  Burela  new  furnaces 
by  means  of  which  they  are  improving  their  produce.  Last  year 
a  company  was  formed  named  Ceramica  de  Sargadelos,  with  a 
capital  of  500,000  pesetas,  to  manufacture  tiles,  cups,  plates  and 
basins,  and  similar  articles.  They  are  at  present  constructing  the 
factory,  the  machinery  is  of  French  and  German  origin.  They 
purpose  making  3,000  plates  and  cups  daily  and  selling  them 
at  6  c.  each. 

"  Close  to  the  port  of  San  Ciprian  and  13  kiloms.  from  Vivero 
kaolin  is  to  be  found,  and  the  owners  of  the  ground  containing  it, 
Don    Ramon    Z.    Diaz   y   Compania,   export  it  in    considerable 
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quantities  to  Seville  for  the  manufactory  of  Don  Manuel  Mata, 
and  sell  at  25  pesetas  the  ton  of  1,000  kilos. 

**Not  far  from  the  port  of  Barquero  there  are  also  two 
argillaceous  mines  being  the  property  of  Dona  Maria  J.  Rckman 
owner  of  the  delft-ware  factory  named  La  Cartuja,  of  Seville, 
which  takes  annually  from  these  two  mines  600  to  800  tons  of 
clay. 

"Felspar  is  also  to  be  found  near  Vivero,  and  in  the  years 
1840-60  it  was  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

"  The  Gij6n  Factory  of  Seftor  Don  Mariano  Pola  has  given  an 
order  for  2,000  cwts.  of  felspar  which  will  be  delivered  during  this 
spring. 

"  The  province  of  Leon  possesses,  besides  iron  ore,  coal  mines.    J^^- 

"The  iron  mines  named  Goto  de  Parada  and  Solana  have  a  Combination 
lode  of  25  kiloms.  in  length.     A  syndicate  to  work  these  mines  ?^  <»*^.*»d 
was  formed,  not  long  ago,  at  Bilbao  with  a  capital  of  60,000,000"^""^*"***' 
pesetas  according  to  the  circulars  issued ;  but  up  to  the  present, 
work  has  not  commenced.     As  in  Galicia  there  are  no  coal  mines 
as  yet  worthy  of  the  name,  it  is  a  question  of  great  interest  and 
importance  the  study  of  the  combination  of  the  iron  mines  of 
Gralicia  and  the  coal  mines  of  Le6n  with  a  view  to  examine  whether 
it  would  be  more  practicable  to  make  smelting  furnaces,  or  to 
export  the  iron  ore  in  its  natural  state.     In  Muiias  de  Paredes 
and  in  Ponferrada,  there  are  32  coal  mines,  with  597  '  pertenencias.' 
Each  '  pertenencia '  is  equal  to  10,000  square  metres." 
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Bqm-t  on  the  Trade  and  Coinrruyree  of  the  Consular  Distnet  of 
Cadiz  for  the  Year  1901 

By  Mb.  Consul  Vecqueray. 

(Beceired  at  Foreign  Office,  April  12, 1902.) 

Throughout  the  district  of  Cadiz  trade  in  general  during  the  General 
year  1901  was  somewhat  brisker  than  during  recent  years.  remarks. 

The  total  receipts  at  the  custom-house  were  4,500,000  pesetas  OuBtom^ 
showing  an  increase  of  500,000  pesetas  over  the  receipts  in  the  '^^^P**- 
year  1900.  The  number  of  "  despachos  "  (or  declarations  made  out 
at  the  custom-house  to  clear  goods  imported)  was  3,500,  or  some 
1,500  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  great  hopes  are  enter- 
tamed  that  the  projected  improvements  of  the  harbour  referred  to 
later  on  in  this  report,  will  be  carried  out,  that  fresh  orders  for 
new  ships  wiU  be  placed  with  the  shipbuflding  firms  in  Cadiz  and 
that,  m  consequence,  the  general  trade  of  the  port  of  Cadiz  will  be 
brighter  and  better  in  the  near  future  than  it  has  been  for  manv 
years  past.  ^ 

The  quantities  of  the  principal  articles  of  import  into  Cadiz  Importi. 
trom  foreign  countries  during  1901  are  given  in  Annex  B  (p  11) 
It  wiU  be  seen  that  imports  in  1901  diow  a  general  decrease  as 
compared  with  those  in  1900,  only  excepting  such  articles  as 
cement,  iron  tubes  and  steel,  paints  and  oils,  and  coflfee,  in  respect 
of  each  of  which  there  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  quaut^ies 
imported. 

*    i^^^^o^^^^'^y^fo^  imported  into  Cadiz  in  1901  amounted  Coal* 
to  65,480  tons,  or  4,222  tons  less  than  in  1900.    From  the  ports 
in  the  North  of  Spain,  Gijon  and  Avilfe,  22,031  tons  were  imparted 
showing  an  increase  on  the  preceding  year  of  1,297  tons,  whereas 
from  Cardiff  and  Newcastle  the  amount  of  coal  imported  was  onlv 
43,449  or  5,519  tons  less   than  in  1900.     The  Spanish    Tras- 
atlantica  Company  continue  to  be  the  largest  importers  of  coal  in 
the  district  of  Cadiz ;  during  1901  this  company  imported  7  022 
tons  from  Cardiff,  158  tons  from  Newcastle,  and  the  whole  amount 
of  coal  that  was  imported  into  Cadiz  from  Spanish  mines   viz 
22,031  tons.     The  rest  of  the  Cardiff  and  Newcastle  coal  was 
consigned  to  different  firms,  chiefly  to  the  two  gas-electric  com- 
panics  established  in  this  city. 
-(50)  A2  - 
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Exports. 

Wine. 


Plijlloxera. 


SalU 


Bzporlation 
of  salt. 


Coal  freights  from  Newcastle  which  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  were  8s.  Sd,  fell,  after  some  fluctuations,  to  6s.  3d,  whilst 
freights  from  CardiflF  averaged  during  the  year  about  7s.  per  ton. 

The  quantity  of  wine  exported  from  Cadiz  during  the  year 
1901  showed  a  perceptible  decrease  on  that  exported  in  the 
previous  year.  The  total  quantity  shipped  was  41,030  butts, 
OS  compared  with  49,497  butts  in  1900,  and  51,951  butts  in 
1899.  Of  the  41,030  butts  exported,  6,903  butts  were  from  Port 
St  Mary,  and  34,127  butts  from  Jerez.  Each  butt  contains  from 
108  to  110  gallons. 

The  phylloxera  continues  to  make  headway,  and  its  ravages 
are  felt  annually  more  and  more.  All  efforts  to  check  the  disease 
seem  to  be  unavailing. 

The  exportation  of  salt  from  Cadiz  during  the  year  1901  was 
91,198  lasts,  showing  an  increase  of  30,409^  lasts  over  the  quantity 
exported  in  1900.  Although  these  figures  do  not  equal  the 
95,025^  lasts  exported  during  1899,  there  is  little  doubt  that, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  general  strike  which  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  broke  out  amongst  the  labourers  connected  with  the  salt 
industry,  the  amount  of  salt  exported  would  have  shown  a  decided 
increase,  as  compared  with  even  the  year  1899. 

The  quantities  of  salt  shipped  to  the  different  markets  during 
the  year  1901,  as  compared  with  that  shipped  during  1900,  are 
shown  by  the  following  table : 


Destination. 

Qnaatitjr. 

1900. 

1901. 

Northern  Europe 

Newfoundland 

Biyer  Plate           

BmsU         

Other  destinations. 

LasU. 

8,188» 

14,277 

26,068 

4,068 

2,060 

Lasts. 

C,407* 

21,117* 

44,289* 

5,220 

1.980* 

Total  to  foreign  countries    .  • 
Exported  to  Spanish  ports  •• 

49,6601 
11,188 

78,916 
12,288 

Total 

60,788i 

01,198 

MoTement  of 
the  stock. 


The  production  of  salt  in  1901  exceeded  that  of  1900  by 
27,645  lasts;  the  following  figures  show  the  movement  of  the 
stock  of  salt  during  the  past  year : — 


Quantity. 

Salt  in  hand  on  Januaiy  1, 1901.  •         • . 
Produced  during  1901 

Lasts. 
258,088 
106,827 

Total  • 

Quantity  exported  in  1901 

869,865 
91,198 

In  hand  on  January  1, 1902    . . 

268,667 
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As  may  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table,  there  was  a  Salt  freights 
slight  decrease  in  the  rates  of  freight  for  salt  that  ruled  during 
1901  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year : — 


Per  Ton. 

1900. 

1901. 

Prom— 

To— 

From— 

To- 

Brazil 

Birer  Plafce      •  •         •  • 
Newfoundland . . 
West  ooast  of  England 
Sootland  and  Shetland 

£    #.    d, 
15    0 
0  14    0 
0    9    0 
0    7    0 
0    9    0 

£    #.    d, 
1  11    0 
10    0 
0  14    0 
0    8    0 
0  12    0 

£    #.    d. 
18    0 
0  14    6 
0    9    9 
0    7    0 
0    8    6 

£    #.    d. 
18    6 
0  19    0 
0  12    0 
0    8    6 
0  10    6 

The  price  of  salt  which  up  to  1900  was  24  pesetas  (about  145.)  p^j^^  of  salt* 
per  last  placed  alongside  the  vessel,  fell  during  the  year  to 
22  pesetas  (about  12^.  lid.)  per  last,  owing  to  the  keen  competi- 
•  tion  of  salt  of  Italian  and  Portuguese  production. 

The  fig  crop  was  good,  and   the   quantity   exported  shows  Figs, 
an  increase  of  259  tons  over  that  in  the  preceding  year.    Of  the 
1,425  tons  shipped  in  1901,  546  tons  were  sent  to  Denmark,  404 
tons  to  Germany,  230  tons  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  rest  to 
Belgium,  Norway  and  South  America. 

There  was  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  export  of  canary  seed  Canary  seed, 
during  the  past  year.  The  total  amount  exported  in  1901  was 
165  tons,  as  compared  with  70  tons  in  1900,  and  100  tons  in  1899. 
Of  the  total  quantity  exported  in  1901,  the  United  Kingdom  took 
103  tons,  and  the  remaining  62  tons  went  to  Cuba,  France,  and 
the  Canary  Islands. 

The  number  of  tunny  fish  caught  in  the  vicinity  of  Cadiz  in  Tunnj  fish. 
1901  was  only  67,800.  This  shows  a  faHing-off  of  25,300  in  com- 
parison with  the  number  caught  in  1900.  The  greater  part,  after 
being  cured,  was  sent  to  Italy,  where  it  sold  at  about  4/.  Is.  2d. 
per  barrel  of  220  lbs.  A  smaU  quantity  of  this  fish  is  also  shipped 
to  the  East  Coast  of  Spain. 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  amount  of  olives  exported  OliyeD. 
from  Cadiz  in  1901.     Only  2,280  tons  were  shipped  in  that  year 
as  against  2,730  tons  in  1900.    The  best  markets  were  Cuba  and 
the  Argentine  Eepublic,  which  took  1,126  and  750  tons  respec- 
tively ;  the  United  Kingdom  took  20  tons  only. 

The  total  amount  of  olive  oil  shipped  in  1901  was  2,919  tons,  OliyeoiL 
as  compared  with  3,700  tons  in  1900,  thus  showing  a  falling-ofT 
of  781  tons.    As  in  previous  years,  Cuba  and  the  South  American 
Eepublics  took  the  greater  part  of  this  article  of  export 

It  has  been  found  impossible  to  obtain   any  statistics  with  ^^"^^^  *°^ 
respect  to  the  export  of  corkwood  and  ready-made  corks  during  ^^J*"**** 
the  year  1901.    From  information  received  it  would  appear  that 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  this  export  over  that  in  1900.    The 
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duty  on  the  export  of  corkwood  is  heavy,  whereas  there  is  no  duty 
on  that  of  ready-made  corks,  and  this  may  etccount  for  the  statistics 
of  the  custom-house  being  unreliable  as  regards  cork  in  general, 
which  is  shipped  in  considerable  quantities  from  Cadiz. 

The  total  number  of  merchant  vessels  entering  the  port  of 
Cadiz  during  the  year  1901  was  2,777,  of  1,742,320  tons  net 
i-egister,as  compared  with  2,616  vessels,  of  1,584,826  tons,  in  1900, 
and  2,660  vessels,  of  1,532,087  tons,  in  1899. 

The  number  of  Spanish  vessels  visiting  this  port  in  1901  shows 
an  increase  of  125  vessels  and  128,466  tons  over  1900,  and  135 
ships  and  251,213  tons  over  1899. 

The  number  of  ships  of  all  other  nationalities,  which  in  1900 
was  only  534  with  311,803  tons,  amounted  in  1901  to  570  vessels 
with  340,831  tons,  showing  an  increase  of  36  ships  and  29,028 
tons,  the  increased  tonnage  being  chiefly  British. 

During  1901, 270  British  ships,  of  139,200  tons,  visited  this  port, 
as  compared  with  241  vessels,  of  132,500  tons,  in  1900 ;  this  shows 
an  increase  of  29  vessels  and  6,700  tons.  Of  the  270  vessels, 
175  came  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  Colonies,  the  remainder 
coming  from  foreign  ports. 

The  total  quantity  of  coal  imported  into  Cadiz  in  1901  in 
British  vessels  amounted  to  37,635  tons,  as  against  32,488  tons  in 
1900,  showing  an  increase  of  5,147  tons.  Of  the  37,635  tons  im- 
ported in  1901  only  128  tons  came  from  the  North  of  Spain,  the 
rest  having  come  from  Newcastle  (20,713  tons)  and  Cardiff 
(16,794  tons). 

The  number  of  vessels  was  34,  of  19,561  tons,  as  compared 
with  42  vessels,  of  18,157  tons,  in  1900 ;  it  may  be  noted  that 
although  there  was  a  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  ships,  the 
individual  tonnage  of  the  vessels  increased. 

By  a  Royal  Decree,  which  appeared  in  the  "  Gaceta  de  Madrid  " 
on  December  8,  1901,  vessels  trading  to  Spain  or  to  Spanish 
Colonies  have  to  pay  duty  on  the  quantities  they  carry  of  certain 
articles  of  provisions,  after  deducting  the  amounts  allowed  for  the 
use  of  the  crew  and  passengers  during  the  ship's  stay  in  Spanish 
ports. 

Before  this  Eoyal  Decree  was  issued  the  excess  of  provisions 
had  always  been  sealed  up  by  the  custom-house  officers  in  order 
to  prevent  smuggling,  but  had  never  been  taxed. 

Annex  C  shows  the  articles  of  provisions  taxable,  the  quan- 
tities allowed  for  officers  and/or  passengers  per  diem,  those  allowed 
for  seamen,  and  the  duty  payable. 

A  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  Cortes  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment in  November  last,  providing  for  the  payment  in  gold  of  the 
import  and  export  duties  on  certain  articles,  and  the  new  law  came 
into  force  on  December  1. 

The  following  are  the  articles  on  which,  according  to  the  Bill, 
duties  must  be  paid  in  gold : — Coal  and  coke ;  petroleum  and 
mineral  oils ;  oleonaphtha,  vaseline,  mineral  lubricating  oils,  and 
mixtures  of  these  products  with  animal  or  vegetable  oOs  or  fats ; 
benzine,  gasoline,  and  similar  products ;  coaches,  berlins,  and  other 
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carriages ;  steel  or  iron,  or  composite  vessels  of  any  tonnage ;  cod 
and  stock  fish ;  fish  powder ;  wheat  and  wheat  flour ;  cer^ds  not 
separately  tariffed ;  cocoa  and  coffee  from  all  countries,  prepared 
or  not;  tea,  yerba  mat^,  cinnamon,  pepper,  cloves,  and  other 
spices  ;  wines  of  all  kinds,  in  barrels  or  in  bottles. 

The  duties  on  these  articles  are,  however,  subject  to  certain 
reductions  dependent  on  the  average  rate  of  exchange  or  premium 
in  Madrid  upon  bills  at  sight  on  Paris.  The  average  rate  of  ex- 
change, and  the  reduction  to  be  made  on  payments  of  duties 
during  the  following  half-month,  are  fixed  by  the  Minister  of 
Finance  on  the  15th  and  last  days  of  each  month. 

A    credit    of     250,000    pesetas    has    recently    been    voted  Harbour 
by  the  Cortes  for v  the  improvement  of  the  port  of  Cadiz,  and  ^orks. 
the  Government  are  being  hard  pressed  by  the  local  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  by  the  Diputacion  Provincial,  and  others,  to  grant  a 
further  sum  of  250,000  pesetas  for  the  same  object 

The  Board  of  Harbour  Works  has  been  officially  constituted, 
and  is  composed  of  the  leading  persons  interested  in  shipping  and 
commerce  in  Cadiz.  The  Government,  it  is  understood,  will  grant 
this  Board  the  20,000  pesetas  which  they  receive  annually 
from  the  Andalucian  Kailway  Company  for  the  lease  of  the  pier 
and  the  warehouse  at  Puntales,  which  in  that  case  would  become 
the  property  of  the  Board, 

As  the  amount  required  to  carry  out  a  thorough  improvement 
of  the  port  is  far  in  excess  of  the  credit  voted  by  the  Government 
the  only  scheme  that  is  likely  to  be  undertaken  for  the  present  is 
the  lengthening  of  the  San  Felipe  breakwater,  the  dredging  round 
the  present  quay,  so  as  to  allow  vessels  of  1,500  or  2,000  tons  to 
come  alongside,  and  the  erection  of  electric  or  steam  cranes  to 
facilitate  loading  and  discharging  operations. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  will  be  a  great  improvement  on  the 
present  state  of  things,  and,  although  it  does  not  meet  the  require- 
ments of  Cadiz,  will  be  a  step  towards  regaining  for  this  port  its 
lost  importance. 

The  production  of  the  beet  sugar  factory  in  1900  was  only  indu«trie«. 
583  sacks,  and  the  smallness  of  the  quantity  was  chiefly  due  to  the  Sugar, 
fact  that,  for  various  reasons,  operations  were  not  commenced  till  '^^ 
late  in  the  year.     In  1901,  however,  the  output  amounted  tOTere«w?* 
7,265  sacks  or  399j^  tons,  and  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a 
further  increase  during  the  next  season. 

The  average  price  at  which  the  sugar  sold  was  54  pesetas  75  c. 
per  sack  of  56  kilos,  or  32^.  2d.  per  123^  lbs.  at  the  exchange  of 
34  pesetas  per  H  The  company  own  some  2,500  acres  of  land, 
and  the  number  of  labourers  employed  onr  the  estate  is  350,  of 
whom  150  work  in  the  fields  and  200  in  the  factory. 

A  new  industry  was  started  a  few  years  ago  to  utilise  the  Chemical 
ammoniacal  liquor  from  the  gas  works  of  Cadiz  by  making  liquid  ™«*nu''e 
ammonia  and  sulphate  of  ammonia  from  it.     The    increasing  ^^'  '* 
demand  in  this  district  for  these  articles   may  be  realised  by 
looking  at  the  following  figures  which  show  the   production  of 
the  works  year  by  year  since  they  started  operations : — 
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Year 

Liquid 

Sulphate 

Ammonia. 

of  Ammonia. 

TODB. 

Tona. 

1897 

54 

Nil 

1898 

45 

58 

1899 

44 

72 

1900 

••         ••         ••         •• 

44 

76 

1901 

50 

80 

Deoreaae  in 
manures  from 
the  United 
Kingdom. 


Shipbuilding 
jarda. 

«La 

Oonftmctora 
Naval 
Eepafiola." 


The 

"  Estrema- 

dura." 


The  liquid  ammonia  is  principally  consumed  in  the  sherry 
district  where  it  is  used  for  preparing  casks  by  the  "  Ivison " 
process,  whilst  sulphate  of  ammonia  is  sold  in  the  beetroot  growing 
districts. 

The  number  of  gas  works  established  in  Spain  is  considerable, 
but  the  number  of  those  which  dispose  of  ammoniacal  liquor 
for  use  can  probably  be  counted  on  one's  fingers.  The  consequence 
of  this  waste,  which  is  due  more  especially  to  the  difficulty  of 
transport  and  to  the  scarcity  of  sulphuric  acid,  is  that  whereas 
some  30,000  tons  of  liquid  ammonia  and  sulphate  of  ammonia  are 
annually  consumed  in  Spain,  not  more  than  about  3,000  tons,  or 
one-tenth  of  the  whole  quantity,  are  produced  in  the  country 
itself. 

A  few  years  ago  all  the  chemical  manures  that  were  imported 
into  Spain  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but  now  the-  greater 
part  comes  from  Germany  and  the  quantity  imported  from  the 
United  Kingdom  ia  smaller  every  year. 

This  rapid  decrease  may  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  Grerman 
firms  more  frequently  send  travellers  to  visit  the  consuming 
districts.  They  thus  keep  in  touch  with  their  customers;  get 
to  know  them  and  their  requirements  better;  and  consequently 
are  in  a  position  to  give  greater  facilities  than  British  manu- 
facturers. 

During  the  year  1901  little  activity  was  to  be  seen  in  the  ship- 
building yards  of  Cadiz. 

The  company  called  "  La  Constructora  Naval  Espaiiola "  did 
not  enter  into  any  new  contracts  or  commence  building  any  new 
ships,  and  all  the  work  done  during  the  past  year  reduced  itself  to 
the  completion  of  three  out  of  the  five  vessels  that  were  already 
building  in  1900.  As  r^ards  the  other  two  vessels  mentioned  in 
the  report  for  the  preceding  year  as  being  in  the  hands  of  this 
company,  very  little  progress  was  made  in  the  past  year. 

The  cruiser  "  Estremadura,"  built  for  the  Spanish  Navy  by 
"  La  Constructora  Naval  Espanola,"  had  her  machinery,  &a,  com- 
pletely fitted  up  during  the  year,  and  has  already  undergone  her 
official  trials  with  satisfactory  results.  At  half  power  she 
registered  14  knots,  which  leads  one  to  suppose  that  at  full  power 
the  required  20  knots  will  be  attained.  The  order  for  eight  of  the 
12  quick-firing  guns  that  will  complete  her  armament  has  already 
been  placed  with  Messrs.  Vickers  Sons  and  Maxim,  of  Barrow-in- 
Furness,  who  have  also  supplied  the  boilers. 
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The  tugboat  of  about  130  tons,  launched  in  1900,  was  com-  Two  tug- 
■pleted  last  year  and  delivered  to  the  Harbour  Board  of  the  Port  of  ^^*^*- 
Seville  where  it  has  been  working  for  the  past  few  months. 

The  other  tugboat  of  350  tons  and  650  horse-power  referred  to 
in  the  last  report  as  being  built  for  the  Spanish  Government  was 
4ilso  completed,  and  during  her  official  trials,  which  took  place 
recently,  a  speed  of  13  knots  was  maintained.    . 

She  will  be  sent  for  service  in  the  Government  dockyard  at 
Ferrol. 

Very  little  progress  was  made  in  the  building  of  the  two  Two  steamen 
•cargo    steamers,    of    about    3,400    tons    dead  -  weight    carrying  ^[,^^**^^ 
-capacity,  which  are  being  built  for  the  Vasco  Gaditana  Company,  Company, 
one  of  the  new  shipping  companies  lately  floated  in  Cadiz.    How- 
-ever,  it  is  expected  that  one  of  the  two  will  be  launched  during 
the  coming  summer. 

As  mentioned  in  the  last  report  the  '*  Jos^  Aramburu  Gaditana  Shioballding 
-Company,"  one  of  the  newly  formed  shipping  companies,  placed  **  ^^  ^<^^^ 
their  order  for  a  steamer  with  the  Compafiia  Trasatlantica  last  compafiia 
year,  and,  although  the  keel  was  laid  down  only  a  few  months  ago,  Trasatlantica. 
•considerable  progress  has    been  made  in  her  construction;  her The"Jo8^^^ 
double  bottom  is  completely  finished ;  the  watertight  bulkheads  -^^^^^i-" 
^re  plated ;   the  frames  are  in  their  respective  places  and  it  is 
-expected  that  the  vessel  will  be  launched  early  in  the  month  of 
-June. 

All  the  materials  and  steel  used  in  the  building  of  this  steamer 
have  been  purchased  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  bow,  the  stern- 
post,  the  stem-tube  and  the  shafting  were  made  in  Scotland  and 
have  already  arrived,  and  the  machinery,  developing  1,000  horse- 
power, which  has  been  made  by  Messrs.  Lobnitz  and  Co.,  of  Renfrew, 
is  quite  ready  and  is  expected  here  very  shortly. 

The  dimensions  of  the  new  ship  are  as  follows :  length  279  feet 
10  inches,  breadth  41  feet,  and  depth  18  feet  6  inches.  She  is 
being  built  under  the  survey  and  inspection  of  Lloyd's  Registry  of 
British  and  Foreign  Shipping  to  obtain  their  highest  class,  and  her 
-dead-weight  capacity  will  be  3,400  tons. 

Thei-e  are  also  three  steel  cargo  barges  in  course  of  construction  Three  steel 
for  the    Trasatlantica    Company's    own    use    in    Manila.      The  ^^^  bargei. 
dimensions  of  these  barges  are:  length  82  feet,  breadth  24  feet 
4  inches,  depth  6  feet  7  inches,  with  a  dead-weight  capacity  of 
280  tons  each.     As  in  the  case  of  the  "  Jos6  Aramburu  "  all  the 
materials  for  these  boats  have  come  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Besides  the  building  of  these  boats,  numerous  and  important 
repairs  to  the  ships  of  the  company's  own  fleet  have  been  carried 
out. 

It  is  hoped  that  fresh  orders  will  soon  be  given  to  this  ship- 
building yard,  and  that  the  number  of  workmen  employed  at  these 
works,  which  at  present  is  1,200,  will  be  raised  to  2,000  or  even 
more. 

Much  satisfaction  has  been  given  by  the  fact  that  during  the  Publicworki. 
past  year  the  Andalucian  Railway  Company  have  at  length  com- 
menced to  build  a  new  station  in  Cadiz  to  replace  the  old  wooden 
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A  new  zaUway  station  which  was  erected  as  a  temporary  concern  some  40  year» 

station.  ago. 

•The  foundation-stone  was  laid  on  August  1,  1901,  and  it  is- 
hoped  that  the  whole  building  will  be  completed  by  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  1904.  The  estimated  cost  will  be  some  17,000/. 
or  18,000/.  Bilbao  and  Barcelona  are  to  furnish  the  framing^ 
which  is  to  be  of  iron,  and  the  building  stones  are  being 
brought  from  Cordoba,  and  in  small  quantities  from  Puerto- 
KeaL 

The  station  is  to  be  400  feet  in  length  by  270  feet  in  breadth 
and  40  feet  in  height,  and  there  are  to  be  two  separate  platforms,, 
one  for  arrival  and  the  other  for  departure. 

Kew  hospital.  During  1900  a  new  hospital,  presented  to  the  town  by  a 
wealthy  private  iudividual,  Don  Jose  Moreno  de  Mora,  was  com- 
menced. The  foundation-stone  was  laid  on  March  17, 1900,  and 
hopes  are  entertained  that  the  first  few  months  of  1903  will  see 
its  completion.  It  is  said  that  the  total  cost  will  be  about 
120,000/.  The  architect  is  a  Frenchman,  and  almost  all  the 
necessary  material  has  been  contracted  for  in  France.  The  hospital 
will  accommodate  some  500  patients,  and  all  the  latest  improvements 
known  to  science,  sanitary  and  otherwise,  will  be  adopted. 

The  hotel  at  Algecii-as,  called  the  "  Eeina  Cristina,"  which  haa 
been  built  entirely  with  British  capital,  was  opened  early  in  the 
year  1901,  and  the  results  have  already  exceeded  all  expectations.. 
Every  room  has  been  full  for  months,  and  many  people  have 
already  engaged  their  rooms  for  the  following  winter.  Some  of  the 
best  families  in  Madrid  have  patronised  the  hotel,  and  expressed 
themselves  as  delightfully  surprised  not  only  with  the  situation  but 
also  with  the  a.ccommodation  and  attention.  So  great  has  been  the 
success  of  this  hotel  during  even  its  first  year's  existence  that  the 
company  have  formed  plans  for  adding  some  fifty  more  rooms,  and 
a  second  hotel  is  now  in  course  of  construction. 

Exchange.  The  rate  of  exchange  for  bills  on  London  was  fairly  steady 

throughout  the  year  1901.  It  stood  at  33  pesetas  per  1/.  in  the 
month  of  January,  and  gradually  rose  till  it  reached  36  pesetas 
per  1/.  in  October,  the  highest  point  of  the  year.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  year  it  again  slowly  fell  and  stood  at  34  pesetas  to  the 
1/.  at  the  end  of  December. 


The  hotel 
*<Beina 
Cristina" 
at  Algeciras. 
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Annex  A.— Eeturn  of  all  Merchant 

Shipping 

at  the  Port  of 

Cadiz  during 

the  Year  1901. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Kumber 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    « • 

116 

14,158 

154 

126,042 

270 

189,200 

Spaniflli  •• 

884 

28,028 

1,823 

1,872,466 

2,207 

1,401,489 

Argentine 

1 

697 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

697 

Austro-Hungarian 

1 

748 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

748 

Braiilian.. 

4 

768 

•  • 

,, 

4 

758 

Banish    .. 

10 

2,465 

16 

11,897 

26 

14^62 

Dutch     .. 

4 

729 

87 

82,814 

41 

28,548 

French    .  • 

11 

1,408 

12 

8,545 

28 

9,948 

German  •• 

6 

871 

20 

29,981 

25 

80,802 

Italian     •• 

46 

81,848 

18 

28,868 

64 

60,206 

Norwegian 

19 

8,968 

48 

80,629 

68 

84,587 

Portuguese 

7 

1,016 

.. 

•  • 

7 

1,015 

BuMian  ••         •• 

7 

2,806 

10 

6,479 

17 

9,285 

Swedish  •• 

6 

2,056 

18 

8,806 

19 

10,862 

Uruguayan 

8 

2,490 

1 

2,488 

4 

4,928 

Total       .. 

1,124 

94,915 

1,658 

l,647i406 

2,777 

1,742,820 

Annex  B.— Ebtubn  of 

Principal  Aii 

tides  of 

Import  into  Cadiz 

from  Forei 

^  Countr 

ies  during 

f  the  Years  1900-01. 

1900. 

1901, 

Articles. 

From  the 

From 

Total. 

Total. 

United 

Other 

Tons 

Kingdom. 

Countries. 

Cement          •  •         •  • 

1,481 

8,021 

169 

2,852 

Coal 

>» 

69,702 

65,480 

48,449 

22,031 

Tar 

» 

12,977 

4,586 

2,052 

2,534 

Empty  bottles 

n 

62 

89 

10 

29 

Bricks 

u 

96 

886 

72 

314 

Iron  tubes  and  steel . . 

>f 

2,966 

4,279 

8,076 

1,203 

Oast-iron 

n 

62 

54 

88 

16 

Other  articles  of  iron 

n 

405 

85 

1 

84 

Paints  and  oils 

» 

77 

105 

55 

60 

Potato  meal   •  • 

» 

42 

31 

•  • 

31 

Machinery      •• 

>» 

1,616 

371 

81 

290 

Lard 

n 

88 

45 

44 

1 

Butter 

n 

80 

13 

•  • 

18 

Stook-fish 

99 

80 

79 

10 

69 

Ghrain  and  flour         •• 

» 

6,921 

8,384 

410 

2,924 

Sugar 

Coffee 

9» 

100 
480 

18 

658 

•  • 

13 

568 

Chemicals  and  medi- 

cines 

n 

678 

427 

48 

884 

Potatoes 

99 

1,009 

621 

•  • 

621 

Starch 

)» 

67 

38 

•  • 

38 

Candles          ••         •• 

»» 

16 

18 

18 

•  • 

Tinned  prorisions     •• 

99 

32 

6 

•  • 

6 

Staxes 

Number.. 

2,681,761 

1,761,171 

48,424 

1,707,747 

Timber           •• 

Standards 

1,500 

85 

60 

35 
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industry. 

Ooftl. 

Silrer-lead. 


Annex  C— Table  showing  the  Articles  of  Ships'  Provisions  Taxable, 
the  Quantities  allowed  per  Diem,  and  the  Duty  Payable. 


Quantity 
aUowed  for 

Quantity 

Duty- 

Artiolef. 

Officers 
and/or 

allowed  for 
Seamen 

Passengers 
per  Diem. 

per  Diem. 

Currency. 

Sterling, 

.  Pts.  c. 

#.     rf.t 

Common  brandies  (foreign) 

Iiiauors  and  fine  bran<&e8 

(foreign) « 

0-200 

0-100 

Litre* 

1    60 

0  11  -se 

0-160 

■  • 

>» 

2    87 

1    8-9» 

Common  wines  (foreign)  •  • 

1-000 

0-500 

,1 

0    66 

0    4-58 

Fipe  wines 

0-200 

t  • 

1, 

1    60 

0  10-68 

wines • 

0-200 

a. 

yi 

1    60 

0  10-58 

Beer 

1-000 

0-600 

0    16 

0    1-06 

Tea 

0  020 

0-010 

Kilo8.t 

1    60 

0  10-68 

Sugar          

0  060 

0-050 

» 

0    86 

0    600 

Chocolate 

0-080 

•  • 

„ 

8    00 

1    9-17 

Preserres    ..         •«         •• 

0-200 

0  100 

1    60 

0  10-58 

Sweets  and  jams    .  • 
Sweet  biscuits 

0  050 

•  • 

8    00 

1    9  17 

0  050 

•  • 

,1 

8    00 

1    9-17 

Coffee          

0-050 

0-040 

„ 

1    40 

0    9-8» 

Butter 

0-050 

0  080 

0    60 

0    4-28 

Lard           

0  050 

0-040 

1, 

0    80 

0    2  11 

Candies 

0-060 

.  • 

M 

0    50 

0    8*52 

•  1  Utre  «  1  -759  pints. 

t  1  kilogram  »  2  -204  lbs. 

t  At  the  exchange  of  34  pesetas  per  1/. 


Cordoba. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Can  reports  as  follows : — 

The  Belmez  coalfield  produced  about  394,000  tons  of  coal  in 
1901,  as  compared  to  426,300  tons  in  1900.  The  declared  value 
of  1901  production  was  roughly  170,000/. 

The  following  figures  show  the  approximate  production  of 
silver-lead  during  the  last  two  years : — 


Artides. 

1900. 

1901. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Alcaracejos  district..   '     .. 
Posadas  district 
Other  districts 

Tons. 

9,811 
800 
(?) 

£ 

103,700 

17,000 

(?) 

Tons. 

(?) 

922 

1,100 

£ 

(?) 

16,050 

6,000 

I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  figures  for  last  year  (1901) 
of  the  Alcaracejos  district,  but  believe  the  production  to  have  been 
somewhat  larger  than  in  1900. 
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Exploration  work  by  British  companies  in  the  Posadas  and 
Almodovar  districts  continues,  but  so  far  without  definite  results. 

Owing  to  impoverishment  of  the  lode  between  the  700  and 
900  feet  levels,  combined  with  increase  of  expenses  and  decrease 
in  value  of  the  metals,  one  of  the  rich  silver-lead  and  blende  mines, 
which  has  been  worked  for  some  years  by  a  British  company  in 
the  Posadas  district,  is  about  to  be  shut  down. 

The  production  of  zinc  sulphide  ores  for  the  last  two  years  Blende, 
was  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Qiiantitj. 

Value. 

1900        

1901        

Tons. 
6,670 
6,070 

(?) 
10,800 

The  Cerro  Muriano  Chalco-Pyrite  Mines,  10  miles  from  Cordoba,  Copper, 
which  are  being  explored  by  a  British  company,  are  found  to  have 
been  worked  out  by  the  Romans  to  at  least  400  feet  in  depth, 
in  spite  of  the  large  quantity  of  water  which  has  to  be  raised.  In 
order  to  sink  below  the  old  works  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  obtain  more  powerful  pumping  plant  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

A  few  thousand  tons  of  iron  ore  were  mined  in  the  south  of  Iron  ore. 
the  province  and  sold  to  the  Pefiarroya  Works  as  flux. 

Notwithstanding  the  vast  number  of  new  mining  claims  taken  Oeneral. 
up  in  this  province  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  hardly  any 
new  work  of  importance  has  been  undertaken. 

The  British  lead  works  in  this  city  smelted  and  produced  as  I'ead  works, 
follows : — 


Quantity. 

1900. 

1901. 

Pig-lead  produced • 

„        shipped    to  United   Kingdom  vid 
Malaea           ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Tons. 
6,828 
4,988 

4,787 

im 

-rr        TT^w                      ••                  •«                  ••                  ■■                   •• 

The  French  Smelting  Works  at  Pefia 

irroya  produced : — 

Articles. 

Tons • • 
Troy  ounces  •• 

Quantity. 

1900. 

1901. 

Pig.lead 

Sifver 

85,880 
1,846,686 

31,000 
1,611,254 
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Public  works. 
Barracks. 


Oathedrai. 

Electric  light 
Factory. 

BailwajB. 


Agriculture. 
G-rain  and 
pulse. 
Olive  oQ. 


Wine. 


These  works  have  been  considerably  reformed  and  enlarged, 
in  fact  they  are  practically  now  entirely  rebuilt. 

Work  proceeded  leisurely  during  1901  on  the  San  Eafael 
Barracks.  The  site  of  the  proposed  new  military  hospital  has  for 
the  second  time  reverted  to  its  original  condition  as  a  ploughed 
field  in  spite  of  official  inaugurations. 

The  reflooring  of  the  famous  cathedral  with  white  marble 
continued  during  the  year,  and  by  the  end  was  two-thirds 
complete. 

The  electric  light  company,  which  relied  solely  on  steam-power, 
failed,  and  their  works  were  bought  up  by  the  other  company 
which  already  owned  both  steam  and  water-power. 

The  new  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  enamelled  kitchen- 
ware  was  nearly  completed  by  the  end  of  1901,  and  part  of  it  is 
already  at  work. 

The  Andaluces  Company  are  relaying  the  whole  of  their 
permanent  way  to  Belmez  with  modem  steel  rails  of  heavier 
build.  They  are  also  placing  on  all  their  lines  a  quantity  of 
new  and  improved  rolling-stock  of  all  kinds,  amongst  which  are 
a  number  of  trucks  to  carry  15  tons  instead  of  the  usual  standard 
of  10  tons.  None  of  this  material  is  British,  but  either  Belgian 
or  French. 

The  grain  and  pulse  harvest  of  1901  was  exceptionally  fine  ; 
the  quantities  are  given  in  Appendix. 

The  olive  crop  of  1900  only  gave  5,135,000  gallons,  as  com- 
pared to  6,735,000  gallons  in  1899,  3,743,000  gallons  in  1898,  and 
13,751,000  gallons  in  1897- 

The  1901  crop,  the  crushing  of  which  has  scarcely  finished, 
was  unprecedentedly  large,  and  is  estimated  at  over  18,000,000 
gallons,  representing  a  wholesale  value  on  the  spot  of  nearly 
1,500,000/.  at  present  low  prices. 

The  production  of  must  was  1,272,700  gallons  in  1901,  as 
compared  to  1,294,400  gallons  in  1900,  887,000  gallons  in  1899, 
and  500,000  gallons  in  1898.  Some  of  the  Montilla  vineyards 
have  been  replanted  with  riparia  vines,  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  production  of  genuine  Montilla  wines  will,  therefore,  gradually 
increase  again. 
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Quantity. 


Articles. 


Wheat 

Barley 

OaU        

'Rye         

Maise 

Baca&a  (irUicum  monoeoeimm), . 

Canary  seed       

Beam 

Chiok-peae         

Vetches 

Lentils    ••         ..         ••         •• 


1900. 

1901. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

800,000 

464,700 

266,600 

898,460 

76,190 

118,060 

44,270 

'         66,670 

7,780 

7,440 

10,440 

12,670 

1,800 

1,860 

64,660 

86,660 

85,890        1 

86,700 

16,210 

14,270 

8,620 

8,820 

HUKLVA. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Bicketts  xeports  as  follows : — 

The  trade  and  commerce  of  the  port  of  Huelva  for  the  year  aenenJ 
1901  do  not,  on  the  whole,  compare  favourably  with  those  of  the  *^«' 
jrear  1900.  Mining  properties  suffered  owing  to  the  serious  fall 
in  the  price  of  copper  towards  the  end  of  the  year;  shipping 
interests  suffered  through  strikes  and  other  causes ;  and  the  wine 
trade,  which  was  until  a  few  years  ago  of  much  importance, 
remained  crippled  under  the  double  dmwbacks  of  the  French 
taxes  and  the  havoc  wi*ought  by  phylloxera. 

In  spite  of  the  foregoing,  however,  the  value  at  the  close  of  the 
year  of  the  shares  of  those  large  mining  concerns  in  the  province 
which  are  under  British  control,  and  registered  as  British  com* 
panics,  exceeded  25,000,000/.,  and  Huelva  maintained  her  position 
as  the  second  port  in  Spain  for  British  shipping. 

Annex  A  supplies  a  return  of  the  principal  articles  of  import  importo. 
from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  port  of  Huelva  during  1901,  and 
<x)mpare8  the  same  in  most  instances  with  those  for  1900. 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a  slight 
decline  in  the  amount  of  coal  imported,  but  as  none  was  supplied 
to  the  province  from  other  than  British  sources,  this  may  be 
attributed  to  the  state  of  stocks  in  hand  from  the  previous  year. 

Coke  showed  an  increase,  and  the  consumption  has  increased 
steadily  for  some  years. 

Previously  to  1900,  naphtha,  gasoline,  mineral  oils,  &c.,  which 
^are  now  classified  by  the  custom-house  under  one  heading,  were 
recumed  separately,  and  comparison  is  now  difiScult,  but  there 
appears  to  hietve  been  an  improved  demand  for  the  British  product. 

No  important  modifications  have  occurred  in  the  quantities  of 
•cement,  pig-iron,  copper  manufactures,  tin  ingots,  or  iron  and  steel 
^oods  imported,  but  while  there  was  a  notable  decrease  iu  the 
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Exports. 


Wine. 


Sulphate  of 
copper. 

Blister 
copper. 


New  pier. 


Strikes. 


importation  of  machinery  from  the  United  Kingdom,  there  was  a. 
marked  increase  in  railway  material,  which  reached  the  satisfac- 
tory figure  of  2,800  tons. 

Annex  B  deals  with  the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  during^ 
1901. 

In  practically  every  item  except  sulphate  of  copper,  which 
shows  a  good  increase,  there  is  a  falling-off  of  the  export  trade. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  compare  last  year's  cork  shipments- 
with  those  of  previous  years,  as  the  custom-house  has  adopted  a 
new  method  of  calculating  export  duty,  and  the  returns  are  in  a 
diflTerent  form.  There  has,  however,  been  a  very  large  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  cork  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  both  raw 
and  manufactured. 

The  total  wine  shipments  during  the  year  were  as  follows : — 


To- 

Quantity. 

United  Kingdom   

France         

Qermany     • 

Belg;ium 

United  States  of  America 

Italy 

Gallons. 

1,766 

1,244,008 

288,912 

69,660 

1,028, 

126 

Total        

1,606,478 

Nearly  2,000  tons  of  sulphate  of  copper  went  to  France  and 
Algiers  alone,  and  a  further  4,000  tons  were  produced  locally  for 
consumption  in  the  Peninsula. 

By  far  the  most  important  industrial  feature  of  the  year  was- 
the  completion  of  the  Eio  Tinto  Company's  smelting  and  Bes- 
semerising  works,  which  are  now  in  full  swing,  and  produce  blister 
copper  in  large  quantities,  and  of  a  high  standard  of  purity. 

Another  important  matter  for  the  province  was  the  approval 
of  the  project  for  the  new  town  pier.  This  scheme  was  fully 
described  in  the  last  report  for  this  district.  Tenders  have  already 
been  put  in  for  the  material  required  to  complete  the  first  section,, 
the  estimated  value  of  which  is  approximately  1,500,000  pesetas. 
Although  this  is  a  work  of  public  utility,  no  concessions  are  made 
in  connection  with  the  customs  duties,  and  as  these  amount  to 
about  35  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  no  foreign  firms  could  hope  to 
compete  with  success,  although  one  Belgian  firm  presented  a 
tender. 

Strikes  again  upset  the  whole  industry  of  the  province  in  the- 
year  1901.  Employers  of  labour  were  well  prepared  for 
eventualities,  and  dealt  with  the  men  with  a  firm  hand^ 
whilst  every  assistance  and  protection  was  afforded  by  the  local 
authorities ;  nevertheless,  many  industries  suffered,  and  especial 
injury  was  done  to  shipping  by  the  strikes.  So  much  was  thi& 
the  case  that  in  October  and  December  only  about  one-half  the 
usual  number  of  British  vessels  visited  the  port. 
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Annex  C  compares  British  with  foreign  shipping  for  the  year-Bhipping. 

Annex  D  is  a  return  of  shipments  to  foreign  countries  which  Mines  and 
have  been  made  by  diflferent  mines  and  shippei*s  of  ores  and  mineral  "^»^®'^* 
products. 

The  figures  are  in  most  instances  taken  from  the  custom-house 
returns,  except  when  individual  companies  have  kindly  furnished 
their  own  figures. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  from  the 
United  Kingdom  to  the  Port  of  Huelva  during  the  Years 
1900-01. 


Articles. 


Cement 

Goals 

Coke 

Pitoh  and  tar    .  •         .  • 
Naphtha,  gasoline,  &o,«« 

Pig-iron 

Iron  and  steel — 

Tuhes 

Wheels,  springB 

Plates 

Nails,  screws,  &c.     .  • 

Tools 

Wire 

Cables 

Anchors,  chains 

Bails 

Bars 

Other  goods  .  • 
Motor  engines  •  •         .  • 
Locomotives,  tenders,  &c. 
Waggons 

Weighing  machines    •  • 
Machinery 
Bailway  material 
Copper  .. 

„      tubes     •• 
Tin  ingots         •  • 


Quantity. 


idoo. 

1901. 

Kilos. 

KUos. 

Tons. 

479,281 

481,582 

474 

79,78»,218 

76,684,970 

74,444 

18,484,625 

15,414,801 

16,074 

14,408 

1,092 

1 

147,625 

191,678 

189 

122,730 

77,140 

76 

268,616 

80,640 

80 

.. 

241,911 

288 

887,847 

292,641 

288 

199,787 

86,882 

86 

2,862 

5,484 

5 

4,064 

2,022 

2 

84,884 

61,668 

61 

68,612 

277,824 

273 

452,262 

821,342 

816 

848,976 

401,228 

896 

888,199 

298,052 

288 

246,788 

81,122 

31 

10,980 

40,348 

40 

612,607 

684,274 

526 

1,588 

16,008 

15 

681,208 

475,502 

4,f^9 

198,252 

2,888,121 

2,888 

18,320 

27,845 

27 

8,467 

9,927 

10 

10,610 

7,917 

8 

(50) 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles. of  Export  to  the  United 
Kingdom  from  the  Port  of  Huelva  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Quantity. 

• 

Articles. 

1900. 

1901. 

Cupreous  pyrites  •  • 
Copper  precipitate 

„       matte       .. 

„      sulphate  of 
Iron  pyrites          •  • 
Lead  ore    ..         •• 

Iron  ore 

Chestnuts 

Oranges 

Dried  figs 

Wine         

Kilos. 

533,525,425 

27,587,125 

19,555,080 

129,147 

39,780,360 

525,880 

759,657 
39,473 

.. 

Litres. 
10,849 

Kilos. 

519,618,493 

26,508,223 

15,520,040 

206,886 

6,560,920 

10,450 

202,160 

285,275 

34,530 

22,350 

Litres. 
7,900 

Tons. 

511,436 

26,189 

15,177 

204 

6,458 

10 

198 

281 

34 

22 

Gallons. 
1,738 

Annex   C. — Eeturn  of    the    Shipping  of    all    Nationalities   as 
Compared  with   British   Shipping   at    the   Port  of   Huelva 


during  the  Year  1901. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

Spanish 

German.  •          .  •          •  • 

French 

Portuguese 

Danish 

Swedish 

Belgian 

Dutch 

Italian 

Norwegian 

Russian.* 

Austro-Hungarian 

500 

267 

54 

20 

2 

5 

5 

4 

9 

8 

24 

2 

4 

507,878 

263,785 

51,119 

15,578 

1,690 

4,266 

3,658 

8,093 

4,214 

7,695 

16,632 

2,613 

6,095 

8 
105 

35 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

1,032 
1,979 

•  • 

1,283 
879 

•  • 

682 

Total.. 

904    . 

887,116 

156 

6,484 
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Annex  D. — Shipments  of  Various  Ores  and  Mineral  Products 
from  the  Port  of  Huelva  during  the  Year  1901. 


Name  of  Shipper. 

sl 

1 

'S^. 

i 

1 

i 

1 

a 

i 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Bvitron       ^ 

220 

... 

... 

••• 

16,789 

M. 

Gabesu  del  Pufeo           

148 

... 

... 

... 

••* 

... 

... 

Coera  de  U  Mora 

91 

... 

... 

... 

1,088 

... 

.♦. 

... 

Fermin  de  la  Sierra        

... 

... 

67 

28 

... 

Fernando  Bnarex 

... 

20 

.M 

M. 

... 

Friart         

... 

... 

... 

248 

•  M 

... 

... 

... 

vnljarro      «■•       ...       ...       ... 

••• 

... 

... 

9.806 

... 

... 

4,811 

Herreria     ,. 

726 

... 

... 

... 

... 

BuelraCenlral     

... 

..• 

607 

««e 

*•. 

Lapllla        

4 

... 

••. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Manuel  Yazquez  Lopes 

86 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

82.804 

Pefia  Copper  Mines,  Limited    ... 

444 

... 

... 

... 

76,008 

... 

... 

Pooie          

. 

... 

... 

... 

99 

... 

... 

... 

RioTlnto 

19,667 

16,707 

... 

296 

771,191 

M« 

... 

... 

BothschUd „ 

••* 

•<• 

... 

12 

SanMelo     

... 

••. 

... 

... 

... 

11.102 

SanMiinel 

707 

... 

46 

... 

... 

San  Pedro 

... 

... 

20,171 

... 

... 

— 

SanTelmo 

76 

•». 

... 

... 

... 

•  M 

... 

BoelM  dcs  Pjrltes         

... 

... 

42,186 

.« 

•M 

... 

SoUel  Coronada 

864 

... 

... 

48,600 

... 

... 

Snndbeim  and  Doetsch 

,, 

.M 

... 

... 

... 

88,876 

... 

Tharris       ...        .« 

7,000 

... 

876.891 

... 

... 

Tlnto  and  Santa  Bosa     

... 

... 

... 

... 

40,978 

... 

... 

... 

Thoe.  Morrison  and  Co.,  Limited 

... 

•- 

8,668 

... 

66 

... 

... 

... 

San  Lucak. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Aparicio  reports  as  follows : — 
During  the  year  1900  the  following  vessels  entered  and  cleared  Shipping, 
at  this  port  in  transit  for  Seville : — 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Spanish 

British 

Norwegian         

Danish    •  •         •  •         .  •         .  • 

German 

Italian 

Russian 

Dutch 

Portnguese        

Belgian 

Swedish 

French 

225 

166 

37 

23 

•     19 

12 

8 

6 

4 

2 

2 

2 

147,616 

142,129 

24,128 

22,833 

12,169 

2,758 

2,142 

3,072 

1,314 

1,578 

1,240 

677 

Total 

606 

361.641 

(50) 
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Imports. 


The  principal  articles  imported  and  exported  through  the 
custom-house  at  Bonanza  were  as  follows : — 

Imports. 


Exports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Fr«n— 

Coal 

Cement       

Sulphur 

Tons. 
788 

22 

20 

United  Kingdom 

France 

France 

Exports. 

Ajticles. 

Empty  casks . . 
Salt     .. 
Wine  lees 
Fruit.. 
Wine.. 


Quantity. 


To— 


Tons 


Butts 


I  United  Kingdom 
Newfoundland 
Franoe 

United  Kingdom 
United  Kingdom 


Vintage.  I'he  invasion  of  the  phylloxera,  which  about  five  years  ago  was 

noticed  in  a  few  vineyards,  excited  the  fears  of  wine-growers  that 

Phylloxera,  the  whole  district  would  soon  be  devastated ;  unfortunately  their 
predictions  were  too  soon  realised,  for  hardly  a  plant  has  escaped, 
and  last  year's  vintage  was  only  of  8,000  butts  in  the  whole 
district.  Vines  have  been  rooted  up,  and  already  many  vineyard 
owners  have  planted  the  "  riparia,"  which  will  soon  be  grafted 
with  the  native  vine.  As  yet  it  is  too  soon  to  predict  what  the 
result  will  be ;  it  is,  however,  believed  that  this  plant  will  produce 
more  abundant  fruit,  but  it  will  not  be  of  such  long  duration. 

On  the  other  hand,  crops  of  cereals  have  reached  about  30  per 
cent,  more  than  in  previous  years,  as  most  of  the  lands  that  were 
formerly  occupied  by  vines  were  sown  with  grain. 

Oezealfl.  '^^^  different  crops  gathered  may  be  estimated  as  follows : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Wheat         

Canary  seed. 

Barley         

Beans          •,         

Indian  com 

Chick-peas 

Bushels. 
18,000 
11,000- 
8,000 
8,000 
6,600 
6,000 
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San  Eoque. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Cornwall  reports  as  follows : — 

The  rainfall  this  year  has  been  very  copious  in  this  district  Oropi. 
having  been  productive  of  good  crops  of  all  kinds,  and  this  result 
has  not  been  prejudiced  as  in  other  neighbouring  districts  by  the 
very  bitter  colds  and  frosts  that  are  reported  to  have  there  nipped 
:growth  and  greatly  impeded  agricultural  labours. 

Industries  progress  and  are  in  advance  of  past  years,  and  Traffic- 
very  considerable  traffic  is  now  carried  on  between  Puente 
Mayorga  (the  port  of  San  Roque)  and  linea,  as  also  between 
both  the  above  places  and  this  railway  station  on  the  Algeciras- 
Bobadilla  line;  this  traffic  which  commences  at  an  early  hour 
•continues  during  the  whole  day  and  often  until  late  into  the 
night,  and  would,  of  course,  be  more  considerable  and  of  more 
interest  and  importance  to  British  trade  and  commerce  if  it  were  not 
for  the  restricted  character  of  the  custom-house  arrangements  at 
Puente  Mayorga,  which  limit  the  shipping  business  to  the  Spanish 
ports  in  the  neighbourhood.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  this 
restriction  could  be  removed,  trade  would  be  greatly  increased  to 
the  advantage  of  both  foreign  and  domestic  commerce,  and  also 
to  the  benefit  of  shipowners,  for  the  anchorage  is  by  far  the  best 
in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  and  this  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in 
heavy  weather  vessels  lying  at  Algeciras  and  Gibraltar  leave  those 
roadsteads  for  this  port,  and  there  ride  out  violent  gales  in  per- 
fect safety ;  even  as  it  is,  the  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port 
at  Puente  Mayorga  for  the  existing  trade  there,  limited  as  it  is, 
is  far  in  excess  in  any  given  time  of  those  entering  Algeciras, 
which  has  a  custom-house  where  goods  throughout  the  district 
have  to  be  cleared. 

The  main  requirements  at  the  port  of  San  Eoque  are  a  proper  Require- 
custom -house,  and  a  pier  alongside  which  vessels  could  discharge  SJfiJ^^  ^ 
and  receive  cargo,  and  if  British  enterprise  were  directed  success-       "^"^ 
fully  in  this  dii-ection,  it  would  prove  financially  and  otherwise  of 
^reat  and  lasting  advantage  to  lK)th  British  and  foreign  trade. 

With  the  exception  of  the  "  carretera  de  estado "  from  this  Roads. 
<5ity  to  the  railway  station,  to  which  I  have  referred  in  previous 
reports,  and  which  is  always  kept  in  good  repair,  the  other  roads 
''*  carreteras  provinciales  "  in  the  district,  and  in  particular  those 
from  this  city  to  Linea,  to  the  first  and  second  rivers,  Guadarranque 
and  Palmones,  &c.,  are  not  kept  in  good  condition  and  at  times 
all  but  impassable,  while  the  stream  between  the  western  beach 
and  main  road  known  as  "  Cachon  de  Jimena,"  which  must  be 
•crossed  to  reach  Linea  from  here,  has  no  bridge,  and  has  been 
so  swollen  during  the  past  rains  as  to  have  delayed  traffic 
and  mails  for  days,  and  to  have  been  even  dangerous  to  cross. 
The  continued  absence  of  proper  bridges  over  the  Guadarranque 
and  Pedmones  Bivers  and  the  bad  state  of  the  roads  of  com- 
munication between  Los  Barrios,  Jimena,  and  Castellar,  and  their 
respective  stations  on  the  line  above-mentioned,  are  also  greatly  to 
be  deplored,  and  add  considerably  to  the  difficulties  of  intercourse 
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in  bad  weather ;  the  amelioration  of  the  port  at  Puente  Mayorga 
would  necessarily  lead  to  a  similar  improvement  in  these  com- 
munications, and  ci-eate  a  considerable  increase  in  the  present 
limited  land  traffic  and  commerce. 

The  carriage  road  referred  to  in  my  report  for  1898  has  not 
been  continued,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  military  and  revenue  objec- 
tions, but  it  is  hoped  that,  if  these  can  be  satisfactorily  disposed  of,, 
this  valuable  work  will  in  the  near  future  be  again  renewed  and 
completed. 

The  proposed  new  cemetery  and  hospital  at  Linea  are  not 
yet  in  a  forward  condition.  The  delay  may  be  attributed  partly 
to  financial  wants  and  also  to  strikes  of  workmen  which  have 
been  numerous  during  the  past  year  both  in  this  district  and 
Gibraltar  with  their  usual  disastrous  results,  due  to  encouragement 
from  the  "  Centres  Obreros,"  established  at  linea  and  Gibraltar. 
These  works,  for  whatever  reason,  are  now  completely  paralysed. 

There  is  no  noticeable  alteration  in  the  progiess  of  British 

trade,  always  greatly  hampered,  as  is  all  trade  in  this  district,  by 

the  difficulties  I  have  alluded  to. 

Caitle  difleaee.        There  was  about  the  month  of  June  last  an  appearance  of 

cattle  disease ;  this  was  taken  in  time  and  stamped  out  in  a  few  weeks. 

Good  health  has  been  maintained  during  the  past  year 
throughout  the  district  and  is  still  preserved. 


Proposed 
cemetery  and 
hospital. 


British  trade. 


Seville. 


Trade  and 
commerce. 
Exports. 
Iron  ore. 


Mules. 


Oranges. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Johnston  reports  as  follows : — 

There  is  again  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  exports,  amounting  to 
215,000/.,  as  compared  with  1900.     (See  Annex  B.) 

Iron  ore  shows  the  usual  steady  annual  increase,  and  this  ia 
likely  to  continue  in  so  far  as  Messrs.  Baird's  mine  of  Monte  de 
Hierro  is  concerned. 

A  Bilbao  firm  has  acquired  the  Cala  Mines,  in  the  province  of 
Huelva,  and  the  construction  of  a  railway  is  to  be  at  once  com- 
menced from  the  mines  to"  San  Juan  de  Aznalfarache,  a  village 
about  2  miles  further  down  the  Guadalquivir  than  Seville. 

In  the  Board  of  Trade  Journals  of  February  20  and  27,  1902^ 
notices  are  given  of  the  approaching  construction  of  this  railway,, 
and  of  a  loading  wharf  at  San  Juaii  de  Aznalfarache. 

There  are  fully  100  kiloms.  (about  62  miles)  of  railway  line 
to  make,  and  I  understand  that  30  kiloms.  (18  miles)  are  already 
contracted  for ;  also  that  the  line  and  wharf  are  expected  to  be 
finished  and  in  working  order  in  three  years'  time. 

The  Cala  Mine  contains  both  iron  ore  and  copper  pyrites. 

The  decrease  in  all  the  other  minerals  and  metals  shipped 
here,  including  quicksilver,  accounts  for  more  than  half  the  total 
shrinkage  in  exports.  As  for  the  balance,  mules  account  for 
100,000/.,  none  having  been  shipped  last  year  to  South  Africa. 

The  crop  of  sweet  oranges  was  below  the  average,  but  that 
of  sour  oranges  was  good.     There  was  a  danger  of  the  supply 
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of  the  latter  becoming  larger  than  the  demand,  but  some  nights 
of  frost  in  the  beginning  of  February  have  done  considerable 
■damage  to  the  trees,  and  the  prospects  for  next  season  are  not 
good. 

The  crop  of  sound  eating  olives  was  again  short,  and  prices  Ollyes. 
ruled  high. 

There  was  a  good  crop  of  olive-oil,  and  though  high  prices  Olive  oil 
were  sustained  right  through  the  year,  a  large  quantity  was  shipped 
to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  1901-02  crop  is  a  record  in  the 
provinces  of  Cordoba  and  Jaen,  whose  principal  shipping  port  this 
is,  and,  as  the  value  is  about  lOZ.  per  tun  cheaper,  the  export 
«hould  be  large. 

The  export  of    wine  is  gradually   coming    to    be  of    little  Wine, 
importance. 

Eeferring  fi^ain  to  Annex  B,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  imports  Imporu. 
have  decreased  105,000/.  as  compared  with  1900.  The  imports 
for  1900,  however,  are  increased  by  the  value  of  three  steamships, 
which  account  for  66,000/.  of  the  above  mentioned  sum.  It  is 
only  natural  that  the  importation  of  petroleum  should  fall  off,  as 
not  only  in  Seville,  but  in  all  the  principal  towns  and  villages  of 
the  province,  electricity  is  used  for  lighting. 

The  consumption  of  coffee  is  very  large.     Before  the  war  with  Coffee, 
the  United  States  it  came  almost  entirely  from  Porto  Rico,  but 
is  now  imported  from  almost  every  coflfee-producing  country  and 
vi&  the  United  Kingdom  or  Germany. 

By  reference  to  Annex  A,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  vessels  Shipping  and 
•entering  Seville  in  1901  have  increased  84  in  number  and  99,969  navigation, 
tons  in  gross  tonnage  as  compared  with  1900. 

British  vessels,  nevertheless,  have  decreased  7  in  number  and 
17,607  tons  in  tonnage.  To  explain  this,  I  must  state  that  a  con- 
siderable number  of  Danish,  Norw^an,  and  Spanish  steamers 
have  called  here  to  load  iron  ore. 

In  October  a  new  dredging  plant  was  received  from  Antwerp,  Depfcliof  the 
which  is  capable  of  keeping  the  channel  of  the  river  at  a  depth  of  "v®'- 
20  feet,  but  until  the  bar  is  deepened,  it  is  useless  dredging  the 
river  beyond  18^  feet. 

The  grain  crops  of  1901  were  all  good  and  above  the  average,  Agrioulture. 
but  especially  those  of  oats  and  barley.    A  considerable  quantity 
of  oats  has  been  shipped  to  France,  but  very  little  barley  has  left 
the  country. 

There  is  a  considerable  industry  here  in  ironwork,  principally  ironworks, 
for  the  making  of  olive  presses,  &c.     It  suffered  greatly  last  year 
through  a  protracted  strike  lasting  fully  four  months,  April  to 
August,  and  driving  much  trade  away  from  the  town. 
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Annex   A. — Return   of   all  Shipping  at    the    Port  of   Seville 
during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Totol. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of 

Yessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Yessels. 

• 
Tons. 

British     . . 
Snanish   .. 
Norwegian      and 

Swedish 
Danish    •  • 
German  .. 
Other  nationalities 

8 
678 

8 

•  • 

27 

1,485 
13,744 

1,241 

•  • 

6,792 

164 
447 

86 
24 

18 
20 

241,073 
460,777 

89,767 
37,685 
18,240 
12,939 

172 
1,025 

39 
24 

18 

47 

242,558 
474,521 

41,008 
87,685 

18,240 
19,731 

Total 
„      1900.. 

616 
582 

23,262 
18,906 

709 
659 

810,431 
714,818 

1,325 
1,241 

833,693 
733,724 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of 

Yessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

British    •  •         •  • 
Spanish  .  . 
Norwegian      and 

Swedish 
Danish    .. 
German  .. 
Other  nationalities 

8 
581 

4 
'  * 
27 

1,485 
13,819 

1,447 
6,780 

168 
460 

37 
26 
19 
20 

240,507 
462,667 

40,631 
38,420 
19,198 
12,890 

171 
1,031 

41 
26 
19 
47 

241,992 
476,486 

42,098 
38,420 
19,193 
19,670 

Total 

„    1900.. 

620 
572 

28,531 
17,668 

715 
651 

814,828 
705,310 

1,385 
1,223 

887,859 
722,978 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Seville 


during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Iron  ore 
Copper  pyrites 
Ijead  ore 
Lead 
C^orka     . . 
Corkwood 
Oranges. . 
Olives    . . 
OiiYo  oil 
Vine     . , 
Quicksilver 
Mules    . . 
Oats      .. 
Other  articles 

Total 


(Head) 


imi. 


Quftntity. 

Tons 

361,241 

19,2U'i« 

5.632 

29,756 

1,117 

1,912 

12,227 

3,396 

2,943 

701 

880 

6V454 
6,235 


Value. 


£ 

153,527 
38,404 
56.820 

857,072 
78,190 
57,360 
97,816 

118,065 

103,005 
7,962 

166,000 

35,451 

82.996 


1900. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 
328,615 

25,996 
9,844 

26,798 
1,004 
2,799- 

13,752 
4,045 
2,534 
1,604 
1,025 

(5,000) 

8,497 


Value. 


£ 

139,661 

61,992 

98,440 

401,970 

70,280 

88,970 

110,016 

153,9u9 

88,677 

16,300 

205,000 

100,000 

47,067 


1,352,158 


1,567,282 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Seville  during  the  Year 

1901. 


Articles. 


1901. 


1900. 


Quantity.       Value.     '  Quantity. 


Petroleum  and  oil 
Wrought-iron  and  steel  . . 
Coal,  coke  and  pitch 
Drugs  and  chemicals 
'limber      ..  ..  •• 

Machinery  . .  • . 

Yarn  and  jute     .  • 
Linens,  cottons  and  woollens 
Three  ships 

Go£Fee       

Other  articles       ..         •• 


Total 


Tons. 

4,482 
3,246 

69,663 
8,797 

17,999 

2,056 

1,528 

96 


722 
28,401 


£ 

44,820 

32,460 

104,413 

118,991 

180,740 

82,240 

15,990 

19,200 

43,320 
180,660 


822,834 


Tons. 
5,943 
3,946 

69,090 
9,146 

22,142 

1,968 

1,862 

165 

'396 
23,039 


Value. 


£ 

69,430 

39,460 

103,634 

120,192 

222,950 

78,520 

13,790 

33,000 

66,000 

23,760 

166,616 


927,852 


(50) 
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Aanex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  ajid  Imported  to  Seville  to  and  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

United  Kingdom.. 

France      

Other  European  countries 
Other  coontriet  •• 

£ 
878,957 
168,457 
181,845 
127,899 

£ 

1,082,197 

105,258 

190,241 

189,586 

£ 

286,621 
104,427 
282,246 
149,640 

£ 

871,888 

91,705 

388,587 

126,227 

Total 

1,352,158 

1,567,282 

822,884 

927,862 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Gonsuiar  Distinct  of 
Malaga  for  the  Tear  1901 

By  Me.  Consul  Fink. 

(Reoeiyed  at  Foreign  OiBoe,  Maj  21, 1902.) 

In  spite  of  the  continued  strikes  at  this  port  during  the  past  Introdactotx 
year  the  state  of  trade  in  Malaga  has  been  prosperous.  Some  of  wmarka. 
the  older  houses  complain  of  loss  of  business,  but  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  smaller  firms  who  no  doubt  deprive  others  of  some 
of  their  business.  In  the  same  way  grumblers  compare  the  reduced 
numbers  of  ships  which  trade  to  this  port,  but  when  shown  that 
the  tonnage  is  greatly  increased  are  apt  to  discover  that,  on 
the  whole,  their  complaints  are  not  so  well-founded  as  they 
thoi^ht. 

2,098  vessels  entered  the  harbour  during  the  past  year,  an  shipping, 
increase  of  58  vessels  on  the  previous  year.     I  kept  an  analysis  of 
the  crews  of  the  British  ships  which  came  here  between  Septem- 
ber 1  and  December  31,  and  find  that  the  nationalities  of  the  crews 
were  as  follows : — 


KationaUty. 


BritiBh 

American,  U.S. 

y  rench 

German 

Swedish       .. 

Norwegian  .. 

DaDish 

Spanish 

Belgian 

ItaUan 

Oreek 

Portagnese  . . 

Swiss 

Aastro-Hnngarian . 

Dutch 

Russian 

Other  countries 


Number. 


ToUl 


1,008 

5 

2 

20 

46 

20 

24 

116 

8 

17 

6 

6 

6 

7 

6 

1 

6 


1,292 


Nationalities 
of  erews  of 
British  ships. 
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Owners  of  vessels  coii\plain  of  the  new .  law,  which  obliges 
them  to  pay  duties  on  their  provisions  as  if  they  had  been 
landed. 

In  Annex  A  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
the  exports  of  olives,  orange  peel,  onions,  esparto,  oranges  and 
melons,  pimento,  lead,  and  a  decrease  in  oil,  spirits,  almonds,  rice, 
dried  fruits,  chick  peas,  figs,  minerals,  raisins,  wines,  and  cotton 
goods. 

Under  the  heading  of  imports  (Annex  B)  it  will  be  noticed 
that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  sugar,  chemicals,  paving  stones, 
and  bricks,  cocoa,  coal,  beer,  &c.,  iron  of  all  sorts,  jute,  machinery, 
furniture,  cheese,  woven  goods,  glass  and  porcelain,  and  a  decrease 
in  oil  and  paints,  alcohol,  raw  and  spun  cotton,  coffee,  grain  of  all 
kinds,  spices,  guano,  lard. 

The  crop  of  raisins  has  been  a  fair  average,  about  750,000 
boxes  (22  lbs.  net).  The  quality  was  good,  and  sale  prices  averaged 
as  follows : — 


Clnsten— 

Prime 

Seconds   . 

Medium  . 

Ordinary . 

Common  . 
Loose — 

Prime      . 

Medium 

Common* 


Per  Box,  f^b. 


14    0 

10    6 

7    9 


*  Which  were  coniidered  low  and  not  remunerative  to  growers. 


-Orangea. 

Bitter 
oranges. 


Lemons. 
Prices. 


Orange  peel. 


Aniseed. 


Almonds. 


There  was  a  fair  average  crop  of  oranges.  Quality  excellent, 
with  satisfactory  prices  owing  to  constant  and  good  demand. 

There  was  a  good  crop  of  bitter  oranges  of  fair  quality,  but 
prices  in  the  London  market  were  low  and  unremunerative.  Frosts 
last  winter  damaged  the  trees,  and  it  is  not  expected  that  this 
year's  crop  will  be  good. 

The  yield  of  lemons  was  greater  than  that  in  the  previous  year 
and  the  quality  very  good.  Prices  opened  high  in  August,  but 
collapsed  in  September,  so  that  the  result  to  growers  must  have 
been  very  unsatisfactory  judging  by  the  low  prices  realised  in  the 
markets  of  the  United  Kingdom  which  were  apparently  glutted. 

Owing  to  the  limited  exports  of  fruit,  a  large  quantity  of 
orange  peel  is  offering  in  this  market. 

The  aniseed  crop  was  a  failure,  and  extravagant  prices  paid  for 
home  consumption  checked  the  export. 

There  was  a  medium  crop  of  almonds  with  ready  sales.  Stocks 
in  hand  were  light.  The  yield  of  Jordan  almonds  was  consider- 
ably smaller  than  the  previous  one.  Prices  opened  moderately, 
but  the  last  few  stocks  realised  fancy  prices,  such  as  21.  3s.  for 
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sniall  and  21,  5«.  6d,  for  large  selected  per  box  (28  lbs.)  f.o.b. 
Malaga.  Malaga  valencias  have  kept  throughout  the  whole  season, 
and  still  are,  at  opening  prices.  The  bulk  of  6rop  of  both  Jordan 
and  tf  idaga  was  exported  to  the  United  -States. 

Figs  gave  a  good  medium  crop  of  fair  quality :  export  was  limited  Kfi^ 
principally  to  the.  North  of  Europe,  the  British  and  American 
markets  being  generally  supplied  by  Smyrna. 

The  export  of  olive  oil  was  limited  to  some  transactions  for  the  OUt*  oU.. 
European  Continent  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  and  to  about 
2,500  tons  shipped  to  Budsia  in  the  summer  and  autumn,  as  prices 
paid  for  home  consumption  were  too  high  to  allow  for  export. 

The  present  crop  is  said  to  be  the  largest  known  in  Spain. 
Nevertheless  prices  kept  higher  than  they  generally  run  with  good 
medium  crops.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  since  the  large  crop  of 
1898  paid  for  at  extravagant  prices  in  Spanish  currency  in  conse- 
quence of  the  high  premium  on  foreign  bills  (up  to  215  per  cent), 
olive  growers  have  so  much  ready  money  that  they  are  in  no 
hurry  to  sell.  All  the  large  growers  now  have  placed  tanks  in 
their  mills  to  store  their  produce  in  the  hopes  of  high  prices,  so 
that  in  spite  of  the  large  crop,  arrivals  in  the  market  have  been 
much  below  what  might  have  been  expected,  and  prices  that 
continued  with  a  rising  tendency  during  the  last  two  months  still 
keep  as  high  as  29/.  per  ton  f.o.b. 

Importations  of  codfish  of  Labrador  and  Shore  cure  were  last  Codlih. 
year  51,400  quintals,  say  18,000  quintals  less  than  in  the  preceding 
year,  the  demand  being  limited  by  increased  prices  and  the 
high  rates  of  exchange.  French  fish  does  not  come  into  Malaga, 
as  thei'e  is  something  in  the  climate  which,  in  spite  of  more  careful 
selection  and  packing,  turns  it  pink  in  a  few  days.  Norwegian 
fish  only  comes  here  in  July,  August  and  September,  as  they  are 
earlier  than  the  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  fisheries,  but  it  does 
not  compete  with  the  latter,  being  dearer,  so  that  it  is  not  bought 
when  the  latter  is  available.  Only  3,000  to  4,000  quintals  of 
Norwegian  fish  came  here  last  year.  There  were  also  some  small 
consignments  from  Iceland  in  boxes,  and  some  parcels  came  from 
Newfoundland  (southern  and  western  portion)  in  barrels  of  about 
200  lbs. 

The  low  prices  ruling  abroad  prevented  the  shipment  of  iron  Mincraia. 
ore  in  any  quantity.  Nearly  all  the  mines  are  at  a  great  distance 
from  this  port,  and  the  costly  railway  carriage  renders  mining 
unprofitable ;  the  greater  part  of  the  mines  were  therefore  shut 
down,  and  work  will  not  be  resumed  unless  prices  improve  con- 
siderably. 
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Annex  A. — ^Tablb  showing  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the 
Port  of  Malaga  daring  1901,  and  Comparison  with  those  of 
1900  and  1899. 


Arlielefl. 

Qoantity. 

Kilos. 

1901. 

1900. 

1899. 

Oil        

15,006,583 

16,015,052 

18,598,796 

OUVM 

N 

184,566 

68,078 

62,758 

Spiiito 

Garlic 

Litres 

62,988 

107,389 

188,591 

Kilos. 

67,089 

90,950 

69,024 

Almonds 

»>           • 

.      1,S74,950 

1,882,529 

6,847,231 

Cknaxy  Med 

ft           • 

72,586 

67,285 

62,289 

Aniseed 

$•           • 

41,912 

11,580 

19,095 

Rice 

>»           • 

798.996 

1,182,469 

712,512 

Knts 

f»           • 

29,578 

12,080 

8,815 

Saffron 

M 

29 

44 

25 

Cocoa  thells 

99                     • 

8,189 

6,850 

2,800 

Orange  peel 

1*                      • 

105,126 

62,571 

91,269 

ChoRinnts  and  walnnta 

f*                      * 

72,205 

102,847 

58,016 

OnioiiS 

f9 

184,454 

78,052 

58,873 

Onminin                      • . 

»»                      • 

48,574 

25,764 

28,868 

Preserves 

»i 

26,271 

28,156 

10,742 

Chocolate 

l>                      • 

25,987 

68,851 

88,588 

Esparto,  raw    . . 

f»                      • 

'        202,524 

58,820 

208,880 

Dried  frnits 

n                • 

72,067 

111,287 

25,601 

Fresh  frnito      .. 

»»                • 

61,601 

102,289 

92,508 

Chickpeas 

11                " 

.;    2,980,588 

8,959,200 

2,838,065 

M 

171,868 

216,496 

192,707 

FigB 

>l              • 

1,504,191 

1,562,119 

560,969 

Soap 

>«                 • 

81.088 

85,729 

25,768 

Lemons 

99 

.  •     8,865,421 

8,401,117 

6,071,470 

Hineralfi 

*» 

8,031,420 

10,818,-287 

12,441,149 

Oranges 

l»                        • 

1,586,484 

1,215,589 

1,910,296 

Palm  leaf  work.. 

99                       * 

.   40,244 

41,180 

89.882 

Baisins 

99                        • 

.!     4,487,424 

5,417,258 

8,309,954 

Pimento 

.> 

61,697 

88,887 

74.429 

Lead 

»l                         • 

.    29,822,182 

25,700,622 

81,644,876 

Liqaoriceroot .. 

»>                         • 

18,715 

18,666 

89,662 

Grapes 

99                       • 

425,478 

240,776 

320,808 

Wine 

Litres 

.      7,247,056 

7,756,840 

10,896,344 

Cotton  goods    .. 

Kilos. 

87,156 

60,739 

81,802 
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Annex  B.— Tabub  showing  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  the 
Port  of  Malaga  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 


Oilfl,  paints  and  ooloors,  ko. 

Aicohol 

Baw  cotton 

Span    „ 

Biarch 

Pitch,  tar,  aspbalte,  Ac. 

Sugar 

Sulphur  and  chemical  prodncts 

Co<1fi8h 

PuTiag  Btones,  bricks,  cement,  ArC 

Cocoa 

Cofiee 


Coal 
Chare 


Dharcoal 

Barley,  maize,  chick  peas,  &c.    . . 

Beer  and  sparkling  wines 

Leather  and  hides,  &c 

Stayes        

Spices  and  presenres 
Tin,  copper,  zinc,  Ac 

Grease       

Qoano        . .         . .         . .         •  • 

Iron  of  all  kmds,  and  steel 

Iron  wire 

Jnte,  &c 

Lard         

Batter       

Machinery 

Fnmitare     and     manofactored 

goods     

Boards  and  lumber         • . 
Paper 

Cheese       

Woren  goods  ••        •• 

Wheat       

Glass  and  poroelain  •• 


Cable  metres. 
Kilos... 


1901. 


Qoaadty. 


251,287 

67,484 

2,111,669 

5,128 

1,004,879 

1,288,980 

44,360 

6,719,961 

4,877,898 

6,711,986 

30,411 

2,167,882 

44,725,887 

811,670 

2,848,871 

384.625 

428,592 

2,843,709 

242,522 

90,105 

831,916 

19,800,695 

8,977,812 

171,652 

863,563 

161,189 

498,882 

8,428,546 

126,786 
20,106 
66,152 
295,865 
116,404 
809,847 
287,867 


1900. 


619,610 

68,603 

8,224,101 

11,066 

777,490 

641,682 

9,896 

2,818,638 

4,831,561 

4,898,840 

16,237 

.  2,298,501 

41,288,911 

806,853 

8,U8,969 

168,884 

647,461 

8,892,198 

127,646 

119,330 

882,088 

26,884,086 

8,985,392 

114,764 

281,812 

226,958 

884,286 

2,267,110 

98.849 
14,889 
78,987 

188,082 

94,819 

2,096,280 

185,465 


Adra« 

Mr.  Consular- Agent  Benet  reports  as  follows : — 

Notwithstanding  activity  in  the  lead  workings,  production  has  Minerals  and 
fallen  o«F.  1^«<>- 

Prices  ruling  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  at  12/.  the  ton 
fell  during  the  latter  months  to  9/.  the  ton,  and  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  high  rates  of  the  exchanges  the  mines  could  not  have  been 
worked. 

Fruit  production  is  steadily  increasing  and  growers  are  disposed  Fruits, 
to  efiPeet  shipments  from  this  port  owing  to  the  economic  advan- 
tages they  gain  in  shipping  expenses. 

(93)  A  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8 


ADRA. 


Sugar. 
Shipping. 


Imports  and 
exports 


20,000  barrels  have  been  shipped  from  here  this  year. 

Sugar  is  the  mainstay  of  this  district  and  the  output  is  steadily 
increasing,  though  the  fall  in  price  of  the  cane  threatens  to  afifect 
the  industry. 

British  shipping  was  in  a  decided  minority  last  season  only 
two  British  steamers  aggr^ating  1,500  tons  having  entered  and 
cleared. 

Imports  and  Exports. 


Article* 

Qoantity. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Coal  and  coke    . . 
Lead,  in  bars     . . 
„     in  ore 

(about) 
It 

Tons. 
8,000 

•  • 

Tons. 

1,100 
220 

Aguilas. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Naftel  reports  as  follows  : — 
Shipping.  The  following  vessels  cleared  at  this  port : — 

Steamers. 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Yessels.    ' 

Total 

Net  Register 

Tons. 

British 

Norwegian         

Russian  .  •         • . 

Swedish 

Italian 

Qerman 

Spanish 

47 

8 
7 
4 
2 
1 
196 

49,880 
7,280 
7,822 
8,749 
2,884 
692 
109,760 

Imports 
(direct). 


Imports  (Direct). 


Articles. 


Coal 

Patent  fuel 
Cement  .. 


{ 


Railway  plant  and  machinery  < 


Sugar-mill  plant 
Steel  rails 


Coke 

Deals  and  battens 
LoooKOtires  and  tenders 
Boilers  .. 


{ 


Tons 


Standards 
Number 


Quantity. 


2,550 

6,600 

1,800 

1,814 

1,692 

67 

859 

288 

106 

44 

889 

8 

8 


From — 


England 

Wales 

Wales 

England 

England 

Belgium 

Belgium 

England 

England 

Wales 

RussU 

Glasgow 

Olai^w 
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ExpoBTS  (Direct). 

ArUdes. 

Tons  .. 
tp    •• 

Qiumtify. 

For- 

Iron  ore     •  • 

•  « 

86,940 

17,570 

8,100 

United  Kingdom 

Holland 

France 

112,610 

Siparto     •• 

17,686 

United  Kingdom 

BzporU 
(direci;. 


Some  26,000  tons  of  iron  ore  were  shipped  less  thanin  the  previous  Iwn  ore. 
year,  owing  to  slack  markets,  and  a  general  rate  of  freight  which 
seriously  handicapped  mineral  of  this  class.      Lai^e  stocks  lie  on 
the  piers  ready  for  shipment,  but  the  trade  is  seriously  depressed 

There  is  but  little  to  chronicle  as  regards  esparto ;  the  quantity  Ibparto. 
shipped  was  about  the  same  as  in  1900,  and  stocks  are  also  much 
the  same  as  at  commencement  of  1901.  Prices  have  been  droop- 
ing, owing  to  slack  demand  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  fear 
of  a  fall  in  exchange,  which  would  completely  alter  the  features 
of  this  as  of  every  other  export  business.  As  far  as  can  be  fore- 
seen the  new  crop  will  be  an  average  one. 

Merchandise,  &c.,  carried    during    the    year    by    the    Great  J^Si^^ 
Southern  of  Spain  Eailway  Company,  Limited,  at  Aguilas,  was  as  ^^®' 
follows : — 


Quantity. 

Paraongera 

Lireatock 

MineralB— 

Iron  ore  

Lead       

Number 
Head.. 

Tona  •. 

78,014 
48,494 

105,950 
4,690 

^VV^r 

Zinc        

Porcelain  day 

„    •  •        •  • 
»»    •  •        •  • 
*»    •  •        •  • 

839 
47 
81 

Eapat'to       •  •        •  •                   •  • 

111,607 

17,872 

5,823 

5,285 

4,800 

8,669 

8,028 

1,794 

1,018 

981 

729 

188 

49 

Floor          ••         ••         ••         •• 

Marble        

Coal 

Cereals       

Liquids 

Wood          

Straw          

Solphnr      

Teiiilea,  cotton  and  woollen 

wT**  ::    ::    ::    :: 

„    •  •        •  • 
„    •  • 

i>    •  •        •  • 
„    . .         •  • 
w     •  •          •  • 

w       •  •               •  ♦ 

»     •  •           •• 
„     •  •           .  • 

M        •  •                •  • 

Sondriea 

9t        •  •                 •  • 
„        •  •                a  • 

27,568 

Total 

188,246 

The  laying  down  of  concrete  blocks  in  the  bay  at  El  Homillo  New  port 
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has  been  delayed  by  weather,  and  by  difficulties  experienced  by 
the  divers  in  clearing  the  bottom  of  its  weedy  growth,  but  things 
are  progressing  steadily. 


BritUh 
•hipping 
(Annex  A). 


General 
shipping 
(Annex  B). 

Impoitfl. 


Coalftnd 
coke. 


Almeru. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Lindsay  reports  as  follows : — 

There  has  been  a  slight  falling-oflf  in    British   shipping  as 

compared  with   1900.     Nine  vessels*  with  a  tonnage  of  12,443 

tons  represent  the  decrease  of  British  shipping,  and  this  can  be 

accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  foreign  vessels. 

Norwegian,  French  and  Danish  shipping  have  increased,  the 

proportion  of  other  nations  being  about  the  same. 

Impobtb. 


ArticlcB. 

From — 

Tons 

QnanUtj. 

Value. 

Coala 

United  Kingdom 

28,260 

£ 

46,600 

Coke 

United  Kingdom 

it            •• 

2,000 

4,000 

' 

Finland.. 

SUndaids.. 

2,048 

81,870 

Timber 

Sweden . . 

M              *  * 

160 

1,125 

America 

»»              •  • 

838 

2,490 

Staves 

, , 

Pieces       .. 

890,179 

,, 

Wagons 

United  Kingdom 

Number    . . 

50 

6,950 

LocomotiTes 

Belgium 

II          •• 

2 

7,200 

From  the  foregoing  list  it  will  be  seen  that  the  imports  have 
considerably  increased  as  compared  with  the  Isist  report.  There 
also  has  been  a  small  importation  (about  30  tons)  of  pieces  of 
machinery,  of  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  details. 

The  coal  and  coke  have  been  imported  by  the  following 
firms,  viz. : — 


QuanUtj. 

Eemarks. 

Coal. 

Tons. 

Compafiia  de  los  Caminos  de  flierro 

del  Sur  de  Espafia 
Ingenio  de  Guadiz        ••         ••         •• 

Eugeiiio  Lebon  y  Cia. 

MessrB.  Yerd^o  Hermanos      •• 

Cia."LaCru2" 

Mr.  Job6  Bodriguez  Calvache  en  Lign. 

12,000 

2,200 
2,100 
1,620 
1,600 
640 

Railway  line  from  Linares 

to  Almeria 
Sugar  works  at  Goadix 
Gas  works 

Lead  smelting  works 

Coke. 

Campafiia  '*  La  Crnz  " 

Messrs.  Ycrdejo  Eermanos      .. 

1,600 
400 

Lead  smelting  works 
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Exports. 


Rxponx 
(Annex  C)l 


Articlet. 


Qoaniity, 


Value. 


Iron  on  .        •  • 
Zinc  ore  (calcined) 
„       (calamine) 
Lead  (in  ban)  .. 
Salt 
Esparto  •• 

Qrapea    . . 

Oranges.. 
Almonds 


Tons  .. 


Barrels 
Half-barrels  . 


Pomegranates 
Sundries.  • 

Total 


Boxes.. 
Gases.. 


280,000 

1,046 

700 

1714 

50,000 

19»400 

1,100,000 

6,500 

13,500 

8,600 

1,025 

160 


£ 

115,000 

8,850 

1,015 

21,000 

12,820 

72,750 

550,000 

1,650 

6,750 

5,400 

500 

80 

885 


790,200 


There  has  been  a  decrease  of  about  18,000  tons  in  the  exporta-  lw»  <>«. 
tion  of  iron  ore.    The  average  price  f.o.b.  for  iron  ore  of  50  per 
cent,  has  been  about  10«.  per  ton. 

Zinc  ore  has  nearly  all  been  exported  by  the  firm  '' Soci(^t^  Zinc  ore. 
Anonyme     M^tallurgique     Austro-Belge,"     of     Corphalie-Huy.. 
Belgium.    The  average  value  was  3Z.  48.  for  the  calcined  ore  and 
1/.  98.  for  the  calamine. 

Lead   is  an   old  industry   revived  and   which   is  carried  on  ^^^t^ 
satisfactorily  by  the  firm  "  Compailia  La  Cruz  "  in  the  smelting 
works  of  '*  Santo  Tomas  "  situated  in  this  port.     All  the  amount 
smelted  has  been  exported  to  Marseilles. 

The  exportation  of  salt  has  considerably  increased  as  new  ^'*" 
salt-pans  are    being  worked  at    Boquetas    by    the    same    firm 
(Mr.  Jose  Acosta  y  hermano),  who  still  continue  those  at  Cape  de 
Gata. 

The  salt  has  been  exported  to  the  following  countries,  viz. : — 


Conntiy. 


Ameriean  Republics 

Biadl 

HoUand 

Sweden        . .         •  • 

Tlie  Peninsula 

Total 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

8,000 

8,000 

1,050 

800 

82,150 


50,000 


The  average  price  for  salt  has  been  45.  6d.  per  ton. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  rain  the  exportation  of  esparto  has  been  Bsparto. 
slightly  less  than  in  1900 ;  the  average  price  f.o.b.  being  3/.  15*. 
per  ton. 

The  piXKiuction  of  grapes  has  very  much  increased,  as  over  ^mit. 

Orapej. 
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Destination  of 
the  grapes. 


Proapects. 

Prices 
Oranges. 

Almonds. 

Figs. 
Potatoes. 


Sugar  works. 
"Nnestra 
Seiiora  de 
Honsermt." 


200,000  barrels  more  thau  the  previous  year  were  shipped,  and 
should  110  unforeseen  circumstances  arise  the  crop  for  next  season 
is  expected  to  be  enormous. 

Last  season,  notwithstanding  that  the  exportation  reached  to 
over  a  1,000,000  ban*els,  much  harm  was  done  by  the  mildew  and 
melazo,  and  if  the  coming  crop  is  not  attacked  by  them  or  other 
pests,  it  will  be  an  enormous  one,  as  already  stated. 

More  grapes  were  shipped  to  New  York  than  in  any  other 
year,  and  the  idea  is  to  create  new  markets  in  the  other  parts 
of  America,  especially  in  the  Central  and  Southern  Republics,  as 
some  small  trials  have  been  made  there  with  satisfactory  results. 

Although  it  is  true  that  the  high  prices  obtained  other 
years,  with  few  exceptions,  are  no  longer  to  be  expected,  still  the 
business  is  a  good  sound  one  and  the  prices  in  general  are 
favourable. 

The  average  price  during  last  year  was  8s.  to  12s.  per  barrel 
according  to  quality. 

Oranges  have  been  steadily  increasing,  about  3,500  cases  more 
having  been  shipped  than  in  1900.  The  price  has  been  10s.  per 
case. 

The  exportation  of  almonds  has  diminished  ver)'^  considerably  ; 
about  3,000  boxes  less  having  been  export-ed  last  season.  Prices 
have  fluctuated  between  1/.  5s.  and  11  15s.  per  box. 

Figs  appear  as  a  new  export  this  year;  over  1,000  cases  having 
been  shipped,  with  an  average  price  of  9s.  j)er  case. 

Potatoes  are  being  grown  from  seed  brought  from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  promise  to  become  a  lucrative  business.  The  cla.ss 
grown  is  known  as  the  "  Royal "  and  the  seed  has  necessarily  to  be 
brought  every  year  from  the  United  Kingdom,  as  what  is  produced 
here  degenerates  and  can  not  be  used  a  second  year. 

The  sugar  works  of  "  Nuestra  Seiiora  de  Monserrat,"  have  been 
suspended  for  two  years  owing  to  disease  in  the  beetroot  caused 
by  the  insect  cassida  nebidosa  which  is  described  by  Monsieur 
Walther  Miiller  in  his  work  on  '* Insects  hurtful  to  Beetroot"* 
from  whence  I  extract  the  following : — 

"  These  coleopters  (cassida  nehulosa)  pass  the  winter  motionless 
underground  or  beneath  dried  leaves.  In  the  spring  they  leave 
their  hiding  holes  and  attack  the  plants  of  the  chenopodiacem 
(goosefoot  order).  The  insects  warm  upon  these  plants  and  the 
females  deposit  their  eggs  under  the  leaves.  These  are  hatched  in 
from  10  to  14  days  and  the  larvae  at  once  commence  devouring 
the  leaves  in  the  most  voracious  manner.  .  From  two  to  three 
generations  of  these  are  produced  yearly.  They  remain  in  the 
chrysalis  state  for  eight  days  when  the  perfect  insect  is  formed, 
which  requires  some  weeks  to  arrive  at  the  adult  state.  The  chief 
enemy  of  the  cassida  is  another  insect  which  belongs  to  the  family 
chalcidida.  The  females  of  this  insect  deposit  their  eggs  in  the 
bodies  of  the  cassida  and  the  larvte  resulting  destroy  the  latter. 
The  remedy  proposed  is  to  destroy  the  herbs  giving  shelter  to 

*  Tierische,  Zuckerrubenschadlinge  (1893),  Walther MuUer,  Bertin. 
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these  insects;  this  is  best  effected  by  fire  before  the  beetroot 
comes  up.  For  this  reason  it  is  proposed  to  leave  the  beet  fields 
fallow  for  two  years,  carefully  destroying  the  weeds  during  that 
period." 

The  campaign  for  locust  extinction  continues  steadily.     Some  Locutt. 
15  gangs  are  employed,  each  securing  from  265  to  400  lbs.  daily. 

The  method  of  collecting  is  as  follows :  A  large  sheet,  equal 
in  size  to  two  ordinary  bed  sheets,  has  a  hole  cut  in  the  centre 
and  an  ordinary  sack  is  sown  oi>  to  its  borders.  An  excavation 
is  made  in  the  ground  in  which  the  sack  enters,  and  the  locusts 
are  swept  into  this.    Any  remaining  are  destroyed  by  gasoline. 

Fuel  is  extremely  dear,  the  following  being  the  retail  prices  of  Co«t  of  foei 
various  kinds : —  ****'' 


DeacripUoB. 


Oidinary  bonaehold  coal 
Hooaehold  coke .  • 
Charcoal .  • 
Fetrolenm      


Per  ton 

I) 

» 
P&f.  gallon 


Frieea. 

£ 

f» 

d. 

1 

112 

0 

1 

18 

5 

4 

9 

7 

0 

2 

,8 

KoTB.^The8e  prices  are  reckoned  at  the  exchange  of  84  pepetaa  CO  c  per  1^ 

On  the  other  hand  gas  is  relatively  cheap,  costing  4s,  lid.  per 
1,000  cubic  feet.  An  efficient  gas  kitchener  on  Fletcher's  injector 
system,  with  four  gas  taps  for.  boiling  purposes,  may  be  purchased 
for  18a.  lOd.  It  is  extremely  economical  and  very  easily 
cleaned. 

For  illuminating  purposes  the  Auer  incandescent  light  is  the 
most  economical.    Then  follow  the  electric  light  and  acetylene. 

There  is  now  permission  to  load  and  discharge  at  the  part  of  Hariioar 
the  eastern  mole  which  is  filled  in  at  present.     Statistics  as  to  ^^"^^ 
the  length  of  the  western  mole  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure. 

The   Alquife  Mines  and   Eailway   Company,   Limited,  have  Pn»*lic 
advertised  for   the  construction  by  public  tender  of  mechanical  ^^'ho^i^i 
contrivances  for  the  loading  of  their  iron  ore     Thesfe  are  to  be  loading 
erected  outside  the  eastern  pier.  stages. 

The  strike  by  operatives  employed  in  loading  iron  ore  was  Strike  by 
kept  on  during  the  month  of  April ;  the  men  wanted  shorter  hours,  op«f»*ive». 
8  instead  of  9  hours,  and  they  finally  agreed  to  accept  8^  hours. 
Several  vessels,  especially  British,  were  obliged  to  leave  without 
loading  on  account  of  the  strika 

Exchange    has    fluctuated    between    36    pesetas   20   c.  and  Exchange. 
32  pesetas  50  c,  giving  an  average  of  34  pesetas  50  c.  per  1/. 
sterling. 

Foot-and-mouth  disease  has  been  declared  in  this  district, 
Although  few  cases  have  been  reported. 

During  the  month  of  March  (1902)  the  sums  collected  by  the  OuBtom-hoiite 
custom-houses  in  this  province  have  been  as  follows :  Garrucha,  revenue. 
38,739  pesetas  37  c,  or  15,348  pesetas  99  c.  more  than  last  year 
in  the  same  period;  Adra,  2,943  pesetas  88  c,  or  9118  pesetas 
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cartha6kna. 
Carthagbna. 


Mr.  Vice-Conaul  Gray  reports  as  follows : — 
Dritinh  The  number  and  tonnage  of  British  vessels  entered  and  cleared 

shipping         ^^  thig  port  during  1901  were  as  follows : — 


being  61  vessels,  with  72,151  tons  less  than  in  1900. 

At  Porman — 


Entered 
Cleared 


Nnmber  of 
VeaselB. 


85 
84 


Tont. 


44,1«2 
42,686 


being  six  vessels,  with  8,270  tons  less  than  in  1900. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  considerable  faUing-off  from  the 
figures  of  the  preceding  year,  which  were  considerably  less  than 
those  of  1899.  The  reason  for  this  diminution  in  shipping  may 
be  almost  entirely  attributed  to  the  comparatively  small  demand 
for  iron  ores,  which  product  requires  for  transport  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  tonnage  coming  to  this  port  and  that  of  PormaiL  The 
average  of  tons  per  vessel  coming  to  Carthagena  is  1)20,  as  com- 
pared with  980  in  1900,  and  1,056  in  1899,  which  is  accounted  for 
by  the  smaller  number  of  vessels  for  iron  ore  as  compared  with 
other  steamers,  as  those  which  load  ore  are  usually  of  much  larger 
size.  The  average  tonnage  of  a  vessel  at  Porman  was  1,261  tons, 
as  compared  with  1,279  tons  in  1900,  almost  the  same,  for  the 
reason  that,  apart  from  the  steamers  which  bring  coal  and  coke  and 
load  lead,  all  the  others  go  to  that  port  for  the  purpose  of  loading 
ore. 
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The  number  and  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  entered  and  cleared  Foreign 

at  Carthagena  during  1901  were  as  follows : —  •hipping 

^  ^  (exeinding 

BfitUh) 


Kationnlity. 


Anstro-HoDgariaa 
Belgian  •• 
Dutcli  •• 
Daniih  .. 
Freaeh  . • 
Gennaa  .. 
Greek  .. 
Italian  .. 
Norwegian  •  • 
Rnflsian  •• 
Swediih  .. 

Total 


Kamber 
ofYeMolB. 


6 

1 

29 

4 

70 

21 

2 

26 
88 
14 
10 


221 


Tonnage. 


10,126 

728 

16,926 

8,126 
66,088 
16,968 

8,084 
17,826 
88.544 
11,285 
10,667 


179,808 


being  five  vessels,  with  25,341  tons  more  than  in  1900.  Of  course 
those  five  vessels  were  not  each  5,000  odd  tons,  but  the  average 
tonnage  of  the  whole  221  vessels  was  greater.  It  will  hn  observed 
that  although  British  tonnage  shows  a  considerable  decrease, 
foreton  shipping  has  somewhat  increased.  Apart  from  two  new 
Dutch  lines  now  visiting  this  port  with  and  for  general  cargo, 
there  is  a  large  and  increasing  number  of  North  European  vessels 
engaged  in  the  fruit  trade,  which  is  steadily  augmenting,  and  this 
may  account  for  such  a  proportionate  difference  between  British 
and  foreign  shipping  visiting  this  port,  as  British  shipping  has 
undoubtedly  been  affected  by  the  decrease  in  the  shipments  of  iron 
ore,  whereas  the  trades  in  which  small  foreign  vessels  are  engaged 
are  rather  on  the  increase  than  otherwise. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  entered  and  cleared 
at  Porman  in  1901  were : — 


KationaUtj. 

^^ti**';  To--*- 

Aoatro-Hungarian        . .        •  • 
French    ..         ..         •• 

German 

Norwegian        

Rnnian 

6,285 
1,862 
1.016 
4,142 
8,868 

Total 

14 

16,668 

As  regards  Spanish  shipping  I  do  not,  as  usual,  include  vessels  Spaaiali 
engaged  in  the  coasting  trade,  nor  in  the  small  trade  with  the  north  flUpping. 
coast  of  Africa,  as  such  information  is  of  no  pi*hctical  interest  to 
British  shipowners  or  merchants. 

During  1901  there  were  entered  and  cleared  121  vessels,  with 
148,530  tons.    These  were  all  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade,  and 
(93)  B  2 
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only  one  of  them  was  a  sailing  vessel.  As  it  may  be  inter- 
esting to  British  shipowners,  I  give  the  following  comi)arative 
iable  of  shipping  entered  at  this  port,  beginning  with  the  year 
1897:— 


British. 

Foreign. 

Spf^niah. 

Tear. 

Kamber 

Namber 

Namber 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

YeBsels. 

VeaselB. 

YesBeU. 

1897     .. 

811 

805,280 

124 

92,862 

SS 

70,624 

1898     .. 

307 

298,8  U 

154 

100,193 

84 

101,701 

1899     .. 

835       i    836,514 

210 

163,847 

87 

126,879 

1900     .. 

293       1    287,198 

216 

163,962 

101 

127,908 

1901     .. 

232 

215,042 

221 

179,808 

121 

148,530 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  foreign  shipping  generally  is  on 
the  increase,  and  that  native  shipping  is  forging  ahead  considerably. 
The  increase  in  Spanish  shipping  in  1901  may  be  principally 
attributed  to  the  repeated  visits  of  two  steamers  of  about  2,200 
tons  dead  weight  each,  acquired  by  the  Carthagena  Navigation 
Company,  the  formation  of  which  I  referred  to  in  my  report  for 
1900. 

Many  years  ago,  when  great  competition  in  steam  shipping 
became  prevalent,  British  shipowners,  followed  by  foreigners, 
ceded  terms  in  charter  parties  altogether  unusual  and  inadmis- 
sible previously,  even  to  the  extent  of  giving  away  their 
business  in  foreign  ports  by  making  the  receivers  or  shippers . 
of  cargo  their  forced  agents,  instead  of  having  their  own 
appointed  agents.  They  seem  to  have  repented  of  those  con- 
cessions, as  may  be  infeiTcd  from  the  reformed  coal  charter 
party,  which  came  into  force  five  years  ago.  By  the  present 
form  of  charter  party,  many  abuses  arising  from  the  sald^ 
conditions  were  done  away  with.  Another  attempt  has  been 
made  by  British  shipowners  to  extricate  themselves  from 
their  present  position.  During  1901  a  new  form  of  charter 
party  was  decided  on,  to  come  into  force  at  the  beginning  of 
1902,  for  ores  from  the  Mediterranean  to  Europe  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  but  though  it  has  to  a  certain  extent 
ameliorated  the  conditions  in  favour  of  the  shipowners,  it  has 
not  gone  far  enough  to  free  them  from  all  objectionable  condi- 
tions, and  too  far  to  make  it  altogether  acceptable  to  charterers.  >- 
I  cannot  foretell  what  may  be  the  ultimate  result,  but  so  far  it 
seems  to  me  that  as  foreigners  are  not  bound  by  the  new  form  of 
charter  party,  and  are  not  so  amenable  to  be  led  as  formerly,  the  • 
effect  will  be  that  British  vessels  will  not  be  chartered  by  mer- 
chants who  object  to  the  new  conditions  when  foreigners  are 
available.  I  may  be  wrong,  and  I  hope  I  may  be,  but  I  cannot 
but  think  that  British  shipowners  have  handicapped  themselves  aa 
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against  foreigners  by  the  adoption  of  the  new  charter  party.  In 
f€U5t,  I  know  of  charter  parties  having  been  recently  done  with  • 
foreigners,  solely  because  charterers  found  the  conditions  of  the 
new  charter  party  objectionable.  The  error  of  having  previously 
conceded  unfavourable  conditions,  and  the  attempts  to  now  remedy 
the  evil,  are  not  unlikely  to  work  against  certalQ  British  ship- 
owning  interests,  because  the  new  conditions  do  not  seem  to  so 
benefit  the  British  shipowner  as  to  enable  him  to  favourably 
compete  with  the  foreigner  on  the  old  conditions. 

The  following  quantities  of  iron  and  manganiferous  iron  ores  J^P^rt*^ 
were  shipped  in  1901  to  the  countries  named : —  ^         "* 


Iron  and 


From— 

To- 

Quantity. 

Cartbageaa. . 

United  Kingdom     

Belgium        

France          

Holland  (for  Germany) 
United  States  of  America  . . 

Total       .. 

United  Kingdom     .. 
HoHand  (for  Germany) 
United  Siatea  of  America  .. 

Total 

Tons. 

288,805 

2,550 

4,810 

78,350 

16,400 

890,505 

Ponnan 

97,370 
10,698 
21,816 

129,383 

ganiferooH 
Iron  orei. 


being  69,571  tons  less  at  Carthagena,  and  11,567  tons  less  at 
Porman,  or  a  total  of  81,138  tons  less  than  in  1900. 

The  United  Kingdom  took  29,726  tons  less ;  Belgium,  1,550 ; 
France,  16,180 ;  and  the  United  States  took  68,740. 

During  the  whole  year  there  was  but  a  slight  demand  for  ores  as 
compared  with  1899  and  the  first  part  of  1900  owing  to  the 
general  depression  in  the  iron  and  steel  trades.  A  further 
quantity  of  Cehegin  magnetic  ore — now  designated  Calasparra 
ore — was  shipped  in  1901,  but  for  the  reason  that  it  is  a  com- 
paratively new  ore,  and  that  there  was  litttle  demand  for  any 
kind,  the  shipments  were  not  so  great  as  was  anticipated. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  few  sales  were  made  to  the  United 
States,  and  it  remains  to  be  sesn  how  this  ore  will  suit  that 
market 
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Shipments  in  1901  were : — 

Silver  Lead. 


From— 

To- 

V 

Qnaniity. 

Carthagena.. 

United  Kingdom    

France         ..         ..         .. 

Belgium 

Total 

United  Kingdom 

Torn. 

27,800 

18,704 

512 

48,525 

Porman 

8,961 

Soft  Lead  from  Carthagena. 


To- 

QoanUtj. 

United  Kingdom    

France        

Tonii. 
8,077 
8,878 

Total         

11,456 

Spain  (Barcelona) 

4,168 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  456  tons  in  the  shipments 
of  silver  lead  from  Carthagena  and  Porman,  as  compared  with 
1900.  Tbej  also  show  an  increase  of  1,618  tons  in  the  shipments 
of  soft  lead  to  abroad,  and  a  decrease  of  128  tons  to  Barcelona. 
Taking  both  kinds  of  lead  together,  the  net  increase  for  1901  is 
1,946  tons. 

The  price  of  lead  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  161.  6$,  3d, 
per  ton.  It  rose  immediately  to  17/.  Is.,  and  at  once  began 
to  fall  again  until  it  reached  the  lowest  (101.  5$.  7id.)  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  quantity  of  silver  in  ingots  exported  in  1901,  all  to 
France,  was  25,732  kilos.  The  price  of  silver  began  at  31||<Z, 
per  oz.  troy,  being  the  highest  figure  during  the  year ;  it  fell  to 
26^  Jd  on  December  20,  and  recovered  to  27^d.  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

During  the  year  the  following  quantities  of  "  blende "  were 
exported  to  the  countries  named : — 


Couniiy. 

Quantity. 

United  Kingdom 

Belginm      .. 

Qermany 

Ton& 

8,750 

45,900 

2,080 

Total 

51,780 

This  is  12,440  tons  more  than  in  1900. 
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The  United  Kingdom  took  1,210  tons  less ;  Germany,  820  tons 
less ;  and  Belgium  14,470  tons  more.  The  continued  low  price  of 
spelter  and  the  restricted  output  of  mines  has  kept  down  exports 
as  compared  with  1899,  when  shipments  were  practically  80,000 
tons. 

The  shipments  of  calamine  were : — 


OaUmioe. 


To- 

Qaantitj. 

Belglam 

Germany 

United  Kingdom    ..         

Tons. 

S,512 

1,690 

197 

ToUl       

4,899 

or  about  1,000  tons  more  than  in  1900.  This  class  of  zinc  ore, 
if  of  sufficient  percentage,  meets  with  a  ready  market,  but 
unfortunately,  there  is  little  of  it  to  be  got  in  this  mining 
district. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  list  of  exports,  the  quantitj^  of  Copper  ore 
copper  ore  shipped  during  1901  was  only  about  45  tons  to  Firauce  *^^  m»**«- 
and  Belgium,  as  compared  with  670  tons  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  France  in  1900. 

No  matte  has  been  shipped  in  1901. 

In  1901  there  has  been  a  big  jump  up  from  the  figures  of  1900  ^«>n 
in  iron  pyrites,  which  showed  an  exportation  of  2,690  tons,  wheresw  P^"^^ 
the  past  year  totalled  10,160    tons:    shipped    in  the  following 
quantities  to  the  countries  named : — 


To- 

Qaantity. 

United  Kingdom 

France         

Italy 

Kossia         

United  States  of  America 

Tons. 
1,650 
165 
1,795 
2.550 
4,000 

Total       

10,160 

The  shipments  of  ochre  have  been  in  1901  almost  the  same  Ochre, 
(only  100  tons  less)  as  in  1900.    They  were— 


To- 

Quantity. 

United  Kini^dom 

Germany 

Tone. 

2,540 

64 

Total        

2,594 

(93) 
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Esparto.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  quantity  of  esparto  shipped 

in  1901  as  compared  with  1900— the  figures  being  5,400  tons,  as 
against  4,692  tons  in  1900. 

^">*^  As  in  former  years,  I  give  the  figures  as  nearly  correct  as  I 

can  obtain  them  in  respect  of  shipments  of  oranges. 


To- 


United  Kingdom 
France 

Germany     •  • 
Algeria 


Quantity 


Cases. 

146,816 

6,000 

40,128 

1,068 


Comparison  with  former  shipments  to  the' United  Engdom  show 
such  a  small  difference  in  the  season  as  not  to  be  of  any  conse- 
quence, whereas  the  quantity  to  France  has  doubled,  and  to 
Germany  is  nine  times  greater.  The  quantity  to  Algeria  is  small, 
but  it  shows  a  beginning  of  shipments  of  this  fruit  to  a  new 
market  from  this  district.  Each  succeeding  year  must  show  an 
increase  in  the  exportation  from  this  port,  as  large  tracts  of  ground 
formerly  dedicated  to  other  products  have  been  turned  to  the 
cultivation  of  oranges. 

The  quantities  of  other  fruit  exported  in  1901  were  : — 


Articles. 

Quantity 

To- 

Tons. 

i.emons 

4S2 

United  Kingdom 

69 

Germany 

14 

Algeria 

Grapcd* 

28 

Algeria 

27 

France 

t 

United  Kingdom 

Pomegranates    . . 

106 

United  Kingdom] 

Other  fresh  fruit. . 

866 

Algeria 

127 

United  Kingdom 

26 

Holland 

20 

Other  countries 

Almonds  (in  sheU) 

182 

France 

66 

Algeria 

12 

Italy 

„        (shelled)         .. 

44 

France 

42 

Algeria 

8 

Other  coontries 

*  Grapes  from  this  district  can  stand  the  journey  to  Marseilles  and  the 
coast  of  Africa,  but  cannot  resist  the  longer  voyage  to  the  United  Kingdom. 


The  exportation  of  abnonds  is  likely  to  increase,  as  the  almond 
tree,  in  all  this  district  is  being  more  extensively  cultivated.  In 
..fiifl  part  of  the  country  it  thrives  exceedingly  well  and  requires 
very  little  attention  when  frosts  do  nob  kill  the  crop  in  the 
dowering  season  or  when  the  almond  is  newly  formed. 
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Wine. 


To- 

Qoantitj. 

Philippines 

Other  coantrlee 

Litres. 

970,000 

1,831 

I  append  a  list  (Annex   A)  of  other  exports  according  to 
custom-house  returns. 

The  following  quantities  of  coal  and  coke  were  imported  in  ^^^'**\ 
1901,  all  from  the  United  Kingdom :—  ^^  ""** 


To- 

Quantity. 

Coals. 

Coko. 

Carihsjfena        •  •         •  •         •  • 

Porman 

Tons. 
59,868 
6,669 

Tons. 
24,70i 
2,466 

being  10,642  tons  of  coal  and  5,496  tons  of  coke  less  into  both 
ports  during  the  year  than  in  1900. 

Apart  from  this  importation  there  were  6,280  tons  of  coals 
from  the  north  of  Spain,  by  sea,  being  4,226  tons  less  than  in 
1900.  No  Spanish  coke  came  by  sea.  Large  and  increasing 
quantities  of  coals  come  by  rail  from  the  Puerto  Llano  district, 
but  neither  receivers  nor  railway  company  care  to  give  figures.  It 
is  therefore  impossible  to  say  whether  there  has  been  less  con- 
sumption, or  whether  the  decrease  in  last  year's  importation  from 
the  United  Kingdom  and  North  of  Spain  has  been  made  up  by 
coal  brought  by  rail.  No  doubt  the  high  price  of  coal  with  the 
new  export  duty  in  the  United  Kingdom  caused  a  diminution  in 
the  importation  of  this  article. 

The  import  of  timber  in  1901  was —  Timber. 


AHicles. 

Quantity. 

Prom— 

Red  aad  white  pine 

Spruce         

Pitch  pine 

Oak  and  beech 

Standards. 
2,615 
1,140 
807 

Tons. 
180 

Rnssia  and  Sweden 

Canada 

United  States  of  America 

Au6tria-H  angary 

Ked  and  white  pine  and  spruce  are  very  little  over  the  figures 
for  1900  ;  pitch  pine  774  standards  less;  while  in  1900  there  was 
no  oak  and  beech  from  Austria-Hungary. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


26 


CABTHAGEKA. 


Cereals  and 
pulffe. 


The  import*  of  cereals  and  pulse  in  1901  was — 


Codfish. 


Lead  ore. 


ArUdes. 

Qnantity. 

From— 

Barley 

Tons. 
500 
567 

Russia 
France 

Total 

1,057 

Maize 

11 

400 

U 

United  Kingdom 

Russia 

France 

Total 

455 

Chickpeas 

Haricot  beans    ..         .. 

Floar  (wheaten).. 

1,416 
469 
770 

Morocco 

France 

France 

The  import  of  codfish  in  1901  was — 


From — 


Newfoundland  (direct  in  bulk) 

„            (in  casks  viH  United  Kingdom) 
France  (French  caught,  Newfoundland)     .  • 
Norway  

Total 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

1,466 
770 
882 
470 


8,678 


being  1,576  tons  more  than  in  1900,  apportioned  as  follows : — 


From — 


Newfoundland  (direct  and  vi&  United  Kingdom)  . 

„  (vifi  France) 

Norway  


Quantity. 


Tons. 

1,040 
806 
280 


The  great  increase  in  general  is  owing  to  the  enterprise  of 
Carthagena  firms,  who  have  invaded  ground  hitherto  supplied 
through  Alicante. 

During  the  last  four  years  the  consumption  further  inland  of 
French'Caught  Newfoundland  fish  has  increased  to  a  great  extent, 
principally  on  account  of  its  comparative  cheapness,  being  48.  to 
58.  per  quintal  less  than  the  British.  In  this  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood it  has  not  been  so  well  liked  as  the  British-cured  fish, 
but  it  is  making  way  steadily,  the  French  having  adopted  an 
improved  method  of  curing,  which,  with  the  heavy  bounty  to 
French  fishermen,  makes  the  competition  somewhat  formidable. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  another  cargo  of  Australian  ore 
was  delivered  at  this  port,  weighing  2,054  tons. 
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I  append  a  list  (Annex  B)  of  other  imports. 

The  rates  of  exchange  were  again  higher,  <.«.,  in  1900  they  were  Kxchango. 
higher  than  in  1899,  and  last  year  still  liigher  than  in  the  previous 
one.    At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  rate  for  sterling  was 

33  pesetas  67  c.  per  1/. ;  it  rose  to  36  pesetas  10  c  in  September, 
fell  to  32  pesetas  70  c.  about  December  9,  and  went  up  again  to 

34  pesetas  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  continued  high  rates 
•of  exchange  caused  alarm  in  the  country,  and  it  was  thought 
by  some  that  the  decree  making  the  customs  duties  on  certain 
articles  payable  in  gold,  in  Bank  of  France  notes,  or  by  approved 
paper  on  London,  Berlin,  or  Paris,  would  permanently  lower  the 
rates  of  exchange,  but,  though  there  was  an  immediate  and  con- 
siderable fall,  the  lower  rates  did  not  continue  long.  Since  the 
•end  of  the  year  the  rates  for  sterling  have  not  been  below  34 
pesetas  per  1/.  and  have  been  above  35  pesetas.  The  high  rates  of 
-exchange  are  very  favourable  for  exporters  and  the  reverse  for 
importers,  so  there  is  a  large  body  of  the  commercial  community 
who  would  prefer  high  rates  though  such  are  not  favourable  to  the 
.geneml  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Crops  in  general  were  about  as  usual,  and  during  the  first  part  Agriculture, 
-of  the  year  prices  ruled  high  but  fell  oflf  to  a  great  extent  when 
the  new  crops  were  gathered. 

The  large  electric  works  mentioned  in  my  previous  report  are  Miacellaneoaii. 
now  approaching  completion  and  will  very  soon  be  in  condition  to 
supply  light  and  force. 

The  construction  of  the  new  Government  dry  dock  still 
lingers  on,  but  the  completion  cannot  now  be  very  far  off. 

During  the  year  two  new  companies  have  been  started  in 
•Carthagena,  both  of  them  insurance  (tire  and  maritime),  and  each 
with  a  nominal  capital  of  10,000,000  pesetas.  Both  seem  to  have 
made  a  very  fair  start,  and  are  already  doing  considerable 
business. 

The  labour  question  is  troubling  Carthagena  as  it  is  doing  in 
-other  places.  Masons,  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  &c.,  are  working 
fewer  hours  than  formerly,  and  it  is  expected  that  shortly  they 
will  be  demanding  higher  wages.  There  was  some  trouble  during 
the  year  with  the  miners  about  wages  and  hours  of  labour  which 
was  temporarily  settled.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  on  account 
of  the  stoppage  of  many  mines  through  low  prices  for  ore,  heavy 
•cost  of  monopoly  explosives,  and  burdensome  taxation,  a  large 
number  of  men  were  thrown  out  of  work  and  became  very 
threatening.  Immediate  charitable  relief  and  employment  on  works 
■of  a  public  nature  seem  to  have  quieted  them  for  the  time  being. 

Labourers,  carters,  lightermen,  &c.,  engaged  in  the  loading  and 
■dischaiiging  of  ships,  struck  work  three  times  during  the  year,  first 
for  shorter  hours,  then  for  more  pay,  and  afterwards  against  the 
usual  annual  reduction  for  short  winter  work. 

Foot-and-mouth  disease  is,  at  the  time  of  writing,  and  for  some  Cattle  tlufMe. 
time  back,  causing  much  mortality  amongst  cattle,  sheep,  goats 
4md  pigs. 
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trade. 


New  line  of 
steamers. 


New  branch 
of  trade. 


Excemof 
iri'porii  and 
exportain 
IWOI 
1000. 


Garkucha. 

Mr.  Vice-CoDsul  Pecket  reports  as  follows : — 

The  principal  trade  of  the  section  of  coast  included  in  this 
Vice-Consular  district,  extending  from  Cape  de  Gatt  on  the  south- 
west to  Terreros  on  the  north-east  (in  extent  about  50  miles)  is 
the  export  of  iron  ore,  silver  lead  and  esparto,  chiefly  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  importation  thence  of  coal,  coke  and  mining 
machinery.  This  trade,  until  very  recently  was  carried  on  entirely 
under  the  British  flag,  but,  as  the  following  returns  will  show,  is 
now  participated  in  by  Spanish,  Danish,  Norwegian,  French, 
Belgian,  Austro-Hungarian  and  Uruguayan  steamers. 

The  coasting  trade  from  other  Spanish  ports  is  unimportant 
and  is  ccurried  on  exclusively  by  Spanish  vessels,  with  few  excep- 
tions small  sailing  craft. 

There  has  been,  hitherto,  no  regular  line  of  steamers  calling 
here  and  there  were  no  facilities  for  passengers  to  come  or  go  by 
sea,  but  arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  a  service  of  Spanish 
steamers  from  Malaga  and  Motril  to  call  here  twice  a  month,  en 
route  for  AUcante,  Valencia  and  Barcelona. 

This  no  doubt  will  be  highly  appreciated,  both  by  shippers 
coastwise  and  passengers,  coflsidering  that  the  nearest  railway 
station  is  22  miles  away. 

The  plantation  of  grape  vines  has  been  frequently  referred  to 
in  previous  reports,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  in  this,  the  first 
year  of  shipment,  about  3,000  barrels  of  grapes  have  been  exported 
to  London. 

This  may  be  looked  upon  as  an  ever-increasing  trade  as  the 
vines  come  to  maturity. 

Both  the  imports  and  exports  during  the  year  1901  have  been 
in  excess  of  those  of  1900,  as  the  annexed  tables  show : — 

Gboss  Amount  of  the  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  during  the 
Year  1901,  compared  with  those  of  1900. 


^aloe. 

1001. 

1000. 

Importo         

Exporta         

£ 
121,811 
467,762 

£ 
104,180 
488,076 
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Imports. 


1900 

1901. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

'       Ton-. 

£ 

Coke 

8,049 

16,098 

7,872 

14,744 

ToHla 

10,670 

16,005 

16,942 

28,918 

Timber  and  deals 

1,196 

7,170 

4,581 

2M86 

Lead  ore 

2,634 

21,072 

X,878 

19,024 

Bar  iron 

215 

2,150 

:^57 

Ji,570 

Oanpowder 

04 

940 

186 

1,860 

Petroleam 

601 

5,010 

446 

4,450 

Salt       

501 

501 

772 

772 

Rice 

900 

9,900 

852 

9,872 

Floor 

109 

1.199 

152 

804 

Barley 

740 

5,920 

36 

288 

Soup 

818 

7,825 

378 

9,825 

Beans  and  peae. . 

4r 

1              ^*^ 

180 

540 

Codfish 

15 

1                 60 

22 

88 

Indian  corn 

587 

1,134 

, , 

, , 

Cement 

78 

109 

119 

178 

Machinery        

., 

.. 

55 

4,125 

Steel  wire  rope; .         . . 

.. 

!        '     •• 

11 

182 

Bricks 

, , 

•  • 

107 

160 

Old  bar  iron  and  used 

raila 

165 

620 

, , 

, , 

Various  articles 

208 

8.320 

1.  . 

•        104,180 

57 
88,897 

2,280 

Total     .. 

26,988 

121,811 

» 

Exi 

'OKTS. 

1900. 

19 

01. 

Articles. 

* 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Iron  ore. .                   , . 

869,789 

18^,869 

389,896 

169,948 

Silver  lead       .. 

5,446 

190,010 

5,779 

202,266 

Esparto 

8,886 

81,088 

2,504 

20,032 

Oranges  and  lemons   .. 

2,059 

1,080 

1,614 

9,877 

Grapes 

.. 

. . 

76 

1,520 

Selenitic  lime  .. 

260 

65 

418 

104 

Driedfigs 

99 

594 

, . 

, , 

Copper  ore 

580 

1,160 

•  • 

•  • 

Vegetable  fibre.. 

121 

484 

24 

96 

860 

1.080 

610 

1,880 

L^ore 

2,989 

28,512 

5,882 

47,056 

-Coppermatte  .. 

66' 

1,650 

•  • 

Iron  rails 

169 

1,188 

458 

0,806 

Palmeto  leaTes.. 

124 

620 

118 

690 

Barloy 

,  • 

86 

688 

20 

40 

129 

268 

Indian  com 

45 

90 

, , 

, , 

Bricks 

45 

67 

Beans  and  peaH. . 

, . 

. 

la.*) 

406 

Various  articles 

•• 

•• 

18 

720 

Total     .. 

885,918 

488,076 

357,792 

457.762 

7537 
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Silver  lead. 


Eaparto. 

Oranges  and 
giapct. 

Coali  and 
coke. 


Timl)er 


The  silver  lead  was  shipped  (with  the  exception  of  311  tons 
which  went  to  France  in  one  French  steamer)  to  the  United 
Kingdom  in  British  bottoms. 

2,398  tons  of  the  esparto  were  also  exported  to  the  United 
Kmgdom  under  the  British  flag. 

1,276  tons  of  oranges  and  40  tons  of  grapes  were  sent  to 
London  in  British,  and  338  tons  of  oranges  and  12  tons  of  grapes 
in  Spanish  steamers. 

Of  the  15,942  tons  of  coals  imported  10,770  tons  were  from 
the  north-east  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  as  were  7,372  tons 
of  coke.  5,058  tons  of  coals  from  the  north  of  Spain  were 
imported  in  Spanish  steamers. 

The  timber  was  brought  from  the  Baltic  in  two  Russian  sailing 
ships : — 

The  iron  ore  was  exported  as  follows : — 


Flag. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Country. 


Qnantiiy. 


British 


20 
4 

8 
8 

7 


Swedish     ••         • 

French 

TJrugaaTan 

Aostro-H  ongarian . 
Koiwegian . . 


Spanish 


{ 


42 

2 
L 
6 
6 

2 

1 
1 
1 
32 
10 
3 
1 


Total 


106 


Tons. 

United  Kingdom     .. 

56,1(54 

Canada 

16,976 

Holland 

28,764 

France 

6,080 

America 

25,648 

•  •                •  • 

182,482 

United  Kingdom     . . 

8,911 

Germany 

9,800 

France          • .         . . » 

8,808 

France 

18,400 

United  Kingdom     .. 

5,400 

Austria-JIungaiy     . . 

8,000 

America 

4,800 

America 

4,110 

United  Kingdom     . . 

108,498 

Holland 

86,856 

France 

11,876 

America       •  •         • . 

6,460 

889,896 


Shipping  and  Nothing  new  can  be  said  in  regard  to  facilities  for  landing 
and  embarking,  which  are  still  done  ofif  the  open  beach,  with  the 
result  that  during  heavy  easterly  and  north-easterly  gales  no  work 
can  be  done  and  vessels  are  often  detained  for  days. 

The  average  rates  of  freight  ruling  during  the  year  have  been 
as  follows : — 


navigation. 
Facilities  for 
loadiniT  and 
emharkiug. 

Kates  of 
ireight 


Articles. 


Iron  ore  •  • 
Lead  .. 
Orangea   •• 


United  Kingdom 
America 
United  Kingdom 

London        ,« 


Bates 

of  Freight. 

£    t,,    d. 

Per  ton 

0    7    6 

99                         •  • 

0    8    0 

»f                         •  • 

0    7    6 

Per  box 

0     1     9 

„   ton(siij) 

1     I     0 
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,      Coal  and  coke  froiin  north-eastern  ports  of  the  United  IJingdom, 
ol.  5s.  per  keel  of  21i  tons  of  the  former  and  11  tons  of  the  latter. 

Pilotage  is  compnjsory  and  the  rates  are : — Inwards,  10  pesetas :  Pilotage. 
)utward8,   10  pesetas;   to  Pdlomares,  15   pesetas;   to  Villaricos, 
L5   pesetas;  to  Gala  Concha,  20  pesetas;  to  Poze  del  Esparto, 
25  pesetas.     Steamers  bound  to  La  Gralera,  Carboneras  and  Agua 
Amarga  pay  here  an  inward  an4  outward  pilotage  of  20  pesetas. 
1      The  light,  63  feet  above  the  sea  level,  is  a  fixed  one  of  the  fifth  i.ighth^ 
order  on  a  yellow  tower  (not  white  as  described  in  the  British 
books  of  directions),  31  feet  high,  near  the  old  castle  or  fort  ol 
Jesus  Nazareno. 

According  to  a  new  ,  custom-house  rjegulation  the  duty  on  New 
certain  goods  imported,  and  on  all  goods  exported,  if  exceeding  ^^^ 
10  pesetas,  must  be  paid  in  gold  or  its  equivalent.  The  only  gold  '^^'*^^'^ 
accepted  will  be  that  coined  in  Spain  or  by  the  nations  forming 
the  Latin  Union.  The  following  paper  money  will  also  be 
accepted,  viz.,  French  bank  notes,  bills  of  exchange  and  cheques 
on  Paris,  London,  Brussels  or  Berlin,  provided  always  that  they 
$j:e  drawn  in  pounds  sterling,  francs  or  marks,  and  properly 
guaranteed. 

The  payment  in  gold  on  the  imports  only  aflPects  this  port" 
with  regard  to  coals  and  coke,  and  came  into  force  on  December  1, 
t901. 

The  new  regulation  applies  to  all  exports,  and  has  been  enforced 
from  March  1,  1902. 

To  prevent  payment  of  these  duties  in  gold  entailing  an 
increase  in  the  tariff  a  rebate  on  the  duty  will  be  allowed 
corresponding  to  the  average  exchange  during  the  month  in 
which  ihey  are  paid,  and  this  exchange  will  be  fixed  by  the 
Blinister  of  Finance  on  the  15th  and  last  days  of  each  mopth. 

The  present  rebate  is  25  per  cent,  calculated  on  the  average 
exchange  on  Paris  at  36*43  per  cent. 

Annexed  are  tables  relating  to  the  shipping  at  Qurrticha  for 
the  years  1900  and  1901  :— 
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Population 
Industries. 


Wages. 


Mining. 

Siena 

Almagreitt. 


Although  the  fixed  population  of  the  town  itself  is  only  about 
5,000,  that  of  the  district  is  probably  considerably  over  200,000. 
There  are  several  towns  with  over  12,000  inhabitants  each,  and  a 
large  agricultural  population  scattered  over  the  farms,  "  cortijos," 
and  orange  and  olive  groves  in  the  interior. 

Some  thousands  of  these  travel  annually  during  the  summer 
months  to  work  in  Algeria  and  Andalucia  and  return  to  their 
homes  in  the  autumn. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  remaining  labourers  are  miners,  and 
the  rest  are  employed  in  fishing  and  work  on  steamers,  and,  as  I 
have  mentioned  in  a  preceding  report,  as  "arrieros"  or  carriers 
of  fish  and  other  produce  into  the  interior,  employing  large  droves, 
"recuas"  of  donkeys,  returning  with  cargoes  of  oil^  wine, 
fruit,  &c. 

Work  has  been  plentiful  during  the  year  and  wages  p^ood.  The 
following  was  the  average  rate  throughout  the  year.  The  loading 
and  discharging  of  steamers  are  carried  on  by  piece-work. 

Only  men  belonging  to  the  guild  "  Matricula  "  of  seamen  ai*e 
allowed  to  work  on  board  the  vessels  and  lighters,  and  these 
earn  at  present  exchange : — 


Deecription. 

Per  Day. 

Currency. 

SterUng. 

Beamen 

Longshoremen 

Miners  were  paid — 

Pickmen        

lisbourers 

Boys 

Master  masons 

Bricklayers        

Labourers       

Boys 

Masterjoiners 

Journeymen 

Boys 

Agricultural  labouren  .. 

Pesetas  c. 
4      0 
3      0 

2  0 
1    75 
1      0 

to 
1    25 

3  50 
8      0 
8      0 
1      0 

to 
1    25 
8    60 
8      0 
1    75 
1     50 

to 
1    75 

*.    d, 
2    4 
1    9 

1    2 

1  Oi 
0    7 

to 

0  8f 

2  0^ 

1  9 

1  2 
0    7 

to 

0  8| 

2  0^ 

1  9 
1     OJ 

1        0  lOi 

to 
J        1    Oi 

Mining  continues  to  be  very  active  in  the  lead  and  silver 
mines  of  the  Almagrera  range.  Nearly  all  the  principal  mines, 
which  were  obliged  to  stop  work  on  account  of  being  flooded,  are 
now  being  opened  out  afresh  either  by  the  proprietar}'  companies 
or  by  companies  formed  to  take  them  on  lease.  The  largest  of 
th^e  is  one  domiciled  in  Bilbao.  This  company  is  working,  or 
making  preparations  for  working,  no  less  than  30  mines,  and 
intends  to  light  and  supply  motive  power  to   work   these   by 
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electricity;  to  this  end  it  is  constructing  works  at  Villaricos. 
The  power  at  first  will  be  600  horse-power,  but  arrangements  are 
made  to  extend  this  to  1,200  horse-power  if  required.  It  is 
expected  that  this  installation  will  be  completed  in  July  or  August, 
1902. 

The  activity  in  this  great  mining  centre,  which  was  fully  General 
described  in  my  report  for  1888,  is  due  entirely  to  the  successful  J^^J^"^ 
efforts  to  reduce  the  water  in  the  mines  of  the  General  Pumping 
Company,  a  German  undertaking,  at  its  pumping  stations  of  El 
Artiel  and  Herrerias.  The  amount  of  progress  made  during  1900 
up  to  December  15  was  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  when  the 
first  artesian  shaft  from  the  underground  station  had  reached  45 
metres  in  depth,  and  the  company  was  obliged  to  suspend  its 
continuation  owing  to  the  great  influx  of  water.  With  the  aid  of 
three  mammoth  pumps  already  in  place  this  water  was  sent  to  the 
surface,  and  on  April  2  last  year  the  opening  of  the  second  artesian 
shaft  of  22  inches  diameter  was  begun  and  was  continued  until 
June  18  when  a  depth  of  60  metres  was  reached,  and  the  second 
mammoth  pump  installed  with  such  good  results  that  the  com- 
pany was  able  to  notify  officially  on  July  1,  1901,  to  the  mining 
societies  that  the  draining  of  the  second  zone  was  accomplishe(l 
to  the  depth  of  80  metres  (263  feet)  below  the  surface  of  the 
Mediterranean.  The  engineers  now  turned  their  attention  to 
the  works  and  installations  necessary  to  attack  the  third  zone. 
It  is  intended  to  continue  the  main  shaft  90  metres  further,  and 
to  put  down  at  the  bottom  a  new  pump  worked  by  electricity  and 
open  a  gallery  communication  with  it  for  the  reception  of  the 
water  at  a  depth  of  175  metres  (575  feet)  below  the  level  of  the 
sea.  This  very  interesting  undertaking  will  necessitate  the  in- 
stallation at  this  depth  in  excavations  made  "  ad^hoc  "  of  powerful 
machinery,  including  a  70  horse-power  steam  engine,  electric 
motors  and  compressed  air  plant  for  perforating,  lighting, 
ventilating,  and  even  for  cooling  the  rock.  On  December  ol, 
1901,  the  total  depth  drained  was  82-07  metres  (270  feet),  and  the 
dessication  continued  at  the  rate  of  about  3  centims.  in  24  hours, 
say  9  inches  per  week. 

The  general  pumping  station,  which  has  been  successfully  at  Herrerias. 
work  for  some  time  on  the  silver  mines  at  Herrerias,  and  which, 
though  now  able  to  keep  down  the  water  by  working  six  hours 
a-day,  is,  in  view  of  any  sudden  influx  of  water  from  the  neigh- 
bouring Eiver  Almanzora  in  time  of  floods,  to  be  increased  by  the 
addition  of  a  new  pump  supplied  by  the  above  company. 

Not  content  with   this  improvement,  the  engineers   of  this  Central 
enterprising  company  are  at  present  engaged  in  preparing  the  electric 
foundations  of  a  large  edifice  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  install  a  '*****'^" 
central  electrical  station,  so  that  very  shortly  electricity  will  be 
substituted  for  steam  power  and  enable  the  workings  to  be  carried 
on  at  depths  and  in  places  never  explored  by  former  miners,  among 
whom  we  may  safely  include  the  ancient  Romans,  who,  to  judge 
from  the  number  of  lamps  and  other  antiquities  found  in  the  old 
workings,  were  evidently  not  unacquainted  with  this  rich  silver 
deposit. 
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compftny. 

Laeainena. 


New  lead 
smefting 


worka. 


Public 

healbh. 


Agricultare. 


PobUc    2 

works. 

lUilwaj. 


General 
remarks. 


A  new  company  has  been  formed  in  London  for  the  working 
of  some  of  the  outlying  mines  of  the  Bedar  district,  and  a  wire 
rope  tramway  about  2  miles  long  has  been  constructed  to  connect 
them  with  the  railway  to  Garrucha. 

The  other  mines,  and  those  of  Lucainena,  have  been  worked 
regularly  throughout  the  year,  and  the  produce  has  been  about  the 
same  as  previous  years. 

The  copper  smelting  works  at  Palomares,  owned  by  a  British 
company,  have  been  converted  into  lead  smelting  works,  and 
will  probably  in  future  add  largely  to  the  lead  exports  of  the 
district. 

The  climate  of  this  district  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  finest, 
and  the  town  one  of  the  healthiest  in  Europe.  The  deaths  have 
been  exceedingly  few  during  the  year,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  boat  accidents,  confined  to  very  young  children  or  very 
old  persons. 

Of  agriculture  there  is  little  or  nothing  to  say ;  the  crop  of 
cereals,  never  of  much  importance,  has  been  below  the  average. 

The  plantation  of  oranges  and  grape  vines  continues,  and  will 
add  each  year  to  the  fruit  exportation. 

Locust  beans  have  been  purchased  during  the  year  to  the 
extent  of  some  3,000  Spanish  quintals  (of  22  lbs.)  at  the  average 
price  of  7d.  per  quintal.  About  100,000  quintals  of  olives  have 
been  produced  in  the  neighbourhood  and  sold  at  the  average  price 
of  3s.  per  quintal.  The  production  of  beetroot  has  not  exceeded 
10,000  quintals  and  this  has  been  sold — delivered  into  factory  in 
Almeria — at  40  pesetJis  (say  23s.)  per  ton. 

The  construction  of  the  projected  railway  from  Lorca  to 
Almeria,  vi&  Vera  and  Garrucha,  appears  to  be  still  as  far  off  as 
ever.  Monster  meetings  are  held  at  intervals,  and  petitions  in  its 
favour  presented  to  Government,  but  as  yet  no  capitalist  has  been 
found  to  undertake  the  enterprise  although  the  subsidy  is  a  very 
tempting  one. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  district,  were  it  not  for  certain 
fiscal  restrictions,  would  become  one  of  the  most  important  in  the 
South  of  Spain,  and  a  very  large  business  done  direct  with  the 
United  Kingdom,  especially  in  manufactured  articles^  chintzes, 
cotton  goods,  &c.  There  is  a  very  large  consumption  of  petroleum 
in  the  mining  districts,  and  for  lighting  towns  and  private  houses, 
but  none  of  these  things  can  be  imported  from  abroad  in  foreign 
vessels. 


Grakada. 

k  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Davenhill  reports  as  follows : — 
Within  the  city  and  the  province  generally,  business  has  been 
decidedly  dull  throughout  the  year,  and  there  has  been  much  com^ 
plaint  of  the  falling-off  in  the  profits  of  the  beetroot  sugar  re- 
fineries from  excess  of  competition  and  the  heavy  taxation.  A 
good  deal  of  capital  has  been  invested  in  the  installation  of  the 
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**  fabricas  "  at  Baza  and  Guadix  without  these  enterpriBes  having 
rendered,  so  far,  the  good  results  which  were  anticipated. 

With  r^jard  to  public  works  there  is  but  little  to  be  men- 
tioned ;  some  tramways  have  been  laid  down  through  the  principal 
streets  from  the  Alameda  to  the  railway  station,  but  no  part  of 
the  line  has  yet  been  opened  to  the  public  service. 

The  most  important  event  afifecting  the  capital  during  the 
past  year  is  the  inauguration  of  the  new  line  of  railway  from 
Daifontes  to  Moreda,  which  gives  direct  communication  with 
Almeria  and  shortens  the  journey  to  Madrid  by  some  10  hours. 

Coaches  now  run  from  Granada  to  Daifontes  in  union  with 
the  trains,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  it  is  probable  the  line 
will  have  been  continued  to  Granada  itself. 

Much  satisfaction  has  been  felt  also  by  the  restitution  of 
the  night  telegraphic  service,  which  had  been  very  arbitrarily 
abolished. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  a  project  for  placing  a  cross  in 
commemoration  of  the  New  Century  on  the  summit  of  El  Picacho 
de  la  Yeleta  had  to  be  abandoned  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
which  attended  the  undertaking,  and  the  great  expenditure  it 
would  have  necessitated,  but  now  it  has  been  decided  to  place  the 
monument  on  Los  Martires,  a  conspicuous  spot  overlooking  the 
city  and  Vega.  The  works  have  been  already  commenced,  and 
will  include  the  arrangement  and  adornment  of  the  immediate 
neighbourhood. 

The  health  of  Granada  has  been  generally  satisfactory,  the  year 
not  having  been  marked  by  any  serious  epidemics. 

With  respect  to  agriculture,  the  province  suffers  from  the 
lai^uid  interest  shown  by  the  large  proprietors. 

The  wheat  and  com  harvests  were  under  the  average,  owing, 
doubtless,  to  the  abundant  late  rains  towards  the  end  of  May  and 
the  early  part  of  June.  The  olive  crops  have  been  good  on  the 
whole  throughout  the  province,  and  the  vintage  was  fair. 

Beetroot  has  not  been  nearly  as  plentiful  as  in  other  years  on 
account  of  the  disinclination  of  landowners  to  continue  growing  it 
in  view  of  the  small  prices  offered  for  the  article,  and  of  the  dis- 
ease which  affected  many  of  the  roots  in  consequence  of  prolonged 
rains. 

This  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  beetroot  sugar  industry,  and 
the  consequent  prospect  of  an  agricultural  crisis,  has  decided  the 
"labradores"  to  solicit  the  permission  of  Government  to  grow 
tobacco,  for  which  plant  the  soil  is  said  to  be  admirably  suited, 
and  the  matter  is  already  creating  much  enthusiasm. 

The  creation  of  new  industries,  the  working  of  which  is  drawn 
from  electricity  by  means  of  water-power,  is  being  promoted 
throughout  the  province,  and  at  present  water-power  is  being 
utilised  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montijecar  to  gain  electric  energy 
for  the  lighting  of  the  town  and  for  the  working  of  a  flour  mill 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Mining  speculation  has  created  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and 
there  is  a  general  desire  to  prosecute  with  greater  energy  some 
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of  the  works  already  ia  exploitation.  The  iron  mines  of  Alquif^, 
acquired  by  a  British  company,  are  now  being  very  energetically 
worked,  many  facilities  for  the  carriage  of  the  mineral  being 
afforded  by  the  recently  opened  line  from  Calahorra  to  the  sea- 
board. 


I^ead. 


Silrer. 
Exchange. 

MiDesand 
works  in 
<  peration. 


Population. 

Linarofl- 
Almei'ia 
Bailway. 

Apiculture. 


Linares. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Power  reports  as  follows : — 

The  principal  industry  of  this  district  has  suffered  considerably 
owing  to  the  continued  fall  in  the  price  of  pig  lead  in  London. 
The  market  opened  fairly  well  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  with 
prices  from  16/.  55.  to  16/.  7s.  6d.  per  ton,  which,  however,  steadily 
fell  away,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  price  stood  at  10/.  2s.  6rf.  to 
10/.  3s,  9d,  per  ton,  giving  an  average  price  for  soft  Spanish  pig 
lead  in  London  of  12L  9s.,  as  against  17/.  Os.  b^d.  per  ton,  the 
averse  for  1900. 

Suver  also  has  fallen  away  in  value,  the  average  being  25-26d., 
as  against  28'28c/.  for  1900. 

The  average  exchange  for  11.  drafts  at  sight  was  34  pesetas  74  c, 
as  compared  with  32  pesetas  53  c.  per  1/.  in  1900. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  continuous  drop  in  the  price  of  lead 
a  considerable  number  of  mines  have  been  closed  as  unprofitable. 
The  number  of  mining  concessions  on  the  active  list  is  practically 
the  same  as  in  1900,  viz.,  1,330. 

The  production  of  1901  was  as  follows : — 


Quantity. 

Lead  ore,  1st  claaa 

„        2nd  class           

Tons. 
70,600 
25,400 

Total 

95,900 

Pig  lead 

40,265 

A  steady  increase  is  shown  in  the  production  of  iron  ore. 

The  four  lead-smelting  and  manufacturing  establishments,  viz., 
T.  Sopwith  and  Company,  Limited,  La  Plonnfem  Espanola,  La  Cruz 
and  the  Fortuna  Company,  Limited,  were  maintained  in  active 
operation  during  the  year. 

The  population  of  Linares  remains  at  the  same  figure  as  for 
1900,  viz.,  35,000.    British  subjects  numbered  160. 

All  operations  on  the  Baeza-Linares  section  of  the  Liuares- 
Almeria  Une  are  suspended,  and  no  definite  date  can  be  given  for 
its  completion. 

The  crops  ot  cereals  for  1901  have  exceeded  all  expectations, 
and  the  produce  of  olive  oil  has  also  been  exceptionally  good. 
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The  return  of  the  principal  crops  is  given  as  follows ;— 
it* 

Crop.  i  QoaniHy- 

Wheat I  Bushels  62,500 

Bdrloy '        „  ..I  60400 

Beans „  .  7,000 

Ott  'Gallons  ..'  50,780 

The  rainfall  lias  been  steady  and  continuous  during  the  winter 
months  and  it  is  anticipated  that  again  excellent  crops  will  be 
obtained  this  year.  The  damage  done  by  locusts,  which  it  vraa 
feared  would  be  serious,  proved  insignificant. 


Maiibella. 
Mr.  Vice-Consul  Calzado  reports  as  follows : — 


Comparative  Table  of  British  Shipping  Entering  and  Clearing 
the  Port  of  Marbella  during  the  Yeai-s  1900-01. 

1900. 


Number 

•f 
Vessels. 

8 
8 

ArrivaU. 

1 
ToBBSsre.      T  wne. 

i 

Departures. 

Description. 

Number 
Vessels. 

! 

Laden 
In  ballast 

!      £ 
6,411     t       .. 
9,869    1      .. 

8 

7 

16 

9,859    ;   8,898 

Total 

16 

16,270 

14,6-20        8,898 

1901. 

I  ■• 

Ai^rirals. 

Departures. 

Deseription. 

Number 

of 
Vettels. 

Tonnage.    Value. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tonmge., 

Value. 

Laden     .. 
In  ballast 

1 
9 

■ '  1 
1      £ 
598 
10,877     '       .. 

9 
2 

10,877 
1,248 

£ 

•  • 

Total 

10 

11,476     ;      .. 

11 

12,126 

" 
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The » principal  vessels  running  in  the  iron  trade  have  been 
British,  with  the  exception  of  one  Swedish  steamer  and  one 
-Spanish. 

Eeturn  showing  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  the  Port  of 
Marbella  during  the  Year  1901,  with  Country  of  Origin. 


Artidee. 


Coali     .. 
Buperphonphate 
ftulpbato  of  potoah 
Timber  .. 
Manure  .. 
Locomotive  wheels 
Irou  wheels 
Roofing  felt 
Steel  plates 

„    shovels 
Iron  and  brass  tabes 
Steel  bars 

„    wheels 
Oast  iron  plates 
Steel  axles 
CrysUl  .. 
Leather  belting. . 
Lamps   .. 
Thee4o1ite 
Bteel  rails 
Fish  plates 
Bolts  and  nuts  . . 


Tons  . . 
Kilos.. . 
»»  •  • 
Gab.  metres  . 
Kilos... 
Number 


Kilos... 

Number 
KUos.. 

»»    • 
Number 
Kilos. 


Quantity. 


United 
Kingdom. 


1,886 

162,500 

20,820 

133 

84,805 

8 

5 

844 

642 

86 

8,926 

8,460 

800 

11,088 

8,562 

176 

72 

66 

689 

80,875 

981 

284 


Sweden. 


258 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of  Marbella 
during  the  Year  1901,  with  Country  of  Destination. 


Tons 
Bozos 

Quantitj. 

Artides. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Ui^ted 
States  of 
America. 

HoUand. 

Iron  ore           . » 
Oranges  and  lemons   .« 

12,960 
4,884 

8,200 

8,915 

Among  the  exports  have  also  been  4,186  cwts.  of  cork  and 
8,137  cwts.  of  locust  beans,  re-exported  to  some  Spanish  ports. 
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Return  of  Vessels  of  all  Kinds  which  Visited  the  Port  of  Marbella 
during  the  Year  1901. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

NatlonaUty. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

British    .. 
Spanish  .. 
Swedish  .. 
Norwegian         •• 

10 
20 

1 
1 

11,475 

20,760 

1,018 

645 

207 

572 

22 

15 

11 
20 

1 

1 

12,125 

20,760 

1,018 

645 

224 

572 

22 

15 

Total       •. 

82 

88,902 

816 

88 

84,552 

888 

85  sailing  vessels  under  the  Spanish  flag,  with  a  tonnage  of 
3,424  tons  and  571  crew,  were  entered  and  cleared  at  Port 
Marbella  during  the  Year  1901. 

Table  of  Fees  for  Pilotage  Inwards  and  Outwards  (New 
Regulations  since  January  1,  1901). 


Classification. 

Amount 

From  81  to  800  tons          

„     800  tons  upwards 

To  San  Pedro  Alc&ntara  and  Rio  Verde  •  • 

Pesetas. 
15 
20 
15 

NoTX.~AU  Teasels  are  obliged  to  pay  pilotage  with  the  exception  of  those 
under  80  tons  snd  vessels  in  the  ooasting  tnde. 

At  San  Pedro  Alcdntara  beetroot  and  sugar  cane  is  grown,  and  Sugar  crop, 
the  yields  during  the  years  1900-01  have  been  as  follows: — 


Year. 


1900 
1901 


Quantity. 


Cwti 

48,885 
17,886 


The  above  figures  show  a  decrease  of  30,999  owts.,  as  compared 
with  the  1900  crop.  Cane  has  produced  14,372  cwts.  of  sugar, 
and  beetroot  3,514  cwts. 

There  would  doubtless  have  been  a  larger  crop  in  beetroot  had 
it  not  been  for  a  plague  of  insects  which  destroyed  the  plantation. 

At  £1  Angel  the  yield  of  sugar  cane  compared  with  the  1900  Sugar  crop, 
crop  is  as  follows : — 
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Year. 

Qoantity. 

1900           

1901           

Cwts. 

8,260 
6,545 

Population. 

Public 
health. 


Trade. 


Shipping. 


This  shows  a  decrease  of  1,715  cwts.  over  the  previous  year. 
A  larger  crop  is  looked  forward  to  in  the  coming  season. 

Tlie  population  of  Marbella,  according  to  the  last  census, 
amounts  to  7,894  inhabitants. 

The  public  health  has  been  satisfactory  in  this  district  all  the 
year  through 

Mazarro.v. 

Mr.  Consular- Agent  Pearse  reports  as  follows : — 
The  trade  of  Mazarron  in  the  year  1901  shows  a  slight  increase 
in  imports,  but  also  a  heavy  decrease  in  exports,  as  compared  with 
1900,  the  former  due  to  stock  of  coals  being  low  at  the  end  of 
1900,  which  had  to  be  replenished  early  in  1901,  and  the  latter, 
to  a  very  marked  falling-off  in  the  quantity  of  iron  ore  exported, 
which  is  to  be  explained  partly  by  the  production  of  several  mines 
becoming  exhausted  and  by  the  heavy  fall  in  prices  of  foreign 
markets.  The  home  trade  shows  but  little  variation,  exports 
having  somewhat  increased. 

The  total  number  of  British  vessels  cleared  at  Puerto  de 
Mazarron  in  1901  was  19,  with  a  total  net  register  of  19,181  tons, 
as  compared  with  32  vessels  and  33,663  tons  in  1900,  viz.,  a 
decrease  of  13  vessels  and  14,482  tons,  this  deplorable  fact  being 
due,  as  I  pointed  out  in  my  last  report,  to  the  more  advantageous 
conditions  of  charter  offered  by  Norwegian  and  German  ship- 
owners. 

Imports  in  British  Vessels. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Coal 

C9ke 

Tons. 

11,378 

1,559 

Total       

u    1900 

12,982 
18,898 

Exports  in  British  Vessels. 


Articlea. 

Qnantitj. 

Iron  ore 

SUyerlead 

Tons. 

21,548 

2,872 

Total       

„     1900 

28,915 
57,821 
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Articles. 

Quantity. 

Coal 

Coke.;        

Silver  lead  ore        

Machineiy  ..         ..         • 

Tons. 

10,714 

2,707 

1,028 

128 

Total       

„    1900 

14,572 
9,240 

Exports  in 

Foreign 

Vessels. 

Articles. 

Qoantitj. 

Silver  lead 

Tons. 

15,896 

80,615 

Iron  ore       •  • 

00* 

•• 

Total 
„    19 

46,011 
54.087 

Eecapitulation. 


« 

Quantity. 

In  British 
Vessels. 

In  Foreign 
Vessels. 

Total 

Total  imports  in  1901  •• 
1900.  • 

Tons. 
12,982 
13,898 

Tons. 

14,572 

9,240 

Tons. 

27.504 

22,688 

Total  inerease   .. 

•  • 

•  • 

4,866 

ToUl  exports  in  1901  .. 
„             1900.. 

28,915 
57,821 

46,011 
54,087 

69,926 
111,908 

Total  decrease  .• 

•  • 

•  • 

41,982 

The  total  output  of  the  Mazarron  lead  mines  in  1901  was  guyer  lead 
approximately  759,000  quintals,  as  compared  with  767,000  quintals  ore. 
in  1900.     The  following  table  will  show  the  approximate  output 
of  each  mine  which  was  in  production  in  1901,  as  compared  with 
the  results  obtained  in  1900 : — 
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FroDi  enclosed  return  it  will  be  noticed  that  imports  by  coasting  importa  tnd 
vessels  have  decreased  by  1,154,499  kilos,  and  exports  increased  exports  bj 
by  3,646,815  kilos,   as  compared  with    1900 ;    the    decrease  in  J^Sjf 
imports  is  due  to  less  Spanish  coke  having  been  bought  by  the  lead  ^'^^ 
foundry,  and  the  increase  in  exports,  to  more  grain  having  been 
shipped. 

The  decrease  in  number  of  tons  of  iron  ore  exported  is  over  ^"  o**- 
42,000  tons,  due  as  I  have  pointed  out  above  to  the  abandonment 
of  several  exhausted  mines   and  to  the  very  low  prices  ruling 
during  the  year  on  foreign  markets. 

The  salt  pan  property  has  been  bought  up  by  some  enter-  Salt  j 
prising  foreign  residents,  who  are  now  making  the  necessary 
repairs  and  preparing  machinery  in  order  to  fully  develop  its 
resources.  The  production  is  expected  to  be  considerable  and  will 
offer  great  advantages  to  foreign  purchasers  in  quality,  price  and 
loading  facilities. 
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Return  of  Imports  and  Exports  by  Coasting  Vessels  at  Puerto 
de  Mazarron  during  the  Year  1901. 


Imports. 

Exports.* 

Description  of  Goods. 

Foreign  and 

Colonial 

Goods. 

National 
Goods. 

National 
Goods. 

Cement  and  lime 

Coke  and  coals 

Pitch  and  tar    . . 
Lesd  ore,  argentiferous 
Lead  in  pigs        „ 

Iron  ore 

Bar  and  sheet  iron 

M  an  ofactu  red  iron  and  steel  .. 

Pomegranate  peelings . . 

Colours 

Alum      ..         ..         •• 
Chloride  of  sodium 
Chemical  products 

Hard  soap         

Gunpowder,    explosives     and 

matchrope 

Cotton  textures 

Wood  and  timber 

„     manufactured     .. 

Stoves 

fi&parto,  raw 

„        manufactured.. 

Palm  branches 

Machinery         

Salt  fish 

Barley 

Other  grain 

Flour      

Dried  vegetables          :  • 

Oranges 

Sugar     

Carob  beans 

Bran 

Alimental  preserves     . . 
Soup  condiments         •• 
Tobacco..         ••         ..         •« 

Kilos. 
80,000 

•  • 
86,883 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  ■ 

47,181 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Kilos. 

614,150 
2,868,900 

196,225 
9,608,637 

2,31*6,000 
34,000 
86,667 

110,000 
18,403 
97,270 

88.450 

68,P61 

616,614 

92,104 

7,800 

•• 

•  • 

'6,131 

7,200 

13,668 

1,187,369 

■  • 

14,832 
47,260 
4,760 
7,132 
16,497 
12,276 

Kilos. 

405,006 

362,000 

78,727 

6,810,762 

1,647,116 

29,975 

16  850 

216,612 

94,840 

8,180 

'750 

115,240 
148,298 

28,660 
9,490 

12.000 
570,948 
147,802 

18,750 
4.000 

*  a 

Total 

112,514 

17,886,076 

10,729,980 

„    1901 
„    1900 

•  • 

17,997,589 
19,162,088 

10,729,980 
7,083,166 

Increase  or  decrease     . . 

-  1,154,499 

4-  3,646,816 

*  No  foreign  and  colonial  goods  were  re-exported. 

NoTB.— There  were  also  25,635  empty  bags  imported  and  6,888  exported,  and 
1  horse  imported  and  1  exported. 
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Mr.  Consular- Agent  Villar  reports  as  follows : — 

Coal  is  the  principal  article  of  direct  importation  in  this  district  Coal, 
and  for  the  use  of  seven  sugar  factories,  the  average  price  being 
IL  7s.  per  ton.  c.f.i. 

The  crop  of  sugarcane  last  year  sho«ved  an  improvement  on  Sugar  cune, 
the  preceding  one,  and  for  crushing  the  demand  exceeded   the 
former  season  by  9,811,747  kilos.,  or  about  10,000  tons. 

The  price  of  sulphate  of  ammonia  has  averaged  11/.  5s.  per  Sulphite  of 
English  ton.  »°""»"^ 

Superphosphate  of  lime  of  16  to  18  has  cost  7  pesetas*  5  c.  per  Super- 
100  kilo&  f.o.b.  at  shipping  port,  working  out  to  about  11  pesetas  p)iy«P*^*^ 
expenses  and  duties  paid. 

The  importation  of  these  articles  is  on  the  increase,  owing  to 
the  manufacture  of  artificial  manures  for  the  use  of  this  and  other 
districts. 

The  prices  for  lumber  have  ruled  at  96  pesetas  67  c.  per  metric  Lumber, 
ton. 

Artificial  guano  of  the  San  Govain  and  Taillie  brands,  which  Artificial 
are  the  only  brands  imported  last  year,  may  be  valued  (taking  into  °^'*°'^ 
consideration  the  rates  of  exchange),  including  landing  expenses, 
4&c.,  at  27  pesetas  43  c.  per  100  kilos.     Old  bones,  &c.,  also  used 
for  manure  and  sugar  factories  realised  about  11  pesetas  13  c.  per 
100  kilos. 

Barley  and  oats  equal  to  19  pesetas  13  c.  per  100  kilos.  ^^^^  *""* 

The  price  of  calamine  averaged  for  the  year  at  37  pesetas  per  ^  .     . 
100  kilos. 

Owing  to  the  excessive  freights  demanded  by  steamship 
agents  at  this  port,  producers  were  compelled  to  send  on  their 
products  to  Almeria  and  Malaga  for  transhipment,  and  in  this 
form  the  following  articles  and  quantities  have  gone  forward  : — 


ArUcles. 

Quantity. 

Esparto        

Urupes         

RaisiiiB        

Dried  figs 

Almonds,  shelled  and  unshelled 

(about) 

n 

•  •           •  • 

Tons. 
236 

87 

17 

85 
118 

little  has  been  done  towards  finishing  the  main  road  between  Road 
this  place  and  Almeria.    The  main  road  connecting  this  place  with  making. 
Malaga  is  still  unfinished  and  remains  unopened  for  public  tratiic. 
Permission  can  be  obtained,  however,  to  utilise  the  portion  con- 
structed. 

The  commerce  and  agricidture  of  this  district  is  naturally 
affected  by  the  sugar  industry,  which  affects  all  classes,  as  it  is  the 

•  1  peseta  -»  about  7(L 
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mainstay  of  the  district,  and  the  depression  was  greatly  accentuated 
by  the  occurrences  of  last  March,  which  was  reported,  of  the 
destruction  of  property,  &c.,  by  the  rioters. 
Railroad*,  The  surveys  for  the  railroad  for  mineral  traffic  connecting 

Ac.  '  the  Alpujarras  with  this  port  have  been  carried  out,  but 
the  execution  of  the  project  will  not  be  put  in  force  until  the 
"  Le  Creuzot "  (the  contractors)  obtain  the  Government  authorisa- 
tion to  construct  a  quay  at  Calahonda,  separate  from  that 
which  the  Marquis  de  Cavaselice  has  been  authorised  to  erect. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Com7)ierce  of  the  Canary  Islands  for  the 

Tear  1901 

By  Mb.  Consul  Crokkr. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  June  3,  1902.) 

Owing  tx)  tlie  difficulty  in  obtaining  reliable  statistics  relating  Introductory- 
to  the  trade  of  these  islands  for  the  year  1901,  it  has  been 
impossible  to  compile  the  annual  report  at  an  earlier  date.  As 
usual,  weights  and  measures  alone  are  given,  as  the  customs 
authorities  do  not  keep  any  record  of  the  values.  The  figures, 
however,  are  sufiicient  to  indicate  the  fluctuations  of  trade,  but  it 
must  always  be  remembered  that  the  commerce  of  these  islands 
is  small,  and  if  heavy  imports  of  any  article  be  made  towards  the 
close  of  the  customs  year,  the  figures  for  the  following  year, 
showing  a  corresponding  decrease,  will  apparently  but  wrongly 
indicate  a  diminution  of  trade.  Take,  for  instance,  the  imports  ot* 
soap,  which  come  exclusively  from  the  United  Kingdom.  In  1900 
the  imports  figure  at  773  tons  ;  in  1901  they  appear  as  only  452 
tons ;  while  the  consumption  of  the  article  was,  in  reality,  larger 
in  the  latter  than  in  the  former  year. 

On  the  whole  the  trade  of  1901,  judged  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  imports,  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  quite  equal  to  that  of 
the  previous  year,  and  as  the  United  Kingdom  holds  the  largest 
share  of  the  business,  it  is  against  her  name  that  the  figures  show 
the  more  marked  decrease.  The  export  trade,  however,  was  larger 
than  in  1900,  and  the  productions  of  the  islands  are  steadily 
growing.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  improvement  will 
be  maintained,  or  whether  it  will  fall  away  under  such  influences  as. 
competition  from  the  West  Indies.  The  principal  cause  of  the 
decline  in  the  import  trade  has  been  the  fluctuations  in  exchange,, 
which  invariably  exercise  a  detrimental  effect  upon  the  commerce  of 
these  islands.  For  example,  several  instances  were  noticed  last 
summer,  in  which  goods  manufactured  in  Spain  were  contracted 
for  here  at  higher  prices  in  pesetas  than  were  asked  in  sterling; 
for  superior  qualities  of  the  same  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
reckoning,  of  course,  the  rate  of  exchange  on  the  date  of  contract. 
This  was  due  solely  to  the  instability  of  the  rate,  and  to  tliu 
(105)  A  2 
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natural  desire  to  discount  a  possible  rise  between  the  date  of 
•contract  and  the  date  of  payment,  a  period  which  frequently  extends 
over  9  or  10  months. 

From  the  early  days  of  1901,  it  was  observed  that  the  steadier 
rate  of  exchange  which  had  prevailed  throughout  the  previous  year 
was  developing  an  upward  tendency.  The  rise,  however,  was  very 
gradual.  The  rate  on  January  1  was  33  pesetas  60  c,  and  the 
highest  point,  36  pesetas  6  c,  was  only  touched  on  September  19. 
Subsequently,  the  exchange  became  easier,  receding  with  small 
fluctuations  to  35  pesetas  50  c.  on  December  4.  The  market  was 
then  suddenly  agitated  by  the  proposal  of  the  Spanish  Finance 
Minister  to  collect  the  customs  duties  in  gold  upon  certain  articles 
on  their  importation  into  Spain,  and  so  violent  a  decline  set  in 
that  on  December  9  the  rate  had  fallen  to  32  pesetas  70  c.  As 
usual  in  such  cases,  the  rapidity  of  the  fall  was  followed  by  a 
smart  reaction,  and  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  the  exchange  had 
again  risen  to  34  pesetas  15  c.  On  March  1,  1902,  this  proposal 
of  the  Finance  Minister  became  law,  yet  the  rate  of  exchange 
to-day  is  34  pesetas  25  c. 

The  fluctuations  of  exchange  were  not,  however,  the  only 
disturbing  factor  in  the  trade  of  the  islands.  As  was  pointed  out 
in  the  report  for  1900,  early  in  that  year  a  syndicate  was  formed 
of  the  principal  merchants  in  the  islands  for  the  purpose  of  renting 
from  the  Government  the  free  port  rents.  A  rival  syndicate, 
consisting  of  the  smaller  merchants  and  tradei-s,  the  agriculturists, 
and  professional  and  private  people,  outbid  the  merchant  syndicate 
and  secured  the  rents.  During  the  interval,  however,  between  the 
acceptance  of  their  tender  and  tlieir  entrance  upon  possession, 
large  quantities  of  dutiable  goods  were  hurried  forward  and  paid 
duty  under  the  old  tariff.  The  immediate  effect  was  to  cause  a 
stoppage  of  all  imports  of  the  particular  goods  .so  affected.  The 
imports  of  alcohol,  for  instance,  which  was  one  of  the  articles 
principally  affected  by  tlie  change  of  tariff,  fell  from  162,360 
gallons  in  1900  to  20,148  gallons  in  1901.  The  result  was  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  rents  fell  far  short  of  the  expectations  of  the 
contracting  syndicate,  whi:h  ultimately  came  to  grief,  the  free 
port  rents  passing  again  into  the  hands  of  the  Government.  The 
Government,  it  may  be  mentioned,  did  not  suffer  any  pecuniary 
loss  by  the  failure  of  the  syndicate,  as  they  held  a  deposit  of 
500,000  pesetas,  an  amount  which  was  more  than  sufficient  to 
cover  the  deficit.  The  rents  were  again  put  up  for  disposal,  and 
on  March  21  last  a  Lender  of  1,002,000  pesetas  was  accepted  by 
the  Government  from  a  syndicate  composed  of  the  leading 
merchants  and  the  late  syndicate,  who  have  thus  settled  their 
differences  by  a  sensible  compromise,  each  party  taking  half  the 
business.  The  amount  paid  to  the  Government  by  the  late 
syndicate,  it  may  be  mentioned,  was  2,000,000  pesetas.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  trade  will  fall  into  its  ordinary  channels  now  that  it  is 
freed  from  the  disturbing  elements  of  this  artificial  rivalry. 
Import!.  ^'^®  United  Kingdom  maintains  her  hold  of  the  largest  share 

of  the  import  trade,  there  being  very  few  branches  in  which  she 
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does  not  Kgure  as  a  competitor,  while  in  some  lines  she  possesses 
the  monopoly. 

The  mother-country  is  pushing  her  business  in  the  islands, 
and  Germany  still  retains  a  substantial  though  not  increasing 
share.  France,  Belgium  and  Italy  divide,  in  the  order  named,  the 
remainder  of  the  trade  in  general  goods.  Practically,  tlie  only 
business  done  with  the  United  States  was  in  timber,  as  also  was 
that  with  Norway  and  Sweden. 

Taking  the  imports  into  Tenerifie  in  detail,  we  again  find  a  Cotton§. 
falling-off  in  the  business  in  cotton  goods,  the  figures  being  550 
tons  for  1900,  and  477  tons  for  1901.  It  was  pointed  out  last 
year  that  the  rise  in  exchange  would  have  the  effect  of  diverting 
much  of  the  business  in  cotton  textiles  from  the  United  Kingdom 
to  Spain.  That  the  prognostication  was  correct  may  be  seen  by  a 
reference  to  the  annexed  table  of  imports  (Annex  A).  Spain  there 
appears  as  ihe  only  importer  which  increased  her  business,  lier 
imports  having  risen  from  171  tons  in  1900  to  194  tons  in  1901. 
Those  from  the  United  Kingdom  fell  from  282  tons  in  the  former 
year  to  224  tons  in  the  latter ;  those  from  Germany  from  54  to 
24  tons ;  those  from  Italy  from  24  to  22  tons  ;  and  those  from 
Belgium  from  11  to  5  tons.  France  retains  her  former  share  of 
the  trade  with  8  tons.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Italy  did  almost  as 
much  business  as  Grermany,  and  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  she  is  now 
competing  with  Germany  on  the  latter's  own  ground,  viz.,  cotton 
suitings  and  trouserings,  a  line  in  which  Germany  previously 
possessed  a  monopoly.  In  cotton  flannels  Germany  still  holds  her 
own,  especially  in  the  cheaper  makes. 

The  United  Kingdom  commands  more  than  twice  the  trade  Woollens, 
in  woollens  done  by  her  nearest  competitor,  Spain.  Her 
shipments  in  1901  were  practically  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year  (51  tons  in  1901  against  50  tons  in  1900),  but  they  compare 
very  favourably  with  the  shipments  in  1899  and  1898,  which 
amounted  to  27^  and  9^  tons  respectively.  France  increased  her 
shipments  from  9  tons  in  1900  to  15  tons  in  1901,  sending  over 
some  very  saleable  lines  in  the  showy  class  of  goods,  which  obtain 
the  principal  sale  in  this  market.  The  imports  from  Germany 
fell  away,  but  there  is  still  some  demand  for  the  cheaper  and  less 
durable  goods  which  she  manufactures. 

As  the  islands  are  not  wealthy,  there  is  no  great  demand  for  siik. 
goods  of  silk  manufacture.     What  business  there  is  lies  chiefly 
Detw^een  France  and  the  United  Kingdom,  but  Germany,  Spain 
and  Italy  also  compete. 

The  imports  classed  under  the  heading  of  linen  and  jute  goods  Linen  and 
consist  principally  of  bags  and  sacking,  and  the  supplies  come  J^*«  So«>d8. 
almost  exclusively  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  principal  feature  in  the  mercery  business  during  the  year  Merjery. 
under  review  has  been  the  demand  for  goods  of  Italian  manufac- 
ture. In  fact,  this  country  is  rapidly  attaining  to  the  position 
formerly  held  by  France  in  the  market.  This  advance  she  has 
obtained  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  antl 
(105)  A  3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CANARY   ISLANDS. 


Hats. 


Thread. 


Leather. 


Food-stuffs. 
Wheat. 


Maixe. 


Beans. 


Flour. 


Colonial 
produce. 

^ugar. 


France,  the  imports  from  which  countries  all   show  a  marked 
decline.     Spain  retains  her  former  share  in  the  business. 

Felt  hats  of  Italian  manufacture  are  chiefly  in  demand,  and 
the  shipments  from  Italy  continue  to  increase.  French  goods 
hiave  also  a  considerable  sale,  the  demand  being  for  a  highly  glossed 
article.  The  United  Kingdom,  Spain  and  Germany  still  compete, 
but  fully  half  of  the  British  shipments  consist  of  straw  hats. 

The  thread  business  remains  practically  a  monopoly  in  the 
hands  of  the  British  manufacturer,  and  the  demand  continues 
steady.  The  shipments,  it  is  true,  show  an  increase  in  1901  over 
those  of  the  previous  year,  but  the  fact  is  accounted  for  by  the 
large  stocks  held  over  in  1900  from  1899.  The  only  other  marks 
which  appear  are  of  Spanish  and  German  makes. 

The  mother-country  still  retains  the  largest  share  in  the 
leather  business,  influenced,  as  it  is,  so  largely  by  the  question  of 
exchange.  A  marked  feature,  however,  was  the  increase  in  the 
shipments  from  Belgium,  which  country  now  holds  the  place 
formerly  occupied  by  France.  There  is  an  increasing  demand  for 
Italian  leather,  which  has  now  quite  as  good  a  sale  as  that  sent 
by  the  French  shippers.  Shipments  from  the  United  Kingdom 
are  small,  but  not  decreasing. 

Comparatively  large  shipments  of  wheat  were  made  from  the 
United  Kingdom  in  the  year  under  review,  few  grain  crops  having 
been  raised  in  the  islands.  Much  of  this  grain  is  consumed  in 
the  form  of  "  gafio,"  a  preparation  made  by  toasting  and  grinding 
the  grain,  and  adding  some  salt.  It  is  said  to  give  much  more 
nourishment  in  this  form.  It  is  kneaded  with  water  into  a  sort  of 
dough,  and  it  constitutes  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  diet 
among  the  labouring  classes. 

Maize  is  also  used  for  the  same  purpose  as  wlieat.  The  supplies 
were  considerably  more  than  double  tliose  of  the  previous  year, 
and  the  business  fell  as  usual  to  Morocco  and  the  Argentine 
Eepublic  in  almost  equal  shares.  It  is  a  large  and  growing 
business,  but  no  effort  seems  to  have  been  made  by  British  or 
French  shippers  to  regain  the  share  in  it,  which  they  formerly 
possessed.  In  1898,  for  instance,  one-half  of  the  total  imports 
of  this  grain  came  from  Liverpool  and  Marseilles. 

There  is  always  a  large  demand  for  beans,  but  the  business  is 
practically  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  Morocco  shippers.  The 
imports  were  not  quite  as  large  as  in  1900. 

The  United  Kingdom  maintains  her  monopoly  of  the  imjx>rts 
of  flour,  and  her  shipments  in  1901  were  very  largely  in  excess  of 
those  of  the  previous  year. 

The  increasing  local  production  and  the  new  tariff  have  had  a 
marked  effect  upon  the  imports  of  sugar.  In  1899  the  imports 
into  Tenerifife  amounted  to  184  tons;  in  1900  to  112  tons;  and 
in  1901  they  figure  at  28  tons  only.  Cane  is  now  doing  very 
well  in  this  island,  althougli  the  industry  here  cannot  be  compared 
with  that  in  the  sister  island  of  Grand  Canary,  where  it  is  making 
rapid  advance.  Several  sugar  mills  have  been  erected  in  that 
island,  and  one  in  Teneriffe.     The  production  is  subject  to  a  duty 
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and  local  taxes,  but  they  are  not  so  severe  as  to  hold  out  any 
prospect  in  the  import  trade. 

Tliere  is  an  increasing  demand  for  rice  among  the  labouring  Bioe. 
classes,  who  are  now  obtaining  better  wages,  and  the  imports  of 
this  article  in  1901  were  largely  in  excess  of  those  of  1900.  From 
the  United  Kingdom  the  shipments  were  doubled,  amounting  to 
250  tons.  Spain  is  her  only  competitor  of  importance  in  the 
market,  shipments  from  Germany  having  fallen  oft. 

Coffee  was  one  of  the  articles  largely  aliected  by  the  new  Ooffaa. 
tariff,  introduced  when  the  free  port  rents  were  fanned  out.  The 
heavy  stocks  brought  in  just  before  that  tariff  came  into  force 
proved  sufficient  for  the  year's  supply,  and  when  new  stocks  were 
required,  they  came,  not  from  the  previous  sources  of  supply, 
Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom,  but  from  Brazil  and  Bel^um. 

There  is  little  demand  in  these  islands  for  cocoa,  and  less  for  Coooa  and 
tea.     Spain  and  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  the  greater  part  <»«• 
of  the  cocoa,  and  the  United  Kingdon  and  Germany  the  small 
quantity  of  tea  consumed. 

There  is  little  to  be  said  about  the  imports  of  bacon,  lard.  Bacon,  laid, 
butter,  cheese,  &c.  The  trade  in  bacon  and  lard  is  almost  exclu-  ^t*«'.oheefe, 
sively  in  the  hands  of  British  shippers.  Germany,  however,  is 
increasing  her  shipments  of  butter  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  only  foreign  cheese  for  which  there  was  any 
demand  was  that  of  Dutch  manufacture.  There  is  a  considerable 
business  done  in  biscuits,  and  it  remains  in  the  hands  of  British 
manufacturers.  The  small  shipments  from  Germany  and  Spain 
continue  to  diminish.  The  business  in  candles  is  practically  a 
British  monopoly. 

Large  stocks  of  soap  were  held  over  from  the  previous  year,  9<m^P* 
and  the  imports  in  1901    fell  to  452  tons,    against   773    tons 
in    1900.      The   United  Kingdom  has  no  competitors  in    this 
business. 

It  was  pointed  out  in  the  last  report  that  the  Belgian  starch  starch, 
manufacturers  had  appropriated  the  greater  part  of   the  trade 
which  had  previously  fallen  to  Germany,  and  the  business  has  now 
virtually  become  a  monopoly  in  their  hands.     British  shippers  do 
very  little  in  this  article. 

The   busineiss  in  drugs,    which   is     increasing,   was    divided  Drags, 
between  Spain  and  the  United  Kingdom,  the  former,  however, 
getting  the  lion's  share.     Both  coimtries  increased  their  shipments. 
Germany  still  does  a  small  trade  in  her  own  line. 

Large  quantities  of   olive  oil  are  imported,  and  the  supplies  OU. 
come  in  almost  exclusively  from  the  mother-country. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  for  light  beer,  and  this  is  an  article  Beer, 
in  which  Germany  easily  outstrips  her  rivals.     Her  shipments  to 
Santa  Cruz  in  1901  amounted  to  34,250  gallons  against  9,214 
gallons  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  ordinary  alcoholic  beverage,  however,  is  common  wine,  Wine^ 
and  the  increased  prosperity   of   the  labouring  classes  may  be 
gauged  from  the  lai^e  quantity  of  this  article  imported  in  1901. 
In  1900  the  imports  were  115,940  gallons;  in  1901  they  amounted 
to  152,746  gallons. 

(105)  A  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8 


CANARY  ISLANDS. 


JLloohol. 


Tobacco. 


Iron  and 
hardware. 


Karthenware, 
tile*,  &c. 


Olassi/rare. 


Paper. 


Pain(  and 
Tarnish. 


Furniture. 


Machiaerj. 


A  feature  in  this  trade  was  the  large  business  done 
in  French  "  vin  ordinaire/'  In  1900  the  quantity  imported  from 
France  was  not  quite  2,000  gallons ;  in  1901  that  country  sent 
more  than  50,000  gallons.  There  is  also  a  growing  demand  for 
Italian  wine. 

As  has  been  already  pointed  out,  alcohol  was  one  of  those 
most  affected  by  the  new  tariff,  and  the  demand  was  chiefly  met 
by  the  large  stocks  imported  before  that  tariff  came  into  force. 
The  figures  are:  for  1900,  162,360  gallons;  for  1901,  20,148 
gallons.  The  business  remains  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  German 
shippers.  A  large  distillery  has  recently  been  established  in 
Teneriffe  by  a  local  German  firm,  and  this  will,  no  doubt,  seriously 
affect  the  import  trade  in  the  article. 

The  business  done  in  tobacco,  like  the  trade  in  alcohol,  was 
greatly  affected  by  the  new  tariff,  and  the  large  stocks  imported 
from  Germany  in  the  second  quarter  of  1900  put  a  check  upon 
importation  in  1901.  The  imports  fell  from  917  tons  in  1900  to 
198  tons  in  1901,  the  country  most  affected  being  Germany. 
Hamburg  shipped  810  tons  in  the  previous  year  against  97  tons 
only  in  1901.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  shipments  of  American 
tobacco,  but  their  leaf,  when  imported,  passes  for  the  most  part 
through  the  hands  of  British  shippers. 

The  year  1900  was  exceptionally  good  for  iron  and  hard- 
ware, and  in  1901  business  assumed  more  normal  proportions. 
No  shippers  sent  as  much  as  they  did  the  previous  year,  but  the 
imports  from  Belgium  show  the  moat  marked  decrease.  The  United 
Kingdom  still  sends  more  than  Germany,  Spain,-  Belgium  and 
France  combined. 

The  largest  share  of  earthenware,  tiles,  &c.,  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  French  shippers,  although  the  business  with  the  mother-country 
made  great  atlvance  in  1901,  and  shows  signs  of  further  improve- 
ment. British  shippers  do  very  little,  and  confine  their  attention 
to  the  better  grades  of  the  business. 

The  cheap  productions  of  glassware  from  Germany  are  mostly 
asked  for  in  these  islands.  The  business  all  round,  however,  was 
much  better  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  large  shipments  were 
made  from  Spain,  Belgium,  the  United  Kingdom  and  France. 
Belgian  glass,  in  particular,  is  meeting  with  an  increased  demand. 
The  business  in  paper  remains  at  its  normal  level,  and  calls 
for  no  special  remark.  The  cheaper  German  paper  holds  the 
lead,  followed  by  that  of  British  make,  and  these  by  that  from  the 
mother-country.  Price  is  everything  in  this  trade,  quality  being 
a  matter  of  less  consideration. 

The  improvement  felt  in  paint  and  varnish  in  1900  was  main- 
tained in  the  following  year.  It  remains  almost  exclusively  in 
British  hands,  the  shipments  from  the  United  Kingdom  being  ten 
times  tliose  from  her  nearest  competitor,  Germany. 

Imports  of  furniture  in  1901  were  about  on  the  same  level  as 
those  of  the  previous  year.  Most  of  the  articles  came  from  Spain, 
while  in  the  cheaper  lines  Germany  holds  the  lead. 

The  ordinary  business  in  machinery  is  done  with  the  United 
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Kingdom,  and  she  received  larger  orders  than  in  the  previous  year. 
As  the  electric  tramway  is  now  completed  the  shipments  from 
Belgium,  from  which  country  the  material  for  that  undertaking 
was  obtained,  fell  away  from  232  tons  in  1900  to  27  tons  in  1901. 

The  increasing  demand  for  cement  was  met  chiefly  by  Belgian  Cemmt 
shippers.  The  imports  from  Belgium  rose  from  1,113  tons  in 
1900  to  2,120  tons  in  1901.  British  shippers,  however,  secured 
a  share  of  the  business,  sending  some  500  tons,  and  if  they  could 
keep  down  the  price,  even  were  it  only  to  the  level  of  that  asked 
by  their  neighbours,  more  of  it  would  fall  to  their  share.  Ship- 
ments from  France  fell  away  to  some  extent,  but  she  sent  more 
than  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  business  in  chemical  manures  grows  larger  every  year,  Chemical 
and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  it  is  done  with  the  United  Kingdom,  n»nupefc 
her  shipments  in  1901  being  almost  four  times  those  of  all  her 
competitors  combined.   The  Italian  manufacturers  have  now  entered 
the  market  at  the  expense  chiefly  of  Spain  and  France. 

There  was  the  ordinary  demand  for  peat  and  sawdust  for  pack-  Peat  and 
ing  purposes.     Holland,  as  usual,  shipped  most  of  the  peat,  and  »^d"»*^- 
Xorway  and  Sweden  secured  most  of  the  business  in  sawdust. 
There  is  a  steady  trade  in  both  articles. 

The  timber  trade  was  very  biisk  in  1901,  and  large  shipments  Timber, 
were  made  to  this  island  from  Scandinavian  ports  and  the  United 

I  States.     The  figures  read :  for  1900,  1.493  tons ;  for  1901,  8,435 

I  tons.     Canadian   shippers   presumably  find  the  market  too  in- 

significant, for  though  they  sent  the  largest  supplies  in  1899,  they 

'  have   done  nothing  whatever  here  since.     Most  of  the  timber 

imported  was,  o^jourse,  used  for  building  purposes,  but  there  is 
always  a  steady  demand  for  sawn  wood  for  the  boxes  used  in 
packing  tomatoes,  bananas,  potatoes,  &c. 

j  Shipments  of  petroleum  during  1901  amounted  to  840  tons.  Petroleum. 

being  only  about  half  the  quantity  imported  during  the  previous 

j  year.    The  supplies  come  almost  exclusively  from  the   United 

States,  A  large  percentage  of  the  oil  is  re-shipped  to  West 
African  ports. 

The  imports  of  coal  in  1901  amounted  to  232,897  tons,  as  Coal, 
against  279,385  tons  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  quantities  imported  during  the 
last  five  years : — 


Vear. 


18»7 
1898 
1890 
190O 
1901 


Quantify. 


Tons. 
160,869 
183,480 
206,709 
279,885 
232,897 


The  decrease  in  the  shipments  of  coal  to  these  islands  in  1901, 
as  compared  with  1900,  was  in  some  measure  due  to  the  effects 
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Exports. 


of  the  high  price  of  coal  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  latter  year. 
The  price  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1900  being  higher  than  the 
contract  price  entered  into  for  the  same  year  by  nie  steamship 
owners  at  home  and  in  continental  ports  with  the  depots  in 
Teneriffe  and  Grand  Canary,  some  steamers,  instead  of  filling 
their  bunkers  at  home  ports,  took  only  sufficient  to  reach  the 
islands  where  they  completed  their  supplies,  thus  causing  a  larger 
demand  in  1900  than  usual. 

Competition  in  the  coal  trade  at  Madeira  was,  however,  the 
chief  cause  of  the  decrease,  the  price  of  coal  in  that  island  in  1901 
being  somewhat  less  than  in  the  Canaries. 

The  shipments  of  bananas  and  tomatoes  from  Teneriffe  in  1900 
and  1901  were  as  follows : — 


Articles. 

Tons       .• 
Bunches.  • 

1900. 

1901. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tomatoes    . . 
Bananas 

6,060 
204,917 

44,864 
20,490 

6,417 
206,700 

67,753 
88,837 

The  above  prices  are  those  which  are  obtained  by  the  farmers. 
Tomatoes.  The  crop  of  tomatoes  was  a  fairly  average  one  for  the  farmer. 

Although  there  was  a  comparatively  small  autumn  crop,  owing 
principally  to  inclement  weather,  the  farmer  sufiTered  little,  since 
the  land  was  free  at  an  early  period  for  the  plantation  of  potatoes. 
Prices  in  the  United  Kingdom  were  therefore  maintained,  but  any 
profits  realised  by  shippers  on  the  early  crop  were  swept  away 
daring  the  months  of  March  and  April  which,  contrary  to  past 
experience,  proved  quite  disastrous. 

The  result  was  mainly  due  to  over-supply.  The  spring  crop 
came  on  suddenly,  owing  to  prolonged  drought,  and  lasted  practi- 
cally only  six  weeks.  During  this  period  heavy  quantities,  mostly 
landed  over-ripe,  were  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom.  These 
heavy  supplies  were  not  met  with  adequate  demand,  and  con- 
sequently there  was  considerable  loss  to  the  shipper. 

Tomato  cultivation  is  always  of  a  capricious  nature.  Too 
much  rain  and  low  temperature,  lasting  for  several  days  at  a 
stretch,  have  a  very  pernicious  eflFect  on  both  the  plant  and  the 
fruit.  Disease  sets  in  in  both.  A  prolonged  drought  on  the 
other  hand  precipitates  the  maturity  of  the  fruit.  The  first  condi- 
tion prevailed  during  the  autumn  and  until  January,  whereas  the 
latter  condition  prevailed  during  March  and  April. 

Fitting  rainfalls  at  intervals  with  plenty  of  sun  tempered  by 
breezes  and  moderated  by  clouded  nights,  make  up  an  ideal 
weather  for  tomato  cultivation. 

In  former  years  the  variations  of  the  weather  did  not  seem  to 
aflTect  the  crops.  But  it  has  been  noticed  of  late  that  both  the 
•plants  and  the  fruit  are  becoming  less  hardy.     This  is  attributed 
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by  competent  judges  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  soil.  Tomatoes  are 
planted  year  after  year  on  the  same  land,  followed  or  preceded  by 
potatoes  and  again  by  Indian  com.  No  land  is  allowed  to  lay 
fallow  except  where  irrigation  is  scarce,  nor  is  it  given  over  to 
rotation  crops. 

The  ploughing  is  performed  by  a  beam  with  a  point  This 
plough  is  drawn  across  the  field  by  oxen,  and  the  soil  is  pierced  to 
a  depth  of  a  few  inches.  No  harrowing  is  done,  but  clodded  pieces 
of  earth  are  crushed  with  hoes.  Scarcely  any  manuring  is  done  to 
the  land.  As  a  rule  a  little  farm  manure  is  applied  to  the  plant 
at  the  time  of  planting,  and  this  is  all  that  the  land  receives.  It 
can  thus  be  judged  how  easily  even  the  most  fertile  soil  can  be 
exhausted  and  rendered  unfit  for  the  continued  production  of  the 
same  crop.  It  is  quite  possible  that,  a  few  years  hence,  very  few 
tomatoes  will  be  shipped  from  these  islands.  The  planters  should 
he  encouraged  to  adopt  other  methods  of  cultivation  and  also  to 
ilistribute  the  crops,  so  as  to  spread  them  over  a  longer  period. 
They  would  thus  be  less  liable  to  tot«.l  loss  and  to  precipitated 
crops. 

From  figures  given,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  bunches 
of  bananas  exported  in  1901  was  30  per  cent,  in  excess  of  that 
which  was  shipped  in  the  previous  year.  I'he  quality  of  the  fruit 
was  not  at  all  first-class,  and  this  is  principally  due  to  the  fact  that 
many  plantations  are  shorts  of  irrigation. 

Tliere  are  really  few  large  farms  in  the  Island  of  Teneriffe,  and 
many  of  the  small  farms  are  not  able  to  produce  first  class  fruit. 
The  largest  are  in  the  hands  of  a  British  firm. 

Many  of  the  farmers  are  their  own  shippers,  finding  facilities, 
which  are  liberally  provided  for  them  by  the  fruit  importers  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  by  rival  shipping  companies. 

The  value  of  the  banana  has  actually  increased  in  spite  of  the 
Jamaica  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom,  but  unless  the  demand 
increases  beyond  expectations  it  may  be  assumed  that  this  value 
will  be  maintained  only  for  a  short  time.  Failing  such  increase 
in  the  demand  it  seems  quite  impossible  that  the  prices  paid  here 
for  the  fruit  can  be  continued  much  longer. 

Export  firms  established  here  have  naturally  to  face  the  com- 
petition of  the  smaller  shippera,  but  it  is  only  a  question  of  time, 
and  this  time  seems  to  be  approaching,  because  so  soon  as  the 
imports  of  Jamaica  into  the  United  Kingdom  are  increased,  it  is 
natural  that  the  small  shippers  will  fall  away,  and  the  trade 
become  normal. 

Land  has  acquired  very  great  value,  and  this  is  partly  owing  to 
the  belief  which,  rightly  or  wrongly,  farmers  and  shippers  have 
that  the  Jamaica  bananas  have  turned  out  a  failure,  and  that  they 
are  inferior  in  quality  to  the  Canary  bananas. 

It  is  easy  to  foresee  that  a  crisis  will  occur  if  the  time  comes  for 
the  prices  of  the  fruit  to  become  lower,  l)ecause  many  people  have 
incurred  debts  by  borrowing?  funds  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
land  at  very  high  prices.  There  are  instances  of  land  having  been 
bought  at  the  rate  of  250/.  per  acre,  and  many  have  thrown  them- 
selves into  the  business  with  the  recklessness  of  a  gambler. 
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Potatoes. 


Onions. 


Sundries. 


Shipping. 


New  light- 
house. 


It  is  true  that  the  shipping  facilities  here  bad  their  share  in 
inducing  people  to  start  shipping  bananas,  but  it  is  also  due  to  the 
belief  referred  to  above. 

The  potato  crop  was  again  small  in  1901.  Prices  ruled  very 
high.  The  small  production  was  due  to  disease,  and  the  disease 
is  attributed  to  the  same  causes  which  curtailed  the  early  crop  of 
tomatoes. 

There  was  also  a  great  demand  for  potatoes  for  South  Africa, 
but  the  islands  were  not  in  a  position  to  supply  the  demand. 

The  export  to  the  West  Indies  was  also  very  small,  owing  to 
the  absolute  failure  of  the  crop  of  onions.  The  two  are  generally 
required  to  go  together  for  the  West  Indies.  Vessels  which  come 
to  load  onions,  take  potatoes  also,  and  if  the  onion  crop  is  a  failure, 
shipping  facilities  are  lacking  for  the  potato  crops. 

Lanzarote,  which  is  usually  the  onion  producing  island,  gave 
none  at  all,  owing  to  the  continued  drought.  Prices,  therefore,  were 
ver}'  high  for  the  small  quantities  obtainable. 

From  the  annexed  table  of  exports  (Annex  B)  it  will  be  seen 
that  Cuba  and  Porto  Eico  receive  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
onion  crop  grown  in  this  island.  Ptices  were  high,  but  the  crop, 
on  the  whole,  was  an  absolute  failure.  Much  less  land  in  Teneriffe 
was  planted  with  onions  in  1901,  and  the  crop  in  Lanzarote  proved 
a  failure  owing  to  lack  of  rain. 

The  other  articles  of  export  call  for  but  little  remark.  Almost 
100  tons  of  cochineal  were  shipped,  two-thirds  of  the  quantity 
going  to  France,  and  the  remainder  chiefly  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
What  almonds  were  grown  in  Teneriffe  were  shipped  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  the  principal  course  of  supply  in  these  islands  is 
La  Palma.  The  United  Kingdom  also  received  all  the  oranges 
exported  from  Santa  Cruz. 

From  the  annexed  return  of  shipping  (Annex  C)  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  total  number  of  merchant  vessels  entered  at  Santa  Cruz 
in  1901  was  2,919,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  2,915,926  tons.  Those 
figures  show  a  decrease  of  14  hi  the  number  of  ships  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  but  an  increase  of  37,684  tons  in  the  total 
tonnage. 

In  1901  706  British  ships,  representing  a  tonnage  of  1,359,392 
tons,  entered  the  port,  as  compared  with  687  ships  with  1,172,898 
tons  in  the  previous  year,  thus  showing  an  increase  in  British 
shipping  in  1901  of  19  vessels  and  186,494  tons. 

On  the  other  hand  German  shipping  fell  away  from  327 
vessels  with  774,343  tons  in  1900  to  262  vessels  with  580,026  tons 
in  1901,  thus  showing  a  deci-ease  of  65  ships  and  194,317  tons  in 
the  latter  year. 

There  was  also  a  decrease  in  French  shipping  at  Santa  Cruz  in 
1901  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Only  three  United  States  vessels  entered  the  harbour  in  the 
year  under  review. 

A  new  lighthouse  was  inaugurated  on  January  20  last,  at  the 
Abona  point  in  this  island;  the  exact  geographical  position  is 
lat  28°  9'  20"  N.,  long.  10°  13'  30''  W.,  of  San  Fernando.    The 
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tight  is  a  flash  light  in  groups  of  three  flashes,  the  interval  between 
each  flash  of  the  group  is  five  seconds,  and  between  each  group  of 
flashes  15  seconds.  The  light  comprehends  an  angle  of  199'  30", 
and  under  ordinary  circumstances  and  atmospheric  conditions  is 
visible  _at  a  distance  of  16  miles.  The  lighthouse  is  75  feet 
above  the  sea  level,  and  21 1  feet  above  the  land  level ;  the  lantern 
is  round  and  painted  white. 

The  following  are  the  emigration  statistics  for  1901 : —  Bmigrati<m 

m^  Number  of 

■^^""  !         Persons. 


Cuba. . 
Venezuela    . 
Hirer  Plate . 


1,3S4 
420 
680 


There  has  been  a  decrease  in  emigration,  which  is  due  partly 
to  the  unsettled  state  of  Venezuela,  one  of  the  two  favourite 
destinations  for  emigrants  from  the  north  of  tliis  island,  and 
partly,  indeed  chiefly,  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  sufficient 
employment  for  the  w^orking  classes,  who  are  now  obtaining  lietter 
wages  than  previously. 

The  electric  tramway  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  the^lectm 
public  in  Teneriffe,  and  has  proved  very  lucrative  to  the  Belgian  ^^^'^^y- 
Company  which  inaugurated  it.  The  line  has  not  yet  been 
extended  beyond  Laguna,  but  from  all  accounts  it  will  be  carried 
on  to  Tacoronte  within  two  years,  and  ultimately  to  Orotava.  In 
the  meantime  arrangements  have  been  made  by  a  local  British 
firm  to  run  a  service  of  motor  cars  between  Laguna  and  Orotava. 

The  hotels  have  been  very  full  this  winter,  and  the  islands  Hotels, 
continue  to  benefit  by  the  growing  influx  of  visitors. 
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Annex  C. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Santa  Cruz, 
Tenerifife,  during  the  Year  1901. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Tofcal. 


Nationalitj. 


Number 

of 
,  Veftiels.  I 


Tons. 


Number 

of 
YeMels. 


Tona. 


I  Number 
I       of 
Vesselt. 


British    .. 
Sjpanish  .. 
6horman  .. 
Frenoh    •  • 
Italian     . . 
Belgian   •• 
Danish    . . 
ScandinaTian 
Russian  ..         •• 
Austro-Hungarian 
Chilian    .  • 
Botoh     . . 
Argentine 
American,  U.S. . . 
Monaoan. . 
Uruguayan 
Portuguese         . « 
Brazilian. . 


1,136 
5 


136,950 

"345    i 
2,225 


3,644 


706 

465 

262 

190 

76 

37 

2 

10 

6 


Totol 


1900 


1,167 
1,121 


,  , 

!    1 

•  • 

2 

, , 

1 

1,173 

1 

1 

1,889 

, , 

751 

•  • 

•• 

1 

146,927 

!  1,762 

141,786 

1,812 

1,369,892 
281,228 
580,026 
262,439 
156,953 
101,106 
1,728  ! 
8,477  I 
8,311  , 
6,028  . 
2,567  ! 
2,678  i 
1,592 
876 
690 


10 


706 

1,600 

262 

191 

81 

37 

2 

18 
5 
2 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
3 
3 
1 


Tons. 


1,359,392 

418,178 

580,026 

262,784 

159,178 

101,105 

1.728 

12,121 

3,311 

6,028 

2,667 

2,678 

1,592 

2,048 

690 

1,889 

751 

.     10 


2,768,999      2,919       2,915,926 
2,736,606      2,938       2,878,242 


Las  Palmas. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Swauston  reports  as  follows : — 

The  difficulty  in  obtaining  any  reliable  local  statistics  renders 
it  almost  impossible  to  write  a  really  useful  report  on  the  trade 
of  Grand  Canary. 

I  have  for  the  past  few  years  gone  to  considerable  trouble  and 
expense  in  trying  to  obtain  figures  of  imports  and  exports.  In 
previous  reports  I  have  stated  that  the  amounts  given  were  only 
approximately  correct.  I  am  now  convinced  that  really  accurate 
figures  are  quite  unobtainable  in  the  case  of  imports.  I  can  safely 
state,  however,  that  both  exports  and  imports  have  increased  since 
1900. 

The  figures  in  the  Annex  (fruit  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom) 
are  taken  from  the  customs  bills  of  entry  at  London  and  Liverpool, 
and  may  therefore  be  taken  as  correct.  Compared  with  1900 
they  show  a  considerable  increase.  It  was  feared  by  many  that 
the  large  import  of  Jamaica  bananas  into  the  United  Kingdom 
would  seriously  affect  the  Canary  trade.  Up  to  the  present,  how- 
ever, this  has  not  been  the  case,  and  the  Canary  fruit  has  held  its 
place  and  maintained  its  price  (with  inark(;t  Huetuations)  in  the 
Uiiitc'd  Kingdom. 
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The  mpidly  increasiug  prosperity  of  Las  Palmas  and  its  port 
of  La  Luz  is  to  be  traced  directly  to  the  very  large  amount  of 
shipping  calling  here  to  take  advantage  of  the  harbour  (now  com- 
pleted) with  its  coaling  facilities,  excellent  repairing  works,  &c. 
The  port  of  La  Luz  is  now  tlie  only  harbour  of  refuge  between 
Cadiz,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  South  America.  Four  import- 
ant British  coaling  companies  are  now  established  in  the  port,  and 
supply  some  500,000  tons  annually.  Every  effort  is  made  to  give 
rapid  despatch  to  steamers  both  by  day  and  n^ht,  and  water  and 
provisions  are  verj^  promptly  supplied. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  in  1901  was 
3,336.  The  number  of  ocean-going  steamers  amounted  to  2,271, 
of  which  1,290  were  British. 

Although  improvements  are  taking  place  in  all  directions,  much 
building  going  on,  and  the  increasing  wealth  and  prosperity  of 
Las  l*almas  everywhere  apparent,  there  are  two  matters  which 
hitherto  have  not  received  the  attention  due  to  them  and  have 
tended  to  debar  Las  Palmas  from  assuring  its  position  as  one  of 
the  most  important  cities  and  certainly  one  of  the  busiest  ports  under 
Spainish  rule.  The  most  serious  oF  these  is  the  scarcity  of  the  town 
water  supply,  which  there  is  little  doubt  could  be  largely  increased  at 
comparatively  small  expense.  Secondly,  the  steam  tramway  service 
between  Las  Valmas  and  Puerto  de  la  Luz  (four  miles)  leaves  much  to 
be  desired-  It  is  of  the  most  primitive  description,  quite  inadequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  two  places,  most  uncomfortable  And  unpunc- 
tual,  and  it  has,  moreover,  a  very  dangerous  curve  in  one  place. 
It  compares  most  unfavoui-ably  with  the  excellent  electric  railway 
in  Teneriffe,  built  and  managed  by  a  Belgian  syndicate. 

More  visitors  are  coming  every  winter  to  Las  Palmas  in  search 
of  health  and  pleasure,  and  the  hotels  (mostly  under  Britisli 
management)  are  as  good  as,  if  not  better  than,  most  of  those  at 
European  health  resorts.  The  climate  is  the  island's  greatest 
recommendation,  and  the  visitor  must  indeed  be  hard  to  please  who 
is  satisfied  neither  with  the  dr}^  bracing  sea  air  of  Las  Palmas  and 
district,  nor  with  the  cooler  mountain  air  of  the  Monte  country, 
which  can  be  reached  in  an  hour  and  a-half  by  carriage. 
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The  approximate  values,  packed  and  ready  to  ship,  are  as 
iollows : — 


Value. 


£ 

Bananai 224,654 

Tomatoes 26,084 

Potatoes 9,848 

Oranges 1,065 


Total  260,646 

„    for  1900        ..  190,888 


Increase 60,758 


LONDON : 

Printed  for  His  Idajesty's  Stationeiy  Office, 

Bt  HA11BIS(»N  AND  SONS, 

Printers  in  Ordinaiy  to  His  llijestj. 

(75    6  I  02-H  k  S    105) 
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Annex. — Table  showing  Exports  of  Fruit  and  Vegetables  from 
Las  Palmas  to  London  and  Liverpool  during  each  Month  of 
the  Year  1901. 

To  London. 


Month.      • 

1 

Quantity. 

Bananas. 

Tomatoes. 

Potatoes. 

Oranges. 

Sundries. 

Crates. 

Boxes. 

Gases. 

Boxes. 

Packages. 

January 

56,061 

7,650 

1,179 

21 

36 

February     . 

26,294 

5,357 

1,315 

695 

March 

4S,548 

26,764 

3,373 

79 

April 
May.. 

61,209 

42,396 

14,962 

2 

70,477 

19,248 

25,174 

28 

June 

54,686 

1,117 

418 

3,137 

July.. 

66,445 

.. 

, , 

162 

August 

56,933 

., 

, . 

60 

September  . 

71,496 

, , 

.  • 

64 

October 

70,474 

943 

,  a 

1,272 

27 

November  , 

44,405 

12,107 

,  , 

1,695 

422 

December   . 

46,113 

15,004 

275 

447 

339 

Total 

672,141 

130,586 

46.696 

3,335 

5,041 

To   LiVBRPOOL. 

Month. 

Quantity. 

Bananas. 

Tomatoes. 

Potatoes. 
Cases. 

Orant^es. 
Boxes. 

Sundries. 

Grates. 

Boxes. 

Packages. 

January 

28,695 

5,944 

203 

13 

652 

•February     . 

25,340 

4,354 

87 

93 

March 

24.879 

6,112 

626 

62 

April 
Mlay.. 

38,35S 

22,18-3 

1,813 

87 

68,187 

14,221 

13,049 

2 

June 

61,253 

2,782 

1,362 

•  . 

372 

SJuly.. 

63,600 

2 

•• 

2 

August 

;     60,767 

.. 

•• 

522 

September  . 

75,930 

. . 

6 

4 

October 

41,005 

182 

.. 

11 

31 

fl[No7ember  . 

1      45,363 

6,555     ! 

1,295 

tid 

December    . 

18,802 

7,749     , 

'^16     1 

74 

272 

Total 

•  • 

552,679 

70,036    j 

17,163     ■ 

l,3il9 

2,191 

(105) 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Barcelona  for  the  Year  1901 

By  Mr.  Consul-Genkral  J.  Frederick  Egberts. 

(Beoeiyed  at  Foreign  Office.  June  26, 1902.) 

The  effect  of  the  loss  of  the  Spanish  possessions — Cuba,  Porto  Oe»«r^ 
Rico,  and  the  Philippines — has  again  in  the  past  year  been  very  '®™*''"^ 
plainly  demonstrated  by  the  further  falling-off  in  exportation  from 
this  port  to  those  islands,  the  value  of  exports  to  Cuba,  Porto  Eico, 
and  the  Philippines  having  fallen  to  72,000/.,  whereas  in  the  year 
1900  it  was  360,000i,  and  in  1899  the  amount  was  2,800,000t ; 
thus  it  may  be  said  that  in  these  markets  the  volume  of  trade 
is  no  longer  of  any  importance  to  this  great  manufacturing 
province. 

The  loss  of  markets  representing  a  value  of  millions  sterling 
would  lead  to  the  inference  that  this  most  flourishing  centre  in 
Spain  would  be  undergoing  a  period  of  serious  commercial  and 
financial  depression,  with  a  great  diminution  in  general  wealth  and 
well  being,  but  this  is  not  at  all  the  case  for  the  owners  of  great 
manufacturing  industries  in  this  province  at  once  grappled  with 
the  question,  and  turned  their  attention  carefully  and  assiduously 
to  the  requirements  of  their  own  country  (hitherto  neglected  by 
them  in  favour  of  the  before-mentioned  colonial  markets).  In 
many  lines  (particulai-ly  woven  goods  of  all  classes,  and  cotton 
and  linen  cloth),  they  are  specially  able  to  supply  goods  at  prices 
quite  beyond  competition,  with  the  result  that,  favoured  by  good 
harvests  in  the  agricultural  districts,  which  put  plenty  of  money 
into  the  pockets  of  the  non-manufacturing  class,  the  actual 
quantity  of  manufactured  goods  produced  and  sold  by  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  province  has  been  larger  thjm  ever.  Many  new 
factories  have  also  sprung  up  to  meet  the  demand,  so  that,  though 
the  actual  profit  per  cent  is  not  as  large  as  it  was  formerly  in  the 
colonial  markets,  the  wealth  and  commerce  of  this  most  progressive 
city  is  larger  than  before,  and  the  individujd  fortunes,  as  evidenced 
by  the  signs  of  wealth  and  luxury  to  be  seen  here,  must  be  on  the 
increase  rather  than  decrease.  Barcelona  itself  is  making  every 
year  enormous  strides ;  it  has  now  a  population  of  over  600,000 ; 
new  roads  and  new  buildings  are  springing  up  all  round,  and  it  is 
(117)  A  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4  BARCELONA. 

rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  handsomest  cities  in  Europe,  and 
quite  cosmopolitan ;  foreigners  of  all  nations  are  flocking  here  on 
business  connected  with  electric  tramways,  electric  lighting,  mines, 
factories,  and  every  branch  of  industry  and  commerce,  and 
everyone  visiting  this  city  remarks  that  no  one  seeing  Barcelona 
c<3uld  ever  consider  Spain  wanting  in  wealth. 

A  feature  in  the  past  year  has  been  the  very  serious  strikes 
which,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  have  brought  all  business,  in 
every  branch,  to  a  standstill  for  days  together,  and  led  to  serious 
rioting  in  whicli  many  lives  were  lost.  The  reason  for  these 
strikes  is  easily  explained  by  the  enormous  increase  in  the  cost  of 
all  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  in  house  rent ;  during  the  past  five 
years  alone,  provisions  of  all  kinds — necessaries  not  luxuries — have 
risen  some  20  per  cent.,  and  house  rent  in  mauy  instances 
25  per  cent.  The  causes  are  tv/ofold,  first,  increase  in  taxation 
during  and  since  the  war  with  the  United  States  of  America, 
second,  that  the  demand  for  articles  of  food  in  this  city  far  exceeds 
the  supply  in  the  immediate  neighboui'hood,  whereas  in  the  case 
of  smaller  cities  in  Spain,  the  produce  is  to  a  great  extent  obtained 
locally  from  the  farmers,  market  gardeners,  &c.  Here  the  local 
agriculturists,  breeders  of  cattle  and  sheep,  producers  of  poultry, 
vegetables,  etc.,  have  done  very  little  to  keep  pace  with  the  needs 
of  this  city,  which  in  a  space  of  comparatively  few  years  has  grown 
to  be  in  population  and  wealth  the  greatest  in  the  country. 

Last  autumn  there  were  some  very  serious  floods  in  the  delta 
of  the  Llobregat  (a  river  that  falls  into  the  sea  a  few  miles 
from  here),  causing  considerable  loss  of  life  and  property,  and  has 
tended  much  to  the  unhealthy  winter  and  spring  which  Barcelona 
has  had,  caused  by  fever  of  a  malarial  nature,  of  which  this  delta 
(more  particularly  after  floods),  is  always  a  focus ;  this  has 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  local  authorities  to  the  necessity  of  doing 
something  to  diminish  this  source  of  danger  to  public  health  in 
this  popiilous  city,  and  I  understand  that  plans  are  in  progress  for 
the  drainage  of  ihis  district. 

The  rate  of  exchange  has  ruled  high  during  the  year,  varying 
from  33  pesetas  80  c.  per  1/.  in  the  month  ot  January  to 
36  pesetas  in  September  (as  the  lowest  and  highest  points  reached 
during  the  year),  closing  at  the  end  of  the  year  at  34  pesetas  10  c. 
per  1/. 

Table  A  is  a  summary  of  the  principal  articles  of  import 
from  all  countries  brought  to  this  port  during  the  years 
1900-01. 

Table  B  shows  the  value  and  quantity  of  all  goods  exported 
during  the  same  period. 

Table  C  deals  with  the  total  value  of  all  articles  exported  from 
and  imported  to  Barcelona  during  the  past  two  years,  showing  also 
the  countries  they  were  sent  to  and  came  from. 
ImpoitBb  The  importation  of   raw  cotton    during   the  year  shows  an 

Cotton.  increase  of  some  2,000  tons  as  compared  with  1900. 

From  the  United  States  of  America  266,415  bales  were  received, 
30,326   bales  from  Egypt,   22,531    bales   from   India,  and  from 
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Smyrna  13,763  bales ;  this  latter  total  includes  a  few  small  lots 
from  Liverpool.  With  the  exception  of  about  3,000  bales  which 
were  sent  to  Alcoy  in  the  province  of  Alicante,  the  whole  of  the 
above  quantity  was  used  by  the  cotton  mills  of  Cataluna,  a  proof 
that  the  manufacturers  have  been  kept  busy  in  spite  of  the  loss  of 
the  Spanish  colonial  markets.  It  is  stated  that  there  are  over 
2,600,000  spindles  now  working  in  Spain,  being  more  than  in 
Belgium,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Holland,  Portugal  and  Sweden,  but 
less  than  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  France,  Austria- 
Hungary  and  Eussia.  Cataluna  alone  uses  annually  some  300,000 
bales  of  cotton  in  its  factories. 

The  importation  of  coal  reached  a  total  of  746,566  tons,  being  Cofti 
84,38.')  tons  more  than  in  the  year  1900.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
this  increase,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note,  came  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  actual  figures  being  590,767  tons  from  the  United 
Kingaom  in  the  past  year  as  compared  to  510,505  tons  in  the  year 
1900. 

Spanish  coal  imported  into  Barcelona  has  also  increased  by 
some  10,000  tons,  but  importation  from  the  United  States  of 
America  has  diminished  by  about  9,000  tons.  The  exact  quantities 
imported  into  Barcelona  during  the  year  are : — 


I 
From — 


United  Kingdom    .. 

SpaniBh  mineB 

United  States  of  America  . 

Antwerp 

Rotterdam 

Total 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

690,767 

145,616 

7,236 

1,097 

1,850 


746,566 


In  the  year  1892  some  40,000  tons  of  sugar  were  imported ;  Sugar, 
this   fell   to   200  tons  in  1900  and  has  in  the  past  year  been 
further  reduced  to  the  almost  nominal  quantity  of  7  tons,  this 
being  one  of  the  results  of  the  loss  of  the  Spanish  colonies  which 
enjoyed  a  favoured  tariff  on  exportation  to  Spain. 

The  quantity  of  wheat  and  flour  imported  has  been  what  was  wheat  and 
actually  needed  for  home  consumption,  as  only  some  5,000  tons  flour, 
have  been  exported. 

The  importation  of   coffee  from  Porto  Eico  shows  signs  of  Coflbe. 
renewing  somewhat  its    former  activity,  having  increased  from 
2,600  sacks  in  1900  to  10,250  sacks  in  the  past  year. 

From  Cuba  cocoa  shows  a  great  falling-ofif,  as  in  the  year  1900  Cocoa. 
73  tons  reached  this  port,  which  quantity  has  been  reduced 
in  1901  to  35  tons.  Fernando  Po  cocoa  has  increased  by 
some  150  tons,  but  fiom  Porto  Eico  no  cocoa  has  arrived  in 
the  past  year.  The  two  great  sources  of  supply  showing  a& 
enormous  increase  in  quantity  are  Guayaquil  and  Bahia 
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The  quantity  of  codfish  imported  here  during  the  year  1901 
stands  at — 


From— 

, 

Qoantitj. 

Iceland        

Norway       

FranoA         

United  Kingdom    .. 

Total 

(about)  j 

» 

Tons. 

2,660 

1,228 

409 

810 

4,602 

liaehineij. 


Ooiton 

spinning 

machinery. 


Weaying 
cnaehinery. 


With  regard  to  the  heading  '*  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom,"  I  am  informed  that  the  larger  proportion  comes  from 
Iceland,  bought  by  British  merchants  and  sent  out  here. 

The  French  cod  consists  of  Labrador  and  Newfoundland  cod, 
and  Iceland  cod  cured  in  France. 

In  regard  to  price,  the  Norwegian  cod  fetches  12  to  15  fr. 
(9*.  6d.  to  12*.)  per  20  kilos.  (44  lbs.),  cU*.  Barcelona;  Iceland, 
555.  to  68s.  per  160  kilos.  (3  cwts.  16  lbs.\  f.o.b. 

French  cod,  42  to  52  fr.  (say  li  12s.  to  21.)  per  100  kilos, 
(about  2  cwts.),  f.o.b.  Bordeaux  for  Labrador  and  Newfoundland 
fish,  and  about  3  fr.  (2s.  5d.)  more  for  Iceland. 

The  best  cod  is  said  to  be  that  from  Shetland,  and  as  a  rule 
fetches  2  to  5  pesetas  (reckoning  exchange  at  par,  Is.  Id,  to  4^.) 
per  40  kilos.  (88  lbs.)  more  than  other  cod. 

The  reason  why  Labrador  and  Newfoundland  cod  is  not  im- 
ported direct  to  this  market  is  that  it  is  not  cured  in  a  way  to 
suit  the  taste  here,  being  too  wet  and  soft  and  not  suflSciently 
cleaned;  but  if  the  Scottish  merchants  were  to  bring  the  fish 
over  in  only  the  salted  state,  as  the  French  merchants  do,  and 
let  it  be  cured  in  Scotland,  I  am  inibimed  that  a  large  business 
might  be  done  in  it  from  there,  as  the  Scotch  and  Shetknd  cured 
fish  is  very  popular  here  when  obtainable. 

The  importation  of  machinery  during  the  last  12  months  has 
been  less  important  than  for  many  years  past,  and  this  not  in  one 
branch  only,  but  in  alL  The  causes  which  brought  about  this 
falling-off  in  the  importation  of  machinery  are  to  a  great  extent 
the  same  as  those  which  have  afifected  the  general  trade  of  the 
country,  combined  with  others  more  closely  connected  with  the 
manufacturing  industries. 

Eespecting  the  various  principal  branches  of  machinery,  the 
following  may  be  stated : — 

In  cotton  spinning  machinery  the  United  Kingdom  has  no 
competition.  The  attempts  which  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  to  confitruct  part  at  least  of  this  class  of  machinery  in  this 
country  have  had  no  practical  results. 

In  weaving  machinery,  both  for  cotton  as  well  as  for  woollen 
goods,  great  progress  has  been  made  by  Spanish  machinery  makei*a 
Not  only  plain  looms,  but  even  some  of  the  more  complicated, 
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are  now  turned  out  in  very  creditable  style  from  various  works  in 
this  province. 

The  cheapness  of  labour,  due  to  longer  hours  of  work  and 
lower  wages,  further  protected  by  the  high  rate  of  exchange,  has 
been  the  principal  factor  in  the  development  of  this  industry,  in 
which  hand  labour  plays  such  an  important  part. 

Spinning   and   weaving    sundries,   such  as   bobbins,  pickers,  Spinning  and 
shuttles,  &c. ;   in  wooden  goods  the  local  makers  have   nearly  ^^J*!** 
driven  the  foreigners  out  of  the  market,  except  for  some  special '" 
classes ;  in  the  metal,  leather  and  hide  goods  the  United  Kingdom 
still  holds  the  first  place,  but  finds  a  competitor  for  some  lines  in 
Grermany — a  competition  assisted  by  goods  of  Gterman  origin  being 
at  times  sent  out  as  nominally  of  British  manufacture. 

There  has  not  been  very  much  demand  for  machine  tools ;  Michine 
ordinary  lathes,  drilling  and  shaping  machines  are  now  fairly  well  ^^^ 
made  in  this  country,  and  find  a  ready  sale  owing  to  their  lower 
price  as  compared  to  British  tools.     The  quality,  of  course,  is  not 
the  same,  but  they  are  good  enough  for  the  smaller  workshops, 
whose  owners  often  could  not  afford  to  pay  a  higher  price. 

Spain  still  maintains  the  custom  of  small  workshops ;  these, 
employing  two  to  a  dozen  men,  are  scattered  all  over  the  country. 
In  this  city  there  is  hardly  a  street  in  which  there  is  not  a 
blacksmith  ready  to  make  anything,  from  a  nail  to  a  small 
machine ;  he  usually  employs  two  or  three  men,  has  a  cheap  lathe 
and  drilling  machine,  and  with  these  is  ready  to  undertake  any 
kind  of  metal  work.  Some  are  seen  engaged  in  most  artistic 
architectural  ironwork,  the  whole  of  which  will  be  worked  out  on 
the  anvil ;  another  will  be  mending  some  domestic  utensil, 
while  a  third  will  be  making  locks,  from  the  cheapest  to  the  most 
complicated,  and  others  again  will  be  constructing  or  repairing 
some  machinery  or  a  gas  or  steam  engine. 

In  woodwork  the  same  state  of  things  holds  good;  almost 
every  street  has  its  carpenter  ready  to  contract  for  the  doors  and 
windows  of  a  house,  make  a  packing-case,  or  repair,  and  even 
make,  the  most  artistic  furniture ;  the  result  is,  that  though  a  great 
amount  of  work  is  turned  out  annually,  there  is  hot  much  demand 
for  the  labour-saving  machinery  used  in  other  countries. 

The  importation  of  flour  mill  machinery  has  diminished  from  Flonr  mill 
all  countries  owing  to  more  flour  mills  having  been  erected  than  ™»c*"^«T- 
were  actually  needed  ;  therefore,  any  demand  for  machinery  in  this 
line  is  mostly  to  complete  existing  plant,  or  to  replace  machines, 
or  parts  thereof,  worn  out 

The  requirements  of  this  province  in  agricultural  machinery  Agricultnnil 
are   supplied   chiefly    either    by  local   makers  or  the  South  of  ""•®*^*°®'y- 
France,  where  much  the  same  methods  of  cultivating  the  land  are 
in  vogue.     Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  country  in  this  province, 
ordinary  British  agricultural  implements  are  not  suitable  for  use 
as  a  rule. 

Belting,  if  of  leather,  is  now  principally  made  in  the  Penin-  *^eiting. 
sula,  the  best  qualities  from  British  tanned  hides,  the  rest  fron» 
native  hides.     Some  of  the  woven  belting  is  also  of  local  manufac- 
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*  ture,  and  c^ain,  though  the  British  makes  are  still  superior,  yet, 
owing  to  lower  prices,  Grerman  imitations  are  often  supplied  instead 
of  the  more  expensive  British  article. 
Tarai.  When  the  year  1900  closed,  all  linen  manufacturers  had  a  fair 

amount  of  orders  for  summer  goods,  and  trusted  to  having  at  least 
a  normal  sale  of  white  goods  which  would  keep  the  looms  running 
after  the  summer  goods  were  delivered,  but  in  this  their  hopes 
were  scarcely  realised  when  the  provincial  buyers  came  to  Barce- 
lona in  January  and  February,  as  they  found  prices  too  high, 
and  many  left  without  buying  any  white  linens ;  the  cloth,  which 
had  risen  most,  was  30  per  cent,  over  the  prices  of  1898 ;  still, 
the  advance  asked  by  the  manufacturers  can  hardly  be  considered 
unreasonable,  as,  besides  the  rise  in  the  price  of  yarns,  there  was 
also  an  important  rise  in  exchange,  which,  in  February,  1901,  had 
risen  to  37*90  per  cent.,  as  against  30*50  per  cent,  in  October,  1900, 
which  difference  alone  counteracted  any  advantage  in  a  fall  in 
yarns  in  the  previous  autumn. 

In  these  circumstances  the  leading  manufacturers  turned  their 
attention  to  cotton  and  union  goods  in  order  to  keep  their  looms 
running,  so  that  by  April  the  number  of  looms  weaving  linen  goods 
had  decreased  considerably,  and  there  was  a  proportionate  increase 
of  those  weaving  cotton. 

White  unions  have  been  more  in  demand,  and  grey  linings, 
which  formerly  were  all  linen,  have  this  year  been  imitated  suc- 
cessfully in  dyed  cotton  warps  with  linen  wefts,  and  have,  in  some 
cases,  entirely  superseded  the  pure  linen.  All  these  changes 
caused  a  serious  diminution  in  the  demand  for  linen  yarns,  and 
such  was  the  feeling  in  April  and  May,  that  those  who  had  stocks 
of  cheap  yarns  would  have  been  glad  to  realise  them  at  a  price 
giving  any  profit.  In  Jime  and  July  the  provincial  buyers 
again  visited  Barcelona  and  made  great  efforts  to  obtain  cloth  at 
October  prices,  promising  to  buy  largely,  but  manufacturers  could 
not  grant  such  prices  without  serious  loss,  and  consequently  the 
buyers  again  left  without  placing  any  orders  of  importance.  The 
same  state  of  things  continued  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  it 
may  safely  be  said  that  white  linens  and  sheetings  were  a  drug 
in  the  market  during  the  whole  year.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
demand  for  linsey  woolseys  has  not  diminished  and  even  appears 
to  be  increasing.  The  leading  manufacturers  have  kept  up  the 
quality  and  improved  the  designs,  while  the  rise  in  yams  and 
in  exchange  seriously  affects  the  price  of  the  cloth. 

This  cloth  is  admirably  adapted  for  the  southern  provinces 
owing  to  its  low  price,  fine  appearance  and  durability,  and  there  is 
«very  reason  to  believe  that  the  demand  for  it  will  probkbly 
increase. 

There  was  also  a  fair  demand  for  linen  handkerchiefs,  white 
hemstitched  and  coloured  woven  borders,  although  manufacturers 
fiay  it  was  below  that  of  the  previous  year.  Owing  to  improved 
blecu3h  and  finish  these  are  now  competing  strongly,  I  am  told, 
with  Belfast  makes.  The  high  and  constantly  fluctuating 
exchange  has  also  favoured  them  in  this  competition,  and  many 
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retail  houses  which  formerly  imported  all  their  supply  are  now 
limiting  themselves  exclusively  to  Spanish  makes.  This  was 
clearly  seen  in  the  spring  and  autumn  journeys  here,  when  the 
business  done  in  Belfast  goods  was  far  from  satisfactory  to  the 
travellers. 

Such  a  state  of  things  naturally  led  to  a  reduction  in  the 
importation  of  linen  yam,  which  a  leading  member  of  the  trade 
estimates  at  30  per  cent,  less  than  the  previous  year.  This 
was  not  so  evident  during  the  iirst  quarter  of  the  year  while  the 
contracts  from  1900  were  being  completed,  but  during  the  second 
quarter  it  was  important.  During  July  and  August  the  favour- 
able news  about  the  (lax  crop  caused  an  important  reduction  in 
yarn  prices,  which  was  taken  advantage  of  by  the  manufacturer, 
who  bought  largely.  One  firm  of  forwarding  agents  cleared  300 
bales  of  linen  yarns  in  October  alone.  It  is  to  be  feared,  how- 
ever, that  the  high  prices  of  yams  and  the  high  rate  of  exchange 
will  seriously  injure  the  linen  yarn  trade  in  Cataluna.  Some 
leading  articles  have  been  replaced  by  union  goods,  or  by  imita- 
tions made  entirely  of  cotton. 

In  exports  there  is  a  noticeable  increase  in  cotton  goods,  paper  Exports, 
and  cardboard,  silk  and  velvet  goods,  playing  cards,  and  minerals ; 
and  a  marked  decrease  in  soap,  wax  matches  and  candles,  cigarette 
papers,  boots  and  shoes,  wines  and  salt. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  is  the  increase  in  imports  from  the  Value  of 
United  States  of  Anicrica.  import*  and 

The  figures  in  regard  to  imports  from  France  I  fear  cannot  be  ®*P<>'*"' 
relied  upon  though  supplied  to  me  from  authoritative  sources,  as 
I  cannot  get  particulars  given  me  in  what  articles  the  enormous 
decline  has  taken  place. 

In  regard  to  the  United  Kingdom  there  is  a  considerable 
falling-off  in  exports  from  here. 

Though  the  number  of  British  vessels  entered  and  cleared  Shipping. 
shows  a  slight  increase  as  compared  with  190()»  still  we  do  not 
•eem  any  nearer  holding  the  first  place — which  we  did  till  1899 — 
for  reasons  which  have  been  gone  into  in  previous  reports.  In 
considering  the  Italian  supremacy  in  the  list  of  shipping,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  a  very  great  item  in  the  number  of  their 
ships  and  tonnage  is  formed  by  the  boats  of  the  "  Florio  Eubattino  " 
and  the  "  Veloce  "  line  plying  to  South  America,  both  of  which  lines 
call  here  fortnightly  on  the  outward  and  the  homeward  passages, 
staying  generally  only  a  couple  of  hours  or  so  to  land  and  take 
passengers. 

During  the  past  year  some  steps  have  been  taken   to   try  Floatiog 
and  amend  the  defects  in  the  construction  of  the  floating  dock,  dock, 
which,  completed  in  1899,  has  since  been  lying  useless  in  the 
inner  harbour  here. 

The  basin  prepared  for  it  has  now  been  deepened,  and  other 
necessary  works  in  connection  with  the  same  and  the  dock  itself 
carried  out ;  the  dock  has  now  been  placed  in  position  near  the 
basin  prepared  for  it,  and  I  am  informed  that  next  month  a  trial 
will  be  made  to  see  if  it  carries  out  its  object  of  sinking  to  receive 
the  vessel  on  it  and  then  rising  with  it. 
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Port  works. 


Free  port. 


Proposed  new 
line  of 
TsilwAy. 


I^inicalar 
railway  and , 
electric 
tramway 
extension. 


The  port  works  eflPected  during  the  past  year  have  not  been  of 
very  great  unportance,  having  consisted  mainly  in  demolishing  old 
warehouses  on  the  quays  and  putting  up  others  of  more  modem 
construction,  removing  the  old  iron  rings  for  mooring  vessels  and 
replacing  them  by  iron  posts,  and  modernising  the  quays  generally ; 
also  the  construction  of  three  gates  for  the  basin  of  the  floating 
dock;  but  the  really  important  work  of  prolonging  the  eastern 
mole  has  made  very  little  progress,  and  till  this  is  done  it  is 
almost  impossible,  during  southerly  and  south*easterly  gales,  for 
vessels  to  anchor  in  the  outer  harbour. 

The  free  port  scheme,  which  was  much  talked  of,  and  seemed 
likely  to  be  seriously  considered  and  carried  out  (a  most  elaborate 
report  having  been  sent  into  the  Gk)vemment  at  Madrid  by  the 
Special  Commission  appointed  to  examine  and  report  on  the 
scheme),  has,  I  regret  to  say,  made  no  advance  at  all  during  the 
p«ist  year,  but  if  the  drainage  of  the  delta  of  the  River  Llobregat, 
referred  to  above,  be  really  carried  out,  this  will  be  a  first  step  in 
the  direction  of  carrying  out  the  scheme  of  a  free  port,  and  would 
probably  bring  the  matter  prominently  forward  again. 

In  the  past  year  a  subject  that  has  much  interested  the  com- 
mercial community  of  this  city  has  been  the  proposed  prolongation 
of  the  railway  from  Barcelona  to  Kipoll,  on  to  PuigcerdA,  a  small 
town  in  the  Spanish  Pyrenees,  and  adjoining  the  French  frontier, 
only  a  short  distance  from  Ax  on  the  Toulouse  line. 

It  is  claimed  for  this  proposed  line  that  it  would  be  of  great 
commercial  value  to  this  city,  as  by  its  means  Barcelona  would  be- 
come the  shortest  route  between  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
Atlantic  for  goods  destined  for  ports  such  as  Bordeaux,  La  Pallice, 
Nantes,  Brest,  &c.  The  distance  from  Barcelona  to  Bordeaux  vi& 
EipoU  and  Puigcerdd  is  given  as  being  360  miles,  which  is  stated 
to  be  63  miles  less  than  the  railway  line  from  Marseilles ;  thus 
it  is  hoped  that  should  this  line  be  constructed  a  great  share  of 
the  goods  for  transmission  between  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
Atlantic  would  be  landed  here. 

To  the  north-north-west  of  Barcelona  the  ground  gradually 
rising  culminates  at  some  4  miles  from  the  port  in  a  range  of 
hills,  the  highest  of  which,called  "  Sibidabo,"  is  some  1,200  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  whole  face  of  this  hill  is  un- 
developed, practically  waste  ground,  only  producing  pine  trees.  A 
few  years  ago  a  local  company  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  £is  much  as  possible  of  this  land,  which  at  that  time  was 
to  be  had  for  a  mere  trifle.  This  company,  having  purchased  large 
tracts,  has  now  laid  down  from  foot  to  summit  of  the  hill  a  cable 
railway,  similar  to  the  one  up  Vesuvius,  and  it  was  opened  to  the 
public  in  November.  This  easy  means  of  ascent,  enabling  the 
summit  of  the  hill  to  be  reached  in  10  minutes  instead  of  taking 
an  hour  by  the  old  winding  coach  road,  has  led  many  people  to 
buy  land  and  build  summer  residences  along  the  line  of  route,  the 
temperature  being  some  degrees  cooler  than  in  the  city,  and  thus, 
though  it  may  be  sometime  before  the  railway  will  have  made  a 
profit  in  itself,  the  company  has  already  reaped  a  splendid  return 
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from  the  land,  which  has  found  a  ready  sale  at  an  enormously 
enhanced  price.  The  *'  English  Tramways  Company "  lines  have 
been  extended  to  the  station  of  the  funicular  railway. 

During  the  year  a  new  line  of  electric  tramways  has  been  con- 
structed to  the  outlying  district  of  Horta.  The  line  was  opened 
in  July  last,  and  is  6  kiloms.  (3|  miles)  in  length.  It  belongs  to 
and  is  worked  by  the  "  Compagnie  Anonyme  de  Tramways  de 
Barcelona  a  San  Andres  and  extensions,"  a  Belgian  company, 
having  a  capital  of  240,000/.  The  central  station,  which  is  situated 
at  about  three-fifths  of  the  distance  between  Barcelona  and  Horta, 
contains  a  plant,  capacity  800  horse-power,  supplied  by  a  Paris 
firm,  which  supplies  gas  to  two  gas  engines  of  150  liorse-power 
and  one  of  300  horse-power,  each  built  by  Crossly  Brothers  of 
Manchester.  These  are  directly  coupled  to  three  continuous 
current  dynamos,  which  supply  current  to  the  line  at  a  pressure  of 
500  volts. 

The  company  owns  12  electric  cars,  each  fitted  with  two 
Thomson-Houston  motors  of  25  horse-power  and  18  ti^ailer 
cars.  They  maintain  a  10  minutes  service  throughout  the  day,  and 
their  gross  receipts  average  about  1,200  pesetas  per  day. 

The  whole  of  the  work  was  carried  out  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  company's  engineers,  and  the  contractors  for  most  of  it 
were  a  British  firm,  Messre.  F.  H.  Bagge  and  Co.,  electrical 
engineers  of  this  city. 

Nearly  all  the  old  mule  and  steam  tramways  are  being  con- 
verted into  electric  power,  and  tramway  extension  is  one  of  the 
greatest  sources  of  labour  just  now  ;  new  lines  are  bemg  put  down 
in  all  directions,  and  next  year  will  see  a  still  further  development 
of  the  electric  system. 

A  small  beginning  has  again  been  metde  in  shipbuilding  in  this  ShipbnikUng. 
neighbourhood,  two  smell  steamers  being  under  construction,  the 
materials  for  which  have  been  supplied  from  Germany.  It  is  im- 
possible at  present  to  say  whether  this  attempt  at  resuscitating  the 
shipbuilding  industry  on  this  coast  will  give  satisfactory  results,  or 
whether,  like  previous  attempts,  it  will  be  a  failure. 

During  the  past  year  a  monthly  steamship  service  has  been  New 
established  between  this  port  and  Alexandria     Also  the  "  Eoyal  steamahip 
Hungarian  Sea  Navigation   Company,  Limited,"  send  a  steamer  "•"^^^■' 
here  weekly,  the  services  being  from  Trieste  co  Valencia,  calling  at 
Ban,  Fiume,  Messina,  Catania,  Genoa,  Marseilles  and  Barcelona.  Aurffcton^ 

North  of  Barcelona,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  known  as  ^[Ij^^j^ 
"  Puigmal,"  near  the  French  frontier,  some  very  valuable  mines  are 
being  worked  by  the  firm  of  Girones  and  Hemich  of  this  city.  The 
nearest  town  to  the  mines  is  Bibas,  which  is  some  10  miles  distant 
from  the  railway  stations  of  RipoU,  the  last-named  place  being  about 
65  miles  by  rail  from  Barcelona. 

This  large  mining  property  covers  a  surface  of  over  16,000 
English  acres,  and  the  lowest  part  of  the  claim  is  situated  3,000  feet 
above  sea  level.  It  is  only  recently  that  Messrs.  Girones  and 
Hemich,  backed  with  great  capital  and  influence,  have  taken  this 
property  in  hand  and  b^in  working  it  in  its  present  form,  with 
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the  result  that  an  enormous  quantity  of  rich  mispickel  has  been 
found  and  mined,  several  thousand  tons  of  which  they  exported  to 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  continent  of  Europe. 

The  result  of  the  sale  of  these  ores,  and  more  especially  the 
high  price  they  obtained  for  the  residues  after  calcination,  induced 
the  owners  to  put  up,  during  the  past  year,  very  large  smelting 
works  on  the  seashore  some  5  miles  from  Barcelona,  where  they 
can  theni.^elves  extract  the  rich  products  of  the  ores,  instead  of 
shippinu'  them  in  the  raw  state  as  formerly.  Besides  arsenical 
pyrites,  they  obtain  from  the  mines  also  galena  ore  containing 
an  avevaj^e  of  53  per  cent,  of  lead,  60  ounces  of  silver,  and 
12  dwts.  ni'  .^old  to  the  ton,  and  copper  ore  of  about  28  per  cent,  of 
metallic  copper  and  20  dwts.  of  gold  to  the  ton. 

A  larore  metallurgic  plant  has  been  erected  at  Barcelona  for 
the  treatment  of  arsenical,  copper,  lead  and  .silver  ores.  The 
first  portion  of  the  plant  is  in  full  working  order  and  will 
treat  .iO  tons  of  arsenical  ore  per  day;  it  has  been  put  up  by 
Britisli  engineers,  and  practical  arsenic  burners  are  employed  for 
the  productiofi  of  the  veiy  best  quality  of  arsenious  acid.  The 
arsenious  oxyde  is,  I  am  told  by  the  managing  metallurgist,  an 
Englishman,  of  the  purest  white,  absolutely  free  i'rom  any 
impurity  or  metal,  and  finds  a  good  market  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  in  Europe.  At  an  early  date  the  rest  of  the 
plant  for  the  treatment  of  lead  and  extraction  of  silver  from  the 
galena  ore  will  be  erected ;  the  residues  of  the  arsenical  and  lead 
ores  and  a  special  kind  of  mud,  found  in  large  quantities  on  the 
surface  of  some  of  the  mispickel  mines  at  Kibas,  will  also  be 
treated,  a  special  plant  for  this  purpose  has  been  put  up,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  everything  will  be  in  complete  working  order  by  the 
end  of  the  year  1902. 

The  works  when  completed  will  cover  in  all  an  area  of  some 
15  acrew.  This  is  a  matter  of  interest,  as  they  have  been  put  up 
under  the  supervision  of  British  experts,  and  some  British  metal- 
lurgist chemists  and  foremen  being  employed  in  it. 

The  olive  crop  has  been  enormous,  and,  in  consequence,  the 
price  of  oil  has  been  exceptionally  low.  Some  attempt  has  been 
made  to  export  oil  to  the  British  market,  but  in  consequence  of 
want  of  care  in  selection  of  barrels  the  elBfort  has  not  met  with 
much  success. 

It  would  appear  that  a  manufactory  of  all  kinds  of  gimlet 
pointed  screws  for  woodwork  might  be  put  up  in  this  city  with 
every  prospect  of  success.  There  is  naturally  an  immense  demand 
for  such  articles  in  this  country,  and  at  present  no  such  industry 
exists  here;  in  fact  up  to  within  a  year  ago  no  such  screws 
were  made  in  Spain.  A  small  factory  has  been  established  in 
Bilbao,  but  does  not  do  much,  I  am  told.  The  duty  on  screws 
being  some  6L  per  ton,  and  freight  and  exchange  further  enhancing 
Oxe  price,  a  thoroughly  well-equipped  factory  here  ought  to  make 
money. 

A  pen  and  pencil  manufactory  is  also  needed  here,  the  only 
existing  one,  through  want  of  proper  machinery,  turning  out 
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such  a  very  inferior  article  that  90  per  cent,  of  such  goods  are 
imported  priucipally  I'roin  Gemiany  iu  spite  of  the  very  heavy 
customs  dues. 

A  British  hauk,  having  branches  iu  South  America,  would 
greatly  facilitate  trade  between  Cataluiia  and  the  Spanish  speak- 
ing countries  of  that  continent,  as  tlie  only  public  banking 
establishment  in  Barcelona  with  officers  in  IbreigA  capitals  such 
as  London,  Paris  and  Berlin,  has  no  direct  agencies  in  South 
America.  Such  an  institution  would  also  be  an  advantage  to  the 
British  traders  here,  and  to  the  Spanish  manufacturers  having 
business  with  the  United  Kingdom. 

(Cycles,  motor-cars  and  sewing  machines  are  almost  entirely 
imported  from  Germany,  France  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  no  British  firm  having  made  serious  efforts  to  get  a 
footing  here. 

Two  cases  have  come  to  my  notice  lately  where  British  firms 
have  failed  to  secure  orders  here  owing  to  their  method  of  con- 
ducting business.  In  one  instance  an  English  gentleman,  known 
to  me,  lately  visited  London,  accompanying  a  Spanish  merchant 
who  desired  to  purchase  machinery;  they  together  visited  the 
show  rooms  and  workshops  of  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers  of 
the  class  of  macliinery  required,  but,  of  course,  found  no  one  there 
who  spoke  Spanish.  They  were  shown  machines  which  it  was 
explained  would  do  the  work  required,  but  on  requesting  that  a 
practical  demonstration  should  be  given  they  were  informed  that 
it  was  not  worth  the  trouble  to  set  up  the  machine  and  put  it  in 
motion  unless  it  were  certain  that  an  order  for  the  machines 
would  be  given,  and  further  that  the  finns  word  that  the  machine 
would  do  the  work  required  was  sufficient  guarantee.  A  week 
later  this  Spanish  gentleman  visited  Germany,  had  all  explana- 
tions given  in  Spanish,  measurements  on  the  metrical  system, 
prices  quoted  in  pesetas,  and  was  shown  the  machmes  at  work  as 
he  wished,  the  result  being  an  order  for  three  machines. 

The  other  instance  was  that  of  a  partner  in  one  of  our  largest 
machinery  houses  who  came  here  (he  did  not  speak  a  word  of 
Spanish)  and  was  introduced  to  a  house  requiring  his  class  of 
goods.;  producing  his  illustrated  list  he  forthwith  proceeded  to 
give  the  details  required,  such  as  measurements,  price,  &c.,  in 
English  measure  and  currency,  which  were  not  clearly  understood, 
as  the  metrical  system  is  followed  here ;  after  some  negotiation 
the  orders  were  eventually  given  to  a  German  firm  whose  agent 
here  had  a  warehouse  in  which  would-be  buyers  can  see 
specimens  of  the  machines  to  be  supplied,  and  who  is  able  to  give 
all  specifications  in  Spanish  measurements  and  to  quote  a  price 
in  pesetas  delivered  into  the  buyer's  factory,  thus  saving  him  all 
trouble  in  custom-house  matters,  landing,  &c.,  and  to  know  at 
once  what  the  exact  total  cost  will  be. 

British  machinery,  machine  tools,  steam  saws,  &c.,  are  fully 
appreciated  here  when  known,  and  there  is  a  good  business  to  be 
done,  but  in  order  to  compete  successfully  with  German  and 
American  competition,  it  is  necessary  that  the  British  makers 
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should  follow  the  same  principles  as  their  competitors,  namely, 
have  a  representative  of  the  firm  or  an  agent  here  who  shall 
have  a  warehouse  fitted  with,  at  any  rate,  one  of  each  of  the 
various  machines,  &c.,  made  by  the  firm,  as  the  would-be 
purchaser  will  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  give  his  order  where 
he  can  actually  see  the  class  of  article  that  he  will  receive; 
also  the  agent  should  be  in  a  position  to  quote  a  price  in  pesetas, 
delivered  into  the  warehouse  or  factory  of  the  buyer,  and  in  all 
technical  detail  and  matters  of  business  be  able  to  go  into  them 
in  the  Spanish  language  and  in  Spanish  measurements,  &c. 

Floating  coal         This  year  has  seen  the  establishment  at  this  port  of  a  floating 

depdi.  QQoi  depSt  in  the  outer  harbour. 

A  British  subject,  resident  in  this  city,  having  obtained  a 
concession  from  the  Spanish  Government  permitting  him  to 
establish  a  coal  hulk  in  this  port  for  the  supply  of  bunker  coal 
free  of  duty,  formed  a  company  with  a  capital  of  350,000  pesetas 
(equal  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange  to  somewhat  over 
10,000Z.)  for  working  the  concession.  A  vessel  of  2,500  tons, 
suitable  for  the  purpose,  has  been  purchased  and  installed  as  a 
hulk.  Both  for  discharging  into  the  hulk  and  for  filling  their 
bunkers  steamers  can  come  alongside  the  hulk,  and  the  company 
state  that  they  can  deliver  70  to  80  tons  per  hour. 

The  company  claim  that  owing  to  the  rebate  in  the  duty  and 
the  saving  in  expense  in  discharging,  the  cost  will  be  much  less 
than  when  supplied  from  the  shore,  and  the  following  statement 
of  expenses  incurred  in  delivering  coal  to  a  steamer  from  the 
hulk  as  compared  with  the  present  system  from  the  shore  is 
given : — 
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Diiehaige  of  steamer  and  atowage  on  board  hulk 
Diaeharging  from  hulk  and  stowage  into  bonkers    . . 

Amount. 

Pesetas  e. 
1    26 
1    26 

Less  received  from  steamer 

2    60 
1      0 

Total 

1    60 

Expenses  without  Hulk. 


Amount. 

Discharge  of  steamer,  Ughtora^,  carts^  &c 

Carts,  ligliterage  and  stowage  into  bankers   . . 

Pesetas  o. 
2      0 
8      0 

Import  duties 

6      0 
2    60 

Less  reeeived  from  stesmer 

7    60 
1      0 

Total 

6    60 

Result. 


Amount 

Expense  without  bulk 

„        with  hulk           

Pesetas  a 
e    60 
1    60 

Diflbrence  in  fsTOur  of  hulk  . . 

6      0 
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Table  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Barcelona 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articled. 


Mamufactubid  Ooom. 

GlaMware 

Pottery,  porcelain,  &c< 

Ironware 

Hardware 

Machine  and  yegetable 

oils    .. 
DrugB    .. 

Coloura,  varnlBb,  inks. 
Dye  extracts    .  • 
Chemical  prodacta 
Medicines 
Starch  and  fiirine 
Perhimery 
Cotton  goods    . . 
Linen  and  jute  goods  . 
Woollen  goods . . 
Silk  goods 

Paper 

Furniture 
Tanned  hides   . . 
Pianos,    watches     and 

clocks 
Machinery 
Sewing  machines 
Dockyard  materials  and 

railroad  plant 
Sundries 


C0M£8TIBLI8. 

Meat 

Cod  and  other  fish 

Wheat 

Other  cereals  and  flours 
YeccetableH 

Fruit 

Sugar 

Cocoa    

Coffee 

Spices  and  tea  . . 
Spirits  and  liqueurs    . . 
Wine  and  beer.. 
Seeds  and  fodder 
Mineral  waters..         •• 
Sundries  ..         •• 


Raw  Matbbiala. 


1900. 


1901. 


Quantity. 


Marble.. 

Olay,  cement,  lime 

Cold  and  coke  .  • 


Tons. 


1,589 
593 

8,216 
529 

250 

788 

1,346 

1,997 

25,238 

127 

8,628 

14 

824 

2,768 

474 

81 

1,254 

945 

88 

16 

6,885 

824 

1,078 
90 


419 

7,196 

150,851 

67,126 

208 

184 

216 

1,509 

1,814 

213 

415 

24 

288 

815 

164 


4,158 

10,587 

662,181 


Value. 


84,862 

42,240 

154,504 

86,468 

7,505 
29,012 

102,888 
88,969 

884,078 
85,566 

200,056 
4,688 

168,567 

259,470 
60,440 
55,716 
87,876 
52,980 
30,9^8 

12,878 

895,078 

86,116 

25,81i 
21,556 


21,365 

171,264 

1,268,282 

409,987 

1,998 

2,944 

5,555 

115,103 

27,886 

28,855 

18,687 

923 

4,605 

8,995 

22,885 


19,962 

21,174 

914,808 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

JL 

1,566 

87,c68 

1    1,087 

21,868 

1    8,922 

112.809 

374 

84,505 

889 

12,776 

863 

84,066 

1,825 

105,928 

1,991 

8,881 

31,678 

401,662 

98 

20,589 

9,721 

108,405 

41 

18,428 

884 

102,357 

1,758 

160,994 

287 

118,528 

26 

56,628 

1,068 

76,086 

774 

89,010 

78 

47,427 

17 

5,972 

5,156 

820,094 

305 

78,205 

690 

896,050 

116 

28,815 

188 

8,141 

4,415 

118,269 

90,049 

810,448 

88,787 

186,676 

8,242 

85,728 

416 

6,542 

7 

156 

1,943 

154,892 

3,752 

822,135 

287 

84,260 

115 

6,845 

69 

8,488 

572 

7,056 

848 

9,746 

829 

55,589 

8,798 

18,656 

18,295 

88,068 

746,566 

U59,158 
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Ekturx  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Barcelona  during  the 
Tears  1900-01— continued. 


Articles. 

1900. 

1901. 

Quantity. 

Yalae. 

Quantity. 

Value, 

Raw  Matebialb— contd. 

Tar  and  pitch  . . 

Petroleum,  benzine,  &c 

MineraU 

Iron,  steel  and  tin 

Copper,  brass,  zinc 

Wood  for  dyeing 

Oilseeds 

Indigo  and  cochineal  . . 

Salphur 

Wax 

Cotton 

Hemp,  jate,  &c 
Wool  and  hair  . . 
Palp  for  paper  •  • 
Wood 

„      fine       .. 
Stayes   ..                   .• 
Skim  and  hides 
Animal  greases. . 

Manure 

Ivory,      amber      and 

mother-of-pearl 
Indiambber     . . 

Tons. 

4,536 

8,566 

80 

2,773 

220 

625 

12,189 

110 

689 

669 

64,696 

14,720 

148 

2,784 

85,527 

1,408 

8,979 

6,260 

4,004 

7,686 

8 
79 

14,615 

32,720 

80 

105,866 

17,161 

6,000 

186,275 

64,485 

8,861 

38,776 

2,898,894 

788,620 
19,011 
22,872 
72,469 
19,465 
75,193 

420,889 

107.628 
61,486 

1,003 
26,827 

Tons. 

1,727 

9,006 

944 

10,048 

856 

679 

15,516 

94 

880 

1,628 

66,866 

16,988 

1,289 

2,887 

147,113 

8,874 

8,472 

6,964 

9,428 

828 

1 
82 

£ 

11,922 

112,232 

11,832 

96,179 

40,906^ 

4,817 

278,8l(^ 

41,665 

1,148 

98,679^ 

8,318,802 

374,788 

237,640 

24,248 

295,675 

46,106 

63,675 

567,169 

827,674 

7,147 

361 
10,991 

(117) 
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Table  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Barcelona 
daring  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Manufaoturxd  Goods. 

Olaoaware 

Pottery,  porcelain,  &c. 

Hardware 

Firearms 

Tartaric  acid    . . 

Soap 

Wax      matches      and 

candles 
Perfumery 
Drugs    .. 
Cotton  goods    . . 
Linen  and  hemp  goods, 
Jute  sacks 
Woollen  goods . . 
Silk  and  yelyet  goods  . 
Cigarette  paper. . 
Paper,  cardboard,  &c.  , 
Bottle  corks 
Furniture  and  barrels . 
Prepared  hides . . 
Boots,    shoes,    leather 

goods . . 
Fans 

Sandals  . . 
Playing  cards   . . 
Umbrellas 
Hats      . . 
Guitars  .. 


Guitar  strings  .. 
Sundries 

COMBSTIBLia. 

Mineral  waters.. 
Salt  .. 
Fish  .. 
Cereals  .. 
Garlic  .. 
Almonds  and  nnts 
Yegetables  and  fruit 


1900. 


Quantity. 


Sfltfiron 


Anise,      comin      and 

pimento 
OliTe  oil 

Brandy  and  liqaeun 
Wines    .. 
SunOriea 


Tons. 


268 
1,806 
3,605 
19 
1,104 
8,476 

87 

11 

2,942 

8,071 

226 

49 

68 

4 

458 

2,164 

400 

16,488 

882 

965 
74 

136 

67 

40 

8 

10 


987 


1,040 

98 

1,811 

11,189 

1,428 

972 

8,027 


10 


465 

4,807 

881 

81^^1 

^0d4 


Value. 


6.191 

8,972 

166,889 

19,828 

83,612 

79,895 

i.466 

6,890 

102,807 

666,818 

65,999 

1,960 

47,666 

21,947 

42,143 

9f,447 

66,151 

50,464 

97,160 

66,072 
44,831 
9,000 
10,690 
6,717 
6,666 
1,700 


8,040 
18,406 


d8,016 
*  87 
86,089 
114,841 
27,191 
40,921 
62,769 


41,486 


16,686 
117,468 

12,977 
774,491 
122^096 


1901. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 


246 

631 

8,720 

28 

1,221 

1,181 

47 

19 

2,986 

4,081 

141 

66 

40 

15 

226 

3,091 

466 

6,311 

849 

468 

76 

46 

108 

45 

4 

8 

Cwts. 
U 

Tons. 
781 


622 

1,167 
6,280 
1,016 
886 
2,466 

Cwts. 


Tons. 

382 

8,866 

217 

16,866 

1,885 


Value. 


7,881 

10,804 

180,422 

83,618 

84,864 

2,789 

2,174 

6,187 

82,764 

737,876 

28,232 

2,772 

29,486 

66,114 

20,824 

164,628 

77,991 

280,782 

100,808 

27,184 

46,909 

14,006 

18,290 

5,421 

6,878 

677 


63 
46,474 

19,929 

88,866 
64,991 
22,269 
42,661 
46,586 

TS6 


12,266 
118,872 

16,978 
188,702 

44»279 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Barcelona  during 
the  Years  1900-01— continued. 


Articles. 

1900. 

1901. 

Quantity.    :      Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Baw  Maxkbialb. 

Bnilding  material 
Tar  ani  pitch  . . 
Lead      . 
Other  metals    . . 
Tanning  bark  . . 
Liquorice 
Bair  tartar 
Glycerine 

Wax 

Wool  and  hair  .. 
Bags,  cotton  waste,  ftc. 

Hide« 

Animal  refase  .. 
Sundries 

Tons. 

1,917 
680 
843 
74 
448 
478 

8.600 

620 

78 

2,615 

2,700 
816 
227 

3,176 

6,988 

6,288 

8,620 

4,642 

4,126 

9,583 

79,803 

22,884 

4,619 

66,746 

88,776 

65,990 

1,200 

24,116 

Tons. 

1,210 
262 
780 
698 
194 
874 

4,896 

831 

85 

991 

266 

1,036 
459 

8,376 

4,167 

2,629 

10,228 

29,042 

966 

7.078 
89,926 
27,426 

6,186 
88,780 

8,428 
104,869 

2,560 
88,024 

Table  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Imported 
to  and  Exported  from  Barcelona  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Country. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

United    Kingdom  aad 

Oolonies       ••        •• 

8,006,539 

2,766.096 

430,S12 

148,027 

France 

2,817,272 

472,869 

1,466,471 

678,089 

Germany                    •  • 

315,597 

616,706 

100,966 

70,714 

Belgium           ..         •• 

666,863 

202,279 

60,111 

29,661 

Italy 

668,781 

806,410 

272,678 

250,001 

Other  European  eoun- 

tries 

954,188 

258,882 

127,667 

87,626 

AsUandAMoa 

1,188,489 

619,442 

88,180 

15,891 

United  States  of  America 

2,591,922 

8,247,482 

9,656 

9,404 

Argentine  EepubUc    .. 

167.774 

716,878 

464,620 

844,884 

Other     eonntries      of 

America 

56,117 

616,098 

988,608 

926,582 

Ouba,  Porto  Kioo  and 

PUUppiae  Isla»da  .. 

102,896 

106,788 

860,856 

79,866 
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Table  D. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Barcelona 
during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Coantry. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Ton^ 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tone. 

Teasela. 

Veasela 

Yeaaela. 

United  Kingdom 

1 

145 

237 

268,275 

238 

268,420 

Spain,  coasting  . . 

899 

47,742 

1,289 

979,058 

2,188 

1,026,800 

„     foreign    .. 

67 

14,106 

672 

608,678 

729 

677,784 

France     . . 

9 

814 

75 

70,061 

84 

70,866 

lUly 

95 

29,948 

190 

802,927 

285 

332,870 

Germany.. 

25 

27.742 

62 

61,208 

87 

88,960 

Norway          imd 

Sweden 

78 

73,493 

89 

81,846 

117 

106,889 

Denmark 

8 

259 

16 

10,568 

19 

10,827 

Hniaia 

2 

869 

25 

18,898 

27 

19,762 

-Greece     . . 

6 

1,818 

18 

22,494 

24 

28,812 

AuBtria-Hungary 

4 

2,507 

21 

29,824 

26 

32,831 

Holland  .. 

,. 

»1 

18,666 

31 

18,666 

Belgium  . . 

1 

1,631 

1 

1,500 

2 

8,181 

United  States     . . 

♦• 

•• 

2 

2,912 

2 

2,912 

Total 

1,180 

200,569 

2,628 

2,481,900 

8.808 

2,682,469 

„      1900  .. 

1,241 

116,780 

2,663 

2,821,154 

8,804 

2,437,984 

Cleared. 


Country. 


Sftiling. 


Number 

of 
Vetaelfl. 


Tons. 


Steam. 


Total. 


Number 
of 

Yesselfl. 


and 


United  Kingdom 
Spain,  coasting 

^,      foreign 
France    . . 
Italy 

Germany. 
Norway 

Sweden 
Denmark 
Russia 

Austria-Hungary 
Holland.. 
Belgium  .. 
Greece 
United  States    . 


Total 


1900 


1 

912 

87 

9 

95 
25 

75 
2 
2 

4 

"l 

6 


I 


1,169 
1,187 


146 

50,612 

9,156 

814 
29,948 
27,742 

67,532 

165 

869 

2,507 

lV681 
1,818 


1,425 
645 

75 
190 

62 

86 
16 
25 
21 
30 

18 
2 


Tons. 


265,961 

1,142,572 

686,452 

70,051 
302,927 

61,208 

28,850 
9,952 
18,898 
29,824 
18,050 

22,494 
2.912 


Number 
of 

Vessels. 


192,484 
104,669 


2,778 
2,729 


2,610,186 
2,862,617 


285 

2,837 

682 

84 
285 

87 

111 
17 
27 
25 
30 

1 
24 

2 


3,947 
3,916 


Tons. 


266,096 

1,198,184 

645,608 

70,866 
382,870 

88,950 

96,882 
10,117 
19,762 
82,881 
18,060 

1,681 
23,812 

2,912 


2,802,570 
2,967,286 
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Alicante. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Cumming  reports  as  follows : — 

The    annexed    thi-ee    tables    demonstrate    the   movement  in  Tables, 
shipping  and  chief  articles  of  import  and  export. 

The  total  shipping  has  resulted,  compared  with  the  previous  Shipping, 
year,  in  an  increase  in  number  of  vessels,  but  a  heavy  decrease  in 
tonnage.  In  foreign  shipping  the  decrease  is  20  vessels  and 
179,890  tons;  French  shipping  shows  a  decline  of  51  vessels 
and  142,874  tons.  British  shipping,  however,  shows  an  increase 
of  13  vessels  and  7,460  tons. 

The  importation  of  coal  shows  a  small  increase  on  the  quantity  Import*, 
of  the  previous  year.  Coal.. 

Owing  to  high  prices,  further  enhanced  by  high  rates  of  Dried  codfiih. 
excliange,  and  also  somewhat  to  the  abundance  of  Spanish  salt 
pressed  "  Sardina,"  the  consumption  of  dried  codfish  here  has  again 
slightly  diminished.  Total  quantity  imported  consists  of  1,250 
tons  French  "Lave,"  1,350  tons  Newfoundland,  and  200  tons 
Norwegian. 

The  quantity  of  iron  and  iron  goods  of  all  classes,  including  Iron,  &c 
machinery,  results  in  a  great  falling-off.     But  a  trifling  share  of  this 
trade  (some  400  tons)  is  British. 

The  entire  importation  of  crude  petroleum  has  proceeded  ex-  Petroleum, 
clusively  from  the  United  States  of  America. 

Tliere    has   been   a   slight   variation   in   the    importation   of  Manures  and 
manures,  but  an  enormous  increase  in  importation  of  materials  ™^  materials 
for  manufacture  of  all  classes  of  artificial   manures.     Of  these  f^j^^^ 
materials  more  than  one-third  of  the  quantity  imported,  say  some  game. 
3,200  tons,  came  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  entire   importation   of   cables   for  electric  lighting  pro-  Cables  for 
ceeded  from  Italy.  electric 

As  heavy  stocks  of  timber  remained  on  hand  at  the  commence-  TimbeSf 
ment  of  the  year,  importation   has  been   considerably  reduced. 
About  three-fourths  came  from  Eussia  and  the  remainder  from 
the  United  States  of  America. 

The  importation  of  staves  has  been  fairly  maintained  in  spite  Stoves 
of  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  wine  trade. 

Wheat  from  Canada  has  formed  the  larger  part  of  the  quantity  Wheat, 
imported,  360  tons  having  proceeded  from  this  British  colony. 

The  chief  trade  of  this  port,  the  exportation  of  wine,  has  been  Exports, 
greatly  paralysed  during  the  year  owing  to  the  lack  of  demand  Wine, 
from  France.  This  is  plainly  evidenced  by  the  heavy  reduction 
in  quantity  exported,  which,  as  shown  in  the  table  of  exports, 
does  not  even  reach  one-half  of  the  already  reduced  exportation 
of  1900.  The  want  of  markets  where  remunerative  prices  might 
be  obtained  for  the  produce  of  the  large  wine-growing  districts  of 
this  and  adjacent  provinces  has  become  a  most  serious  problem. 
A  comparatively  new  feature  during  the  year  was  the  increase 
in  the  trade  between  this  port  and  Malta,  to  which  island  some 
450,000  gallons  were  exported.  The  United  KingdoA  only  took 
some  270,000  gallons. 
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Almonda. 


Baparto. 


Wineleea. 


Dried  figa. 


Oranges  and 
lemona. 


Exchange. 


The  exportation  of  lead  also  shows  a  heavy  decline.  Of  the 
9,500  tons  shipped  here,  4,400  tons  went  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  remainder  almost  all  to  France. 

The  crop  of  almonds  last  autumn  was  both  abundant  and  of 
better  quality  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  Much  more 
moderate  prices  also  ruled,  so  that  there  was  good  demand  and 
activity  in  exportation.  Fully  half  the  quantity  mentioned  in  the 
table  was  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom,  although  a  fair  portion 
of  this  was  merely  sent  there  for  transhipment  to  the  United 
States  of  America  and  to  Canada. 

The  exportation  of  esparto  grass  was  considerably  less  than 
in  1900.  Except  about  100  tons,  all  was  shipped  to  the  United 
Kinj^dom. 

The  exportation  of  wine  lees  was  well  sustained ;  some  850  tons 
went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  remainder  chiefly  to  France. 

There  has  been  an  increased  trade  in  dried  figs,  exclusively 
with  France. 

The  exportation  of  oranges  and  lemons  was  also  on  a  larger 
scale ;  about  three-fourths  went  to  France  and  the  remainder  to 
Italy. 

In  early  January  the  rate  of  exchange  for  cheques  on  London 
stood  at  about  33  pesetas  40  c.  per  IZ. ;  it  rose  steadily  until  in 
October  it  reached  as  high  as  36  pesetas  per  1/.,  and  at  end  of 
November  the  i*ate  Wfiw  35  pesetas  50  c.  per  IZ.  Then  the  Royal 
Decree  was  published  exacting  the  payment  of  customs  duties  on 
specified  articles  in  gold,  which  caused  such  a  rapid  fall  in  ex- 
change that  on  December  9  cheques  on  London  were  quoted  at 
32  pesetas  60  c.  per  IZ.,  which  was   the  lowest  point ;  since  then 


heavy  fluctuations  continued  till  the 
quotation  stood  at  34  pesetas  per  IZ. 


end  of  the  year,  when  the 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Alicante  during  the 

Year  1901. 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Veaeels. 

Tonnage. 

Britiah 

French 

Italian 

Dntcli 

Norwegian         

RnflBian 

Anatro-Hnngaiian 

DaniBh 

German 

Other  naUonalitiea 

58 

65 

64 

29 

15 

9 

4 

4 

8 

4 

39,252 

48,813 

12,140 

15,811 

8,861 

5,846 

3,380 

2,444 

1,838 

2,967 

BpanUh 

255 
1,582 

189,847 
714,985 

ToUl 
„     1900  .. 

1,787 
1,642 

854,782 
1,251,939 
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Eetdrn  of  Chief  Articles  of  Export  from  Alicante  dtiring  the 
Tears  1901-1900. 


1901. 

1900. 

Articles. 

Gallons  .. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine 

9,000,000 

£ 
160,000 

20,000,000 

£ 
420,000 

Lead 

Tons 

9,500 

110,000 

18,100 

106,000 

Almonds     . . 

»f         •• 

1,200 

85,000 

600 

60,000 

Ksparto 

»»          •• 

1.700 

7,000 

2,900 

12,000 

Liquorice  root 
Saffron 

»f          •• 

700 

6,500 

600 

5.000 

f  1          •  • 

7 

13,000 

9 

18,000 

Aniseed      . .. 

•>          •• 

280 

9,000 

450 

12,000 

Wine  lees    .. 

M                  •• 

4^200 

83,000 

4,000 

86,000 

on  .. 

*l                  •  • 

200 

4,600 

250 

6,000 

Dried  figs   .. 

»                  •• 

640 

4,000 

260 

2,000 

Oround  red  pepper 

99                   •  • 

700 

11,000 

820 

5,000 

Oranges  and  lemons 

f>                   •• 

400 

16,000 

100 

4»500 

Return  of  Chief  Articles  of   Import  to  Alicante  during  the 
Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Coal 

Tons      .. 

12,250 

13,000 

10,000 

15,000 

Dried  codfish 

»»         •• 

2,800 

67,000 

8,000 

58,000 

Iron,  machinery  and 

iron  goods  of  all 

classes 

»         •• 

2,800 

.. 

8»800 

, , 

Jute  and  hemp 

w           •• 

970 

24,000 

800 

20,000 

Crude  petroleum    .. 

t9                   •  • 

5,260 

•  • 

8,600 

, , 

Wheat 

«                   •• 

680 

4,000 

1.250 

8,000 

Manures 

»»                   •• 

1,800 

10,000 

1,400 

11,000 

Baw    materials   for 

the  manufacture  of 

manures  . . 

»                   •  • 

8.900 

60,000 

4,400 

80,000 

Esparto 

f»                    •  • 

2,000 

6,600 

2,600 

7,000  • 

Tin 

n             •• 

60 

1,800 

150 

8,000 

Cables  for   electric 

lighting  .. 

tf             •• 

290 

560 

, , 

Marble 

»             •  • 

480 

1,400 

880 

1,000 

Timber       .. 

Cfeet   .. 

700,000 

64,000 

1,175,000 

86,000 

Stares 

Pieces    .. 

1,415,000 

54,000 

1,680,000 

60,000 

BUBIUANA. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Harker  reports  as  follows : — 

In  spite  of  well  founded   expectations  to  the  contrary  the  sesolt  of 
result  of  the  orange  season  1900-01   proved  to  be  anything  but  onnge  seasc-; 
satisfactory.    From  January  untQ  June,  1901,  the  fruit  obtained  i^oo-oi. 
(117)  B  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24 


BURRIANA. 


Kew  orange 
crop. 


Freight 
market 


Local 
improYe- 
meDts, 
Burriana. 


Harbour 

irorks, 

Gastelloiu 


Fairly  good  prices  in  the  British  markets,  but  as  shippers  con- 
sistently paid  too  high  a  cost,  the  business  left  a  loss  in  most 
instances.  This  anomaly  may  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  owing 
to  mild  weather  during  November  and  December,  1900,  excep- 
tionally good  prices  were  paid  for  oranges  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
This  fact  misled  shippers,  who  speculated  at  high  prices  only  to 
find  that  British  markets  could  not  respond  to  the  advance  in  f.o.b 
cost.  With  slight  variation  the  same  state  of  affairs  prevailed 
until  the  crop  was  exhausted,  and  hence  the  only  lucrative  business 
was  done  by  the  farmers  and  landowners. 

The  new  orange  crop  is  exceedingly  large,  and  promises  to 
yield  fruit  for  about  6,000,000  cases.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  so 
much  fruit  can  find  an  outlet,  and  already  the  British  markets 
have  opened  (November  and  December)  poorly  on  account  of 
excessive  supplies.  Last  season  the  farmers  obtained  good  prices 
because  the  crop  was  somewhat  curtailed  by  adverse  weather,  but 
this  year  nothing  has  occurred  to  limit  the  production,  which 
appears  unlimited.  The  demand  for  Valencia  oranges  in  foreign 
markets  is  not  increasing  with  the  extension  of  the  crop,  and 
witliin  the  next  few  years  we  may  expect  to  see  a  marked  fall  in 
the  value  of  this  important  fruit  crop. 

During  1901  there  has  been  little  animation  in  freights,  and 
the  rates  ruling  have  upon  the  whole  been  disappointing  to  those 
interested  in  steamers.  Tonnage  has  generally  been  in  excess  of 
requirements,  and  freights  for  oranges  to  London  and  Liverpool 
have  rarely  exceeded  Is.  to  Is.  id.  per  case. 

In  November,  1901,  a  new  system  of  water  supply  was 
inaugurated  in  Burriana.  The  water,  which  is  most  suitable  for 
drinking  purposes,  is  brought  from  the  River  Mijares  and  carried 
from  house  to  house  in  iron  pipes,  the  improvement  being  much 
appreciated  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  long  promised  light  on  the  harbour  works  at  Castellon  has 
been  erected,  and  since  November,  1901,  has  been  in  use,  in 
accordance  with  the  official  notice  in  the  *'  Gazette.*'  Owing  to  the 
death  of  the  contractor  very  little  was  done  at  the  harbour  during 
1901,  but  it  is  reported  that  various  obstacles  such  as  the  liquida- 
tion of  accounts  have  been  surmounted,  and  that  good  progress 
may  be  looked  for  during  the  year  1902. 


Denia. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Morand  reports  as  follows : — 
XzpoiiL  As  was  to  be  expected,  business  in  raisins  has  been  transacted 

Baiflina.  with  a  cautious  forethought  in  signal  contrast  with  the  reckless 

manner  it  was  conducted  in  1900,  thereby  leading  to  the  calami- 
tous consequences  recorded. 

The  steady  and  moderate  course  now  followed  has  had  the 
effect  of  keeping  prices  as  acceptable  to  growers  as  to  exporters, 
and  well  sustained  throughout,  a  result  to  which  a  considerable 
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unsuspected  deficiency  in  the  estimated  amount  of  the  general  crop 
has  largely  contributed. 

Grapes  have  not  done  well.  Qrapeg. 

Given   the   moderate   amount   to   which   onions   are    usually  OnioDi. 
exported,  principally  to  the   United   States  of  America,   where 
Denia  onions  find  special  favour  they  generally  leave  a  profit  as 
has  been  the  case  last  year. 

There  has  been  a  substantial  in'^.rease  in  the  amount  of  oranges  Orangai. 
shipped  here  this  season  and  it  seems  evident  that  on  the  termina- 
tion of  a  well  conditioned  harbour  they  will  be  largely  exported, 
considering   the  extent  to  which  they  are  being  grown  in  this 
neighbourhood. 

Almonds  may  be  classed  as  an  article  of  secondary  importance  Almonde. 
as   to  quantity,  enhanced  though  this  is  by   the  high  value    it 
attains. 

Tomatoes,  melons,  &c ,  are  scarcely  worth  a  particular  mention,  Tomatoes, 
though    on    a    whole    they    no    doubt    constitute    an    item    oi  ^^^oiui,  &^. 
considerable  export. 

The  total  exports  during  the  year  have  been  as  follows: — 


ArtlclM. 

To- 

Tons     ... 

Quantity. 

Approximate 
value  f.o.b. 

Total 
Value. 

United  Kingdom      

Canada   and    the    United 

States  of  America 

TheBaldo      

Prance,  Germany,  Ac 

9,277 

2,724 
2,610 
5,106 

£ 
166,966 

49.082 
46,180 
91,944 

363,142 

United  Kingdom      ...       { 

Csnada    and    the    United 

States  of  America 

United  Kingdom      

Canada    and    the    United 

States  of  America 

United  Kingdom      

British  ports 

DlfTerent  ooontries 

Total  .^       

19,619 

18,980 
1,606 

11,867 
193 

1.428 
6,084 

Orapes          

OnlonB 

Almonds 

Barrels... 
Cases    ... 

Crates  ... 
Cases   ... 

Boxes  ... 

108,436 
6,228 

170,603 
1,186 

1,241 
6,290 

20,485 
11,660 
7.512 

cases... 

; 
... 

6.681 

5,696 

OimngM        

Tomat<H>8,    melona. 

18,664 

6,696 

9,114 

407,409 

A  symptom  revealing  the  yearly  enhanced  value  of  foreign  importa. 
timber  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  of  the  24,000  cubic  metres  Timber, 
here  imported  only  about  one  fifth  proceeds  from  foreign  ports. 

Sulphur,  which  used  to  be  largely  imported  from  Italy,  comes  Solphnr. 
now  also  from  Aguilas  and  Barcelona. 

Sugar,  flour,  soap,  &c.,  with  several  other  articles  for  home  Sugar,  flour, 
consumption  are  usually  brought    from   Barcelona   by  coasting  «>*P»  *«. 
steamers  to  a  weekly  amount  of  about  160  tons. 

An  advance  in  the  number  of  British  steamers  cleared  here  stippiM  umI 
last  season  is  to  be  registered  under  the  head  of  shipping  and  naWgatiom. 
navigation,  the  figures  being  64  against  57  in  1900. 
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PcmulAtion  Although  the  official  statistics  gave  a  result  of  12,242  inhabi- 

udindnstneii.  ^j^nts,  there  is  a  general  belief  that  the  actual  population  exceeds 
14,000. 

Two  important  additions  have  been  lately  made  to  the  indus- 
trial concerns  of  this  town. 

One  of  them  is  a  steam  factory  for  the  production  of  nails 
employed  in  the  construction  of  boxes,  cases,  and  all  sorts  of  fruit 
receptacles,  a  most  proper  accessory  of  the  extensive  saw  mill 
industry  whose  demands  it  amply  covers,  keeping  moreover  at  all 
times  a  stock  for  outside  delivery. 

The  other  is  represented  by  the  considerable  development  of 
the  telephone  system  which  embraces  the  town,  and  the  principal 
country  residences  around  it. 

To  these  will  also  follow  the  introduction  of  electric  lighting 

through   a   current   brought   from   the   well-known   waterfall   of 

Algar  near   Callosa  de  Ensarria,  about  17   miles   distant  from 

Denia. 

Harbonr  The  harbour  works  are  still  in  a  very  backward  state,  and  there 

^**'**-  is  no  indication  when  they  will  be  completed 


Ekturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Denia  during  the 
Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

Kationalitj. 

Nnmber 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tens. 

Yessels. 

Yessels. 

Yessels. 

BritiBh    .. 

64 

58^447 

64 

58,447 

Belgiaa  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

547 

1 

647 

Daniah    .. 

•  • 

, , 

14 

10,103 

14 

10,108 

Dutch      .. 

•  • 

■  • 

9 

4,752 

9 

4,752 

French    . . 

, , 

2 

1,880 

2 

1,880 

Gemuui  .. 

,, 

•  • 

8 

4,316 

8 

4,816 

Italian     .. 

14 

1,771 

2 

2,628 

16 

4,899 

Norwegian 

, , 

•  • 

24 

12,196 

24 

12,196 

Rnsian   .. 

,. 

.  • 

S 

1,051 

2 

1.051 

Spanish  .. 

116 

12,774 

118 

75,944 

284 

88,718 

Swedish  .. 

• « 

•• 

9 

7,824 

9 

7,824 

Total 

180 

14,545 

258 

179,188 

883 

198,688 

„     1900.. 

140 

18,594 

207 

189,872 

852 

158,466 
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Cleared. 


Nationality. 


Sailing. 


Number 

of 
YesKlB. 


Tons. 


Steam. 


Number 

of       I 


I      Tons. 


Total. 


I 


Number 

of 
YeeseU. 


Tona. 


British  . . 

Belgian  . . 

Danish  . . 

Dutch  .. 
Krench 

Qermau  .. 

Italian  . . 
Norwegian 

Russian  .. 

Spanish  .. 

Swedish  .. 


14 
Ilk 


1,771 


64 
1 

14 
9 
2 
8 
2 

24 

2 

118 

9 


Total 


1900..' 


128 
150 


14,868 
18,567 


253 
207 


58,447 
547 

10,103 
4,752 
1,830 
4,316 
2,698 

12,196 
1,051 

75,944 
7,824 


179,188 
189,872 


64 
1 

14 
9 
2 
8 

16 

24 

2 

282 

9 


881 
857 


68,447 
547 

10,10  J 
4,762 
1,880 
4,816 
4,899 

12,196 
1,051 

88,53(J 
7,824 


193,501 
153,489 


Gandu. 


Mr.  Vice-Consiil  Eomaguera  reports  as  follows  : — 

In  comparison  with  the  year  1900  there  is  a  small  increase  oi  import  aai 
2,780  tons  in  the  traffic  of  tliis  port,  for  although  the  imports  have  exports, 
diminished  by  1,019  tons,  the  exports  have  increased  by  3,800 
tons.  The  principal  decrease  in  the  imports  is  owing  to  coal ; 
there  is,  notwithstanding,  an  increase  in  wood,  flour  and  drugs. 
The  export  of  oranges  shows  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  about 
6,000  tons,  but  the  raisin  business  has  diminished  by  about 
3,000  tons. 

Although  there  is  a  smaller  total  number  of  ships  than  in  Shipping, 
1900,  the  number  of  steamships  has  increased  by  62   steamers, 
and  the  total  tonnage  by   32,857  tons.      Of    this    increase   28 
belong  to  the  British  flag,  with  100  steamers    against  72  in 
1900. 

The  increase  in  the  export  of  oranges  before  mentioned  is  Fruit 
owing  to  the  extensive  and  important  plantations  which  are  being  *>» 
made  each  year  in  this  and  all  the  province  of  Valencia.  The  prin- 
cipal market  is  the  United  Kingdom,  but  if  there  is  no  other  outlet, 
or  if  the  transport  into  the  interior  of  Spain  is  not  facilitated  and 
made  less  expensive,  there  will  surely  be  a  great  depreciation, 
which  will  consequently  affect  the  business  of  this  district.  Last 
year  the  merchants  have  suffered  great  losses  in  the  prices  of  the 
fruit  in  the  British  markets. 

The  exports  of  raisins  in  this  port  have  been  less  than  half  the 
quantity  of  the  year  1900.    The  exporters,  from  the  sad  experi- 
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ence  of  the  tremendous  losses  which  they  sufiered  iu  1900, 
have  exported  more  carefully,  and  have  paid  the  growers  at 
reasonable  prices,  so  that  they  have  been  able  in  part  to  recuperate 
those  losses. 

Floods.  The  most  terrible  flood  remembered  took  place  in  this  district 

on  September  30,  1901.  During  all  the  morning  it  rained  in 
torrents,  the  impetuous  currents  of  the  rivers  and  streams  carrying 
away  beautiful  lands,  some  houses  and  part  of  the  cemetery  of  this 
town,  causing  great  harm  in  the  port,  in  the  workshops  and  ware- 
houses, and  to  the  Alcoy  railway  £ind  the  railway  of  Carcagente 
to  Denia.  The  force  of  the  current  also  broke  the  moorings  of 
the  dredger  of  the  port,  causing  her  to  strand  at  one  mile  distance. 
She  was  afterwards  floated  by  the  salvage  steamer  "  Hermes." 

Breakwater.  The  continuous  ovei-floodmg  of  the  Eiver  Serpis,  which  flows 

into  the  port,  produces  sandbanks  in  the  entrance,  and  to  avoid 
this  the  proprietary  company  is  going  to  construct  a  breakwater 
according  to  a  plan  already  presented  for  the  approbation  of  the 
authorities.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with  this  breakwater  the 
harbour  will  be  kept  clear. 

Pabllc  works.  Two  new  public  works  are  announced  which  will  be  a  great 
improvement  for  the  general  public  health.  The  first  is  the  new 
cemetery  with  all  modern  improvements,  the  old  burial  ground 
being  small,  and  very  near  the  town.  The  stream  of  Beniopa 
runs  almost  by  its  side,  and  the  last  flood  carried  away  a  great 
part  of  it. 

The  other  work  projected  is  a  new  slaughter-house,  which 
promises  to  unite  all  proper  requisites  and  improvements.  The 
actual  slaughter-house  is  near  the  town,  and  in  very  bad  sanitary 
t5ondition. 


Eetdrn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gandia  during  the 

Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Coal        

Guano     

Timber 

Flour 

Drugs      

Bags       

'      Various 

Tons. 

18,070 
800 
6,006 
1,798 
4,708 
1,088 
8,658 

£ 
17,298 
8,000 
86,088 
26,071 
62,218 
10,748 
42,658 

Total 

80,578 

198,021 
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Beturk  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Gandia  durii^  the 

Year  1901. 


Artielec 

. 

Qaantity. 

1                                                                ! 

Valne. 

1          Tons. 

£ 

Oranges  .. 

24,394 

126,848 

Tomatoes. . 

12,748 

66,268 

Wine 

.. 

2,054 

10,270 

•.| 

2,467         , 

39,472 

Onions 

•  •  1 

1,815 

4,719 

Cloth 

_  1 

689        ! 

45,868 

Various 

Total 

•  • 

1 

2,940 

29,400 

..'         47,002 

322,326 

Return  of  all  Shipping  Entered  at  the  Port  of  Gandia 

( 

luring  the  Year  1901. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Namber 

Number 

Number ' 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vesaeb. 

Vessels. 

60,748 

Vessels. 
100 

British    .. 

100 

60,748 

Spanish  . . 
l^Twegian 

66 

8,5*82 

lis 

52,460 

178 

66,042 

1 

504 

41 

18,511 

42      , 

19,016 

German   .. 

, , 

, , 

26 

18,133 

26 

18,188 

Swedish  .. 

, , 

, , 

1 

628 

1       1 

628 

Italian     .. 

8 

888 

2 

i        1,400 

5       1 

1,788 

Bnssian   .. 

. , 

•       22 

;      12,848 

22      1 

12,848 

Belgian   .. 

, , 

2 

1,266 

2 

1,266 

French    . . 

•• 

•• 

8 

'        1,961 

8       1 

1,951 

Total 

69 

4,469 

.     810 

167,945 

879 

172,414 

Port  Mahon. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Eecudero  reports  as  follows : — 

No  important  change  has  occurred  in  the  trade  and  commerce  Trade  and 
of  Minorca  since  my  last  report  for  1900,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  commerce, 
returns  of  imports  and  exports  inserted  below. 

The  only  direct  trade  between  this   island  and  the   United  EHrect  trade 
Kingdom,    as   already    reported,    is    the    importation    of    coals  ]l?*^^® 
for  the  needs  of  the  mail  steamship  company  and  the  limited  Kingdom, 
industries  of  the  island,  as  well  as  for  the  supply  of  the  depdt  that 
the  Spanish  Government  has  in  this  port.     The  quantity  of  coals 
imported  during  the  year  1901  amounted  to  5,391  tons,  as  shown 
in  the  return  of  imports. 

No   change  has   taken  place,  since  my  last  report,   in  the  Shipping  and 
shipping,  which  hae  been  confined,  as  usual,  to  a  scanty  number  navigatioa. 
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of  small  coasting  vessels  and  to  the  three  steamers  employed 
in  carrying  the  mails,  passengers  and  goods  between  Minorca 
and  the  continent. 

BelMoeking  The  self -docking  pontoon  dock,  one  of  the  lai^est  in  the  world, 

pontoon  dock,  ^hat  the  Spanish  Gk)vernment  ordered  in  1897  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  Messrs.  Robert  Stephenson  and  Co.,  Limited,  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  with  the  object  of  sending  it  to  the  port  of  Olougapo 
in  the  Philippine  Islands,  was  transferred  in  1901  to  this  port  in 
order  to  undergo  the  trials  necessary  for  its  reception.  These 
commenced  on  August  6,  but  the  dock  having  sustained  some 
damage  ill  its  side  towers,  it  was  necessary  to  discontinue  them. 
Now  the  dock  is  being  repaired,  and  as  soon  as  the  repairs  have 
been  effected,  another  trial  will  take  place. 

Indnstiies.  The  making  of  boots  and  shoes  for  export  to  the  Island  of 

Cuba  continued  in  1901  in  a  most  prosperous  condition.  The 
same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  the  fabrication  of  silver  purses. 

Copper  mines.  Under  the  denomination  of  "  Cobres  de  Menorca,"  a  company 
was  formed  at  Bilbao  in  the  month  of  October  last,  with  a  capital 
of  2,000,000  pesetas,  to  work  some  copper  mines  existing  in  the 
central  part  of  this  island^  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Toro ;  the 
work  began  on  a  small  scale  in  the  following  month.  It  is 
impossible  to  foretell  what  will  be  the  result  of  this  new  under- 
taking, all  depending  on  the  quantity  of  mineral,  since,  as  regards 
the  quality  of  same,  it  seems  without  doubt  that  it  is  of  the  best 
known  thus  far. 

The  crops  and  pastures  having  been  rather  plentiful  in 
Minorca,  and  the  prices  most  remunerative,  owing  principally 
to  the  high  rates  of  foreign  exchange,  our  agriculturists  had 
another  very  prosperous  year. 

The  Spanish  Grovemment  resolved  in  1901  to  increase  the 
postal  communications  of  Minorca  with  one  more  weekly  despatch 
of  mails  between  Mahon  and  Barcelona  direct,  to  begin  on 
January  1  last 

The  following  tables  show  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
principal  articles  imported  and  exported,  as  well  as  the  shipping, 
at  Mahon  during  the  year  dealt  with  in  this  report : — 
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Erturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mahon  during  the 

Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Cod  and  other  fiih 

Floor  .. 

Haize  .. 

Rice     .. 

Bran    .. 

I>i7  yegetables 

Barley.. 

Sugar  .. 

Cocoa  .. 

Coflfee  . . 

Oil       .. 

Spirits  and  liqueun 

Wine  and  beer 

Coal    .. 

Clay  and  cement 

Petroleum 

Iron  and  steel. . 

Cotton . . 

Skins  and  hides 

Wood  .. 

Leather  and  patent 
leather 

Glassware 

Earthenware  and  delft- 
ware  .  • 

Ironware 

Cotton  and  woollen 
goods 

Paper  .. 

Pasteboard      .. 

Machinery 

Sundries 

Total   .. 


Kilos. 


Litres 
Kilos. 


C.  metres 
Kilos. 


48,400 

1.616,000 

210,000 

198,000 

648,000 

188,000 

262,000 

292.000 

5,000 

47,000 

283,000 

81,000 

281,500 

5,472,000 

1,880,000 

129,000 

480,000 

373,000 

84,000 

570 

428,000 
82^000 

88,700 
168,000 

142,000 
52,000 

122,000 
50,440 

844,500 


Tons. 

42 

1,592 

207 

195 

638 

185 

258 

288 

5 

46 

280 

80 

277 

5,391 

1,810 

127 

473 

867 

88 

276 

422 
82 

87 
161 

140 
51 

120 
49 

882 


Value. 


Currency. 


Pesetas. 
20,205 

646,400 
87,800 
78,160 
84,240 
79,800 
47,160 

262,800 
8,500 

164,500 

209,700 
78,000 
66,040 

273,600 
87,400 
88,700 

119,800 

522,200 
71,400 

105,750 

2,116,000 
14,100 

68,765 
155,530 

958,000 
31,780 
86,600 
94,700 

512,080 


6,929,800 


Sterling. 


£ 
6S4 

20,200 
1,181 
2,286 
2,682 
2,498 
1,478 
8,212 
265 
5,140 
6,558 
2,437 
2,063 
8,550 
1,168 
1,209 
8,748 

16,318 
2,281 
3,804 

66,125 
440 

2,149 
4^860 

29^781 

998 

1,148 

2,750 

16,002 


216,844 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mahon  during  the 

Year  1901. 


Yalue. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

Tons. 

Pesetas. 

£ 

Wheat 

884,000 

822 

286,800 

7,884 

Diyregetables.. 

148,000 

141 

42,900 

1,840 

Cheese 

162,000 

150 

228,000 

7,126 

Wool,  unwaahed 

'       66,000 

64 

68,750 

2.148 

Shoes  and  boots 

1      284,000 

279 

5,680,000 

177,500 

Cotton-stafis     .. 

804,000 

299 

1,570,000 

49,062 

Machinery 

422,000 

416 

688,000 

19,781 

Iron  and  steel  .  • 

180,000 

128 

182,820 

4,160 

Skins  and  hides 

19,688 

19 

89,840 

1,246 

Poultiy  and  game 

26,000 

26 

78,000 

2,487 

Total     .. 

•• 

•• 

8,709,610 

272,172 

Eeturn  of  Export  of  Animals  from  Mahon  during  the  Year  1901. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Cattle- 
Horses          

Mules 

Asses 

Oxen 

Sheep 

Goats 

Herd  of  swine 

Head. 

87 

90 

60 

1,420 

8,884 

868 

1,160 

Pesetas. 

12,950 
86,000 
4,800 
426,000 
84,600 
12,945 
11,600 

£ 

404 
1.125 

160 

18,812 

2,648 

404 

862 

Total 

•  • 

688,895 

18,400 
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Beturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mahon  during  the 
Year  1901. 

Entskjed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

ToUl. 

Cotmtrr. 

Namber 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

VeewU. 

Vessels. 

Yessels. 

(Tnited  Kingdom 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

1,749 

8 

1,749 

Spain 
Norway  .. 

78 

8,124 

118 

60,141 

186 

68,266 

•  • 

, . 

8 

1,864 

8 

1,864 

Greece    .. 

, , 

•  • 

1 

236 

1 

286 

lui^ 

2 

288 

, , 

, , 

2 

288 

Holland  .. 

^, 

2 

261 

2 

261 

Denmark. . 

1 

967 

^ , 

1 

967 

Sweden    .. 

1 

227 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

227 

Total 

77 

4,641 

122 

68,740 

199 

68,281 

Cleared. 


SaUing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Conntiy. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Yessels. 

VeaselB. 

YeeseU. 

United  Kingdom 

•• 

-  • 

8 

1,749 

3 

1,749 

Spain      .. 

69 

2,872 

112 

69,178 

181 

62,060 

Norway  . 

, , 

•  • 

8 

1,864 

1,854 

Oreeee     . 

•  • 

1 

286 

286 

Italy       . 

i 

288 

•  • 

, . 

288 

Hoi  and  . 

., 

, , 

2 

261 

261 

Denmark 

i 

957 

, , 

967 

Sweden    .. 

1 

227 

•• 

•• 

227 

Total 

" 

78 

4,289 

121 

62,777 

194 

67,066 

Note. — For  the  reduction  of  pesetas  into  12.  sterling,  I  lia7e  reckoned  in  the 
returns  of  import  and  export  32  pesetss  for  12.,  which  was  the  ayerags  rate  of 
exchange  during  the  year. 
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Return  of  Shipping  Entered  at  the  Port  of  Palamos  from 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Year  1901. 


With  Cargo. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Yessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Crews. 

Spanish 

British 

Spanish 

ItaUan 

steam 
Sidling      !! 

1 
2 
1 
5 

242 

1,842 
480 
486 

15 
39 
18 
86 

In  Ballast. 


NationaUty. 

Steam 

If           •• 

Sailing      .. 

»»           •  • 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Ti«»«.o««.        Number  of 
Tonnage.           ^rews. 

Spanish 

German 

Spanish 

Irench 

2 
1 
1 
S 

8,190        i          48 

1,540        1          28 

28                    7 

258                   17 

Return  of  Shipping  Cleared  at  the  Port  of  Palamos  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Year  1901. 


With  Cargo. 

NationnUty. 

1   Number  of 
i     Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 

Crews. 

Spanish.. 
German.. 
British  .. 

Italian  .. 

7 

Steam       ..'        101 
..1           1 
..!            6 
.. '             2 

Sailing      !!>           4 

119,058 

1,540 

4,429 

458 

556 

2,900 

28 

108 

27 

81 

In  Ballast. 


Nationality. 


Spanish. 

French  . 
Italian  . 


r    steam 
1 1  Sailing 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


47  I  45,050 

6  ,  856 

4  I  884 

6  488 


Number  of 
Crews. 


1,410 
40 
26 
88 


TabloA 


Palma. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Bosch  reports  as  follows : — 
Annexed  will  be  found  tables  regarding  shipping  and  chief 
articles  of  import  and  export. 
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Movement  in  shipping  shows  a  considerable  increase  in  the  Shipping. 
British  flag  compared  to  the  other  flairs,  as  the  German  and 
Norwegian  flags  figure  in  the  table  for  6  vessels  of  4,242  tons, 
whereas  the  British  flag  is  represented  by  10  vessels  of  10,245  tons. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  import  of  coals,  owing  to  the  fact  Co^l- 
of  the  decrease  of  price  and  freight. 

The  refinery  of  this  town  has  imported  a  little  more  crude  ^™^® 
petroleum  than  in  1900,  but  it  is  not  a  considerable  increase.  ^*  '^  **""*' 

Ektobn  of  Chief  Articles  of  Import  to  Palma  de  Mallorca 
during  the  Year  1901. 


ArticlOB. 

Quaniity. 

Valae. 

Coffee 

Sugar       

Splriti  and  liqnean 

Petroleum          

Ironware 

Skins  and  hides 

Wood 

Machinery         

Tons. 

41 

12 

5 

18,878 

867 

904 

154 

6,464 

16 

8,200 

71 

147 

20,981 

869 

14,264 

9,900 

8,227 

714 

Total 

26,826 

68,863 

Bkturn  of  Chief  Articles  of  Export  from  Palma  de  Mallorca 
during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Apricot  pulp 

Almonds . .         • 

Shoes  and  boots . 

OU 

Locust  beans      • 

Wine       .. 


Total 


Yalne. 


Tons. 

£ 

1,724 

69,160 

680 

81,200 

1             «* 

22,102 

'                4 

818 

>            112 

264 

19 

1 

820 

2,674 

118,864 

Ketorn  of  Export  of  Animals  from  Palma  to  Barcelona  during 

the  Year  1901. 

Qnantitj. 

Yalnc 

Pig-       

Head. 
16,202 

£ 

88,688 
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PALMA. 


Eetdkn  of  all  Shipping  Entered  with  Cargo  at  the  Port  of 
Palma  during  the  Year  1901. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

TonflL 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tona. 

Yeaaels. 

Vewela. 

Yeaaela. 

Spaniah  .. 

80 

5,099 

10 

2,848 

40 

7,842 

Britiah    .. 

•  • 

, , 

10 

10,245 

10 

10,245 

Qennan  •• 

, , 

,, 

6 

4,242 

6 

4,242 

Norwegian 

,, 

. , 

6 

8,811 

6 

8,811 

Kuaian  •• 

2 

732 

2 

1,477 

4 

2,209 

Danish    .. 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

790 

2                 790 

lUlian    .. 

2 

670 

•  • 

•  • 

8                 670 

Uragnayan 

2 

520 

, . 

•  • 

2      ,          520 

French    .. 

1 

818 

•  • 

1                 318 

Swediab  .. 

1 

820 

i 

505 

2                825 

Greek     .• 

1 

645 

•• 

•  • 

1       1          645 

Trade  and 
commeree. 


San  Fkliu  de  Guixols. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Sibils  reports  as  follows : — 

The  principal  trade  of  San  Feliu  de  Guixols  is  that  of 
importation  of  cork- wood,  and  exportation  of  corks  ready  made  to 
all  markets  throughout  the  world. 

The  residue  of  the  cork- wood,  after  the  corks  are  made,  such 
as  cork  cuttings,  cork  shavings  and  ground  cork,  forming  valuable 
cargoes,  are  ako  exported  to  other  provinces  in  the  country  and 
abroad. 

Some  cargoes  of  sawn  wood  from  the  Baltic  and  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  well  as  some  of  coals  from  the 
United  Kingdom  were,  during  the  past  year,  imported  into  San 
Feliu,  while  several  of  oak  bark  were  sent  to  Italy. 

The  coast  trade  consists  of  the  importation  of  flour,  wine,  rice, 
and  all  other  goods  and  fruits  from  Barcelona,  Tarragona,  Valencia 
and  other  Spanish  ports,  and  the  exportation  of  sawn  wood  for 
fruit  boxes  and  barrels,  and  ground  cork  to  pack  them  up. 

Commerce  in  general  was  rather  dull  last  year,  owing  to 
the  frequent  strikes,  which  have  paralysed  business,  raised  wages 
and  prices  of  commodities,  and  alarmed  capitalists. 

The  statement  of  imports  and  exports  of  San  Feliu  during  the 
past  year  1901,  is  as  follows : — 
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Whence  Imported. 

'       Class  of  Goods. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

United  Kingdom 

Italy      .. 

Germany 
Russia    .. 

..'i  Coals 

f  ;  Cork-wood     .. 
i    Hemp 
..    Indian  nuts  .. 
• .    Sawn  wood   . . 

Total   .. 

Tona 
768 
818 
2 
108 
968 

£ 

1,140 

4,024 

80 

668 

2,888 

2,149 

8,740 

Exports  to  Foreign  Countries. 


Where  Exported. 

Class  of  Goods.                  Quantity. 

Value. 

Europe,  North  and  South 
America,  Asia,  Ac.   . . 

Italy      ..         ..          1 

UniU^    Kingdom    and 

Germany 
France   

Corks  ready  made  (852,528,000) 

Oak  bark 

AuchoTies 

Cork  shavings 

Cork-wood 

Total 

Tons. 

5,198 

629 

69 

2,402 
22 

£ 

428,261 
2,512 
1,900 

6,004 
280 

8,820 

488,957 

The  official  statistics  do  not  show  what  quantity  and  amount 
of  cork  is  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  British  possessions, 
but  it  is  supposed  that  one-third  of  the  corks  and  two-thirds  of 
the  pressed  shavings  are  exported  to  the  various  parts  of  the 
British  Empire. 

Although  the  want  of  a  breakwater  is  much  felt,  yet   the  Shipping, 
harbour  is  visited  by  a  good  number  of  vessels  of  all  sizes,  both 
steamers  and  sailers,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  following  statement : — 
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Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  San  Feliu  during  the 
Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Steam. 

SaiUng. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Veaaela. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
YeaselB. 

Tonnage. 

Prom  abroad— 
Bpaniih 
Britiah 
German 
Italian 
Rnaiian 
Norwegian    .. 

8 
2 
4 
4 

"l 

8.497 

1,682 

6,823 

916 

968 

1 

•  • 

86 

852 

Total     .. 
From  Bpaniah  porti— 
Spanish 
Foreign 

19 

204 
28 

18,886 

181,890 
10,164 

2 

167 
10 

888 

7,464 
1,807 

Grand  total 

246 

159,R90 

179 

9.159 

Cleared. 

Steam. 

Sail 

Number  of 
VesaeU. 

ing. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
VeaaelB. 

Tonnage. 

Tonnage. 

To  foreign  porta — 
Spani  h 
Britiah 
German 
Italian 
Dutch 

Norwegian    ..     *    .. 
Greek 

190 

1 

8 

19 

3 

1 
1 

188,906 
1,802 
9,106 
6,194 
1,662 
1,013 
1,132 

"9 

51 
1,229 

Total     .. 
To  .Spanish  porta— 
Spanish 
Foreign 

228 

17 
8 

204,815 

8,401 
1,469 

.  214.186 

10 

168 

1 

173 

1,280 

7,288 
352 

Grand  total 

248 

8,865 

We  were  formerly  often  visited  by  British  sailing  vessels 
loaded  witli  coals  for  this  district,  but  the  want  of  such  vessels  in 
the  British  ship  market  has  put  an  end  to  this  trade,  and  renders 
ditticult.  to  a  great  extent,  the  supply  of  coals  in  the  province. 

There  are  in  this  place  70  or  80  tishing-boats,  which  S4iil  to 
fish  almost  every  day,  and  in  certain  periods  of  the  year  they 
catch  good  quantities  of  sardines  and  anchovies,  which  are  well 
prepared  in  salt  and  exported  in  barrels  to  the  ports  of  Italy 
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The  municipal  authorities  of  San  Feliu  are  trying  to  obtain 
from  the  Goveiniflent  a  grant  for  the  construction  of  a  breakwater, 
the  plans  for  which  have  been  already  made  and  approved. 


Tarragona. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Robinson  repoits  as  follows : — 

The  year  1901  has  been  anything  but  satisfactoiy  in  this 
province,  for  the  wine  trade,  the  staple  industry,  is  falling  into  a 
worse  condition  year  by  year.  It  becomes  increasingly  difficult  to 
replant  the  old  vineyards,  and  also  to  find  suitable  markets  for  the 
wine  produced. 

The  wine  crop  was  of  good  quality,  but  prices  ruled  very  low.  Cropt. 
The  ravages  of  phylloxera  have  brought  devastation  into  many  ^"**- 
districts,  and  re-planting  is  going  on  but  slowly,  for  it  is  not 
worth  while  sinking  capital  to  produce  wines  which  are  gradually 
losing  their  markets  or  fetching  unremunerative  prices.  Within 
four  years  the  demand  from  France  has  diminished  by  four- 
fifths,  whilst  prices  of  "Tarragonas"  on  the  British  market 
decline  steadily.  It  is  undoubted  that  a  much  better  class  of  wine 
could  be  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  than  is  the  case  to-day, 
if  prices  were  not  driven  so  low  by  a  ruinous  competition.  The 
lower  and  coast  districts  down  to  Benicarlo  are  searched  for 
weaker,  and  not  too  palatable,  wines,  with  which  the  British 
market  is  now  supplied  at  cheap  rates,  thus  accentuating  the 
discredit  of  local  produce. 

An  abundant  nut  crop  was   gathered,  and  good  prices  were  ^^^ 
obtained,  thus  compensating  farmers,  in  part,  for  the  unproductive- 
ness of  their  vineyards. 

Imports  show   a  decline  in  value  as  compared  with  the  year  Imporu. 
1900,  valuations  being  lower  in  some  articles,  and  quantities  being 
less  in  chemicals,  codHsh,  petroleum,  sulphur  and  wheat ;  on  thf^ 
other  hand  increases  are  noted  in  coal,  guano,  staves  and  timber. 

Attention  has  recently  been  drawn  to  the  i'act  that  whei^eas  in  Codfiah. 
Southern  Spain  there  is  a  steady  preponderance  in  favour  of  New- 
foundland codfish,  the  consumption  of 'Norwegian  fish  being  very 
limited,  just  the  reverse  obtains  in  Catalonia.  The  Norwegian  fish 
is  said  to  be  harder,  or  more  substantial,  and  to  keep  longer  in 
good  condition,  requiring,  indeed,  to  be  very  well  soaked  before 
being  cooked  for  consumption,  whilst  further  south,  a  good  deal  of 
cured  fish  is  actually  eaten  uncooked.  Of  the  1,188  tons  imported 
to  Tarragona  last  year,  1,107  tons  came  from  Norway,  or  in 
Norwegian  vessels  from  Iceland. 

The  quantity  of  coal  imported  shows  a  considerable  increase.  ^<^*'' 
Some  10,000  tons  of  patent  fuel  were  landed  here  for  the  Northern 
Railway  Company,  and  a  similar  quantity  is  contracted  for  this 
year. 

Exports  decline  in  value  year  by  year,  as  the  trade  with  France  ^^fpof**- 

Wineg 
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gets  worse  and  worse.    The  fi«rures  below  give  the  values  of  wines 
exported  since  the  year  1898  : — 

Table  showing  Value  of  Wine  Exports  during  the  Years 
1898-1901. 


Value. 
Year. 


To 
To  Pmnce.    ^^^  ^tngdom.     ^oW. 


1898 626.041  I  139,118  '  967,677 

1899   369,504  |  80.276  I  670,710 

1900 212,488  i  118.886  I  477,777 

1901   120,350  96,728  367,227 


Oil  Olive  oil  is  now  an  article  the  importance  of  which  figures 

largely  in  export  returns,  being  shipped  in  great  quantities  to  Italy 
chiefly. 

Other  articles  call  for  no  special  comment,  hut  it  should  be 
mentioned  that  in  the  exports  to  Italy  are  included,  as  in  previous 
years,  the  values  of  important  parcels  of  wine  for  Switzerland  and 
Southern  Germany,  and  of  almonds  for  the  United  States  of 
America,  transhipped  at  Genoa. 

Shipping.  The  shipping  return  is  much  the  same  as  in  former  years. 

freighte.  Freights  have  ruled  low,  competition  being  keen  between  the 

various  lines  plying  to  Italy,  France  and  some  ports  of  Northern 
Europe.  It  is  practically  unknown  for  a  steamer  to  obtain  a  full 
cargo  in  Tarragona,  so  that  shippers  are  exceptionally  favoured  in 
having  regular  services  at  low  rates. 

Fort  works.  A  large  Titan  crane,  constructed  by  the  Port  Works  Board,  is 

now  being  placed  in  position  on  the  eastern  mole  for  the  purpose 
of  placing  blocks  outside  the  breakwater.     The  dredging  of  the 
port  has  been  temporarily  suspended. 
Four  tabular  statements  arc  annexed. 
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Table  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tarragona 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


1901. 

1900. 

ArUcles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.        Value. 

£ 

£ 

Chemicals  .. 

Tons 

879 

2,940 

677 

4,899 

Coal „        .. 

89,671 

43,627 

26,495 

83,124 

Codfish       ..         ..        „ 

1,188 

27,869 

1,710 

52.465 

Guano     and    phos-  ' 

phates 

2,178 

14,144 

889 

4,629 

Iron  and  steel        ..        „ 

182 

1,488 

176 

2,222 

Machinery  . .         . . '      „ 

28 

660 

696 

28,880 

Petroleum  ..                  „ 

1,465 

80,000 

2,105 

25,478 

Potato  flour           . .  i      „ 

600 

8,111 

414 

4,800 

Staves 

8,665 

33,000 

7,000 

82,981 

Sulphur       ..         ..        „ 

1,921 

11,626 

4,621 

22,605 

Timber       . .         . .  i  Standards 

970 

7,500 

568 

4,424 

Wheat         ..         ..1  Tons      .. 

28,500 

163,128 

26,617 

212,886 

Various       .. 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

4,789 

•  • 

10,037 

Total   .• 

•  • 

888,227 

•  • 

488,869 

Table  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tarragona 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900, 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Almonds     . . 

Pigs 

Mineral 

Nuts 

on 

Tartar  and  materials 
Wine 
.  Varion 

Bags 
Tons 

Bags 
Casks 
Tons 
Casks 

42,469 
818 
498 

98,420 

12,669 
297 

65,860 
•  • 

£ 

69,672 

4,108 

2,490 

94,679 

200,992 

4,037 

867,227 

6,600 

18,195 

91 

848 

72,567 

11,408 

418 

80,180 

•  • 

£ 

46,726 

1,185 

4,240 

122,f)99 

216,881 

9,048 

477.777 

5,171 

Total   .. 

•  • 

•  • 

749,705 

•• 

881,627 
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Table  C— Return  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Imported 
to  and  Exported  from  Tarragona  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

Adi  triarHnngaxy 
Belgium 
British  Bmpire 
Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Holland 

Italy 

Norway 

fioaaia 

Sweden 

United  SUtea  of  North 

America 
Sonth  America. . 

£ 

1,864 
58,609 

14,541 

5,186 

4,011 

22,511 

25,511 

169,212 

52,882 

•  • 

£ 

29,240 
54,786 

14,802 

2,542 

2,910 

84,880 

45,026 

207,476 

1,140 

46,118 

£ 

687 

17,886 

194,896 

8,811 

177,961 

24,450 

18,929 

256,880 

11,988 

6,195 

6,517 

24,658 
1,008 

£ 

17,597 

208,547 

7,168 

280,672 

32,087 

26,826 

271,866 

15,990 

10,766 

5,600 

6,466 

Total     ., 

888,287 

488,869 

749,705 

881,627 

Table  D. — Ebturn  showing  all  Shipping,  excluding  Vessels  under 
50  tons,  Entered  at  the  Port  of  Tarragona  during  the  Year 
1901. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Yessela. 

Vessels. 

Spanish   .. 

42 

8,906 

586 

894,000 

578 

897.906 

British    .. 

., 

•  « 

67 

42,814 

67 

42,814 

Norwegian 

•  • 

,, 

88 

28,186 

88 

23,186 

Dutch     .. 

• « 

.  • 

80 

19,055 

80 

19,065 

Italian    .. 

18 

2,186 

29 

12,604 

42 

14,790 

Dabish    •• 

, , 

, , 

17 

11,674 

17 

11,674 

Russian  .. 

4 

2,232 

10 

7,861 

14 

9,598 

Swedish  .. 

,. 

•  • 

12 

9,818 

12 

9,318 

French    .. 

88 

2,888 

4 

4,678 

42 

7,411 

Qreek      .. 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

5,916 

5 

5,916 

German  •• 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

2,064 

4 

2,064 

Total 

97 

11,157 

762 

582,520 

849 

648,677 

»     1900  .. 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

762 

687,268 
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Valencu. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Ivens  reports  as  follows : — 

The  high  rates  of  exchange  during  last  year  have  once  more  C^enerai 
greatly  reduced  the  importation  of  foreign  manufactured  goods,  '®°^"- 
and  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  are  now  chiefly  con- 
fined to  raw  materials,  such  as  coal,  siUphate  of  ammonia,  super- 
phosphates and  other  fertilisers. 

The  exchange  rate  for  sight  bills  on  London  fluctuated  between  Exchange. 
33  pesetas  30  c.  and  36  pesetas  per  IL,  the  average  rate  being 
about  34  pesetas  50  c 

The  extension  of  the  new  harbour  works  of  Valencia,  especially  Harbour 
the  prolongation  of  the  eastern  mole  to  protect  the  outer  port  ^^^^** 
from  the  north-east  and  easterly  gales  (always  dangerous  on  this 
coast),  has  been  progressing  steadily ;  and  the  dredging  of  the 
entrance  to  the  ports,  where  a  sandbar  had  formed,  owing  to  the 
imperfect  and  intermittent  dredging  operations  of  the  three  pre- 
ceding years,  has  now  been  effectually  accomplished,  so  that 
steamers  drawing  24  feet  of  water  (and  even  more)  can  now 
enter  and  leave  this  port  without  risk  of  touching  ground. 

Annexed  will  be  found  the  customary  t-ables  regarding  shipping,  Trade, 
and  the  chief  articles  of  import  and  export. 

The  importation  of  coal  and  patent  fuel  by  British  ships  shows  Coal  and 
an  increase  of  34,600  tons  over  that  of  1900.  P***^'  ^'»«^- 

The  competition  of  the  French-cured  Newfoundland  codfish  is  Oodfiah. 
becoming  formidable  to  the  interests  of  the  British  merchants, 
as  since  1887  it  has  been  gradually  advancing  imder  the  advan- 
tage derived  from  the  bounty  conceded  by  the  French  Government, 
so  that  whereas  formerly  nearly  all  the  codfish  imported  into 
Spain  between  Malaga  and  Valencia  was  Labrador  and  New- 
foundland British-cured  fish,  it  is  now  quite  the  reverse.  I  must, 
however,  remark  that  it  is  not  the  bounty  alone  that  has  pro- 
duced this  great  change  in  the  trade,  but  various  other  causes  as 
well,  notably  the  following: — ^The  great  improvement  in  the 
method  of  curing  the  fish  at  Bordeaux  and  Port  de  Bouc  (near 
Marseilles),  which  comes  out  a  white  colour  and  of  attractive 
appearance.  (N.B. — The  French  merchants  only  send  their 
superior  quality  here  packed  in  bales  of  1  cwt.,  which  are  easy  to 
handle.)  The  facilities  granted  to  the  smaller  buyers,  from  whom 
orders  are  executed  for  1  ton  upwards,  and  last  but  not  least,  the 
credit  allowed  of  three  months  reckoned  from  the  date  of  ship- 
ment at  a  French  port 

The  total  number  of  British  ships  entered  and  cleared  at  Shipping. 
Valencia  in  1901  shows  a  material  increase  on  the  previous  year, 
viz.,  55  ships  and  51,331  tons.  Of  foreign  shipping  the  largest 
increase  is  in  the  German,  viz.,  13  ships  and  10,335  tons,  while 
the  most  important  decrease  is  in  the  French,  viz.,  19  ships  and 
21,080  tons.  This  decrease  is  chiefly  due  to  the  almost  total 
cessaiion  of  the  formerly  large  exports  of  the  common  red  Valencian 
wine  to  France  for  blending  purposes. 
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VALKNOU. 


Comparative  Table  of  Imports  of  Coal  and  Patent  Fuel  from 
the  United  Kingdom  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


In-' 

1901. 

1900. 

Coal. 

Patent 
Fuel. 

Total. 

CoaL 

Patent 
Fuel. 

Total. 

Steam. 

Gas. 

Steam. 

Gaa. 

British  vesMlB  ... 
FoPMgn     „       ... 

ill 

Tom. 

20,728 

1,168 

Tons. 
26,389 
16,890 

Ill 

Tons. 
2,168 
34,780 

Toni. 
6,217 
2,726 

Tons. 

18,860 

607 

Tom.    • 
27,230 
37,963 

Total    

42,681 

21,896 

42,729 

107,806  1   86,888 

6,948     1    19,367     '  66,193 

Comparative  Table  of  Imports  of  Sulphate  of  Ammonia  and 
Superphosphate  of  Lime  from  the  United  Kingdom  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


In- 


1901. 


1900. 


Sulphate. 


Super- 
phosphate. 


Sulphate. 


Saper- 
phosphate. 


Britiah  vessels  . 
Foreign     „ 

Total     . 


Tons. 
.  i  5,146 
.  I       16,583 


Tons. 
6,642 


21,729 


6,642 


Tans. 

5,629 

17,886 


23,514 


Tons. 

8,116 


8,116 


Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Valencia  to  the 
United  Kingdom  in  British  Vessels  during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Oranges 
Onions 
Tomatoes 
Melons 


Total 


Cases . . 

»>    •• 
Packages 
Cases . . 


..  I 


Quantity. 


545,780 

480,250 

24,455 

116,615 


Yalne. 


288,770 

120,060 

6,120 

24,550 


889,600 


Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Valencia  from  the 
United  Kingdom  in  British  Vessels  during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Steam  coals 
Gas  coals. . 
Patent  fuel 
Artificial  manure 
Sulphate  of  ammonia 
Jnte  yarn 
Codfish    .. 


Total 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Tons. 

£ 

14,763 

16,980 

20,728 

18,655 

26,889 

28,975 

1.184 

9,770 

5,146 

57,890 

124 

8,100 

780 

16,600 

160,970 
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Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  CuUera  from  the 
United  Kingdom  in  British  Vessels  during  the  Year  1901. 


ArUcle& 

QuanUty. 

\alue. 

Sulphate  of  ammonia   .  • 
Superphosphate 

Tons. 

I,9tf0 

200 

£ 

22,050 
620 

Total 

•  • 

22,670 

Exports — Nil. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Coimnerce  of  Stockholm  and  of  the  Eastern 
CoaM  of  Sweden  for  the  Year  1901 

By  Mr.  Consul  A.  Stewart  MacGregor. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  1, 1902.) 

The  total  number  of  ships  that  entered  the  port  of  Stockhohii  Shipping, 
from  abroad  during  the  year  1901  was  2,049,  with  an  aggregate 
tonnage  of  927,371  tons.     Of  these,  415  vessels,  with  a  tonnage 
of  388,196  tons,  arrived  fiom  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  total  number  of  British  vessels  that  visited  the  port  of 
Stockholm  was  118,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  106,985  w>ns. 
Compared  with  1900  there  was  a  decrease  of  18  in  the  number  ot 
ships,  and  in  the  tonnage  of  17,758  tons. 

In  1900,  2,255  ships,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  964,367 
tons,  entered  the  port,  so  it  will  be  seen  that  the  diminution  in 
ships  and  tonnage  is  not  confined  to  British  vessels. 

Wood  freights  were  exceedingly  low  throughout  the  season.  Preighta. 
Prior  to   the   opening   of   navigation,  vessels   from  Nederbotten 
(ports  from  Ornskoldsvik  to  Gefle  inclusive)  to  London  could  be 
chartered  to  run  the  whole  season  at  1/.  128.  60?.  up  to  1/.  15^.  per 
standard.    - 

At  the  beginning  of  the  season  the  freights  obtained  from  these 
ports  to  London  were  only  \l,  Is,  6d.  Very  soon,  however,  they 
went  down  to  1/.  2s.  6d  In  some  instances  vessels  were  chartered 
at  such  low  figures  as  at  11.  or  IZ.  Is. 

Freights  to  the  northern  ports  of  France  were  just  as  bad. 
For  consecutive  voyages  to  Dieppe,  Boulogne,  &c.,  40  fr.,  but  the 
average  rate  was  rather  belo^?  than  above  30  fr.,  altogether  a 
miserably  poor  year,  especially  when  compared  with  the  extremely 
good  results  of  1900. 

With  vessels  obtainable  for  about  one-half  the  freight  rates  for  Coal  freighte. 
coal  which  they  demanded  last  year,  and  bunker  coals  extremely 
high,  there  must  in  many  cases  have  been  very  heavy  losses. 

It  is  hoped  here,  however,  that  the  bad  freights  will  do  some- 
thing towards  warning  shipowners  against  unhealthy  speculation. 
There  has  been  too  much  inclination  to  pay  fancy  prices  for  vessels, 
both  second-hand  and  new,  and  too  little  preparation  made  towards 
meeting  unfavourable  times. 

(42)  A  2 
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Shipbuilding. 


Orders  abroad, 


Exports. 
Wood. 


Bad  prices. 


Limited 
prodaetion. 


Improved 
prices. 

Tolal  exports 
diminished. 


To  British 

colonies 

increased. 


Ill  spite  of  the  bad  times  there  has  been  considerable  life  in 
the  shipbuilding  yards,  but  prices  fell  greatly — down  to  about 
20  per  cent. — towards  the  end  of  the  year.  One  feature  worth 
noticing  is  that  Swedish  'shipowners  during  the  past  year  have 
shown  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  new  vessels,  the  purchase  of 
second-hand  ships  having  been  a  great  characteristic  of  other 
years. 

Buyers  of  large  vessels  have  been  obliged  to  make  their 
pnrcliases  abroad.  It  is  reported  that  two  steamers  of  7,500 
tons  each,  at  present  the  largest  in  Sweden,  and  of  the  very 
best  construction,  have  been  ordered  in  Kiel  by  a  Stockholm 
shipping  company.  A  company  in  the  south  of  Sweden  is  said  to 
Iiave  ordered  one  steamer  of  4,500  tons  dead  weight  in  Sunderland, 
and  several  others  of  3,000  tons.  Another  Stockholm  firm  has 
given  an  order  for  a  vessel  of  4,000  tons  in  Blyth,  and  a  Gothen- 
burg company  one  of  5,000  tons  in  West  Hartlepool. 

The  year  1901  is  likely  to  be  long  remembered  by  those  who 
liad  anything  to  do  with  the  timber  trade.  During  the  first  half 
of  the  year  prices  went  down  steadily,  and  at  the  beginning  of 
the  shipping  season  they  were  1/.  os.  to  ]/.  10s.  below  tliose  which 
were  ruling  at  the  end  of  1900. 

The  fall  in  prices  so  far  may  be  said  to  have  been  somewhat 
natural  considering  the  general  state  of  depression  in  the  markets 
of  the  world,  but  there  seems  to  have  been  no  reason  why  during 
the  summer  months  the  market  should  have  been  seized  with  a 
panic,  which  caused  a  further  decline  in  prices  to  the  extent  of  1/. 
to  1/.  105.  These  latter  quotations  were  simply  ruinous  to 
exporters.  Under  such  circumstances  tlie  only  remedy  was  to 
limit  production  considerably.  With  this  object  in  view  a 
meeting  was  held  at  Sundsvall  on  September  21,  1901,  by  some  of 
the  chief  owners  of  forests,  and  a  reduction  of  at  least  30  peF 
cent,  of  the  number  of  trees  to  be  cut  down  unanimously  agreed 
upon. 

Exporters  of  wood  in  Finland  also  decided  to  limit  their  pro- 
duction 35  per  cent,  at  least.  These  steps  had  a  good  effect,  and 
almost  immediately  the  market  became  more  steady.  During  the 
latter  part  of  the  autumn  prices  rose  1/.  up  to  1/.  10s.  per  standard 
above  the  lowest  quotations  obtained  during  the  summer. 

The  total  amount  of  wood  exported  from  Sweden  during  1901 
was  903,787  St.  Petersburg  standards,  of  which  about  four-ninths 
or  399,376  standards  went  to  the  United  Kingdom.* 

The  Swedish  exports  of  wood  during  1901  were  about  10  per 
cent,  less  than  those  of  the  previous  year. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  the  amount  sent  to  Australia 
was  more  than  double  that  for  the  year  1900,  and  the  quantity 
which  went  to  the  Cape  showed  also  an  increase  of  nearly  one- 
fourth. 

In  1901  the  following  quantities  of  wood  were  shipped  to — 


*  These  statistics  are  taken  from  a  report  dated  February  15,  1902,  of  the 
Swedisli  Saw  Mill  and  Wood  £xport  Association. 
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Countries  to  which  Sent 


United  Kingdom 
Prance 

Germany     . . 
Denmark 
Beli(ium 
9t>ain 

Holland       .. 
Aoatralla     . . 
Portugal 
Cape . . 


Quantity. 


Slandards. 

899,876 

168,299 

95,619 

69,296 

38.760 

16,768 

ftl,876 

10,267 

8,177 

81,680 


Tlie  market  for  chemical  wood-pulp,  especially  sulphite,  proved  Wood-pulp. 
iiii8atisfactor}\  Owing  to  increased  production  and  the  depressed 
state  of  the  paper  market  prices  went  down.  The  lowest  quota- 
tions were  noted  in  October,  after  which  they  somewhat  improved. 
To  remedy  matters  delegates  from  cellulose  factories  in  Scandi- 
navia, Germany,  &c.,  had  meetings  in  Gothenbui'g  and  Berlin  to 
discuss  the  question  of  limiting  production,  and  coming  to  an 
understanding,  if  possible,  as  to  how  the  proportion  between 
supply  and  demand  could  best  be  regulated. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  prices  for  sulpliite  and  sul[.hat(* 
of  well-known  brands  were  quoted  at  8/.  6#.  8d,  up  to  8/.  17>f.  9r/. 
per  ton.  '  At  the  end  of  the  year  they  had  difficulty  in  reaching 
6/.  135.  4d,  to  7L  is,  orf.  per  ton  f.o.b.  in  a  Swedish  port. 

Throughout  the  winter  and  spring  months  sales  of  mechanical  Mechanical 
pulp  were  excellent,  but  after  that,  owing  partly  to  the  unsatis-  P^^P' 
factory  st^te  of  the  paper  market,  and  also  to  British  importers 
taking  up  a  rather   reserved  attitude,  prices  began  to  decrease. 
During  the  summer  months,  however,  there  was  again  a  change 
for  the  better.     This   was  due   to   the   severe  drought  and   the 
limited  production  caused  thereby,  which  circumstances  had  the 
eflTect   of   bringing   brisk   demands  from   France  and   Germany. 
When  British  buyers  became  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  supply  Improred 
of  wood-pulp  really  was  scanty,  and  began  to  send  in  orders  at  P'^^P^'**- 
the  •  figures  quoted   by   the  Swedish   exporters,   the   prices   rose 
quickly,  and  the  year  ended  with  a  steady  market. 

It  is  stated  that  manufacturers  have  already  contracted  for 
a  considerable  quantity  of  their  produce  being  exported  at 
remunerative  rates  during  1902. 

The  great  drought  during  1901  had  undoubtedly  an  injurious 
effect  upon  the  working  capacity  of  the  factories — in  some 
instances  they  were  obliged  to  stop  work  altogether — but  on  the 
other  hand  this  did  much  to  improve  the  market,  and  the  higher 
prices  will  probably  compensate  for  diminished  production. 

The  prices  for  chemical  dry  wood-pulp  were  at  the  beginning  Pricog.* 
of  the  year  5L  lis.  up  to  62.  13^.  4d  per  ton,  and  for  wet  wood- 
pulp  from  2/.  10«.  up  to  3Z.  68.  8d. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  they  fetched  about  4/.  3«.  4d.  up  to 
(42)  A  3 
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Iron. 


AL  14s.  5d.  for  mechanical  dry,  and  2/.  12«.  2d.  up  to  2/.  4$.  5d,  per 
ton  for  wet  wood-pulp  f.o.b.  in  a  Swedish  port. 

The  export  of  iron  from  Sweden  during  the  year  1901 
was  affected  by  the  limited  demands  for  this  description  of  goods 
in  the  European  markets.  This  was  the  case  in  spite  of  the 
activity  of  the  American  market  and  the  high  prices  ruling  in 
that  country.  Another  cause  of  the  reduced  export  was  the 
scarcity  of  water  felt  all  over  the  country,  which  to  a  great  extent 
caused  limited  production.  This  latter  fact,  however,  was  con- 
sidered rather  in  favour  of  the  exporters,  as  the  state  of  the 
market  was  not  good  for  sales. 

In  the  export  of  bar-iron  the  decrease  is  most  marked — 
22,100  tons,  owing  to  the  limited  production  caused  by  the 
scarcity  of  water  already  mentioned ;  against  this  may  be  set  iron 
ore  exported,  1,761,007  tons  in  1901,  while  it  was  1,619,650  tons 
in  1900. 


Kinds 
pTodaced. 


Table  showing  Amount  of  various  kinds  of  Iron  produced  in 
Sweden  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Year. 


Quantity. 


Pig-iron. 


!        Tone. 

1900 1      520,600 

1901 i      618,800 


Bloom-iron. 

Bessemer 
Ingots. 

Martin 
Ingoto. 

Torn?. 
189,500 
164,700 

Tons. 

91,500 

77,300 

Tons. 
200,400 
183,100 

The  following  furnaces  were  in  operation  : — 


Number. 

Year. 

Blast 
Furnaces. 

Open 
Hearths. 

Bessemer. 

Haiiin 
Furnaces. 

1900 

1901 

Ill 
100 

269 
242 

28 
15 

45 
42 

Other  ores 
need  newer 
furnaces. 


It  is  often  stated  in  the  United  Kingdom  that  the  supplies 
of  hematite  ore,  mostly  obtained  from  Spain,  are  rapidly  diminish- 
ing. If  they  fail,  where  are  raw  materials  to  be  looked  for? 
It  simply  means  that,  in  order  to  use  the  ores  from  Sweden, 
Norway,  and  various  other  countries  nearly  all  the  ordinary 
British  furnaces  must  be  altered.  These  latter  ores  are  rich  in 
iron,  but  all  contain  phosphorus  that  has  to  be  got  rid  of.  To 
accomplish  this  the  acid  process  and  old-fashioned  furnaces  must 
be  abandoned  and  the  basic  method  and  furnaces  of  modem  type 
be   adopted   in   their  stead.      Germany   has  shown  how  it  caa 
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be  done  with  advantage,  and  imports  annually  from  Sweden  about 
1,250,000  tons  of  iron  ore  (700,000  tons  from  Lule&  and  Porta  whtnM 
560,000  tons  from  Oxelosund).  This  latter  ore  which  contains  e^tported. 
about  60  to  64  per  cent,  iron  and  1  to  Ij^  per  cent,  phosphorus, 
has  been  many  times  tried  in  the  United  Kingdom,  but  lutherto 
without  success.  Of  late,  however,  it  seems  that  "  repeat "  trial 
cargoes  of  Grangesberg  ore  have  been  sent  to  Middlesborongh 
from  Oxelosund,  which  shows  that  experiments  are  again  being 
made  with  it. 

The  Grangesberg  ore,  650,000  to  600,000  tons  annually,  mostly  Qran^etbeiK 
for  use  in  Germany,  is  shipped  at  Oxelosund.  Steamers  of  up  to  ore. 
6,500  tons  burden  are  employed  in  the  freight,  and  the  port  is 
seldom  closed  by  ice  and  is  free  from  harbour  dues  and  charges 
of  all  kinds.  At  the  railway,  which  terminates  there,  special 
through  rates  are  in  force  for  both  export  and  import  traffic.  See 
also  Mr.  Vice-Ck)nsul  Helander's  report  on  the  Nykoping  district, 
in  which  Oxelosund  is  situated,  and  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Westerberg's 
on  the  Lule&  district. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1901  demands  for  butter  were  Butter, 
somewhat  limited,  but  the  year  itself  was  not  one  of  marked  fluctua- 
tions. The  price  quoted  early  in  January  was  about  2s.  bd.  per  kilo. 
(2^  lbs.).  From  this  date  it  gradually  fell  until  the  end  of  April 
when  it  reached  only  about  la,  \l\d.  per  kilo.,  where  it  remained 
till  about  the  middle  of  July.  During  the  autumn  the  Swedish 
home  market  is  said  to  have  been  good,  as  is  usually  the 
case  at  that  time  of  year,  and  exports  were  usually  small.  Some 
dairies  are  said  to  have  obtained  better  prices  for  their  produce  in 
Stockholm  and  the  northern  part  of  Sweden  than  they  could  have 
done  if  it  had  been  sent  abroad.  At  the  close  of  the  year  business 
was  very  qmet,  large  quantities  of  butter  being  stored  in  the 
United  Elingdom.  The  highest  price  quoted  was  about  2b,  5d., 
and  the  lowest  about  Is.  lid,,  the  average  being  about  2s.  1^. 
per  kilo.  (2^  lbs.).  The  average  price  for  1901  was  something  like 
2  ore  {^d,)  more  than  that  of  1900. 

The  total  amount  of  butter  exported  from  Sweden  during  1901  f.^P?'?. . 
was  18,775  tons ;   in  1900,  19,163  tons,  or  a  decrease  of  about  <i'°^^«"«^*^«^ 
2  per  cent.    The  total  amount  of  butter  sent  to  the  United 
Kingdom  shows  a  considerable  falling-off,  whereas  the  export  vifi 
Denmark  is  reported  to  have  increased,  especially  as  regards  well- 
known  brands. 

Attention  continues  to   be  given  to  raising  the  quality  of 
Swedish  butter. 

According  to  a  report  issued  by  the  Smorprofningame  (Butter  Batter 
Testing  Association)  the  quality  of  the  butter  turned  out  by  the  TeBting 
dairies  connected  with  the  society,  all  of  which  send  in  their '^"^^^^***^'** 
butter  for  examination,  shows  some  improvement  compared  with 
that  of  1900.    This  is,  however,  not  the  case  if  the  average  quality 
of  aU  the  butter  that  was  produced  in  1901  be  compared  with 
that  of  the  previous  year.    The  inferiority  is  said  to  be  due  to 
the  very  dry  weather  which  caused  a  number  of  dairies  to  suflfer 
from  the  want  of  sufficient  supplies  of  ice  and  water. 

(42)  A  4 
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ImportA. 
Biigar 


Refinery  at 
TsUd. 


Gotton. 


Spinning 
mills. 


Bedaced 
prodnction. 


Owing  to  the  effects  of  drought  the  milk  and  cream  could  not 
be  properly  cooled,  and  the  quality  of  the  butter  was  unfavourably 
affected  in  consequence. 

The  raw  sugar  factories  were  busy  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  the  results  generally  speaking  very  fair. 

Notwithstanding  the  severe  drought  the  harvest  showed  ex- 
ceedingly good  results,  beets  being  a  crop  that  are  well  able  to 
resist  dry  weather.  The  quantity  of  the  yield  was  fairly  good 
and  the  percentage  of  sugar  contained  very  high.  It  was  thought 
at  first  that  the  scarcity  of  water  would  seriously  interfere  with 
the  working  capacity  of  the  factories,  but  these  fears  ultimately 
proved  groundless.  The  refineries  were  so  well  supplied  with 
Swedish  raw  sugar  that  scarcely  any  import  of  this  class  of  goods 
took  place  from  abroad.  The  prices  for  refined  sugar,  low  and 
uncertain  during  a  great  part  of  the  year,  improved  in  autumn 
and  towards  its  close. 

That  a  sugar  factory  in  Sweden,  when  in  capable  hands,  can 
give  good  results,  may  be  learned  from  the  history  of  the  refinery 
at  Ystad.  It  was  started  as  a  company  in  1877,  and  recently 
(the  beginning  of  March,  1902)  the  shares  were  sold  at  an  advance 
of  over  300  per  cent. 

At  the  beginning  of  every  year  there  is  generally  a  certain 
amount  of  uneasiness  as  to  whether  or  not  the  cotton  crop  will 
1)6  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand.  This  was  also  the  case  in  1901. 
In  August,  however,  it  was  found  that  the  total  yield  in  America 
was  larger  than  at  first  anticipated.  This  fact  and  the  circum- 
stance that  a  number  of  spinning  mills  in  Bussia,  Germany,  and 
the  Scandinavian  countries  had  been  obliged  to  limit  their  pro- 
duction, owing  to  the  depressed  state  of  the  market,  caused  the 
prices  to  go  down  for  this  class  of  goods.  In  autumn  they  went 
up  quickly,  the  cause  being  the  state  of  the  weather  then  prevail- 
ing in  America,  which  made  people  fear  that  the  next  crop  might 
after  all  prove  a  failure,  contrary  to  expectations.  A  fall  in  prices 
followed,  after  which,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  they  rose  once 
more,  mainly  on  account  of  the  low  estimate  of  the  crop  which 
was  published  by  the  Washington  Agricultural  Bureau  in  December, 
1901. 

The  year  1901  was  poor  for  the  cotton  industry,  especially 
for  owners  of  spinning  miUs.  During  the  first  six  months  stocks 
having  been  lai^e  from  the  l^eginning  of  the  year  and  orders  few 
the  former  continued  to  increase.  The  prices  of  yam,  therefore, 
went  down  steadily  and  reached  at  last  such  low  figures  that 
there  was  no  reasonable  proportion  between  them  and  the  cost  of 
the  raw  article.  It  was  then  decided  by  owners  of  mills  to  limit 
their  production. 

'  In  the  majority  of  cases  during  the  spring  and  summer  the 
mills  worked  only  four  or  five  days  a  week.  Although  this  greatly 
reduced  production,  the  market  remained  in  an  unsatisfactory 
state. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  drought  the  mills,  which 
employ  water  as  a  motive-power,  were  compelled  to  limit  their 
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output  still  more,  aud  at  last  they  were  employed  for  only  one- 
third  or  one-half  of  the  time  that  they  are  usually  in  operation. 

The  stocks  of  yam  in  hand  were,  therefore,  greatly  diminished. 
Although  the  scarcity  of  water  was  so  severely  felt  by  some 
owners  of  mills,  this  circumstance  did  something  to  improve  the 
state  of  the  yam  market  by  lessening  production. 

The  price  of  No.  12  cotton  yarn  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  Prices, 
was  6s.  lid.  per  bundle,  when  it  gradually  went  down  to  55.  lOd. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  it  fetched  6s,  2d. 

In   1901  the  amount  of  cloth  produced  exceeded  what  was  Cotton 
required  and  stocks  accumulated.     Some  factories,  therefore,  were  factoriea. 
obliged  to  follow  the  example  of  the  spinning  mills  and  limit  their 
production. 

The  year  under  review  can  •  safely  be  said  to  have  been 
unfavourable  for  owners  of  cotton  factories. 

In  last  year's  report  it  was  pointed  out  how  very  unsatisfactory  Wool  and 
the  state  of  the  market  had  been  during  1900  as  regards  both  wool  ^^^  y»»*"* 
and  wool  yam.  At  the  beginning  of  1901  people  engaged  in  the 
trade  •  quite  expected  that  business  would  take  a  more  favourabL^. 
turn.  Prices  at  the  end  of  1900  were  considered  to  have  reached 
the  lowest  possible  figures,  so  it  was  thought  they  would  rise,  and 
demands,  which  for  a  long  period  had  been  very  Ihnited,  likewise 
increase.  Contrary  to  these  calculations,  prices  fell  lower  than 
ever.  The  quotations  ruling  for  merino  and  higher  classes  of 
British  wool,  however,  not  only  kept  steady,  but  even  increased 
about  Irf.  per  lb.,  counting  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the 
end. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  spinning-mills  were 
fairly  busy,  and  at  its  end  a  change  for  the  better  took  place, 
which  was  very  welcome  to  the  spinners,  especially  as  there  was 
then  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  market  would  still  further 
improve. 

The  consumption  of  lubricating  oils  in  1901  is  stated  to  have  Dili 
been  not  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  for,  in  spite  of  very  liubricating 
poor  returns,  owners  of  all  kinds  of  factories  kept  their  machines  ®*^ 
going  simply  not  to  lose  their  customers. 

The  prices  of  lubricating  oils,  especially  those  from  Russia, 
were  throughout  the  year  marked  by  a  declining  tendency. 

A  kind  of  petroleum  introduced  into  the  country  from  Gralicia  Petroleum, 
in  1900  did  not  prove  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  the  price  was 
higher  than  that  of  oil  from  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
quality  not  equal  to  it. 

The  price  of  olive  oil  has  been  fairiy  steady  during  the  year.  Olive  oil. 
The  supplies  were  chiefly  brought  from  the  Levant.     About  the 
end  of  the  year,  however,  olive  oil  at  cheap  quotations  was  sent 
both  from  France  and  Spain,  causing  the  import  from  the  Levant 
to  cease. 

Throughout  the  year  the  quotations  of  rape  oil  were  high  and  Rape  oil. 
well-maintained. 

The  prices  of  animal  oils  were  also  satisfactory  throughout  Animal  oils. 
1901. 
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Sape  and  animal  oils  are  chiefly  used  by  manufacturers  of 
artificial  butter,  and  to  a  very  limited  extent  for  lubricating 
purposes. 

Table  showing  Lubricating  Oils  Imported  into  Sweden  during 
the  Yeai-s  1900-01. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1900          

1901          

Tona. 
6,666 
7,694 

Custonw  The   customs  revenues   for   1901   show  a  gross   amount  of 

reyeiine.  2,708,881/,  and  for  light  duetf  of  93,525Z.     Compared  with  the 

previous  year  there  is  a  decrease  in  both  these  departments,  in  the 

former  of  498,439/.,  and  in  the  latter  of  4,592/. 
EmigntioiL        During  the  last  five  years    the    emigration    returns    are  as 

follows : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Persona. 

1897          

1898          

1899          

1900          

1901           

8,926 

7,«21 

10,192 

14,202 

17,960 

The  last  named  are  all  Swedes  who  have  emigrated  from  the 
ports  of  Gothenbuig,  Stockholm,  Malmo,  and  Helsingborg.  They 
do  not  include  emigrants  from  other  ports  or  people  who  have 
merely  moved  to  European  Coimtries.  Besides  the  Swedes  there 
have  been  8,465  persons  of  other  nationalities. 
The  1901  returns  are  the  largest  since  1893. 
Bute  The  gross  profits  of  the  State  railways  for  1901  amounted  to 

railways.         2,511,716/.,  and  for  value  of  materials  utilii^d  from  the  stores, 
»«»»?*••        64,198/.    Total,  2,575,914/. 

Paymenta.  Working    expenses    and    cost    of    maintenance,   2,022,699/L; 

payment  towards  reserve  fund,  i,e.   fund   for  general  expenses 
in  case  of  need,  63,042/. ;  stores,  35,949/. ;  pensions,  9,780/. ;  paid 
into  exchequer  office,  444,444/. ;  total,  2,575,914/. 
Gross  profits,  working  expenses  deducted,  489,016/. 
PriTate  The   private    lines   in    Sweden    are  showing  great   activity, 

lailways.  Fourteen  new  lines  or  portions  of  the  same  have  been  opened  to 
general  traffic  during  1901  to  the  length  of  243  kiloms.  Five  new 
Bnes,  of  a  length  of  207'3  kiloms.  and  an  estimated  cost  of 
construction  of  410,944/.,  have  obtained  concessions  during  the 
year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  same,  work  was  progressing  upon 
26  new  lines  or  parts  of  lines  that  had  previously  obtained  con- 
cessions.   The  aggregate  length  of  these  last  was  955'3  kiloms.. 
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:and  the  estimated  cost  of  construction  2,023,961/.    Various  other 
projects  are  under  contemplation. 

Twenty-six  private  banks  in  this  country  have  the  right  of  Banlu. 
issuing  their  own  notes.    This  privilege  was  firat  granted  in  1830, 
but  will  cease  on  December  31,  1903.    After  that  date  the  State 
Bank  itself  will  issue  all  notes. 

Table  showing  the  Amount  of  Bank  Notes  in  Circulation      Bank 
on  December  31,  1901.  notes  in 


circulation. 


State  bank  notes    . 
Private  bank  notes. 


Amount 


£ 
5,610,1 52 
3,092,135 


Notwithstanding  the  variety  of  notes  issued  by  so  many 
private  banks  and  the  small  value  of  the  notes  themselves  (from 
10  kr.  or  about  11«.  l^d.),  the  system  has  met  with  great  approval 
in  Sweden  and  has  in  many  ways  worked  well.  Forged  notes 
have  been  extremely  rare. 

The  drought  which  prevailed  during  the  summer  affected  Agriculture, 
^riculture  most  unfavourably,  and  hay  and  straw  crops  were 
very  poor.  The  exports  of  oats  were  insignificant,  and  prices  were 
high.  Much  less  rye  was  imported  than  during  the  previous 
year,  but  a  good  deal  more  wheat.  The  cultivation  of  oats  has 
diminished,  and  that  of  rye  increased. 

Potatoes  have  been  imported  from  Germany,  as  the  home  crop 
was  poor. 

The  utilisation  of  peat  mosses  for  fuel  is  a  question  that  is  Peat. 
more  and  more  engaging  public  attention  in  this  country.     It  has 
been  calculated    that   the    amount  paid  by  Sweden    to  foreign 
-countries  for  fuel  may  soon  be  expected  to.  rise    to  5,555,500^. 
yearly,  a  heavy  burden  for  a  country  like  Sweden  to  bear. 

For  industrial  and  traffic  purposes,  and  even  in  the  matter  of 
domestic  fuel,  the  question  is  one  of  the  first  importance,  and  yet 
•aW.  this  time  the  enormous  natural  resources  of  the  country  to 
supply  peat  fuel  remain  largely  unemployed. 

A  great  movement  is  going  on,  however,  to  alter  all  this.  At 
present  there  is  a  proposal  to  apply  to  the  Swedish  Parliament  for 
^3,330/.  to  be  employed  as  a  loan  fund  for  the  development  of 
the  peat  industry,  more  particularly  the  manufacture  of  peat  for 
fuel,  as  also  for  peat  coal  and  moss  litter.  The  project  is  sup- 
ported by  numerous  members  of  both  Chambers  in  the  Swedish 
Parliament,  and  there  is  activity  also  in  other  quarters. 

A  Bill  introduced  last  year  provides  that  the  State  rail- 
ways shall  carry  peat  products  at  a  reduction  of  20  per  cent., 
-and  further  encouragement  has  been  given  to  the  movement  by 
the  appointment  by  the  Government  of  a  peat  engineer. 

The  attempt  to  discover  cheaper  substitutes  for  coal,  such  as 
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peat,  sawdust,  &c.,  has,  it  appears,  received  a   great  impetus 
owing  to  the  burdens  felt  by  the  high  coal  prices  of  1900. 

Excellent  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  peat  for  fuel  and 
moss  litter  is  now  mcuie  in  Sweden. 

The  method  mostly  employed  for  manufacturing  peat  fuel  in 
Sweden  is  that  of  grinding,  pressing,  and  afterwards  drying  in  the 
air,  the  amount  of  water  remaining  in  the  prepared  peat  being- 
about  23  per  cent. 

The  manufacture  of  peat  fuel  for  general  consumption  cannot 
yet  be  termed  a  success.  It  is  carried  on  almost  entirely  on 
estates  which  have  upon  them  large  peat  bogs  of  good  quality,, 
and  where  the  fuel  is  made  to  supplement  the  use  of  charcoal,, 
wood,  or  imported  steam  coal. 

There  are,  it  appears,  at  least  300  such  fuel  works  already  in 
Sweden,  and  the  fuel  is  being  experimented  with  for  all  sorts  of 
purposes,  including  its  utilisation  instead  of  coal  for  locomotives. 

The  manufacture  of  peat  fuel  is  conducted  on  sound  theoretical 
and  economical  principles  in  Sweden,  but  the  climate  here  pre- 
sents many  difficulties.  Tried  in  more  favoured  countries  it  has- 
had,  and  is  likely  to  continue  to  show  good  results  on  a  greater 
scale. 

The  comparative  value  of  such  fuel  is  stated  to  be  about 
180  lbs.  peat  fuel  equals  100  lbs.  ordinary  British  steam  coal.  It 
has  been  found  that  peat  mixed  with  an  equal  weight  of  coal  gives 
14  per  cent,  better  results  than  when  employed  unmixed. 

It  is  fully  hoped  that  the  extensive  experiments  which  are 
being  carried  on  in  various  directions  may  yet  lead  to  satisfactory 
and  far-reaching  results. 
Mining.  Great  caution  is  necessary  as  regards  trying  to  procure  mining 

property  in  this  country ;  ownership  rights  are  often  complicated,, 
and  the  best  obtainable  expert  opinion  should  always  be  taken 
before  purchasing.  Often  there  are  no  means  of  communication,, 
and  for  instance,  as  regards  good  new  fields,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  native  engineers  here  are  clever  and  discriminating,, 
besides  having  thorough  local  knowledge.  As,  moreover,  there  ia 
plenty  of  capital  in  the  country  itself  for  investment  in  anything 
really  promising,  the  chances  of  strangers  getting  valuable  property 
of  the  kind  referred  to  are  somewhat  doubtful. 
Telephones.  The  following  statistics  relating  to  telephones  are  taken  from 

"  La  Sufede,"  an  interesting  work  on  Sweden,  which  was  brought 
out  in  connection  with  the  Paris  Exhibition  of  1900.  Taking  the 
population  in  the  following  cities  in  various  countries  we  find : — 
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City. 

Population. 

ApiMtratoseB. 

Telephones 
per  10,000 
Inhabitants. 

London         

ParU 

Chicftfro        

New  York    .. 

Beriin           

San  Fnncisoo 

Stockholm 

4,400,000 
2,640,000 
1,600,000 
1,800,000 
1,700,000 
340,000 
302,000 

20,000 
18,000 
16,000 
27,000 
37,000 
24,000 
29,000 

47 
71 
100 
160 
218 
706 
960 

Stockholm,  therefore,  had  then  a  larger  number  of  telephones 
in  proportion  to  its  inhabitants  than  any  of  the  above-named 
•cities,  and  Berlin  only,  with  over  five  times  the  population,  had  a 
larger  actual  number  of  apparatuses. 

The  telephones  in  the  Swedish  capital  are  both  good  and  cheap. 
The  best-known  private  company,  the  AUnianna,  charges  2L  15s.  6d. 
to  put  up  the  apparatus,  and  16s.  8^.  per  quarter  afterwards,  in 
1883  this  company  commenced  with  about  60  employes,  and 
1,160  subscribers;  in  1901  the  figures  were  respectively  688  and 
29,801. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  the  civil  engineer  who  put  up 
•and  experimented  with  the  first  practical  telephone  line  in  Sweden 
is  still  at  the  head  of  this  prosperous  and  useful  undertaking. 

A   Bill  is   about  to  be  laid  before  the   Swedish  Parliament  QuesUon  of 
for  the  purchase  by  the  State  of  the  rights  and  stock  of  the  two  ^***1    . 
private  telephone  ^  companies  ( AUmanna  and   Bell).     The   price  privatTlSfea. 
wanted  is  altogether  about  711,110/. 

The  construction  of  Swedish  telephones  in  Kussia  is  reported 
to  be  progressing  steadily.  Exchange  buildings  are,  it  appears,  to 
be  put  up  for  about  15,000  subscribers  each  in  Moscow  and 
Warsaw.  It  is,  therefore,  not  too  much  to  say  that,  as  r^ards 
telephonic  development,  Sweden  has  not  only  led  the  way  in  the 
past,  but  is  likely  to  reap  fresh  triumphs  in  the  future. 

The  customs  tariff',  of  course,  continues  to  play  a  great  part  in  General 
this  country  of  protection  par  excellence,  ^^^^ 

A  proposal  for  extensive  alterations  in  the  tare  tariff  is  still 
awaiting   Parliamentary    discussion.      The    duly  on  maize  con-  Free  tnuie 
tinues,   notwithstanding    the   great  profits    made   in   Denmark,  <uid 
where  it    is   largely  employed   for   the   feeding  of   pigs.     Tlie  P"^**^*^***** 
•duty  on  bacon  also  continues,  and   it  has  recently  been  con- 
templated  to   impose   duties   on    eggs,   potatoes,   and    ''foreign 
musicians !"    The  two  former  duties  have  not  been  approved  for 
this  year  at  aU  events. 

If  it  be  asked,  with  agriculture  now  languishing  in  Sweden, 
as  pointed  out  last  year,  before  the  introduction  of  protection  here, 
it  gave  a  surplus  of  1,000,000/.,  why  are  there  so  many  restric- 
tions in  force  in  this  country  ?  The  answer  seema  to  be  that  the 
Swedes  are  as  much  enamoured  of  protection  as  people  in  the 
United  Eongdom  are  of  free  trade. 
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Improre- 
menta. 


New 

Chamber  of 
Commerce. 


Commercial 
trayeUers. 


House  rent. 

A  word  for 
education. 


Stockholm  harbour  is  being  improved  in  various  parts,  and 
there  are  proposals  for  the  re-organisation  of  technical  education 
and  for  the  preparation  of  more  detailed  labour  statistics. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Merchants'  Association  on  February  II 
last,  it  was  decided  that  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  should  be 
established  in  Stockholm  for  the  advancement  of  trade,  industry,, 
navigation,  and  commercial  education. 

Intelligent  commercial  travellers  are  much  appreciated  and 
greatly  wanted  in  business  circles  here,  provided  they  consider 
not  only  the  firms  they  represent,  but  also  the  people  who- 
purchase  from  them. 

House  rents  here  continue  to  be  very  high,  and  the  general 
cost  of  living  has  vastly  increased  in  recent  years. 

Among  other  things  the  adoption  of  the  metrical  system 
in  the  United  Kingdom  continues  to  be  most  desirable.  As- 
an  example  of  the  benefits  of  good  education,  it  ought  to  be 
remembered  how  easily  it  was  introduced  into  all  three  Scandi- 
navian  countries.  Altogether,  the  sooner  the  necessity  for  good 
practical  education  is  seen,  the  better  it  will  be  for  British  trade. 

Note. — The  statistics  in  the  two  following  tables  of  Stockholm 
exports  and  imports  have  been  obtained  from  private  sources. 
Full  official  returns  are  not  usually  available  until  the  end  of  the 
year  following  that  under  review.  Swedish  newsj^apers  quoted  in 
this  report  are  "  Svenska  Dagbladet "  and  "  Goteborgs  Handels  och 
Sjofartstidning." 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Stockholm  during 
the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Metals— 
Pig  and  ballast-iron.  • 
Scrap-iron     .. 

Ingots  

Bloom-iron  and  rough  bars. 

Bar-iron 

Iron  wire,  in  coils    •  • 
Sheet-iron 

Ore- 
Iron    .. 
Zinc 

Wood-pulp— 
Chemically  prepared,  dry  . 

Wood- 
Planks  and  battens  •• 
Boards  

Oats 


Tons 


Standards 
Tons  .. 


Quantity. 


1900. 


25,628 
1,716 
8,040 
5,848 

62,812 
8,286 
2,085 

1,280 
9,225 

8,812 

5,806 

1,984 

280 


1901. 


17,171 
1,881 
1,882 
5,196 

46,648 
2,486 
1,261 

8,640 
8,927 

7,168 

8,106 
1,688 
1,140 
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Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Stockholm  during 
the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Asphalt.. 
Bnmdy,  in  casks 
Arrack  .. 
Cognac,  in  casks 
Coals  and  coke  •  • 
Cofibe 


Copper,  not  worked     •• 

Herrings       ••         •• 

Grain- 
Wheat  •  •         •  • 
Barley 
xCye    •  •        •  •        •  • 

Maise 

Rice  •  I        .  •         •  • 

Hemp    ••   •     ••        •• 

Iron- 
Pig     

Rails 

Oils— 
Mineral^  crade        •• 
„       refined,  petrolenm 

Pork 

Tea        

Wine,  incaska.*        •• 


Tons  •• 
GaUons 


Tons 


Quantity. 


1900. 


2,658 

41,086 

110,688 

118,149 

592,848 

6,796 

1,195 

6,250 

55,181 

1,666 

60,407 

821 

252 

1,045 

12,884 
8,783 

2^247 

24,091 

8»796 

87 

1,546 


1901. 


1,988 

42,542 

188,200 

88,542 

571,702 

6,487 

1,872 

6,645 

51,078 

18,665 
500 
158 
922 

8,229 
5,654 

793 

19,964 

3,217 

76 

1,638 


Digitized  by 


Google 


16 


STOCKHOLM. 


Bbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Sweden  during  the 

Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Brandy  and  spirits,  in  casks, 
from  grain,  potatoes  &g,    •  • 

Fish— 
Fresh  herrings 

Other  kinds 

Salted  or  preseryed,  dried  or 

smoked,  herrings . . 
All  other  kinds 

Bacon 

Hides  and  skins,  not  fors,  un- 
prepared, all  kinds  ..         •• 

Livestock — 

Horses  

Cattle 

Sheep . .         •  •         •  •         •  • 

Pif?8 

Meat,  all  kinds 

Machines,  tools  and  imple- 
ments (not  steam  or  sewing 
machinery) 

Iron — 
Steel,  pig,  and  ballast  iron . . 

Ingots  

Bloom  and  rough  bars 

Bars 

Pieces  of  bars  •  •         •  • 

Iron  wire,  in  coils    ••        •• 

Sheets  

Drawn  wire 

Nails,  all  kinds 

Ore- 
Iron   

Zinc 

Cheese,  all  kinds 

Paper,  all  kinds 

Wood-pulp — 
Chemically  prepared,  diy    . . 
,]  undried 

Machine  pressed,  dry 

„  undried  .. 

Butter 

Margarine         ••         ••         •• 

Grain,  unground— 

OaU 

Wheat  •  •         •  •         •  • 

Barley  

Rye 

Grain,  ground— 
Wheatmeal    •.         •• 
Ryemeal        ••         ••         •• 

Wood- 

Not  worked  up,  hewn  or 
lawn,  of  Scotch  fir  or  spruce, 
logs  or  poles  •• 

Pit-props       

Deals  and  battens    .  • 


Gallons 
Tons  .. 


Head,. 


Tons  .. 


Value 
Tons 


Cubic  metres. « 


Quantity. 


1900. 


40,040 

2,788 
1,686 

4,426 

106 

1,812 

4,868 

1,42ft 

8,825 

2,645 

115 

276 


.569,222 

84,479 

8,974 

21,898 

164,202 

5,051 

5,450 

2,454 

960 

2,741 


1,619,650 

40,878 

4 

60,264 

182,757 
10,429 
49,114 
86,829 
19,168 
IS 

12,502 

87 

262 

27 

495 
5,625 


115,800 
1,096,000 
2,576  600 


1901. 


47,828 

8,678 
1,700 

8,960 

72 

1,155 

4,991 

•    1,130 

8,800 

1,570 

85 

238 


668,111 

84,619 

5,924 

18,195 

142,100 

3,159 

4,414 

1,583 

982 

2,992 

1,761,007 

41,251 

1 

57,947 

144,084 
10,865 
41,981 
85,808 
18,775 
2 

80  510 
78 
40 
82 

•     no 

7,384 


974,000 
2,174,500 
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BBT0RN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Sweden  daring 
the  Years  1900-01— continued. 


ArddM. 

CaUc  metres.. 
Tons  •• 
»    •  •        •  • 

n     ••          t. 

Quantity. 

1900. 

1901. 

Wood— continiied— 

Boards         

Planed  or  joined  boards     •  • 

ICatchea 

Textilet- 

Cotton          

Wool 

1,676,600 

464,800 

18,861 

liO 
84 

1,609,800 

687,700 

17,695 

180 
89 

Nate. — ^The  import  and  export  tables  for  the  whole  of  Sweden 
are  quoted  from  statistics  published  in  connection  with  the  official 
paper  ''  Post  och  Inrikes  lldning." 


(42) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I  i 


STOCKHQUt 


Eeturn  of  Pjrincipal  Artides  of  Import  into  Svedei^  dunm 
the  Yeajs  1901-1900, 


Articles. 


Cotton,  dyed  and  nndjed 
Bnady  md  ipiritiH^ 

In     cMkfl,     ftoa     barley, 
potatoes,  ftc.        ». 

In  casks,  fix>m  rice,  amck  . 

]^  casks,  from  Mtgar,  mm  • 
*  In  casks,  from. gitpes,  cognac 

lu  other  yessels,  all  kinds  . . 
mt,  salted  and  ptckted,  dried 

or  smoked—:    • 
'    HerrinCB       .v       «*   -  < 

Cod    .. 

Pork 

Manure,  all  sorts,  not  tpeclSed 

in  the  tariff , 

Hides  and  skins,  not  furs,  nn- 

tanned,  all  kinds     . . 

-Coffee 

Livestock  « 

Horses 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Meat,  all  kinds.. 

Machines,  tools  and  implements 

(not     steam      or      seiring 

machines) 

Iron— 

Steel,  pig,  and  ballast  iron . 

Bails 

Oleomargarine 

-Oils,  mineral,  distilled  by  dry 

process  •• 

Cheese   •• 
Paper,  all  kinds. . 
Salt,  unrefined,  rock  salt^  and 

salt  for  cooking 
Butter— 

Natural 

Artificial 
Sugar — 

Befined,  all  kinds    •  • 

Unrefined      •  • 

Molasses 

Grain,  ungronnd^ 

Wheat 

Barley 

Maiae 

Bye 

Grain,  ground^ 

Wheatmeal    •  •        •  • 

Ryemeal       •  •        •  • 
Coals  and  coke  •  •        •  • 

•Tallow 

Tobacco,  unprepared,  leaf  and 

stalk 


Tons  .. 

Gallons 
II 

fi- 
ll 

Tons  «• 


If    •• 
Head.. 


Tons  .. 


Value 
Tons  •• 
fi    •• 


Cubic  feet 
Tons  .. 


Cubie  feet 
Tons  •• 


Quantity. 


1900. 


l7,Mi 


108,400 

216,920 

6,160 

206,240 

84,700 


41,128 

10|886 

106,428 

4,895 
26,118 

2,445 

1,760 

100 

410 

1,613 


89,611 

64,080 

48,505 

672 

77,820 

817 

2,004 

2,591,754 

506 
897 

224 
12,820 
14,786 

158,887 
10,842 
15,872 

182,991 

8,496 

0,084 

142,187,808 

5,082 

8,889 


1901. 


HTM 


112,8^ 
967,086 

5,280 

«»0,808 

30,586 


'4e,-896 
2,51^' 

10,916 

125,675 

5,911 
28,686 

1,855 

2,565 

90 

925 

1,899 


77,728 

40,288 

55,942 

1,897 

76,610 

862 

1,914 

2,819,889 

744 
248 

285 

815 

17,571 

176,186 

255 

15,129 

49,185 

6,985 

1,224 

180,014,951 

5.497 

4,578 
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RKTaRN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Sweden  during 
the  Years  1901-1900— continued. 


ArUcleg. 

Tons  .. 

Gallons 
Tons  .. 

M        •  •                •  • 
„        .  •                 .  • 

QuantHy. 

1900. 

1901. 

Wool,  dyed  and  ondyed 

Wine- 
In  barrels  all  kind;!.. 
Iq  other  yeaaeU       ..         •• 

Textilea— 
SUk,ankind8 

Cotton          

Wool 

Linen            •  •         • .         •  • 

4,086 

8,002 
18%800 

124 

1,678 

1,747 

690 

8,816 

8,825 
125,620 

119 
1,478 
1,699 

478 

Gefle. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Carrick  reports  as  follows  : — 

In  commenting  on  the  trade  in  sawn  and  planed  wood  for  the  Ba^porta. 
year  1900, 1  pointed  out  that  it  had  been  very  prosperous  during  Wood  goods, 
the  first  half  of  that  year,  but  that  the  scarcity  and  dearness  of 
tonnage  had  arrested  sales  in  the  latter  half.  Further,  that  the 
inflexible  attitude  assumed  by  Swedish  shippers  with  regard  to 
prices  in  the  opening  months  of  1901  was  likely  to  cause  a  dead- 
lock in  the  trade,  and  considerable  loss  on  stocks  in  Sweden.  This 
apprehension  was  fully  borne  out  by  the  course  of  the  market 
during  1901,  although  no  one  could  anticipate  such  heavy  losses 
in  both  the  producing  and  consuming  markets,  as  actually  occuiTed. 
The  first  signs  of  weakness  emanated  from  London,  where  the 
heavy  import  during  the  autumn  of  1900  had  caused  a  disastrous 
congestion  in  the  principal  importing  docks  there,  a  congestion 
which  by  hindering  importers  from  obtaining  delivery  of  their 
goods,  seriously  compromised  the  position  of  some  respectable 
firms.  Acceptances  were  falling  due,  and  to  provide  the  means 
of  meeting  them,  importers  were  obliged  to  resort  to  the  auction 
room  to  redise  available  goods.  The  casting  of  immense  quantities 
of  sawn  and  planed  wood  on  the  London  market  for  forced  sale, 
caused  naturally  a  heavy  fall  in  prices.  Many  large  cargoes  were  thus 
sacrificed  at  a  loss  of  SOs.  to  31.  a  standard  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1901.  Naturally,  these  heavy  losses  in  London  put  a 
stop  to  all  further  purchases  from  Sweden  in  that  market,  and 
disorganised  all  the  other  British  and  Continental  markets. 
Swe(£sh  shippers  having,  however,  disposed  of  a  considerable 
quantity  of  wood  prior  to  these  forced  sales,  declined  to  follow  the 
fall  abroad  for  some  time.  Bussian  shippers,  on  the  other  hand, 
becoming  alarmed  in  February,  commenced  to  reduce  their 
exorbitant  quotations  by  about  10s.  a  standard  overhead,  followed 
by  the  firms  and  the  Swedish  shippers  of  the  Upper  Gulf.  The 
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lowering  of  prices  once  commenced,  the  market  gradually  gave 
way,  roiluctious  wore  made  again  and  again  until,  in  the  month 
of  Jinus  many  shippers  were  obliged  to  sell  at  the  best  figures 
obtainable.  In  the  Gefle  district  the  fall  was  probably  less  than 
in  many  others,  and  was  confined  more  especially  to  the  narrow 
dimensions  of  red  wood.  For  the  smaller  Gefle  shippers,  however, 
the  season  was  probably  the  worst  experienced  for  20  years.  The 
Swedish  Sawmill  Owners  Society  having  called  together  the 
shippers,  an  agreement  to  reduce  the  catting  of  logs  for  the 
present  winter  by  about  one-third,  as  compared  with  the  logs 
got  during  winter,  1900-01,  has  been  made.  This  has  already 
caused  a  reaction,  and  if  the  agreement  can  be  carried  out  the 
trade  will  be  placed  on  a  sounder  footing.  The  accompanying 
table  giving  the  prices  for  some  of  the  current  dimensions  of 
sawn  wood  in  the  Gefle  district  for  the  years  1900  and  1901^ 
shows  the  fluctuations  in  prices.  On  account  of  the  partial  failure 
of  floating  operations  some  of  the  larger  mills  have  been  standing 
idle  for  several  months. 

Iron  and  steel.  The  demand  for  Swedish  iron  and  steel  in  1900  was  less  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  and  prices  were  lower.  On  the 
whole,  the  operations  of  the  local  works  must  have  been 
Ijarely  remunerative,  owing  to  the  fact  that  some  of  them  had 
old  contracts  for  the  supply  of  charcoal  at  1900  prices  still 
running.  These  old  contracts  having  mostly  run  off  and  the  cost 
of  charcoal  being  only  about  half  of  the  price  paid  in  1900,  the 
local  works  are  now  in  a  position  to  produce  more  cheaply, 
especially  as  coal  is  also  cheaper.  The  operations  of  some  of  the 
works  were  much  hampered  owing  to  the  want  of  water.  The 
Sandviken  Iron  Company  at  Sandviken,  near  Gefle,  is  making  a 
new  departure.  The  directors  of  the  company  are  said  to  have 
entered  into  a  50  years'  agreement  with  the  owners  of  a  large 
waterfall  at  Nas  on  the  Dal  River  about  35  English  miles  south- 
west of  Sandviken,  for  the  hire  of  about  2,500  horse-power  to  be 
used  in  lieu  of  coals  for  the  driving  of  the  machinery  at  the 
works.  The  high  price  of  coals  has  given  a  distinct  impulse  to 
projects  for  the  transforming  of  water-power  to  electrical  energy 
for  the  driving  of  works,  &c.,  so  that  the  economic  result  of  the 
Sandviken  scheme  will  be  watched  with  interest. 

Wood-pulp.  The  bhipment  of  wood-pulp  has  increased  by  about  7,750  tons 

over  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Profits  in  1901  were  no  doubt 
less  than  in  1900,  but  the  cost  of  the  raw  wood  and  fuel  being 
now  lower,  the  prospects  for  the  season  of  1902  are  tolerably 
favourable. 

Importa.  The  import  of  coal  and  coke  has  been  about  54,000  tons  less 

Coal  and  coke,  than  in  1900,  faithfully  reflecting  the  lessened  output  of  the  iron 
and  steel  works.  The  position  of  the  market  has  been  weak 
during  the  year  imder  review,  and,  although  the  rate  of  freight 
from  the  United  Kingdom  was  low,  importers  pursued  a  hand-to- 
mouth  policy  and  refused  to  stock. 

Shipping,  Freights  for  wood  goods,  iron,  and  coals,  which  constitute  the 

principal  carrying  trade  of  the  port,  have  been  very  low  in  1901» 
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SO  low  in  fact  that  many  of  the  cheap  Swedish  steamers,  which 
have  largely  supplanted  British  boats,  showed  very  meagre  results. 
Those  fortunate  enough  to  be  on  time  charter  were  an  exception 
to  this  rule.  No  British  sailing  ships  visited  the  district  in  1901, 
and  the  diminution  adverted  to  in  several  previous  reports  with 
regard  to  British  steam  tonnage  still  continues. 

The  Corporation  of  Gefle,  with  a  view  of  obviating  the  expense 
and  delay  necessitated  by  lightering  all  cargo  discharged  from  or 
for  the  loading  of  vessels  drawing  over  15  feet  of  water  are  at 
work  building  a  new  harbour  in  the  Grefle  outer  roads,  about 
2^  English  miles  from  the  custom-house.  A  railway  is  being 
run  out  alongside  the  quays,  and  it  is  intended  that  boats  of 
greater  tonnage  than  can  at  present  be  accommodated,  will  be 
able  to  load  and  discharge  their  cargoes  direct  from  and  into 
railway  trucks.  Modern  appliances  and  an  up-to-date  equipment 
for  the  rapid  handling  of  cargo  will  be  provided. 
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EfertjRy  of  ^ri^cii^al  Abides  of*^  impbk  io '  6efle '  diitiiig  'the ' 
Years  WOl-l&OO.  ^ 


ArUelM. 


Grain- 
Wheat     ;      .. 

Rye;   ,.  ;     ,.        , 

Oat8  ... 

Bariqr  ' 
Meal  md  Hour— 

Whea^  ^     .. 

Rye    .•  '     ..        • 

Bnh  ..  •  ,. 
Coffee    ,. . 

Fork  •  •  j.  ,  •  • 
jjeei  •  •  • ■  • 
Sagar-    ^ 

Raw  .^.       .. 

Refined; 
Syrop    ...     •• 
Spirite—     • 

Whidty,  in  casks     . 

Amio         ,1  • 

Rnm  ^ .        ^ 

Brandy       „  t 

„       in  botUes    • 
Wine-i* 

In  casks       ••        • 

InbotUas  .. 
Coal  and  coke  •• 
Cotton  ••  •• 
OilS)  mineral  .# 
Fish—       . 

Salt  henrings.  •        •. 

Dried  „  .. 
Manures  ••         #( 

Hideaaa^  skins  »  .i 
Iron  and  steel-*'    -    f 

Pig-iion        ..         .i 

Steel  rails  .. 
Tob990o»# 

Salt  ••;        ..       ;    • 

Tallew  ,0^  ••  I  • 
Maclunerjr        ••,  ;     . 


'•• 


tons  .; 


Owts..* 


G4I0 


Tons.  «• 
Cwto.^* 


Tons  '••  . 
Cwts..ii> 

Tons  .. 

»    •• 
Ctle... 
fTens  ,.  . 
Cirts»f«/ 
Talae  : 


Qnantity,  . 


1901. 


•  5,481 

•  2,090 

902 


US 
10 

•  821- 
20,420 
20,180r 

;  1,08a 

54 

820- 

30,420* 

,  1,669- 

•  5,848- 

42 
10,195 
.      528 

(     14,217 

2,699 

245,068 

9,794 

88,800 

6,702 

198 

9,8ti 

.  8,008 

8,200 
2,286 
1,180 

;M27 

$70 

cn,721 

— 1 ►— 


1900. 


•  8,088  '  ^ 
^  4,981,  r 

*705 


136 
618 

lC052 

19,096 

1,260 

81 

187 

26,440 

2;204 

4,tS8 

46 

9,626 

571 

21,908 

2,067 

298,944 

7,249 

56,609 

7,670 

6,144 
8,270 

5,600 
2,405 
2,999 
4,404 
416 
81,72i 
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Retubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Q«fle  daring  the 
Years  1901-1900. 


QnanUty. 

ArtielM. 

1901. 

190a 

Deals  and  batUni    .. 

Standards     .. 

46,688 

88,178 

Bough  boardB 

M                        •• 

42,on 

62,581 

Planed    „ 

M                         *  * 

16,480 

12,017 

Deal,  batten,  and  boaid  enda 

M                        •  • 

7,198 

7,681 

Pii-propa 

M                        •• 

4,888 

6,562 

Iron  and  gteel— 

Pig-iron        

Tons  .. 

10,074 

12,412 

Bar-iron        

»    •  •        •  • 

17,970 

81,998 

Bar-ends       

,}    •  •        •  • 

778 

988 

Wire 

M        •  •                 •  • 

S,S14 

8,469 

Ingotfl           

f»        ••                  •• 

1,878 

1,879 

Blooms         , 

»        ••                 •• 

1,446 

1,869 

Ore- 

Iron  •  • 

f»        ••                 •• 

8,8i8 

1,182 

Zinc 

«        •  •                 •• 

8,140 

8,201 

Wood-pnlp        

>»        ••                 •• 

40,289 

82,640 

Matches 

$t        ••                 •• 

17 

20 

Machinery        

Yalae            £ 

1,682 

84 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Gefle  during  the 
Year  1901. 

Enterbd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Knmber 

Knmber 

Nomber 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Yessels. 

Yessels. 

British    .. 

•  • 

57 

54,148 

57 

54,148 

Swedish  .. 

168 

88,876 

171 

111,606 

884 

149,981 

(German  .. 

18 

7,074 

85 

45,790 

98 

52,864 

Norwegian         •• 

48 

18,689 

86 

27,895 

78 

46,584 

Danish    .. 

18 

2,186 

20 

18,218 

88 

20,408 

Russian  .. 

18 

5,681 

4,881 

22 

10,512 

imtch     ., 

8,034 

1,942 

11 

4,976 

Belgian  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

5,699 

5,699 

Spanish   ,. 

,, 

,, 

8,259 

8,259 

1*  rench    •  • 

1 

162 

1,248 

1,410 

Italian    .. 

1 

486 

, , 

486 

Aastro-Hongarian 

582 

•• 

582 

Total 

267 

76,118 

884 

274,686 

651 

850,804 
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Bailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Nnmber 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

YesBals. 

Yessela 

Vessels. 

British    .. 

•  • 

74 « 

69,965 

74 

69,965 

Swedkh  .. 

195 

45,984 

249 

189,184 

444 

285,118 

Gennan  .. 

15 

8,292 

100 

57,985 

115 

66,227 

52 

20,587 

47 

87,278 

99 

57,860 

Danish    .. 

22 

2,619 

22 

22,849 

44 

25,468 

RonUn  .. 

22 

7,168 

5 

5,085 

27 

12,208 

Dnteh     .. 

8 

2,642 

8 

8,892 

11 

6,084 

Belgian  .. 

, , 

•  • 

6 

5,699 

6 

5,699 

Spanish  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

8,258 

8 

b,258 

Irench    .  • 

1 

162 

1 

1,248 

2 

1,410 

Anstro-Hangarian 

1 

582 

•  • 

•• 

1 

582 

Total       .. 

816 

87,986 

510 

895,788 

826 

488,774 

LuleL 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Westerberg  reports  as  follows : — 

The  navigation  of  this  port  commenced  in  1901  on  May  22,  Nadgation^ 
and  the  last  sea-going  vessel  left  on  November  17. 

The  number  of  ships  that  entered  from  abroad  during  1901  Shipping, 
was  403,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  578,688  tons,  as  compared 
with  440  vessels  of  600,582  tons  in  1900,  showing  a  decrease 
of  37  in  the  number  of  vessels  and  in  the  tonnage  of  not  less 
than  21,894  tons.  This  decrease  of  tonnage  entered  is  not  owing 
to  any  decline  in  the  shipping  trade  of  the  port  in  general,  but  to 
the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  vessels  arrived  in  ballast, 
and  a  considerable  number  came  from  other  Swedish  ports,  whence 
they  cleared  for  foreign  countries  visl  LuleS. 

The  total  number  of  ships  cleared  for  foreign  ports  was  445, 
with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  644,380  tons,  as  compared  with 
446  ships  of  632,499  tons  in  1900,  showing  an  increase  as  regards 
tonnage  of  11,881  tons  but  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  vessels 
of  one  ship. 

The  number  of  British  ships  that  arrived  from  abroad  was  96  British 
of  150,816  tons  aggr^ate,  as  compared  with  120  ships  of  206,174  "Wpping. 
tons  in  1900.  The  number  of  British  ships  cleared  for  foreign 
ports  was  100  with  a  tonnage  of  157,993  tons,  as  compared  with 
126  vessels  of  212,668  tons  in  1900.  Theie  is  again  a  considerable 
decline  in  the  British  tonn^e  entered  to  and  cleared  from  this 
place.  The  decline  is  chiefly  confined  to  British  ships  carrying 
iron  ore  from  the  port,  whereas  tonnage  of  other  nations,  such  as 
Swedish,   Norwegian,  and  German,  that  take  part  in  the  ore 
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transport  from  here  is  steadily  increasing,  especially  German 
tonnage. 

Freights.  The  freight  market  at  tiie  beginning  of  the  season  opened  very 

slack  and  unsettled.  The  rates  offered  were  about  .30  to  40  per 
cent,  less  than  those  of  the  previous  year.  Towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  season  they  fell  about  10  per  cent,  and  tonnage 
was  readily  offered  at  rates  tiiat  scarcely  seemed  to  pay  the 
working  expenses  and  wear  and  tear  of  the  ships.  It  is,  of 
course,  very  diflScult  to  explain  what  brought  about  this  complete 
collapse  in  the  rates  of  freight,  if  it  be  not  the  substantial  decrease 
in  the  need  for  tonnage  to  South  Africa  and  the  settlement  of  the 
Chinese  difl&culties,  which  two  events,  no  doubt,  caused  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  tonnage  to  be  thrown  upon  the  Baltic  freight 
market  But  for  the  large  Baltic  contracts  secured  by  shipowners 
before  the  fall,  they  would  probably  have  to  look  back  upon  one 
of  the  worst  years  of  recent  times.  This  season  has  opened  with 
rates  which  I  think  so  absolutely  uuiemunerative  that,  imless 
they  induce  a  large  increase  in  the  volume  of  trade  and  thereby 
produce  a  reaction  in  freights,  a  like  result  will  be  brought  about 
in  a  worse  way  by  many  ships  having  to  be  laid  up. 

Bxporta.  The  quantity  of  wood  shipped  during  1901  again  shows  a 

Wood.  decrease. 

The  season  opened  with  comparatively  low  prices  for  both 
red  and  white  wood,  and  they  fell  so  that  towards  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  it  was  almost  impossible  to  place  a  contract  upon  the 
British  market  and  other  consuming  countries  at  prices  affording 
adequate  profits.  To  prevent  over-production  of  sawn  timber 
and,  in  consequence,  a  further  fall  of  prices,  the  sawmill  owners 
have  forced  with  other  proprietors  and  exporters  from  the  Upper 
Gulf  of  Bothnia  to  diminish  production,  and  have,  as  yet,  strictly 
adhered  to  these  agreements. 

Iron  ore.  The  quantity  of  iron  ore  shipped  from  here  during  1901  shows 

an  increase  of  about  35,500  tons.  Of  the  total  quantity  shipped, 
viz.,  1,090,107  tons,  only  81,200  tons  were  intended  for  the  United 
Kingdom,  whereas  512,822  tons  went  to  Holland,  108,000  tons 
to  Belgium,  368,936  tons  to  North  Germany,  and  16,800  tons  to 
France.  As  a  curiosity  it  may  be  mentioned  that  a  cargo  of  2,350 
tons  was  shipped  to  the  United  States.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
above  the  bidk  of  the  ore  is  shipped*  to  Holland,  whence  it  is 
usually  conveyed  to  the  interior  of  Germany. 

Imports.  This  part  of  the  country  is  rapidly  getting  more  populous  on 

account  of  the  large  mining  operations  that  are  under  development 
and  the  construction  of  railways.  Notwithstanding  these  facts 
the  imports  during  the  last  ;$^ear  cannot  be  said  to  have  increased, 
owitag  perhaps  to  the  financial  disturbance  that  has  affected  the 
district 

Coal  and  coke.  The  imports  of  coal  and  coke  showed  a  decrease  of  about  7,000 
tons.  During  the  current  year,  however,  it  is  expected  they  will 
show  a  considerable  increase. 

Commercial  The  prosperity  of  this  port  during  the  last  year  experienced  a 

condition.       considerable  decline.     Since  the  latter  part  of  1899  there  has  beea 
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^  decided  depression  in  trade  and  commerce  generally,  and  this  is 
very  much  felt  now  after  the  period  of  unusual  prosperity  which 
preceded  it  Circumstances  led  people  to  establish  themselves  as 
business  firms,  many  without  having  the  necessary  training  for 
•commercial  pursuits  and  often  without  sufficient  capital.  Then 
came  a  time  when  the  want  of  money  was  keenly  felt  and  the 
■discount  i-ate  very  high,  7  to  8  per  cent,  for  three  months'  bills 
backed  with  good  securities. 

The  natural  reaction  set  in,  and  there  have  been  many  failures 
in  consequence,  the  evil  effects  of  which  are  still  felt. 

A  financial  crisis  is  not  apprehended,  but  it  is  supposed  that 
recovery  must  be  gradual,  and  that  it  will  take  a  few  years  to 
regain  the  former  standpoint. 

The  construction  of  the  Gellivara  line  to  the  Norwegian  Railwayt. 
frontier  has  been  continued  during  the  whole  year.  Average 
number  of  labouiers  about  3,600  in  summer,  and  about  1,600  in 
winter.  The  works  have  been  pushed  forward,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  whole  line  will  be  open  this  autumn.  The  section  Gelli- 
vara^Kiiruna  is  already  working. 

This  railway,  as  already  known,  is  chiefly  intended  for  the  iron 
•ore  traffic  from  the  immense  deposits  of  the  Luossavaara- 
Klirunavaara  mines,  but  it  will  doubtless  become  of  some  importance 
to  general  trade,  especially  the  Norwegian  fish  trade,  &c.,  with  the 
north  of  Sweden,  and  also  for  British  trade  with  this  part  of  the 
<5ountry,  as  well  as  with  Russia  and  Finland. 

The  section  Niemisel-Kalix  River  of  the  Government  main 
line  to  the  Finnish  frontier  will  be  opened  for  public  traffic  during 
the  present  year,  and  a  survey  of  the  remaining  section  to  the 
Finnish  frontier  also  executed. 

The  works  for  construction  of  the  branch  line  and  piers  referred  Lnlei 
to  in  my  last  report  have  been  carried  on  rapidly,  and  it  is  believed  H*"^^^*"* 
that  the  railway  and  one  of  the  piers  will  be  ready  and  come  into 
use  this  autumn. 

Owing  to  last  summer  being  unusually  dry,  the  crop  of  hay,  Agricalture, 
barley,  rye,  oats,  and  potatoes  was  not  very  good  as  regards  either 
■quantity  or  quality. 

From  the  appended  table  showing  the  amount  of  dues  col-  CnBtonw. 
lected  during  the  years  1899--1901,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sum 
•obtained  during  1901  was  5,070^.  less  than  during  1900,  and 
6,079/.  less  than  1899.  This  decrease  is  not  caused  by  the 
development  of  industries  and  manufactures  within  the  country, 
but  is  due  to  the  decline  in  commerce  and  the  pecuniary  crisis 
before  alluded  to. 

The  mining  in  this  district  is  at  present  exclusively  confined  Mining, 
to  iron  ore,  and  has  during  the  year  been  carried  on  with  an 
-average  number  of  about  3,000  labourers,  the  average  wages  being 
from  58.  to  8*.  per  day  of  eight  working  hours. 

The  quantity  of  ore  brought  down  to  Lulea  during  the  year 
was  1,086,151  tons.  The  mining  is,  however,  somewhat  retarded 
-on  account  of  the  insufficiency  of  rolling-stock  on  the  railways 
•especially  the  want  of  locomotives. 
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Setubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Lule&  durii^  the 
Years  1900-01. 


Qoantitj. 

Articles. 

1900. 

1901. 

Aflphalt^  pacing 

Cwta... 

1,600 

671 

„       roofii^ 

„    •  •        •  • 

431 

821 

Pork 

Tons.. 

86 

163 

Hops 

Cofiee     

Cwts 

166 

2C2 

„    •  •         •  • 

6,511 

2,418 

Tinned  meats 

„    •  •         •  • 

781 

869 

Oila,  mineral 

>»    •  •         •  • 

613 

829 

Fruits,  dried 

811 
1,266 

953 

Potatoes 

Tons.. 

2,807 

Molasses           

Cwts... 

828 

2,621 

Wheatmeal       

Tons  .. 

846 

73 

Oats 

„    .  •         • . 

872 

186 

Machines    (not   steam),   tools 

and  implements 

Valne..        £ 

2,264 

688 

Steamers,  neir 

„    ..        « 

, , 

66,500 

Rails  and  fish-plates    . . 

Tons.. 

4,289 

14,069 

Petroleum         

Gallons 

176,008 

128,385 

Spirits 

»»             •  • 

400 

111 

Coals  and  coke 

Tons  .. 

98,736 

91,492 

Cattle 

Head.. 

98 

288 

Butter 

Cwts... 

1,772 

1,807 

Bgg« 

Score.. 

7,922 

7,406 

Rbtubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Lulei  during  the 
Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 

SUndards     .. 

n               •• 
n              •• 
w               •• 
»               •• 

Tons  .. 

Quantity. 

1900. 

1901. 

Deals  and  battens 

Boards 

„       planed  

Balks  and  square  timber 
Deal  and  board  ends   . . 

Scantlings        

Iron  ore. 

13,888 

5,119 

561 

1,818 

2,763 

596 

1,054,676 

18,207 

8,249 

406 

308 

2,167 

407 

1,090,107 
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Table  showing  Prices  of  the  Current  Dimensions  of  Wood  Goods 
Shipped  from  the  Lule&  District  during  the  Years  1900-01, 
and  also  Prices  obtained  for  First  Open  Water  Shipment, 
1902. 


Unsorted. 

Description. 

« 

1900 

1901 

1902 
(f.o.w.). 

£s. 

d. 

£i  s. 

d. 

£    8.     d. 

3-in.  by  11-in.  red    .. 

Per  sUndard. . 

11  10 

0 

11    0 

0 

11     0    0 

S-in.  by  7-in.  red 

99                 •  • 

10    6 

0 

10  10 

0 

10  10    0 

3-in.  by  8-in.  red      .  • 

n            •  • 

8  10 

0 

8     0 

0 

8     0     0 

3-in.  by  7-in.  red      .. 

»»             •  • 

8     0 

0 

7  16 

0 

7  16     0 

3-m.  by  6-ln.  red      . . 

»             •  • 

7    6 

0 

7     0 

0 

6  15    0 

2.in.  by  6-in.  and  4Hxi.  red.. 

M                   •  • 

6  16 

0 

6    0 

0 

6  10    0 

2-in.  by  4-in.  red      . . 

II                   •  • 

7    0 

0 

6     0 

0 

6  15     0 

li-in.,   IHn.   by  6-in.  and 

4Hn.red 

»»                   •  • 

6  16 

0 

6  16 

0 

6     6     0 

1-in.  by  6-in.  and  4i-in.  red.. 

>»                  •  • 

6  10 

0 

6    0 

0 

6    0    0 

1-in.  by  4-in.  red     .  • 

l»                  •  • 

6     0 

0 

6     0 

0 

4  10     0 

Scantlings 

w              •  • 

6     0 

0 

6    0 

0 

6     0    0 

Stares           

4     0 

0 

2    0 

0 

,, 

Deals  and  batten  ends 

Per&thom   .. 

2  12 

0 

2    0 

0 

2  17    6 

Board-ends,   2-in.   by  5^in., 

4i-in.,  and  4-in 

I*          •  * 

2    7 

6 

1  16 

6 

2    7     6 

Planchette  ends 

tf 

1  17 

6 

1  16 

0 

1  17    6 

Balks 

Per  load       .. 

3    0 

0 

2  10 

0 

1     7    6 

Spars 

»» 

.2  10 

0 

•• 

1     2    0 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of   Lulea  during  the 
Years  1900-01. 


Entered. 


1900. 

1901. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

Swedish 

Norwegian 

Danish 

German 

Spanish 

Finnish 

Belgian 

Italian 

French  

120 

122 

93 

25 

46 

1 

21 

1 

12 

• . 

206,174 

117,467 

127,783 

38,889 

64,877 

2,048 

28,297 

669 

24,443 

96 

121 

96 

6 

66 

10 

1 

6, 
1 

160,816 

149,903 

148,871 

2,684 

98,874 

20,111 

287 

10,716 
1,926 

Total 

440 

600,682 

403 

678,688 
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Cleared. 


1900. 

1901. 

Kationality. 

Number  of 
Teasels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton6. 

British 

Swedish.. 
Norwegian 

Danish 

German 

Fiiiniah  . .         •  •         •  • 

Italian 

S|>anish 

Belgiau 

Freuch  

126 

114 

101 

25 

46 

20 

12 

1 

1 

212,668 

180.967 

187,175 

88,868 

59,957 

25,719 

24,448 

2,048 

659 

100 
150 
104 

65 
10 

157.998 

199,568 

156,120 

4,189 

92,680 

287 

10,716 

20.007 

899 

1,926 

Total 

446 

682,499       j         445 

644,880 

Table  showing  Total  Amount  of  Dues  Collected  at  the  Custom- 
House  of  Lulei  during  the  Years  1899-1901. 


Description  of  Dues. 

Amount 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Custom  duties  for  goods 
Storage  dues    .. 
Loading  dues    . . 
Light  dues 
Sundries 

£      *.    A 

10,714    4    8 

40  18     8 

2,228    7     7 

12,507  18    4 

88     1     7 

£       «.    d. 

10,918    2    1 

62  18     4 

1,759  10     8 

11.789    0    7 

SO  18    6 

£       «.    d, 

7,616    2     5 

81     8     7' 

1,482    0    0 

10,806  11     7 

54    5    7 

Total      .. 

25,519     6     5 

24,510    0    2    1    19,440     3     2 

Hernosand. 


Karigation. 
Shipping. 


British 
shipping. 


Onstoma. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Burchardt  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  navigation  of  this  district  in  1901  commenced  on  April  30, 
and  the  last  vessel  of  the  season  left  on  December  7. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  cleared  from  this  district,  with 
destinations  to  foreign  ports,  was  829,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage 
of  393,537  tons,  as  compared  with  783  vessels,  with  an  aggregate 
tonnage  of  410,699  tons,  for  the  year  1900. 

The  number  oi  British  vessels  cleared  at  the  custom-houses 
of  the  district,  in  the  carrying  trade  of  foreign  countries  and 
British  possessions,  was  21,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  17,704 
tons. 

The  customs  duties  collected  during  1901,  including  Govern- 
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ment  chaxges  for  loading   and    lighthouse   dues,  amounted  to 
21,954t  16s.  3d.,  and  during  1900  to  25,759^  2«.  3d. 

The  exports  to  the  United  ^i]UKbM.£Q2iaiatediia.UfiUal^^ 
cipally  of  wood  goods  according  to  the  following  table : — 


Articles. 


Wood     .. 

Wood-pulp— 
Chemical,  dry 
Mechanical,  dry 


Standatfte 
Tons  .. 


Qoantity. 

1901. 

im. 

58,863 

9,228 
£,374 

56,216 

9,175 
2,180 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1900  I  presumed  that  the  timber  Wood  trade, 
prices  had  reached  their  maximum,  and  that  for  the  smaller 
dimensions  especially  they  would  fall.  This  supposition  was 
justified  by  the  evants  that  followed.  There  was  a  general  fall 
in  the  smaller  din)ensions,  but  the  drop  in  prices,  during  the 
course  of  the  year,  was  considerably  greater  for  th^  smaller 
dimensions  than  for  deals  and  battena  In  faet  ihe  prices  at  a 
certain  tiole  became*  so  low  that  the  exporters  could  not  produce 
the  goods  without  great  loss,  their  calculations  having  been  based 
on  the  prices  they  had  paid  for  their  logs.  For  those  who  had 
previously  bought  their  own  forests  at  cheaper  rates,  the  state 
.of  business  was  somewhat  better. 

In  consequence  of  the  bad  state  of  trade  the  directors  of  the 
Timber  Exporters  Union  arranged  a  meeting  at  Sundsvall  to 
represent  interests  in  the  north  of  Sweden  and  discuss  what  was 

of  proi^uijtion.  At  thi^  meeting  the  exporters  bound  themselves 
to  reduce  their  log  cutting  for  the  year  1902,  some  40  per  cent., 
some  30  per  cent.,  &c.,  making  a  total  reduction  for  the  whole  of 
Sweden,  north  of  Stockholm,  of  at  least  30  per  cent,  of  the  log 
cutting  during  1901.  The  effects  of  this  resolution  resulted  very 
soon  in  a  rise  of  20s.  to  305.  per  standard,  and  the  present  outlook 
of  the  timber  trade  is  fair,  if  prices  will  only  continue  to  keep 

up. 

Prices  for  wood-pulp,  especially  chemical-pulp,  have  been  very  W'ood-pulp. 
low  the  whole  year  round,  and  the  prospects  of  t^heir  rising  are 
not  very  great.  The  scarcity  in  the  water  supply,  nearly  all  oyer 
Sweden,  has  resulted  in  higher  cost  of  production  fojr  those  mill% 
which  generally  use  water-power,  and  now  have  been  obliged  to 
make  arrangements  for  employing  steam-power  instead. 
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SSTURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Hemosand  District 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Quantity. 

ArtielM. 

1900. 

1901. 

Lirestock— 

Hones 

Head., 

108 

64 

Cattle 

ft    *  *         *  • 

476 

988 

A  1^8     ••            ••            ••            •• 

»»    ••         •• 

258 

621 

Pork 

Cwts... 

.    «,042 

6,900 

Batter 

496 
22,810 

722 

CoaU 

Tons  .. 

24  445 

Coflfee 

Cwts 

4,818 

6,188 

Grain— 

Ground,  rye  flour     •  •        •  • 

„    •  •         •  • 

14,470 

9,664 

Data  and  yetchea      •• 

„    ••         •  • 

5»762 

6,046 

Peaa  and  beans 

„    •  •         •  • 

2,656 

821 

Meat 

M        ••                 •• 

2,881 

2,588 

Glauber  salt 

Tons  •• 

1,457 

1,489 

Hops 

Cwts... 

147 

122 

ICaehineiy        

Value..          £ 

1,528 

1,049 

Potatoes 

Tons  ••         •• 

1,456 

1,085 

Oil,  mineral, refined    •• 

»>    •  •        •  • 

1,012 

1,120 

Salt       

Cubic  feet     .. 

14,617 

2,916 

Sulphur •• 

Tons  .  • 

998 

1,081 

Pig-iron 

n      ••            •• 

118 

49 

Betukn  of  all  Shipping  in  the  Hemosand  District  during  the 

Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

KatlonaUty. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

T<m8. 

of 

Tons. 

Yessela. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    •• 

•  • 

•  • 

86 

29,008 

86 

29,003 

Danish    .. 

9 

1,489 

10 

9,294 

19 

10,788 

Dutch     .. 

4 

1,671 

2 

1,279 

6 

2,960 

Finnish  .. 

28 

7,996 

10 

1,771 

88 

9,766 

French    •  •         •  • 

1 

187 

2 

2,496 

8 

2,682 

German  ..         •• 

6 

1,576 

87 

24,144 

48 

26,719 

Austro-Hungarian 

1 

462 

,, 

.. 

1 

462 

Norwegian 
SwedUh  .. 

52 

28,681 

18 

9,981 

66 

88,462 

156 

82,406 

91 

88,671 

246 

71,076 

Belgian  ... 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1,668 

2 

1,668 

Total       .. 

261 

69,805 

208 

118,166 

464 

187,461 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Naiionality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

VeBseU. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Britiiih    .. 

* 

69 

65,969 

69 

55,969 

DanUh 

11 

1,848 

21 

19,106 

32 

2').954 

Dutch 

10 

8»616 

7 

6,971 

17 

10,486 

innish   .. 

25 

9,079 

4 

901 

29 

9,980 

French    . . 

1 

187 

2 

2,495 

8 

2,682 

German  .. 

9 

2,821 

74 

50,159 

83 

52,480 

A  oatraH  angarian 

8 

1,787 

8 

1,787 

Korwegiiiii 

67 

24,466 

41 

27,487 

98       , 

51,943 

SpanUh   .. 

, , 

8  . 

^941 

3 

2,941 

SwccUsh  .. 

849 

71.4^9 

188 

109,239 

487       1 

180,788 

Belgian  .. 

, , 

, , 

4 

3,436 

4       1 

8,436 

Rusfdan   .. 

1 
466 

141 

1 

141 

Total 

114,883 

368 

278,704 

829 

1 

898,587 

SODERHAMN. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Myhre  reports  as  follows : — 

Navigation  opened  on  April  2t),  and  continued  until  December  Navigation. 
22,  when  the  last  steamship  left  Ljusne. 

The  total  number  of  ships  arrived  within  this  district  from  Shipping, 
foreign  ports  amounted  to  199  vessels,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage 
of  118,169  tons,  viz.,  102  steamers  of  87,074  tons,  and  97  sailing 
vessels  of  31,095  tons,  which  shows  no  great  difference  compared 
with  last  year. 

The  total  number  of  ships  which  left  this  district  for  foreign 
ports  consisted  of  320  vessels,  measuring  169,044  tons,  of  which 
165  were  steamers  of  125,247  tons,  and  155  sailing  vessels  of  43,797 
tons,  showing  a  decrease  of  54  vessels  and  36,576  tons  compared 
with  the  preceding  year. 

During  the  year  1901  this  district  was  visited  by  41  British  British 
steamers,  measuring  31,909  tons,  of  which  one  ariived  laden  with  "Wpping. 
coals  from  Sunderland,  25  from  Swedish  ports  with  part  cargoes, 
and  the  rest  in  ballast  from  foreign  ports.  No  British  sailing  ship 
ai-rived.  27  steamers  left  for  the  United  Kingdom,  five  for 
Swedish  ports,  and  the  rest  for  foreign  ports,  all  laden  with  wood. 
Compared  with  1900  there  is  an  increase  of  five  British  steamers 
and  about  2,400  tons. 

The  prices  for  loading  and  discharging  have  this  year  been  very  Stevctiorinf. 
moderate. 

The  custoujs  revenue  for  1901  amounted  to  7,105/.,  against  Customs. 
9,398/.  last  year. 

In  the  district  of  Soderhamn,  amongst  others,  the  following  indastry. 
(42)  c 
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industrial  v/orks  have  been  in  activity  during  1901,  viz.,  13  steam 
sawmills,  2  mechanical  works,  of  which  the  one  is  combined  with 
a  wharf  and  a  large  slip  and  crane  for  building  and  repairing  large 
steamers,  two  chain  smithies,  two  rope  works,  two  paper-pulp 
works,  &c. 

Jmporta.  The  imports  show  an  increase    in  machinery,  molasses,  coal, 

coke,  and  potatoes,  but  a  decrease  in  salt. 

Export.  The  export    shows    the  following  decrease   in  iron: — Ingots, 

44,500  cwts. ;  bar-iron,  15,600  cwts. ;  and  wood-pulp,  20,000  cwts.; 
also,  about  14,800  standards  of  wood. 

The  year  1900  was  in  every  respect  very  favourable  for  the 
wood  and  iron  market,  as  well  as  for  shipowners ;  but  1901 
has  turned  out  very  unfavourably  for  shipowners  and  those  con- 
cerned with  both  the  wood  and  the  iron  trade.  Its  consequences 
will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  several  of  the  smaller  exporters. 


Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Soderhamn  and 
District  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Artieles. 

Quantity. 

Oallons 

Cwts 

1900. 

1901. 

SpiriU,  all  aorta 

Pork 

Manure  . . 

2,299 

J,113 

7,042 

8,170 

215 

826 

482,536 

46,000 

2,404 

282 

1,256,652 

900 

46 

606 

1,700 
1,5U 
8,218 
1,784 
2^8 
2,083 

24,884 

4,830 

387 

1,624,024 

1,545 

185 

Coffee 

Meat 

Machinery 

Pig  and  bar-iron 

Salt        

Molaases 

Grain 

Goal  and  coke 

Wine 

Textiles 

Value            & 

Cwts 

Cubic  feet     .. 

Cwts 

„    •  •         •  • 
Cubic  feet     .  • 
Gallons 
Cwts. , . 

Oils        

Potatoen 

I*     •  •         •  • 

»j     ♦  •         •  • 

425 
4,560 

Kktukn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Soderhamn  and 
District  durincr  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


1900. 


1901. 


Pig-iron Cwts. . .         . .  i 

Ingot* »>    .. 

Bar-iron ,    .. 

Wood-pulp        ,     .. 

Mining  timber .Standards 

Boards,  planed „ 

Deal?,  battens  and  boards       . .  ,, 


400 

708 

87,890 

48,875 

97,922 

82,296 

44,200 

24,883 

8,815 

8,160 

4,960 

6,828 

97,142 

80,621 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Ports  of  Soderhamn  and  District 
during  the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


' 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Namber 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Yeasels. 

•  • 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    .. 

•• 

41 

81,909 

41 

81,909 

Swedish  .. 

48 

1M54 

28 

20,026 

71 

85,480 

Norwegian 

20 

8,871 

9 

9,638 

29 

18.009 

Danish    .. 

10 

1,471 

4 

8,683 

14 

6,104 

Qerman  .. 

1,664 

16 

11,194 

28 

12,848 

Russian   .. 

11 

8,967 

,, 

, , 

11 

8,957 

Dutch      .. 

188 

5 

6,218 

6 

6.406 

Spanish   . .         r»\ 

. , 

, , 

8 

8,522 

8 

8,522 

French     ..         ..* 

•' 

•• 

1 

934 

1 

934 

Total 

97 

31,095 

102 

87,074 

199 

118,169 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Total. 


'  Number 

of      ' 

Vessels.  I 


Tons. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


I  Number  I 
Tons.  of 

1  Vessels.  . 


Tons. 


British    .. 

41 

81,909 

41 

81.909 

Swedish  .. 

104 

28,284 

88 

57,121 

187 

85,405 

Norwegian 

22 

8,243 

12 

10,716 

84 

18,959 

10 

1,471     1 

4 

8,633 

14 

5,104 

Qerman  .. 

7 

1,654     ! 

16 

11,194 

23 

12,848 

Russian    . . 

11 

8,957 

, . 

.. 

11 

8,957 

Dutch      .. 

1 

188 

6 

6,218 

6 

6,406 

Spanish   .. 

, , 

, , 

8 

8,622 

8 

8,522 

French    . . 

•• 

•• 

1 

934 

1 

984 

ToUl 

166 

43,797     , 

165 

125,247 

320 

169,044 

NykOping. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Helander,  junr.,  reports  as  follows : — 
284  vessels  entered   the  ports  of   this  district    from    abroad  Shipping, 
during  1901,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  312,593  tons ;  in  1900, 
317  vessels,  of  292,151  tons.     319  vessels  cleared  for  foreign  ports 
with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  362,639  tons ;  334  vessels,  of  329,116 
tons,  in  1900. 
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British 
shipping. 


OustoniB.  ■ 

No  statistics 
of  different 
nationalities. 
Fort  of 
Ozel^snnd. 


Imports  and 
exports. 


Twelve  British  ship.'?  arrived  within  this  district,  with  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  11,117  tons,  iis  compared  with  16  ships,  of 
20,582  tons,  m  1900.  12  British  ships  cleared,  with  a  tonnage  of 
11,117  tons;  20  ships,  of  20,582  tons,  in  1900. 

The  customs  revenues  for  1901  amounted  to  11,466/.,  and 
during  1900  to  19,086/. 

It  has  not  as  yet  been  possible  to  obtain  from  the  custom- 
house statistics  of  the  shipping  of  each  nationality. 

The  tug  steamer  which  has  been  stationed  at  Oxelosund  by 
the  railway  company  of  Oxelosund,  "  Flen-Vestmanland,"  assists 
all  vessels  free  of  charge  within  the  port,  and  at  a  moderate  fee 
outside. 

The  quays  in  Oxelosund  liave  been  lengthened  225  metres, 
and  steamers  entering  the  port  may  draw  up  to  25  Swedish 
feet. 

All  coasting  steamers  are  now  discharged  at  Oxelosund  by 
means  of  machinery,  bought  by  the  railway  company  in  the  United 
States  of  America.     The  machinery  cost  8,333/. 

The  imports  of  refined  petroleum,  manure,  and  oilcakes,  and 
the  export  of  iron-ore,  compared  with  those  for  the  previous  year, 
show  some  increase,  while  nearly  all  other  imports  and  exports 
have  diminished  greatly. 


liETUUN  pf  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  the  District  of 
Xykoping  during  tlie  Years  1900-01. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

Cwts 

1900.                    1901. 

Cotton 

9,792 

9,011 

Mannre 

„     . .         . . 

88,320 

45,182 

Oilcakes 

#f    •  •         •  • 

23,142 

81,914 

Grain,  nngronnd — 

Wheat           

II     •  •         •  • 

63,986 

67,109 

Rye 

82,625 
83,750 

1,121 

Oats 

11     • "         •  • 

Bran,  wheat 

52,810 

25,681 

Iron — 

" 

PigandbaUast 

»i     •  •         •  • 

46,893 

37,811 

Rails  and  fishplates  . . 

»>     '  •         •  • 

98,181 

48,426 

Railway  materials 

i»     •  • 

1,737 

Locomotires 

Vhlue           £ 

. . 

2,009 

PoUtoes 

Cwts 

38,657 

11,166 

Petroleum,  refined 

„     •  •         • . 

164,614 

170,090 

Coal  and  coke 

Cubic  feet    . . 

5,970,190 

4,623,666 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  District  of 
Nykoping  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 

Cwts. . . 

Quantity. 

1900.                   1901. 

Ore- 
Iron   

Zinc   •« 

10,472,620 
44,801 

199,427 
3,461 
4,820 

•  ■ 

22,343 

1,225 
454 

12,635,659 
4,845 

44,897 
207 

Iron  — 
PigandbaUaat 
Ingou 

M        •  •                  •  • 

Bars 

Scrap 

Ondn,  nngroand— 

Oats 

Hides 

Wood— 

Deals  and  battens    .. 

Boards           

»»        •  •                  •  • 
»#        •  •                  •  • 

Standards      .. 
»»            •  • 

918 
8,717 

82,006 
5,871 

1,100 
114 

Calmar. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Jeansson,  junr.,  reports  as  follows : — 

The  port  was  open  during  the  whole  year  except  February  Navigation, 
and  the  first  half  of  March,  or  about  the  same  as  in  preceding 
years. 

The  total  number  of  ships  that  entered  from  abroad  was  799,  Sliipping. 
with  a  tonnage  of  166,206  tons,  as  compared  with  856,  with  a 
tonnage  of  160,983  tons  in  1900,  being  a  decrease  of  5,229  tons. 

The  total  number  of  British  ships  that  arrived   was  exactly  British 
the  same  as  in   the  preceding  year,  48,  but  with  a  tonngae  of  «Wpping. 
14,359  tons,  as  compared  with  13,055  tons  in  1900. 

The  export  from  this  port  has  been  considerably  reduced  Export, 
during  the  year  owing  to  the  bad  trade  in  wood,  which  is  the 
principal  article  of  export.  Less  than  half  the  quantity  has  been 
exported  in  1901,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  On  the 
other  hand,  oats  have  again  become  an  article  of  export  owing 
to  the  good  crop  which  was  harvested  in  this  district  last  year. 

Imports  do  not  differ  much  from  those  of  the  preceding  year.  Imports, 
with  the  exception  of  coals,  which  were  8,000  tons  less  than  in 
1900.     The  cause  of  this  is  probably  not  so  much  reduced  con- 
sumption as  the  circumstance  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
there  were  large  stocks  in  hand,  and  very  small  stocks  at  the  end. 

The  custom-house  revenue  amounted  to  74,422Z.,  as  compared  Customs, 
with  77,865/.  in  1900. 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Calmar  duriug  the 

Year  1901. 


Articles. 

Fresh  fish 

„      fniits 
Machines. . 
Wood-pulp 
Oats 

Balks       .. 
Spars 
Pit- props. . 
Deals 
Boards    . . 
Matches  . . 


Quantity. 


Tons  .. 

Value 
Tons  .. 

Cubic  metres 


Tons 


36 

51 

697 

69 

2,928 

2,817 

11,362 

22,409 

14,496 

21,763 

222 


Rbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Calmar  during  the 

Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Herrings,  salted Tons 

Cod-fish „ 

Pork        j       „ 

Manure   . .  . .         . .         . .  I       „ 

Hides 
Cofiee 
Bran 

Meat „     , 

Machines Value 

Oilcakes  .  •         . .         . .         . . !  Tons  . 

Petroleum 
Paper 


.1 


Paddy 

Potatoes 

Salt 

Syrup 

Wheat 

Kye 

Coals 

Tobacco 

Wine 


Quantity. 

649 

54 

103 

6,2i8 

69 

880 

800 

16 

10,516 

2,607 

746 

2 

3,952 

268 

8,402 

76 

17,149 

8,796 

17,209 

74 

51 
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REXattN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Calmar  during  the 

Year  1900. 

Entered. 


St 
Number 

earn. 

Railing. 

T< 

9tal. 

Nationaliiy. 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of                TOUB. 

Veeiiels. 

Yes^elg. 

VenslB.    . 

Duniah     .. 

104 

84,277 

212 

16,088 

816 

60,865 

Belgiaa   .. 

1 

881 

, . 

1 

831 

British     .. 

6 

8,617 

42 

10,842 

48             14,859 

French 

3 

1,692 

8 

841 

6               2,688 

Duteh 

1 

246 

69 

2                  814 

Norwegian 

87 

16,566 

169 

40       1      16,735 

Indian     . . 

1 

2,124 

, , 

1               2.124 

American 

2 

4,844 

, , 

, . 

2               4,844 

Portngaese 

•• 

299 

1                  299 

Rosaian    .. 

11 

4,427 

406 

16              4,888 

Bpaoiah  .. 

1 

782 

143 

2                 925 

German  .. 

146 

68,007 

218 

16,087 

864 

69,044 

Totol       .. 

818 

181,812 

486 

44,894 

799 

166,206 

Nationality. 


Cleared. 


Steam. 


Number  I 

of 
Yeflsela.  I 


Tons. 


Sailing. 


Number 

of 
Yewela. 


Ton& 


ToUl. 


Number  i 

of      I      Tons. 
YeflselB. 


Belgian  .. 

1 

424 

1- 

424 

Daniah    .. 

8 

784 

97 

6,850 

100 

7,184 

BriUBh    .. 

16 

10,822 

68 

18,722 

79 

24,044 

French    . . 

8 

1,888 

2 

864 

5 

1,702 

Italian    .. 

, . 

,, 

1 

584 

1 

684 

RuBiian    . .          •  • 

10 

4,717 

8 

811 

18 

6,028 

German  .. 

104 

41,688 

166 

12,540 

269 

54,123 

Total       •. 

187 

69,168 

881 

88,821 

468 

92,989 

SUNDSYALL. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  C.  Bredenbei-g  reports  a^  follows : — 
The  naYigation  opened  on  April  29,  when  the  first  steamer  Navigation. 
arriYod.     The  last  sailing  ship  sailed  on  Decern  bei   11,  bound  for 
Cape  Town.    The  last  steamer,  a  German,  entered  December  27, 
but  was  frozen  in  with  a  cargo  of  wood-pulp  on  board. 
Three  sailing  vessels  laid  up  here  during  the  winter. 
(42)  c  4 
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Skipping.  Of   British  vessels   loading   here  during   the  year,   51    were 

steamers,  of  48,007  register  tons,  and  one,  a  sailing  ship,  of  1,772 
register  tons,  compared  with  60  vessels,  of  49,312  register  tons,  in 
the  year  1900. 

482  steamers,  of  363,143  tons,  and  449  sailing  vessels,  of 
152,747  tons,  altogether  931  vessels,  of  515,890  register  tons, 
cleared  for  foreign  ports  during  the  year. 

Wood.  The  export  of  wood  has  been  larger  than  in  the  previous  year, 

as  shown  in. the  table. 


Return  of    Principal   Articles  of    Export  from  Sundsvall 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Fisb,  salt,  herring 

Implements  and  machiner}'    . .  ' 

Wood-pulp 

„  wet 

Iron — 
Pig  and  ballast 
Bar-iron         

Wood- 
Round  tim  ber,  mast  and  poles 
Square  timber  abd  balks 
Mining  poled 
Denis  and  battens    . . 
Boards 

„      planed 
Firewood 


Tons  . 
Value 
Tons  . 


Standards 


£^ 


1900. 


Quantity. 

i 


1901. 


587 

520 

112 

988 

5,623 

8.776 

20,381 

20,9i8 

4,194 

5,741 

598 

12 

4,082 

4,260 

7.342 

6,829 

19,194 

16,242 

02,988 

87,912 

52,122 

41.811 

87,732 

43,996 

20,603 

26,128 

KfiTUKN    of   Principal   Articles   of  Import  into    Sundsvall 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Manure  ..  .. 

Coffee 

Syrup 

Wheatmeal 

Implemeuts  and  machinery 

Iron — 
Fig  and  ballast  iron.  • 
Bails 


Quantity. 


1900. 


Tons  . 

n      • 

ViJue' 
Tons  . 


1,230 

1,876 

1,270 

888 

12,271 

629 
165 


1901. 


2,888 

2,888 

1.751 

798 

18,000 

875 
2,279 
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Kkturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Sundsvall  and  District 
during  the  Year  1901. 


Steam. 

Sal 
Namber 

tin-. 

Total. 

Natiooalitj. 

Number 

Namber 

of 

Tons. 

of      j 

Tona 

of 

Tona. 

Veflsels. 

Vessels. 

i 

Vessels. 
486 

_     

Swedish  .. 

isr 

160,709 

261 

66,885 

216,044 

Norwegian 

60 

45,814 

97 

55,319 

157 

101,188 

Daniah    .. 

88 

17,843 

38 

4,568 

61 

22,896 

Dutch      . . 

10 

10.484 

7 

1,834 

17 

12,318 

Finnish    . . 

58 

9,360 

,       83 

14,688 

86 

23,898 

Spanish   .. 

14 

16,867 

• .        1 

14 

15,867 

British    .. 

51 

48,007 

i         1 

1,772 

52 

49,770 

German  .. 

78 

54,105 

1       ^1       ' 

6,610 

89 

69,616 

French    . . 

6 

8,841 

i      ^     : 

628 

10 

8,969 

Belgian   .. 

2 

1,318 

, , 

. , 

2 

1,318 

Austro-Hungarian 

1 

1,296 

1 

820 

2 

1,616 

Russian  .. 

.. 

2       , 

488 

2 

438 

Italian     .. 

•• 

4 

2,506 

4 

2,606 

Total 

482 

868,143 

449 

162,747 

981 

516,890 

„     1900  .. 

514 

891,052 

519 

168,448 

1,083 

559,500 

OSCAHSHAMN. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Wingreu  reports  as  follows: — 

The  port  closed  about  the  end  of  February  and  reopened 
April  6. 

Tlie  import  from  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  about  l;j,500 
tons  of  coal  and  coke,  and  the  export  to  the  United  Kingdom  con- 
sisted of  battens,  scantlings,  and  laths,  about  25,000  standards, 
and  pit-props,  about  12,000  standards.  The  prices  for  .sawn  wood, 
as  well  as  for  pit  wood,  were  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  satis- 
factory, but  have  gradually  been  falling,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  ruled  very  low.  The  same  can  be  said  about  the  freights,  as 
well  for  coals  as  for  wood. 

Three  British  vessels  liave  visited  the  port,  whereof  one  has 
been  under  average  for  repairs. 
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Retl  KN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Oscarshamn  during 
the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Fish,  fresh         Tons  . . 

Oats,  unground . .  »>     •  • 

Palp,  mechanical,  wet . .         . . ,      »,     . . 
„  diy , .         . .  j      „     . . 

Granite,  unpolished      ..         ..  Value 
„      polished                     .,  ;      „ 

Joinery  . .  ,       „ 

Wood  goods I  Standards 


Quantity. 


1900. 


1901. 


"!i 

20 

00 
241 

..1 

441 

800 

1 

70 

96 

£ 

2,611 

8,841 

£ 

17,90« 

16,686 

£- 

19,122 

28,884 

87,074 

Return  of   Principal  Articles  of   Import  to  Oscarshamn  during 
the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Wine  and  spirits 
Herrings,  salted 
Manure  not  specified    . . 
Saperphosphate 

Skins 

Coffee 

MachiDer}'  ..  .. 
Metal,  iron,  and  steel  . . 
Mineral  oils 

Salt        

Coal  and  coke   .. 
Raw  tobacco 


Gallons 
Tons  .. 


Value. 
Tons  . 


Cubic  feet 
Tons  .. 


Quantity. 


1900. 


1,718 

615 

2,638 

179 

92 

109 

1,517 

1,487 

1,146 

1£,491 

16,560 

95 


1901. 


2,555 

790 

4,867 

676 

187 

122 

),692 

869 

953 

54,29  ( 

18,565 

100 


NorrkOping. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Enhomincr  reports  as  follows  : — 
Trade  during  1901  was  very  dull.  The  numerous  cotton 
and  woollen  factories  have  not  been  working  daily,  or  the 
number  of  working  hours  have  been  greatly  reduced,  the  import 
of  cotton  having  been  much  less  than  usual.  Although  most  of 
the  mills  are  worked  by  water-power,  yet  considerable  quantities 
of  coal  are  used,  the  import  of  which  has  been  less  than  before, 
when  the  mills  were  going  from  6  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 

As  a  rule  20  to  30  steamers  with  cargoes  of  oats  are  sent 
to  the  United  Kingdom  from  this  port,  but  owing  to  inferior 
harvest  there  were  only  10  to  12  steamers  in  1901. 
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Bbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Nonkoping  during 
the  Year  1901. 


Artieles. 

Cotton 

spirits 

Beans      

Herrings 

Bacon 

Tons  . , 
Litres 
Tons  .. 
„     •  •         •  • 

Quantity. 

2,486 

88,982 

864 

946 

1,616 

Manure 

Hemp 

Resin 

Skins 

Coffee 

Bran        

Machinery          

Pig-iron 

Iron         

OUs          

>»     •  •         •  • 
„     •  •         •  • 
»f     •  •         •  • 

Value"         £ 
Tons  .. 

n      •  •             •  • 

16,888 

81 

492 

147 

1,286 

4,088 

81»469 

982 

1,197 

780 

Paper      

186 

Soda        

1,444 

Salt          

31 

Sugar  and  syrup 

Wheat 

„      flour         

Coke  and  coal 

Tar          

Wool 

ft      «  •             t  • 
1*       •  •             •  • 
t»       •  •             •  • 
„       .  .             •  • 

1,783 

6,797 

184 

71,862 

686 

668 

Tobacco 

»i       •  •             •  • 

191 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Norrkoping  during 

the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 

Tons  . . 
Value.. 
Tons  .. 

■  • 
£ 

Quantity. 

Skins 

Machinery          

Pig-iron 

Iron                    ..         ••         •• 

14 

2,610 

61 

6,668 

Paper      

Wood-Duln         . .         . . 

n      •• 

9,188 
1,081 

Wood  .^    .:    .:    .. 

Oats        

Dross  of  iron 

Standards 
Tons  .. 

... 

25,681 
8,629 
1,760 
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OKNSKOLDSVIK. 


Ornskoldsvik. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Ohngreii  reports  as  follows : — 

The  navigation  of  this  district  commenced  on  May  3,  and  the 
last  vessel  left  on  December  3. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  that  cleared  from  this  district  for 
foreign  ports  was  269,  of  which  151  were  Swedish,  42  Nor- 
wegian, 22  Danish,  19  British,  17  German,  five  Finnish,  four 
Dutch,  four  Spanish,  two  Italian,  two  French,  and  one  Austro- 
Hungarian. 

The  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  consisted  principally  of 
wood  goods  of  different  kinds. 

Exports  as  well  as  imports  were  reduced  during  the  year  1901 
as  compared  with  1900. 

It  has  been  decided  to  build  two  wood-pulp  milk  in  this 
district. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Ornskoldsvik  during 

the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 

Tons  .. 

II    •  •         •  • 

Value            £ 

Tons  .. 

>>     •  •          •  • 

»i     •  •          •  • 

QoantitT. 

Pork        

Coffee 

Machioer}'          

Molasses 

Corn        

Plams 

R&ifuns     . . 

87 

eo7 

250 
258 

13 
7 

24 

I'll 

»»     •  •         •  • 

16 

76 

1,157 

Coal         

Potatoes 

M        •  •                  •  • 

,,         •  •                  •  • 

27,832 
144 

Ekturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Ornskoldsvik 
during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Deals  and  battens 

Boards 

Props 

Staves  and  ribs 

Timber  and  span* 

Split  wood  . . 

Firewood     .  • 


Qnantity. 


Standards. 

22,700 

20,748 

2,857 

1,228 

940 

4,561 

457 
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Island  of 


Oland. 


Mr.  Vice-consul  Matthiesen  reports  as  follows : — 

Population  about  32,000  persons.  PopuUtion. 

The  products  are  cement  (about  22,000  tons),  quicklime  (about  P''oduct«. 
3,000  tons),  and  smaller  quantities  of  alum,  vitriol,  &3. 

About  6,300  tons  of  gas  coal  were  imported.  Import. 

Hay  and  straw  harvests  have  been  up  to  average,  and  cereals  Harvest 
middling. 

The    expoi'ts    are   horses,   cattle,    game,    fish,    worked    lime-  Export* 
stone,  &c. 


HUDIKSVALL. 

Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Hudiksvall  during 
the  Years   1901-1900. 


Articlea. 

Quantity. 

Cwts 

1901. 

1900. 

Pork 

2,519 

2,237 

Coffee 

»    •  • 

3,910 

1,529 

0il8,  mineral 

„    •  •         •  • 

14,298 

12,063 

Plour,  wheat  and  rye  . . 

895 

925 

Tobacco 

2,980 

2,047 

39,834 

1,815 

Syrup                . .         .  • 

" 

345 

Manore  .. 

,•     •  •         » • 

20,642 

Iron  and  steel,  pig  and  ballast 

945 

60 

Oats 

„    •  •         •  • 

2,492 

Beann 

382 

631 

Malt 

852 

320 

Potatoes 

„    •  •         .  • 

452    ' 

3,747 

Grain,  rice  and  barley . , 

it    •^         •  • 

150 

220 

Sulphur 

II    •  • 

10,020 

14,000 

Machinery        

Value            £ 

2,907 

580 

Coal  and  coke 

Cubic  feet     . . 

556,285 

688,090 

Salt        

»»            •  • 

49,360 

19,083 

Wine  and  spirits 

Gallons 

1,076 

1,378 
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HUDIKSVALL. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Hudiksvall  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Qunmy 

Article?. 

1 

1 

1901. 

1900. 

Deals,  battens  and  boards       . . '  Standardn 

24,564 

89,680 

Floorings 

•  •            „ 

18,209 

10,680 

fioond  timber   . . 

•         •  •            fi            • 

2,178 

2,135 

Firewood 

•         •  •            »i            • 

2,007 

4.714 

Pit-props 

•         •  •            »»            • 

7,406 

14,040 

Staves  and  lathwood    . 

•         •  •            If            • 

706 

420 

Balks  and  spars 

•         •  •            f»            • 

27,848 

17,122 

Telegraph  poles 

•         •«            )f            . 

142        ; 

254 

Iron  and  steel   . . 

..    Tons  .. 

6,117         ' 

7,186 

Wood-pulp 

2,665 

4,887 

Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at   the  Port  of   Hudiksvall  during  the 

Year  1901. 

Entered  and  Cleared. 


SaUing. 


Steam. 


Total. 


Nationality. 


British  .. 

Swedish  .. 
Norwegian 
Danish 

German  .. 

Russian  . . 

Spanish  . . 
Dutch 
Italian 

Total 


Number  I 

I       of      > 
YessehL  I 


I 


Tons. 


Number ; 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons, 


Number 

of 
Yeoels. 


Tons. 


1 

1,661 

12 

14,128 

18 

15,784 

61 

18,834 

85 

78.875 

146 

92,209 

18 

8,283 

16 

16,565 

84 

24,848 

10 

1,758 

9 

16,274 

19 

18.082 

8 

282 

17 

11,265 

20 

11,647 

6 

8,258 

1 

2,948 

7 

6,206 

•  • 

2 

8,829 

S 

8,829 

1 

261 

2 

1,486 

8 

1,787 

1 

729 

•• 

•• 

1 

729 

'     101 

80,056 

144 

144,865 

245 

174,421 
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Skellefi^ea. 

Rktukn  of  Priucipal  Articles  of  Import  to  Skellettea  during 
the  Year  1901. 


Articlea 

Quantity. 

Coffee          

Iron . .         .  •                     . . 

Cwts. 

197 

8,853 

8,905 

OatB 

Bye 

19,142 

Eeturn  ot  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Skellettei  during 
the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Square  timber  and  balks 
Deals  and  battens         .  • 

Boards 

Deals  and  board  ends    . . 


Loads.. 
Standards 


Quantity. 

..'         27,675 
. .  I         86,000 
. .  I         16,C5 
4,905 


Ketukn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  SkellefteS  during  the 

Year  1901. 

Entered. 


St 

earn. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tona 

Vewels. 

Vessels. 

Vessela 

British     .. 

8 

9,088 

•  • 

8 

9,088 

Swedish  .. 

10 

4,998 

49 

12,785 

59 

17,788 

Norwegian 

7 

4,788 

19 

10,788 

26 

15,526 

Danish     .. 

8 

2,798 

15 

2,871 

18 

5,164 

Qerman  .. 

9 

5,884 

1 

215 

10 

6,049 

French    . . 

2 

2,026 

. , 

2 

2,026 

Dutch      . . 

2 

1,202 

4 

1,084 

6 

2,286 

Finnish    .. 

•• 

1 

14 

8,294 

14 

8,294 

Total       •. 

41 

80,679 

102 

80,437 

148 

61,116 

Digitized  by 


Google 


48 

SKELLEFTEA. 

Cleared. 

Steam. 

1 

Sailing. 

1              T 
1  Nnmber 

otal. 

Nationality. 

i  Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

'  Yessels. 

i 

Vessels. 

VesaelB. 

Britiah     .. 

22 

21,468 

!      22 

21,468 

Swedish  .. 

60 

57,302 

77 

20,697 

1     187 

77,999 

Norwegian 

14 

10,322 

27 

12,828 

*1 

22,64r» 

Danish    . . 

4 

8,800 

16 

3,522 

20 

7,822 

German  .. 

17 

11,622 

5 

1,582 

22       I 

18,154 

French     . . 

2 

2,848 

. , 

2       • 

2,848 

Spanish   .• 

7 

«,867 

.. 

. . 

7 

6,857 

Ditch      .. 

1 

601 

4 

1,084 

5 

1,685 

Finnish   .. 

•• 

*  * 

17 

8,464 

1       '' 

8,464 

Total       .. 

;    127 

114,820 

146 

42.622 

;     278 

157.442 

WiSBY. 

fiETURN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of   Wisbv  during  the 
^  Year  1901. 
Entered. 


* 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

T 

Number 

of 
Vesiiels. 

1 

224 

18 

64 

otal 

Nationality. 

British     .. 
Swedish  .. 
Norwegian 
Other  nationalities 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

____ 

142 

5 

30 

Tons'. 

13,564 

837 

2,012 

Nun»ber 

of 
Vessels. 

1 
82 

8 
24 

Tons. 



'460 

17,672 

8,766 

6.212 

Tons. 

460 

31.186 

4,608 

8,224 

Total 
„     1900.. 

177 
186 

16,413 
17.719 

115 
95 

28,010 
29,642 

292 

281 

44,423 
47,861 

CrJiARED. 

Sa 

Numlier 

of 
Vessels. 

iling. 
Tons. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British     .. 
Swedish  .. 
Norwegian 
Other  nationalities 

147 
3 

89 

12.788 

8s6 

2,827 

1 
68 

7 
27 

103 
86 

460 

14.011 

8,696 

7,C22 

2.^689 
28,4i2 

1 
216 
10     . 
66 

292 
276 

460 

26.7P9 

4,482 

9,949 

Total 
„     1900  .. 

189 
190 

16,001 
14,61  i 

41,690 
43.058 

(75    6  I  02— H  &  8    42) 
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Report  a/I  the  Trade  and  CotMnerce  of  the  Comvlar  District  of 
Gothenburg  for  the  Year  1901 

By  Mr.  Consul  Duff. 

(ReoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  July  21, 1902.) 

It  is  generally  acknowledged  that  future  prospects  bear  an  Tnde 
unfavourable  aspect.     In  this  country  the  industrial  depression  gencnOlj. 
has  not  as  yet  been  felt  to  any  laige  extent ;  traces  thereof,  how- 
eyev,  have  l>een  apparent  and  its  influence  has  already  been  felt  in 
the  labour  market. 

In  the  timber  trade  a  large  reduction  has  taken  place, 
which  has  already  caused  the  discharge  of  a  number  of  hands, 
and  a  reduction  of  wages  of  from  10  to  30  per  cent.  In 
the  textile  industry  affairs  have  long  been  depressed.  The  work- 
men of  the  mechanical  establishments  and  joinery  factories  have 
had  to  submit  to  shortened  hours,  and  consequently  a  decrease 
in  wages.  In  Gothenburg  the  builders'  trade  is  especially  suffering 
from  serious  depression,  and  in  connection  therewith  many  other 
industries. 

The  heavy  intei-est  on  money,  which  proved  an  obstacle  to 
industrial  enterprise  and  commercial  activity,  has  in  some  degree 
been  relieved  during  the  year.  The  commercial  world,  however, 
is  still  in  need  of  money  at  easier  rates. 

The  year's  crop  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  being  above  the 
average. 

From  an  economic  point  of  view  the  year  can  scarcely  be  said 
to  have  been  one  of  prosperity. 

Last  year  was  not  conspicuous  for  any  important  changes  Exports, 
in  the  butter  trade.  During  the  first  six  months  enquiries  Batter. 
were  very  limited.^  August  to  October,  as  is  usual  at  this 
time,  offered  a  good  market  and  a  very  lively  demand,  and 
the  year's  export  being  exceptionally  small  it  did  not  suffice 
to  supply  requirements.  Several  dairies,  which  are  in  the 
habit  of  exporting  their  produce,  sold  during  these  months  to 
Stockholm  and  the  northern  parts  of  the  country,  where  prices 
ruled  higher  thnn  for  export.  During  November  the  market 
declined  owing  to  too  high  prices  being  demanded,  while  the 
supply  increased. 
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4  GOTHKWBURG. 

The  entire  export  from  .  Sweden  amounted  to  18,775  tons, 
against  19,173  tons  in  the  year  1900,  thus  showing  a  decrease  of 
about  2  per  cent. 

Gnaite.  Granite  has  recently  become  an  important  article  of  export  to 

the  United  Kingdom,  and  exporters  are  very  eager  to  open  trans- 
actions with  British  firms,  from  whom,  they  say,  they  obtain  better 
prices  and  meet  greater  promptness  in  business  than  from  others. 

Iron.  The  export  of  iron  from   Sweden  during  the  past  year  was 

influenced  by  the  general  decrease  in  the  demand  for  iron  goods 
in  the  European  market,  and  did  not  share  in  the  briskness,  higher 
prices  and  firmer  tendency  of  the  American  market. 

Added  to  this  came  the  exceptional  scarcity  of  water,  which 
forcibly  caused  a  large  reduction  in  the  output,  a  circumstance, 
however,  which  was  not  looked  upon  as  such  a  very  serious  dis- 
advantage considering  the  ruling  state  of  the  market. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  there  were  100  blast  furnaces,  243 
forges,  15  Bessemer  and  42  Martin  furnaces  in  operation. 

Wood.  The  year  just  elapsed  has  been  rich  in  sui-prises,  and  will 

not  soon  be  forgotten  by  those  engaged  in  the  wood  trade.  The 
immediately  preceding  years  offered  both  exporters  and  importers 
opportunities  of  doing  good  business,  while  on  the  other  hand  last 
year  has  but  exposed  both  parties  to  serious  losses.  During  the 
period  from  February  to  the  end  of  August  prices  incessantly 
declined  week  by  week,  and  the  fall  was  so  complete  that  no 
foresight  could  prevent  the  considerable  losses  which  were  incurred 
on  the  major  portion  of  stocks  accumulated,  and  which  made  tins 
year  more  remarkable  than  the  memorable  year  1879.  While 
particularly  extensive  sales  of  timber  were  made  during  the  earlier 
part  of  1900  for  shipment  in  the  spring  following,  a  very  small 
portion  only  had  obtained  buyers  at  the  commencement  of  last 
year.  Added  to  this  came  the  fact  that  stocks  at  the  export 
centres  were  largely  on  hand  with  the  importers ;  apprehensions 
as  to  the  future  were  certainly  felt,  but  the  confidence  derived 
from  the  foregoing  advantageous  years,  accompanied  by  rising 
valuer,  perhaps  caused  the  position  of  affairs  to  be  looked  upon 
with  less  apprehension.  The  first  actual  fall  in  prices  took  place 
in  February,  when  lai^e  lots  of  2  by  4-inch  and  other  2-inch 
dimensions  were  disposed  of  to  London,  but  the  reduction  in  price 
then  made  was  found  to  be  altogether  inadequate,  for  already 
during  the  second  quarter  this  had  reached  IL  10s.  to  21.,  which, 
however  serious  and  unfortunate  alike  to  sellers  and  buyers,  may 
be  looked  upon  as  warrantable,  as  large  stocks  remained  on  the 
hands  both  of  exporters  and  importers.  Towards  the  end  of 
October  and  beginning  of  November  an  improvement  took  place, 
and  certain  sales  were  concluded  at  from  1/.  to  1/.  10s.  in  excess  of 
those  ruling  in  July  and  August 

Wood*pQlp,  Chemical  WQod-pulp,  especially,  sulphite,  seriously  affected  by 

increased  production  and  the  depressed  condition  of  the  paper 
market,  has  been  plaxsed  in  an  unfavourable  position  with  decmung 
prices  during  the  past  year.  In  the  month  of  October  f^his  falling 
tendency  seems  to  have  reached  its  limit,  and  in  course  of  the 
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last  month  of  the  year  a  somewhat  improved  tone  predominated. 
In  Older  to  ameliorate  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  market^ 
meetings  of  representatives  of  cellulose  manufacturers  in  Scan- 
dinavia, Grermany  and  Austria-Hungary  have  been  held  at  Grothen- 
burg  and  Berlin,  at  which  it  has  been  decided  to  endeavour  to 
bring  about  a  general  limitation  oi  the  production,  and  in  this 
manner  to  effect  a  balance  between  supply  and  consumption. 

The  prices  of  sulphite  and  sulphate,  of  good  brands,  which, 
during  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  were  8i.  6$.  8d.  to  8/.  16s.  9d,, 
did  not  exceed  at  the  close  of  the  year  6/.  11^.  Ad.  to  72.  28.  Id. 
per  ton  f.o.b.  Swedish  port. 

Mechanical  wood-pulp  was  in  extraordinary  favour  during  the  ^^*^^{^ 
early  part  of  the  year,  and  maintained  its  position  through  the  ™*'****"^ 
winter  and  spring ;  later,  however,  prices  became  weaker  in  con«- 
sequence  of  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  paper  market.  In  the 
course  of  the  summer  the  severe  drought  occasioned  a  change  iu 
the  market,  owing  to  diminished  production,  which  raised  a  lively 
demand  and  suddenly  dix)ve  prices  to  a  maximum,  the  year  closing 
with  a  steady  market  and  a  large  portion  of  this  year's  production 
already  disposed  of  at  very  favourable  prices.  The  intense  dryness 
of  the  summer  and  autumn  has  naturally  had  a  detrimental 
influence  on  the  working  of  these  mills,  and  some  factories  were 
even  compelled  to  suspend  work  altogether ;  speaking  generally, 
however,  an  improved  market  has  been  obtained,  and  prices  will 
probably  make  good  the  loss  due  to  the  decrease  in  productiou. 

The  prices  of  mechanical  wood-pulp  were,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  5/.  10s.  Id.  to  6L  13&  4d.  per  ton  for  dry  and 
2/;  10^.  to  SL  6s.  8d.  for  wet,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year  they 
did  not  exceed  U  3s.  4d.  to  41.  lis.  6d.  for  dry  and  21.  2s.  Sd.  to 
21.  4s.  6d.  for  wet  f.o.b.  Swedish  port 

The  sudden  rise  in  the  coal  market  that  Dook  place  in  1900  imporu. 
was  of  such  an  exceptional  character  that,  to  find  a  parallel,  it  is  Ooal. . 
necessary  to  go  back  as  far  as  the  early  seventies.  After  a 
similar  rise  it  was  natural  to  expect  a  ro-action  in  the  coiirse  of 
the  year  following,  and  this  certainly  came,  but  not  to  the  extent 
expected,  and  very  high  prices  continued  to  predominate  over 
1901.  In  the  course  of  the  year  coals  were  imported  from  the 
United  States  of  America  and  Canada.  Their  introduction  was 
made  possible  in  the  first  place  by  the  high  prices  that  ruled,  and 
by  the  low  rates  of  freight  from  the  west  to  the  east 

As  regards  the  coffee  market  especially  it  is  to  be  noted  that  a  Oollbe. 
large  portion  of  the  import  consists  of  Santos  coffee,  which  has  been 
mechanically  polished,  a  procedure  which  naturally  increases  the 
cost  of  the  article.  The  importation  of  coffee  to  Gothenburg 
in  1901  was  8,738  tons,  against  7,520  tons  in  1900,  the  increase 
being  ascribed  to  the  shortly  expected  raising  of  the  import  duty 
on  this  article. 

The  import  of  iron  for  shipbuilding  and  other  purposes  vi&  Inm. 
Gothenburg  has  been  very  lively  during  the  year.    Hitherto  this 
import  has  mainly  consisted  of  British  manufacture,  but  last  year 
a  considerable  amount  came  from  Germany. 

(160)  ▲  3 
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Prices,  which  in  the  course  of  the  year  have  been  depressed 
and  uncertain,  showed  a  firmer  aspect  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
and  British  pig  iron  had  a  rising  tendency. 

Lubricating  The  prices  of  lubricating  oils  last  year  principally  showed 

®***'  a  yielding  tendency,  especially  as  regards  llussian  oil.    It  is 

possible  Siat  the  immense  supply  of  oil  in  Texas  had  some 
influence  on  the  reduction  in  price. 

Galidan  oil,  which  was  imported  last  year,  has  not  obtained 
any  footing,  as  it  is  unable  to  compete  with  the  American  oil 
in  price  and  is  inferior  in  quality.  Quotations  of  such  low 
figures  for  mineral  oils  as  the  present  are  without  precedent 
since  the  first  introduction  of  such  oil  in  the  market. 

The  price  of  olive  oil  has  been  very  firm  throughout  the  whole 
year  up  to  its  close,  and  the  import  into  Sweden  of  this  oil  has 
principally  taken  place  from  the  Levant.  During  the  last  months 
reduc^  quotations  were  introduced  from  Spain  as  well  as  France 
and  excluded  the  Levantine  oil,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  these 
countries  would  retain  their  market  for  the  immediate  future. 

In  rape  as  well  as  animal  oils  prices  have  remained  high  and 
firm,  the  former,  however,  declining  somewhat  towards  the  close 
of  the  year.  The  consumption  of  these  oils  for  lubricating  pur- 
poses is  not  very  lai'ge.  The  import,  which  in  1900  amounted  to 
6,666  tons,  rose  in  1901  to  7,594  tons.  This  very  large  inci'ease 
in  the  article  "  fat  oils  of  all  kinds  "  was  caused  by  the  import 
necessary  to  supply  the  requirements  of  the  margarine  factories, 
and  iias  no  connection  with  the  import  of  lubricating  or  lighting 
oils. 

Wool  At  the  close  of  the  year  1900  it  was  prophesied  that  the  prices 

of  wool,  which  had  steadily  been  declining  throughout  the  year,  had 
reached  their  minimum,  and  there  also  existed  very  good  reasons 
for  such  supposition.  Above  all  it  was  anticipated  that  consump- 
tion, which  for  a  considerable  period  had  been  exceptionally  small, 
must  increase  and  the  demand  attain  larger  dimensions.  Con- 
trary, however,  to  all  expectation,  it  turned  out  that  there  was 
still  room  for  a  further  fall  in  quotations.  It  was,  however, 
chiefly  the  article  of  medium  q?iality  that  was  subject  to  these 
changes,  while  quotations  for  superior  kinds  of  British  wool 
have  been  able  to  hold  their  position.  The  prices  of  these 
latter  kinds  were  not  only  maintained  but  gradually  rose,  slightly 
fluctuating  from  the  first  part  of  January  to  December,  by 
about  Id.  per  lb.  As  has  been  said  prices  remained  at  a  hitherto 
almost  unheard  of  low  level,  and  although  spinners  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  were  very  well  employed,  it  was  not 
until  the  very  last  period  of  the  year  that  a  more  decided 
improvement  took  place. 

Shipping^.  The  freight  market  of  1901  dees  not  present  an  encouraging 

picture. 

The  depression  ruling  almoi^t  everywhere  placed  a  serious 
barrier  against  speculation,  and  the  incessant  and  alarmingly 
increasing  amount  of  tonnage  tended  further  to  render  matters 
worse.     It  was  only  unwillingly  that  owners  had  •  recourse  to 
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laying  up  theii-  vessels  in  order  to  improve  the  market.  With 
the  majority  money  was  plentiful,  and  hopes  of  improvement 
towards  autumn  prevailed. 

The  indififerent  freights  have  proved  to  many  owners  the  un-. 
certainty  of  a  continuation  of  good  profits.  It  was  high  timQ 
that  speculation  in  both  new  and  second-hand  steamers  received  a  ,  - 

check  causing  a  reduction  of  prices  that  had  risen  to  an  exorbitant  

height.  Caution  had  been  forgotten,  both  as  regards  what  wa^ 
paid  for  tonnage,  as  well  as  the  employment  of  surplus.  The 
newly  awakened  interest  in  the  shipping  trade  has  experi- 
enced a  danger  inasmuch  as  enormous  dividends  have  been 
declared  without  adequate  reserve  funds  having  been  set  apart  to 
meet  possible  losses.  This  will  engender  distrust  and  might  have 
been  avoided  with  a  little  foresight. 

The  past  year  appears  to  have  been  one  of  less  activity  in  Marine 
marine  insurance,  that  is  to  say,  the  amount  of  premiums  shows  *°*°'*°**- 
a  decrease  when  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  As  regards 
losses,  however,  the  same  observation  cannot  unfortunately  be 
applied.  The  general  impression  is  that  the  weather  prevailing 
on  the  Swedish  coasts  in  1901  was  exceptionally  favourable, 
being  fair  and  warm,  and  such  has  certainly  been  the  case  during 
the  summer  months,  but  stormy  weather  has  not  failed  to  visit 
these  waters^  and  in  sundry  instances  strandings,  that  seemed  of 
no  very  alarming  character,  resulted  iu  total  loss. 

Balance  sheets  having  as  yet  in  no  instance  been  issued,  it  is  Fin 
impossible,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  to  give  an  opinion  upon  i»»n»»«e. 
the  results  of  fire  insurance  aifairs   during   the   year.      It  is, 
however,  manifest  that  the  companies  have  suffered  very  con- 
siderable losses,  not  only  in  their  own  country  but  also  in  those 
neighbouring,  especially  Finland  and  Norway. 

life  insurance  business  during  1901  appears  to  have  taken  Life 
a  normal  course.  inimwice. 

During  the  preceding  year  the  largest  number  on  record  of 
persons  insured  was  attained,  amounting  to  27,492,  thus  increasing 
the  number  of  individuals  insured  in  Sweden  to  an  aggregate 
of  158,699  at  the  close  of  1900,  and  the  sums  insured  to  a  total 
of  nearly  33,000,000/.  If,  as  there  is  reason  to  expect,  1901 
shows  an  approximately  equal  increase^  185,000  persons  liv^ 
will  have  been  insured  in  this  country  for  a  total  of  nearly 
36,000,000/. 

The  shipbuilding  yards  have  done  a  lively  business  during 
1901,  in  spite  of  indifferent  freights. 

Prices,  however,  have  not  escaped  gradual  reduction,  and  Shipbnildiag. 
may  be  looked  upon  as  ruling  20  per  cent,  lower  at  the  end  of 
the  year  than  at  its  commencement.  Although  the  order  books  of 
many  builders  begin  to  show  considerable  blanks,  others,  in 
spite  of  increased  facilities  for  a  larger  production^  find  full  em- 
ployment far  into  1902. 

Swedish  owners  have  shown  greater  interest  during  the  year  in 
acquiring  new  in  preference  to  second-hand  ships,  and  those  who 
have  been  disposed  to  contract  for  larger  vessels  have,  gofie  abroi^ 
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in  order  to  obtain  their  requirements.  Thus  a  yard  at  Sunderland 
has  delivered  a  steamer  of  4,500  tons  to  owners  at  Helsingborg, 
and  several  ships  of  about  3,000  tons  are  ordered  there  by  companies 
established  at  that  port.  At  West  Hartlepool  a  steamer  of  5,000 
tons  is  building  for  owners  at  Gothenburg. 

The  year  1901  proved  adverse  to  the  cotton  industry, 
especially  the  spinneries.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year 
the  majority  of  manufacturers  were  burdened  with  heavy  stocks 
and  as  there  appeared  no  improvement  in  the  demand,  the 
stocks  continued  to  increase  over  the  whole  of  the  first  half  year. 
The  price  of  yarn  underwent  in  consequence  a  continual  reduction, 
and  finally  reached  a  level  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  price  of 
cotton.  Sooner  than  work  at  a  loss  manufacturers  preferred  to 
reduce  their  production,  and  the  greater  number  of  spinning  mills 
worked  only  from  four  to  five  days  a  week  during  spring  and 
summer.  Although  this  voluntary  restriction  of  the  production 
was  very  considerable,  it  still  proved  insufficient  to  effect  any 
noteworthy  improvement  in  the  state  of  affairs.  It  was  not  until 
the  want  of  water,  that  predominated  during  the  summer  and 
autumn,  forced  such  mills  as  are  driven  by  water-power  to 
make  a  further  reduction  in  their  working  hours,  that  the  effect  of 
the  reduced  production  began  to  be  felt,  the  extent  of  which  is 
difficult  to  ascertain  with  any  degree  of  exactness,  but  it  has  no 
doubt  been  very  considerable,  since  one  mill  was  almost  at  a  total 
standstill  for  a  length  of  time  and  several  others  were  only 
partially  employed. 

The  production  of  textiles  seems  also  to  have  exceeded  the 
consumption,  and  the  stocks  have  accordingly  increased  during  the 
year.  Several  factories  have  consequently  found  it  advisable  to 
limit  their  production  and  leave  part  of  their  machinery  idle. 
Especially  in  the  district  of  Mark,  manufacturers  found  it  difficult 
to  keep  their  mills  employed.  *  The  majority  of  the  textile 
factories  will  therefore  have  to  look  upon  1901  as  a  bad  year. 

The  summer,  as  is  well  known,  was  distinguished  by  a  severe 
drought  and  caused  much  apprehension  for  the  beetroot  culture. 
The  drought  in  Scania,  however,  was  not  nearly  so  severe  as  up 
the  country,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Malaren,  and 
furthermore  the  beets  are  well  able  to  endure  dry  weather,  the 
result  having  turned  out  particularly  good. 

The  quantity  was  very  large  and  the  percentage  of  sugar,  as 
might  be  expected,  exceedingly  high.  At  the  opening  of  the 
season  the  prospects  of  many  of  the  factories  appeared  bad  for 
want  of  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  the  works,  but  even 
this  turned  out  better  than  was  anticipated.  Stoppages  occurred 
at  different  places  on  account  of  the  drought,  but  these  were  not 
of  so  long  a  duration  as  to  cause  any  actual  harm.  Neither  did 
the  very  changeable  weather  occasion  any  damage  to  the  beets, 
and  there  is  consequently  every  reason  to  look  upon  the  result 
of  this  industry  as  particularly  favourable. 

A  new  sugar  factory  at  Skifarp  has  commenced  work  during 
the  autumn. 
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Of  the  activity  at  the  refineries  there  is  not  much  to  be  said. 
They  obtained  their  necessary  supply  of  raw  sugar,  so  that  no 
import  worthy  of  note  has  taken  place. 

Owing  to  the  uncertain  state  of  the  herring  fishery,  the  guano  Ooano  and 
and  oil  mills  have  failed  to  afford  their  owners  the  profits  that®**™**^ 
were  expected  a  few  years  ago.  Unfortunately  British  capital 
has  been  engaged  to  some  extent  in  this  industry  and  has  suffered 
accordingly.  The  prospects  of  improvement  ai'e  very  small. 
Endeavours  have  been  made  to  employ  the  power  at  these  works 
for  other  purposes,  but  with  indiliereut  success ;  they  are,  as  a  rule, 
badly  situated  for  other  industries,  fresh  water  is  scarce,  and  the 
major  and  most  expensive  part  of  the  machinery  are  only 
suitable  for  the  original  purpose. 

Experiments  in  the  use  of  peat  instead  of  coal,  coke  or  wood  for  PeaU 
railway  engines  and  industrial  purposes  have  not  hitherto  been 
attended  with  success.     Only  a  few  glass  and  iron  works  having 
peat  bogs  within  convenient  reach  find  an  advantage  in  using  this 
fuel. 

The  country  has,  on  the  whole,  been  fortunate  in  gathering  a  Harvest, 
good  harvest  of  fodder  this  year.  The  plentiful  rain  that  came  in 
the  spring,  at  a  period  when  serious  apprehensions  were 
entertained  as  to  the  fate  of  the  season's  crop,  raised  a  fair,  and  in 
some  parts  of  the  country  almost  rich,  crop  of  hay,  which  in  due 
course  was  got  in  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  so  that 
none  of  its  nutritious  qualities  were  lost.  The  second  crop,  how- 
ever, was  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  the  severe  and  lasting 
drought.  In  many  districts  consequently  the  only  course  remain- 
ing was  to  employ  the  newly  obtained  crop  for  feeding  the  cattle. 
The  crop  of  grain  has  suffered  severely  from  the  intense  drought 
during  the  summer.  This,  however,  refers  in  a  less  degree  to 
wheat  and  rye  than  oats  and  barley,  which  in  general  have  proved 
unsatisfactory  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  What  was 
injured  by  the  drought  of  course  could  not  be  made  good  by  the 
excellent  weather  which  prevailed  during  liarvest  time.  As 
regards  the  winter  sown  bread-stuffs,  these  suffered  by  the 
unfavourable  weatlier  during  the  winter  to  such  an  extent  that,  in 
many  localities,  the  fields  sown  had  to  be  re-ploughed  in  the 
spring.  Potatoes  have  generally  turned  out  badly  in  consequence} 
of  the  diy  season. 

In  the  year  1898  the  community  of  Gothenburg  took  shares  to  Railways, 
the  amount  of  83,000/.  in  a  company,  under  formation,  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  line  of  railway  from  Bor&s  to  Alvesta  on  the 
southern  main  line,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  was  500,000/ 
The  work  has  advanced  so  far  that  its  completion  during  1902  may 
be  expected.  It  is  not  only  the  interest  of  the  actual  shareholders 
that  has  made  itself  manifest  in  this  undertaking,  but  also  the 
manifold  and  important  indirect  advantages  that  Gothenburg  will 
derive  from  this  line  of  communication,  which  passes  through 
districts  to  some  extent  destitute  of  modern  means  of  traffic. 

The  main  direction  of  the  new  line  is  south-east  from 
Bor&s  by  Gnosjo  and  Vernamo  to  Alvesta,  in  all  a  distance  of 
90  miles. 
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The  building  of  this  line  of  railway  is  an  important  and  very 
desirable  undertaking,  inasmuch  as  it  will  form  the  shortest 
communication  between  the  busiest  and  largest  commercial  and 
importing  centre  of  the  west  of  Sweden  and  the  extensive 
district  of  the  south-east  part  of  the  country.  The  new  line  is 
already  at  its  starting  point — BorSs — connected  with  threfe  lines 
of  railway :  to  Gothenburg,  Herrljunga  and  Warberg.  At  Vemamo 
it  is  met  by  the  Halmstad-Nassjo  and  Scania- Smaland  lines  and 
finally  at  the  terminus,  Alvesta,  not  only  by  the  southern  main  line 
but  also  by  the  Vexio-Alvesta  railroad,  and  by  means  of  the 
latter,  in  direct  communication  with  the  Unes  to  Calmar  and 
Carlscrona  and  their  branches. 
Telephone.  Excellent  telephone  lines  are  now  being  built  all  over   the 

•       country,  and   almost  every  large   farm  or  country  seat  is  now 
connected  with  the  main  system.     The  expense  per  year  is  about 
3/.,  with  first  cost  of  poles  and  wire. 
FUheries.  The  herring  tishing  on  this  coa^t  is  now   very  insignificant 

compared  with  the  quantities  caught  some  years  ago.  The 
mackerel  fishin<r  resulted  very  favourably.  It  commences  about 
the  middle  of  May  when  the  net-men,  whenever  the  weather 
permits,  make  daily  trips  from  the  fishing  centres  and  set  their 
nets  just  out  of  sight  of  the  land,  disposing  of  their  catches  in  a 
fresh  state  for  consumption  within  the  country  or  for  export  to 
Norway. 

The  more  important  fishing  of  this  kind,  the  line  fishing,  com- 
mences towards  autumn,  and  takes  place  in  the  Cattegat  and 
North  Sea.  These  fishermen  have  benefited  greatly  by  the 
purchase  of  out-of-date  British  sailing  trawlers,  which  have 
proved  most  suitable  for  this  kind  of  fishing,  as  well  as  the 
deep-sea  fishery  after  ling  and  cod,  in  which  they  are  exten- 
sively engaged  on  the  North  Sea  banks  and  off  the  Shetland 
Islands. 

The  mackerel  are  cured  on  board,  chiefly  kippered  for  the 
American  market  and  sold  in  Norway;  some  are  cured  in  the 
ordinary  way  for  home  consumption  and  sale. 

The  fishing  has  proved  very  remunerative,  particularly  when 
that  in  America  has  failed. 

Besides  coarse  fish  there  are  caught  salmon  and  lobsters ;  the 
former  are  not  abundant  but  of  excellent  quality.  Lobsters  were 
formerly  an  article  of  export  to  the  United  Kingdom;  over- 
fishing and  indifference  to  the  future  have  combined  in  a  great 
measure  to  injure  this  business. 

Oysters,  probably  the  best  in  the  world,  used  to  be  plentiful  on 
this  coast,  but  their  number  has  now  diminished  to  an  alarming 
degree  ;  scientific  research  hsis  hitherto  been  unable  to  explain  the 
cause  satisfactorily. 
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Kbtuiin  of  all  Shipping  at.  the  Port  of  Gothenburg  duriug  the 

Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Nationalitj. 


Sailing. 


Nomber 
of 

VetaeliL  I 


TODtf. 


Steam. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
YeiMla. 


TOBB. 


Number 

of 
Vegaela. 


Tona. 


British  .. 
Swedish  .. 
Norwegian 
Danish  •• 
German  •• 


5 
886 

J  72 
.'  132 
18 


Other  nationalities      86 


L 


Total 


1900  .. 


649 
773 


8,226 

176 

201,453 

181 

42,617 

1,474 

760,060 

1,860 

16,771 

154 

83,458 

2:6 

14,238 

861 

64,148 

493 

2,082 

9 

7,581 

27 

7,895 

4 

7,047 

40 

85,829 

2,178 

1,128,697 

2,827 

93,087 

8,268 

1.147.127 

8,041 

204,679 

802,677 

99,229 

78,3«»6 

9,618 

14,942 

1,209.526 
1,240,154 


Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

ToUK 

NationaUtj. 

Nnmber 

of 
Tessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 
of 

Yesaels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 

of 
Veaiels. 

Tons. 

BritiiOi    .. 
Swedish  •• 
Norwegian 
DanUh    .. 
German  •• 
Other  naUonalities 

5 

202 
71 

120 
13 
87 

448 
559 

8,226 

87,308 

16,034 

14,739 

8,241 

9,127 

82,675 
72,018 

176 

1,331 

157 

368 

10 

4 

197,801 

712,796 

86,729 

64,188 

9,990 

6,875 

181 

1,533 

228 

488 

23 

41 

200,527 

760,104 

102,763 

78,927 

12,231 

15,502 

Total 
„     1900  .. 

2,041 
2,128 

1,077,879 
1,114,487 

2,489 

2,687 

1,160,054 
1,186,500 
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Kbtukn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Gothenburg  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


ArticlfM. 


Racon 

Bobbin! 

Bottles 

Butter 

Cardboard         

Gnuo— 

Beans 

OaU 

Vetches         

Herrings — 

Cured. 

Fresh.. 
Metals — iron  and  steel— 

Blooms,  billets   and  rough 
bars  

InKOts  

^ails 

Pig  iron         

PUtes 

Rolled  ur  wrought  bars 

Tubes l. 

Metals— other  kinds — 

Lead  ..         

Lead  ore       

Zinc    „         

Matches 

Paper 

Textiles— 

Cotton  

Woollen 
Wood  goods- 
Deals,  battens  and  boards  . . 

Joinery  

Laths 

Pit-props 

Sleepers        

Turners*  goods 

Otherwdod |^)ods    ..         .. 

Wood-polp        

Yam— 

Ootton  

Woollen        


Cwts. . 
Value 
Cwts.. 


Tons 


Cwts... 


Standards 
Value 

»« 
Standards 

»r 

Value 
^tsndards 
Tons  •• 

Cwts... 


Quantity. 


1901. 


480 

28,804 

212,400 

170,260 

187,640 

6,700 

189,820 

10,820 

1,788 
8,188 


5,866 
2,008 
2,794 

41,818 
167 

51,694 
4,270 

-  76 

626 

29,297 

14,157 

41,488 

2,460 
1,100 

58,489 

289,805 

46,226 

88,201 

5,668 
28,518 

1,100 
84,885 

7,568 
1,642 


1900. 


2,140 

84,126 

148,180 

187,220 

155,48<^' 

6,800 

89,620 

2,820 

2,048 
2,022 


8,968 
1,587 
2,486 

28,085 
286 

68,907 
5,749 

170 

608 

27,142 

15,894 

84,567 

2,160 
1,240 

55,486 

276,805 

119,440 

95,280 

7,416 

25,771 

1,882 

88,525 

8,980 
8,060 
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Retdrk  of  Principal  Artiftles  of  Import  to  Grothenbuig  during, 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Quantity. 

Articlea. 

.               ... 

Tons  . . 

1901. 

1900. 

AlkaU 

4,080 

3,945 

Almonds           

Cwts... 

2,840 

2,260 

Alum     -• 

,t    •  •         •  • 

680 

1,280 

Asphalte 

Tons  .. 

688 

654 

Bocon 

»i     •  •         •  • 

1,167 

1,261 

Bleaching  powder 

„    •  •         •  • 

678 

2,029 

Bran 

w        •  •                •  • 

7,789 

7,791 

Bricks- 

Fire  and  fancy 

»»     •  •           •  • 

8,048 

^666 

Ordinary 
Batter  and  margarine  . . 

Knmber 

762,127 

88,300 

Cwts... 

6,040 

8,970 

Candles.. 

„    .  •         .  • 

888 

620 

Canned  ariides 

„    •  •         •  • 

5,080 

4,400 

Cardboard         

Tons  .. 

1,479 

1,066 

Cement 

„    .. 

984 

1,025 

Cheese 

Cwts 

766 

680 

Cinnamon         .  •         . . 

670 
616,825 

1,020 

Coal       

Tons  .. 

667,861 

Coke 

52,852 

67,422 

Colonrs-* 

AnUioe          

Cwts. . . 

8,981 

5  244 

Indiico           

,,     .  •         •• 

429 

607 

White  lead  and  zinc. .         .: 

„     .  •         •  • 

18,046 

16,265 

Chlorate  of  potash 

„    •  •         . . 

8,700 

8,661 

Chemical  preparations  . 

Value..        £ 

12,206 

H,28u 

Goaree 

Tons  .. 

8,788 

7,620 

Cork  bark         

Cwts. . . 

11,268 

11,665 

Cotton 

Tons.. 

8,204 

8,998 

Envelopes         

Cwts... 

487 

705 

Feathers 

>»    •  •         •  • 

369 

269 

Fennel   .. 

„    .  •         . . 

880 

940 

Fertilisers         ..         .. 

Tons  .. 

29,604 

25,874  . 

Figs 

Cwts 

1,884 

1,580 

Flax        

17,222 

11,842 

Fish— 

Cared,  chiefly  herring 

Tons  .. 

14.760 

16,908 

Dry 

„     .  •         •  • 

899 

486 

Fmita,  fresh 

Cwts 

18,240 

10,000 

Ginger,  dry       

„     .  •         •  • 

146 

180 

Glass,  chiefly  windowr  . . 

»»    •  •         •  • 

2,360 

4,000 

Glauber  salu 

Tons  .. 

7,124 

7,862 

Glue 

Cwts... 

1,780 

1,140 

Grain-^ 

Ground, rye  .. 

Tons  .. 

48 

1,002 

„      wheat 

„    •  •         .  • 

8,2^5 

2,725 

Unground  barley     .. 

„    •  •         • . 

246 

1,699 

„        beans      .. 

„    •  •         •  • 

897 

568 

„       maize      .. 

M        •  •                  •• 

799 

992 

^        rye 

>»        •  •                 •  • 

866 

7,880 

r,       wheat     ..        .. 

»»        •  •                 •  • 

10,255 

18,050 

Qyptum 

Hata 

»        ••                 •• 

1.297 

1,624 

Nnmber 

92,262 

96,886 

Memp    .•        ••        ••        •• 

Tons  . . 

658 

655 

Hides  and  ikina- 

Onnd            

• 

246 
1,1U 

842 

la^w 

w       ••                •• 

994 
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Ekturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gothenburg  during 
the  Years  1901-1900— continued. 


Articles. 


Hops     . . 

Jnt9 

Lard 

Machioery  and  implements    . . 
Metals- 

Bar%  balks,  angle  and  fancy  ' 
iron  I 

Copper 


Quantity. 


pipes. 


Iron  tnd  steel 

Lead  .. 

Nails .  • 

Pig  iron 

Platesj  tinned 

Rails  .. 

Zinc  and  tin 

Other  kinds 
Oilcake.. 
Oils— 

Linseed  and  rape  seed 

Petroleum  and  naphtha 

Train 

Other  kinds  .. 

Oleine 

Oranges 

Paper    

Paraffin 

Pepper 

Plums  and  prunes,  dry 
Porcelain  . .         .  • 

Potash   ..         ••         .. 

Baisins 

Rice       

Rope 

Resin 

Salt        

^^altpetre 

Seed,  chiefly  linseed  and  rape 

seed  .. 
Shoddy  . . 
Spirituous     liquors,      chiefly 

cognac  and  whisky 
Slarch    .. 
Sugar     . . 
Sulphur  and  flowers  of  eulphur 

Synip • 

Tallow   .. 

Tea        

Textiles- 
Cotton  •  •         •  • 

Hosiery         .  • 

Jute  ..         ..         .. 

Linen.*         ••         •. 

Silk 

Woollen  ..  ••• 
Thread,  chiefly  cotton  •  • 
Tobacco 


Cwts... 
Tons  •• 

Vriue  * 
Tons  . . 


Cwts. . 


Tons  .. 
Cwts... 
Tons  .. 

w       •  • 

Cwto. . . 
Tons  .. 


Gallons 
Cwts. . . 
Tons  . . 


Cwt«. 


1901. 


2,9S0 

1,026 

949 

£         247,828 


4,158 

1,270 

4,487 

871 

154 

14.655 

2,084 

9,698 

1,084 

2,962 

8,315 

262 

12,759 

881 

7,594 

451 

868 

485 

808 

2,S86 

f,641 

3.800 

6,866 

10,186 

827 

2,088 

1,408 

22,520 

1,628 

6,679 
551 


1900. 


8,840 

903 

807 

828,792 


3,612 

1,449 

8,440 

777 

294 

16,848 

2,288 

7,858 

1,312 

2,145 

6,427 

883 

18,151 

872 

6,666 

462 

785 

567 

950 

2,820 

8,100 

8,800 

7,404 

10,141 

519 

2,121 

2,704 

21,427 

1,586 

7,712 
527 


164,379 

142,509 

2,420 

2,628 

127 

1,717 

8,927 

6,799 

6,700 

4,904 

2,222 

2,881 

1,406 

1,541 

11,180 

10,661 

281 

301 

4,580 

6,900 

2,104 

2,981 

420 

467 

7,880 

8,080 

2,500 

2,680 

18,460 

10,640 
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Rbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gothenburg  during 
the  Tears  1901-1900— continued. 


Articles. 

Cwts... 
Knmber 
Qallons 
Tons.. 

M        •  •                  •  • 

Quantity. 

1901. 

1900. 

Turpentine  oU  and  spirits  of 

torpentine 

UmbrellM  and  parasols 

Wine 

Wool 

Tarn,  chiefly  cotton  and  woollen 

2,821 

16,888 

171,962 

2,151 

1,665 

2,620 

18,687 

158,980 

2,177 

2,827 

Stromstadt.  .    ' 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  liundgren  reports  as  follows : — 

Business  has  greatly  improved,  especially  the  provision  trade,  Trade 
which  has  received  great  benefit  by  the  building  of  the  milway  generally, 
from  Gothenburg  to  Stromstadt,  which  was  started  last  year,  and 
from  the  increased  activity  at  the  granite  quarries  around  the  Ide- 
fjord  and  elsewhere  in  this  neighbourhood.  Eetail  affairs,  how- 
ever, suffer  very  much  from  the  unsound  system  of  credit  generally 
extended  beyond  due  limits. 

The  export  of  granite  of  all  kinds  has  been   considerable.  Exports. 
Denmark  and  Germany  were  at  one  time  the  best  customers  for 
this  article,  but  of  latter  years  the  United  Kingdom  has  become  a 
large  buyer,  and  the  export  thither  is  annually  increasing. 

An  article  of  some  importance  in  the  export  list  of  earlier 
years  consisted  of  fresh  eggs  for  Norway,  but  the  import  duty  now 
levied  in  that  country  ha3  placed  an  obstacle  in  the  way,  resulting 
in  a  decline. 

There  has  been  a  large  reduction  in  the  import  of  wheat  and  Imports, 
rye  owing  to  the  lessened  activity  in  mill  work. 

The  import  of  other  necessaries  such  as  coal,  coke  and  other 
fuel,  lighting  material  and  colonial  produce  has  attained  its 
customary  figures. 

The  disadvantageous  position  of  this  district,  and  the  absence  Industries, 
of  railroad  communication  within  reasonable  reach  and  want  of 
sufficient  water-power  has  proved  an  obstacle  to  industry.     On 
the  completion,  however,  of  the  line  of  railway  above  alluded  to, 
there  is  every  reason  to  expect  a  change  for  the  better. 

The  herring  fishing  within  this  district  has  been  cpmparatively  Fisheries, 
good,  and  the  fish  was  chiefly  exported  to  Grermany  in  its  fresh 
state.    The  catch  realised  about  45,000/. 

Shipowners  have  experienced  a  most  unfavourable  period  and  Shipping, 
consider  themselves  fortunate  if  they  are  spared  actual  loss,  with- 
out calculating  upon  any  dividend  whatever. 

The  coasting  and  Baltic  trades,  though  influenced  by  the 
general  depression  in  freights,  have  done  better. 
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A^icalture;  Ffuming  has  given  far  better  results  than  was  anticipated 
considering  the  unusually  dry  weather  that  lasted  almost  through- 
out the  whole  year.  The  early  crop  of  hay  was  really  good,  and 
that  in  the  autumn  verj'  fair.  The  weather  during  harvest  time 
was  very  favourable  and  everything  was  gathered  in  the  best 
condition.  'Potatoes  and  roots,  however,  turned  out  under 
average. 

Kail  ways.  Besides  the  line  of   railway  now  building  from  Gothenburg 

northward,  from  which  this  town  and  district  undoubtedly  will 
derive  considerable  benefit,  there  is  a  project  afloat  for  building 
a  Government  line  from  the  province  of  Dalecarlia  to  the 
coast.  Tlie  country  has  already  been  officially  surveyed  and 
favourably  reported  upon,  and  if,  as  is  hc»ped  and  expected,  this 
port  will  form  its  terminus,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect 
Stromstadt  to  rise  to  importance  as  regards  trade  and  commerca 

Retubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Stromstadt  during  the 

Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationaliij. 

Knmber 

of 
VeuelB. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

Teuela. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 

of 
TeBsels. 

Tona. 

BiiUsh    .. 
Sweduh  •• 
Norwegian 
Other  nationalities 

7 

549 

239 

28 

691 

9,098 

11,188 

2,690 

5 

838 

569 

6 

1,980 

47,066 

51,842 

.      2,487 

12 

887 

808 

84 

2,671 
56,164 
68,080 

5,177 

Total 
„    1900  .. 

828 
581 

28,667 
17,988 

918 
895 

108,875 
98,804 

1,741 
1,476 

127,042 
116,742 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

Nationality. 

Nnmber 

of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

BritiBh    .. 
Swediah  .. 
Norwegian 
Other  nationalities 

6 

648 

228 

29 

529 

9,797 

10,590 

2,700 

6 

259 

591 

18 

2,924 
48,586 
56,812 

7,440 

12 
902 
819 

47 

8,458 

58,888 
66,902 
10,140 

Total 
„    1900.. 

906 
677 

28,616 
21,144 

874 
816 

115,262 
98,140 

1.780 
1,498 

II 
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Heturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Stromstadt  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articlei. 


FrMh  meat 
Ortnite 


Score  . . 

Cwt? 

Valae..        £ 


Qnantitj. 


1901. 


Gate I  Quarters 


8,648 

254 

67,285 

2,906 


1900. 


14,860 

140 

68,024 

1,401 


Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Stromstadt  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

Tons . • 
Barrels 

Quantity. 

1901. 

1900. 

Goal  .. 
Herring^  cored 

•  •        •• 

•  •        •• 

1,542 
2,248 

2,187 
8,S37 

Uddevalla. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Thorbum  reports  as  follows  :— 

Trade  has  been  less  active  especially  towards  the  close  of  the  Tnwio 
year,  and  prices  of  almost  all  articles  are  lower.  generally. 

The  staple  articles  of  export  from  this  district  are :  granite,  all  Exports, 
kinds  of  wood  goods,  matches,  oats,  paper  and  wood-pulp,  some  of 
which  show  a  decline  last  yean 

English  and  Scotch  coal  and  pig  iron  ai*e  necessaries  that  imports, 
cannot  be  supplied  in  any  other  form  or  advantageously  from  other 
sources.  The  same  is  the  case  with  colonial  wares  and  materials 
for  the  match  factories.  Imports  show  a  reduction  ^n  some 
leading  articles  pointing  towards  lessened  activity  in  trade  and 
commerce. 

There  appears  to  be  an  ever  ready  market  for  Swedish  matches  Indostrieii. 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  Colonies,  and  the  local  match  works 
have  been  well   employed.    The  manufacture,  sale  and  use  of 
poisonous  phosphorus  matches  are  now  prohibited  in  Sweden  by  law. 

Other  industries,  such  as  wood  working  establishments,  paper 
and  wood-pulp  mills,  have  been  doing  fairly  well  considering  the 
lessened  activity  prevailing. 

Low  rates  and  consequent  poor  returns  have  ruled  daring  the  Shipping, 
year  in  the  shipping  trade.     Some  steamers  have  nevertheless 
been  purchased  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Besides  the  Government  coast  railway  from  Gothenburg,  now  Bailwv*. 
building,  there  is  another  Hne  under  construction  from  Borfts  to 
(150)  B 
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Alvesta,  which,  though  indii'ectly,  will  connect  Uddevalla  vill 
Herrljunga  with  the  Baltic  towns,  fonning  a  comparatively  short 
route  between  the  east  and  the  west  coasts  of  Sweden. 

lisboor.  Wages  have  been  reduced  and  fewer  hands  are  employed.    This 

however,  has  not  prevented  strikes  taking  place.  Agricultural 
labour  is  scarce. 

i^culture.  The  very  dry  weather  of  1901,  without  precedent  since  1868, 

has  caused  great  inconvenience  in  many  ways,  it  being  difficult 
in  some  localities  to  obtain  sufficient  water  even  for  the  farmyard, 
and  of  course  all  industries  dependent  upon  water-power  have 
suffered  more  or  less.  As  regards  the  harvest  the  injury  caused  by 
this  almost  incessant  drought  was  proved  by  the  poor  crops 
obtained. 

FiiherieB.  The  herring  fishing  turned  out  unsatisfactory,  the  major  part 

consisting  of  immature  fish  and  sprats.  Of  the  former  the  guano 
and  oil  mills  obtained  a  portion,  though  of  an  inferior  quality  as 
regards  oil. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Uddevalla  during  the 

Year  1901. 


Entbbed. 

' 

Sftiling. 

Steam. 

To<»L 

NfttionsUty. 

Number 

of 
VeaselB. 

Tom. 

Nmnber 

of 
Yeaaels. 

Tona. 

Number 

of 
YeeBela. 

Tona. 

Britlih    .. 
Rwedith  .. 
Nonregiin 
Other  nfttionaUties 

171 
25 

18 

I1V297 
1,458 
1,108 

5 

56 

2 

5 

8,189 

27,201 

941 

2,117 

5 

227 

27 

28 

2,189 

88,498 

2,899 

8,225 

ToUl 
o    1900  .. 

214 
191 

18,868 
15,954 

68 
78 

82,898 
27,656 

282 
264 

46,261 
48,610 

Cleabbd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaHtj. 

Number 
of 

Yeeaela. 

Tona. 

Number 

of 
Yeaaela. 

Tona. 

Number 

of 
Yeaaela. 

Tona. 

Brftiali    .. 
Swediah  .. 

Otlieritta«na]iiiea 

161 
26 
17 

14,057 
1,486 
1,488 

5 

62 

2 

5 

2,118 

28,707 

941 

2,117 

6 

228 

28 

22 

2,118 

42,764 

2,427 

8,555 

1\)tia 
„    1900.. 

204 
162 

16,981 
18,365 

74 
78 

88,878 
27,948 

278 
285 

50,859 
46,818 
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Betokn  of  Prindpal  Articles  of  Export  from  Uddevalla  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

Value.. 

i»    •  • 
Tods  .. 

£ 

Qaantitj. 

1901. 

1900. 

Granite  •.        .... 

Joinery 

Matches 

Oats 

Paper 

8,614 

23,186 

649 

807 
4,120 

8,521 

25,978 

889 

203 

8,888 

Wood 

Wood-palp        

Standards     • . 
Tons.. 

9,522 
1,986 

12,028 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Uddevalla  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

Tons  . . 

Value!  I 

Tons  . . 

w     •• 

. . 

.  a 

£ 

•  • 

•  • 

Quantity. 

1901. 

1900. 

Bran 

Coal 

Unseed 

Machinery        

Manare 

Balls 

Salt       

711 
22,970 
1,899 
2,168 
8,547 
2,946 
1,644 

181 

584 
28,697 

8,147 
5,622 

Textile 

Cvts... 

•• 

200 

Marstramd. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Christenson  reports  as  follows : — 

Since  the  failure  of  the  winter  herring  fishing  on  this  coast,  TnA% 

about  five  years  ago,  the  trade  of  this  place  has  been  lingering,  and  generally. 

is  now  limited  to  the  local  trade,  the  directi  export  of  herring  and 

import  of  coal  and  salt  having  entirely  ceased 

Being  the  principal  seaside  watering  place  of  Western  Sweden,  Sammer 

Marstrand  is  annually  visited  by  several  thousand  people  seeking  reaon. 

rest  and  recreation. 


(160) 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Marstrand  during  the 

Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

SwediAb  .. 
Other  nationalities 

285 
6 

5,180 
144 

4 
8 

896 
3,188 

289 
14 

80S 
258 

6,076 
3,282 

Total 
„    1900  .. 

291     ;      5,824 
251     1     4,819 

12 

7 

4,084 
247 

9,858 
4,566 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Namber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Swediish  .. 
Other  nationalities 

248 
9 

3.280 
283 

2 

2,468 

248 

11 

8,280 
2,761 

Total 

„    1900  .. 

252 
216 

3,563 
2,960 

2 
3 

2,468 
170 

254 

219 

6,081 
3,180 

Warberg. 


Trade 
generally. 

Exports. 


Imports. 


Shipping. 


Agricultare. 


Mr.  Vice-Conwul  Jobson  reports  as  follows : — 

The  depression  in  trade  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  has 
continued,  and  has  been  severely  felt,  especially  within  the  manu- 
facturing districts  of  the  interior. 

The  value  of  exports  in  1901  was  more  than  20  per  cent,  less 
than  in  1900.  The  chief  articles  are  granite  to  Denmark  and 
Germany,  and  oats,  wood  and  butter  to  the  United  Kingdom, 

Imports,  however,  show  a  decided  increase,  chiefly  in  textiles 
and  foreign  goods.  There  is  a  falling-ofif  in  the  import  of  coal 
and  coke  caused  by  several  factories  working  short  time  only. 

Freights,  as  a  rule,  have  been  very  low,  and  capital  invested  in 
shipping  has  given  but  indifferent  returns,  if  any  at  alL 

There  belong  to  this  port  one  steamer  and  eight  sailing  vessels, 
besides  numerous  smaller  craft  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheriec. 

Hay  returned  a  full  average  crop.    Boots  and  grain  of  every 
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kind  suiiered  intensely  by  the  long  continued  drought,  and  yielded 
far  below  average,  in  consequence  of  which  fanners,  who  as  a 
rule  keep  a  large  stock  of  cattle,  have  been  compelled  to  make  up. 
deficiencies  by  purchasing  bran,  oil  cake  and  other  feed-stuflfs  to  a 
large  extent.  The  breeding  of  hoi-ses,  cattle  and  pigs  forms  the 
principal  source  of  income.  The  milk  produced  is  delivered  to 
the  local  dairies,  which  are  worked  on  the  co-operative  principle 
and  act  very  well. 

In  spite  of  the  disadvantage  of  nn  open  coast  and  small,  shallow  Fiaheriai. 
and  few  fishing  harbours,  the  fishermen  are  active  all  the  year 
round,  and  their  fishing  is  of  impoitance,  not  only  to  the  coasting 
but  also  to  the  manufacturing  districts  of  the  interior. 

The  railway  communications  are  very  good  and  are  annually  Ktil^ayi. 
increasing,  bringing  this  town  and  district  into  coi)?iection  with 
numerous  Swedish  ports. 

Beturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Warberg  during  the 
Year  1901. 

Entered. 


KfttionaUty. 


Britfflh  .. 
Swediflh  .. 
Damah  .. 
Other  DAtioiuaities 

Total 
„    1900 


Number  of     I 
VeiMli.       I 


Tom. 


12 
202 
120 

17 


9,598 

22,481 

6,292 

4,908 


851 
876 


48,274 
47,669 


Glbabed. 


NationaUty. 

Knmber  of 
YoMela. 

Tons. 

BritiBh 

Bwediah 

Daoiah    ..         

Other  nationaUtiea 

12 
410 
121 

18 

9,598 

28,611 

6,076 

8,280 

Total 
„    1900.. 

666 
648 

47,660 
66.999 
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Betubn  of  Prmoipal  Articles  of  Export  from  Warberg    during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1 

CwtV.     .. 
Standards 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantitj. 

Yaloe. 

Quantity. 

Yalne. 

Onnite 
Hachinerj  •• 

Oatt 

Wood 

•  • 

6,580 
5,760  . 

14,200 

135 

2,000 

14,400 

•  • 

e,890 
7,100 

14,540 

875 

1,776 

80,000 

RETUuy  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Warberg  during  the 
Years  1901-1900. 


1901. 

1900. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Talue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Coal  and  coke 

Tons 

88,500 

20,000 

80,800 

81.500 

Coffbe 

Cwta.     .. 

8,912 

10,900 

8,800 

8,250 

Cotton 

w          •• 

55,000 

185,000 

48,400 

120,000 

Feeding-stnA 

tt         •• 

57,200 

9,850 

,, 

, , 

Ondn 

>f          •• 

, , 

•  • 

6,250 

2,260 

Maehineiy.. 

•  • 

10,600 

•  • 

7,200 

Manore      . . 

Cwte.     .. 

31,100 

8,250 

81,500 

8.500 

OiU 

»•        •  • 

4,250 

2,500 

14,000 

6,800 

Textiles^  jam  and 

wool        .  • 

»»       •  • 

8,900 

98,125 

5,030 

52,000 

ToUl 

t  • 

284,726 

•  t 

281,010 

Halmstab. 


Trade 
generally. 


Bxports. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Scheie  reports  as  follows : — 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1900  there  was  a  feeling  of  apprehension 
and  distrust  prevalent  in  most  branches  of  trade.  A  very  great 
change  for  the  worse  took  place  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
1901,  attended  by  a  fall  in  prices  and  generally  reduced  sales. 

Fit-props  and  granite  of  all  kinds,  especially  paving  sets,  form 
the  chief  articles  of  export.  Pit-props  were  exported  in  less  quan- 
tities, and  of  granite  rather  more  than  the  year  previous.  Prices 
of  the  former  in  the  United  Kingdom  have  been  altogether  out  of 
proportion  to  those  here,  and  in  consequence  exporters  have  been 
subjected  to  considerable  loss.  Granite  has  given  a  better  result, 
although  the  prices  obtained  have  not  been  entirely  satisfactory. 
The  latter  export  t^o  t^e  United  Kingdom  is  annually  increasing. 
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Of  square  timber  large  quantities  have  been  shipped  to 
Denmark  and  Germany,  the  largest  buyers  in  this  line,  and  a  fair 
quantity  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  export  was  less  than  during 
the  year  previous  and  prices  were  lower.  The  export  of  sawn 
goodBT^as  rather  l^ss:  *  The  export  of  timber  to  Iceland  and  the 
Faroe  Islands  has  increased  remarkably. 

A  few  years  ago  there  were  shipped  but  two  or  three  cargoes 
annually  to  these  islands,  whereas  during  the  last  two  years,  at 
least  20  cargoes  have  gone  thither. 

Chemical  and  mechanical  wood-pulp  has  been  exported  in 
about  the  same  quantities  as  in  1900.  Prices  have  been  consider- 
ably lower.     The  chief  export  is  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

'  The  most  important  article  of  import  is  coal,  most  of  which  is.  imporu. 
usually  obtained  from  Northumberland,  Durham  and  Yorkshire. 
Lfl(st  year,  however,  more  than  half  the  entire  import  consisted  of 
Scotch  coal,  and  the  reason  advanced  for  this  was  that  the  Scotch 
mines  are  more  careful  in  screening  their  coals,  which  thus  reach 
this  country  in  better  condition,  that  is  to  say  less  mixed  with 
small  coal  and  dust  than  those  shipped  from  Eugland.  Pric^, 
besides,  have  been  lower. 

All  the  raw  jute  used  in  the  jute  factory  here  arrives  vift 
Hamburg.  A  large  quantity  of  jute-cloth  has  been  imported  from 
Dundee  during  the  last  two  years,  for  the  use  of  the  wood- 
pulp  factories,  in  spite  of  the  presence  of  the  local  jute  factory,  the 
largest  in  Sweden,  and  well  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  wood-pulp  factories ;  it  should  be  noted,  however,  that  for  the 
jute-cloth  exported,  as  wrapping  for  wood-pulp,  a  drawback  is 
granted. 

The  import  of  cereals  has  been  somewhat  less  than  in  1900, 
which  was  very  large;  the  import  of  wheat,  however,  has 
been  considerable,  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  first  direct 
import  of  wheat  from  America  took  place  last  year.  Compara- 
tively little  rye  has  been  imported  in  1901.  Other  articles  of  im- 
portance supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom  are  coke,  pig  iron  and 
artificial  manures,  and  various  articles  of  British  industry;  the 
Vice-Consulate  has  used  its  best  endeavours  to  bring  about  busi- 
ness relations  between  importers  here  and  British  export  firms, 
but  the  latter  seem  disinclined  to  appoint  agents,  without  which 
sales  of  importance  are  not  to  be  made. 

The  hopes  of  a  plentiful  crop  in  1901  were  frustrated  by  the  Agrionltuw. 
Almost  total  absence  of  rain ;  what  was  gathered,  however,  in  some 
degree  made  up  in  quality  for  the  deficiency  in  quantity. 

The  railway  communications  are  very  good  and  well  main-  RtilwajB. 
tain^.  A  syndicate  has  been  formed,  and  obtained  a  Qovern- 
m^it  concession  for  building  a  line  from  Landeryd  Station,  on 
the '  Halmstad-Nassjo  Bailway,  to  Falkoping,  an  important  junc- 
tion, on  the  Government  main  line.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
project  may  shortly  be  realised,  as  it  will  bring  Halmstad  into 
convenient  communication  with  the  important  railway  system 
of  the  midland  country,  and  materially  tend  to  increase  the 
extent  of  the  mercantile  sphere  of  interest  of  this  port 
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Betubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Balm8tad  duriug  tbe  Tear 

1901. 

Entkbed. 


SaUiDg. 

Bteam. 

Total. 

NationalHy. 

Number 

of 
YeHela 

Tona 

Namber 

of 
Yeasels. 

Tods. 

Namber 

of 
Yenela. 

Toni. 

Briiiih    .. 
Bwodish  •  •        •  • 
Gennan  .. 
BanJih    .. 
Other  naUonalitieB 

1 

588 

]88 

858 

27 

79 
86,000 

5.580 
16,500 

2,849 

29 
224 
54 
24 
19 

28,648 

80,748 

24,020 

2,040 

9,200 

80 
812 
192 
377 

46 

28,722 
116,748 
29,650 
18,540 
12,049 

Total 
„     1900.. 

1,107 
1,242 

60,958 
74,595 

860 
882 

189,651 
112,596 

1,457        200,609 
1,574       187,191 

NaUooality. 


Cleared. 


SailiDg. 


Steam. 


I  Number 
I       of 
I  Veflaela. 


Tons. 


j  Namber 
I       ot 
i  YeMels. 


I 


Tons. 


Total. 


Namber  | 

of  Tons. 

YenelB. 


British    .. 

Swedish  .. 
QcrmBn  •• 
Danish  . . 
Other  nationalities 


1 
955 
145 
875 

28 


79 
43,124 

5,e68 
17,2P8 

4,278 


40 

211 

52 

7 

21 


I 


82,278 

78,521 

28,820 

1,689 

9,525 


I 


Total 


1900 


1,504 
1,727 


I 


70,482 
82,916 


881 
808 


140,288 
105,580 


41 

1,166 

197 

882 

49 

1,835 
2,085 


82,857 
116,645 
28,988 
18,»27 
18,798 

210,715 
188,446 


Betubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Halmstad  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles.                    \ 

Qoantitj. 

1 
1 

1 

1901. 

1900. 

Granite i  Yalue..        £ 

Wood  goods 1  Standards     .. 

Wood-pulp        ••        ..        ••    Tons  .. 

ill 

28,000 

45,000 

7.000 
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fiSTUBN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Halmstad  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Artieles. 

Qaantity. 

1901. 

1900. 

Coftlandeoke 

Coffee 

Qrain 

Iron,  chiefly  pig  iron    . . 

Jute        

Manure 

Tetrolenm          

Torn. 

47,000 
800 

11,000 
3,500 
2,500 
4,000 
1,700 

Tons. 

56,000 
1,100 

15,000 
5,900 
2,200 
3,800 
1,150 

HSLBINGBORG. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Westrup  reports  as  follows : — 

The  annals  of  trade  and  commerce  of  Helsingborg  for  the  last  Trade 
three  years  oflfer  very  little  variety,  and  although  fluctuations  have  Kwi««Uy' 
occurred  in  certain  branches,  none  have  been  of  sufficient  extent 
materially  to  influence  the  whola 

Being  an  important  industrial  district  there  of  course  is  con-  Importi. 
siderable  import  to  Helsingborg,  and  although  adjacent  to  the  only 
coal-fields  that  exist  in  Sweden,  there  is  a  large  import  of  coal  and 
other  fuel.  With  the  exception  of  small  parcels  of  patent  fuel 
from  Germany,  and  Westphalian  coke,  the  great  bulk  of  require- 
ments in  this  line  is  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom :  also 
pig  and  other  iron  and  textiles,  as  well  as  machinery  and  other 
articles  of  British  origin. 

It  would  seem  as  though  the  shipping  interest  of  the  west  Shipping, 
coast  of  Sweden  had  changed  headquarters  from  the  north-west 
to  the  south,  for  the  activity  in  this  line  has  been  extreme  in 
these  parts. 

A  stagnation,  owing  to  exceptionally  low  rates  of  freight,  has 
occurred  in  1901,  and  the  comparatively  large  capital  employed 
has  not  given  satisfactory  results.  So  many  steamers  have  not 
been  bought  as  in  1900,  but  there  is  now  every  reason  to  look 
forward  to  improved  times  in  the  shipping  trade,  and  the  activity 
in  this  most  important  branch  is  certain  to  revive. 

The  coasting  and  Baltic  trades  have  not  been  influenced  by  the 
depression  in  any  way  proportionate  to  the  oversea  shipping ;  in 
fact,  they  seem  to  have  done  well,  judging  from  the  additions  that 
liave  been  made  by  purchases  of  sailing  vessels  from  Denmark  and 
new  ships  built  on  this  coast. 

An  arrangement  of  importance  has  been  made  in  the  shape  of  Signal  ttatioa. 
an  International  signal  station  at  this  port  under  Gk)vernment 
control,  which,  particularly  in  winter,  will  be  of  value  in  commu* 
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Indnstriflt. 


tfontj. 


nicating  the  state  of  the  ice  in  the  Sound,  Baltic  and  adjacent 
waters,  and  the  closing  or  opening  of  harbours. 

The  €k)al  mines  situated  in  this  vicinity  are  of  great  importance 
to  the  country  at  large,  not  so  much  on  account  of  the  output  of 
coal,  which  is  comparatively  small — only  about  200,000  tons 
annually— although  worked  for  upwards  of  100  years,  but  more 
so  owing  to  the  manufacture  of  fire-clay  goods,  which  is  very  ex- 
tensive and  important  to  the  iron  manufacturing  districts  of  the 
upper  country.  The  fire-resisting  qualities  of  these  goods  are 
good,  but  insufiBcient  where  the  highest  grades  are  indispensable, 
as  for  instance,  at  the  glass  and  steel  works ;  these  continue  to  be 
imported  from  Wales  and  the  Midlands  of  England. 

An  industry  of  importance  to  the  whole  country  is  the  manu- 
facture of  beet  sugar,  which  gives  employment  to  a  great 
number  of  hands,  in  spite  of  the  yearly  introduction  of  improved 
machinery. 

The  largest  manufactory  in  Sweden  of  artificial  manures  is 
at  Helsingborg. 

Interest  has  ruled  high  and  money  has  been  scarce.  The 
Christianstad  Private  Bank,  with  head  offices  here,  a  large  banking 
institution,  has  been  amalgamated  with  the  newly-formed  banking 
company  of  South  Sweden. 


Beturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Helsingborg  during  the 

Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 
VesselB. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Swedish  .. 
Danish     .. 
Gennan  .. 
Other  nationalitiM 

S,221 

178 

1S6 

86 

76,487 
7,110 
4,961 
6,970 

16 

1,868 

484 

64 

48 

16,676 
481,468 
68,201 
26,466 
28,U9 

16 

8,589 

607 

199 

84 

16,676 
.  556,900 
75,811 
81,427 
84,089 

Total 
„    1900.. 

2.565 
3,701 

98,478 
98,188 

1,980 
1,951 

620,926 
659,915 

4,495 
4^662 

714,408 
758,108 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Kfttiooaliiy. 

Knmber 

of 
Veisela 

Tons. 

Namber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Kamber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

BriiiBh     .. 

Swedish  .. 
DuiBh    .. 
Oennan  •• 
Other  nationalities 

2,142 

171 

184 

35 

2,483 

2,663 

68,(515 
6,869 
4,900 
4,967 

16     i     16,676 

1,856     ;    471,668 

484          68,201 

64          26,466 

47     1     28,083 

16 

3,498 

606 

198 

83 

16,676 
686,288 
76,070 
81,866 
83,060 

Total 
„    1900  .. 

80,861 
90,606 

1,017        611,094 
1,967        666,703 

4,899 
4,620 

691.446 
756,308 

Kkturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Helsingborg 


during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

# 


Bacon  and  beef. 
Batter   .. 
Clay  goods 


Fish       .. 
Firewood 
Grain     •• 
Iron 

Liyemtoek 
Purple  ore 
Wood 
Wood-palp 


Quantity. 


Tons 


Kamber 
Tons  .. 
Standards 
Tons  .. 


1901. 

1900. 

4,387 

368 

2,236        , 

1,966 

26,893 

29,185 

86 

88 

907        1 

650 

7,196        1 

7,471 

7.148 

6,441 

668 

975 

944        ' 

1,869 

10,065 

12,489 

13,000 

11,596 

1,704 

1,289 

Return  of  Princip^  Articles  of  Import  to  Helsingborg  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 


Bran 

Coal  and  coke 
Grain  •• 
Iron  •• 
Manure  .. 
Oil  cake  . . 
Oils 
Salt 


Quantity. 


1901. 

1900. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

6,887 

6,489 

181,866 

140,094 

20,486 

16,146 

8,615 

2.659 

46,300 

87,290 

6,893 

5,188 

2,871 

2,610 

2,328 

2,940 
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LANDSCRONA. 


Landscrona. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Neess  reports  as  follows  : — 
Trade  There  is  hardly  any  change  in  the  trade   and  commerce  to 

generally.        report  for  1901  from  this  port. 
Exports.  The  export  figures  show  a  great  decrease  as  to  machinery,  which 

branch  of  industry  worked  under  difficult  circumstances  as  regards 

sale,  both  in  this  country  and  abroad. 
Importe.  As  regards  imports,  the  figures  are  about  the  same,  except  for 

coffee,  which  article  shows  a  considerable  increase,  no  doubt  caused 

by  the  prospects  of  a  higher  import  duty. 
Freights.  The  freight  market  was  deplorable  all  through  the  year,  and 

shipowners  must  have  attained  a  very  poor  result. 
Harbour.  The  quays  of  the  harbour  are  being  extended  year  by  year, 

and  a  plan  of  further  development  on  a  very  large  scale  is  under 

consideration. 
Harvest.  Cereals  yielded  a  very  small  crop  in  1901,  being  considerably 

below  an  average,  but  fortunately  beetroot,  clover  and  grass  did 

well. 

Brturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Landscrona  during 
the  Year  1901. 

Entered. 


Samng. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

NaUonalitj. 

Number 

of 
Yeesels. 

TODB. 

Number 

of 
YewelB. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

Yeflaels. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Banish     .. 
Qerman  .. 
Other  DAtioiuJities 

'ii 

92 
546 

8,983 

4,901 

40,486 

2 

482 

65 

679 

2,091 

44,419 

18,169 

277,000 

2 

578 

147 

1,225 

8,091 

48,402 

18,060 

817,486 

Total 
„    1900  .. 

729 
720 

! 

49,870 
52,774 

1,218 
1,211 

886,669 
815,65S 

1.947 
1,981 

886,089 
368,482 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationalitj. 

Number 

of 
YeueU. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
YeflselB. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Yessela. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Daniah    .. 
Qerman  .. 
Other  naUonalities 

9J 

92 

546 

8,876 

4,901 

41,648 

2 

482 

55 

679 

2,091 

44,419 

18,159 

275,848 

2 

573 

147 

1,225 

2,091 

48,295 

18,060 

817,491 

Total 
„    1900.. 

729 
709 

50,420 
47,418 

1,218 
1,210 

885,517 
815,067 

1,947 
1,919 

885,987 
862,480 

Kktttrn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Landscrona  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


.    • 

Qoantity. 

Articles. 

Cwts 

1901. 

1900. 

Bacon 

4,660 

4,520 

Butter 

„    ..         .. 

18,889 

82,960 

Clay  goods       

Number 

10,697,595 

6,710,921 

IggB 

Score.. 

15,081 

18,951 

Grain 

Tons  .. 

541 

220 

Ganpowder       

Kachineiy        

Cwts 

Yalae           £ 

260 
8,612 

260 
15,785 

Wood 

818 

804 

Other  artieles 

Tons  .. 

847 

261 

Bbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Landscrona  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

Tons  .. 

1901. 

1900. 

Bran 

5,788 

8,990 

Coffee 

CwtA.. 

17,540 

10,182 

Coal       

Tons  .. 

88,818 

78,526 

Grain 

»i     •  • 

4,905 

6,864 

Hides 

it    •  • 

217 

197 

Iron       

9*        •• 

1,289 

559 

Machineiy        

Yalae.. 

22,475 

28,606 

Manure  .          

Tons  .. 

19,000 

9,469 

Oil  cake 

GiOlons 

8,411 

8,068 

SpiriU  and  wines 

5,864 

7,086 

Textiles 

Cwts... 

1,240 

6,917 

Other  articles 

Tons  .. 

8,804 

4,078 
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MALMO. 


Malmo. 


Trade 
generallj. 

Exports. 
Imports. 

Shipping. 
Freights. 


Indastries. 


Agricallore. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Flensburg  reports  as  follows : — 

In  comparison  with  the  preceding  year  there  has  been  less 
activity  in  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Malmo  during  1901, 
although  on  the  whole  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  favourable. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  export 
of  butter  from  this  port.  Business  in  live-stock  on  the  other  hand 
has  declined. 

Coal  from  the  United  Kingdom  continues  to  be  the  principal 
and  largest  article  of  import,  and,  with  reference  to  quantity,  shows 
about  the  same  figures  as  in  1900.  Coke  and  iron  are  also 
prominent  articles  in  the  list  of  imports. 

The  merchant  shipping  of  Malmo  consists  of  18  steamers  and 
34  sailing  vessels  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  20,318  tons. 

Freights  have  gradually  declined  during  the  year,  and  towards 
its  close  reached  a  very  low  point.  This  is  unsatisfactory,  since  a 
comparatively  large  amount  of  capital  has  of  late  been  invested 
in  the  shipping  trade.  By  judicious  management  and  proper 
economy  it  is  hoped  to  surmount  this  crisis,  and  thus  avoid  the 
calamity  of  a  dispersion  of  a  new  merchant  fleet  that  promised 
so  well  at  its  first  start. 

Malmo  takes  first  place  in  the  list  of  the  industrial  centres  of 
Sweden,  and  from  a  commercial  point  of  view  is  surpassed 
only  by  Gothenburg  and  Stockholm.  Here  are  about  275 
industrial  establishments  of  all  kinds,  the  productions  of  which 
are  valued  at  2,500,000/.  annually. 

The  yield  of  the  crops  of  this  district  have  been  fairly  good, 
although  the  obstinate  drought  threatened  to  spoil  all  vegetation. 
Beetroot,  upon  which  the  sugar  industry  is  all-dependent,  turned 
out  well,  with  a  larger  percentage  of  sugar  than  usual,  and  the 
crop  of  hay  gave  a  very  good  return.  Dairy  farming  has  been 
satisfactory,  as  well  as  other  branches  of  agriculture,  with  the 
exception  of  stock-breeding. 
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Bbturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mahn5  during  the  Year 

1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NaUomOity. 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Swedish  .. 
Norwegian 
Daniflh    .. 
German  .. 
Other  nationalities 

842 

19 

148 

67 

82 

80,198 
8,855 
7,719 
2,659 
6.820 

44 
2,847 

97 
1,266 

66 
8 

80,869 
916,821 

69,870 
450,890 

27,620 
6,814 

44 

2,689 
116 

1,414 

188 

40 

80,869 
946,014 

78.725 
458,109 

80,079 

11,184 

Total 
„    1900.. 

608 
1,110 

49,646 
79,867 

8,828 
4,502 

1,500,284 
1,648,588 

4,486 
5,612 

1,549,980 
1,727,956 

Olearsd. 


SaUing. 

Steam. 

Total 

KationaUij. 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tona. 

British    .. 
Swedish  .. 
Norwegian 
Danish    .. 
Qennan  .. 
Other  nationalities 

"68 
19 
48 
67 
82 

2,071 
8,855 
1,719 
2,559 

5,820 

44 

1,987 
97 

1,266 

66 

8 

30,869 
710,980 

69,870 
450,890 

27,520 
5,814 

44 

2,050 
116 

1,814 
188 

40 

80,869 
718,001 

78,726 
452,109 

80.079 

11,184 

Total 
„    1900 

229 

1,0^5 

15,524 
71,135 

8,448 
4,487 

1,295,898 
1,641,066 

8,697 
5,582 

1,810.917 
1,712,191 

Betusn  of  Piindpol  Articles  of  Export  from  Malmo  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

• 

Tons  •  • 

Quantity. 

1901. 

1900. 

Bacon  and  beef 

Bntter 

648 

7,084 

6,088 

.  7,046 

870 

1,750 

704 
6,004 

Chalk 

Flonr     .          

LiTestock         4 

Matches 

»    ••        •  • 

Nnmber 
Tons,. 

6,239 
6,761 
8,739 
1,840 
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malmo. 


Ebturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Malmo  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Artielei. 


Coal 

Coffee 

•  •    Tons  • 

Cotton 

Feed-stufi^ 

Fish 

•  ••          n      • 

•  •• 1        «      • 

Grain,  flour  and  seed   . 
Iron,  all  kinds  •• 
Ifachinerjr 
Manurea 

Oils 

Sagar     

Sjmp 

Wool  and  teztUes 

•  ••           >»      • 

:    :;  yaiae; 

.  • ,  Tons  . 

•  ••  1      »    • 

•  •• !      »»    • 

•    -1  ■•  • 

•  •  •  t      »f    • 

Qoantity. 


1901. 


1,972 
1,562 

17,257 
1,241 

47,612 
6,258 
3,274 

10,165 

10,578 

21 

269 

1,045 


1900. 


291,112 
1,483 
1,009 

16,414 
1,852 

48,168 

18,604 
8,880 
8,182 

10,771 

8,199 

861 

1,699 


Trade 
generallT. 

Exports. 


Imports. 


Shipping. 


Htrboar. 


YSTAD. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Boig  reports  as  follows  :— 

Last  year's  trade  and  traffic  have  been  of  a  satisfactory 
character,  the  industries  of  the  district  having  done  well,  with 
fair  prospects  for  the  future. 

The  bulk  of  export  takes  place  vi&  Malmo,  with  which  port  there 
is  good  railway  communication,  and  where  there  are  the  very  best 
facilities  for  the  export  of  such  articles  as  butter  and  bacon  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  articles  for  which  this  district  is  noted,  and 
which  require  special  care  in  transit 

Tliere  is  no  change  of  note  to  report  as  regards  the  articles 
ordinarily  imported  into  this  district,  except  that  owing  to  the 
excellence  of  the  beet  nop  there  has  been  no  occasion  to  import 
foreign  sugar. 

The  depression  in  the  shipping  trade,  elsewhere  so  severely 
felt,  has  not  in  any  great  measure  made  itself  conspicuous  here. 
The  coasting  trade  has  been  good,  and  the  average  figures  of 
vessels  trading  to  this  port  have  been  reached,  or  nearly  so. 

There  have  entered  this  port : — 


Prom— 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom 

Germanj 

Denmark. 

68 
140 
212 

^09  fH 

The  harbour  is  safe,  composed  of  two  large  piers  built  out  into 
the  Baltic,  it  is  tideless  and  seldom  troubled  by  ice.  There  is  a 
depth  of  19  feet  alongside  the  quays. 
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The  new  lines  to  Brosarp,  with  trains  running  to  Ghristianstad  fiailways. 
and  Sldfarp,  have  been  opened  to  traffic. 

Salmon,  herring  and  eels  are  obtained  on  this  coast  in  fair  Fisheries, 
quantities ;  the  latter  are  mostly  exported  alive  to  Gtermany. 

The  crops  of  the  district  have  been  satisfactory.     The  pro-  Agriculture* 
longed  and  severe  drought  did  not  seem  to  influence  the  crop  of 
beets  at  all ;  on  the  contrary,  the  percentage  of  sugar  appears  to 
have  increased  in  comparison  with   that  of  years  of  ordinary 
rainfall. 

The  breeding  of  cattle,  horses  and  pigs  in  this  district  continues 
to  improve. 

Betubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Ystad  during  the  Year 

1901. 

Entsred. 


SaUing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NaUonality. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Swedish  .. 
Duiish    .. 
Gennan  .. 
Other  nationalities 

•  • 
97 
74 
22 
9 

9,484 
2,077 
1,409 
1,748 

1 

189 

107 

11 

11 

975 

61,112 

16,620 

6,887 

7,032 

1 

236 

181 

88 

20 

976 

70,546 

18,697 

7,246 

8,776 

Total 
„    1900  .. 

202 
196 

14,668 
21,049 

269 

268 

91,676 
88,648 

471 
468 

106,289 
109,697 

Cleared. 


Nationalitj. 


BaUiog. 


Nomber 
of 

Vessels. 


Tons. 


Steam. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


ToeaL 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


British    .. 

1 

976 

J 

975 

Swedish  .. 

12 

1,600 

59 

25,997 

71 

27,4&7 

Danish    .. 

67 

1,878 

107 

16,620 

164 

'      17,998 

Qerman  .. 

18 

1        654 

9 

5,424 

22 

1        6,078 

Other  nationalities 

7 

I      1,657 

10 

6,629 

17 

1        8,285 

Total 

89 

i      6,189 

186 

55,645 

275 

i      60,834 

„    1900  .. 

97 

1      8,244 

182 

52,062 

279 

1      60,806 

(160) 
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Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Ystad  daring 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Quantity. 


Articlet. 


1901. 


1900. 


Bg«8 

FUh 


Score. 
Cwte.. 


85 
104 


26 


KeturJi  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Ystad  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

QuanUty. 

Tons.. 

1901. 

1900. 

Bran 

2,772 

4,288 

Coal  and  ooke 

»»    •  •         •  • 

67,208 

60,638 

Coffee 

Cwts... 

6,584 

8,868 

Urain 

Tons  . . 

2,268 

2,688 

Iron       ..         ••         ••         •• 

15 
6,746 

104 

Haebinery        

Yalne..         £ 

6,782 

Manure 

Tone.. 

8,658 

8,048 

OUcake 

»i    ••         •• 

1,880 

1,844 

Rails 

»    •  •         •  • 

469 

8,690 

Salt        

Quarters 

7,881 

7,976 

Sugar     

Toos.. 

4 

8,118 

Tobacco 

Cwts 

1,127 

646 

Wool  and  textiles 

w        ••                •• 

276 

276 

Ahus 


Trade 

genentlly. 

Bxports. 

Imports. 


Harboar. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Borg  reports  as  follows : — 

Trade  and  shipping  were  very  satisfactory  last  year. 

Cement,  granite  and  wood-pulp,  the  chief  artides  of  export  ol 
this  place,  show  a  decrease. 

Coal  and  coke  from  the  United  Kingdom,  grain  from  Germany 
and  Eussia,  and  potatoes  from  Germany,  show,  on  the  other  hand., 
a  large  increase.  The  distilleries,  of  which  there  are  several  in 
this  vicinity,  consume  the  latter  article  in  large  quantities,  and 
when  the  local  potato  crops  fail  or  turn  out  below  average 
there  always  follows  a  large  import,  as  has  been  the  case  in  1901. 

The  harbour  is  in  good  condition  and  well  maintained.  It  is 
easy  of  access,  and  wul  admit  vessels  of  a  draught  of  18  feet 
alongside  the  quays.  Ahus,  formerly  an  independent  town,  is 
now  merely  the  port  of  the  chief  provincial  town,  Christianstad 
aiid  diatrict.  The  waterway  that  earlier  connected  Christianstad 
with  the  sea  is  now  no  longer  navigable  except  for  vessels  of  very 
light  draught,  and  the  distance,  about  14  miles,  is  too  long  to- 
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warrant  the  expense  of  keeping  the  channel  in  order  lor  sea-going 
vessels  to  come  up  to  Christianstad,  to  which  a  very  lucrative 
railway  now  supplies  the  necessary  communicatioiL  Tlie  district 
is  very  busy  both  from  an  industrial  as  well  as  agricultural  point 
of  view,  and  is  reckoned  as  one  of  the  best  in  Sweden. 

The  surrounding  country  is  well  farmed,  consisting  of  large  Agricolturt* 
estates  in  high  cultivation. 

Ebturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Ahus  during  the  Year 

1901. 

Entered. 


NationaUty. 


SaUing. 


SteaBL 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


British  .. 
Swedish  .. 
German  .. 
Banish  .. 
Other  nationalities 


Total 


1900  .. 


141 
66 

126 
14 


846 
286 


Tons. 


14,011 
8,981 
6,281 
2,268 


26,481 
19,768 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


9     ,       7.714 

214  70,096 

23     I       6,224 


16 

262 

209 


6,227 


9Q,260 
67,562 


9 
866 

88 
126 

80 


608 
495 


Tons. 


7,714 

84,106 

10,206 

6,281 

8,486 


116J41 
87,380 


Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Natlonalitj. 

Nnmber 

of 
Vessek. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

VSMSIS. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Swedish  .. 

Qeman 

Danish    .. 

41 

61 

"1 

8,144 
8,049 
4,471 
1,700 

9 
87 
19 

*i6 

7,714 

27,986 

6  700 

6,046 

9 
128 

70 
111 

23 

7.714 
81,129 
8,749 
4,471 
7,746 

Total 
„    1900  .. 

211 
S26 

12,864 
12,171 

180 

106 

47,446 

87,960 

841 

832 

69.809 
60,121 
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Betctkn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Ahus  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Artides. 

Quantity. 

1901. 

1900. 

Cement 

Granite 

Wood-pulp         

Tons. 

298 
20,640 

888 

Tons. 

2,454 
25,084 

2,169 

Ketukit  of   Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Ahus  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1901. 

1900. 

Bran       

Coaltar 

Coal  and  coke 

Qrain 

Manure 

Oilcake 

Potatoes 

Rails       

Salt         

Tons. 

8,090 

2 

68,459 

88,097 

2,929 

1,066 

18,561 

20 

1,161 

Tons. 

6,416 

468 

44.796 

29,244 

1,714 

948 

8,849 

1,408 

712 

Carlscrona. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Palander  reports  as  follows : — 

Trade  Comparatively  speaking  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Caxkcrona 

generally.        have  undergone  very  little  change  in  1901. 

Szports.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  low  prices  there  has  been  a  decrease 

in  the  export  of  the  principal  articles,  granite  and  wood.  With 
regard  to  the  former,  this  district  has  not  benefited  by  the  trade 
that  has  been  opened  up  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  north- 
west part  of  Sweden  in  all  kinds  of  granite,  and  is  still  confined 
to  its  old  customers,  Germany  and  Denmark.  A  movement  in 
Germany  in  favour  of  an  import  duty  on  granite  has  caused 
great  anxiety  to  the  quarry  owners  of  this  country,  whose  market 
there  has  been  almost  undisputed.  Strikes  and  wages  questions 
have  also  helped  injure  this  trade. 

Importa  The  import  of  coal  and  coke  from  the  United  Kingdom  has 

increased,  whereas  that  from  Germany  is  less,  owing  to  inferior 
quality. 

In  expectation  of  a  rise  in  the  duty  on  coffee  there  has  been  a 
heavy  import;  other  articles  have,  on  the  whole,  not  exceeded 
their  normal  figuies. 
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Owing  to  a  very  hot  and  dry  season  the  crops  of  grain  turned  HarFest. 
out  most  unsatisfactory.     Hay  and  potatoes,  on  the  other  hand, 
gave  better  results. 

There  are  over  4,000  individuals  in  this  district  solely  Fisheries, 
dependent  on  the  result  of  the  fishing  on  the  coast  and  in  the 
Baltic  waters  adjoining;  about,  2,000  tuore  are  partly  engaged  in 
fishing,  partly  small  farmers,  and  these  also  dtipend  in  a  great 
measure  on  the  fisheries,  Salmcm,  eels,  codfish  and  herring  are 
the  principal  kinds  obtained,  and  are  chiefly  sold  to  Germany. 

Except  quarrying  there  are  not  many  industries  to  Tiote  within  Indostrieg. 
this  district.     There  are  about  a  dozen  distilleries  in  operation 
and  one  reSnery  of  alcohol,  the  largest  in  Sweden,  where,  however, 
activity  has  been  greatly  curtailed  owicg  to  adverse  circurnstunces. 

The  line  between  Netcraby  and  Alnaryd  is  to  be  extended  to  BaUways. 
Kringsboda. 

The  working  classes  are  doing  well,  and  have  full  employment  Labour, 
with  advanced  wages, 

Eeturx  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Carlscrona  during  the 

Year  1901. 


Entered. 


8a 

Kumber 

of 
Vessels. 

iling. 
Tons. 

Steam. 

T.»Ul. 

Kationa1it3^ 

Number 

of 
Yessets. 

Tone. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tjns. 

British    .. 
Swedish  .. 
German  .. 
Danish    .. 
Other  nationalities 

lib 

28 
85 
20 

16,007 

676 

1.466 

4.581 

2 

890 

28 

2 

4 

2.786 
108,»98 
5,200 
1,036 
1,'205 

2 

480 

46 

87 

24 

2.786 
118,405 
6,776 
2,490 
6,786 

Total 
„    1900.. 

1«8 
222 

21,619 
25,689 

861 
846 

118.628 
110,238 

689 

667 

186,242 
186,872 

(150) 


D 
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carl8cr0ka. 
Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUtj.l 

Number 
of 

YenelB. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
YeBsels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of            Tona. 
Yesaels. 

British    .. 
Swedish  .. 

DaiiiRh     .. 
Other  naiionalitleB 

172 
48 
62 
17 

284 
883 

21,084 
1,084 
2,224 
4,248 

2 

287 

24 

2 

2,785 

88,244 

6,842 

'827 

2              2,786 

459          104,278 

67              6  426 

52              2,224 

19              5,07a 

Toral 
„    1900  .. 

88,585 
32,666 

S16 
319 

92,198 
97,624 

599          120.7^8 
652       i    180,190 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Carlscrona  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articlea. 


Fish 
Granite 
Iron 
Wowl 


OwtA,. 
Yalne 
Tons  .. 
Standards 


QuHuiity. 

1901. 

1900. 

2,176 

66,500 

188 

12,0^0 

8,012 

67,122 

76 

13,450 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Carlscrona  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 


Bran 

Hacon     •• 

Brandy 

Coal  and  coke  . . 

Coffee 

<)r»in     .. 

Hides  and  skins 

Iron  and  rails  •• 

Manure ..         ••         ..         ..  •      n     •• 

Paddy „     .. 

Petroleum         Gwts. .  • 

Salt        Tons  .. 

Tobacco i  Cwts. . . 

Wool „     . . 


Quantity. 


1901. 


Tons  , 


Gallons 
Tons  . . 
Gwts... 
Tons  .. 
Cwtfi. . . 
Tons  . . 


1900. 


1,096 

902 

86 

1,468 

29.1*8 

84,487 

87.P93 

36,*i79 

7,845 

5,788 

2  692 

3.577 

8.194 

8,8 '^2 

1,254 

1.748 

2,^76 

l,ft06 

2,015 

6.170 

, . 

6,256 

1,716 

950 

1,4«5 

849 

1,986 

1,718 
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Reference  to  previous  Beport,  Annual  Seriee  No.  257 o. 


Sir  Gonyngham  Greene  to  the  Marquess  o/Lansdovme. 
(Reoeired  afc  Foreign  Office,  December  8, 1901.) 

My  Lord,  Berne,  November  27,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  a 
Supplementary  Beport  on  the  Trade  of  Switzerland  in  1900  which 
I  h&ve  received  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Milligan,  British  Commercial  Agent 
at  Zarich.  This  report  in  its  first  part  deals  more  particularly  with 
British  exports  to  Switzerland  in  1900,  and  discusses  the  desir- 
ability of  a  more  effectual  cultivation  of  the  Swiss  trade  by  British 
commercial  travellers,  and  in  the  second  part  calls  attention  to  the 
importance  of  Switzerland's  export  trade  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  main  feature  of  1900  as  regards  the  commercial  relations 
between  the  United  Eangdom  and  Switzerland,  consists,  as  in  past 
years,  in  the  disproportion  between  our  exports  to  and  our  imports 
from  the  Confederation.  A  perusal  of  Mr.  Milligan's  present 
returns  and  of  his  earlier  report  on  the  same  period  will  show 
your  Lordship  that,  although  the  United  Kingdom  is  by  far  the 
best  customer  which  Switzerland  possesses  for  her  manufactured 
goods,  which  represent,  I  may  say,  99  per  cent,  of  her  exports  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  yet  the  balance  of  trade  is  very  much  against 
us ;  in  fact,  whereas  we  spent  6,984,000^.  on  Swiss  manufactured 
goods  in  1900,  we  only  received  from  her  in  return  1,843,000^. 
for  the  goods  which  we  exported  to  her,  so  that  there  was  a  differ- 
ence of  about  5,000,00OZ.  in  favour  of  the  Swiss  in  the  trade 
relations  between  the  two  countries. 

Of  our  commercial  rivals  the  most  successful  was  Grermany 
who  exported  to  Switzerland  in  the  year  under  consideration 
no  less  than  7,850,171^.  worth  of  manufactured  goods,  as 
against  2,575,542i  worth  exported  by  France,  and  1,843,073/. 
worth  only  exported  by  the  United  Kingdom.  This  great  supe- 
riority in  German  exports  to  Switzerland  is,  Mr.  Milligan  tells  us, 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  (Germany  is  the  principal  frontier 
country ;  that  the  chief  industries  are  carried  on  in  German 
Switzerland,  and  lastly,  that  this  large  trade  has  been  acquired  by 
systematic  cultivation  on  the  part  of  German  manufacturers  and 
merchants. 

With  the  first  two  of  these  causes  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
tend, but  as  regards  the  third,  I  venture  to  think  that  some- 
thing more  might  be  done,  or  at  any  rate,  might  be  tried,  to  meet 
our  tM>mpetitQr8  in  this  field  of  enterprise. 
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Your  Lordship  will  notice  that  Mr.  MQligan  contrasts  the 
activity  of  German  commercial  travellers  with  our  own  half- 
hearted efforts  in  this  direction,  and  quotes  some  startling  figures 
in  support  of  his  contention.  It  was  pointed  out  in  the  general 
report  on  British  trade  with  Switzerland  (No.  509,  Miscellaneous 
Series,  August,  1899)  that  commercial  travellers  could  not  be 
regarded  as  a  universal  pcmacea  for  our  defective  trade,  and  that 
it  would  be  difficult  for  some  time  to  come  to  compete  with 
Germany  through  this  channel  alone.  This  is  no  doubt  still  true 
enough,  but  my  belief  is  that  there  is  something  to  be  done 
towards  the  encouragement  of  this  form  of  enterprise,  and  I  would 
therefore  draw  the  attention  of  British  exporters  to  the  special 
information  which  Mr.  Milligan  supplies  in  the  present  report  as 
to  the  facilities  afforded  to  all  bon4  fide  commercial  travellers  in 
the  matter  of  licenses  free  of  charge,  and  furthei-,  as  to  the  low 
rabies  quoted  for  commercial  season  tickets,  which  entitle  repre- 
sentatives of  business  firms  at  an  outlay  of  41.  10a.  first  class,  or 
3i,  second  class,  to  travel  over  the  whole  of  the  level  railway 
system  of  Switzerland  as  often  as  they  please  during  a  period  of 
30  days,  and  for  longer,  of  course,  at  a  proportionately  higher 
figure*  When  we  remember  that  the  price  of  a  return  ticket 
(first  class  for  example)  from  London  to  Geneva  vi&  Paris  and 
Dieppe,  or  to  Basle  vi4  Flushing,  is  only  8s.  2rf.  and  9/?.  lid. 
respectively  more  than  the  cost  of  a  return  ticket  from  London  to 
Aberdeen,it  cannot  be  likely  that  this  difference  in  price  alone  would 
be  sufficient  to  deter  the  manufacturer  who  would  send  a  traveller 
to  Scotland  from  sending  another  to  Switzerland,  especially  when 
we  reckon  the  extraordinary  cheapness  with  which,  as  explained 
above,  the  commercial  season  ticket  enables  the  traveller,  once  he 
has  arrived  on  the  spot,  to  thresh  out  the  whole  of  this  little 
country. 

Again,  there  would  be  great  advantage,  as  the  report  suggests, 
in  British  commercial  travellers  who  are  already  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  the  German,  French,  or  other  Continental  markets,  ex- 
tending their  trips,  if  only  as  an  experiment,  to  Switzerland ;  and 
here,  again,  the  useful  system  of  commercial  season  tickets  would 
lessen  the  expense  of  this  further  pi^image.  Samples,  if  of  a 
bulky  nature,  could  of  course  be  forwarded  in  advance  by 
petite  Vitesse,  and  be  picked  up  by  the  traveller  at  the  Swiss 
frontier. 

Before  leaving  this  subject  I  would  remark  that  the  conver- 
sion of  weights  and  measures  and  of  currency  into  Gontinentol 
equivalents,  and  further,  the  translation  of  printed  matter  in 
British  price  lists  into  French  or  German  is  an  almost  indis- 
pensable condition  of  success,  while  a  colloquial  knowledge  of 
these  two  languages  by  travellers  would  immensely  facilitate  the 
simple  and  prompt  despatch  of  business. 

As  regards  the  latter  consideration,  however,  I  think  I  can 
undertake  that  His  Majesty's  Consular  Officers  in  Switzerland 
would  have  little  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  interpreters  to 
accompany  travellers  on  tibeir  rounds,  and  that  in  general  they. 
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and  especially  the  British  Commercial  Agent  at  Zurich,  wcmld  Ve 
only  too  ready  to  give  British  exporters  or  their  travellers  any 
information  and  assistance  in  their  power. 

Another  point  touched  on  by  Mr.  Milligan  in  his  report  as  an 
alternative,  or  as  supplementary  to  regular  commercial  travellers, 
is  the  desirability  of  the  appointment  of  Swiss  local  agents  by 
British  firms  to  represent  them  in  this  country.  This  is  a  sugges- 
tion which  has  already  been  fully  dealt  with  in  the  report  on 
British  trade  with  Switzerland  for  1899  (No.  542,  Miscellaneous 
Series,  November,  1900),  but  as  a  further  inducement  to  its 
adoption  I  may  remind  our  manufacturers  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  within  the  last  few  months  abolished  the  fees 
hitherto  levied  by  their  commercial  agents  abroad  for  finding 
suitable  agents  to  represent  British  firms,  so  that  there  is  now  no 
expense  whatever  incidental  to  embarking  upon  agencies  in  this 
country. 

In  making  the  above  observations  on  the  desirability  of  im- 
proved enterprise  in  the  way  of  commercial  travellers  and  of 
Swiss  agencies,  I  do  not  in  any  way  presume  to  dictate  to  home 
manufacturers  who,  as  mentioned  in  the  report  referred  to  above 
(No.  542,  Miscellaneous  Series,  November,  1900),  have  unfortu- 
nately already  sent  over  travellers  to  Switzerland  and  met  with 
little  success.  Nor  again  do  I  refer  to  those  British  firms,  or 
branches  of  British  firms,  alraady  successfully  established  in 
Switzerland,  who,  as  for  instance  in  Greneva,  regularly  import  and 
refresh  their  stock  of  British  commodities.  My  object  merely  is 
to  keep  before  our  merchants  the  persistent  efforts  of  our  com- 
mercied  rivals  to  secure  command  of  the  Swiss  markets,  and  to 
exhort  them,  as  Englishmen,  not  to  leave  any  stone  unturned 
in  order  to  try  and  redress  the  present  one-sided  balance  of 
trade. 

As  evidence  of  the  steady  desire  shown  by  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  give  every  assistance  to  our  exporters,  I  would 
point  not  only  to  the  recent  establishment  of  the  British  Com- 
mercial Agency  in  Switzerland,  but  to  the  gratifying  improvement 
in  the  way  of  statistical  information,  &c.,  which  has  already,  even 
at  this  early  stage,  followed  on  the  new  departure.  For  instance, 
in  the  report  on  British  trade  with  Switzerland  for  1899  (No.  542, 
Miscellaneous  Series,  November,  1900),  Mr.  Milligan  drew  up 
a  set  of  special  tables  giving  the  rates  of  duties  as  fixed  by 
the  Swiss  customs  on  every  article  of  import.  This  table 
ought,  I  think,  to  be  of  great  use  in  enabling  British  manu- 
facturers at  home  to  become  acquainted  with  the  scale  of  duties 
affecting  their  own  special  lines.  Again,  as  a  further  assistance, 
the  net  weights,  quantities,  values,  &c.,  of  imports  from  all  countries 
and  from  Great  Britain  were  for  the  first  time  tabulated  and 
included  in  the  same  report. 

I  have  already  called  attention  to  the  services  now  gratuitously 
rendered  by  the  British  Commercial  Agent  as  a  "medium"  for 
finding  suitable  Swiss  local  agents  to  represent  British  firms,  and 
I  need  therefore  only  refer  in  addition  to  the  successful  first  official 
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visit  paid  by  Mr.  Milligan  in  the  spring  of  this  year  to  Birming- 
ham, Manchester,  and  Sheffield,  with  a  view  to  making  his  ap- 
pointment as  Commercial  Agent  and  the  nature  of  his  duties 
more  widely  known  among  British  merchants  and  manufacturers. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  reconmiend  to  the  earnest  attention  of 
our  home  manufacturers  a  perusal,  not  only  of  the  present  report 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  but  also  of  the  earlier  reports 
on  British  trade  relations  with  Switzerland,  and  notably  those 
mentioned  below.*  These  reports  can  be  bought  for  2^d.  apiece, 
and  may,  I  think,  be  fairly  said  to  be  well  worth  the  money. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)        CONYNGHAM  GEEENE. 


Report  on  British   Trade  with  Switzerland  for  the  Year  1900  6y 
Mr.  J,  C.  Milliffan,  British  Commercial  Agent 

IntiodiiotoKy.  The  detailed  statistics  of  the  trade  of  Switzerland  in  1900, 
which  the  Swiss  Customs  Department  issued  recently,  do  not 
show  any  material  alteration  in  the  figures  given  in  the  preliminary 
report  on  the  trade  of  Switzerland  for  the  year  1900,  pubUshed  in 
April  last  (No.  2575,  Annual  Series). 

Importf.  The  total  imports    into   Switzerland   in   1899   amounted  to 

44,444,000/.,  viz.  :— 


Baw  materials. . 

Natural  products  and  articles  of  food 

Manufactured  goods  .  • 

Total 


Value. 


£ 
17,988,000 
12,057,000 
14,454,000 


44,444,000 


This  is  below  the  average  of  several  years  past,  in  consequence 
of  large  stocks  of  raw  material  left  over  from  1899,  and  of  reduced 
demands  for  foreign  food  products  for  home  consumption.  The 
decline  in  imports  naturally  affected  the  customs  receipts,  which 
realised  about  1,900,000/.,  the  lowest  receipts  for  the  past  three 
years.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  824,000Z.  (or  about  43  per  cent.) 
of  this  revenue  was  derived  from  duties  on  food  products. 
Textiles  contributed  324,0O0Z.,  and  metals  183,000Z. 
Swiss  exports.  The  satisfactory  returns  in  Swiss  exports  to  all  countries  are 
partly  accounted  for  by  the  carrying  over  of  large  orders  from 
1899  ;  the  Paris  Exhibition  also  appears  to  have  had  a  favourable 
influence  on  the  sales  of  Swiss  manufactures.  The  exports  of 
manufactured  goods  show  an  increase  of  1,106,000/.,  principally  in 
articles  of  food,  cotton  goods,  machinery,  and  watches. 

•  No.  609,  Misrellaneoas  Series    (1S90);    No.    642,   HisoelUuieoas   Series. 
1900)  i  No.  2575  Annual  Series  (1901). 
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As  explained  in  the  report  published  in  April,  it  was  not  British 
possible  then  to  give  any  information  with  respect  to  the  nature  «!><"*•  ^ 
and  value  of  the  exports  of  manufactured  goods  from  the  United  jn'igoa"'* 
Kingdom  to  Switzerland.  According  to  the  customs  returns 
recently  published,  British  exports  to  Switzerland  in  1900 
amounted  to  2,492,000/.,  an  increase  of  235,000/.  on  the  value  of 
the  exports  in  1899.  This  increase,  however,  does  not  solely  result 
from  an  improvement  in  the  exportation  of  British  goods  to 
Switzerland,  but  is  partly  owing  to  an  advance  in  the  prices  of 
cotton  yams  and  cotton  textures.  If  the  increase  in  these  goods 
were  not  taken  into  consideration,  the  general  export  trade  of  the 
United  Kingdom  to  Switzerland  in  1900  would  show  a  decline  of 
about  27,000/.  on  the  figures  of  1899.  The  export  of  iron  and  wire 
goods  increased  by  68,000/.,  but  this  increase  is  more  than 
balanced  by  decreased  exports  of  woollen,  leather,  and  shoe  goods, 
and  also  in  flax,  hemp,  jute,  and  ramie. 

The  following  analysis  of  the  principal  imports  of  manufactures 
from  the  United  Elingdom  show  in  which  classes  of  goods 
increases  or  decreases  have  taken  place.  For  the  purpose  of 
comparison,  the  value  of  the  Swiss  imports  from  all  countries  is 
also  given. 


Items  showing  an  Increase  in  the  Imparts  from  the  United  Kingdom 

in  1900. 

The  total  imports  of  cotton  goods  from  all  countries  amounted  Cotton  goods, 
to  1,804,000/.  The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  were 
1,054,800/.,  an  increase  of  264,000/.  on  the  imports  of  1899.  The 
imports  of  yarn  fi'om  the  United  Kingdom  increased  from 
167,000/.  to  215,000/.,  heavy  textures  from  303,000/.  to  501,000/., 
other  textures  from  35,000/.  to  64,000/.  There  was  a  decrease  in 
plain  tulle  of  11,000/. ;  in  lace,  3,000/. ;  and  linoleum  carpets, 
2,000/.  The  decrease  in  British  linoleum  carpets  is  remarkable, 
as  the  total  imports  increased  by  15,000/.  (1900,  76,000/. ;  1899, 
61,000/.). 

The  total  imports  of  coarse  yams  decreased  in  quantity  by 
124,000  kilos.,  or  nearly  50  per  cent,  less  than  in  1899,  but  as  the 
imports  of  the  coarser  Italian  yams  decreased  by  fully  74  per 
cent,  and  these  were  substituted  by  British  and  French  yarns,  the 
average  value  was  about  66  per  cent,  higher  than  in  1899.  The 
average  value  of  dyed  plain  yams  also  rose  about  42  per  cent, 
(although  the  quantity  imported  Was  about  23  per  cent,  less),  and 
for  other  yams  from  16  to  24  per  cent.  The  imports  of  raw,  plain 
cotton  textures  increased  by  40  per  cent,  this  increase  being  due 
to  the  requirements  of  the  embroidery  industry.  The  United 
Kingdom  alone  sent  803,000  kiloa  more  of  embroidery  textures. 
During  1900  the  amount  of  raw  cotton  imported  was  23,187,100 
kilos.,  value  1,360,000/.,  as  against  23,970,700  kilos.,  value 
1,074,800/.,  in  1899. 

Mineral  prodxice  (total  imports,  3,721,000/,).     Imports  from  Mineral 
(920)  A  4  produce. 
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Hetal  goods. 


lion  B,w\  wire 
goods. 


Other  goods. 


the  United  Kingdom,  51,O00Z. :  increase,  20,000/,  The  above 
increase  was  in  coal.  The  total  imports  of  coal  amounted  to 
2,018,000/.,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  42,000/. 

Alvminium,  zinCy  tin,  and  lead  goods  (toted  imports,  402,000/.). 
Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  40,000/. ;  increase,  13,000/. 

This  increase  is  accounted  for  in  the  imports  of  tin  in  bars, 
which  amounted  to  38,000/.,  an  increase  of  13,000/.  on  the 
previous  year. 

Iron  and-  wire  goods  (total  imports,  3,025,000/.).  Imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  502,000/. ;  increase,  68,700i 

Principal  increases :  pig-iron  (64,000/.)»  and  sheet-iron,  tinned, 
under  -^m^h.  (22,000/.). 

Principal  decreases :  rails  and  rolled  wire  (12,000/.),  and  coajse 
cast-iron  ware  (6,000/.). 

As  stated,  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  show  an 
iTicrease  of  68,000,  whilst  the  imports  from  the  following  countries 
show  a  decrease-. — Germany,  117,000/.,  and  the  United  States, 
68,000.  The  principal  items  of  which  Germany  sent  less  were 
sheet-iron,  37,000/.;  forged  iron  goods,  58,000/.;  rough  piping, 
18,000/. ;  and  cast-iron  ware,  13,000/.  The  decrease  in  imports 
from  the  United  States  is  accounted  for  as  follows  :  rough  piping, 
58,000/. ;  and  forged  iron  goods,  12,000/. 

Eeady-made  articles  of  apparel,  animal  products,  curt,  and 
literature,  scientific  instruments,  paper  and  paper  goods,  agricul- 
tural products,  gold  watch  cases,  and  straw  goods  all  show  a  small 
increase  in  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 


WooUen 
goods. 


Laatiier. 


Items  shovnng  a  Decrease  in  the  Imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Woollen  goods  (total  imports,  1,612,700/.,  being  a  decrease  of 
185,000/.  on  1899).  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
316,400/.;  decrease,  24,000/.,  the  decrease  being  principally  in 
heavy  textures,  23,000i ;  worsted  and  carded  yams,  5,600/. ; 
and  carpets,  8,000/.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  imports  of 
light  textures,  9,000/. ;  and  other  yams,  4,000/. 

Leather  and  shoe  goods  (total  imports,  954,600/.).  Imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  40,000/.;  decrease,  29,400/.,  the 
principal  decreases  being  in  sole  leather,  10,700/. ;  leather, 
necks  and  bellies,  15,400/.;  harness  leather,  1,300/.;  superior 
shoes,  800/. ;  and  leather  gloves,  800/1 

The  United  States  increased  her  exports  to  Switzerland  by 
11,000/.  (the  increase  being  in  leather,  necks  and  bellies),  the 
total  imports  from  the  United  States  for  1900  amounting  to 
141,500/.  Australia  figures  for  the  first  time  as  an  exporter  of 
leather  to  Switzerland  to  the  amount  of  about  3,000/.,  viz.,  leather 
for  soles,  1,500/. ;  other  leather,  necks  and  bellies,  1,500/. 

The  total  imports  of  leather  goods  show  a  decrease  of  85,000/., 
which  is  partly  explained  by  the  fact  that  some  Swiss  tanneries 
have  suocessfully  introduced  the  manufacture  of  various  articles, 
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which  it  was  necessaiy  hitherto  to  import  from  other  countries. 
The  imports  of  superior  and  common  boots  and  shoes  decreased  by 
more  than  20>000/. ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  imports  of  cloth  shoes 
increased  by  5,000/.  The  imports  of  indiarubber  shoes  increased 
by  nearly  5,000Z. 

Flax,  hemp,  jvie,  and  ramie  (total  imports,  504,000i,  or  an  ^^^  ^«™P» 
increase  of  12,000Z.  on  1899).    Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  ^''**®*  **• 
47,700Z. ;  decrease,  31,000Z. 

Although  the  total  imports  increased  by  12,000/.  on  those  of 
1899,  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  show  a  decrease  of 
31,00021,  the  most  important  reductions  being  in  jute  packing 
canvas,  19,000/.  ;  other  packing  canvas,  4,000/. ;  and  jute  yam, 
3,000/.  With  the  exception  of  jute,  a  further  rise  took  place 
in  the  price  of  raw  stuffs  in  consequence  of  the  bad  harvests  of 
the  past  two  years,  and  the  imports  into  Switzerland  for  1900 
show  a  considerable  decrease  excepting  for  packing  canvas. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  flax.  Comparative 
hemp,  and  jute  goods  imported  in  1899  and  1900  :—  ^  ^^^*^» 

jute  imports 
in  1899-1900. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10 


SWITZERLAND. 


o 
o 

OS 
r-i 
I 
Oi 
OS 
00 


^ 
>* 


t 
I 

il 

I 


s 


IQ        i-l        04 

i-T        O         00         CO         fH 


%  s 


si  I  I  § 

d  ^^       5>         *•        0*^ 


S 

II 


? 


OS        CD        ^        00 

qjS      8      S^     1-^ 

3    o    M    3 


Si 


1  sn  i 

Or         iH      i-T 


I 


fet 


o 


M 

I 

a 


t2 


^  X      n       to 


00 


a 


I1 

=3 
<8 


§  *    -^^   *>« 


5 

04 


5  §  5 


^         lO        -^ 
1^        l>        00 

04        CC         0» 


§ 


s^.   «    »«.   1   n 

j2  •-•        OS        ^        CO        OS 

M&     &     So     ^     S 


i 


3 

§1 
S,a 

^1 


'I 


i 

'  i 


as    -^  49 

-II  ill's  8| 

fS  ^  ^5  > 


^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SWITZEBLAND.  11 

The  imports  from  Germany  roee  ixom  144,000i  in  1899  to 
200,000/.,  the  principal  items  being  hemp,  linen,  and  jute  packing 
canvas,  43,000/. ;  fine  and  finished  linen  textures,  70,000Z. ;  other 
jute  and  linen  textures,  16,000/. ;  hemp,  jute,  and  linen  yams, 
29,000/. ;  other  hemp  and  jute  goods,  32,000/. 

Alhnmtary  prodticts  (total  imports,   10,913,000t).      Imports -^^•"*~7 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  37,600/. ;  decrease,  12,000/.  proauote. 

The  decrease  in  the  imports  &om  the  United  Eingdom  is 
principally  accounted  for  in  the  reduced  imports  of  fr^h  fish, 
which  decreased  from  14,000/.  in  1899  to  6,500/.  in  1900.  Cigars 
and  tobacco,  molasses  and  syrup  also  showed  a  considerable 
decrease.  As  fish  is  admitted  free  of  duty  into  Switzerland,  and 
as  the  value  of  the  imports  rose  in  1900  to  89,000/.,  the  reduced 
imjwrts  from  the  United  Kingdom  are  difficult  to  account  for. 
The  total  imports  in  alimentary  products  decreased  by  965,000/., 
particularly  in  wheat,  foreign  wines  and  flour. 

Machinery  amd  vehicles  (total  imports,  1,471,000/.,  or  a  decrease  Machinerr 
of  187,400/.  on  1899).  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  98,000/. :  *°^  ^*"**^*' 
decrease,  3,700/.,  the  principal  decreases  being  in  spinning  and 
throwing  machines,  5,700/. ;  sewing  machines,  2,500/. ;  driving 
bands,  1,700/. ;  parts  of  machinery,  1,000/. ;  carding  machines, 
900/.;  machinery  for  tools,  900/.;  bicycles,  650i  There  was 
an  increase  in  agricultural  and  domestic  machines  of  2,400/.,  and 
in  other  machines  not  described  of  6,900/. 

The  imports  from  Germany,  which  were  considerably  above 
1,000,000/.  in  1899,  decreased,  namely,  in  "various  machinery," 
130,000/.,  and  milling  machines,  25,000/.  Imports  from  Belgium 
decreased  by  75,000/.,  the  decrease  being  in  goods  vans  and 
"  various  machinery,"  Imports  from  the  United  States  of  various 
kinds  of  machinery  increased  by  16,000/. 

Copper  and  brass  goods  (total  imports,  755,000/.).  Imports Copporimd 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  9,500/. ;  decrease,  7,400/.,  principally  ^^'^  ^^**^*' 
in  copper  and  brass  in  bars,  6,000/.,  although  there  was  an 
increase  of  27,000/.  in  the  total  imports.  Imports  from  (Jermany 
amounted  to  475,000/.  (1899,  452,000/.),  the  principal  item  being 
rolled  copper  and  brass,  which  shows  an  increase  of  63,000/. 
Imports  from  the  United  States  increased  by  17,000/1,  the  increase 
being  entirely  in  copper  and  brass  in  bars. 

DruggisU'  sundries  and  chemicals  (total  imports,  ^  »236,000/.).  ^^^g^ 
Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  50,700/. ;  decrease,  3,800/. 

Imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  from  Germany,  France  and 
Belgium  all  show  a  substantial  increase. 

Cattle  (total  imports,  1,740,000/.).     Imports  from  the  United  Oattle. 
Kingdom,  27,400/. ;  decrease,  15,000/.,  the  decrease  being  solely  in 
horses. 

Colmring  materials  (total  imports,  299,000/.).  Imports  from  Colouping 
the  United  Kingdom,  11,000/.;  decrease,  6,000/.,  the  decrease '"■**™^»- 
being  in  varnishes,  3,600/L,  and  various  colours,  2,200/. 

Indiarubber  and  gtUta-percha  goods  (total  imports,  123,000/1).  Indiambber 
Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  25,500/. ;  decrease,  2,800/.         V>odM. 
The  decrease  in  the  imports  of  indiarubber  threads  was  owing 
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to  the  reduced  requirements  of  elastic  factories  whose  exports 

decreased  last  year.    Within  the  last  10  years  this  industry  has 

lost  one-third  of  its  exports. 
Oiher  goodf.         Pottery  and  china  goods,  wooden  goods,  glassware,  oils,  soaps 

and  fats,  hardware,  fancy  goods,  and  writing  and  drawing  materials. 

bXL  show  a  slight  decrease  in  the  imports    from    the    United 

Kingdom. 
Switierland's        The  following  table  has  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
m^Sctures,  ^*^*"^S  *  ^^^^^  picture    of   Switzerland's   purchasing   power   of 
'manufactured   articles  of    food  and    other   manufactured   goods. 

(The  Swiss  imports  of  raw  materials  are  not  included.) 

Table  showing  Imports  of  ManufSrCtured  Food  Products  and 
Manufactured  Goods  into  Switzerland  from  the  Principal 
Countries  in  1900. 


Principal  Oountries. 


Yalae. 


Manufacfcared 

Food 

Product-8. 


Germany           I  121,727 

France 57,9U3 

United  Kingdom          ..          ..  26,167 

Austria-Hungary         . .          . .  64,864 

United  States '  98,695 

Italy 11,820 


Manufactured 
Goods. 


£ 

7»728,444 

2,617,689 

1,816,906 

797.360 

448,808 

400,692 


Total. 


£ 

7,850,171 

2,575,542 

1,843,073 

862,224 

647,003 

412,012 


Commercial 
traTeUerB 
yisiting 
Switsflrland 


It  will  at  once  be  seen  that  Germany  commands  the  market, 
and  is  year  by  year  increasing  her  exports  to  Switzerland.  This 
is  in  a  great  measure  due,  firstly,  to  the  fact  that  Grermany  is  the 
principal  frontier  country ;  and  secondly,  that  the  chief  industries 
are  carried  on  in  German  Switzerland ;  but  this  large  trade  has 
ako  been  acquired  by  systematic  cultivation  on  the  part  of  Ger- 
man manufacturers  and  merchants.  In  1900,  3,848  commercial 
travellers,  representing  German  firms,  visited  Switzerland,  many 
of  them  three  or  four  times  a  year.  But  in  addition  to  this  lai^ 
number,  which  is  given  in  the  official  returns,  many  of  the  Swiss 
travellers  (21,200  obtained  the  necessary  permit  to  travel)  repre- 
sented German  houses.  The  result  of  this  persistent  energy  is 
seen  in  the  above-mentioned  table. 

The  following  statistics  which  have  been  published,  giving 
particulars  as  to  the  class  of  goods  represented  by  commercial 
travellers,  may  be  of  interest : — 
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Number 

of  OotnmeFcial 

IhntTeUen. 


Bepresenting  firms  selling  articles  of  food 

„  rarious  textile  industries         .  •         •  • 

,,  the  metal  ioduBtries 

„  firms  selling  chemical  products,  drugs,  per- 

fumery, Ac.     •«         ••         ••         ••         •• 

„  the  ^atch  and  jewellery  trades 


9,444 
6,988 
1,782 

1,880 
681 


The  number  of  travellers  visiting  the  principal  towns  were : — 


Town. 


Basle 
Zixrich 
Geneya 
8t.aaU        • 
Berne  • 

Luceone 
Winterthur . 
Lausanne     . 


Number 

of  Commercial 

Trayellers. 


8,443 

8,383 

2,587 

1,000 

859 

679 

614 

618 


According  to  the  official  returns,  34  British  commercial 
travellers  applied  for  the  necessary  permit  to  sell  British  goods 
in  Switzerland !  Although  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  actual 
number  may  be  slightly  larger,  through  ignorance  of  the  fact  that 
an  official  permit  was  required,  these  figures  prove  that  the 
Swiss  market  is  n^lected  by  our  manufacturers. 

It  may  here  be  well  to  point  out  that  British  commercial 
travellers  are  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  Swiss  travellers  by 
the  Federal  Law  of  1892.  British  travellers  calling  upon  Swiss 
firms  who  buy  the  goods  for  re-selling,  or  who  require  them  for 
industrial  purposes,  are  entitled  by  the  above  laws  to  a  license 
frte  of  charge;  this  license  is  however  compulsory,  and  is  only 
given  upon  the  presentation  of  a  certificate  from  a  British  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  or  some  other  competent  British  authority  that  the 
applicant  is  a  hond  fide  commercial  traveller.  In  other  cases,  for 
instance,  if  travellers  call  on  private  people,  British  as  well  as 
Swiss  commercial  travellers  have  to  pay  a  tax  of  61.  for  a  12 
months'  license,  or  4/.  for  six  months,  but  most  British  travellers 
would  no  doubt  come  under  the  first  category,  and  receive  free 
licenses. 

The  cost  of  railway  travelling,  moreover,  is  not  expensive  in 
Switzerland  if  advantage  be  taken  of  the  "commercial  season 
tickets.^'  These  tickets  can  be  obtained  at  any  of  the  principal 
stations  at  the  following  rates : — 
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ArailAble  for^ 

Ist  Class. 

2iid  Class. 

15  days   

80    „ 

8  months          

£    #.    d. 

8    0    0 

4  10    0 

11    0    0 

17    0    0 

£   #.    d. 
2    0    0 
8    0    0 
7  10    0 
12    0    0 

Desirabitj  of 
appointing 
agents  in 
Switserland. 


And  entitle  the  holder  to  travel  upon  any  of  the  Swiss  railway 
lines  (excepting  the  mountain  cable  railways)  as  often  as  he  likes. 
If  a  commercial  traveller,  therefore,  makes  a  business  visit  to 
Switzerland  of  30  days,  his  railway  travelling  expenses  in  the  country 
would  only  amount  from  3/.  to  4/.  lOs.,  according  to  the  class  in 
which  he  travels.  There  is,  therefore,  no  reason  why  British 
commercial  travellers  who  already  visit  the  (Jerman,  French, 
Austrian,  and  Italian  markets  should  not  extend  their  journey  to 
Switzerland,  and  find  out  for  themselves  whether  there  is  a  market 
for  their  particular  class  of  goods  or  not.  British  firms  who  are 
sending  their  commercial  travellers  to  Switzerland  for  the  first 
time,  or  who  are  anxious  to  extend  their  connection  in  that 
country,  are  invited  to  apply  to  the  British  Commercial  Agent  at 
Zurich,  should  they  desire  information  in  r^ard  to  trade  in 
Switzerland.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Foreign  Office  have 
recently  abolished  the  fees  hitherto  levied  by  British  Commercial 
Agents  for  answering  inquiries. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  in  a  previous  report  (No.  542,  Miscel- 
laneous Series)  that  British  manufacturers  could  increase  their 
trade  in  Switzerland  by  appointing  agents  of  Swiss  nationality  to 
represent  them.  This  would  be  at  least  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  without  involving  any  considerable  outlay,  and  would 
make  British  goods,  if  the  requirements  and  prices  of  the  Swiss 
market  are  studied,  better  known  than  they  are  at  present. 


StvUzerlaruTs  Export  Trade  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Intfoduotopy.  The  total  exports  from  Switzerland  to  the  United  Kingdom 
in  1900  amounted  to  7,020,000/.,  an  increase  of  382,000/.  on  the 
imports  of  1899.  Dividing  these  exports  into  three  chief  classes, 
the  following  result  is  shown : — 


915,000* 

6,oe9,ooo 

Value. 

Bawstufls 

Mannfactared  food  products 
„            goods.. 

86,000 
6,084,000 

•  •         • . 

ToUl    .. 

7,020,000 
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The  most  important  increoies  in  the  exports  were  in  watches, 
condensed  milk,  chocolate,  and  silk  textures,  while  the  only 
article  in  which  any  material  decrease  occurred  was  silk  ribbon. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  manu/acttired  articles  comprise  99  per 
cent,  of  the  exports  from  Switzerland  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  these  manufactured  Table 


goods: — 

Table  showing  Exports  of  Swiss  Manufactured  Goods  to  the 
United  Elingdom  during  the  Tear  1900. 


Articles. 


Textilee— 

Silk  goods 

Cotton  goods 

Woollen  goods 

Flax,  hemp,  and  jute  goods 

Indiarabber  goods   •  • 

Straw  goods  . . 

Keady-made  articles  of  clothing 


Watches 

Musical  works  . . 
JeweUerj  and  plated  goods 


Food  products — 

Condensed  milk  and  cheese.  • 

Chocolate 

Other  articles  of  manufactured  food 


Machinery 
Metal  goods 


Leather  and  shoe  goods 
Sundries — 

Colouring  materials   . 

Dmggists'  sundries  and  chemicals 

Paper  and  paper  goods 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Scientific  instruments,  &c.  . . 

Writine  and  drawing  materials,  &c. 

MinenJ  produce 

Wooden  goods,  &c.  . ,         .  •         .  • 

Pottery  and  glassware        . .         .  • 


Total 


showing  the 

United 

Cncdom's 

puruiaset  of 

mannfaefcnred 

goods  from 

Switierland. 


Value. 


Total 


£ 

2,918,799 

1,820,128 

89,020 

6.411 

1,160 

100,277 

181,928 

974,088 

14,286 

6,890 


731,188 

142,224 

41,666 

83,655 
18,989 


82,967 

88,34« 

20,150 

14,400 

10,404 

8,010 

6,270 

5,500 

1,800 


4,566,723 
996,269 

916,078 


102,694 
216,502 


187,844 
6,984,000 


It  is  well  known  that  Switzerland  has,  with  the  exception  of 
wine  and  milk,  practically  no  natural  products  for  industrial 
purposes,  and  is  therefore  obliged  to  import  the  raw  materials  to 
enable  her  to  cany  on  her  numerous  industries.  In  1900  the 
value  of  the  imports  of  raw  material  amounted  to  18,000,000^.,  or 
about  40  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports,  while  the  exports  of  manu- 
factured goods  amounted  to  nearly  30,000,000/. 

The  following  table  has  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  of 
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Comparatiye 
table  of 
exports  of 
Swiaa  goods 
to  the 
principal 
countries. 


showing  the  value  of  articles  of  food  and  manufactured  goods 
which  Switzerland  exported  last  year  to  the  principal 
countries : — 

Table  showing  Swiss  Exports  of  Food  Product*^  and  Manufactured 
Goods  to  the  undermentioned  Countries. 


Country. 


United  Kingdom 
India 
Australia.. 
Canada    . . 


Total  to  Unitadt  Kingdom 
and  British: {Possessions.. 
Germany.. 

United  States 

I*rance    . .  . .  •         .  • 

Austria-Hungary 

Italy        

Russia     .. 


Value. 


£ 

6,984,000 

5d9,000 

167,000 

168,000 


Percentage 
of  Total 
Exports. 


23-87 
1-80 
0-66 
0-56 


7,858,000 

26-29 

6,911,000 

19-78 

8,809,000 

12-74 

8,721,000 

12-45 

1,625,000 

5-43 

1,411,000 

4-34 

1,028,000 

8-44 

The  United 
Kingdom  the 
lar^rt 
purchaser  of 
BwiM 


Note. — These  figures  do  not  icclude  the  exports  of  raw  stuff-s. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  Swiss  exports  of  food  pro- 
ducts to  the  United  Kingdom  are  all  manufactured  goods,  whereas 
the  food  exports  to  other  countries  include  the  natural  as  well  as 
the  Toanufactwred  food  products. 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen,  as  pointed  out  in  a 
previous   report  (No.   2575,   Annual   Series),   that    the    United 
Kingdom's  purchases  of  manufactured  articles  from  Switzerland 
exceed  those  of  any  other  country,  and  as  Switzerland's  commer- 
manulactured  cial    prosperity  is   mainly   dependent   upon   her  manufacturing 
goods.  industries,  the  value  of  the  British  market  for  h^r  manufactures, 

upon  which  no  duties  are  levied,  is  clearly  established.   . 

On  reference  to  the  table,  '*  Imports  of  manufactured  food 
products  and  manufactured  goods  into  Switzerland  from  the 
principal  countries,"  in  tliis  report,  it  will  be  seen  the  value  of  the 
United  Kingdom's  imports  into  Switzerland  amount  to  1,843,000/., 
or  only  a  little  more  than  one-fourth  of  Switzerland's  exports  to 
the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  true  that  Germany  purchased  from 
Switzerland  in  1900  to  the  amount  of  8,063,000/.,  but  of  this  sum 
2,152,000/.  was  for  raw  material,  so  that  her  purchases  of  m/mu- 
factures  were  only  5,911,000/.  More  than  one-half  the  value  of 
Switzerland's  export  of  raw  material  to  Germany  was  for  raw 
silk,  imported  into  Switzerland  mostly  from  Italy,  and  re-exported 
by  the  large  Zuiich  dealers  to  Germany. 
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Refererice  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Sei'ies  No.  2734. 


Sir  Conyngham  Greene  to  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 
(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  November  10, 1902.) 

My  Lord,  Berne,  Novernber  8,  1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  herewith,  a 
report  on  the  trade  of  Switzerland  for  the  year  1901,  which  I  have 
received  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Milligan,  British  Commercial  Agent  at 
Zurich. 

According  to  the  statistics  recently  published  by  the  Swiss 
Customs  Department,  the  special  trade  of  Switzerland  for  the 
period  under  consideration  amounted  to  75,463,000/.,  of  which 
the  imports  were  42,000,000/.  and  the  exports  33,463,000/.  Of 
these  totals  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  valued 
at  1,880,800/.  and  the  exports  to  that  country  at  7,547,600/. 

Dealing  with  the  imports  from  all  countries  first,  Mr.  Milligan 
points  out  that  they  show  a  decrease  in  value  of  2,444,000/,,  as 
compared  with  those  of  1900.  This  decrease  is  especially 
noticeable  in  the  case  of  Switzerland's  frontier  neighbours,  the 
imports  from  Germany  alone  showing  a  falling-oflf  of  1,334,000/. 
In  the  value  of  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom,  however,  an 
even  greater  proportionate  decrease  is  recorded,  British  exports 
showing  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  on  those  of  1900. 

Turning  to  exports,  Mr.  Milligan  states  that  the  value  of  the 
total  exports  from  Switzerland  (33,463,000/.)  is  the  highest 
hitherto  reached  by  that  country.  Of  the  exports  of  manu- 
factured goods  the  United  Kingdom  took  no  less  than  7,492,000/., 
or  upwards  of  25  per  cent,  of  the  Swiss  export  trade,  and  she 
continues  to  be  Switzerland's  best  customer  for  Swiss  manu- 
factures. In  proof  of  the  importance  of  the  British  market  to 
the  Confederation,  Mr.  Milligan  informs  us  that  the  slight 
improvement  recorded  in  the  total  value  of  the  Swiss  export 
trade  in  1901  is  solely  due  to  the  increase  in  her  exports  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  without  which  the  total  exports  would  have 
fallen  below  the  figures  of  1900  by  508,000/. 

Proceeding  next  to  deal  with  the  value  of  the  United  Kling- 
dom's  exports  of  manufactured  goods  to  Switzerland,  Mr.  Milligan 
reports  that  only  10*2  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports  into  Switzer- 
land in  1901  can  be  credited  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Coming  to  the  conBideration  of  the  general  increase  in  the 
export  trade  of  Switzerland,  Mr.  Milligan  gives  the  following 
remarkable  figures,  namely,  that  whereas  during  the  last  10  years 
Swiss  exports  to  Germany  have  only  increased  by  18  per  cent, 
to  France  by  6J  per  cent.,  and  to  the  United  States  by  22  per 
cent,  those  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  have  increased  by 
60  per  cent 

In  his  general  remarks  upon  the  one-sided  character  of  British 
trade  with  Switzerland,  Mr.  Milligan  draws  attention,  as  he  has 
repeatedly  done  in  the  past,  to  the  relation  between  our 
imports  from  and  our  exports  to  the  Confederation.  Thus/ 
whereas  in  the  years  1899  and  1900  British  exports  to 
Switzerland  were  respectively  34  and  35^  per  cent  of  the 
total  Swiss  imports,  in  1901  this  percentage  fell  as  low  as  to 
25  per  cent.  The  trade  returns  of  Switzerland  for  the  last 
10  years  reveal  the  fact  that,  although  Switzerland's  purchases 
of  manufactured  goods  have  been  steadily  growing  during  that 
interval,  yet  the  United  Kingdom's  share  of  this  increase 
has  been  insignificant.  In  1901  the  figures  of  British  trade  with 
Switzerland  receded  to  those  of  1895,  the  percentage  being  only 
4i  per  cent  Germany,  on  the  other  hand,  has  during  the  same  period 
raised  her  exports  to  the  Confederation  from  9,0O0,000Z.  to 
13,000,000/.,  and  supplied  in  1901  no  less  than  54  per  cent  of 
the  manufactured  goods  imported. 

The  suggestions  summarised  in  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  the 
present  report  are  those  to  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  calling 
your  Lordship's  attention  in  my  earlier  despatches.  The  remedy 
is  practically  in  the  hands  of  the  British  manufacturers  them- 
'  selves.  As  long  as  British  firms  are  content  to  be  represented 
by  36  commercial  travellers  out  of  a  total  of  27,349  commercial 
representatives  who  visited  Switzerland  for  trade  purposes  in  1901, 
and  as  long  as  the  samples  of  British  goods  sent  to  Switzerland 
weigh  only  19  cwts.,  as  compared  with  203  tons  of  samples 
introduced  by  German  commercial  travellers  in  the  same  period, 
there  cannot  be  much  expansion  of  British  trade.  This  supineness 
in  competing  with  our  rivals,  together  with  the  continued  employ- 
ment of  English  weig&ts  and  measures,  and  of  catalogues  drawn 
up  in  English  only,  is  a  formidable  obstacle  to  taking  any  considerable 
share  of  the  Swiss  local  markets.  In  support  of  the  necessity  of 
employing  more  commercial  representatives  Mr.  Milligan  quotes 
valuable  opinions  expressed  by  a  Swiss  commercial  journal  and 
by  a  Swiss  banker  well  known  in  commercial  circles,  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  recommend  to  your  Lordship's  attention. 

I  cannot  myself  close  this  despatch  better  than  by  reproducing 
the  words  of  the  head  of  a  British  retail  firm  established  in  one 
of  the  principal  cities  of  Switzerland,  who  has  been  good  enough 
to  favour  me  with  his  views  on  the  causes  of  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  British  trade  in  Switzerland : — 

"  We  quite  agree,"  he  says,  "  that  the  United  Kingdom  ought 
to  extend  her  trade  with  Switzerland,  and  that  considerably.  The 
present  eflForts  of  the  home  country  are  certainly  too  half-hearted. 
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and  lack  the  untiring  persistency  which  is  found  in  France  and 
Germany. 

"  Germany  U  our  most  •  successful  rival,  because  she  is  more 
persevering  and  obliging.  If  the  German  manufacturer  has  not 
what  his  customer  requires  he  at  once  offers  to  make  same.  The 
British  manufacturer,  on  the  other  hand,  is  less  obliging,  and, 
therefore,  drives  custom  elsewhere. 

*'  Germany  sends  her  men  abroad  to  learn  the  langtiages,  habits 
and  requirements  of  the  people  she  intends  to  deal  with,  and  this, 
in  our  opinion,  is  most  essential  to  ensure  complete  success. 

"  There  are  several  British  retail  firms  in  Switzerland,  but  few 
if  any  wholesale  warehouses,  which  we  think  under  competent 
management  would  be  the  means  of  working  up  considerably  the 
present  returns.  In  this  way  our  representatives  could  be  trained 
on  the  spot,  and  the  manufacturer  would  be  better  informed  as  to 
the  requirements  of  his  clients. 

"  Switzerland  exports  for  about  1,100,000,000  fr.,  and  imports 
for  about  835,000,000  fr.,  which  proves  that  Switzerland  is  a 
customer  worth  looking  up,  and  that  our  trade  with  this  country 
might  be  of  greater  importance. 

"  Competition  has  never  been  so  keen  as  at  the  present  moment ; 
British  goods  are  now  so  well  iuiitated  that  unless  something  is 
done,  and  that  speedily,  the  United,  Kingdom  will  find  it  diflScult 
to  regain  the  lost  ground." 

I  have  &c 

CONYNGHAM  GREENE. 


Beport  on  the  Trade  of  Switzerland  for  the  Tear  1901  hy  Mr,  J. 
C.  MUligan,  British  Commercial  Agent. 

The  special  trade  of  Switzerland  in  1901,  i.e.,  imports  of  goods  Introdflotgif, 
for  consumption  and  exports  of  goods,  the  product  of  the  country, 
amounted,  according  to  the  statistics  recently  published  by  the 
Swiss  Customs  Department,  to  75,463,000^.,  viz. ; — 


Imports  ikto  Switzerland. 


From— 

AU 
Countries. 

The 

United 
Kingdom. 

Raw  materials 

Natural  products  and  food-stuffs 
Manufactured  goods 

£ 

16,626,000 
12.265,000 
18,109,000 

£ 
496,900 
47,300 
1,336,600 

Total .. 

42,000,000 

1,880,800 
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switzerland. 
Exports  from  Switzerland. 


To- 

AU 

Countries. 

The 

United 

Xingdom. 

BawmaterislB 

Natural  products  and  food-Blc^s 
ManufaciureBand  manufactured  food  products 

£ 
3,680,000 
558,000 
29,225.000 

£ 
62,400 
2,400 
7,492,800 

Total 

88,463,000 

7,647,600 

Imports.  The  imports  into  Switzerland  in  1901  show  a  decrease  in  value 

of  2,444,000/.,  as  compared  with  1900,  viz.  :— 


Beduced  imports  of  raw  materials 

„  „  manufactures 

Leu  an  increase  on  the  imports  of  food 
products  of .  • 

Total        


Value. 

£ 
1,307,000 
1,345,000 


2,652,000 
208,000 


2,444,000 


The  reduced  imports  of  raw  material  were  principally  in  raw 
silk,  iron  and  copper  ore  and  coals.  In  manvfactures  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  imports  was  chiefly  in  machinery  and  metal  goods, 
cotton  goods  and  chemical  products.  This  decreased  demand  was 
due  to  the  temporary  depression  in  the  Swiss  electro-technical 
industry,  and  to  the  reaction  in  Swiss  trade  and  industry  which 
set  in  towards  the  end  of  1900  and  continued  throughout  the 
past  year.  The  general  results  of  Swiss  commerce  in  1901,  and 
especially  as  regards  exports,  did  not,  however,  prove  so  unfavour- 
able as  was  at  first  feared. 

The  imports  from  Switzerland's  four  frontier  neighbours 
(Germany,  France,  Austria-Hungary  and  Italy)  show  an  excep- 
tional falling-off.  From  Germany  alone  the  imports  decreased  by 
1,334,000/.  (raw  materials  720,000/.  and  manufactures  600,000/.). 
Tlie  United  Kingdom  was,  however,  proportionately  concerned  to 
a  greater  degree  in  the  general  decrease,  the  value  of  the  British 
exports  being  611,000/.  less,  or  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  on  the 
exports  of  1900.  The  imports  into  Switzerland  from  Eussia,  the 
United  States  and  Central  America  show  slight  increases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  trade  of  Switzerland  with  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1901,  as  compared  to  that  with  Germany, 
France  and  the  United  States : — 
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" 

Impofrtt. 

Bxports. 

Oonntiy. 

Value. 

Inoieaee  «r 
Decrease. 

^'•^   ^SST' 

United  Xiagdom        •• 
Q-ermany 

France  

United  States  .. 

£ 

1,881,000 

12,680,000 

8,221,000 

2,453,000 

Per  cent. 

-  25 
9 
0-8 

+        7 

£ 

7,648,000 
7,698,000 
4,869,000 
8,617,000 

Per  cent. 
+     7i 

-  4k 

-  0-09 

-  8 

Oh  the  other  hand  the  value  of  the  total  exports  frbtn  Switzer-  BSxport^ 
land  (33,463,000/.,  or  10/.  25.  per  head  of  a  population  of 
3>315,000)  are  the  highest  export  returns  hitherto  reached  by  that 
country.  As  recently  as  1894  the  Swiss  exports  amounted  only 
to  '24,840,000/.>  and  each  succeeding  year  there  has  been  a  sub- 
stantial growth.  The  Swiss  exports  of  Tnanufaeiiired  goods  in 
1901  (inclusive  of  food  products),  as  stated  above,  amounted  to 
29,225,000/.,  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  took  no  less  than 
7,492,000/.^  or  upwards  of  25  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  Year 
by  year  Switzerland's  exports  to  this  country  are  increasing,, 
and  the  United  Kingdom  continues  to  be  the  best  customer 
for  Swiss  manufactures.  Germany,  which  figures  in  the  official 
trade  returns  as  the  largest  purchaser.owing  to  her  extensive 
xeqnirements  of  raw  materials,  took  only  a  little  over  5,000,000/. 
worth  of  Swiss  manufactured  goods.  As  an  additional  proof  of 
the  importance  of  the  British  market  to  Switzerland,  it  may  be 
mentioned  -that  the  total  result  of  the  Swiss  export  trade  in  1901 
shows  a  small  increase  on  the  previous  year ;  this  is  solely  due  to 
the  increase  in  her  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom.  But  for 
this  increase  the  total  exports  from  Switzerland  for  1900  would 
have  fallen  below  the  figures  of  1900  by  508,000/.,  the  increase  in 
her  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  alone  exceeding  that  of  her 
total  increased  exports  for  the  same  year  to  other  countries. 
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B4W 

mater 
Imports. 


Food 

produots.] 

Imports. 


The  principal  items  of  import  from  all  countries  were : — 
Imports  of    raw  materials:    Total,    16,626,0002.;    from 
United  Kingdom,  496,900/. 


the 


Articles. 


Bawsilk 

„    ootton 

„    wool   ••        ••        

Coals  

Iron ••         

Copper  and  brass  •  •         ••         

Chemicals 

Precious  metals     •  •         • .         

Linen,  straw,  horsehair,  &e.,  building  material, 

wood,  tobacco,  hides  and   skins,  rags   (for 

paper),  various  agriooltural  products.  •         •  • 

Total  


Imports. 


£ 

6,200,000 

1,218,000 

494,000 

2,636,000 

1,800,700 

709,000 

676,000 

1,846,200 


2,660,700 


16,632^600 


Prom  the 

United 

Kingdom. 


£ 

8,000 

7.000 

6,000 

25,000 

364,000 

60,000 

1,400 

600 


48,000 


494,900 


Imports  of  food  products:  Total,  12,265,000/.;  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  47,000/. 

The  principal  imports  of  interest  to  the  United  Eangdom 
were: — 


Articles. 

Total 
Imports. 

Principal  Souroe  of  Import' 

Imports 
from 

Country. 

Value. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Presh  fish 

Dried  and  smoked  fish    .. 
Sugar  goods  and  candied 

Spirituous  liquors           « • 
Tea           

£ 

107,000 
62,000 

27,000 
46,000 
46,000 

France 
„           .  •         •  • 

United  Kingdom. . 
France      •  • 

British  India       .. 
Other  countries  .. 

£ 

29,000 
32,000 

8,000 

82,000 

86,000 

6,900 

1,800 

£ 

20,000 
4,000 

8,000 
8,600 

•  • 

•  • 
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Imports  of  manufactares : 
Kingdom,  1,336,600/. 


Total,  13,109,000/. 


from  the  United  Kann&otuw. 
Importe. 


ArtidM. 

Total 
Imports. 

Principal  Sonroe  of  Import 

Imports 
from  the 

Countrj. 

Value. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Silk          

Ootton 

Wool        

Flax,  hemp,  jute,  fto.     •• 
Other  teztiJet      .. 

Iron 

Copper  and  brasa. . 

Jewellerjr,  Ao 

Wood        

Glass  and  porcelain 

Chemicals 

Leather 

IPapor 

Books,  writinjg  materials, 
toys,  musical  instru- 
ments and  hardware  • . 

Watch  materials .  • 

Sundries 

£ 
801,000 

1,670,700 

1,931,800 

490,100 
891,000 
2,097,000 
242,600 
438,700 
710,600 

415,000 

1,361,000 

988,000 

316,900 

962,800 
149,800 
199,000 

G-ermanj.  • 
France    . . 
United  Kingdom 
Gl^rman J.  •         •  • 
„        •  •         •  • 
France    ,  •         • • 
Germany.  • 

„        •  •         •  • 
„        •  •         •  • 

Austria-Hungary 

Germany. . 

„       .••         •• 
„        ••         •• 
„        •  •         •  • 
„        ••         •• 

France    .. 
Germany.  • 

•  • 

£ 
833,000 
293,000 
701,000 
690,000 

1,179,000 
825,000 
233,000 
188,000 

1,887,000 
175,000 
263,000 
281,000 
210,000 
228,000 
765,000 
487,000 
222,000 

600,000 

97,000 

110,000 

£ 

29,000 

701,000 

289,000 

45,500 

80,000 

97,000 

2,000 

5,000 

4,600 

13,000 
47,000 
84,000 
18,800 

21,400 

800 

8,600 

Total     .. 

13,109,000 

1,336,600 

The  United  Kingdom's  exports  to  Switzerland  during  1901 
in  the  above  articles  were,  therefore,  only  10*2  per  cent,  of  the 
total  imports  into  that  country,  and  show  a  considerable  falling- 
oflF.  The  decrease  in  the  British  exports  of  manufactures  in  1901, 
as  compared  with  those  of  1900,  amounted  to  480,000/.,  or  a 
reduction  of  25  per  cent. 

'  In  considering  the  details  which  follow,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  decrease  in  the  exports  of  British  goods  to  Switzer- 
land, and  of  manufactures  in  particular,  is  in  a  great  measure  due 
to  the  reduced  demand,  which  affected  all  the  principal  countries 
interested  in  Swiss  trade.  The  decreases  are  only  given  in  the 
exports  of  manufactures,  as  those  for  raw  material  do  not  present 
the  same  interest  to  British  exporters. 

The  following  were  the  principal  decreases  in  the  exports  of  Beoreaaei  in 
manufactures  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  Switzerland : —  Britieh 

Cotton  goods. — Decrease  in  British  exports,  359,000/.,  viz.,  *^^''** 
textures  288,000/.,  and  yams  72,000/.,  but  in  both  cases  there 
was  a  material  decrease  in  the  value  imported  from  all  countries. 
The  decreases  under  textures  were  in  plain  coloured  and  printed 
textures,  coloured  covers  and  quilts,  oilcloth  for  tables,  &c.,  and  in 
linoleum  carpets.  With  the  exception  of  the  embroidery  trade  a 
reaction  set  in  in  most  of  the  branches  of    the  Swiss  cotton 
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induatry  after  the  short  but  considerable  revival  of  business  during 
the  year  1900.  The  high  prices  of  raw  material,  as  well  as  of 
finished  goods,  produced  the  feeling  amongst  buyers  that  a  reduc- 
tion must  follow,  with  the  result  that  there  was  a  general  tendency  to 
withhold  ordera  Another  cause  of  the  unfavourable  situation 
was  the  reduced  purchasing  power  of  the  public  in  consequence 
of  the  depression  in  other  branches  of  industry — notably  in  the 
iron  and  machinery  trades. 

Woollen  goods, — Decrease  of  British  exports,  47,500/.,  viz., 
bleached,  dyed  and  printed  textures,  35,000/.  (total  decrease  of 
imports  of  textures,  94,000/.) ;  yarns,  5,800/. ;  and  covers,  quilts 
and  carpets,  5,600/.  Eeady-made  goods,  hosiery  and  felt  goods  also 
show  a  small  decrease. 

Ironware, — Decrease  of  British  exports,  35,500/.  The  imports 
of  British  machinery  decreased  by  24,000/.,  but  there  was  a  large 
decrease  in  the  imports  from  all  countries,  amounting  to  289,000/. ; 
forged  iron  goods,  6,000/.  (total  decrease  in  the  imports,  111,000/.); 
cast  iron  goods,  1,800/. ;  and  parts  of  machinery,  1,400/.  The 
decrease  under  machinery  wm  in  sewing  machines,  6,000/. ;  agri- 
cultural machines,  1,300/. ;  and  machinery  (not  particularly 
described),  19,000/.,  besides  small  decreases  in  various  other  kinds 
of  machinery.  The  total  decrease  in  the  Swiss  imports  of  manu- 
factured iron  goods  in  1901,  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
amounted  to  638,500/. 

Chemieah, — Total  decrease  of  British  export,  16,000/.,  viz., 
chemical  products,  copper,  vitriol  and  varnishes,  11,800/:;  colours, 
2,500/. ;  and  colouring  materials,  1,300/.  T.he  exports  of  soaps 
and  perfumery  from  the  United  Kingdom  show  slight  increases. 

FlaXy  hemp  and  jute, — Decrease,  5,500/. ;  jute  yams  from  the 
United  Kingdom  show  a  decrease  of  8,600/.  There  was  a  small 
increase  in  the  exports  of  linen  yarns  and  textures. 

Food  products. — ^The  export  of  fresh  fish  from  the  United 
Kingdom  increased  by  13,800/.,  and  of  smoked  and  dried  fish  by 
1,500/.  The  value  of  tea  imported  into  Switzerland  in  1901 
decreased  by  3,000/.  (total  imports,  44,800/.).  The  import  of 
Chinese  tea  amounted  to  363,000/.,  being  a  decrease  of  5,000/.  on 
the  previous  year,  while  the  imports  from  British  India  increased 
by  2,700/.  (total  from  British  India  in  1901,  6,900/.). 

The  following  summary,  showing  the  chief  sources  from  which 
Switzerland  purchased  her  principal  imports  of  manufactured 
goods  in  1901,  may  be  of  interest  to  British  exporters. 

Swiss  Imports  of  Mam/kufwdured  Goods, 

Swim  Cotton  .yooda.— Textures  (992,000/.),  of  which  541,000/.  came 

imports  of       from  the  United  Kingdom  and  334,000/.  from  Germany.    Yarns 

niMrafiMtuM.  (279,000/.),  of   which   146,000/.   from  the   United  Kingdom  and 

84,000/.  from  Germany.     Made-up  goods   (217,000/.),   of  which 

130,000/.  from    Germany  and  62,000/.  from  France ;  only  5,000/. 

worth  came  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Woollen  goods.— Textures  (974,000/.),  of  which  656,000/.  came 
from  Germany,  197,000/.  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  173,000/. 
from  France.  Eeady-made  goods  and  hosiery  (565,000/.),  of  which 
365,000/.  came  from  Germany,  116,000/.  from  France,  and  only 
47,000/.  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Idnen  and  jute  goods, — Principally  linen  textures  (207,000/.),  of 
which  75,000/.  came  from  Belgium,  74,000/.  from  Germany, 
29,000/.  from  France,  and  22,000/.  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
Jute  textures  (59,000/.),  of  which  48,000/.  came  from  Germany 
and  only  7,000/.  from  the  United  Kingdom.  Ready-made  goods 
(86,000/.),  of  which  49,000/.  came  from  Germany,  23,000/.  from 
France  and  only  5,000/.  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Silk  goods. — Principally  silk  textures  (440,000/.),  most  of  which 
came  from  Germany  and  France. 

Finished  iron  goods  and  machinery,  —(Total,  2,097,080/.).  Princi- 
pally forged  iron  goods  (680,000/.),  of  which  468,000/.  came  from 
Germany,  127,000/.  from  France,  17,000/.  from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  13,000/.  from  the  United  States.  Machinery  and 
parts  of  machinery  (864,000/.),  of  which  Germany  supplied 
591,000/. ;  France,  82,000/. ;  America,  77,000/. ;  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  68,000/.  Bicycles  (108,000/.),  of  which  Germany 
supplied  71,000/.;  Fmnce,  18,000/.;  United  States,  8,000/.; 
Austria-Hungary,  3,500/. ;  the  United  Kingdom,  2,500/. ;  other 
countries,  5,000/.  The  machine  industry  participated  in  the 
general  depression  of  1901,  although  the  exports  of  Swiss 
machinery  were  not  so  severely  affected  as  the  imports  from 
certain  countries.  The  exportation  showed  only  a  reduction  of 
about  5  per  cent,  on  the  figures  of  1900,  whUe  fully  31  per  cent, 
less  machinery  was  imported.  The  import  of  sewing  machines 
declined  10  per  cent.,  agricultural  and  domestic  machines  25  per 
cent.,  machinery  of  various  kinds  (steam  engines,  &c.)  32  per  cent., 
machinery  for  tools  34  per  cent.,  dynamo  electric  machines  48  per 
cent,  and  embroidery  machines  88  per  cent.  Germany  continued 
to  be  the  chief  supplier. 

Finished  wooden  goods. — (Total,  710,000/.).  The  principal  item 
of  import  is  sawn  and  prepared  wood,  416,000/.  Wooden  goods 
were  imported  to  the  amount  of  255,000/.,  of  which  123,000/.  came 
from  Germany,  55,000/.  from  France,  7,000/.  from  the  United  States 
and  4,000/.  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Chemical  manufactures. — (Total,  1,361,000/.) .  Principally 
chemical  products  (709,000/.),  of  which  385,000/.  came  from 
Germany,  117,000/.  from  France,  28,000/.  from  the  United  States 
and  19,000/.  from  the  United  King<iom.  Colours  and  colouring 
materials  (447,000/.),  of  which  Germany  supplied  299,000/. ;  France, 
40,000/. ;  and  the  United  Kingdom,  13,000/. 

Leather  goods.— {ToteX,  933,000/.).  Principally  leather,  646,000/. 
of  which  Germany  supplied  311,000/. ;  the  United  States,  167,000/. ; 
France,  103,000/. ;  and  the  United  Kingdom,  25,000/.  Leather 
shoes  (247.000/.),  of  which  Germany  supplied  167,000/. ;  France, 
38,000/. ;  the  United  States,  6,000/. ;  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
2,500/. 
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SvrUs  Trade  with  India,  Austraiia,  &c, 

British  India.  The  following  articles  were  imported  into*  Switzerland  from 
India: — Chemical  products,  45,000/.;  food  products,  86,000/.; 
cotton  (raw),  21,000/. ;  textiles  (other  than  cotton),  4,000/. ;  tin  in 
bars,  31,000/.;  oil  seeds  and  oil  fruits,  4,000/.;  various  goods, 
22,000/. ;  total  imports,  213,000/. 

Switzerland's  exports  to  India  comprised:  Cotton  goods, 
319,000/.;  watches,  76,000/.;  condensed  milk,  &c.,  88,000/.; 
textiles,  59,000/.;  chemicals,  48,000/.;  various  goods,  12,000/.; 
total  exports,  602,000/. 

AuBtralia.  The  Swiss  imports  from  Australia  were : — Eaw  wool,  201,000/* ; 

food  products,  45,000/. ;  leather,  7,000/. ;  various  goods,  12,000/. ; 
total,  265,000/. 

Swiss  exports  to  Avsiralia :  Condensed  milk,  &c.,  78,000/. ; 
textiles,  38,000/.;  watches,  10,000/.;  boots  and  shoes,  7,000/.; 
machinery,  12,000/. ;  total,  144,000/. 

Canada.  The  Sioiss  imports  from  Canada  consisted  solely  of  food  pro- 

ducts amounting  to  70,000/.,  while  the  exports  to  Canada  com- 
prised textiles,  139,000/. ;  watches,  25,000/. ;  food  products,  &c., 
16,000/. 


SvntzerlaTuTs  Eocpm^t  Trade  in  1901, 

Swiflfl  The  export  trade  of  Switzerland  has  been  steadily  increasing 

exports.  since  the  year  1802  (when  it  amounted  to  only  26,000,000/.),  and 

General.  j^  1901  it  reached  the  total  of  33,000,000/.  No  country  haa  been 
concerned  in  this  increasing  demand  for  Swiss  manufactures  to 
such  an  extent  as  the  United  Kingdom.  During  this  period  of 
10  years,  Swiss  exports  to  Germany  have  increased  18  per  cent. ; 
to  France,  6^  per  cent. ;  to  the  United  States,  22  per  cent. ;  and 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  60  per  cent. 

Turning  now  to  the  exports  of  the  year  1901  the  proportion 
was  as  follows  : — 


Raw  materials 

Manufactured  food  products 
„  goods 

Total 


Value. 


£ 

4,230,860 

3,741,820 

25,491,000 

83,462,680 


The  value  of  the  exports  shows  a  small  increase  on  those  of 
1900,  and  were  largely  aided  by  the  additional  exports  of  silk 
textures,  watches,  condensed  milk  and  chocolate,  of  which  increases 
the  United  Kingdom  took  the  principal  share.  These  increases 
compensated  for  the  reduced  exports  in  the  cotton,  woollen  and 
machinery  industries. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  manufactured  food 
products  and  finished  goods  exported  to  the  principal  countries  in 
the  last  two  years : — 


Country. 

Value. 

Increase  or 

1900. 

1901. 

Decrease. 

Unitdd  Kingdom 
Gennanj           .; 

United  States 

Fiance  

£ 

6,978,000 
6,616,000 
8,808,000 
8,440,000 

£ 
7»492,000 
6,241,000 
8,481,000 
3,666,000 

£ 
+    614,000 

-  376,000 

-  322,000 
+    226,000 

As  the  total  exports  of  manufactures  amounted  to  a  little  over 
29,000,000/.,  it  will  be  seen  (as  already  stated)  that  the  United 
Kingdom  took  close  upon  25  per  cent,  of  Switzerland's  export 
trade. 

The  principal  Swiss  exports  of  manufactures  in  1901 
were :— Silk  goods,  8,000,O00Z. ;  cotton  good,  6,000,000/. ;  watches, 
5,000,000/. ;  machineiy,  1,995,000/. ;  cheese,  1,760,000/. ;  con- 
densed milk,  1,158,000/. ;  chemicals,  1,110,000/. ;  woollen  goods, 
706,000/. ;  and  leather  goods,  400,000/. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  principal  countries  to   which  Table  of 
Switzerland  exported  her  chief  products,  and  the  aggregate  values  Swit»eriand*s 
purchased  by  each  country :  —  ?™^ 
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'   The  accompanying  table  of  Switzerland's  exports  and  imports  Obmpaiill^ 
in  1901,  shows  that  her  manufactures  found  a  market  in  33  tabid  trf-flitw 
dififerent  countries.    An   analysis   of  the  returns  testifies  to  the  ^J'J^ 
gmdual  development  of  these  markets,  as  she  increased  her  exports  1901, 
to  21  countries,  while  a  reduction  occurred  only  in  the  case  of  12. 
At  the  head  of  the  list  of  countries  with  which  she  extended  her 
trade  comes  the  United  Kingdom  (the  increase  being  considerable)^ 
followed  by  China,  Italy,  Spain  and  Portugal,  the  remaining  coun- 
tries showing  proportionately  smaller  but  useful  increases.     The 
countries  with  which  her  export  trade  shows  the  most  important 
decrease  were  Germany,  the  United  States,  France,  Japan,  Bussia  ' 
and  the  Argentine  Eepublic,  the  decline  being,  with  the  exception 
of  France,  in  the  exportation  of  manufactures  (cotton,  silk  and 
straw  goods,  watches,  machinery,  chemicals,  prepared  food-stuffs, 
and  ready-made  articles  of  clothing).    Austria-Hungary,  Belgium, 
Central    America,   Dutch    Indies,    Brazil    and    Australia    also  ' 
puiehased  fewer  Swiss  manufactures.    Although  the  increases  in 
Swiss  exports  mentioned  above  were  in  some  cases  comparatively 
small,  still  it  is  an  indication  of  the  efforts  which  Switzerland  is 
persistently  making  to  extend  her  commerce  in  all  parts  of  the 
world : — 

Table  showing  Value  of  Exports  and  Imports  during  the 

Year  1901. 


Country. 

Value. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Germany 
United  Kingdom 

France 

United  States 

iwy 

Austria-Hongaxy 
BuBsia     ••         ,.         .. 

Spain 

British  India 

Belgium 

Argentine  Bepablic 

China 

Sweden  and  If orway    •• 
Japan 

HoUand 

Central  America 
Canada  ••         •• 
Turkey  in  Europe 

Asia 

Australia 

Other  countries 

£ 

7,697,800 

7,547,700 

4,369,500 

3,517,200 

1,847.300 

1,812,600 

1,012,000 

619,800 

606,000 

661,000 

354.700 

339,600 

268,900 

289,600 

282,900 

230,000 

217,600 

181,900 

174,000 

163,000 

146,000 

1,804,000 

£ 

12,679,700 

1.880,900 

8,221,600 

2,452,400 

6,313,800 

2,566,400 

2,818,300 

434,400 

214,400 

1,058,800 

462,000 

454,200 

47,200 

849,000 

307,900 

144,800 

252,600 

70,900 

41,400 

68,200 

265,600 

1,426,000 

Total       .• 

.    88,462,600 

42,000,000 
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Bzportof 
SifiMfilkto 
TJnited 
SingdovL 


Beolinein 
BritiBh 
exports  to 
SwitMrland. 


.  The  United  Kingdom  purchased  in  1901  silk  goods  to  the  value 
of  3,246,000/.,  and  has  not  only  been  for  several  years  past  Switzer- 
land's largest  purchaser,  but  now  takes  more  than  one-half  of  her 
entire  export  of  silk  dress-stuffs  and  ribbons.  In  1901  the  United 
Kingdom  absorbed  the  entire  increased  production  of  silk  manu- 
factures. One  of  the  official  trade  organs  commenting  on  this  fact 
says :  *'  A  marked  increase  in  the  price  of  the  raw  material,  or  even 
a  duty  which  the  United  Kingdom  might  perhaps  impose  at  no 
distant  date  on  foreign  silk-stuffs  for  financial  reasons,  and  which 
to  be  of  any  financial  value,  would  amount  to  at  least  10  to  15  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  might  affect  the  demand  for  silk  goods  amongst 
the  middle  classes  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  her  Colonies  to  such 
an  extent,  that  Continental  factories,  and  especially  Switzerland, 
would  be  seriously  prejudiced  thereby.  We  do  not  think  that  there 
would  be  any  speedy  increase  in  British  manufacture  of  silk,  at 
any  rate,  of  pure  silk  goods,  but  this  is  still  probable,  if  a  duty, 
even  of  10  per  cent,  only  were  permanently  imposed  on  silk  goods." 
France  was  the  second  largest  purchaser  of  Swiss  silk  goods,  which 
were  able  to  compete  successfuQy  with  the  Lyons  industry.  The 
trade  with  the  United  States  did  not  realise  expectations,  being 
principally  in  those  articles  which  American  manufacturers  are 
not  yet  able  to  produce  or  to  deliver  in  sufficient  quantities.  The 
exports  to  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary  show  a  continued 
faUing-off. 

The  striking  characteristic  of  British  trade  with  Switzerland, 
viz.,  the  large  excess  of  imports  over  exports,  to  which  atten- 
tion has  repeatedly  been  drawn  in  previous  reports,  became  more 
apparent  in  1901.  In  the  years  1899  and  1900  British  exports  to 
Switzerland  were  respectively  34  and  35^  per  cent,  of  the  total 
Swiss  imports,  but  in  1901  the  percentage  from  the  United 
Kingdom  decreased  to  25  per  cent.  The  trade  returns  of  Swit- 
zerland for  the  last  10  years  reveal  the  fact  that,  although 
Switzerland's  purchases  ot  manufactured  goods  having  been  steadily 
growing  during  that  time,  the  United  Kingdom's  shareof  this  increase 
has  been  insignificant.  This  fact  may  not  be  generally  known,  as 
the  statistics  of  the  trade  of  Switzerland  are  not  given  in  the 
Board  of  Trade  returns,  but  are  credited  to  her  four  neighbouring 
countries.  In  1901  the  figures  of  British  trade  with  Switzerland 
receded  to  those  of  1895,  the  percentage  being  only  4^  per  cent. — 
thelowest  percentagefor  British  exports  to  Switzerland  since  the  year 
1885.  On  the  other  hand  Germany  has,  during  these  10  years, 
raised  her  exports  to  this  country  from  9,000,000/  to  13,000,000/., 
and  supplied  in  1901  no  less  than  54  per  cent,  of  the  manufactured 
goods  imported.  France  increased  her  sales  to  Switzerland  from 
7,000,000/.  to  8,000,000/.,  Italy  from  5,000,000/.  to  6,000,000/.  and 
the  United  States  from  1,400,000/.  (the  figures  for  1894)  to 
2,400,000/.  Several  other  countries  also  show  smaller  increases  in 
their  exports  to  Switzerland. 

The  principal  articles,  in  which  British  exports  declined  were 
cotton  and  woollen  yams  and  textures,  jute  yams,  machinery, 
forged  and  cast  iron  goods,  and  chemical  products.    As,  however 
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the  importation  of  these  goods  declined  generally,  it  is  possible 
that  there  will  be  a  revival  of  British  trade  with  Switzerland  as 
soon  as  the  industrial  depression,  now  prevailing  in  that  country, 
has  passed  away.  But  even  if  the  value  of  British  exports 
to  Switzerland  were  to  go  up  again  to  the  figures  of  1900 — the 
highest  figures  hitherto  reached  (2,492,000/.) — the  United  Kingdom 
would  still  be  far  from  occupying  the  position  she  ought  to  take 
araoDg  the  countries  from  which  Switzerland  draws  her  require- 
ments. The  table  of  imports  of  manufactures  given  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this. report  may  be  referred  to  as  sufficient  evidence 
in  support  of  this  statement.  Out  of  a  total  import  value  of 
finished  goods,  amounting  to  13,109,000/.,  the  United  Kingdom 
supplied  only  1,336,000/.,  or  lOJ  per  cent.,  but  of  this  latter 
amount,  700,000/.  was  for  manufactured  cotton  goods,  many  of 
them  being  special  articles  for  which  there  is  a  demand  in 
Switzerland  on  account  of  their  quality  and  finish.  If  the  Values 
of  the  imports  of  cotton  goods  be  deducted  from  each  column,  the 
proportion  of  the  remaining  imports  will  be — 


Value. 


Germany  (principal  sourco  of  tbi^se  imports) 
Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom 


Total  imports . 


£ 

6,166,000 

635,000 

11,438,000 


so  that  the  United  Kingdom's  share  of  this  considerable  importa- 
tion is  5  per  cent. ! 

With  a  view  to  giving  merchants  and  manufacturers  some  List  of  goods 
indication  of  the  kind  of  goods  in  which  there  may  be  scope  f <^r  «  ^?*if ^_^ 
an  improvement  in  British  trade  with  Switzerland,  the  following  J^^^^  ^^    * 
list  of  articles  has  been  prepared,  in  which  the  United  Kingdom  increased, 
already  does  an  export  business  to  a  certain  extent,  but  it  is  only 
reasonable  to  assume  that,  with  increased  efforts,  a  much  larger 
trade  might  be  done  therein.     The  total  value  of  the  Swiss  imports 
of  these  articles  in  1901  amounted  to  3,838,000^.,  of  which  the 
United  Kingdom  supplied  370,000/.,  or  9-^  per  cent. ; — 
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switzebland. 
List  of  Articles. 


Glassware       (cut,      engraycd       and 

coloured). 
Sole  leather. 
Finished  leather  poo-ls. 
Boots  and  shoes  (superior  quality). 
Kid  gloTes. 
Scientific     insti'umonts,     orthopedic 

apparatus. 
Microscopes  and  stereoscopes. 
Eiectric&l  apparatus  of  all  kinds. 
Sewing  machines. 
Machine  driving  bands. 
Bicjclea. 
Forged  iron  goods  of  all  kinds   (in 

different  qualities). 
Cutlery  (superior  quality). 
Gold  and  silver  jewellery. 
Wall   papers,   note   paper  in   boxes, 

hand-made  paper. 
Packing  cauTas  of  jute,  &o. 
Finished  linen  textures  (superior). 


WcoUen   yarns,   prepnrcJ    for   retail 

trade. 
Heary    and    light    woollen    textures 

(bleached  and  dyed). 
Carpets     of    mediiun    and    superior 

quality. 
Indiarubber  and  guttapercha  tubing 

and  piping. 
Klastic  textures. 
Hosiery  and  underclotlimg  (cotton  and 

linen). 
Other  ready-made    goods  in  cotton, 

linen,  pure  silk  and  half  silk,  pure 

wool  and  half  wool. 
Trimmed  hats  of  felt  and  other  mate» 

rials. 
Cliina  and  porcelain  goods. 
Office  utensils,  writing,  drawing  and 

painting  materials. 
Prepared  colours  in  boxes  and  bottles. 
Varnishes  of  all  kinds. 


Suggestions 
for  improving 
British  trade. 


How  services 
of  British 
Commercial 
Agent  at 
Zurich  may 
be  employed 
for  increasing 
British  trade. 


Desirability  of 
a  pcrronal 
invest  igat:  on 
of  the  Swiss 
market. 


Suggestions  for  improving  Britisli  trade  with  Switzerland  have 
been  given  in  detail  in  previous  reports,  mentioned  below,*  and 
are  therefore  only  summarised  here : — 

1.  The  advisability  of  commercial  travellers  possessing  a 
knowledge  of  German  or  French,  periodically  but  regularly  visiting 
Switzerland. 

2.  The  issue  of  catalogues  and  price  lists  in  the  German  or 
French  language,  giviiog  weights,  measures  and  prices  in  kilos., 
metres  and  francs  respectively. 

3.  In  the  absence  of  duly  qualified  travellers,  the  appoint- 
ment of  local  Swiss  agents,  able  to  conduct  their  correspondence 
in  the  English  language. 

4.  Utilisation  of  the  services  of  the  British  Cqmmercial  Agent 
at  Zurich,  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Office  for  the  purpose  of 
rendering  assistance  grcUnitoni^ly  to  British  firms  desirous  of 
opening  up  or  developing  trade  with  Switzerland.  The  British 
Commercial  Agent,  upon  receiving  samples  and  conditions  of 
agency,  would  endeavour  to  find  suitable  representatives,  and 
would  be  willing  to  open  preliminary  negotiations  with  them  on 
behalf  of  the  firm  without,  of  course,  any  responsibility  for  selec- 
tion of  the  agent  in  question  or  otherwise.  He  could  also,  if 
neci'ssury,  arrange  for  the  translation  of  price  lists  or  catalogues, 
under  his  direct  supervision,  the  firm  paying  the  translator's  fees. 

•In  many  instances,  however,  it  would  be  most  desirable  that 
British  merchants  or  manufacturers  should  themselves  pay  a  visit 
to  this  country  to  make  their  own  investigations  of  the  market. 
The  British  Commercial  Agent  could  put  them  in  communication 
with  the  best  firms,  and  they  could  find  out    themselves  what 

*  See  No.  509  Miscellaneous  Series  (1899),  No.  542  Miscellaneous  Series  (1900), 
No.  2575  Annual  Series  (1901),  and  No.  2734  Annual  Series  (1901),  which  can  be 
bought  for  2\d,  a-pieee. 
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possibility  there  is  of  competing  with  other  countries.  The  Swiss 
are  perfectly  willing  to  buy  in  tlie  best  market,  and  merchants 
or  commercial  travellers  from  the  United  Kingdom  will  be 
received  with  the  same  courtesy  as  are  representatives  of  other 
nationalities.  But  in  order  successfully  to  open  up  a  trade  it  is 
necessary  to  make  a  study  of  the  Swiss  market.  During  the 
present  year  a  representative  of  a  large  firm  importing  tea  from 
British  India  called  on  me  and  asked  for  introductions  to  the 
principal  hotel-keepers  in  Switzerland.  Tliese  were  furnished  by 
me  with  the  result  that  this  firm,  by  a  pcrsmial  study  of  the 
market  and  its  requirements,  has  auccoedcd  in  opening  up  a  con- 
siderable trade. 

In  1901  27,349  commercial  representatives  visited  Switzerland  ^^'^^0^^!*°"  ^^ 
for  trade  purposes.     Of  this  number   21,564  represented  Swiss  tnide1t)y' 
firms;  3,937  represented  German  firms ;  1,182  French ;  555  Italian ;  foreign 
204  Austro-Hungarian ;  41   Belgian ;  a^id  only  ,30  British  firms !  "merchants 
The  following  branches  of  commerce  were  represented  by : —  frcttrreM* 

Number 

uf  Oommeroial 

IVayeUers* 


Articles  of  food 
Textiles 
Machinery,  &c. 
Ohomical  products.. 
Watches  and  jewellery 


9,162 
5,983 
1,891 
1,346 
627 


The  number  of  commercial  travellers  visiting  the  principal 
towns  were — 


Town. 


Basle 


Number 

of  Commercial 

TraTellers. 


3,646 


Zurich  ,.         ; |  3,416 

Geneva  2,513 

Berne  |  933 

Lucerne  . .         . . '  680 

Lausanne ,  657 

M^interthur..         .,         ,;  624 

St.  Gall  47S 


In  1901  the  samples  brought  into  this  country  ])y  German 
commercial  travellers  weighed  203  torn ;  tliose  by  French  travellers 
15  toils.  The  weight  of  British  travellers'  samples  amounted  to 
19  cwts.  1 

That  the  neglect  to  visit  Switzerland  on  the  part  of  British 
traders  causes  surprise  even  to  the  Swiss  themselves,  was  recently 
commented  upon  by  a  Swiss  commercial  journal  in  the  following 
manner: — ''The  importance  attached  to  the  Swiss  market  by 
German  business  men  is  proved  by  the  number  of 
German  travellers  visiting  Switzerland  each  year."    After  men^ 
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tioning  the  figures  I  have  given  above,  the  journal  continues : — 
"  Many  of  the  Grerman  travellers  visit  Switzerland  three  or  four 
times  a  year,  instead  of  limiting  themselves  to  periodical  visits. 
When  we  compare  the  eflbrts  made,  not  only  by  Germany  but  also 
by  France  in  this  direction,  with  those  made  by  British  merchants, 
the  small  number  of  British  travellers  (namely  36)  who  visited 
Switzerland  in  1901,  fills  us  with  surprise.  The  very  fact  that 
as  recently  as  the  year  1898  the  number  of  British  travellers 
was  50,  shows  the  effects  of  German  and  French  competition  upon 
British  exports  to  this  country." 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  here  the  remarks  made 

to  me  recently  upon  this  subject  by  a  Swiss  banker  well-known  in 

commercial  circles.   "  As  long  as  British  producers,"  he  said, "  think 

that  they  will  be  able  to  do  business  with  Swiss  consumers,  merely 

by  sending  price  lists  and  circulars,  advertising  their  goods  in  the 

English  language  and  in  English  measures,  weights  and  currency, 

their  trade  with  us  cannot  improve.     Our  own  exporters  to  aJl 

parts  of  the  world  have  convinced  themselves  that,  without  the 

aid  of  travellers  able  to  give  full  information  and  to  converse  in 

the  language  of  the  country  in  which  they  desire  to  develop  their 

trade,  no  real  business  can  be  done ;  but  what  they  have  found  to 

be  necessary  for  themselves  they  also  require  from  those  who 

supply  them,  and  they  give  those  firms  the  preference,  who  show 

them  the  attention  of  a  personal  visit  in-order  to  find  out  their 

requirements,  and  who  make  their  quotations  in  francs,  delivered 

free  to  destination."     My  friend  added  that  he  well  remembered 

30  years  ago  how  British  and  American  representatives  used  to 

visit  St.  Gall  regularly  to  purchase  their  stocks.     To-day,  it  is  the 

reverse,  Swiss  firms  have  their  own  representatives  in  the  United 

Kingdom   and   America,  who  hold  stocks  of  their  manufactures 

and  study  the  wants  of  their  purchasers  in  those  countries. 

TriTitinp:  com.        In  a  report  of  this  kind,  dealing  with  the  general  trade  between 

mumcation      ^^y^  countries,  it  is  not  possible  to  enter  minutely  into  each  branch 

Commercial     ^^  Commerce,  but  if  any  British  firms  desirous  of  making  further 

Agent,  for        enquiries  regarding  the  possibility  of  opening  up  or  increasing 

general  their  trade  in  any  particular  article  will  communicate  with  me, 

in  ormation.    j  ^j^^jj  ^^  happy  to  give  them  whatever  information  it  is  in  my 

power  to  afford. 

Proposed  new        By  the  proposed  new  Swiss  customs  tariff,  as  drafted  by  the 

Swiss  customs  Federal  Council  and  revised  by  the  National  and  State  Councils, 

**"^'  tlie  rates  of  duty  will  be  increased  on  a  number  of  articles  in 

which  British  trade  is  interested,  unless  modifications  are  effected 

as  the  result  of  negotiations  by  Switzerland  for  new  commercial 

treaties.     The  tariff  will,  however,  in  all  probability  have  to  be 

submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  nation  by  means  of  the  referendum 

(popular  vote),  and  in  the  event  of  its  rejection  a  new  tariff  will 

have  to  be  prepared  by  the  Federal  Council. 

In  conclusion  it  should  be  stated  that  the  late  period  of  the 
year  at  which  this  report  appears,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Swiss  official  statistics,  giving  the  definite  returns  of  trade  for 
the  year  1901,  were  not  issued  until  the  middle  of  September. 
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Bepart  an  the  Trade  of  the  Itegeney  of  Tunis 
By  Mr.  Consul-Genbral  Bkrkblkt. 

(B606iT6d  at  Foraign  Offloe»  Norember  6, 19Q2.) 

The  E^ncy  of  Tunis  continues  to  progress  under  its  present  ^«  French 
system.  Protectorate. 

A  "  Chambre  Consultative  "  has  been  formed  to  which  none  but 
Frenchmen  are  eligible,  but  its  functions  are  only  advisory  to  the 
Besident-Greneral,  in  whose  hands  lie  all  initiative  and  real  power. 

All  laws  are  made  by  a  simple  "  decree,"  issued  in  the  name 
the  Bey.  Owing  to  the  lapse  of  the  extra-territorial  rights  of 
foreign  Powers  since  1896,  and  the  successful  negotiation  of  new 
treaties  with  them,  which  secure  a  peculiarly  favoured  position 
for  France,  the  "  Protectorate  "  system  is  likely  to  be  retained  and 
developed  in  Tunis. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  it  may  be  said  that  the  general  aim 
of  the  Administration  is  to  furnish  the  greatest  profit  to  France 
and  to  French  trade,  while  preserving  the  solvency  of  the  Regency. 

The  Tunisian  Budget,  which  continues  to  afiford  a  surplus,  Progwsi. 
shows  that  in  spite  of  the  vicissitudes  of  climate  and  rainfall— 
during  the  last  five  years  unusually  variable  and  on  the  whole 
unfavourable  to  export  trade — the  country  is  steadily  prospering. 
In  the  year  1899  the  imports  and  exports  combined  amounted 
to  over  100,000,000  fr.,  or  more  than  4,000,000/.  The  post  office 
returns  showed  an  increase  of  23  per  cent,  in  postage  and  corre- 
spondence, of  10  per  cent,  in  the  parcel  post  department,  and 
of  13  or  14  per  cent  in  the  savings  bank  and  postal  order  depart- 
ment, the  latter  presenting  a  total  of  more  than  55,000,000  fr. 
(2,200,000/.).  .  This  prosperity  was  attributed  by  M.  Delcass^,  the 
French  Foreign  Ministeii  to  two  causes,  viz.,  to  the  increased 
immigration  of  Frenchmen,  and  the  consequent  development  of 
farming  and  of  manufactures,  and  to  the  variety  of  the  natural 
productions  of  Tunis,  which  ensures  an  alternative  of  success 
when  one  or  other  product  fails.  He  says  in  his  report  for  1899  :-*- 
"There  are  four  principal  branches — cereals,  cattle-rearing,  the 
vine  and  the  olive,  and  it  is  rarely  that  the  four  branches  suffer 
at  tbasame  time.  For  example,  when  grain  fails,  it  often  happens 
that  the  production  of  oil  or  of  wine  is  sufficient" 
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BaUwayp,  fte.  There  are  at  present  in  use  in  the  Regency  576  miles  of 
railway,  of  which  196  miles  are  the  ordinary  French  gauge 
and  380  miles  are  narrow  gauge  lines.  The  northern  system  is 
worked  by  the  •'Compagnie  des  Chemins  de  Fer  de  B6ne  et  Guelma 
et  prplongements."  This  company  having  bought  up  the  line  from 
Tunis  to  Goletta  and  Marsa,  originally  built  by  a  British  firm 
and  subsequently  owned  by  the  Italian  "  Rubattino  "  Company,  all 
the  railways  in  the  Regency  are  now  in  French  hands.  The  southern 
system  consists  of  the  narrow  gauge  line  from  Sfax  to  Gafsa  and 
Metlawi,  which  belongs  to  the  Gafsa  Phosphate  Company. 

The  rolling-stock  of  the  B6ne-Guelma  Company,  in  Tunisia 
amounts  to  : — Broad  gauge,  60  locomotives,  134  passenger  coaches, 
40  luggage  vans  and  4  bogie  luggage  vans,  1  *' wagon-breack " 
and  903  goods  trucks.  Narrow  gauge : — 26  locomotives,  62  passen- 
ger coaches,  23  luggage  vans  with  special  post  office  compartments, 
47  closed  waggons  and  150  goods  trucks,  &c. 

The  Gafsa  Phosphates  Company's  rolling-stock  comprises : — 
12  locomotives,  12  passenger  coaches,  6  luggage  vans,  and  120 
**  phosphates  "  20-ton  trucks. 

The  northern  railways,  consisting  of  the  lines  starting  from 
Tunis  to  Souk  Ahras  (and  so  to  Algeria  generally),  with  a  branch 
to  Bizerta — to  Zaghouan  and  Pont  du  Fahs — to  Momay,  to  Nabeul, 
Susa  and  Kairwan,  and  to  Goletta,  Marsa  and  the  Bardo,  all  do  a 
considerable  passenger  traffic.  But  the  line  from  Sfax  to  Gafsa 
and  Metlawi  (which  it  is  proposed  to  extend  to  Tozeur  and 
Nefta)  will  always  be  mainly  dependent  on  goods  traffic,  consisting 
almost  exclusively  of  phosphates.  With  their  present  small  plant 
this  company  now  carries  about  400  "  tonnes "  a-day,  or  about 
143,700  English  tons  per  annum.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  from 
the  first  year  the  receipts  have  exceeded  386Z.  a  mile.  It  is  proposed 
to  establish  two  new  lines,  one  from  Pont  du  Fahs  to  Ka)aat  es 
Senam,  formerly  called  "  Chemin  de  Fer  du  Kef,"  and  the  other 
from  Kairwan  to  Kalaa  Djerda.  The  former  will  pass  through  an 
extremely  fertile  district,  including  the  plain  of  Fahs,  the  Oued 
Kebir,  the  Bargou  valley,  that  of  Oued  Siliane,  and  the  plains 
of  Seiss  and  Zouarine  ending  at  the  Algerian  border.  Its  total 
length,  with  the  Fahs  branch  of  30  kiloms.  long,  will  be  220  kiloms. 
(137  miles).  The  ordinary  goods  traffic  is  expected  to  yield  about 
1302.  per  mile,  but  the  phosphate  deposits  of  Kal^t  es  Senam  axe 
considered  to  be  sure  to  furnish  an  export  of  200,000  tons  peir 
annum.  Two  companies  are  competing  for  the  concession  of  this 
line,  namely,  the  "  Soci^t^  des  Batignolles  "  and  the  "  Soci^t6  dqs 
Ports  de  Tunis,  Sousse  et  Sfax." 

The  French  Government  and  Parliament  have  sanctioned  a 
scheme  for  the  railway  extension  referred  to,  and  to  permit  the 
Tunisian  Government  to  contract  a  loan  of  40,000,000  fr. 
(l,600,000f.)  for  this  purpose,  and  for  that  of  gradually  assuming 
the  eventual  total  charge  of  railway  guarantees  throughout 
the  Regency.  The  local  government  will  thus  become  inde- 
pendent of  the  French  Parliament  in  the  matter  of  railways. 
ColoniMtion.         Official  statistics  can  only  give  an  imperfect  idea  of  the  increaf^ 
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in  immigratioiL  These  state  that  nearly  60,000  acres  of  new  lands 
were  taken  up  by  Frenchmen,  of  which  about  27,000  acres  were 
definite  purchases.  The  Italians  also  acquired  about  15,000  acres. 
But  these  figures  do  not  include  private  purchases  and  transactions, 
which  must  also  of  late  have  been  very  considerable,  the  price  of 
land  having  risen  very  considerably — in  some  cases  so  much  as  400 
and  500  per  cent. 

The  numerical  increase  among  immigrants  is,  however,  a 
difiTerent  matter.  The  French  come  in  small  numbers  and  are 
mostly  capitalists,  speculators,  or  officials,  while  the  Italians 
particularly,  and  to  some  extent  the  Maltese,  increase  in  large 
numbers  and  by  considerable  batches.  The  Government  of  the 
Protectorate  offers  certain  advantages  to  French  immigrants. 
Grants  are  made  to  them  of  from  75  to  250  acres,  at  prices,  varying 
according  to  the  locality  and  the  nature  of  the  soil,  of  from 
40  to  200  fr.  the  hectare  (t.«.,  from  about  13.«  to  SI.  bs.  per  acre), 
mostly  in  the  north  of  the  Eegency.  Half  the  purchase-money  is 
payable  in  advance,  the  rest  in  two  instalments  in  the  third  and 
fourth  years  respectively.  Keduced  fares  from  their  homes 
in  France  are  also  granted  to  French  immigrants.  On  public 
works,  and  in  the  large  French  companies  and  workshops 
most  of  the  overseers  and  foremen  are  French  by  birth  or 
naturalisation.  But  the  French  farmer  or  agriculturist  is  slow 
to  move  away  from  his  home,  and  the  artisan  finds  too  keen 
a  competition  in  Tunis,  where  any  number  of  Sicilians  can 
be  found,  skilful,  sober  and  hard-working,  for  2  fr.  to  2  fr.  50  c. 
per  diem,  and  Berbers  or  Arabs  for  ordinary  unskilled  labour 
at  1  fr.  20  c.  to  1  fr.  50  c,  while  the  Frenchman  requires 
4  to  5  fr.  The  consequence  is  that  nearly  all  the  skilled  labour  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  Italians,  who  come  from  Italy  in  hundreds  by 
almost  every  steamer.  Very  many  of  these  Italians  take  up  small 
plots  of  land  which  they  plant  with  vines  or  garden  produce,  and 
then  sell  as  impi*oved  land.  Many  of  the  Sicilians  also  are  miners 
who  find  work  in  the  zinc  and  lead  mines,  or  prospect  for  mines 
and  quarries  on  their  own  account 

The  population  of  Tunisia  is  computed  at  about  1,800,000 
inhabitants,  of  whom  60,000  are  Jews  and  96,060  Europeans. 
Of  the  latter,  some  63,000  are  Italitms,  22,000  (not  counting  the 
army  of  occupation)  are  French,  16,000  are  British  (mostly  Maltese), 
and  4,000  are  of  o^er  nationalities. 

British  subjects  are  principally  settled  in  or  near  the  large 
towns,  and  are  mostly  engaged  in  trade.  In  nearly  all  the  towns, 
and  especially  in  Tunis  itself,  the  butchers,  grocers,  distillers, 
carriage  builders,  cabmen,  fishmongers  and  milkmen,  are  almost  all 
Maltese.  Maltese  are  siao  employed  in  agriculture  and  market 
gardening,  and  they  supply  a  large  part  of  the  vegetables  culti- 
vated in  European  fashion  that  are  procurable  in  the  local 
markets.  Most  of  them  having  been  for  many  years  settled  in  the 
Jt^ency,  and  possessing  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  language  and 
customs  of  the  natives,  with  whom  they  live  on  very  good  terms 
have  incontestable  advantages  over  other  settlers. 
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The  principal  products*  of  Tunisia  are  grain,  wine,  oil,  cattle^ 
zinc  ore,  phosphate  of  lime  and  esparto  grass  (halfa).  The  oases 
in  the  south  called  the  "  Jerid  "  also  produce  the  "  Degla  "  date,  a 
superior  variety  which  is  exported  in  fancy  boxes  for  dessert  pur- 
poses. In  the  mountains  of  the  north-west  are  extensive  forests 
of  cork-oak,  covering  about  202,600  acres  (as  compared  with  a 
total  acreage  in  the  world  of  about  3,000,000).  Large  quantities 
of  fruit  are  also  grown,  principally  in  the  Gape  Bon  district,  such  as 
oranges,  lemons,  bergamots,  apricots,  almonds,  figs,  pomegranates, 
quinces,  loquats,  melons  and  prickly-pears.  The  natives  also  grow 
and  consume  pimento,  chickpeas,  broad  beans  and  pumpkins; 
the  latter  indeed  in  some  places,  as  in  the  Island  of  Jerba,  practi- 
cally take  the  place  of  meat,  which  is  only  obtainable  on  the 
weekly  market  day.  Orange  blossoms,  roses,  geraniums,  jasmine 
and  other  sweet-scented  flowers  are  much  cultivated  for  the  dis- 
tillation of  perfumes.  A  considerable  amount  of  honey  and 
beeswax  is  also  produced.  The  tunny,  the  sponge,  and  the  sardine 
and  anchovy  fisheries  are  important  sources  of  revenue. 

Most  of  the  old-fashioned  handiciufts  still  supply  the  wants  of 
the  natives.  Hand-woven  carpets  are  chiefly  made  in  Kairwan 
and  in  the  Jerid.  The  fez  cap  knitting  and  dyeing  industry,  which 
was  once  one  of  the  aristocratic  occupations  of  Tunis,  like  the 
weaving  of  silk,  is  now  very  much  decayed.  The  tanning  of 
leather  is  also  rapidly  declining.  But  leather  embroidery,  saddle- 
making,  and  the  fabrication  of  yellow  slippers  ("  balgha  **)  still 
provide  active  occupation.  Pottery  is  made  in  great  quantities 
at  Ifabeul  and  in  Jerba,  in  the  ancient  way,  and  atter  the  patterns 
which  have  been  handed  down  since  Etruscan  and  Punic  days. 
Matting,  too,  made  from  palm  leaves  or  halfa,  and  soap  are  local 
industries,  while  most  of  the  woollen  garmeuts  worn  by  the 
natives  are  home-made,  woven  on  hand  looms,  of  wool  spun  by 
the  women. 


*  NoTB. — ^Details  of  mucli  interest  oonceming  these  products  ivill  ba  found  in 
Sir  H.  H.  Johnston's  "Report  on  the  Regency  of  Tunis  during  the  Freneh. 
Protecu>rate,"  1898.    No.  44/7  MisoeUaD6oa«  Series,  pp.  19  to  80. 
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A  Beylical  decree  of  August  22, 1900,  has  modified  the  first 
article  of  the  decree  of  December  1, 1898,  on  the  prospecting  and 
working  of  deposits  of  phosphates  of  lime.  Paragraphs  3  and  4 
are  cancelled,  and  the  following  inserted : — 

"  The  area  applied  for  must  not  exceed  2,000  hectares  ({.«.,  4,942 
acres),  and  no  two  points  within  it  may  be  more  than  10  kiloms. 
(&}-  miles)  apart. 

''  The  application  must  be  accompanied  by  a  plan  on  a  scale 
of  g^^^^,  giving  a  general  sketch  of  the  configuration  of  the  land, 
the  location  of  the  outcrops,  and  the  exact  course  of  the  perimeter 
of  the  claim." 

The  quarries  of  Schemtou  and  of  Jebel  Wast  furnish  marble  of 
a  very  fine  quality,  and  excellent  building  stone. 

The  creation  of  a  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1900  is  a  hopeful  sign  of  the  enterprise  and 
intelligence  of  the  mercantile  community  of  British  nationality  in 
Tunis.  It  has  already  collected  much  useful  information,  and 
issues  a  detailed  yearly  report  on  British  trade  with  Tunis. 

The  Chamber  states  that  "it  will  furnish  all  information 
needed  by  British  subjects  desirous  of  settling  in  the  Eegency  of 
Tunis,  and  will  answer  every  enquiry  addressed  to  it  by  letter." 

The  principal  lines  of  steamers  providing  regular  communica- 
tion with  Tunis  are  the  following : — 

The  Compagnie  Gf^.n^rale  Transatlantique  and  Compagnie  de 
Navigation  Mixte  (commonly  called  "  Tonache  "),  both  of  which 
sail  from  Marseilles  and  receive  a  subsidy  for  the  canying  of  the 
mails.  The  Transatlantique  arrive  at  Tunis  twice  a  week,  one 
direct,  the  other  vi&  Bizerta,  and  go  on  to  Susa,  and  Sfax  and  Malta, 
returning  to  Tunis,  and  continuing  to  Bizerta  and  Marseilles, 
Once  a  week  also  a  boat  comes  from  Algiers,  vifi  Tabarca  and 
Bizerta,  and  returns  the  same  way. 

The  "  Tonache "  boats  arrive  each  week,  (1)  from  Marseilles, 

(2)  from  B8ne,  (3)  from  Tripoli,  Gretba,  Gabes,  Sfax,  Mehdia, 
Monastir  and  Susa,  (4)  from  Palermo.  They  also  leave  for  the 
same  ports. 

The  Compagnie  des  Bateaux  k  Vapeur  du  Nord  arrive  three 
times  a  month  from  Dunkirk  and  Algerian  ports,  and  once  a  month 
from  Antwerp,  Naples  and  Palermo.  They  leave  Tunis  three 
times  a  month  for  Algiers,  Oran  and  Dunkirk,  and  once  a  month 
for  Naples,  Palermo  and  Antwerp. 

Navigazione-Generale,  or  the  "  Eubattino  "  line.  These  also 
arrive  at  and  leave  Tunis  five  times  a  week,  (1)  from  the  Tunisian 
coast,  Tripoli  and  Malta,  (2)  from  Genoa,  Leghorn  and  Cagliari, 

(3)  from  Naples,  Palermo  and  Trapani,  (4)  from  Trapani, 
Favignana,  Marsala  and  Pantellaria,  and  (5)  from  Bizerta. 
They  also  leave  for  the  same  ports. 

No  Belgian  line  now  runs  to  Tunis.  The  "  John  Cockerill " 
line,  which  ran  a  re<»ular  service  from  Antwerp  twice  a  month  to 
Tunis,  gave  up  the  service  last  spring  on  account  of  the  protec- 
tionist policy  which  favoured  French  trade.  The  Compagnie 
Deppe,  of  Antwerp,  which  also  carried  on  a  considerable  carrier 
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movement  with  Tunis,  has  abandoned  it  for  the  same  reason. 
The  French  Compagnie  da  Nord  took  the  opportunity  to  establish 
the  line  I  have  described  above. 

The  "  Prince  "  line  runs  a  regular  service  from  Manchester  to  Britbh. 
Timis  three  times  a  month,  and  a  less  frequent  one  from  London 
or  Antwerp.  They  also  run  a  regular  service  from  London  to 
Malta,  with  transhipment  for  Tunis.  Unfortunately,  this  line  does 
not  call  at  Tunis  on  the  homeward  voyage,  so  that  there  is  at 
present  no  means  of  direct  exportation  to  the  United  Elingdom. 
Occasionally  British  steamers  calling  with  coal  reload  with  a  cargo 
of  minerals,  and  a  certain  number  fill  up  with  esparto  grass  for 
Swansea,  Sunderland  or  Liverpool.  But  British  trade  with  this 
Be^ency  would  undoubtedly  gain  by  regular  and  direct  communi- 
cation with  the  United  Kingdom. 

Bbtubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tunis  Goletta  during  the 

Year  190L 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Natdosftlitj. 

Number 

Kumber 

Nmnber 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Yessela. 

Vessels. 

Yeesels. 

British    .. 

5 

824 

66 

61,943 

61 

62,267 

French    .  • 

6 

166 

671 

464,676 

677 

464,732 

Italian     .. 

628 

22,102 

278 

223,967 

806 

246,059 

Belgian   •• 

• . 

•  • 

8 

2,411 

3 

2,411 

Greek      .• 

4 

1,820 

11 

11,636 

16 

13,366 

Ottoman .  • 

6 

641 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

641 

Tunisian.. 

274 

3,621 

.• 

• . 

274 

3,621 

Spanish  •• 

12 

790 

1 

676 

18 

1,466 

Austro-Hungarian 

2 

661 

1 

800 

3 

961 

8we£sh 

2 

1.049 

8 

6,668 

10 

7,612 

Oennan  • .         •  • 

• . 

•  • 

17 

18,922 

17 

18,922 

Dutoh     .  •         • . 

1 

60 

«• 

.  • 

1 

60 

Danish    .. 

1 

1,171 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1,171 

Total       .. 

840 

82,196 

946 

790,882 

1,786 

828,077 
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Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

NatioDftlitj. 

Nnmbor 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Britiih    .. 

4 

241 

66 

61,164 

59 

61,406 

Frenoh    .. 

9 

189 

667 

463,998 

676 

464,187 

Italian     .. 

606 

22,156 

278 

223,574 

784 

245,729 

Belgian    .. 

, , 

•  • 

2 

1,682 

2 

1,632 

vrreOK        •  •            •  • 

4 

1,820 

11 

11,686 

16 

13,865 

Ottoman .  • 

5 

641 

• « 

•  • 

5 

541 

Tunisian .  • 

267 

8,419 

•  • 

, , 

267 

3,419 

Spanish   .. 

12 

835 

1 

676 

13 

1,510 

Austro.  Hungarian 

2 

661 

1 

300 

3 

961 

Norwegian      and 
Sweduh          •  • 

2 

1,049 

9 

7,328 

11 

8,877 

German  .. 

• « 

•  • 

17 

18,922 

17 

18,922 

Dutch     . . 

•  • 

,, 

1 

60 

1 

60 

Danish    ..         •« 

1 

1,171 

• « 

•• 

1 

1,171 

Total       .. 

812 

32,081 

942 

789,188 

1,764 

821,269 
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12  TUNIS. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  all  Tunisian  Ports  during  the 
Tear  1901. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Frencn    •  •         • . 
Italian     .. 
British    .. 
Tunisian  . .         •  • 
Other  nationalities 

48 
1,863 

16 
6,268 

52 

776 

61,812 

1,188 

49,885 

11,761 

1,871       1,408,479 

1,000    !     964,666 

104    i      119,089 

110          111,044 

1,914 
2,868 

120 
6,268 

162 

10,827 

1,404,256 
1,026,978 

120,222 
49,885 

122,795 

Total       .. 

7,742 

124,907 

8,085       2,598,228 

2,728,186 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

French    •  •         • . 
Italian     .. 
British    .. 
Tunisian .  • 
Other  nationaUties 

40 
1,866 

16 
6,187 

61 

747 

61,290 

1,142 

49,472 

11,689 

1,868 

1,018 

105 

iio 

1,408,651 
968,072 
120,423 

«   111,044 

1,908 
2,879 

120 
6,137 

161 

1,404,898 
1,029,862 

121,565 
49,472 

122,788 

Total       .. 

7,609 

124,840 

8,096 

2,608,190 

10,706 

2,727,580 

In  comparison  with  the  preceding  year  there  has  been  a  slight 
decrease  in  the  number  of  British  ships,  but  an  increase  in  their 
total  tonnage.  French  shipping  also  decreased  very  slightly  in 
numbers,  but  improved  in  tonnage.  Of  the  whole  increase  of 
about  8  per  cent,  the  French  flag  figures  for  about  two*fifths. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TUNIS. 


13 


I 


i 


o 

CO 


o 


I 


>s  :; 


'^  t«  00  »0  t^  l>  t«  00  00 -^  t«   t«  CO  00  t«- ;0  00   t^  le  CO  (O  iH  O  iH 

fH  iH      fH      ,Hi-«i-<»H      rH  fH  pH    »H      ,-|  iH  fH  iH  fH  iH 


S 


CO  iH  J5»H**iH'*a      CO  ^    •      iH  35  r-t  lo  o5 1>  «5  ^  ©»  iH  o«      e$ 


I 


I 


t 


0 


i 


I 


ooOi-iOi-400fiOOOOoo      ^00^00^1^     i^ao^t«^o9^ 


)S5cDQ-^« 


*>W  l2  |>  fH  9  t«  00  09  O)  CO     .iH  t*iO  COOiUS  »t*©5 -*  50  iH  iH 


pHtH"  00*9^*0  of  > 


eoiH 


CO  oS  24  f-i  o;i  •<}*  lo  1-^  >o 


0  04  ot>»ao  CO  t^t^t^fH^      oco«oo>e4<^      eoi>^«ooid;o 

iH  1-4    iH  fH  »H    »H    fH  iH      »^      ^    -.  '^ 

*^  eoS  ^  <Dt«09  09  04  2    iH  iHX>  CD  00^  S  CO  CO  iH  00  iH  iH 

09 


O)  09    fH      ^ 


oocoiH  oq  cot«cot>'^  o  o -^^koe^co^o      co  o  09  ^  C4 oo «o 

rH         iH  pH  iH  »H         pH  iH  "^  cO '^         "^         '*^ 

•^  «      lo"-^  '^p^^g'e^Sgg'co'^od' 


CO 


s; 


I 


M 


1  :  :^ 


*ii:i 


'•8 

!4 


(3n^ 


8>' 


9  o 

=  --  —  =  -  -J  - 
1^ 


:| 


=1 

.•SI 


Hllllillllilillliill. 


i-- 


1^8 


■S  S 
■a  S 

S  e 

•Is 
31 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14 


TUNIS. 


Ketusn  showing  Countries  Beceiving  Exports  of  Tunis  during 
the  Years  1901-1898. 


Horses  and 
mules. 


Cattle. 


Wax  and 
honey. 

Tunny  and 
botargoes. 


Country. 

Value. 

1901. 

1900. 

1899. 

1898. 

France  .. 

Algeria 

Iti3y 

Maltft 

United  Kingdom 
.    Tripoli  and  £gypt      . . 
Other  countries 

£ 
718,574 
141,128 
254,844 

86,728 
200,658 

62,456 
105,723 

£ 
870,918 
162,977 
250,007 

50,585 
185,168 

84,018 
108,740 

£ 

1,068,564 

169,816 

876,467 

78,712 

123,888 

46,872 

120,079 

£ 

999,668 

205,485 

156,621 

44,371 

247,812 

42,045 

72,476 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  returns  that  the  exports  from 
this  Regency  were  137,307/.  less  during  1901  than  in  the  preceding 
year,  412,287/.  less  than  in  1899,  and  202,772/.  less  than  in 
1898.  It  is  also  evident  that  the  exports  to  France  and  Algeria 
have  declined,  while  those  to  Malta  have  largely  increased,  and 
exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  are  steadily  recovering.  This  is 
partly  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  heavy  fall  in  the  exports  of  oil, 
wine  and  minerals  to  France  and  Algeria  (and  also  to  Italy). 
With  regard  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  great  development  of 
the  trade  in  phosphates  (from  10,592/.  in  1899  to  178,90.1/.  in 
1901),  and  the  recovery  of  esparto  (which  had  fallen  from 
103,141/.  in  1898  to  51,679/.  in  1899),  which  last  year  amounted 
to  122,464/.,  accounts  for  the  advance  in  the  exports  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Of  the  horses  and  mules  the  majority  go  to  Italy,  the  rest  are 
sent  to  Malta,  Algeria  and  France.  The  Tunisian  authorities  have 
been  taking  steps  lately  to  improve  the  breed  of  barbs,  which  had 
much  deteriorated. 

Nearly  half  the  whole  amount  of  cattle  is  exported  to  Malta, 
but  the  quantities  vary  a  good  deal  according  to  the  rainfall  of 
the  year.  Most  of  the  bulls  and  bullocks  go  to  Malta,  the  latter 
for  reshipment  to  the  United  Kingdom,  but  nearly  all  the  cows 
and  young  cattle  find  their  way  to  Algeria. 

There  is  much  demand  for,  but  little  production  of  wax  and 
honey.     What  there  is  is  mostly  used  in  local  industries. 

There  are  several  tunny  fisheries  on  the  coasts  of  Tunis.  The 
most  important  are  at  Monastir  and  Sidi  Daoud.  These  and  all 
tlie  fisheries  of  Tunis  are  farmed  out  under  a  strict  monopoly.  The 
tunny  fisheries  employed  47  boats  and  425  men,  nearly  all  Italian, 
and  produced  792  tons  of  fish.  It  is  preserved  in  the  oil  which  is- 
another  local  commodity,  or  salted  in  barrels.  The  exportation  is 
almost  entirely  to  Italy,  whence  it  is  re-exported  to  France,  ihe 
United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States.  The  salted  tish  goes  to 
Sicily.  Malta  took  only  39  tons  as  against  212  tons  the  year 
before.  British  buyers  would  find  it  to  their  interest  to  make  their 
purchases  on  the  spot. 
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Botaigoes,  or  the  dried  and  salted  roes  of  the  tunny  and  other 
large  fish,  which  formed  a  considerable  export  to  Leghorn  more 
than  200  years  ago,  are  still  a  much  esteemed  delicacy. 

Of  other  fisheries,  that  of  the  sardine,  although  improving,  still  Other 
remains  much  inferior  to  that  of  former  years.  Of  anchovies  29  *•*>•"«■• 
tons  were  taken  last  year  at  Tabarca.  The  great  sardine,  or 
"  allache,"  which  is  special  to  the  waters  of  Mehdia,  has  continued 
to  improve  since  1898.  It  is  about  8  inches  long,  and  is  principally 
consumed  locally,  where  it  is  much  appreciateid.  In  the  Gulf  of 
Gabes  the  cuttle  fish  is  taken  and  dried,  and  sent  in  large  quantities 
to  the  Soudan.  It  pays  an  export  duty  of  12  fr.  the  100  kilos., 
Tsqual  to  4a.  lO^d  per  cwt 

The  Tunisian  sponges,  known  as  "  Jerbi,"  are  renowned  for  Sponger, 
elasticity  and  suppleness  combined  with  durability.  They  are 
fished  in  the  waters  of  Sfax,  the  Kerkenna  Islands  and  Gabes.  The 
sponges  of  Zarzis  and  Gerba  (but  especially  of  Zarzis)  are  of 
particularly  fine  quality.  Properly  prepared  they  might  rival 
those  of  Syria.  The  export  duty  on  unwashed  sponges  is  10  fr. 
the  100  kilos.,  equal  to  4&  per  cwt.,  and  on  washed  sponges  double 
that  amount. 

Hides  of  aU  kinds  are  abundant  but  of  poor  quality.    Ox-hides  Hides, 
go  to  ibYance  and  Italy,  and  are  very  mediocre,    (roat  and  sheep- 
skins are  good.    They  go  to  America  vi4  Marseilles  or  Genoa. 
Hides  pay  an  export  duty  of  from  4  to  6  fr.  per  100  kilos.  (Is,  7id. 
to  2&  5d.  per  cwt.). 

Since  the  alteration  of  the  fiscal  system  in  Tunis  cereals  enter  Oareale. 
France  duty  free.  The  consequence  is  that  France  absorbs  nearly 
all  the  grain  exported  from  here.  The  harvest  of  1898  was 
good,  but  since  then  continuous  poor  seasons  have  much  reduced 
the  output.  It  is  a  popular  belief  that  good  and  bad  agricul- 
tural years  follow  in  rotation.  Barley  is  one  of  the  principal 
resources  of  the  country.  When  the  raiix  falls  opportunely  the 
grain  is  white  and  is  well  adapted  for  malting.  The  British 
Chamber  of  Conmierce  draws  the  special  attention  of  traders  to 
this  quality.  Oats  are  being  increasingly  grown,  though  of  very 
late  introduction. 

Three  principal  kinds  of  dates  are  exported.  The  best  or  Dates. 
^*  Degla  *'  dates  abound  in  the  magnificent  oases  of  the  Jerid-at 
Tozeur,  Nefta  and  El  Oudian.  They  are  of  a  much  better  quality 
than  those  of  Biskra  and  Southern  Algeria.  Hitherto,  however, 
they  have  not  been  able  to  compete  with  the  Algerian  product,  on 
account  of  the  cost  of  transport,  absence  of  roads  and  the  loss  of 
time  in  customs  and  octroi  formalities.  The  recent  opening  of  the 
jail  way  from  Sfax  to  Gafsa,  and  the  projected  extension  to  Tozeur 
^ught  to  bring  the  Tunis  dates  to  market  as  early  as  those  of 
Algeria.  Those  which  now  reach  Tunis  by  sea,  or  by  the  few  land 
caravaiys  still  existing,  are  mostly  re-exported  by  parcel  post  in 
boxes  of  3,  6  and  10  kilos.  The  other  two  kinds  of  dates,  viz.,  the 
*'  bserr  "  and  the  **  horra  "  are  much  inferior.  They  are  sent  almost 
exclusively  to  Algeria,  a  few  also  going  to  Malta,  Tripoli  and 
Egypt 
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OliTfoiL  The  cultivation  of  the  olive  now  receives  much  oflScial  en- 

couragement, and  has  largely  developed  of  late  years.  Extensive 
oil  mills,  with  improved  machinery,  have  been  set  up,  and  even  the 
natives  are  transforming  their  methods  of  extraction  which  have 
been  handed  down  to  them  from  the  Romans.  The  quality  has  thus 
been  greatly  ameliorated,  and  Sfax  oil  is  securing  a  considerable 
demand.  The  olive  crop  having  almost  entirely  failed  in  Italy 
during  the  last  few  years,  growers  in  that  country  have  bought 
large  quantities  of  Tunisian  oil.  It  is  said  that  they  skilfully  mix 
the  latter  with  similar  or  inferior  stuff  of  their  own  and  re-export 
it  under  their  own  names  at  a  much  higher  price  than  the  pure 
article  could  be  bought  for  at  Sfax.  The  same  is  alleged  with 
regard  to  the  oil  exported  to  "STice,  where  it  is  said  to  be  "  doctored  ** 
and  sent  to  back  to  Tunis  and  other  places  as  "  Pure  Nice  Oil.'* 
Of  the  total  value  of  oil  exported  in  1901,  viz.,  232,712i,  France 
took  158,152/.,  Italy  66,580/.,  Malta  3,777/.  and  the  United 
Kingdom  736/.  The  export  duty  is  28.  5<L  per  cwt.  Fresh  olives 
pay  Is.  7^(1,  per  cwt 
"Giignoos  There  is  a  by-product  of  the  olive  (grignons  d'olive),  which  is 

d'OliTei."       extracted  from  the  crushed  remains  after  passing  through  the 
So*p.  mill,  and  which  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  soap.    This  is  mostly 

sent  to  Malta.  In  1899  British  trade  took  8,678/.  worth  of  Tunis  soap 
out  of  a  total  of  10,939/. ;  in  1900  out  of  13,497/.  worth,  soap  to 
the  value  of  10,773/.  went  to  Malta  and  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
in  1901  11,004/.  out  of  13,386/. 
Esparto  grass.  British  trade  in  esparto  grass  ("  halfa ")  has  been  through  a 
crisis,  and  in  1897  had  nearly  come  to  an  end.  Twenty  years  ago 
an  Anglo-French  company  obtained  the  concession  of  the  halfa 
of  a  large  district  extending  from  the  little  port  of  Skhira  for 
about  25  miles  to  near  the  Sebkha-en-Noail.  This  company 
exported  the  crop  to  the  United  Kingdom.  But  the  concession 
was  withdrawn  on  the  plea  of  non-fulfilment  of  certain  conditions. 
In  Sir  H.  H.  Johnston's  report,  published  in  February,  1898,  he  says 
(page  29),  "  As  the  export  duty  has  been  reduced  to  4  fr.  per  ton 
(from  10  fr.),  and  has  been  abolished  altogether  on  cordage  locally 
manufactured  from  halfa,  it  is  thought  that  the  export  of  this 
product  will  attain  a  very  considerable  revival.  Till  1897  about 
8,760  tons  of  esparto  were  exported  annually  from  Tunisia  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  representing  a  value  of  about  22,000/."  This 
expectation  seems  to  have  been  immediately  fulfilled,  for  the 
export  of  halfa  in  1898  is  given  in  the  oflBcial  customs'  returns 
as  24,056  tons,  though  it  fell  again  in  1899  to  13,923  tons.  In 
October,  1900,  a  decree  was  issued  suppressing  entirely  the  export 
duty  on  esparto  and  substituting  for  it  an  octroi  of  2^d.  per  cwt. 
at  the  entry  of  certain  towns  and  districts.  No  halfa  can  be 
exported  on  which  this  tax  has  not  been  paid.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  export  of  halfa  rose  again  in  1900  to  21,819  tons,  while 
last  year  the  total  reached  30,000  tons.  Practically  the  whole  of 
the  export  goes  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  following  note  on 
the  trade  kindly  furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Leadbetter,  the  oldest 
established  agent  in  the  Regency,  may  be  read  with  interest : — 
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"  Esparto  is  furnished  by  Algeria,  which  gives  nearly  half  the 
total  supply,  Spain,  Tripoli  and  Tunis. 

"It  is  used  to  make  durable  printing  paper  that  buits  book 
publishers  and  durable  writing  paper. 

"  It&  great  rival  in  British  paper-making  is  wood-pulp,  wliich, 
however,  makes  paper  that  after  a  term  of  years  gets  brown  and 
brittle,  only  adapted  for  newspapers  and  unimportant  printing,  and 
for  cheap  writing  paper.     • 

"  The  immense  supply  of  wood-pulp  and  the  increased  quantity 
of  esparto  that  lias  come  forward  whenever  prices  have  been  raised, 
has  kept  prices  for  the  last  15  years  much  below  those  previously 
prevailing.     Prices  have  fluctuated  very  littla 

"  The  year  1901*s  trade  was  exceptional.  In  the  end  of  1900 
the  increased  demand  for  paper  consequent  on  the  war  had 
diminished  esparto  stocks,  and  the  French  military  operations 
south  of  Oran  were  interfering  with  esparto  transport.  Accord- 
ingly the  year  1901  began  with  a  strong  demand  for  esparto,  and 
an  advanced  price.  In  Tunis  the  trade  was  further  favoured  by 
the  need  the  esparto-working  Arabs  had  of  buying  grain  in  the 
places  they  took  esparto  to. 

"Larger  quantities  tlian  usual  were  brought  to  market,  and 
before  midsummer  Oran  esparto  was  offering  more  freely,  the 
paper  trade  became  dull,  buyers  held  off  as  much  as  possible 
from  buying,  and  prices  before  the  end  of  the  year  liad  fallen  to 
as  low  a  level  as  ever. 

"  The  short  supply  of  Oran  grass,  and  the  other  circumstances 
already  mentioned,  had  permitted  Tunis  during  1901  to  export 
nearly  30,000  tons  of  esparto,  a  quantity  that  had  not  previously 
been  approached,  or  at  least  not  during  the  last  20  years. 

"The  Sfax-Gafsa  liailway  in  1901  for  the  first  time  furnished 
a  considerable  share  of  the  esparto  exported,  but  with  lowered 
prices  and  the  Arabs  in  less  need  it  has  sent  down  very  little 
esparto  since  midsummer  1901." 

The  qualities  of  the  Tunisian  wines  are  well  appreciated,  and  Wines  and 
their  production  is  growing  apace.  Every  day  the  plantation  of  ^^^"®""- 
vineyards  goes  on,  and  at  the  present  time  there  are  more  than 
50,000  acres  laid  under  vines.  But  the  prices  have  been  so 
extremely  low,  that  some  growers  have  not  been  able  to  sell  their 
last  year's  stock  yet.  The  customs  authorities  assess  the  "vin 
ordinaire"  for  export  at  18  fr.  per  hectolitre,  i.e.,  about  8cL 
per  gallon,  and  "  vin  de  liqueur "  at  60  fr.,  equal  to  2«.  2id.  per 
gallon.  The  export  during  1900  was  consequently  very  much  lower 
— 54  per  cent  less  in  value  than  in  1899  and  47  per  cent,  less  than 
in  1898.  In  1901  a  further  considerable  falling-off  has  taken 
place.  In  1898  Italy  took  3,740  gallons  of  Tunisian  wines  and 
liqueui-s ;  the  United  Kingdom  took  242  gallons  of  wine,  and  nearly 
all  the  rest  w^ent  to  France.  In  1899  8,668  gallons  of  wine  went 
to  Italy ;  200  gallons  of  wine  and  924  gallons  of  liqueurs  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  a  little  to  Belgium  and  Germany,  and  Ihe  great 
bulk  to  France.     In  1900  Italy  took  no  wine  at  all  from  Tunis. 
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All  went  to  France,  with  the  exception  of  8,976  gallons,  which 
were  sent  to  Belgium. 

The  phosphate  of  lime  deposits  of  Gafsa,  Kal&at  es  Senam, 
and  Kallat  Djerda  have  already  been  referred  to  in  connection 
with  the  railways.  In  1898  a  couple  of  tons  of  this  product  were 
sent  to  France.  In  12  months  more  the  tirade  had  become 
thoroughly  established,  and  25,464  tons  were  exported  to  France, 
10,425  tons  to  the  United  Kingdom,  8,633  tons  to  Italy,  11,414 
tons  to  Germany,  and  6,771  tons  to  Holland.  In  1900  the  total 
was  nearly  trebled,  but  the  proportions  were  changed  in  favour 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  which,  instead  of  one-sixth,  took  more 
than  a  third  of  the  whole>  viz.,  59,112  tons  out  of  164,633  tons. 
The  French  share  was  46,910  tons,  that  of  Italy  was  35,667  tons 
(an  increase  of  over  300  per  cent.),  that  of  Germany  15,352  tons, 
and  that  of  Holland  7,592  tons.  Last  year,  1901,  shows  further 
progress  still. 

The  principal  ores  found  in  Tunis  are  those  of  zinc,  lead  and 
iron.  The  carbonates  and  silicates  of  zinc,  or  calamine,  are  being 
increasingly  mined,  and  form  a  promising  field  of  industry.  Their 
composition  is  generally  good.  The  product  loses  about  30  per 
cent  in  calcination,  and  it  is  after  this  operation  that  the  calamine 
is  forwarded  to  Europe.  It  would  seem  that  about  half  the 
calamine  produced  in  Tunis  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  has 
;one  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  rest  to  France  and  Belgium. 
f  the  latter  a  part  is  sent  on  to  Germany  by  way  of  the  canals. 

Lead  and  iron  ores  also  exist  in  considerable  quantities  and 
are  well  worth  the  attention  of  British  importers.  One  of  the 
largest  firms  in  Swansea  has  already  bought  a  mine  in  Tunis  and 
established  an  agency  for  the  acquisition  of  zinc  and  lead  ores. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  the  sulphates  of  lead.  The  carbonates 
are  rather  more  rare.  I  quote  here  some  interesting  notes  on  the 
subject  of  phosphates  and  the  mineral  resources  of  Tunisia,  which 
have  been  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  Mr.  Mclnerny,  an  English 
Civil  Engineer  established  at  Tunis : — 


"  Note  on  Mining  in  Tunis. 

'Tunis  has  long  been  known  for  its  mineral .  wealth,  the 
mountains  having  been,  mined  for  lead  ore  as  far  back  as  the 
Soman  period.  ^  In  more  recent- times  little  encouragement  has 
been  given  by  the  Kings  or;  Beys  of  the  country  for  the  develop- 
ment of  its  natural  resources ;  indeed,  it  is  a  question  whether  it 
would  have  been  possible,  previous  to  the  French  occupation,  to 
have  worked  the  minerals  profitably  at  any  distance  in  the 
interior,  owing  to  diflBculties  of  transport.  Neither  roads  nor 
railways,  the  only  posbible  conditions  for  the  economic  working 
of  mines,  existed  until  within  a  comparatively  recent  period.  It 
is  only  then  within  this  period  that  serious  attention  has  been 
turned  to  the  ores  which  abound  in  the  mountains  of  Tunis. 

'*  The  Government  has  constructed  some  excellent  roads  and 
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brickofl  mostly  in  the  northern  part  of  the  country,  ^d  by  the 
estaolishment  of  a  mines  office  at  ^Funis,  authorised  to  grant 
permits  and  concessions  to  suitable  applicants,  has  given  every 
encouragement  to  numerous  prospectors. 

"  The  results  during  the  past  13  years  have  been  very  satis- 
factogr. 

"The  ores  mined  are  chiefly  those  of  iinc,  in  the  form  of 
ofdamine,  and  of  lead  as  galena  and  cerusite.  The  number  of 
teally  important  mines  is  not  great  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  mining  licenaea  ffranied,  but  this  is  greatly  due  to  geological 
disturl)ance8  which  nave  retarded  a  more  accurate  acquaintance 
with  the  general  run  of  the  richer  deposits  of  ore.  Mining  in 
this  country  is,  in  fact,  in  its  infancy,  and  the  quantity  of  ore 
exported  in  the  past  year,  viz.,  26,145  tons,  shows  on  the  whole  a 
good  return. 

"  The  deepest  seated  bed  encountered  In  Tjmis  is  the  Jurassic ; 
the  ores  of  zinc  and  lead  are  found  generally  in  the  over-laying 
beds  of  cretaceous  limestones. 

!^  The  chief  mining  districts  of  zinc  and  lead  are  in  the  north 
of  Tunisia,  the  centres  being  Teboursouk,  B(^a  and  Souk^el-Arbfii. 
The  prospector  has  been  greatly  aided  in  hijs  work  by  those 
pioneers  of  mining — the  Romans.  These  worl^ngs  follow  generally 
the  chain  of  mountains  merging  into  the  Atlas  range  in  Con- 
Btantine — the  Numidia  of  Eome. 

"The  more  southern  parts  of  Tanis  are  not  by  any  means 
lacking  in  valuable  outcrops  of  the  above-named  ores,  but  these 
districts  are  not  favoured  by  the  means  of  carrying  their  ores 
cheaply  to  embarking  ports,  and  the  output  in  the  south  is  conse- 
quently small. 

"  Copper  ore  is  also  found  in  Northern  Tunisia,  and  although 
many  mining  people  are  pessimistic  in  their  views  of  this  mineral, 
^t  least  one  good  vein  has  been  recently  struck  near  the  Algerian 
frontier. 

"The  iron  ores  of  Tunis,  which  are  abundanti  ax*e  entirely 
undeveloped.  Much  hesitation  and  timidity  are  shown  alike  by 
speculators  to  embark  their  capital,  and  by  the  Government  to 
undertake  the  necessary  railway  construction. 

"  The  ores  consist  chiefly  of  brown  ^nd  red  hematites,  limonite, 
&c.  Some  millions  of  tons  are  proved  superficially  on  the  north 
coast  of  Tunis  between  Tabarka  and  Bizerta^ 

"  A  valuable  outcrop  of  many  millions  of  tons  occurs  to  the 
soutli-east  of  above  deposit  in  the  district  of  Souk-el- Arba,  and 
further  on  in  the  district  of  Tebessa  is  a  l^uge  deposit  of  some 
50,000,000  tons,  according  to  the  estimate  of  competent  engineers. 
The  latter  deposit,  thougli  outside  the  Tunisian  boundary,  is  of 
interest  on  account  of  its  vicinity. 

"The  timidity  noted  abo^e  in  putting  tq  profit  these  valuable 
ore  deposits,  is  probably  on  account  of  a  fairly  long  carriage  by 
rail  to  ports  of  shipment.  This,  however,  should  not  be  a  fata.1 
ol^jection  in  cases  where  ihe  ore  occurs  superficially,  and  is, 
therefore,  cheaply  worked. 
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*'  In  view  of  the  diminishing  supplies  of  iron  ores  from  the 
Bilbao  district,  ironmasters  are  being  forced  to  look  for  their 
future  requirements  in  places  not  so  favourably  situated,  and 
where  previously  the  long  carriage  distances  would  have  been 
considered  as  an  impediment  to  successful  mining  operations,  and 
this  would  be  true,  except  in  such  places  where,  as  in  the  cases 
under  notice,  the  ore  can  be  very  cheaply  won. 

"The  Eocene  beds  are  distinguished  by  an  extraordinary 
abundance  of  phosphates  of  lime,  which  form  at  present  one  of 
the  most  important  mining  features  of  North  Afiica. 

"  The  practicability  of  working  these  deposits  in  Algeria  was 
initiated  and  successfully  proved  by  two  British  companies. 

**  Tunisia  has  not  been  behhidhand  in  following  the  example 
Bel  by  Algeria. 

"  The  enormous  deposits  of  phosphates  at  Gafsa,  in  Southern 
Tunisia,  are  now  being  exploited  and  sent  over  a  line  specially 
constructed  for  their  carriage  to  Sfax  for  shipment.  Last  year 
the  shipments  amounted  to  nearly  200,000  tons. 

"  Two  other  large  deposits  in  "West  Tunisia  ai-e  being  worked, 
and  a  railway  is  in  course  of  construction  to  ship  their  produce  at 
Tunis.  Other  imdeveloped  beds  of  similar  nature  exist  in  the 
districts  of  Kairouan  and  Sfax.'j 

"  Notes  ok  Iron  PropeHy  in  JSwth  Africa, 

*'  This  property,  termed  by  the  Arabs  *  the  Mountains  of  Iron,' 
is  situated  in  Tunisia  to  the  south-west  of  the  town  of  Tunis. 
The  nearest  railway  station  is  22  kiloms.  (14  miles)  from  the 
mine  and  150  kiloms.  (94  miles)  from  Tunis,  the  shipping  port, 
or  say  a  total  of  108  miles  of  rail,  of  which  14  miles  would  have 
to  be  constructed. 

"  The  question  of  carriage,  which  would  appear  at  first  sight 
to  be  a  bar  to  the  successful  exploitation  of  the  property,  will  be 
dealt  with  later  on,  and  it  will  be  shown  that  the  diflSculty  is  not 
an  insuperable  one. 

"The  mine  permit  or  license  covers  a  superficies  of  about 
2,000  •acres. 

"  The  out-cropping  iron  is  revealed  on  four  mountains  com- 
prised within  the  above  area. 

"  The  country  rock  consists  of  cretaceous  limestone. 

"  Commencing  with  the  small  mountain  on  the  west,  as  shown 
in  the  plan,*  the  outcrops  cover  an  area  of  50,000  to  60,000  square 
metres.  The  dip  of  the  ore  is  to  the  east.  Trenching  and 
sinking  into  these  outcrops  in  two  places  on  the  northern  slope  of 
the  mountain  have  proved  a  thickness  of  at  least  14  metres. 

"  The  few  existing  explorations  were  originally  made  to  follow 
some  small  strings  of  copper  ore.  These  were  found  to  be  in- 
significant, but  in  following  their  traces  the  immense  importance 
of  the  iron  deposit  became  at  once  apparent. 

"  An  analysis  of  the  sample  of  ore,  taken  in  the  explorations 
*  Kot  printed  with  thii  report. 
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above  mentioned,  is  given  further  on.  It  consists  of  crystallised 
brown  iron  ore  containing  a  good  deal  of  manganese,  and  will,  no 
doubt,  be  properly  described  as  limonite  with  a  certain  admixture 
of  spathic  ore. 

*'  On  the  southern  slope  of  the  mountain  the  outcrop  is  firm 
and  compact,  being  visible  for  about  100  metres  in  a  southerly 
direction,  and  encircling  the  crest  of  the  moimtain  east  and  west. 
No  explorations  have  been  made  in  this  part. 

"  The  big  mountain  to  the  east  reveals  an  enormous  outcrop. 
The  dip  of  the  bed  of  ore  follows  the  western  slope  of  the  mountain, 
being  visible  on  that  side  for  80  metres.  The  outcrop  visible  on 
the  eastern  slope  of  the  mountain,  for  an  average  of  30  metres,  is 
the  thickness  of  the  bed. 

''  The  denuded  crest  of  the  mountain  is  thus  a  solid  block  of 
iron  ore,  measuring  500  metres  horizontally  by  80  by  30  metres,  or 
say  1,000,000  cubic  metres. 

"  The  writer  of  these  notes  did  not  make  more  than  a  cursory 
examination  of  the  smaller  mountains  north  and  south,  which 
sufficed,  however,  to  convince  him  that  the  ore  is  in  plentiful 
occurrence.  The  outcrops  in  the  mountain  north  are  especially 
abundant. 

"  A  glance  shows  that  where  denudation  has  operated  iron  has 
been  brought  to  sight,  and  it  is  a  reasonable  conclusion  that  the 
ore  in  sight  combines  to  form  one  mass. 

"To  arrive,  however,  at  an  estimate  of  8,000,000  to  10,000,000 
tons,  it  is  only  necessary  to  reckon  that  revealed  by  the  outcrops. 

"  The  abundance  of  the  ore  is  so  manifest  that  it  rests  rather 
with  the  chemist  than  the  engineer  to  deteiTnine  the  value  of  these 
ore  deposits. 

'*  The  following  are  two  assays — the  first  resulting  from  a 
general  sample  of  the  ore  and  the  second  from  a  sample  taken  in 
the  exploration  mentioned  in  the  mountain  west : — 
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"  Another  point,  which  is  equally  apparent  with  the  quantity 
of  ore,  is  the  great  facility  of  exploitation.  The  work  would  be  all 
conducted  in  open-cast  stopes  or  terraces.  The  cost  of  winning 
the  ore  should  not  exceed  2  fr.  per  cubic  metre,  or  let  us  say  1  f r. 
per  ton. 

'*  The  economical  stoping  of  the  ore  is  a  factor  which  greatly 
compensates  for  transport  expenses,  of  which  special  mention  is 
now  itiade. 

*'  It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  a  railway  would  require  ^«  carriage 
to  be  constmcted  to  the  line  running  to  Tunis.    The  ground  from  ®*  ^^^  ^^' 
(191)  B  3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


22  TUNIS. 

Ihc  mine  to  tliib  railway  is  on  a  regular  and  gentle  slope,  I'oUowiu^^  ■ 
the  banks  of  a  river  whicli  would  need  to  be  crossed  in  one  place 
only  by  a  bridge.    The  path  of  the  projected  railway  has  been 
ascertained  to  be  about  14  miles.     The  cost  of  railway  construction  • 
in  this  country  is  usually  reckoned  at  70,000  fr.  per  kilom. 
(4,000/.  per  mile). 

'/  The  distance  to  be  run  on  the  '.runisian  Railway  to  the  port 
of  siiipment  (Tunis)  has  been  stated  to  be  94  miles.  There  is  no 
existing  rate  on  iron  ore,  but  there  is  a  special  tariff  for  phosphates. 

"  The  latter  being  tlie  more  valuable,  it  is  quite  certain  that 
iron  ore  would  enjoy  a  tariff  at  least  as  favourable  as  that  in  force 
for  phosphates. 

*'  The  rate  for  pliosphates  for  the  distance  of  94  miles  is  6  fr.  60  c. 
(os.  lid.)  p6r  ton  in  railway  wagons— to  arrive  at  the  comparative 
rate  in  private  wagons  anoUier  estimate  is  necessary.  Phosphates 
are  carried  at  the  present  moment  over  the  same  railway  for  a 
distance  of  148  miles  to  shipping  i>ort,  half  of  that  distance  in 
l»rivate  wagons,  the  other  half  in  railway  wagons,  with  cost  of 
transhipment  from  private  to  railway  wagons  inclusive,  at  7  fr.  5  c. 
per  ton.  The  rate  for  the  half  distance  (74  miles)  in  railway 
wagons  is  5  fr.  20  c. 

**  Here  it  is  evident  that  a  further  special  reduction  is  made, 
for,  without  counting  cost  of  transhipment,  on  deducting  fix»m 
total  rate,  7  fr.  5  c.  rate  on  74  miles  in  railway  wagons,  5  f r.  20  c, 
there   remains   only  payable   on    74  milee   in   private  wagons, 

1  I'r.  85  c,  which  is  equivalent  for  94  miles  in  private  wagons  to 

2  fr.  35  c. 

"  Taking,  however,  the  whole  rate  of  7  fr.  6  c.  on  148  miles  as 
applicable  to  94  miles,  the  relative  rate  would  be  4  fr.  50  c. 

''  It  is  practically  certain  then  that  while  the  rate  in  private 
vagop9  would  not  exceed,  it  would  probably  be  under,  4  fr.  50  c. 
Add  to  this  cost  of  carriage  over  private  line,  say  50  c. ;  total 
carriage,  5  fr. ;  plus  cost  of  shipment,  40  c.  Total  cost  of  transport 
mine  to  f.o.b.,  5  fr.  40  c. 

"  In  concluding  the  subject  of  transports  it  may  be  added  that 
the  Tunisian  Government  has  recently  taken  over  from  the  French 
Government  half  of  th^  railway  guarantee,  and  it  is  practically 
certain,  therefore,  that  they  would  force  the  railway  to  make  such 
concessions  as  would  render  possible  an  exploitation  securing  to 
them  an  annual  traffic  of  200,000  to  300,000  tons. 
Talue  of  ore  "  The  present  value  of  the  ore  in  question  delivered  at  home 

and  estimate    j^j^s  WOUld  bc— 
of  coat.  *■ 
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Counting  hron  at  60  per  oent.  • . 
Manganese  at  6  per  oent. 

Leas  freight  and  insorano^,  Tunis  to 
home  ports . . 

Value,  f. oh.  Tunis    ..         ,, 

Estimate  of  cost  of  winning  ore 
Handling,  placing  on  wagons,  &c. 
Management,  staff,  office,  general  expenses  . . 

Boyalty 

Oarriage  and  f  .o.b.  expenses    . . 


Value. 


Total. 


t.    d, 

14    6 

8    0 

Fr.    c. 

17    6 
8    6 

9    0 

Fr.  c. 
1      0 
0    50 
0    94 
0    50 
5    40 

11    84 

•       8    84 
8      0 

"  There  is  a  very  brisk  movement  in  the  development  of  iron 
properties  in  Algeria  and  Tunisia  at  present. 

"As  an  instance  of  other  iron-fields,  where  the  ore  will  have  to 
be  carried  long  distances,  may  be  mentioned  a  property  in  Algeria 
taken  up  recently  by  the  Creusot  Company,  where  the  ore  will 
have  to  be  cairied  some  140  miles,  and  another  iron-field  in  North 
Tunisia,  for  the  development  of  which  70  miles  of  railway  are  to 
be  constructed. 

"  The  property  in  question  has  only  just  come  under  the  notice 
of  the  writer,  who  was  much  struck  by  the  richness  of  the  deposit, 
and  scanty  as  the  information  in  these  notes  may  be,  he  considers 
it  well  worth  bringing  to  the  attention  of  British  ironmasters  or 
mineowners.  Foreign  competitors  are  beginning  to  look  after  it, 
and  the  property  will  infallibly  be  taken  in  hand  before  long. 

"  In  conclusion,  the  points  to  be  borne  in  mind  are : — 

"  (1)  That  of  the  quantity  of  ore  there  is  no  doubt. 

"  (2)  The  samples  have  all  shown  the  quality  to  be  good. 

"  (8)  The  only  question  which  appears  to  present  a  difficulty 
— that  of  carriage — is  practically  certain  of  receiving  a  solution, 
even  more  satisfactory  than  that  mentioned  above." 

Tunisian  wool  varies  so  much  in  colour  and  quality  that  it  is  WooL 
little  sought  after  by  European  buyers.  It  finds  a  market,  how-  Wooltoa 
ever,  in  Italy,  which  takes  83  per  cent,  of  all  the  raw  wool  ex- 
ported. The  annual  production  is  most  abundant.  The  native 
wools  fetch  from  1/.  Is.  to  1/.  10s.  per  cwt.  in  the  raw  state,  and 
about  \L  15s.  per  cwt.  cleaned.  The  export  duty  is  5yV  V^^  c®^^- 
ad  valorem.  The  native  woollen  manufactures,  *'  haiks,"  "  bur- 
nooses,"  blankets  and  carpets,  are  highly  appreciated  in  Egypt  and 
Tripoli.  These  two  countries  (and  Malta  in  a  less  degree,  pro- 
bably merely  as  an  entrepot  for  the  Levant)  take  nearly  the  whole 
amount  exported.  The  fezzes  take  the  same  direction,  but  the 
competition  of  Austria  in  this  article  is  rapidly  destroying  the 
Tunisian  industry. 

(191)  B  4 
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Tbe  returns  of  tlie  trade  of  Tunis  during  the  last  four  years  Resulu  of 
are  interesting,  as  they  exhibit  the  results  of  the  change  of  fiscal  cbangc  of 
policy  introduced  on  May  2,  1898.  The  termination  of  tlie  old  <'»^'»^  P^^^^'^- 
commercial  treaties,  and  the  free  hand  tlius  accorded  to  the  protect- 
ing Power,  furnished  the  opportunity  for  ttying  some  form  of  pro- 
tectionism in  Tunis  for  the  benefit  of  France.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  it  is  possible  to  administer  the  Eegency  as  (1)  an 
exclusive  market  for  French  products,  (2)  a  paying  investment  for 
French  capital,  (3)  a*  counter  attraction  under  the  French  flag  to 
the  temptations  of  prosperous  foreign  colonies,  and  (4)  as  also  a 
self-supporting  community,  free  of  expense  to  Fmnce.  The 
problem  was  to  devise  a  means  of  allowing  Fi'ench  products  to 
enter  Tunis  almost  duty  fi-ee,  to  reduce  foreign  competition  by 
prohibitive  tariffs,  to  lower  export  duties  so  much  as  to  make 
Tunis  an  attractive  market  to  buy  in,  and  yet  to  procure  a  revenue 
without  levying  taxes,  which  would  discourage  immigration. 
Tunis  has  no  manufactures,  nor  means  of  establishing  any.  It  is 
dependent  upon  the  products  of  its  soil  and  the  mining  and  phos- 
phate industries  which  are  yet  in  their  infancy.  The  former  have 
to  support  an  increasing  population,  which  needs  to  procm'e  the 
necessaries  of  life  very  cheaply.  The  latter  will  want  to  be  pre- 
served from  premature  exhaustion. 

The  returns  show  that  the  total  exports  from  Timis  have 
declined  in  the  last  four  years,  while  the  imports  have  steadily 
increased,  the  combined  trade  of  the  country  being  slightly  less 
in  1901  than  it  was  in  1900  and  1899,  though  still  somewhat 
superior  to  that  of  1898.  Under  the  law  of  July  19,  1900, 
grain,  oils,  olives,  farm  animals  and  poultry  are  admitted  into 
France  from  Tunis  duty  free,  and  Tunisian  "  vin  ordinaire"  only 
pays  a  duty  of  \d.  per  gallon.  But  these  favours  are  confined  to 
goods  carried  in  French  bottoms,  and  in  specified  quantities  only. 
By  the  Beylical  decree  of  May  2,  1898,  the  new  tariff  admits  into 
Tunis  duty  free,  from  France  only,  live  animals,  wool,  silk  and 
oil ;  wines,  spirits  and  liqtieurs  of  all  kinds ;  iron,  copper,  lead, 
tin  and  zinc ;  yams,  fabrics,  embroidery  and  clothes ;  machinery, 
ironmongery  and  hardware.  Otherwise,  that  is,  as  regards  other 
countries,  the  tariff  has  retained  the  8  per  cent,  ad  ralorevi  duty 
on  many  articles  of  import,  and  has  laid  heavy  duties  on  oil, 
spirits  of  all  kinds,  hardware,  sugar,  coflee,  tea,  &c.  A  most 
elaborate  scale  of  duties  on  cotton  goods  has  been  drawn  up,  but 
British  cotton  goods  only  pay  5  per  cent  under  the  Convention  of 
September  18,  1897.  This  advantage,  however,  will  only  last 
until  the  end  of  1912. 

Ps^c^NTAGB  Table  of  the  share  oi*  certain  Countries  in  the  whole 
Xr^de  og  T^zui?  during  the  Years  1896-1901. 
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The  year  1898  was  d  time  of  transition.  The  new  tariff  was 
known,  but  the  old  duties  were  levied  until  the  end  of  the  year. 
Stocks  were  manipulated  in  anticipation  of  raised  or  lowered  duties, 
and  for  speculation  on  the  new  British  treaty  coming  into  effect. 
The  large  total  of  1899  was  due  to  the  unprecedented  quantity  of 
olive  oil  exported,  amounting  to  586,341/.,  or  4f  times  as  much 
as  the  year  before,  and  2^  times  as  much  as  the  year  after ;  also 
to  the  entirely  new  item  of  phosphates  which  supplied  63,711/. 
to  the  good,  and  to  the  increase  in  the  export  of  minerals  which 
rose  by  44,401/.  But  the  disastrous  harvest  of  1899,  which 
diminished  tlie  export  of  grain  by  375,758/.,  and  the  fall  of 
41,184/.  in  the  export  of  halfa,  reduced  these  gains  to  a  net 
advance  of  only  209,465/.  Under  the  advantage  offered  by  free 
entry  into  France,  very  nearly  all  the  wine,  two-fifths  of  the 
phosphates,  and  57  per  cent,  of  the  oil,  went  to  that  country. 
Nearly  all  the  rest  of  the  oil  was  taken  by  Italy.  Less  than  a 
quarter  of  the  ores  went  to  France. 

The  imports  of  1899  increased  on  the  whole  by  about  90,284/., 
in  spite  of  the  diminished  quantities  of  cotton  fabrics,  grain, 
petroleum  and  oils,  an  aggregate  decrease  of  133,310/.  The  net 
increase  was  due  to  the  larger  amounts  of  sugar,  timber,  coal  and 
a  general  advance  in  most  of  the  other  articles  of  consumption. 

The  first  working  year  of  the  protectionist  policy  of  Txmis  seems 
then  to  have  resulted  in  an  increase  of  imports  from  France  above 
the  average  of  the  three  preceding  years,  at  the  expense  of  British 
cottons,  Eussian  grain  and  Belgian  steel.  The  prosperity  of  the 
country — apait  from  the  failure  of  com — was. general.  But  the 
increase  in  the  trade  totals  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  success  of 
oil  and  phosphates  wliich  was  pecidiar  to  this  year.  In  1900 
came  the  reaction.  Imports  increased  in  round  figures  by  nearly 
230,000/.,  but  exports  fell  off  by  275,000/.,  and  the  total  was 
45,500/.  to  the  bad.  The  share  of  France  went  back  from  63J  per 
cent,  to  not  quite  62  per  cent,  the  lowest  it  had  been  since  1895. 
The  growth  of  imports  from  France  went  back  to  95,881/. — neaily 
its  old  average  (87,559/.)— three-sevenths  of  which  was  gained  in 
com  and  flour.  The  United  Kingdom,  Eussia,  America,  Austria- 
Hungary,  Sweden,  Germany,  Holland  and  Greece,  all  increased 
their  trade  with  Tunis ;  the  United  Kingdom's  percentage  rising 
to  nearly  12J  per  cent,  (nearly  14  per  cent,  in  1901),  with 
substantial  gains  in  cotton  fabrics,  coal  and  machinery.  America 
more  than  quadrupled  her  supply  of  machinery,  multiplying  her 
cereals  and  tobacco  by  six  times,  and  trebling  her  petroleum. 
Austria-Hungary  sent  more  timber  for  buildmg  purposes,  and 
raised  her  total  of  goods  sent  to  Tunis  from  31,075/.  to  51,697/. 
On  the  other  hand  Italy  sent  9,500/.  worth  less,  mostly  in  flour 
and  meal,  and  Belgium  lost  more  way  than  ever  with  her  iron 
goods. 

As  for  exports,  the  chief  increase  in  1900  was  with  the  United 
Kingdom,  Germany,  Tripoli  and  Egypt.  The  export  oi  olive  oil  was 
little  more  than  two-fifths  of  what  it  was  in  1899.  Ores  fell  off  by 
58,065/1    Wines  went  down  by  one-half.    Corn  was  only  1^  per  cent 
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better  than  in  1899.  The  entire  export  was  274,93  If.  less  than  the 
preceding  year.  Phosphates  again  were  the  saving  clement  with 
a  total  of  167,276/.,  a  gain  of  103,562i,  and  the  restrictions  on 
halfa  were  removed  just  in  time  to  raise  its  export  by  36,984/.  to 
88,680i,  over  93  per  cent,  of  which  was  bought  by  the  United 
Kingdom.    The  second  year  of  "  Protection."  then,  shows  that  :— 

1.  Tunisian  money  cannot  bo  compelled  to  find  its  way  only 
to  Prance. 

2.  The  United  Kingdom  and  other  countries  can  liold  their 
own  in  Tunis  in  spite  of  unfavourable  tariffs. 

3.  Wine  and  oil  are  not  reliable  sources  of  income  to  serve  as 
the  principal  industries  of  the  country. 

4.  The  export  of  phosphates,  minerals  and  lialfa  must  be 
fostered  and  kept  free  from  undue  taxation. 

A  glance  at  the  preceding  tables  will  show  that  the  statistics 
for  the  year  1901  confirm  the  general  conclusions  that  can  be 
drawn  from  those  for  1900. 

I  will  conclude  this  report  with  a  few  notes  on  some  of  the 
articles  for  which  there  is  a  demand  in  Tunis,  and  the  local  con- 
ditions which  affect  their  supply  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Salted  or  smoked  fish  come  mostly  from  France,  the  herrings  Salted  or 
especially.    Some  also  come  from  the  United  Kingdom  vid  Malta,  sn^oked  fish. 
but  the  French  are  preferred,  owing  to  the  difference  in  packing. 
The  French  divide  their  fish  according  to  quality  and  size,  and 
pack  them  in  small  casks  or  boxes.    All  the  lish  being  of  the  same 
origin  are  of  the  same  quality,  and  the  British  exporter  could  easily 
compete  with  the  French  if  he  would  adopt  a  better  system  of 
packing     The  import  duty  is  8  per  cent,  ad  'calorem. 
'     The  Tunisian  Government  requires  all  imported  potatoes  to  be  Potatoes, 
washed  in  sea-water  t)n  their  arrival  at  the  custom  house,  as  a 
preventive  against  phylloxera.     Potatoes  thus  washed  do  not  keep 
well,  so  they  can  only  be  imported  in  small  quantities  at  a  time. 

But  seed  potatoes  are  exempted  from  this  salt-water  bath  on 
condition  of  being  packed  in  a  special  manner,  and  being  accom- 
panied by  a  certificate  of  origin.  British  potatoes  have  a  very  good 
reputation  for  their  variety  and  quality ;  they  could  therefore  be 
advantageously  imported  liere  for  seed.  At  present  most  of  these 
tubers  come  from  France.     Tlie  import  duty  is  2d.  per  cwt. 

Coal  comes  almost  exclusively  from  the  United  Kingdom.  The  CorI. 
development  of  the  railway  system  in  Tunisia  will  demand  more 
and  more  of  this  product.  For  industrial  purposes,  however,  the 
price  of  coal  is  rather  high,  and  petroleum  is  preferred.  Still  there 
is  a  considerable  sale  for  "  briquettes."  The  import  duty  on  con  1 
is  Is.  per  English  ton. 

Petx'oleum  mostly  comes  from  Batoum.    The  "  Societa  Italo-  Petroleum. 
Americano"  is  now  building  large  tanks  at  Goletta,  and  has  begun 
to  supply  the  best  American  oil  at  a  gi'eatly  reduced  price.    The 
duty  is  8  per  cent,  ad,  valorem. 

Tobacco  is  a  monopoly  of  the  Tunisian  Government.     The  Tobacco. 
Regie  has  certain  cigars  made  at  Malta  which  are  principally  con- 
sumed by  the  poorer  classes.    British  importations  have  slightly 
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Iron. 


Steel. 


Sulphate  of 
soda. 


Toilet  soap. 


Cotton  yarns 
and  tib.«ues. 


increased.  In  1900  Malta  sent  3,687/.  worth  of  manufactured 
tobacco  to  Tunis  and  2,448Z.  worth  of  raw  leaf,  a  total  of  6,135/. 
out  of  37,063/.  for  the  whole  Begency.  Tije  bi^lk  comes  from 
America. 

Since  the  raising  of  the  duties  sheet  iron,  hardware,  locks, 
cooking  and  other  domestic  utensils  are  little  imported  froni  the 
United  Kingdom  or  Belgium,  which  used  to  furnish  ironwork  for 
building  purposes.  The  supply  now  comes  from  France. .  Iron 
bedsteads  and  such  articles  are  taxed  at  4/.  per  ton.  In  spite  of 
this  high  price  the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  believes  that 
British  manufacturers  could  still  compete  successfully  in  this 
market. 

English  cutlery  is  highly  prized,  but  it  is  now  hardly  to  be 
obtained.  The  natives  are  always  ready  to  piy  a  high  price  for  a 
British  razor  or  pair  of  scissors.  Steel  articles  have  dwindled 
entirely  at  the  expense  of  Belgium,  which  once  had  almost  the 
monopoly.  The  United  Kingdom  sent  6,040/.  of  steel  goods  in 
1 898,  but  only  57/.  worth  last  year. 

Sulphate  of  soda  is  used  in  the  making  of  soap.  British  traders 
supply  about  40  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  It  is  the  same  with 
caustic  soda.  The  duty  is  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  soda,  natural 
or  artificial,  sulphates  of  soda  or  caustic  soda. 

British  toilet  soap  can  also  be  sold  well  in  Tunis,  but  a  lai^e 
highly-scented  tablet  is  a  sine  qud  non  whatever  the  quality  may 
be.     The  duty  is  8  per  cent,  ad  valoi*em, 

I  have  already  spoken  of  the  advantageous  ternis  on  which 
British  cottons  are  admitted  into  Tunis.  This  will  last  only  until 
the  end  of  1912.  But  the  competition  of  France  and  Italy  is 
already  a  serious  consideration.  The  Italian  looms  are  turning 
out  growing  quantities  of  cheap  material  which  is  being  increasingly 
imported  into  Tunis.  The  following  tablefwill  show  the  present 
i-elative  position  of  this  article  of  import : — 


Value. 


Linen. 


Woolleni, 


Articles. 


Unbleached  calico.. 
Bleached  cottons  . . 
Prints  and  coloured 
cloths      •  • 


France. 

Kin'^dom.  B«lP™- 

Italy. 

<^— ^  iJXa. 

£ 

2,784 
10,576 

,    26,446 

1 

£               £ 
64,450    ;      427 
78,887        3,378 

35,560        1,908 

£ 

641 
1,819 

9,676 

£        1         £ 

250          69,609 
237     ;      97,942 

5,161          86,006 

The  natives  of  Tunis,  both  Mohammedans  and  Jews,  wear  little 
else  but  cotton  ganneats.  The  woollen  burnooses  which  they  use 
in  cold  weatherthey  weave  for  themselves. 

The  United  Kingdom  supplied  the  majority  of  the  linen 
imported  into  Tunis.  The  imposition  of  duties  in  1898  has  now 
given  France  the  lead. 

Woollen  fabrics  now  come  mostly  from  France,  under  the 
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protectionist  system.  British  cloth  is  preferred,  but  buyers 
cannot  now  afford  its  high  price.  The  old-fashioned  Arabs  and 
Jews  always  wear  the  best  quality  they  can  obtain.  But  the 
increasing  class  of  '*  Europeanised "  natives  and  Jews,  and  the 
poorer  Europeans,  prefer  cheap  showy  stuffs,  which  are  low  enough 
in  price  to  permit  of  frequent  change  and  a  new  suit  of  clothes  at 
every  pleasure  party  or  fete. 

The  consumption  of  tea  is  small  and  the  duty  is  high.  The  Ta*. 
natives  consume  a  certain  amount  of  green  tea,  but  the  use  of 
tea  among  the  Europeans  is  growing  rapidly.  "  Five  o'clock  tea  " 
is  becoming  common.  At  present  the  F^^nch  know  little  of  other 
than  China  teas  at  a  very  high  price,  5  fr.  per  half  kilo.  {3s,  7^. 
per  lb.  English)  being  the  usual  retail  quotation.  A  develop- 
ment in  this  trade  seems  well  within  the  reach  of  ordinary  effort 
and  attention  on  the  part  of  sellers. 
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Heport  on  the  Trade  of  Baghdad  for  the  Year  1900 
By  Majoe  Mklvill,  Acting  Bbitish  Consul-General. 

(Beoeiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  September  5, 1901.) 

The  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  submission  of  this  report,  which  General 
I  much  regret,  was  that  I  was  endeavouring  to  obtain  an  accurate,  remarks, 
or  approximately  accurate,  statement  of  the  imports,  but  I  find 
that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  figures  on  which  any  reliance  can 
be  placed.  The  imports  shown  in  the  tables  attached  to  this 
report  are,  as  has  been  the  case  in  previous  years,  only  those 
which  have  been  carried  by  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris  Steam 
Nayigation  Company. 

Business  during  the  year  was  very  depressed,  especially  in  the 
import  branch.    The  chief  causes  of  the  depression  were : — 

1.  The  high  prices  ruling  in  the  home  markets  for  most  com- 
modities, especially  cotton  goods., 

2.  High  rates  of  discount  in  London,  enhancing  difficulties  and 
the  cost  of  financing  purchases,.  ,        . 

3.  Quarantine  regulations. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1899,  not  only  was  the  10  days* 
quarantine  at  Basrah  against  Indian  and  Persian  Gulf  ports,  but 
also  a  second  quarantine  of  10  days  at.Koot  against  supposed 
cholera  at  Basrah. 

Quarantine  at  Koot  was  removed  at  the  end  of  December, 
1899,  but  the  interruption  to  traffic  caused  /by  it  severely  aflfeeted 
trade  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  under  review. 

In  April,  1900,  the  (quarantine  authorities  established  a  cordon 
on  the  Perfiiian  frontier,  m  consequence  of  a  reported  outbreak  of 
plague  across  the  border.  This  was  subsequently  modified  to 
10  days'  quarantine  at  certain  points  on  the  frontier,  and 
ultimately  all  restrictions  were  removed  in  July,  1900.  By  this 
time,  however,  trade  had  greatly  suflfered  from  the  serious 
restrictions  to  which  it  had  befen  subjected. 

The  price  of  sight  drafts  on  London  varied  during  the  year  Bxchange. 
from  l07i   to  111  Turkish  liras  per  lOOt,  while  the   price  of 
sight  drafts  on  Bombay  was  from  70}  to  73f  Turkish  Uras  per 
1,000  rs. 

Homeward  ocean  freights  to  London  varied  from  11.  5s,  to 
^892)  A  2 
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Freightf. 


Ezpoiti. 
Wool. 


0aUB. 


0nin. 


Sesame  sred. 


Imports. 
Piece-goods. 


Loaf  sugar. 


11.  128.  6d.  per  ton,  these  rates  being  from  Basrah  to  London 
including  the  transhipping  charges  at  Basrah,  but  not  the  river 
freight  from  Baghdad  to  Basrah,  which  varied  from  lOs.  8<L  to 
11. 19s.  Id.  per  ton«  Outward  ocean  freights  from  London  and 
Manchester  to  Baghdad  were  steadily  maintained  at  from  3/.  lOs. 
to  4Z.  per  ton,  including  the  river  freight  from  Basrah  to  Baghdad. 

The  clip  of  Arab  wool  for  the  year  was  of  fair  average  quality, 
but  rather  short  in  quantity.  Prices  opened  at  about  145.  per 
maund  of  12^  Constantinople  okes  (35  lbs.),  but  fell  to  about  125. 
per  maund  at  the  end  of  the  year.   ' 

The  Awassi  wool  was  of  average  quality  and  quantity.  The 
price  realised  was  from  IO5.  6d.  to  12a.  6^.  per  maund  of  12^  Con- 
stantinople okes  (35  lbs.),  the  lower  level  being  touched  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  The  Kurdish  wool  was  full  in  quantity,  but  a 
great  part  of  this  wool  was  in  a  very  poor  and  dirty  condition. 
This  told  against  its  sale,  and  prices  were  much  lower  than  usual, 
the  bulk  of  the  wool  changing  hands  at  about  95.  6d.  per  maund  of 
12i  Constantinople  okes  (35  lbs.). 

The  gall  crop  was  exceptionally  full,  the  largest  that  has 
been  known  for  many  years,  and  it  was  also  of  very  good  quality. 
Prices  opened  at  18Z.  IO5.  per  cantar  (about  640  lbs.),  but  by  the 
end  of  the  ye<ir  declined  to  11/.  I65.  lOd,  per  cantar. 

The  grain  crops  were,  on  the  whole,  good,  though  not  of  very 
great  quantity.  A  succession  of  poor  seasons  had  in  great 
measure  exhausted  the  grain  reserves,  and  thus  sowing  was  much 
restricted. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  barley  was  exported  to  Basrah  for 
re-export  thence  in  various  directions,  but  little  or  no  wheat  was 
sent  out  of  Baghdad,  the  price  not  being  low  enough  to  admit  of 
profitable  export. 

The  sesame  crop  was  fair,  and  considerable  quantities  of 
the  seed  were  exported  to  London  and  Marseilles,  where  the 
market  was  good. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  trade  in  Manchester 
cotton  piece-goods  was  paralysed  by  the  rise  in  the  home  prices. 
It  was  not  until  towards  the  dose  of  the  year  that  the  local  markets 
began  to  respond  to  the  call  for  high  prices. 

There  was  a  large  import  of  loaf  sugar,  chiefly  from  Marseilles. 
During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  supply  exceeded  the 
demand,  and  prices  were  much  reduced  in  consequence.  The 
price  ranged  from  35.  Id.  to  35.  7d.  per  maund  of  6  Constan- 
tinople okes  (about  17  lbs.). 
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Statemxnt  of  Exports,  from  Baghdad  to  Europe  and  America 
dujring  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Articles. 

1 

1809. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Abbas  (Arab  oloaks) 

Bales     .. 

•  • 

•  • 

.81 

620 

Bags      •. 

78 

660 

186 

1,888 

Beans 

B^es  :: 

•  • 

•  • 

200 

76 

Carpets       .. 

1,876 

65,600 

1,828 

64,840 

■    Bags      .. 

987 

700 

2,628 

1,812 

Dates 

;  Skins      .. 

1,072 

660 

19,669 

4,890 

Cases     .. 

•  • 

.. 

1,296 

468 

Drucs         •  •         •  • 
Feathers     .. 

Bags      .. 

128 

760 

240 

1,800 

Oases 

161 

2,760 

169 

8.976 

Galls 

Bags       .. 

10,748 

68,760 

14,869 

74,846 

Ghee 

Cases 

782 

1,280 

118 

.  176 

Guano 

Bags       .. 

,, 

1,680 

280 

Gum           •• 

9»                •• 

1,827 

7,800 

2,749 

8,986 

Cases 

6,888 

107,600 

8,757 

62,598„ 

Gum  ftiWTri^ntiu^  an< 

gnlbanum 

n          •• 

•  ■ 

•  • 

70 

490 

Intestines   .. 

>»          •• 

817 

2.200 

647 

8,285 

liquorioe    •  •         •  • 
Mohair       .. 

Bales     .. 

8,479 

6,260 

19,480 

17,682 

»i        •  • 

1,678 

18,800 

1,576 

20,488 

Old  copper .  • 

Bnndles.. 

269 

1,860 

274 

1,920 

Opium        •  •         •  • 

Cases     .. 

48 

8,600 

46 

8,910 

Orpiment    ••         •• 

It        •• 

266 

650 

•  • 

•  • 

Boots 

Bales     .. 

964 

4,850 

666 

1,810 

Sesame  seed 

bHIm    !! 

., 

, , 

8,828 

2,870 

Silk  Koods  •  • 

157 

7,800 

47 

2,860 

Skins  and  hides     .. 

»»     •• 

6,876 

63,700 

8,682 

68,256 

Walnut  wood 

Pieces    .. 

885 

960 

839 

679 

Wool 

Bales     .. 

87,498 

262,600 

86,110 

244,988 

Other  artioles 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

960 

•  • 

2,160 

Total 

•  • 

617,740 

•  • 

676,264 
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BACHOMD. 


Lisr  of  Principal  Aslades  bf  Import  to  Basjbdad  froxn  Europe 
during  the  Tears  1899-1900,  earned  by  the  Euphrates  fuid 
Tigris  Steam  Navigation  Companj. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1900. 

Qu»ti«7* 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

JUoohol      .. 

•  • 

Oarbojs.. 

760 

1,126 

261 

891 

OandleB       .  • 

•  • 

Cmcs     •• 

1,700 

1,020 

8,896 

2,248 

Cloth»— 

Oioth      .. 

•« 

Bales     .. 

•  • 

•  • 

77  • 

8,oao 

CbttoM  .. 

cs^ies  :: 

•• 

a  • 

10,649 
786 

819,470 
29,460 

Linen 

-" 

Bales     .. 

•• 

64 

76 

2,700 
1,900 

Pieoe-goods 

• 

Oases     •• 

•  • 

•  • 

14,151 
671. 

720,550 
24^786 

Woollens 

• 

Bales     .. 

40 

•  a 

1,000 

.  a 

84 
14 

2,040 
790 

Ooifee 

•  • 

Bags      .. 

,, 

.  • 

607 

1,831 

Earthenware 

, . 

Oases     .. 

80 

480 

99 

891 

Ghlafsware  •• 

.  • 

»»,       •• 

1,400 

18,875 

1,893 

14,590 

Hardware  .. 

,, 

»        •* 

800 

2,400 

239 

2,191 

Ironware     •  • 

,, 

>i        •• 

80 

1,200 

234 

2,068 

Leather       ., 

■ . 

Bales     .. 

260 

6.500 

298 

5,960 

Liquors 

•  • 

Oases    .. 

2,000 

8,000 

1,089 

1,608 

Machinery  .. 

•  • 

„    and 

Matches      .. 

•  • 

packages 
Cases     .. 

•  • 

•  • 

27 
246 

sio 

1,080 

Medicines  .. 

•  • 

f »        •  • 

, , 

.' . 

78 

2^92 

(drugs)  •. 

Packages 

660 

4.126 

816 

4,424 

Merchandise 

{ 

Cases    .. 

1,700 

85,000 

2,881 

88,585 

Bales     •• 

20,000 

1,100,500 

1,827 

68,946 

Metals- 

Brass 

•  • 

Packages 

100 

660 

69 

6,176 

Copper    •  • 

, , 

n 

250 

2,750 

390 

5,600 

Iron 

,, 

Bandies 

4,660 

6,8i4 

8,252 

4,066 

,.    nails  . 

», 

Cases     .. 

•  • 

.  • 

614 

2,148 

Lead        .. 

•  • 

Slabs     .. 

2 

6 

21 

48 

Tin 

•  • 

n          •• 

400 

400 

800 

2,200 

Tin-plates 

•  • 

Bundles 

•  • 

•  • 

661 

1,888 

Spelter    .• 

•  • 

Blahs     .. 

,, 

•  • 

20 

180 

Steel 

, , 

Bundles 

260 

600 

295 

296 

Paper 

, , 

Cases     .. 

., 

•• 

288 

2,140 

Soap 

. 

»»        •• 

600 

876 

540 

406 

Bags      .. 

•  • 

«  a 

1,072 

8,216 

Sugar 

»>         •• 

1,600 

3,000 

8,442 

6,884 

Oiises     .. 

8,800 

6,527 

4,867 

8,0^8 

Thread 

»»        •• 

•  • 

.. 

58 

1,720 

Window  glass 

, , 

>»        •• 

■  • 

•  • 

190 

152 

White  lead.. 

.  • 

Casks    .. 

• . 

,, 

170 

840 

Tarns 

,, 

Bales     .. 

« • 

• » 

18 

234 

Other  articles 

•• 

•  • 
■  • 

.  • 

14,800 

•• 

88,160 

Total 

•  • 
■  J 

1,268,476 

•  • 

1,872,644 
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BAGHDAD. 


List  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Baghdad  from  India  during 
the  Years  1899-1900,  carried  by  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris 
Steam  Navigation  Company. 


Articlei. 


CMtia 

OoSw 

Dry  limM   • . 

food  grains 

Qinger 

Chmnies      ., 

Henna        ., 


Indigo        •• 

MerohandiBe 

Pepper  •• 

Soap* •  • • 

Spicee  •• 

Stationery  •• 

Sugar  •• 

Tamarind  •• 
Tea  •• 
Tobaeco 

Tnrmerio  •  • 
Other  artiolee 


Total 


Bagi      .. 

>»  •« 
Bundles . . 
Bags      .. 


Bales  •• 
Baskets 
and  bags 
Cases 
Bales  .. 
Cases  .. 
Bags 

n  •• 

Cases     «. 


Bags 

Cases 
Bags 


1899. 


Quantity. 


1,700 
1,400 
360 
700 
800 
800 
1,400 

600 

8,900 

1,000 

2,600 

800 

250 

160 

6,700 

2,700 

8,760 

2,600 

1,660 


Value. 


£ 

4,250 
5,600 
2,160 
876 
4,000 
4,600 
8,6U0 

80,000 

46,800 

10,000 

11,700 

8,200 

1,760 

1,220 

8,660 

2,700 

88,750 

10,360 

4,160 

4,660 


198,705 


1900. 


Quantity. 


768 

1,014 

884 

804 

95 

1,146 


188 
1,765 

809 
2,609 


8.888 

659 

8,825 

5,155 

791 


Value. 


£ 
1,694 
4,056 
2,004 
1,006 

476 
8,895 
1,070 

9,400 

18,906 

8,668 

8,020 

714 

5,'oao 

559 

84,425 

12,817 

1,682 

8,892 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Bussm^ah  for  the  Year  1900 
By  Mr.  Consul  Wratislaw. 

(BeoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  September  16, 1901.) 

The  volume  of  trade  passing  through  Bussorah  in  1900  was 
very  large,  probably  the  largest  ever  known.  Owing,  however,  to 
causes  noted  under  the  heading  of  "  exports  "  the  profit  to  the  port 
was  not  correspondingly  great,  and  few  merchants  had  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  year's  transactions. 

The  value  of  imports  rose  from  1,190,168/.  in  1899  to  Imports 
1,264,055/.  in  the  year  under  report.  So  far  as  the  Bussorah 
district  is  concerned,  the  principal  headings  under  which  increase 
occurred  are  wood  for  date  boxes  (17,000/.)  and  gunny  bags 
(15,000/.).  The  increase  was  due  in  both  cases  to  demand,  caused 
by  augmented  exports  of  dates  and  grain,  and  is  not  likely  to  be 
repeated  in  1901. 

Cotton  piece-goods  increased  42,000/.  in  value,  but  the  great 
bulk  of  these  were  in  transit  for  Baghdad  and  not  the  result  of 
local  demand. 

The  same  applies  to  yarns  (increase  nearly  14,000/.).  A  few 
items  show  a  slight  f  alling-ofiF,  but  these  are  normal  fluctuations,  and 
the  state  of  the  Bussorah  import  market  during  1900  presented  no 
interesting  features.  It  may  be  noted,  however,  that  the  giving  of 
credit  to  native  dealers  becomes  more  risky  every  year. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  any  indication  of  the  relative  shares 
in  the  import  trade  taken  by  different  countries  as  no  statistics 
•are  furnished  by  the  custom-house  and  practically  all  goods  are 
brought  in  British  bottoms. 

The  value  of  the  exports,  1,561,276/.,  was  certainly  the  highest  Exporw. 
ever  known,  the  three  staple  products  of  the  country,  viz.,  dates, 
cereals,  and  wool  all  showing  a  heavy  increase. 

The  date  season  of  1899  was  highly  successful  and  large  profits  Dates, 
were  realised  both  by  growers  and  exporters.  Consequently 
the  latter,  in  expectation  of  repeating  their  lucrative  operations  in 
1900,  laid  in  very  large  stocks  of  boxes  and  engaged  freight  in 
advance  to  a  corresponding  extent.  The  crops,  however,  though 
abundant,  proved  very  inferior  in  quality  owing  to  cool  dry  winds 
which  prevailed  during  the  summer  and  took  all  the  moisture  out 
of  the  dates.  Prices  were  low  in  Europe,  and  as  the  growers,  who 
combined  for  the  purpose  against  the  exporters,  maintained  prices 
(896) 
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4  BUSSORAH 

locally,  heavy  losses  were  incurred  by  most  merchants  engaged  in 
the  date  trade. 

The  amount  of  dates  exported  to  Europe  and  America  was 
enormous  and  totalled  quite  250,000  boxes  of  ^  cwt.  each  in 
excess  of  the  world's  normal  consumption  for  a  year,  and  the  large 
surplus  which  remains  unsold  in  the  United  Kingdom  cannot  fail 
to  have  an  unfortunate  influence  on  prices  during  1901. 
Cereals.  The  grain  crops  of  1900  fully  realised  the  hopeful  anticipations 

of  the  early  spring,  and  export  was  very  brisk.  This  was  parti- 
cularly the  case  in  barley,  which  is  now  being  lai^ely  cultivated 
instead  of  wheat  in  many  districts.  Shipments  to  Bombay  during 
the  first  four  months  of  the  year  were  brisk,  and  have  been  un- 
precedentedly  heavy  during  the  whole  of  the  year  to  the  English 
markets,  a  noticeable  feature  of  the  trade  being  the  number  of 
steamers  which  have  loaded  full  cargoes  of  bulk  grain  to  the 
Bristol  Channel  and  other  ports. 

Liquorice  There  was  a  slight  falling-off  in  the  quantity  of  liquorice  root 

«»*•  exported,  and  the  trade  is  in  a  far  from  satisfactory  condition,  as 

nearly  30  per  cent,  of  the  root  proved  to  be  practically  imsaleable 
at  New  York  owing  to  its  inferior  quality ;  the  trade  is  further 
handicapped  by  the  dishonesty  of  di^rs  who  too  often  abscond 
after  receiving  advances  of  money. 

Other  expopu.  The  other  important  items  figuring  in  the  returns — carpets, 
gall-nuts,  ghee,  opium,  and  wool — are  aJmost  exclusively  the  pro- 
duce of  Baghdad.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  export  duty  of  5/.T. 
per  head  imposed  by  the  Turkish  GU)vemment  has  entirely  killed 
the  export  trade  in  horses.  Not  that  the  tax  has  attained  what 
was  understood  to  have  been  its  object,  viz.,  to  prevent  horses 
leaving  the  country.  The  horses  are  exported  all  the  same,  only 
from  a  Persian  instead  of  a  Turkish  port. 

A  remarkable  feature  of  the  trade  of  the  year  under  review 
w^as  the  largely  increased  share  taken  in  it  by  native  merchants. 
This  was  particularly  the  case  with  the  export  of  grain,  entire 
shiploads  of  which  were  exported  by  local  traders. 

Sbipping.  The  share  taken  by  British  shipping  of  the  tonnage  of  the 

port  continues  to  be  highly  satisfactory,  amounting  to  85  per  cent 
of  the  whole.  Excluding  sailing  craft,  the  position  is  still  better, 
British  steamers  accounting  for  more  than  96  per  cent,  of  tiie 
total  steam  tonnage.  The  two  steamers  of  the  Euphrates  and 
Tigris  Steam  Navigation  Company,  Limited,  which  ply  on  the 
Tigris  between  Baghdad  and  Bussorah,  are  not  included  in  the 
return,  nor  are  those  belonging  to  the  Turkish  company  engaged 
in  the  same  trade.  Quarantine  restrictions  have  been  relaxed  by 
the  reduction  of  the  period  of  detention  inflicted  on  arrivals  from 
Persian  ports  to  five  days  instead  of  ten.  As  almost  all  steamers 
from  the  United  Kingdom  touch  at  one  or  more  ports  in  the  Gulf 
on  their  voyage  to  Bussorah,  the  gain  is  considerable.  Vessels 
from  India  have  still  to  undergo  10  days'  quarantine  on  arrival, 
however  long  the  voyage  may  have  lasted. 

Freights.  Freights  to  London  for  grain   ruled  about   22s.   6d,,  though 

slightly  higher  from  April  to  June.  Freights  to  India  were  steady 
at '9  rs.  12  a. 
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BUSSOEAH. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bussorah 
dnrrn*,'  the  Y«ar  1900. 


_ 

Number 

of 
VeiBels. 

iling. 

Tons 
(Net), 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nstiouality. 

of 
Vesiels. 

Tons 
(Net). 

Number 

of 
YeMola. 

Tons 
(Net), 

BritiBh     .. 

Arabiaixuid  Turk- 
ish      .. 
Benian    .. 
Alutro•^1lIlgarian 
Zaniibar*.         •• 

108 

288 
844 

12 

11,289 

9,402 
18,098 

1,218 

130 

1 
8 

161,699 

1,250 

30 

8,806 

288 

269 
846 

.1 

nil  1 

Total       .. 

717 

84,952 

185 

166,784 

86& 

201,786. 

Annex  B. — Statebient  of  Articles  of  Export  fro?^.  tl>e  Port  o 
Bussorah  for  the  Years  1900-1899. 


ArtiolAt. 

190O. 

1899. 

Bulk,  cwts. 

Quantify. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Barley     .. 

1,698,320 

£ 
382,122 

804,688. 

18il,055 

O&rpets    .. 
Dates- 
Dry     .. 

Bales 

2,237 

44,740 

1,585 

81,700 

Bogs 

14,604 

4,381 

28,884 

7,944 

Cafes 

1,110,561 

249,876 

787,828 

147,564 

Wiei    .. 

Baskets     .. 

611,139 

124,867 

693,477 

138,696 

Skins 

9,261 

1,850 

5,879 

1,029 

Oallnuts.. 

Bags 

12,391 

61,955 

11,899 

69^5 

Gbee       .. 

Cases 

84,131 

87,544 

18,618 

13,618 

Ghum 

Packages . . 

8,458 

83,832 

7,897 

81,688 

Hair  and  mohair 

Bales 

1,016 

8,128 

288 

2,804 

Hides  and  skins . . 

11,160 

55,750 

9^282 

46»160 

Horses    .. 

Number 

, , 

, , 

1,628 

27,504 

Liquoriee.root    .. 

Bales 

54,2R7 

54,267 

60,266 

60,266 

Opium     . . 

Casen 

556 

55,600 

688 

68,800 

Kice 

Bag* 

101,437 

27,894 

54,508 

14.968 

Seeds 

Bulk,  cwts. 

470,555 

.    94,111 

282.810 

66,662 

Sesame    .. 

Bags 

9,659 

5.795 

8,574 

2,145 

Silkware.. 

Bales 

121 

4.840 

118 

4,720 

Wheat     .. 

Bulk,  cwts. 

141,516 

35,379 

67,799 

16,950 

Wool 

Bales 

42,680 

256,060 

88,206 

199,236 

Sundries  . . 

Packages  .. 

5,569 

22,276 

7,066 

28,264 

Total   .. 

1,561.276 

•• 

1,135,583 

NoTS. — ^This  table  inoludes  both  Baghdad  and  Bussorah  exports. 
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Annex  C. — Statement  of  Articles  of  Import  into  the  Port  of 
Bussorah  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Artiolei. 


Cuidles     .. 

Oharcoal 

China  and  glassware 
Cloths— 

CoHon 

Silk       

Wool 

Coal  

Coffee        

Copper 

Earthenware 
Gkrinding  stones   . . 
G-annies     .. 
Haberdashery,      hosiery, 

Ac 

Indigo 

Iron  and  steel  bars,  hoops, 

Ac 

Kerosene  oil 
Lead,  tin,  Ac. 
Machinery 

Matches 

Medicines  and  drugs 
Paint  and  oil 
Provisions. . 

Rice  

Rope  and  twine   . . 

Soap  

Spices 
Stationery. . 

Sugar,  loaf 

„      crushed 
Tea 

Tobacco 

Wheat 

Window  glass 

Wines  and  spirits 

Wood  for  date  boxes 
,,      planks 
„     poles,  rafters,  Ac... 

Tarn  and  twist    . . 

Sundries   .. 

Total     . . 


1900. 

Value. 


Cases 

Bundles 
Cases 

Packages  . . ! 


Tons 
Bugs 

Bundles  . 
Packages  . 
Number  . 
Bales 

Cases 
Chests 

Pieces,  Ac.. 
Cases 

Slab?,  Ac.  . 
Packages  . 
Cases 

Packages  . 
Kegs,  Ac.  . 
Cases,  Ac. . 
Bags 
Bundles 
Cases 
Packages 
Cases 


Quantity. 


5,292  6,292 

37,067  6,487 


Cases 
Packages 
Bags 
Cases 

Bundles 
Kumber 

Packages 


2,530 

17,092 

128 

630 

4,714 

8,980 

4,327 

615 

6,688 

6,966 

285 
656 

60,708 

43,498 
4,330 
1,157 
2,617 
4,151 
3,020 

12,689 
7,146 
4,045 
1,671 

20,183 
2,272 

91,263 

34,315 
7,044 
8,535 
300 
2,426 
5,686 

185,981 

96,791 

30,000 

3,423 

89,790 


7,590 

427,300 

5,120 

18,900 

10,606 

35,880 

17,308 

1,230 

669 

41,796 

1,426 
16,400 

20,864 

13,049 
2,165 
2,314 
8,507 

12,453 
1,510 

38,067 
4,645 
4,045 
3,342 

40,266 

22,720 
136,895 

42,893 
8,806 

17,675 

150 

2,426 

5,686 

46.496 

19,358 
1,500 

34,230 
178,502 


1899. 

I 
Quantity.!  Value. 


1,264,055 


8,750 

69,151 

2,380 

15,401 

200 

626 

6,732 

9,686 

8,980 

769 

8,942 

4,468 

342 
890 

66,865 

42,187 

2,493 

1,880 

3,163 

6,594 

2,733 

4,691 

6,614 

3,018 

1,819 

16,805 

2,019 

89,673 

81,544 

8,901 

3,126 

908 

8,253 

7,948 

116,607 

77,503 

26.600 

2,575 

86,774 


8,750 

10,352 

7,140 

886,025 

8,000 

18,780 

13,464 

57,810 

15,920 

1,538 

892 

26,748 

1,710 
22,250 

27,678 

11,588 

1,247 

2,760 

10,280 

16,782 

1,367 

14,073 

4,299 

3,018 

3,688 

81,610 

80,286 

189,507 

89,430 

11,126 

15.626 

454 

3,263 

7,943 

29,152 

15,601 

1,275 

20,575 

174,328 


1,190,168 


NoTB. — ^This  table  includes  both  Baghdad  and  Bussorah  imports. 
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Be/erence  to  previous  Beporl,  Annucd  Series  No.  2468/ 


Sepo^i  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Salonicafor  the  Year  1900 

By  Mr.  Consular- Assistant  Avalon  ShIpley. 

(BeoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  November  18, 1901.) 

The  following  tables  are  annexed  : — 
A. — Shipping. 
B; — General  exports. 
C. — ^Export  of  skins. 
D. — ^Export  of  cereals. 
E — Greneral  imports. 
F. — Import  of  cotton  manufactures,  &c. 

G. — Passenger  and  goods  traffic  by   the   Oriental    Eailway 
Company. 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  the  Exports  and  Imports  during 
the  Years  1900-1899. 

Exports. 


To- 

Value. 

1900. 

1899. 

United  Kingdom 
Other  coontriet . . 

£ 
211,416 
1,009,159 

£ 

886,812 
1,264,710 

Total 

1,220,675 

1,651,022 

Tmpor 

TS. 

Yalae. 

From— 

1900. 

1899. 

United  Kingdom 

Giber  countriee 

£ 

554,058 

1,999,898 

£ 
602,694 
1,966,276 

Total 

2,558,451 

2,568,970 

(916) 
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-Shipping. 


Agents. 


Bxporti. 


-Cereals. 


Tobfteeo. 


The  shipping  return  presents  a  most  depressing  aspect,  in  as 
much  as  British  shipping  fell  during  1900  from  a  percentage 
of  38*8  to  that  of  :-50'8,  with  a  nett  decrease  of  42  in  the  number 
of  ships,  and  of  30,090  in  the  number  of  tons. 

Apart  from  the  causes  which  would  naturally  account  for 
a  considerable  decrease  in  British  shipping  at  Salonic»  as  in  other 
ports  during  the  past  year,  there  is  the  question  of  agents  em- 
ployed by  owners.  The  former  are  very  rarely  independent, 
being  generally  either  the  shippers  themselves  or  agents  not  to  the 
owners  but  to  the  shippers.  This  leaves  the  owner  practically  at  the 
mercy  of  the  shipper,  who  is'  not  always  over-scrupulous  in  either 
the  prices  he  charges  for  lighterage  (50  per  cent,  over  and  above 
the  usual  rate  can  be  taken  ns  an  average  increase  due  to  the 
system)  or  in  the  manner  he  lultils  his  contract. 

Nor  is  sufficient  care  taken'to  ensure  the  selection  of  suitable 
agents,  both  shipping  and  commercial.  In  both  cases  agents  are 
frequently  chosen  who  already  represent  foreign  firms,  and  who 
only  ask  for  the  British  agency  in  order  to  suppress  British 
goods.  Several  cases  came  to  my  notice  last  year  in  which  local 
merchants  had  obtained  the  representation  of  certain  British 
firms,  had  laid  in  a  stock  of  their  goods  and  had  not  sold,  had  not 
made  the  slightest  attempt  to  sell  one  single  article  during  the 
five  and  more  years  during  which  the  goods  had  been  in  their 
possession,  but  on  the  contrary  had  when  asked  for  the  British 
article  produced  a  foreign,  inferior  but  cheaper  imitation. 

Till  more  and  independent  agents  are  appointed,  and  till 
greater  care  is  taken  in  their  selection,  no  surprise  can  be  felt  at 
the  decline  of  both  British  shipping  and  British  trade  in  this 
district. 

The  decrease  of  close  on  500,000/.  in  the  exports,  as  shown  in 
the  comparative  table,  is  accounted  for  partly  by  an  error  in  the 
calculation  of  manganese  in  last  year's  report  (for  48,689  tons, 
426,029/.,  read  48,689  tons,  146,067/.),  and  partly  by  a  general 
falling  off  in  all  articles  of  export. 

•  The  cereal  crops  were  in  quantity  and  quality  inferior  to  even 
those  of  1899,  and  the  increase  noted  in  Annex  I),  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  wheat  and  maize  exported  during  1900  were  the  pre- 
ceding year's  produce.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  wheat 
needed  for  home  consumption  was  imported  from  Asia  Minor  and 
Bulgaria. 

In  quantity  the  1899  tobacco  crop  exported  in  1900  was  above 
the  average,  in  quality  owing  to  heavy  rains  inferior  to  that  of  1898. 
About  700  tons  were  exported  from  the  port  of  Salonica,  worth 
40,000/.,  the  other  300  tons  returned  were  the  remainder  of  the 
preceding  crop.     Prices  ruled  as  follows  in  the  vUlagea : — 
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Orenbek 

Kir          

Puraircban         

Dramn 

Per  Lb. 

Prom— 

To- 

«.  d. 

1  10 
I     4 
0    8 
0    8 

ft    d. 

a    7 

2    9i 
1     1 
C    8 

The  1900  crop,  which  will  be  exported  this  year,  is  less  in 
quantity  but  should  be  better  in  quality  than  the  preceding. 

Skins  were  very  unsatisfactory,  with  prices  mostly  low.  Skins, 

A  decrease  of  36,000/.  in  the  export  price  of  cocoons  was  owing  Coeoom. 
to  poor  qualities. 

A  decrease  in  wool  of  6,000/. ;  quantity  and  quality  inferior.       Wool. 

Opium  was  a  really  satisfactory  crop  as  regards  both  quality  Opinm. 
and  quantity. 

In  view  of  what  was  said  in  previous  reports  regarding 
fezzes,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  Belgium  made  a  beginning 
last  year  with  600/.  worth.  It  is  believed  that  Austria-Hungary 
will  have  either  to  considerably  lower  her  prices  or  run  the  risk 
of  serious  competition. 
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Annex  D. — Table  showing  the  Exact  Quantity  of  Cereals 
Exported  from  the  Quay  at  Salonica  during  the  Years 
1899-1900. 


1899. 

1900. 

ArticleB. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 
Tons. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

£ 

Wheat  .. 

19,173 

107,869 

16,684 

98.604 

Maize    .. 

8,676 

18,786 

14,519 

61,600 

Rye       ..         . 

8,580 

18,425 

6,468 

21,000 

Oata      .. 

12,809 

44,882 

8,088 

80,264 

Barley  - 

11,281 

48,992 

14,216 

67,000 

HUlet    .. 

849 

1,746 

288 

1,200 

Aniseed  . 

518 

1,167 

486 

P72 

Vetches.. 

422 

1,688 

1.635 

7,860 

Poppy  seed 

2,727 

78,748 

8,496 

Cotton  .. 

225 

788 

899 

lV600 

Total     . 

64,765 

807,474 

64,069 

274,290 

Note. — The  difference  between  the  quantities  and  yalnes  given  in  this  return 
and  those  given  in  the  return  of  exports  is  due  to  the  inevitable  omission  from  the 
latter  of  the  coasting  trade  in  small  Greek  and  Turkish  sailing  craft. 
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Annex  G. — Traffic  by  the  Oriental  Eailways  Company  during 
the  Years  1899-1900. 


Articles. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Alcohol 

3,140 

2,872 

•  • 

5 

Beer 

120 

11? 

, , 

•  • 

2 

10 

2 

3 

CerealB..         .. 

1,895 

.. 

, , 

11 

Cotton 

•  • 

•  • 

583 

785 

Drags    

68 

82 

5 

82 

Fruits,  &c 

295                    24 

2,887 

4,362 

Furniture 

30 

21 

33 

22 

Glassware 

868 

850 

14 

3 

Groceries 

, , 

, , 

81 

68 

Hemp  and  rape 

220 

151 

, , 

•• 

Iron 

, , 

534 

50 

Leather. 

, , 

3 

140                   164 

Kaoufactures   .. 

20                     49 

1,310         1           186 

Millstones        ..         .. 

.  • 

207         !             93 

Minerals 

1 

311                   760 

Packing  paper . . 

47 

28 

50         ,             44 

Oil  and  petroleum 

.. 

.. 

576         1           654 

Rice 

., 

260         '           228 

Skins 

2 

, , 

2                       4 

Soaps    

25        !            46 

Steel      

.  161 

227 

112         1           118 

Sugar 

4,434 

4,79L 

■>• 

.. 

Sundriea 

167 

156 

110 

317 

Timber 

«88 

689 

. . 

. . 

Tobacco 

, , 

, , 

67 

32 

Victuals 

79 

79 

188 

161 

Wine 

12      1                6 

846 

22! 

Wool 

. 

•• 

153 

?o 

Total     . . 

11,488 

"     10,175 

7,462 

8,469 

Number  of  Passengers  Carried  by  the  Local  and  Direct  Services  ot 
the  Ottoman  Eailways,  1899-1900. 


Class. 

Number  of  Psasengers. 

1899. 

1900. 

First 

Second 

ThiKd 

1,256 

13,299 

167,192 

1,436 

14,862 

174,998 

Total 


171,747 


191.291 
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Goods  Traffic 

DescriptioxL 

1899. 

1900. 

I^cal. 

Direct. 

Local. 

Direct. 

PMsengen'  Inggagt     . . 
Grande  Vitesse.. 
Petite  Vitesse  .. 

Tons. 
286 
1,646 
116,282 

Tons. 
32 
60 

18,400 

Tons. 
260 
640 
127,466 

Tona. 
36 
67 

18,674 

Total     .. 

117,062 

18.482 

128,356 

18,667 

Transport  of  Cattle. 


Description. 

Tracks 
Heads 

QoantitT. 

1899. 

1900. 

Homed  cattle 

Sheep 

Horses 

407 

615 
786 

371 

419 
964 

USCUB. 


Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Shipley  reports  as  follows : — 
The  total  of  exports  and  imports  in  the  Vilayet  of  Kobsovo 
(Uscub)  during  1899  and  1900  were  :— 

Exports. 


To- 

Value. 

1900. 

1899. 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

£ 
100,700 
428,400 

£ 

17,400 

163,880 

Total 

529,100 

180,780 

Imports. 

Prom- 

Value. 

1900. 

1899. 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

£ 
131,680 
254.670 

£ 

92,040 

821,280 

Total 

886,200 

418,270 
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The  iuci^ase  in  the  total  of  exi>orts  of  opium  from  this  vilayet  SxporU. 
(luring  the  year  1900,  as  compared  with  the  precediug  year,  is  chiefly  Opiam. 
a  result  of  the  excellence  of  the  opium  crop  and  the  high  prices 
(due  to  competition  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United 
States)  which  it  fetched.  The  total  exported  exceeded  thv. 
previous  year's  total  by  over  80,000/. — an  excess  owing  partly  to 
the  addition  of  the  Kinprulu  district  to  this  vilayet,  partly  also  W 
the  ever-increasing  cultivation  of  the  poppy  in  preference  to  the 
less  remunerative  corn.  The  collecting  of  the  opium,  too,  was 
attended  with  magnificent  weather,  and  in  quantity  and  (quality 
the  crop  left  little  to  be  desired.  The  80  tons  stated  as  the 
yield  is  probably  an  under  estimate. 

Poppy-seed  was    con-espondingly    abundant,  35    tons    bein^  Poppy-wed. 
reckoned  to  each  ton  of  opium. 

The  cereals  on  the  other  hand  were  most  disappointing.  Pro-  Cereal* 
mising  well  at  the  beginning,  they  Ideveloped  such  poor  quality 
that  the  flour  mills  at  Salonica  preferred  drawing  the  greater  part 
of  their  supplies  from  Asia  Minor  and  Bulgaria.  The  causes  of 
this  failure  were  in  the  first  place  the  very  inferior  quality  of  the 
seed  which  is  foisted  upon  the  peasants,  over  30  per  cent,  of 
which  is  weed ;  and  secondly,  the  frequent  rainfalls  in  May  and 
June,  which  with  hot,  sunny  days  in  between,  forced  the  growth 
to  the  detriment  of  the  fruit.  There  was  an  increase  of  more 
than  50  per  cent,  over  the  1899  crop  of  straw. 

Of  the  60,000  tons  of  wheat  produced,  only  10,000  were  Wl»«**.  *« 
exported  to  Servia  and  Salonica ;  of  the  16,000  tons  of  rye,  about 
one-half,  and  of  the  15,000  tons  of  oats,  one-seventh,  went  to 
the  United  Eangdora.  Germany  took  some  8,000  tons  of  the 
latter,  while  Italy  bought  most  of  the  10,000  tons  of  maize  ex- 
ported out  of  50,000  tons  grown. 

Prices  in  all  four  articles  corresponded  with  the  quality,  and 
were  15  per  cent,  lower  than  in  1899. 

Ser\^ia  bought  150  of  the  3,000  tons  of  rice  grown.  l^*ce. 

The  crop  of  ^tobacco  was  about  600  tons,  according  to  official  Tobacco, 
statistics.  To  tliese  must  be  added  at  least  another  2,000  tons, 
grown  by  Albanians  without  a  license  and  smoked  in  the  vilayet, 
where  the  R6gie  tobacco  is  little  used,  and  the  income  derived  from 
it  barely  covei*s  the  expenses  of  the  monopoly.  On  the  other  hantl, 
excepting  on  the  Bosnian  frontier,  smuggled  export  is  small. 

The  average  price  demanded  by  peasants  was  6  pias.  (Is.  2^/.) 
per  oke  of  2|  lbs.  (48Z.  a  ton),  giving  a  total  of  over  100,OOOZ.  for 
the  year's  yield. 

The  tobacco  given  in  the  return  as  exported  in  1900  is  that 
of  1899,  and  the  whole  quantity  (officially  600  tons)  went  to  I^ypt 
vi&  Salonica.  Prices  ruled  high,  even  the  Rdgie  paying  as  much 
as  Is.  5d,  for  2|  lbs. 

About  75,000  sheep  (at  18s.  a  pair),  and  4,000  oxen  (at  1/.  10«.  C*ttie. 
each)  were  exported  by  rail  to  Salonica  and  Constantinople.     But 
this  by  no  means  represents  the  total  export,  for  flocks  of  sheep 
(reckoned  at  150,000  head)  are  driven  annually  from  Albania  and 
Old  Servia,  across  country  to  pasture  for  two  or  three  mouths  in 
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Asia  Minor,  whence  they  are  driven  back  to  Constantinople  in 
October  for  sale.  The  journey  takes  two  to  three  months,  begin- 
ning in  early  May,  and  the  sheep  (all  gelded  rams)  acquire  on 
the  way,  but  especially  in  Asia  Minor  itself  the  enormous  size, 
whence  their  name  "  fat-rump." 
MiiMrals.  Although  rich  in  mineral  ore,  the  vilayet  only  exported  4,000 

tons  of  chrome,  at  21.  IQs.  a  ton,  owing  to  the  general  insecurity  of 
the  country. 

The  slate  mines  of  Gradsko,  now  worked  by  Germans, 
yielded  some  2,000  tons  in  1900,  which  sum  should  be  doubled 
in  1901 ;  of  these  800  tons  went  to  Germany,  the  rest  to 
Salonica,  probably  for  the  United  Kingdom.     Price  3L  per  ton. 

The  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  comprised  70,000?.  worth 
of  opium,  and  20,000Z.  of  rye  and  oats. 
Importfl.  Although  British  goods  appear  to  head  the  list  of  imports 

at  Uscub,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  all  British  goods  (with 
the  exception  of  a  very  few  transit  tons)  have  already  been 
included  in  British  imports  at  Salonica,  viS,  which  port  they  all 
pass ;  and  whereas  the  total  of  import-s  to  Salonica  plus  those  to 
Uscub  does  not  represent  the  total  of  British  imports  to  those  two 
towns,  but  exceeds  them  by  nearly  all  the  imports  to  Uscub,  it 
does  represent  the  total  of  Austro-Hungarian  imports,  with  the 
exception  of  barely  20  per  cent,  which  come  vift  Salonica  and  not 
from  Austria-Hungary  direct  by  rail 

Hence  British  will  always  exceed  Austro-Hungarian  imports  in 
years  like  1900,  when  trade  being  very  dull  and  la,ck  of  money 
very  pronounced  among  all  classes  of  the  population,  only  the 
most  necessary  articles  were  imported,  and  those  chiefly  from 
Salonica  and  Constantinople,  long  credit  at  high  interest  being  given 
by  the  wholesale  dealers  of  those  towns  for  smaU  quantities,  and 
preferred  by  the  local  retailers,  who  could  not  pay  cash  for  larger 
consignments  from  the  interior. 

The  increase  in  the  total  of  British  imports  during  1900  over 
that  of  1899,  as  shown  in  the  comparative  table,  is  due  to  the 
insertion  of  several  articles  (e.^.,  coal)  omitted  last  year.  The  total 
of  manufactures,  the  most  important  item,  was  less  than  that  of 
their  importation  in  1899  by  5,000Z.  This  is  in  great  part  the 
result  of  Italian  competition,  which  is  ousting  even  the  cheap 
Austro-Hungarian  goods  from  the  market,  and  it  is  entirely  due  to 
the  representative  system,  as  practised  by  Austria-Hungary  and 
Italy,  that  the  former  is  able  to  maintain  her  place  in  the  list  of 
importers,  and  that  the  latter  is  gaining  on  the  United  Kingdom. 
Italy  is  also  gaining  on  Austria-Hungary  by  importing  goods  in 
small  quantities  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  village  population, 
and  by  making  the  exterior  attractive  to  the  eye  {e,g.,hj  packing  in 
fancy  boxes,  in  ornamental  paper,  &c.,  &c.). 

Austria-Hungary  has  a  commercial  representative  settled  at 
Uscub,  and  while  on  the  one  hand  he  is  supported  by  the  Con- 
sulate to  the  practical  exclusion  of  all  others  (thus  avoiding  the 
danger  of  flooding  the  market  and  lowering  prices),  he  has  on  the 
other  every  interest  in  pushing  Austro-Hungarian  wares  to  their 
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fullest  extent    It  is  only  since  his  establishment  here  10  or  12 
years  ago  that  Austro-Hungarian  imports  hold  the  place  they  do. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Fontana's  remarks  in  his  report  for  1899,  on 
British  agents  and  catalogues  still  hold  good,  of  course,  and  this 
Vice-Consulate  is  still  overwhelmed  with  illustrated  price-listB, 
which  are  works  of  art,  but  useless  at  Uscub. 

Italy,  on  the  other  hand,  keeps  a  resident  commercial  represen- 
tative in  the  capital,  but  her  commercial  travellers  scour  the 
remotest  parts  of  the  country,  and  carry  their  goods  to  the  very 
farms.  One  case  came  under  my  notice  at  a  station  some  20 
miles  up  the  line,  to  which  came  an  Italian  with  yam.  He  paid  ^  '*'"- 
3s.  6d.  for  his  ticket  from  Uscub,  slept  in  a  bam,  sold  his  20  fi. 
worth  of  goods  and  refused  payment,  but  took  an  order  for  next 
year,  "  when  the  account  could  be  settled."  Direct  Italian  com- 
petition in  this  article  was  so  keen  that  Salonica  merchants 
had  to  beat  down  their  prices  very  Considerably  last  year  before 
they  could  regain  their  old  lead.  Red  yam  is  entirely  Austro- 
Hungarian  and  German. 

In  Berlin  wool,  too,  the  United  Kingdom  is  threatened  with 
Italian  competition. 

Mackintoshes  are  beginning  to  find  an  extensive  sale,  and  the  Mackin- 
demand  for  the  British  article  is  supplied  by  Austro-Hungarian  *<^<*- 
firms.     There  is  a  distinct  opening. 

In  hardware  and  wire  a   very  small  proportion  fell  to  the  Haidwire  i 
United   Kingdom,    with    whom    Germany  is   successfully  com-  ^'^, 
peting.     Owing  to  direct  representation,  25  per  cent,  of  the  wire 
imported  already  comes  from  Germany. 

English  jute  is  no  longer  able  to  withstand  Italian,  less  than  Jute  ud 
one-third  of  lewt  year's    importation  coming  from    the   United  *•***"• 
Kingdom.     Sacks  on  the  contrary,  though  showing  a  decrease  of 
40  per  cent.,  came  entirely  from  the  United  Kingdom  (1.200/.). 

After  cloths  prints  are  the  most  important  import,  though  Printa. 
three-quarters  of  the  total  still  come  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
it  is  the  general  opinion  that  that  country  will  not  be  able  to 
resist  Italian  competition.  Italian  prints  are  much  cheaper, 
and  in  this  respect  more  adapted  to  local  circumstances,  and 
they  are  distributed  all  over  the  district  in  small  quantities  by 
commercial  travellers. 

Kerchiefs  ia  one  of  the  few  articles  in  which  British  trade  Kerchiefc 
is  not  decreasing.     Competition  with  Switzerland  is  successful. 

The  general  increase  in  metals  is  due  to  the   very  limited  MeUhi 
importation  in  1899. 

Italy  is  again    threatening    the   British   monopoly  in  lead,  ^•<'- 
and  has  already   supplanted  the   British   article  to   the  extent 
of  one-third  the  total. 

Were  British  steel  and  articles  made  of  it  properly  pushed  Steel 
they  would  defy  competition,  the  Austro-Hungarian  and  German 
article  being  very  inferior— such  as    cannot  sell  on   the  Con- 
tinent— and  comparatively  expensive. 

The  only  quality  of  paper  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  ^«P«'- 
was  a  small  size  note-paper,  mostly  in  fancy  boxes.    The  fact 
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that  this  sells  well  in  spite  of  Austro-Hungarian  competition, 
and  in  spite  of  its  size,  which  is  not  suited  to  local  requirements, 
and  that  the  quality  of  foreign  papers  does  not  suit  even  the  local 
buyer,  makes  competition  with  Austria-Hungary  and  Germany, 
if  properly  pushed,  by  no  means  hopeless. 

Soap.  Soap  is  perhaps  the  most  contested  of  all  imports.     Its  use  is 

rapidly  spreading  among  the  populations  of  this  district,  and  in 
spite  of  an  increased  local  manufacture,  its  importation  shows  an 
increase  of  over  50  per  cent,  on  last  year's.  France  stands  first 
with  the  ordinary  qualities,  and  her  success  is  due  to  the  colour 
put  into  the  soap,  wliich  is  sold  to  the  natives  as  "  toilet-soap." 
The  United  Kingdom  comes  next,  but  with  only  three-fifths  of  the 
French  total,  while  Italy  has  begun  competing  with  Austria- 
Hungary  in  the  better  soaps. 

Matches.  Matches   come    entirely   from    Austria-Hungary   at    present; 

!)ut  a  syndicate  having  been  formed  at  Trieste,  and  having 
appointed  sole  agents  at  Salonica,  who  have  their  sub-agents  in 
the  provinces,  a  rise  of  30  per  cent,  in  the  price  has  been 
decided  upon,  which  makes  competition  in  this  article  very  pos- 
sible. The  agents  at  Salonica  realise  a  40  to  45  -per  cent, 
profit,  which  they  intend  increasing  next  year,  while  the  retailers 
in  the  provinces  average  15  to  20  per  cent,  profit. 

All  but  the  most  expensive  matches  (wholesale  price,  f.o.b., 
Salonica  for  Uscub  and  Monastir,  21.  5s.  per  200  dozen  boxes  of 
100  matches)  are  thoroughly  bad.  Of  the  quite  inferior  kind 
(1/.  per  200  dozen)  only  two  in  five  will  bum,  and  of  those  in 
general  use  ("Salon,"  1/.  4&  per  200  dozen)  all  splutter  wlien 
struck,  while  a  large  percentage  do  not  catch  at  all. 
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Annex  A. — Retubn  of  Exports  from  the  Vilayet  of  Kossovo 
during  the  Year  1900. 


Articles. 

Tona  .. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Barley 

8,000 

28,800 

Bran 

, , 

700 

Cattie 

Head.. 

79,000 

50,000 

Chrome 

Tona  .. 

4,000 

10,500 

Cocoona  . 

»     •  •         •  • 

400 

1,300 

Cord  vain          

»i     •  •         •  • 

50 

6,500 

Fruit  and  vegetablea   . . 

•  i»    •  •         •  • 

5,000 

25,000 

Hempseed         

71         •  •                 •  • 

200 

1,600 

KossoYa  filigree 

, , 

3  200 

Maize 

Tons  .. 

10,000 

34,000 

Meaainia           

»»     •  •         •  • 

60 

6,600 

Oata       

„     . . 

10,000 

30,000 

Opium 

»»     •  •         •  • 

80 

105,000 

»      seed 

M         •  •                 •  • 

2,700 

80,000 

Bice       

II         •  •                 •  • 

150 

1,800 

Bye        

II         •  •                  •  • 

8,000 

26,000 

Skins— 

dheep 

Pieces 

60,000 

1 

Goat 

Lamb .  •         .  •         •  • 

»i             •  • 
»»             •  • 

30,000 
280,000 

l      50,000 

Kid 

»             •• 

15,000 

J 

Remnants      .. 

600 

Slate 

Tons  .. 

2,000 

5,000 

Tobacco. 

600 

48,000 

Victuals 

10,000 

Wheat 

Tons.. 

10,000 

50,000 

Wine 

500 

Wool 

Tons  .. 

•  • 

100 

4  000 

Total 

•• 

529  IOC 
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Annex  B. — ^Retukn  of  Imports  to  Uscub  during  the  Year  1900 


s 

1 

1 

ArticlM. 

1 

p; 

i 

Other  Com 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

« 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Cotton 

46,000 

16,000 

61,000 

Yarn,  red  and  white 

S,600 

I'iioo 

"800 

iVooo 

... 

... 

1,200 

8,000 

Cotton  tissaee 

7,600 

3,000 

,, 

2,000 

... 

... 

2,600 

16,000 

Woollens,  worsted,  Ac. 

S,600 

1,000 

800 

1,600 

,,, 

6,800 

Prints 

7,000 

400 

200 

1,800 

... 

... 

... 

9.400 

Kerchiefs       

1,300 

400 

100 

... 

... 

2.000 

8,hOO 

Cloth 

8,200 

4,000 

1.800 

... 

9.000 

Cabots,  Bhininir,  Ac 

1,600 

... 

... 

... 

i,5oo 

2,000 

4,600 

Haberdashery,  hosiery 
Beady-made  clothes 

900 

1,000 

8V6oo 

... 

... 

100 

1,000 

6.000 

... 

1,100 

900 

... 

2,000 

Silks     

400 

7C0 

2,'6oo 

"eoo 

... 

"400 

4,000 

Total  maanlactores,  Ac. 

78,800 

18,100 

7,b00 

8,300 

800 

1,100 

26,100 

129.600 

Alcohol          

... 

8,000 

... 

... 

8,000 

Chemicals      

1,200 

1,000 

2,700 

l',000 

100 

... 

6,000 

Coal      

6,800 

... 

«•• 

... 

700 

7,000 

Coffee 

... 

8,000 

2,000 

... 

... 

8.000 

18,000 

Colours  and  paints 

200 

300 

1,600 

... 

600 

300 

8,000 

Drugs 

600 

2,000 

400 

... 

... 

3,000 

Earthenware,  porcelain     ... 

... 

aoo 

900 

200 

... 

1,400 

... 

2,700 

Fezzes  

... 

8,000 

... 

... 

... 

... 

8,000 

Flour 

... 

... 

... 

13,000 

18,000 

Fruit    

... 

1,000 

... 

... 

7,000 

8,000 

Gla»8wartf      

... 

I.'900 

"600 

... 

... 

600 

... 

8,000 

Oroceiies        

8,000 

1,200 

. 

1,800 

... 

... 

6,b00 

Hardware        

2,000 

1,600 

"wo 

"lOO 

... 

600 

... 

6,000 

Hemp  and  rope        

... 

800 

1,700 

... 

... 

2,000 

Ironware        

"ioo 

1,000 

2,800 

... 

800 

"60 

... 

4,860 

Jewellery  and  clockwork  ... 

2,000 

2,600 

... 

... 

1V4OO 

6,000 

Jute  and  sacks         

i,*300 

... 

... 

400 

... 

... 

1.700 

Leather  and  hides   ...    *  ... 

28,000 

2,800 

2,400 

IS 

2,400 

... 

... 

81,100 

Hatches         

... 

1,400 

... 

... 

1.60O 

Meuls— 

Copper        

8,200 

... 

... 

... 

•M 

... 

8,200 

iron 

... 

600 

200 

... 

... 

700 

... 

),40O 

Cast-iron    

800 

l,2b0 

1,000 

... 

200 

400 

••. 

8,6bO 

Hoop  „       

... 

640 

8S0 

... 

... 

320 

1,840 

Bar      „      

300 

200 

600 

800 

.M 

1,800 

Swedish  iron         

ijeoo 

... 

,  , 

... 

... 

... 

4.80O 

Lead 

1,600 

... 

800 

... 

... 

... 

2.400 

Pewter        

"l20 

... 

... 

80 

... 

200 

Steel 

... 

2,200 

200 

... 

... 

... 

2,400 

Tin 

2,800 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2,800 

Kails 

430 

... 

... 

„ 

•«• 

••• 

1,200 

1.680 

Oils      

1,000 

400 

1,200 

... 

... 

1.800 

4,400 

Paper— 
Writing      

200 

1,700 

... 

... 

... 

1,900 

Packing      

... 

1,«00 

200 

... 

... 

... 

1,600 

Cigarette    

7,000 

... 

... 

... 

... 

7,000 

Otber          

... 

2,300 

100 

1,200 

... 

... 

... 

3,600 

Perfumery      

••• 

200 

100 

800 

400 

••• 

1,000 

Petroleum      

... 

... 

... 

... 

i6'.000 

16.000 

Bice     

8,000 

... 

... 

"bOO 

... 

... 

8,800 

Sewing  machines     

200 

100 

aoo 

... 

800 

1,800 

Soap     

2,000 

4C0 

300 

"ico 

3,600 

... 

... 

6,300 

Sugar  

44,000 

... 

... 

•.. 

... 

44,000 

Sundries         

"600 

1,300 

1,400 

100 

... 

... 

1.300 

4,600 

Timber' 

... 

800 

... 

1.800 

1,600 

Window  glees 

... 

... 

... 

... 

400 

... 

400 

Wine,  spirits,  Ac 

... 

400 

200 

"200 

400 

1.200 

Wire 

300 

... 

100 

... 

... 

.!. 

400 

Total       ..•       

131,680 

109,820 

31,800 

18,800 

10,900 

6,780 

76,800 

386,200 
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PREVJtSA. 

Mr.  Acting  Consular- Agent  Con^menos  reports  as  follows : — 

In  spite  of  the  greatest  efforts  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain 
accurate  statistics  of  the  articles  imported  and  exported  from  and 
to  the  different  countries  at  Prevesa  during  the  last  year.  Of  the 
two  returns  (Annex  B.  and  C,  and  Aimex  D.),  which  should  coin- 
cide and  do  not,  that  given  in  Annex  D.  is  the  more  exact. 

The  number  and  tonnage   of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  Shipping. 
Prevesa  in  1900  has  again  increased,  and  the  increase  is  due  to  the 
regular  visits  of  the  Italian  Steamship  Company's  "  Puglia,"  which 
is  already  producing  a  certain  effect  on  the  general   trade  of  the 
country,  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  Italian  imports. 

While  Austria-Hungary  and  Italy  have  considerably  increased  British  trade, 
their  trade,  British  imports  show  a  decrease  of  1,450^.,  owing  chiefly  Importg. 
to  the  decrease  in  the  petroleum  importation  from  Malta.     The  Petroleum, 
wooden  boxes  and  the  tins  containing  the  petroleum,  which  come 
from  Malta,  are  of  so  inferior  a  quality  that  there  is  often  a  con- 
siderable leakage — with  the  result   that  Salonica  (which,  too,  is 
connected  with  Prevesa  by  a  more  regular  and  cheaper  service) 
now  supplies  Prevesa  with  Batoum    petroleum   to  the   practical 
exclusion  of  Maltese. 

The  total  failure  of  the  olive  crop  during  the  last  two  years  Bxportt. 
accounts  for  the  decrease  in  the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom —  Olives, 
as  also  does  a  variety  of  diseases  which  have  attacked  the  sheep  Cattle,  &c 
and  pigs  of  the  district.     The  former  suffer  from  a  lung  complaint, 
bred  in  the  swamps  in  which  they  feed,  and  from  foot-and-mouth 
disease,  the  latter  from  a  complaint  called  "  cysticerci "  at  Prevesa, 
supposed  to  have  been  imported  from  Salonica. 

The  customs  tariff  enforced  in  June,  1900,  had  a  disastrous  New  castoms 
effect  on  the  trade  between  Prevesa  und  the  Balkan  States  and  **"*''• 
Greece — none  of  the  usual  articles  irom  Greece,  or  flour  from 
Koumania  entering  the  country. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  district   is  going  from  bad  to  General 

worse,  and  the  state  of  the  pccisantry  is  pitiable  in  the  extreme.       cendltion  of 

the  ooantry. 
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Annex  A. — Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Prevesa  during 

the  Year  1900. 

Entered. 


SalUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUty. 

Nnmber 
of 

YeaselB. 

Tone. 

Number 

of 
Yessels. 

Tona. 

Number 

of 
YesBelfl. 

Tons. 

AuBtro-Hungarian 
Ottoman  . . 
Greek 
Italian    .. 

578 

828 

8 

8,779 

7,912 

811 

110 

1 

807 

47 

20,180 

680 

57,665 

9,869 

110 

579 

685 

50 

20,180 

4,409 

65,677 

10,180 

Total 

909 

i 

12,002 

465 

! 

88,294 

1,874 

100,296 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

T 

Number 

of 
YesselB. 

otal. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 
YesselB. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
YesselB. 

Tona. 

Tona 

AuBtro-Hungarian 
Ottoman  •  • 
Greek      .. 
lUliau     .. 

671 

815 

8 

3V657 

7,660 

311 

110 

1 

807 

47 

20,180 

680 

57,665 

9,869 

110 

572 

622 

60 

20,180 

4,287 

65,815 

10,180 

Totol 

'  889 

11,618 

465 

88,294 

1,864 

99,912 

Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  Entered  and  Cleared  at  the  Port  of  Prevesa 
during  the  Year  1900. 


Nationality. 


firitifth  •• 
Austro-Huogarian 
Ottoman 
Greek    .. 
Italian  .. 

Total     . . 


1900. 


1899. 


Number  of   | 
Vesdels. 


Tons. 


220 
1,161 
1,267 

100 


40,260 

8,696 

180,892 

20,360 


2,728 


200,208 


Nnmber  of 
YesselB. 


4 

240 

1,192 

1,862 

42 


2,830 


Tons. 

2,108 

89,052 

11,176 

123,204 

8,468 


184,008 
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PBEVBSA. 


Annex  C. — Return  of  Imports  by  Sea  to  Prevesa  during  the 

Year  1900. 


Articles. 

United 
Kingdom. 

AustrU- 
Honfcary. 

Italy. 

France. 

Torkey. 

Greece 

and 

Boomania. 

Total. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Alcohol,  &c 

225 

980 

... 

... 

, , 

212 

1,417 

Barley           

... 

... 

... 

... 

605 

605 

Coffee 

... 

750 

250 

... 

... 

... 

1,000 

Cotton  ffoods 

2,420 

660 

550 

... 

... 

... 

8,830 

Flour 

..• 

1,000 

... 

4,000 

4,000 

1,000 

10,000 

Glifsware     

••• 

200 

,„ 

... 

... 

200 

Hardware     

... 

... 

... 

... 

1,000 

... 

1.000 

Leather         

••* 

... 

... 

soo 

... 

600 

900 

Maise 

130 

ISO 

Petroleum    

300 

... 

... 

... 

1,000 

... 

1,800 

Oats 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

410 

... 

410 

Rice 

645 

70 

90 

... 

805 

Soap 

... 

. 

... 

208 

207 

415 

SUk  Koods    

... 

••. 

1,000 

... 

... 

1,000 

Stationery     

... 

400 

... 

... 

... 

400 

Su«ar 

... 

2,000 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2,000 

Sundries        

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3,500 

Timber          

... 

1,200 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1,200 

Wine 

... 

690 

680 

1,370 

Woollen  goods 

1,100 

1,876 

650 

... 

8,025 

Total      

4,690 

8,635 

1,890 

4,850 

8,043 

2,699 

84,807 

NoTS.— In  addition  to  the  above,  goods  of  the  value  of  25,000^.  passed  through  Prevesa  in  transit 
for  the  interior,  chiefly  Janina,  which  took  10,5002 .  worth  of  foreign  articles  direct  from  abroad  The 
remaining  ]4,500^  worth  of  goods  camo  from  Constantinople  and  Salonica.  Of  those,  only  an  eighth 
were  Turkish,  while  seven-eighths  were  imported  articles,  the  great  m^ority  being  of  Austro- 
Hungarian  and  Qerman  make. 


Annex  D. — Return  of  Imports  and  Exports  at  Prevesa  during 
the  Years  1899-1900. 


Country. 


United  Kingdom 
AuBtria-Hungary 
Italy      .. 
France  .. 
Qermauy 
Turkey  . . 
Greece  .. 
BuBsia  .. 
Rouxnania 
Egypt    .. 

Belgium  and   Switzer- 
land .. 
Other  countries 

Total     .. 


Ezporffl. 


1900. 


£ 

4,600 

11.000 

5,000 


8,700 
4,800 

"to 

6,800 


278 


85,248 


1899. 

£ 
6,000 
7,485 
4,000 
500 
500 
5,000 
7,200 

1,800 
6,000 


600 


88,585 


Imports. 

1900. 

1899. 

'          J* 

£ 

!          6,150 

7,600 

1          9,100 

9,115 

2,700 

2,280 

6,200 

6,455 

1.500 

1,745 

13,400 

10,000 

2,700 

4,800 

160 

1,160 

1,800 

1,100 

100 

790 

1,155 

607 

1,800 

45,567 

45,850 
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Annex  A. — ^Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Janina 
during  the  Year  1900. 


ttalj. 

AnatTiA- 
Haactfj. 

Crreooe. 

IMtaL 

AiUclei. 

f 

1 

1 

1 

f 

S 

! 

J_ 

£ 

« 

£ 

£ 

Bltnmob 

TOIIB  ... 

1,M0 

4,928 

6,000 

18,000 

•■• 

6,640 

82,928 

Butter    ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3,200 

8.M0 

<}attl6    

HOMl... 

ftOO 

2.000 

... 

... 

6,000 

8,000 

&i600 

6,000 

Cheeie  ...       •«• 

.•• 

... 

10,000 

... 

1,600 

... 

... 

... 

81,600 

Citroot 

... 

•M 

... 

... 

4,600 

••• 

... 

... 

4,600 

neb,  fnth       ...       ... 

... 

... 

••V 

M. 

... 

826 

... 

82.^ 

„    nit         ...       ... 

,,, 

.M 

..« 

... 

... 

200 

... 

«K« 

Fiutlo 

Ibu... 

... 

16,000 

4,600 

.M 

16,000 

4.600 

OU 

.M 

.M 

1,W0 

... 

1,860 

... 

... 

... 

8,860 

OUtm    ...       ...       ... 

... 

... 

... 

8,600 

... 

... 

•M 

8,600 

OUTadregi      

Tou  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2,600 

4,000 

2,600 

4,000 

BUhM  ...        ...        ... 

mJnnm 

... 

1,000 

466i000 

27,600 

... 

... 

466,'000 

1,000 

8kiii»    1 

Pmom 

87,600 

finndriM...       ...       ... 

.M 

••• 

M* 

... 

6,000 

.•• 

2,000 

... 

7,000 

TOTtOiMS           ...        ... 

.»• 

... 

100 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

100 

Wool      ...       ^       ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2,100 

••• 

.M 

... 

2,100 

WooQena 

Flocol 
... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

600 

200 

600 

200 

Tofcil     

... 

S9,62S 

68^660 

... 

12,926 

... 

»1,0CS 

me) 
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Annex  B.- 


JANINA. 


-Betubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Imports  to  Janina 
during  the  Year  1900. 


1 

1 

1 

ArtkHm. 

s 

n 

>; 

Jl 

1 

t 

1 
I 

1 

1 

P 

1 

1 

1 

£ 

« 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Alcohol,  beer 

760 

... 

9,000 

760 

800 

M. 

460 

760 

12.000 

Candles         

..« 

.M 

46 

... 

640 

96 

M. 

... 

780 

Carpete         

CoAe 

660 

66 

120 

*.• 

M. 

... 

../ 

... 

728 

400 

16,000 

... 

800 

.M 

»m» 

... 

17,200 

COP^t:*               •••               ••• 

iVflOO 

•a. 

M. 

... 

M. 

8.a 

1,000 

Cotton  goods 

1S6 

026 

*126 

... 

M. 

280 

600 

00 

1,776 

„     tissues 

20,200 

1,620 

1,115 

2,060 

700 

1,920 

8,890 

460 

81,866 

Drnss  ... 
Earthenware 

1,400 

*"20 

4,000 
'400 

2,000 

1,400 

80 
400 

200 

... 

9,060 
820 

Fenes 

... 

... 

4.960 

•■a 

... 

... 

... 

4,960 

Floor  .^ 

... 

860 

1,960 

... 

24,600 

... 

82,000 

1,400 

60,700 

Fori     

*•• 

... 

000 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

600 

Glassware      

... 

... 

1,250 

860 

400 

400 

M. 

... 

2,900 

Handkerehieli 

... 

... 

1,800 

•  M 

... 

880 

... 

... 

1,660 
1,660 

Hides  ^ ^ 

2,060 

8^000 

6.010 

... 

6Vi40 

... 

... 

... 

16,200 

Indigo 

120 

76 

76 

mm 

00 

... 

00 

... 

890 

Iron 

2,800 

■•■ 

*•• 

800 

880 

*•■ 

466 

260 

8,686 

Jewellery 

... 

•  M 

800 

•.. 

200 

600 

M« 

1,600 

Lead 

... 

26 

176 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

200 

Leather         ...       ... 

M. 

420 

..« 

.M 

180 

120 

M. 

860 

1,080 

Hatches         ...       ... 

... 

170 

800 

... 

... 

M. 

.M 

... 

970 

Nails 

... 

... 

100 

400 

... 

460 

760 

Paper 

... 

*120 

8,260 

... 

24 

... 

1,896 

... 

4,789 

Petrolenm     

400 

200 

... 

... 

... 

6,400 

... 

6,000 

Rice     

800 

i/ioo 

... 

... 

... 

2,600 

6,000 

Rope 

... 

1,260 

24 

... 

... 

... 

760 

... 

2,024 

••. 

... 

... 

... 

a.. 

... 

64 

260 

820 

Sewing  machines     ... 

960 

•... 

70 

96 

aa. 

... 

M. 

... 

1,116 

Silks    ... 

... 

4,880 

610 

... 

270 

080 

640 

... 

6,280 

Soap     

... 

800 

... 

... 

600 

600 

1,860 

8,860 

Sugar 

... 

... 

14,000 

... 

a.. 

... 

... 

... 

14,000 

Sundries        

2,000 

2,800 

4,600 

8,000 

2,000 

1,000 

10,024 

576 

26,600 

Timber          

... 

... 

4,800 

.M 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4,800 

Wine 

•M 

180 

•M 

... 

2,100 

1,460 

8,710 

Woollens       

2,400 

816 

8,000 

2^200 

660 

420 

1,466 

600 

11,600 

Total      

84,866 

17,688 

82,019 

12,066 

88,144 

6,276 

62,998 

7,712 

261,691 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping,  Entered  and  Cleared,  at  the 
Port  of  Cavalla  during  the  Year  1900. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

NationaUfy. 

Number  of  I       ^^ 
Vessels.     !        ^^"*- 

Namber  of 

YeaaeU 

Tons. 

British 

Ottoman          . .         • . 
Austro-Hungarian 

Greek 

French 

German 

ItAlian 

Bulgarian 

Samian 

1,7*67 

8 

99 

"l 
5 

15,448 

882 

^ 1.950 

•  • 

288 
80 

1 

55 

107 

45 

21 

8 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

1,866 

20,867 

120,187 

8,582 

88,200 

8,882 

8,785 

Total     .. 

1.875        j        18,088 

285 

191  269 

Total  Shipping  Entered  and  Cleared  daring  the  Years 
1900-1899. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

1900.       1        1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

British 

Ottoman 
Anstro-HuDgarian 

Greek 

French 

German. .         •  • 

Italian 

Bulgarian         .  •         • . 
Samian ..         ..         ». 

1 

1,822               1,878 

110        1          115 

144                   161 

21                     26 

8                      5 

8                      1 

1 

6                      5 

1,866 

85,810 

120,469 

10,582 

88,200 

3,882 

8,785 

288 

80 

48,088 
122,428     , 
11,811 
61,541 

6,874 

1,247 

*46 

Total     .. 

2,110                2,191 

209,857 

246,525 

Annex  B. — Rbtobd  of  Exports  from  Cavalla  during  the  Years 

1899-1900. 


• 

1899. 

1900. 

Articles. 

Qnantity. 

Value. 

Qnantity. 

Value. 

Cotton 

Skins 

Sundries 

Leaf  tobacco    •• 

Wool 

Tons. 
40 
45 
82 

9,000 
18 

1,700 
8,200 
8,860 
1,190,440 
1,000 

Tons. 
16 
80 

9,884 
24 

600 

8,000 

22,766 

1,190,224 

1,080 

Total     .• 

•• 

1,200,200 

•  • 

1,220,670 
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CAVALLA. 


Annex  C. — ^Retubn  of  Imports  to  Cavalla  during  the  Years 

1899-1900. 


Artides. 

1899. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Coffee 

180 

14,000 

126 

9,800 

Floar     

3,600 

86,000 

4,870 

72.000 

Hardware 

, , 

,, 

•  • 

8,000 

MeUU 

8S5 

8,000 

1,810 

8,800 

OUreoil 

«• 

•  • 

35 

6,00i» 

Packing  paper 

« 
•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

24,000 

Petroleum 

900 

, , 

877 

10,2C0 

Bice      ..         ..         .. 

785 

•  • 

278 

4,800 

Salt       ..         ..         .. 

8,160 

14,000 

2,809 

12,000 

Soap 

135 

8,600 

90 

800 

Sugar    

1,776 

24,600 

1,466 

28,800 

SuDdriea 

,, 

6,100 

•  • 

3,320 

Tiflsuee— 

Cotton 

865 

82,000 

298 

80,000 

Woollen 

686 

82,000 

607 

24,000 

Wine,  apirlts,  &c 

•  • 

1,600 

1,009 

16,000 

Total     .. 

•  • 

266,000 

•  • 

218,620 

Annex  D. — ^Exports  and  Imports  at  Cavalla  during  the  Years 

1899-1900. 


Countries. 


United  Kingdom 
Turkey.. 
Austria-Hungary 
Italy      .. 
France  .. 
Russia   .. 
Egypt    . . 
Oermany 
Roumania 
Greece  .. 
Belgium 
Holland.. 
America 
Senria    .. 
Finland .  • 
Other  countries 


Total 


Bzports. 


1899. 


80,000 

100,000 

600,000 

100,000 

4,000 

86,000 

180,000 

6,000 


81,000 


1,200,000 


1900. 


£ 

26,880 

106,000 

748,670 

124,825 

1,680 

19,520 

70,000 

62,107 

82,160 

60 

2,000 

28,000 
2,000 
7,000 
2,020 


1,216,262 


Imports. 


1899. 


} 


£ 

20,000 

89,000 

66,000 

4,000 

16,000 

P.OOO 

4,000 

12,000 

18,000 

8,000 

9,000 

17,000 

2,000 


262,000 


1900. 


£ 

22,000 

88,000 

62,000 

4,000 

10,000 

8,000 

4,000 

11,000 

17,000 

7,000 

8,000 

16,000 

1,640 


248,640 
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No.  2766.  Animal  Series. 

Seference  to  premaus  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  2588. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Trebizond  Vilayet  for  the 

Year  1901 

By  Mb,  Consul  Longworth. 

(Beceiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  liaroh  81, 1902.) 

The  returns  of  the  Trebizond  trade  show  for  1901  a  decrease  Exports, 
of  7,52QL  in  Anatolian  exports,  and  61,180/.  in  Persian  exports. 
The  shipments  to  the  U  nited  Kingdom  were — 

Exports. 


Artistes. 

Qnantity. 

Value. 

TUBKISH. 

linseed 

Filberts 

Gnnu 

Hides 

ToImcoo 

Wool 

Sundries • 

PtBSIAir. 

Baisins 

Carpets 

Sundries .  •         •  • 

Girts. 

18,054 
2,610 
440 
240 
210 
140 

•  • 

10,460 
708 

•  • 

5.220 
8,898 
1,760 
768 
525 
280 
844 

11,506 

8,496 

408 

The  total  amounts  to  32,700i,  as  against  97,730Z.  in  1890,  aud 
18,750Z.  in  1899,  which  represent  the  highest  and  lowest  returns 
of  the  last  25  years. 

Imports  increased  by  108,730t  for  North-Eastem  Turkey,  and  Imports, 
by  236,510Z.  for  North-Western  Persia* 

British  imports  were  as  follows :— 


(35) 
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trebizond. 
Imports. 


Articles. 


Anatolian. 

Cotton  goods      ••        •• 

Woollen  goods   . . 

Sacks,  canyas,  and  wax-cloth 

Yarns 

Copper 

Iron  and  ironwares 
Tin  bars  and  plates 
Hardware  •• 

Tea         

Indigo 

Bice        

Spices     ••         ••          i 
Sundries 

Pbbsian. 

Cotton  goods      •• 
Woollen  goods   .«         •• 
Silk  goods 
Tarns 

Tea         

Hardware 

Copper 

Crockery . . 

Silver 

Sundries 


Value. 


155,295 

28,820 

9,905 

3,264 

12,768 

6,940 

4,212 

2,865 

18,544 

1,280 

850 

240 

8,100 


125,840 

23,360 

1,200 

1,200 

72,860 

1,882 

880 

325 

85,068 

6,825 


The  sum  total  figures  as  565,770/.,  the  maximum  and 
minimum  of  25  years  being  1,012,300/.  in  1884,  and  478,460/.  in 
1900. 

Shipping.  No  British  vessels  entered  the  port  of  Trebizond  in  1901. 

The  11  British  steamers  which  called  at  Samsoon  entered  in 
ballast  and  cleared  with  grain  cargoes  to  the  value  of  69,000/. 

The  coasting  trade  is  done  mostly  by  sailing  craft.  An 
impetus  was  given  to  it  last  year  by  the  reduction  from  8  to 
2  per  cent,  of  the  import  duties  on  home  products.  The  reduction 
suggests  the  feasibility  of  establishing  along  the  coast  a  regular 
line  of  small  steamers  to  serve  the  numerous  roadsteads  and  to 
convey  goods  to  and  from  Constantinople. 

l)yke.  A  dyke  is  to  be  constructed  at  Trebizond.     The  work  is  to 

commence  in  spring.  The  accumulation  of  sand  in  the  harbour 
from  the  adjacent  river  necessitates  the  construction  of  a 
mole.  The  length  is  to  be  375  metres,  the  breadth  5  metres,  £uid 
the  height  above  water  3  metres.  If  ever  completed  and  if  made 
solidly  it  will  also  serve  as  a  jetty  as  well  as  a  breakwater. 

The  initial  outlay  of  1,078,000  pias.  (9,540/.)  has  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Porte.  The  proceeds  of  the  Labour  Exemption  Tax 
is  to  cover  the  expenditure. 
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Eoads   are  made  aud  mended   l)y  private  coatractors  under  HofuU. 
the  supervision  of  Grovernment  engineers.     The  lowest  oflTers  are 
generally  accepted,  and,  consequently,  the  work  done  is  not  always 
satisfactory. 

There  are  733  miles  of  roads  in  this  vilayet,  of  which  scarcely 
370  miles  are  properly  macadamised  and  fit  for  carriage  traffic. 
The  Trebizond-Erzeroum  highway  is  the  only  one  that  has  a 
permanent  though  small  body  of  overseers  and  navvies.  Its 
importance  lies  in  being  the  transit  trade  route  to  Persia. 

A  sum  of  5,590/.  was  spent  on  roads  besides  the  four  days' 
corvee  of  20,827  men.  The  work  done  was  the  levelling  of 
21  miles  and  the  metalling  of  32  miles  in  addition  to  29  culverts 
made  and  41  repaired. 

The  wooden  bridge  of  918  feet  in  length  across  the  Yeshil- 
Irmak,  on  the  Samsoon-Tcharshamba  road,  was  completed  during 
the  year. 

The  following  are  the  items  in  pounds  Turkish  of  the  provincial  Rerenue. 
Budget  for  the  financial  year  ended  Marcli  14,  1901 : — 

Kevenue. 


Amount. 


£T. 

Tithes          161,060 

Undtax i  79,640 

Ship  Ux I  30,020 

Military  exemption  tax                 . .          . .  44,100 

Trade  licences         . .         . .         . .         . .  5,665 

Mines  and  forests 5,080 

Title  deeds  and  transfers 6,450 

State  lands. .           220 

Judicial  fees  and  fines        . .         . .         . .  6,490 

Public  instruction  . .         . .         . .         . .  4,850 

Public  works           6,901 

Miscellaneous         . .         . .         . .         . . !  4,585 

Total            353,080 

„      1900 840,860 


Expenditure. 


Amount. 


Magistracy  .. 

Ciyil  service 

Army 

Navy 

Gendarmerie 

Police 

Sultan's  Ciril  List  .. 

Total 
„      1900 

Assignments 


13,750 
42,900 
46,-iOO 
18.800 
26,235 
2,070 
5,525 


160,480 
150,050 

202  600 


{:ji)) 
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Public  debt.  The  sums  collected  by  the  Public  Debt  Administration  in  this 

province  and  in  the  districts  of  Castamouni,  Sinope  and  Heraclea 
were  as  follows  : — 

Receipts. 


Aanount. 


For  the  Public  Debt—  ! 

Salt          I  8M20 

Stamps .1  17»830 

Spirits !  6,350 

Silk           I  115 

Fnre         65 


Total        ..         ..       i  ..  113,380 


For  the  Treasury — 

Fishery 3,620 

^hooting  licences           . .         . .         . .  130 

Persian  tobacco  •  •         . .         . .         . .  20 


Totol        8,770 


The   tithes   of    the   Trebizond   and   Gumushkhaneh   districts 

assigned    as    kilonietric    guarantee    to    the    Anatolian   Railway 

Company  reached  the  figure  of  98,050/. 
R^gie.  The   tobacco   crop  at  and   near   Trebizond  and  Platana  was 

good  and  abundant.     The  yield  in  the  one  locality  amounted  to 

7,200  cwts.,  and  in  the  other  to  39,400  cwts.     The  Regie  took 

25,200  cwts.  of  the  leaves. 

The   quantity   of    cut   tobacco    consumed   in   the   Trebizond, 

Gu)nushkhaneh   and   Rizeh   districts   is   estimated  to  have  been 

3,400  cwts.,  valued  at  44,250/. 
flanking.  The  Imperial  Ottoman  Bank  is  making  good  headway  within 

the  vilayet.     Last  year's  figures  of  the  Trebizond  branch  were — 

Amount. 


£ 

Caeh  accounts          2,137,764 

Drafts  sold 234,278 

Dills  bought            525,895 

Bills  discounted      ..         ..         ..          ..  84,009 

Money  deposits       . .          . .          . .  26,378 

Loans           ..         ••         ..         ..          ..  5,773 


The  operations  of  the  Samsoon  branch  were — 

Amount 


Cash  accounts         ..         ..         .,         •.  |  1,855,216 

Drafts  sold..            141,936 

BUU  bought            I  819,088 

Bills  discounted |  202,925 

Money  deposits |  12,708 

Loans           ;  68,240 
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The  practice  of  consigning  goods  to  the  bank  for  delivery  on 
payment  is  gaining  ground.  The  commission  charged  is  J  per 
cent.  British  manufacturers  need  no  longer  hesitate  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  security  thus  offered,  considering  that  native 
firms  of  even  good  standing  are  now  much  less  averse  to  receiving 
bills  of  lading  and  invoices  through  the  agency  of  the  Imperial 
Ottoman  Bank. 

The  mining  laws  are  again  under  revision.  It  is  to  be  hoped  ^^^"®'' 
that  certain  decrees  of  recent  date,  calculated  to  deter  foreign 
investments,  will  be  modified  if  not  rescinded.  There  are  29 
known  mines  in  this  province,  of  which  14  are  copper,  8  silver 
lead,  4  manganese  and  3  zinc.  The  concessions  number  eight. 
The  first  was  granted  in  May,  1881,  and  the  last  in  September, 
1896.  Since  then  only  search  permits,  seven  in  number,  have 
been  accorded  to  applicants.  Almost  all  the  mines  have  of  late 
stopped  working,  and  therefore  the  minerals  extracted  last  year 
did  not  exceed  2,320  tons,  of  which  700  tons  were  exported. 

The  copper  mines  near  Tereboli  are  being  worked  now  by  a 
British  company  under  the  name  of  the  Espie  Bay  Mines  Develop- 
ment Syndicate,  Limited. 

The  oak  and  fir  are  the  predominant  trees  in  the  forests  of  Foreeia* 
these  parts.     The  latter  grows  vigorously  enough  at  even  altitudes 
of  6,000  feet.     Two  or  three  have  been  seen  with  stems  150  feet 
in  height  and  6  feet  in  diameter. 

The  woodlands  measure  in  all  1,434,300  acres.  Their  protec- 
tion is  entrusted  to  one  inspector  ajid  one  sub-inspector,  eight 
agents  and  62  guards.  The  expenditure  amounted  last  year  to 
1,700/.,  and  the  revenue  to  6,710/. 

The  timber  exported  was  9,240  cubic  feet,  while  that  produced 
scarcely  exceeded  27,000  cubic  feet. 

Two  steam  sawmills  are  at  work  on  Mount  Koulak-Kaya  in 
the  Kerassond  district.  They  are  both  owned  in  part  by  British 
subjects.  The  quantity  of  planks  sawn  was  11,550  cubic  feet,  of 
which  8,580  cubic  feet  were  exported  to  Batoum. 

American  goods  are  obtaining  a  footing  at  Trebizond.     Even  Genorftl 
cheap  articles  are  imported  as  instanced  by  900  barrels  of  wire  '*"*■"•• 
nails,  valued  at  354/.,  which  came  from  New  York  in  the  course 
of  the  year.     The  invoices  were  in  French,  the  prices  in  francs, 
and  the  weights  in  kilos. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Trebizond  during 
the  Years  1901-1900- 


ArtielM. 


1901. 


Quantity. 
0wt8. 


Value. 


1900. 


Quantity. 


Owfs. 


Valoe. 


Akatolian  Trade. 


Beans 

Cattle  (head)     .. 
Fruits  and  veg^tibles . 
GallnutB  and  gams 

Glue 

Guts 

Hazelnuts 

Hides,  skins,  furs,  kc. 
Indian  corn,  bran,  Ac.. 
Linseed . . 
Linen  and  hemp 
Orchanet  (alkanet) 
Prorisions 
Porpoise  oil      . . 

Tobacco 

Walnut-wood    . . 

Wax 

Wheat  and  flsnr 
Wool  and  mohair 
Other  articles  .. 

Total  Am   jlian   . 


PsMiAN  Travsit  Trade . 


1 


25,520 

4,110 

51.740 

1,500 

30 

1,810 

300 

18,680 


47,510 

17.100 

95,400 

114,480 

18,290 

4,680 

1,390 

5,670 

4,860 

8,490 

520 

2,080 

76,570 

106,280 

11,610 

87,160 

58,620 

10,720 

25,100 

-     10,040 

910 

4,790 

49,870 

8,680 

184,480 

2,990 

160 

390 

600 

20,090 


528,650 


66,180 

91,265 

18,185 

590 

8,190 

570 

91,570 

7,865 

98,960 

4,485 

880 

420 

21,605 

6,63.» 

84,710 

2,035 

85 

1,980 

840 

10,850 


Carpets 

7,680 

80,200       1 

11,935 

148,210 

Cocoons  and  opium 

70 

2,880 

110 

4,400 

Fruits    (almonds    and 

1 

apricots) 

1.160 

2,790 

3,135 

7,680 

Gall  nuts  and  gums 

40 

200 

80 

220 

Silk  staffs,  shawls,  -'o... 

890 

44.560 

785 

48,7»0 

Sultana  raidns . . 

27,660 

80,480 

18,910 

22,690 

Tumbeki 

20 

140 

, , 

, , 

Wool  and  cotton 

140 

340 

95 

280 

Other  articles   .. 

440 

1,780 

600 

2.480 

Total  Persian 

.. 

168,820 

.. 

224,500 

„    Anatolian   .. 

•• 

528,650 

•  • 

586,170 

Grand  tctal 

•  • 

691,970 

•  • 

760,670 

21,160 

109,520 

4,730 

2,600 

2,550 

2,290 

188,610 

22,020 

18,790 

1,600 

4,990 

420 

42,140 

8,810 

91,100 

4.070 

180 

590 

680 

14,820 

586,170 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Trebizond  during  the 
Years  1901-1900. 


Anatolian  Tbadb. 

Barley  and  straw 

BeaoB    , . 

Candles.. 

Chemicals  and  drags 

Coffee    . . 

Coloars,  dyes,  paints,  ftc. 

Copper  

Cotton  .. 

„      goods     •• 
Crockery  and  glassware 

Flour     

Fruits,  dried    . . 

„        and  vegetables 
Qunpowder 
Haberdashery  and  fancy 

goods . . 
Hardware,  cutlery,  nails 
HazelnuU 
Hides  and  skins 
Indian  corn,  wheat,  &c. 
Iron 
Jewellery     and     gold 

thread 
Leather  and  shoes 
Lime,    stone,    cement, 

tiles,  &c. 
Macaroni,  biscuits,  &c. 
Matches  and  vestas     . . 
Metals  (lead,  zinc,  steel, 

&c.) 

Native  manufactures  . . 

Olives    .. 

Olive  oil 

Petroleum 

Porpoise  oil 

Preserves  (fish,  caviare) 

Rice 

Sacks,     bagging,     and 

wax-cloth 

Salt        

Silk  and  velvet  stuffs  . . 
Silk,  raw  and  waste     . . 

Soap 

Spices 

Spirits,  wiue,  beer,  fte. 
Stationery,  books,  &c. . . 
Su?ar     .. 

Tea        

Tin,  bars  and  plates  . . 
Timber  and  firewood  . . 
Tobacco  (cut)   . . 


24,000 
8,740 
1.410 
1.170 
7,600 
1,020 
8,190 
2,120 

47,510 

7,820 

180,150 

5,570 

48,200 
60 

1,610 

22,470 

2,880 

10,880 

155,530 

85,800 

190 
5,050 

89,640 

470 

3,050 

4,170 

850 

7,400 

9,100 

.'il.eOO 
1,000 
7,400 

22,280 


5,180 
1,020 
2,820 
5,400 

12,900 
5,950 

12,770 

0,510 

282,970 

6,870 

41,400 

3,790 

8,460 

240 

9,170 
23,870 

3,450 
22,160 
81,680 
14,280 

8,090 
28,130 

6,910 

510 

5,050 

8,390 

4,020 

5,920 

12,760 

10,820 

500 

5,160 

11,100 


10,150 

10,840 

86,740 

4.410 

710 

29,940 

60 

2,400 

16,580 

18,810 

500 

1.180 

9,890 

11,060 

5,810 

7,590 

105,010 

68,550 

4,640 

18.550 

1,470 

4,420 

120,770 

11.680 

9,690 

48.500 

49.880 

1,600 

1,470 

960 

3,780 

1,400 

1,860 

230 

40,200 

5,750 

147,290 

4,130 

38.000 

860 


48.620 

720 

8,920 

2.660 

730 

8,950 

5,290 

.,  56,290 

1,260 

31,320 

18,390 

4,840 

49,040 

200 

50 

8,530 

690 

8,820 

5,070 

108,460 

8,880 

1,300 

127,030 

18,250 


9.870 

510 

2,850 

8,330 

7.150 

4,140 

6,800 

560 

243,500 

4,760 

45,820 

2,480 

7,230 

8,800 


1,300 

8,030 

26,570 

80,070 

1,70,0 

2,720 

6.500 

18,000 

228,2^0 

45,880 

22,020 

8,060 

1^0 

5,980 

5,520 

25,820 

7,710 

780 

5,280 

2,480 
4,850 

3,160 

8,430 

18,.'>20 

760 

10,800 

10,890 

4.9SO 
.%880 
8,40(> 
2,080 
2,820 
1,6.50 
P,2-20 
S.SbO 
77,660 
24.960 

4,lr)0 

11,070 
61.510 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Trebizond  during  the 
Years  1901-1900— continued. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Qu&ntit}. 

Value. 

Ahatolian  Tbade— cont. 

Woollen  goods  . . 

Yarn 

Other  articles  .. 

Cwts. 

10,460 

3,760 

45,790 

164,850 
14,470 
69,450 

Cwts. 

4,480 

3,850 

27,010 

78,500 
15,910 
52,250 

Total  Anatolian   .. 

.. 

1,027,280 

•  • 

918,550 

PrasiAN  Transit  Trade. 

Cotton  goods    . . 
Crockery  and  glassware 
Haberdashery  and  fancy 

goods,  &c 

Hardware,  cntlery,  &c.  . 
Leather,  shoes,  &c. 
Matches  and  yestas     . . 

Metals 

Silk  and  yelTet  stufls  .. 
Silver  for  the  Persian 

miot 

Stationery  and  books  . . 

Sugar 

Tea 

Woollen  goods . . 

Tarns 

Other  articles   .. 

45,800 
6,890 

1,380 
8,920 
420 
8,750 
1,580 
1,610 

410 
1,760 
4,210 

20,100 
9,840 
1,210 

10,180 

204,100 
18,530 

14,560 
6,660 
2,080 
3,750 
8.160 

50,040 

86,070 
4,820 
2,950 

72,860 

147,000 

4,850 

27,440 

28,010 
5,510 

1,010 
3,84K) 

180 
5,820 

650 
1,000 

1,970 
17,040 
20,24i0 

5,770 
610 

8,880 

140,180 
11,680 

11,290 

6,650 

700 

6,020 

1,800 

88,520 

4,600 

13,680 

60,720 

101,660 

2,690 
10,780 

Total  Persian 
„    Anatolian   .. 

•• 

641,810 
1,027,280 

•• 

4^6,800 
918,550 

Orand  total 

•• 

1,669,090 

•• 

1,828,850 
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Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Trebizond 
to  and  from  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Country. 

Exports.                               Imports, 

1901. 

1900.                1901.       '        1900. 

ASTATOLIAN   TrADR. 

United  Kingdom 
Turkey  and  Egypt 
Austria  -  Hangaiy    and 

Germany 

France  

Russia 

Roumania  and  Bulgaria 

Holland 

Greece  

Belgium  and  Sweden  . . 

Italy 

Switzerland      . . 
Other     countries 

(America,  &c.) 

£ 

12,200 
126,710 

58.560 

73,910 

20.110 

8,880 

11,020 

1,450 

4,180 

2,820 

50Q 

8,270 

£ 

15,780 
289,580 

103,060 

69,500 

80,980 

2.580 

4^200 

3,800 

10,960 

2,500 

600 

3,280 

£ 

248,880 
238,620 

286,020 
118,680 
59,190 
25.610 
5,400 
14,160 
20,840 
86,110 
14,100 

15,170 

£ 

278,410 
216,800 

148,850 

115,870 

80,970 

14,840 

9,750 
18,100 
23,090 

9,500 

2,870 

Total 

528,650 

586,170 

1.027,280 

918,550 

PiBSiAir  TEANsrr  Tradi. 

United  Kingdom 
Turkey  and  Egypt 
Austria  -  H  ungary    and 

Germany 
France  '  <         • •         • • 
Switzerland      .. 

Gi'eece 

Roumania  and  Bulgaria 
Belgium,  Holland,  and 

Sweden 
lUly      .. 
Other     countries 

(America,  ^c) 

20,410 
108,150 

18,870 
8,110 

3,100 
1,080 

4,490 
710 

8,450 

20,970 
168,090 

19,460 
6,170 

'l,600 
940 

430 
1,300 

10,540 

817,890 
1,620 

187,590 

64,950 

11,250 

1,620 

400 

28,270 
26,400 

6,820 

200,040 
1,040 

126,350 

67,880 

5,600 

900 

100 

3,360 
8,780 

1,300 

Total  Persian 
„    Anatolian  .. 

163,320            224,500 
528,660            586,170 

641.810     1        405,300 
1,027,280    1       918,550 

Grand  total 

691,970            760,670 

1,669,090         1,323,850 

1 
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Eeturx  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Trebizond  during  the  Year 

1901. 

Entered  and  Cleared. 


-   Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

t 

Nationality. 

Number 

' 

NumbtT 

1  Number 

1 

of 

Tons. 

of            Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

YetaeU. 
5,909 

81,835 

YeMelB. 

i 

Ve*8el8. 

1 

Ottoman . . 

151 

165,564 

!    6,0«0 

197,389 

French    . . 

•  • 

, , 

78 

109,621 

1         ^^ 

109,521 

AaAtro-Hnngarian 

•  • 

, , 

82 

92,216 

1        82 

92.216 

Russian   .. 

7 

240 

68     ;      67,731 

76 

67,971 

Greek      .. 

2 

786 

51           41.688 

53 

42,469 

German  ,. 

•  • 

26 

36.683 

26 

85,683 

ItalUn    .. 

•• 

, , 

13 

16,609 

13 

16,609 

Belgian   .. 

« • 

1 

1.613 

1 

1,613 

Total 

6,918 

32,861 

466        520,610 

6,883 

653,471 

»    1900  .. 

6,609 

85,810 

487        522,017 

7,096 

557,827 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Exjiort  from  Samsoon  during  the 
Years  1901-1900. 


Articlefl. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwte. 

£ 

Owta. 

£ 

Barley  and  bran 

08,560 

18,710 

90,020 

28,400 

Bonea 

6,000 

600 

7,160 

860 

fe  ::    ::    :: 

88,860 

44,020 

22.720 

41,050 

299,900 

'      124,760 

209,680 

88,880 

Fruita  and  yegetablee . . 

87,240 

14,800 

42,440 

28,660 

Gnma 

1,600 

1         7,200 

480 

2,800 

Goatakina 

6,740 

26,960 

7.860 

29,780 

Linaeed 

86,660 

!        17,200 

46,760 

26,290 

Natiye  mannlacturea  . . 

1.420 

I          6,960 

2,140 

8,990 

Oats 

119,420 

25,800 

89,580 

7,910 

Opium  and  cocoons    . . 

1.100 

1        40,280 

1,660 

69,640 

Tobacco 

147,640 

,      165,130 

164,820 

164,280 

Walnut-wood  and  planks 

200 

60 

11,080 

2,210 

Wheat  and  maise 

467,420 

112,970 

884,180 

S80,570 

Wool  and  mohair 

7,060 

18,120 

6,480 

16,560 

Yellow     and     mahleb 

berriea 

7,600 

6,640 

7,640 

6,900 

Other  articles  .. 

107,620 

62,200 
685,790 

63,740 

82,690 

Total 

•• 

•• 

769,760 
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Ebturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Samsoon  during  the 
Years  1901-1900. 


ArUcle*. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Yalne. 

Qoantity. 

Value.  . 

Coffee 

Copper 

Cotton  stuflb     .. 
Crockeiy  and  glaaswarv 

Pruita 

Hardware  and  nails    . . 
Iron  and  ironware 
Leather  and  vhoes 
Lime,  stone,  oement,  &o. 
Mitohea  and  candles   . . 
Metals  (steel,  lead,  &c) 
l*eiro1eum 

Provisions,  olives,  oil,&c. 
Saeks,  baggings,  &c.    .. 
Spirito,  wine,  beer 
StMioncry 

Sugar    

Salt       

Soap 

Woollen  goods,  &c     •  • 

Tarns 

Other  articles  .. 

Cwts. 

8,440 

500 

42,300 

10,660 

14,500 

8,100 

78,840 

3,680 

64,440 

3,060 

4,580 

78,480 

8,420 

7,800 

9,040 

4,140 

66,720 

52,480 

11,040 

4,200 

28,600 

46,860 

£ 

11,670 

2,400 

205,400 

12,840 

10,220 

10,580 

48,880 

19,990 

8,080 

4,440 

8,190 

25,110 

16,180 

10,160 

5,940 

4,060 

42)060 

10,420 

11,120 

52,000 

78,060 

52,580 

Cwts. 
4,700 
160 

82,120 
5,940 

11,880 
7,480 

51,620 
3,740 

56,440 
2,800 
2,960 

72,480 

10,140 
9,720 
9,640 
8,740 

76,700 

40,640 
6,020 
1,620 
9,880 

87,380 

£ 

9,520 

800 

146,130 

8,050 

8,480 

9,720 

32,660 

20,590 

7,440 

4,260 

6,780 

28,190 

16,120 

15,620 

9,490 

8,660 

54,960 

8,060 

6,530 

18,000 

22,380 

41,960 

Total     .. 

•• 

649,170 

•• 

468,230 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Samsoon  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Country. 

ExporU. 

Imports. 

1901.        j        1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

United  Kingdom 

Turkey 

Austria-Hungary 

France 

Bnssia 

Germany 

B«ypt  

Greece  ..         •• 

Holland 

Italy 

Belgium,  A;c    •  • 

£ 

87,070 

328,250 

44,930 

96,460 

8,480 
16,820 
47,980 
20,100 

6,640 
12,660 
17,550 

£ 
42,490 

389,370 
49,390 

108,900 
19,790 
26,080 
50,170 
27,600 
8,980 
17,910 
24,130 

£ 
139,650 
2»8,540 
71,860 
21,490 
25,400 
26,110 

4,860 

86.770 
35,690 

£ 
68.130 
227,140 
77,200 
18,270 
25,230 
10,520 

2V640 

23,180 
15,920 

Total     •• 

685,790 

759,760 

649,170 

468,280 
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Beturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Samsoon  during  the 

Year  1901. 


Entered  and  Cleared. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Nomber 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Tessela 

VesBeU. 

18,670 

Yeasels. 
11 

BritUh    .. 

11 

18,670 

Ottoman . . 

1,812 

11,852 

473 

228,885 

2,285 

240,287 

French    .. 

71 

95,560 

71 

95,560 

A  ustro-Hungarian 

80 

148,761 

80 

148,761 

Russian   .. 

51 

45,118 

51 

45,113 

Greek      .. 

97 

77,858 

97 

77,858 

Italian     .. 

14 

17,856 

14 

17,856 

German  .. 

27 

86,843 

27 

86,348 

Belgian  .. 

•  • 

1 

1,846 

1 

1,846 

Swedish  •• 

2 

2,866 

2 

2,856 

Total      .. 

1,812 

11,858 

827 

667,248 

2,639 

678,595 

„    1900 

2,875 

12,221 

616 

608,226 

2,991 

620,447 

LONDON : 
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Reference  to  premtnis  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  2587. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  the  Vilayet  of  Aleppo  for  the  Year  1901 
By  Mr.  Consul  Barnham. 

(Reoeiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  April  14, 1902.) 

The  export  returns  from  the  port  of  Alexaudretta   show  a  Trade  through 
decrease  in  volume,  but  an  increase  in  value  of  35,359/.  port  of 

The  imports  increased  in  volume  and  347,220/.  in  value.  Alexandretta, 

The  harvest  was  one  of  the  worst  known  for  many  years  and  Failme  of 
yielded  no  grain  for  export.    It  yielded  insufficient  for  the  needs  harrest. 
of  the  vilayet,  and  it  became  necessary  to  import  largely  from 
other  parts  of  Turkey.    The  result  was  so  disastrous  that  one-  ^o  grain 
third  of  the  villages  had  not  sufficient  grain  for  sowing  this  year's  exported, 
crops,  and  received  advances  from  the  State  for  the  purpose.     It 
is  recorded  in  the  returns  that  4,180  tons  of  grain,  with  a  value  of 
20,695t,  were  shipped  from  Alexaudretta,  but  this  happened  early 
in  the  year,  and  consisted  of  stocks  of  barley  which  had  remained 
over  from  the  last  year,  and  of  smaU  quantities  of  oats  and 
dari  from  the  country  round  Alexaudretta. 

Pistachios,  which  are  the  speciality  of  Aleppo,  turned  out  Pistachioa. 
exceedingly  well,  and  yielded  191  tons  more  than  the  previous 
year. 

The  harvest  of  cocoons  was  a  partial  failure,  owing  to  the  pre-  Cocoons, 
valence  of  cold  weather  just  when  the  worms  were  being  hatched, 
the  amount  exported  being  179  tons,  with  a  value  of  71,200/.,  as 
compared  with  238  tons,  value  88,420/.,  for  the  previous  year.  Of 
this  the  greater  portion  was  shipped  to  Marseilles  from  the  port 
of  Snedia,  the  district  in  which  this  industry  obtains  most  success. 
The  quality  of  the  silk  is  very  good,  that  produced  in  the  mountain 
villages,  where  the  cocoons  are  larger  and  stronger,  being  superior 
to  that  of  Snedia  itself.  The  methods  of  rearing  are  not  very 
skilful,  and  the  yield  per  drachm  is  consequently  less  than  in 
Europe,  7  or  8  lbs.  of  green  cocoons  from  every  drachm  of  seed 
being  considered  a  very  fair  average. 

Although  the  olive  crop  last  year  was  far  below  average,  that  oUt©  oa 
of  1900'  had  been  so  abundant  that  shipments  were  carried  on 
through  the  earlier  months  of  the  year  exceeding  the  total  export 
of  1900  by  424  tons,  with  a  value  of  12,430/. 
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As  a  direct  consequence  of  this  abundance  of  olive  oil  a  great 
impetus  was  given  to  the  soap  trade,  which  showed  an  increased 
export  of  157  tons,  with  a  value  of  6,195Z. 

There  has  been  a  slight  falling-off  in  the  export  of  liquorice — 
14,151  tons  shipped  last  year,  as  against  15,488  tons  in  1900. 

I  would  here  correct  a  fundamental  error  which  has  marked 
all  previous  reports  on  this  vilayet,  in  treating  the  poit  of 
Alexandretta  as  the  sole  outlet  of  trade.  There  is  an  important 
though  uncertain  volume  of  trade  which  finds  its  way  by  land 
into  the  far  interior,  which  should  properly  figure  side  by  side 
with  the  exports  by  sea  in  order  to  give  a  just  idea  of  the  com- 
mercial value  of  the  province. 

First  in  order  I  refer  to  the  very  large  flocks  belonging  to  the 
Aniz^  Arabs  which  supply  Beyrout,  Damascus,  and  all  parts  of 
Syria,  the  value  of  which  may  be  fairly  stated  at  35,O00i  for  last 
year. 

The  enumeration  of  the  various  articles  which  leave  the 
vilayet  in  this  way  involves  the  description  of  the  native  industries 
of  which  they  are  largely  composed. 

These  are  native  cotnon  and  silk  manufactures,  soap,  butter, 
gold  and  silver  work,  and  others. 

The  first  consists  of  six  branches :  cotton-stuflfs,  calicoes,  cotton 
and  silk,  silk,  silk  and  gold,  and  satin,  and  the  centres  of  industry 
in  order  of  importance  are  Aleppo,  Aintab,  Marash,  and  Antioch, 
where  some  2,500  looms  are  working. 

The  cotton  material  is  much  esteemed  for  its  stout  and 
durable  quality,  and  is  mostly  spun  from  British  yarn.  Native 
yarn  is  used  in  small  quantities  for  the  manufacture  of  calico, 
which  is  generally  dyed  with  indigo  and  has  a  large  sale  amon'^ 
the  Bedouins.  "* 

The  silk  worked  at  Aleppo  and  Antioch  is  of  excellent  quality, 
but  has  lost  much  of  its  former  vogue,  though  I  have  every  hope 
that  with  the  increase  which  has  of  late  years  marked  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  silkworm  on  the  coast,  we  shall  see  a  correspondimr 
revival  of  this  industry.  It  is  computed  that  the  total  value  of' 
native  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  was  about  400,000/.,  which  is 
below  the  average,  for  it  was  a  bad  year  for  trade  and  many  looms 
stopped  work.  One  half  of  this  amount  was  shipped  from 
Alexandretta,  one  fourth  was  absorbed  in  the  interior,  and  the 
remainder  locally. 

The  soap  manufacture  is  very  important  That  of  Aleppo  has 
a  reputation  all  over  Anatolia  and  Syria,  and  every  year  consider- 
able quantities  are  exported  to  Bagdad  or  to  Trebizond.  Similarly 
the  soap  of  Antioch  has  a  great  sale  in  the  vilayet  of  Adana,  The 
total  amount  exported  last  year  may  be  valued  at  150,000/. 

Butter  has  an  important  sale*^  at  Beyrout  and  Damaacua 
estimated  at  20,000/. 

The  total  value  of  the  land  export  last  year  was  probably  not 
less  than  350,000/.,  which  brings  up  the  grand  total  from  both 
sources  to  1,570,162/. 

There  was  an  abnormal  increase  in  the  importation  of  manu- 
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factures,  especially  in  cottons  and  calicoes,  which  is  attributed  to  import*. 
a  rumour  which  reached  Aleppo  last  winter  that  the  import  duty  Print  gooda^ 
was  to  be  raised  from  8  to  12  per  cent  from  the  commencement  ^^' 
of  the  new  financial  year,  and  merchants  hastened  to  increase  their 
stocks  in  anticipation. 

There  was  an  increjused  demand  for  cotton  yams  for  the  manu-  Cotton  rariuk 
facture  of  native  cotton  stuffs. 

As  the  result  of  speculation  consequent  on  the  fall  in  the  price  Sugar  and 
of  sugar  and  coffee  in  FAtrope,  the  Aleppo  market  is  now  over-  *^*^'^ 
stocked  with  these  articles. 

So  also  with  petroleum,  of  which  182,000  cases  were  imported  Petroleum, 
whereas  the  average  annual  consumption  is  not  more  than  120,000 
cases. 

The  increase  in   the  import  of  provisions  refers  chiefly  to  Provisions. 
Russian  flour. 

The  amount  of  rice  imported  has  fallen  off  considerably,  and  Rice, 
may  be  expected  to  continue  to  do  so,  as  the  cultivation  of  rice  in 
the  district  of  Marash  increases. 

The  import   trade   with   the   United  Kingdom  increased  by  Briiiah  trade. 
1 ,496  tons  with  a  value  of  275,192/.  due  to  the  large  arrivals  of  Importa,  i 
cottons  and  calicoes  which  I  have  referred  to  above.  increaee  in. 

The  Anglo-Syrian  Trading  Company,  Limited,  of  Manchester 
(ex-Syrian  Trading  Company,  Limited),  whose  headquarters  are 
at  Beyrout,  will  shortly  open  a  branch  at  Aleppo.  Thus  for  the  m^^^^^'***^ 
first  time,  since  the  days  of  the  Levant  Company,  a  genuine  ^^pj^y^ 
British  house  will  be  established  here.  If  apart  from  the  great 
profits  which  they  will  certainly  make  in  export  business,  they  pay 
special  attention  to  the  necessity  of  importing  only  such  articles 
as  arn  suited  to  the  means  and  tastes  of  the  native  population  they 
cannot  fail  to  succeed. 

The  export  trade   with  the  United  Kingdom  improved,  the  Bxporte  to 
returns  showing  6,081  tons  with  a  value  of  117,825/.  as  compared  ^?^^ 
with  5,024  tons  with  a  value  of  113,233/.  in  1900.  i^^mgdom. 

There  was  a  slight  falling-off  in  the  number  of  steamers  calling  Shipping  and 
at  Alexandretta,  which  was  caused  by  the  dislocation  of  traffic  n^'^tion. 
resulting  from  the  maintenance  of  quarantine  against  Egypt  during 
tlie  greater  part  of  the  year. 

There  being  no  export  of  grain  last  year  the  number  of  sailing 
vessels  which  called  at  Alexandretta  and  Snedia  was  79  less  than 
the  previous  year,  with  a  tonnage  of  5163. 

Three  British  lines,  the  Khedivial,  Bell's   Asia   Minor,  and  Brit«h 
Prince  line,  have  continued  their  regular  service  throughout  the  sapping, 
year. 

The  total  value  of  British  merchandise  shipped  from  Alex-  Valne  of 
andretta  by  these  steamers  was  568,474i  and  landed  1,314,950/.,  »''^P"^®°^*- 
as  compared  with   530,721/.  value  of  exports   and   1,111,517/. 
value  of  imports  during  1900, 

No  concessions  have  been  given  for  mines  during  the  past  Mines, 
year,  and  no  mines  are  worked. 

The  high-road  to  Alexandretta  is  in  a  highly  dangerous  state,  PnbUe  work*. 
80  that,  in  certain  places  carrii^es  are  compelled  to  leave  it  and  Road*. 
(54;  A  3 
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take  to  the  ploughed  fields.  Although  a  sum  of  30,000tT.  i» 
collected  every  year  for  the  maintenance  of  this  road,  nothing  has 
been  done  to  keep  it  in  repair  during  the  past  two  years. 

The  railway  question  has  again  come  to  the  front  owing  to 
the  recent  concession  obtained  by  the  Anatolian  Eailway  Com- 
pany for  the  construction  of  a  line  to  the  Persian  Gufe  The 
proposed  line  will  pass  through  this  province  at  some  distance 
from  the  trade  centre,  which  will  be  connected  with  it  by  branch 
lines — Aleppo  with  Tel  Habeshi  (60  kiloms.)  and  Urfa  with  a 
point  below  Biredjik  on  the  Euphrates  (30  kiloms.).  A  very 
important  section  of  the  vilayet — ^Antioch  and  Alexandretta — ^wiU 
not  benefit  by  the  scheme,  though  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the 
railway  company  will  be  able  to  secure  the  trade  of  Aleppo  unless 
they  run  a  line  to  Alexandretta,  for  they  will  have  to  compete 
with  the  old  camel  transport  which  will  not  cease  to  monopolise 
the  trade  unless  the  company  is  prepared  to  carry  freight  at  a 
tarifF  which  would  leave  no  possible  margin  of  profit.  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  railway  will,  in  a  sense,  injure  the  trade  of  Aleppo, 
for  whereas  it  is  now  the  great  dep6t  from  which  imports  are 
distributed  among  the  neighbouring  towns,  she  will  lose  this 
position  directly  those  towns  come  in  touch  with  the  railway 
for  they  will  then  import  their  goods  direct.  Even  so,  the  railway 
company  cannot  afford  to  lose  the  Aleppo  market.  The  Beyrouth 
Damascus  Bailway  is  now  making  a  branch  line  to  Hama,  four 
days'  carriage  drive  from  here,  which  is  expected  to  be  completed 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  It  would  pay  the  company  well  to 
extend  the  line  through  Antioch  to  Alexandretta,  thus  tapping 
the  exceptionally  fertile  country  in  the  basin  of  the  Orontes.| 

The  public  health  has  been  good.  "No  epidemics  have  occurred 
in  the  province  during  the  past  year. 
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RbT(JBN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Alexandretta  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


ArtideB. 


ICaniiihctared  goods 

Oloth 

Jote  eloih  and  empty  bigg. . 
Silk 

„    manafactnres   •• 

Sogir 

Coffee  

Rice 

Cochineal 

Wine  and  spirits     . . 
Leather  and  hides   .  • 
Pepper  and  pimento 
ProYisions    (also  floor  and 

wheat)       

Paper  and  stationeiy 

Copper  

Lead,  zinc,  tin,  metal,  and 

steel  

Iron  and  ironware   •  • 

Indigo  

Petroleom 

Olass  and  crystal     .  • 

Dmgs  

Tobaoco  and  tumbaki 
Ssndries  and  hardware 

Coal 

Oolonrs 

Specie  and  jewellery 

Total     •• 


1901. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

7,791 

162 

581 

14 

41 

8,592 

526 

815 

2 

874 

670 

48 

1,826 

467 

62 

452 

1,828 

66 

6,485 

589 
1,072 

885 
2,098 

800 

282 


80,808 


Value. 


£ 

1,574,675 

78,980 

12,490 

14.990 

111,225 

42,855 

28,925 

8,425 

240 

10,650 

70,285 

2,580 

31,280 

19,865 

5,670 

25,585 
44,895 
42,150 
86,800 
11,780 
48,840 
58,600 
91,465 
1,580 
15,120 
50,800 


2,429,050 


1900. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

5,837 

188 

856 

22 

44 

2,900 

805 

1,088 

1 

819 

684 

48 

796 

490 

56 

869 

1,889 

62 

6,250 

610 
1,189 

885 
2,457 

870 

248 


26,909 


Value. 


£ 

1,196,560 

67,160 

18,802 

22,020 

114,920 

86,152 

16,775 

10,887 

120 

7,972 

65,820 

2,580 

15,870 

21,859 

5,180 

20,252 
84,627 
40,800 
48,760 
13,118 
48,180 
61,750 
104,402 
555 
28,856 
90,468 


2,081,880 


(54) 


A, 4 
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ALBXANDRETTA. 


liBTUEN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Alexandretta  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity 

Yalae. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£9  ative  maimfactareft 
Silk  cocoons .  •         .  • 

Cotton          

Wool 

Gall-nnto  and  yellow  berries 

Yellow  wax 

Gum  and  glue 

Sesame,    poppy,    castor-oil, 

and  mustard  seeds 
Wheat,  barley,  dari,  oats,  &c. 
Soap  .,         ..         ..         ,• 
Tobacco 

Pistachioes 

Baisins  and  figs 

Almonds  and  apricot  kernels 

Butter          

Oliyeoil       

Provisions 

Morocco  leather  and  skins . « 

<>oats'hair(Tiftik).. 

Firewood 

Opium           

Scammony  root 
Liquorice  root 

Yalonea       

Salted  guts 

Lentils,  peas,  and  vetches  .  • 
Albumen  and  eggs'  yolk     . . 
Copper  ore  and  old  copper . . 
Oranges  and  lemons 

Sundries       

OatUe 

Specie          

Tons. 
525 
179 
856 
1,758 
647 
21 
158 
483 

4,180 

838 

49 

681 

1,200 

217 

17,738 

685 

206 

1,059 

7 

485 

8 

93 

14,161 

18 

52 

232 

249 

1,195 

2,507 

462 

£ 

196,775 

71,200 

10,680 

106,045 

86,440 

8,150 

7,790 

5,155 

20,695 

18,880 

2,850 

42,190 

8,464 

6,140 

142,240 

19,050 

5,480 

101,195 

555 

485 

6,750 

2,825 

118,209 

108 

18,790 

1,476 

12,450 

60,090 

15,010 

18,626 

114,900 

62,070 

Tons. 
465 
288 
574 
1,920 
588 
83 
211 

701 

5,545 

176 

58 

340 

1,860 

277 

1,368 

211 

293 

798 

4 

485 

9 

19 

15,488 

81 

58 

880 

279 

1,410 

8,008 

686 

•  • 

& 

175,726 

88,420 

17,208 

112,320 

82,526 

4,950 

10,948 

8,607 

26,719 

7,185 

2,784 

28,615 

18,448 

7,515 

109,480 

6,620 

7,814 

80,080 

805 

485 

7,700 

475 

128,905 

186 

14,000 

2,414 

18,950 

71,292 

18,450 

25,787 

87,885 

77,215 

Total     .. 

88,764 

1,220,162 

87,888 

1,184,808 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  aU  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Alexandretta  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
duiing  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Exports. 


Ooantry. 


1901. 


1900. 


United  Klugdom 
France  .. 

Italy 

Augtria-Hongary 

Rnmia 

United  States  of  America 

Belgium 

Gennany 

Turkey 

Egypt 

Greece 

Total     .. 


£ 

117,825 

166,856 

44,976 

32,428 

11,480 

127,008 

8,580 

47,U75 

890,248 

878,045 

5,747 


1,220,162 


£ 

118,238 

186,155 

86,118 

82,148 

12,082 

189,280 

5,555 

81,586 

877,109 

249,846 

1,746 


Imports. 


1901. 


1900. 


£ 

1,274,805 

121,470 

199,020 

287,895 

49,1  SO 

5,480 

47,105 

72,680 

854,880 

60,470 

6,745 


£ 

999,118 

97,673 

186,618 

198.955 

59,825 

6,267 

69,794 

58,724 

837,892 

76,084 

6,440 


1,184,803     I     2,429.050         2,081880 
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ADAKA. 


Oeneral  tra<1e 
Mitiifactory. 


Comparisons 
of  trade  since 
1896. 


Adaka. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Massy  reports  as  follows : — 

A  very  satisfactory  improvement  is  to  be  noted  this  year  in 
both  the  import  and  export  trades  of  this  vilayet.  In  fact,  they 
have  reached  this  year  the  highest  figures  probably  yet  attained, 
and  certainly  the  highest  for  some  years  past.  This  is  in  spite, 
also,  of  a  very  poor  cereal  harvest  last  year,  both  in  quantity  and 
quality,  and  it  is  a  happy  sign  for  the  future  prosperity  and 
development  of  Mersina. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  this  with  reference  to  the,  now 
apparently  probable,  extension  of  the  Anatolian  Railway  i'rom 
Konia  to  the  Persian  Gulf,  passing  through  this  vilayet,  which 
should  bring  considerable  traflBc  to  Mersina  which  would  then 
become  the  Mediterranean  terminus  of  this  line.  A  good  sheltered 
port  would  doubtless  be  made,  and  we  should  see  Mersina  com- 
peting with,  or  even  surpassing,  Beyrout  in  a  few  years. 

The  following  comparative  tables  are  interesting : — 

General  Imports  and  Exports  during  the  Years  1896-1901. 


Year. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1896          

1897          

1898          

1899          

1900          

1901          

£ 
871,650 
296.414 
889,254 
886,758 
269,121 
482,980 

£ 
779,648 
473,842 
466,997 
657,420 
821,248 
988,990 

British  Imports  and  Exports  during  the  Years  1896-1901. 


Tear. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Ezports. 

1896 
1897 
181-8 
1899 
1900 
1901 

£ 

55,788 

91,094 

129,798 

107.198 

78,840 

108.880 

£ 

128,016 
10,598 
16,724 
69,928 
48,800 
42,200 
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General  Shipping  at  Mersina  during  the  Yeara  1896-1901. 


Year. 


Number  of  VeMels. 


Steam.      <     SaiUng. 


1896 

888 

1897 

SOO 

1898 

820 

1899 

843 

1900 

838 

1901 

888 

855 
6-20 
960 
1 55 
910 
748 


Tons. 


495.09<f 
888.9/.7 
879,5  '4 
421.626 
407,822 
458,7.0 


British  Shipping  (Steamers)  at  Mersina  during  the  Years 
1896-1901. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Yeuselii. 

Tona. 

1896        

1897        

1898        

1899        

1900        

1901        

57 
42 
51 
82 
68 
88 

44^604 
86,064 
41,511 
76,511 
58,682 
148,162 

The  import  of  British  goods  shows  an  increase  in  cotton  stuffs,  BritUh  trader 
jute,  and  ironware.    Indeed  if  the  trade  were  pushed  with  vigour,  coadderaWe 
•on  lines  such  as  those  indicated  in   this  and  previous  reports,    ®'**^' 
British  trade  would  soon  be  doubled  or  trebled. 

Everyone  is  loud  in  praise  of  British  goods,  but  no  one  has 
the  opportunity  to  purchase  them  here  direct  from  ihe  home 
merchant  without  the  great  increase  in  price  involved  by  the  quite 
unnecessary  profit  made  by  the  Constantinople  or  Smyrna  or 
Beyrout  middleman  who  again  retails  to  the  local  agent  who 
must  make  his  profit  also. 

The  export  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  is  not  very  great 
owing  to  the  poor  quality  of  corn  harvested  last  year,  which  British 
markets  will  not  take  up.  The  cotton  also,  grown  in  this  plain, 
is  not  much  in  demand  in  the  United  Kingdom,  but  if  irrigation 
works  were  made  the  best  class  of  cotton  and  grain  could  be 
raised. 

I  think,  however,  that  many  of  the  products  of  this  pro- 
vince are  worthy  of  attention  if  merchants  or  their  best  agents 
would  occasionally  visit  these  parts  when  even  on  a  pleasure  trip 
in  the  Levant  Mersina  is  easily  reached  from  North  or  South  by 
half-a-dozen  steamer  lines,  and  it  is  no  longer  the  out-of-the- 
world  place  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  Nor  should  it  be  neglected 
much  longer  in  anticipation  of  the  railway  extension  already 
mentioned 

Indeed,  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  by  degrees 
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ADANA. 


Shipping. 
Gonriderable 
increase  in 
British 
tonnage. 


Bailwajs. 


Adana  t4>wn. 


Openings  for 
Biitiih 
enterprise 
and  trade : 

(a)  Syndicate 
or  bank. 


many  more  queries  are  addressed  to  me  on  commercial  matters 
troui  the  United  Kingdom,  and  more  commercial  agents  visit 
this  district.  This  I  hope  may  be  still  more  marked  during  the 
coming  year.  Except  between  Jime  and  October,  when  it  is  very 
hot,  the  weather  is  generally  delightful  for  travelling,  and  this 
country  is  perfectly  safe  and  quiet. 

In  spite  of  quarantine  restrictions  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  tonnage  of  vessels  touching  at  Mersina,  in  which  increase 
British  shipping  has  well  held  its  own.  There  is  every  reason  to 
hope  that  this  will  continue,  and  increased  direct  communication 
with  the  United  Kingdom  will  be  followed  by  increased  British 
trade. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  British  lines  now  trading  with 
Beyrout,  Alexandria,  and  Symma  do  not  arrange  a  fortnightly  or 
even  monthly  service  with  Mersina  also.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  it  would  pay  them  to  do  so,  besides  stimulating  trade,  and 
this  more  and  more  as  the  mining  and  other  industries  of  this 
vilayet  develop  in  the  future. 

The  port  of  Mersina  is  an  open  one  but  good  weather  generally 
prevails.  A  large  sheltered  -port  will  doubtless  be  made  as  soon 
as  the  Konia  Eailway  extension  is  commenced,  as  most  of  the 
railway  material  would  probably  come  in  this  way.  All  this  will 
give  a  greatly  increased  impetus  to  trade,  for  which  British  mer- 
chants would  do  wisely  to  be  ready. 

Connected  with  the  now  more  probable  extension  of  the 
Anatolian  Eailway  line  already  referred  to,  it  is  of  interest  to 
recall  that  the  town  of  Adana,  an  excellent  commercial'centre,  is 
connected  with  Mersina  port  by  a  single  line  of  railway  and  is 
reached  in  about  2^  hours.  The  line  is  in  excellent  order  and 
well  managed.  It  is  more  than  likely  that  it  would  become 
amalgamated  with  the  main  line  when  extended,  which  will 
probably  pass  Adana  town  also,  Mersina  becoming  an  important 
Mediterranean  terminus. 

As  a  commercial  centre  Adana  town  is  of  great  importance, 
the  residence  of  the  Governor-General  of  the  province,  with  rail 
communication  to  the  sea  and  good  roads  in  all  directions  to  the 
interior  of  Asia  Minor. 

A  British  agent  established  here,  with  sub-agents  under  his 
supervision  at  places  such  as  Konia,  Eregli,  Nigdeh,  Kaiserieh, 
Marash,  Aintab,  and  so  on,  if  an  Englishman,  should  soon  extend 
his  trade  all  over  this  country. 

On  this  subject  1  shall  presently  add  a  few  more  details. 

I  will  now  mention  a  few  enterprises  and  openings  for 
trade  which  appear  to  be  not  only  likely  but  certain  to  prove 
remunerative  if  skilfully  worked  by  one  who  has  first  visited  this 
vilayet. 

A  bank  or  syndicate,  which  would  advance  money  on  goods 
shipped  by  British  ships  to  the  United  Kingdom  on  bills  of  lading 
or  of  sale  security,  should  do  good  business,  as  the  legal  and 
lowest  rate  of  interest  here  on  such  dealings  is  9  per  cent.,  and 
12  per  cent,  is  very  usual.     Such  advances  enable  merchants  to 
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make  fi'esh  purchases  instead  of  waiting  several  months  before 
realising  on  sale.  Several  firms  do  this  class  of  business 
already  with  success  and  profit,  but  there  is  room  for  a  gootl 
British  syndicate  or  bank  to  operate  on  exports  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  Such  a  business  should  be  in  the  hands  of  an  English- 
man well  paid  and  without  personal  interest  in  the  concern,  unless 
a  certain  small  percentage  on  business  done. 

A  more  general  attention  from  the  United   Kingdom  to  the  W  Orange 
orange  and  lemon  crops  would  soon  encourage  and  increase  this  •"^  '*"^**'* 
industry.     Good  oranges  are  grown,  and  excellent  and  abundant  ^^^ 
crops  of  bitter  oranges  for  marmalade,  cdso  good  lemons. 

At  Tarsous  and  Adana  towns  the  growth  of  vines,  purposely  (<•)  SaU»iiA 
for  grape  drying,  is  greatly  increasing.     They  are  of  excellent  '•'■^^  *'*^*- 
quality,  and  can  compete  with  the  Smyrna  crops,  as  rain  at  the 
drying  season  is  seldom  to  be  feared  here. 

I  recommend  this  industry  to  people  interested. 

Those  interested  in  timber  might  enquire  here  for    walnut,  (^>  Walnut^ 
cedar,  and  other  varieties.     Extensive  forests  abound.  other' timber 

Almost  every  variety  of  fruit  and  vegetable  is  grown,  or  could  ^^j  Pmitand 
be  cultivated,  on  the  vast  Ciliciau  or  Adana    Plain.     They  are  vegetable 
very  cheap.     Their  canning  might  quickly   become  a   very    re-  preserving 
munerative  trade. 

Many  classes  of  minerals  abound  in  the  Taurus  and  Amanus  (/)  Miiie^ 
mountains,  bounding  this  vilayet  on  the  north,  west,  and  east 
I  advise  attention  to  this  industry  if  the  present  very  excellent 
mining  regulations  can  be  enforced. 

The  artificial  watering  of  this  plain,  over  100  miles  in  length  (^)  Irrigation 
by  50  miles  in  breadth,  is  a  very  easy  matter,  as  three  fine  rivers  ™*|l®*  *?^    . 
traverse  it.     Connected  with  this,  mills  on  the  rivers  might  be  rive^i* 
worked,  and  one  at  least  of  the  three  rivers,  the  Sarus,  passing 
Adana,  made  navigable  from  the  sea  to  that  town. 

This  scheme,  if  carried  out,  would  render  tenfold  the  yield  of 
the  crops,  now  often  checked  and  burnt  by  drought. 

The  drying  of  marshy  land  and  working  up  to  cultivation  of  (A)  Beclaim- 
lands  at  present  lying  waste,  are  undertakings  which  can  be  made  ^^d^^^®  ^^"^ 
to  pay  very  handsome  profits.     The  Government  should  give  con-  JSarahwi"* 
cessions  for  such  work,  as  it  would  be  of  enormous  benefit  to  their 
annual  finances. 

On  this  subject  a  special  detailed  report  is   being  prepared 
by  me. 

All  along  the  lower  spurs  of  the  mountains  which  skirt  these  (0  Olive  tree 
plains  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  wild  olive  trees,  which,  if  «™^'*"§f- 
grafted  with  good  qualities  from  Crete  or  Cyprus,  would  in  a  few 
years  give  a  very  large  profit.     In  some  parts  this  has  been  done 
remuneratively,  but  not  on  a  proper  scale  or  proper  business 
system. 

On  this  subject  a  detailed  report  is  being  prepared  by  me,  to 
be  forwarded  shortly. 

The  mulberry  tree  industry  is  gradually  developing,  but  not  as  Molbero-  tree 
it  should,  owing  to  want  of  capital  and  the  rudimentary  methods  growing  aod 
employed.     It  is  a  very  profitable  speculation,  and  one  which  if  »«ricniture. 
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Other 
enterprises. 


Ottoman 
bank, 

branches  of,  at 
Elersina  and 
A.dana. 


LiOcal  official 
encourage, 
ment  to  trade 
and  industries. 


Public  health. 

Summary  of 
snggeBtions 
to  oar 
merchants 
most  of  which 
have  been 
already  given. 

{a)  Modem 

education 

requirements. 


{b)  Commer- 
cial travellers. 


now  taken  up,  before  competition  arises,  should  prove  highly- 
profitable.  Those  who  now  are  engaged  in  it  give  the  most  en- 
couraging account  of  the  results. 

On  this,  also,  a  special  report  will  follow. 

Sugar-cane  and  beet  culture,  with  sugar  factories,  cotton 
graining,  cleaning,  and  spinning  factories,  flour-mills,  saw-mills,^ 
future  contracts  for  the  port  of  Mersina  when  decided  upon,  and 
iron  pipes  for  Mersina  water  supply  are  all  enterprises  to  bear  in 
sight. 

In  the  meantime  there  is  always  a  demand  for  sewing  machines,, 
agricultural  implements,  machinery  for  cotton  factories,  mills,  &c. 

A  certain  number  of  cheap  bicycles  would  sell,  also  light, 
cheap  and  strong  carriages,  harness,  saddles,  and  bridles.  My 
previous  reports,  if  consulted,  mention  many  other  goods  which 
are  in  demand,  and  hints  aa  to  the  local  requirementfl  of  the 
trade.  Above  all,  let  everything  be  as  cheap  and  as  showy  as- 
possible. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  Imperial  Ottoman  Bank  ha» 
branches  at  Mersina  and  Adana.  Under  the  excellent  manage- 
ment of  the  present  director  and  sub-director  these  branches  are 
doing  excellent  business,  and  are  the  most  trustworthy  channels 
for  the  receipt  of  all  commercial  payments.  This  bank  is  also 
very  useful  as  a  means  of  giving  to  weU-reputed  agents  the 
means  of  guaranteeing  their  solvability,  thus  considerably  simpli- 
fying the  question  of  credit,  and  may  be  used  also  as  a  reference 
for  finding  agents,  or  to  gain  an  insight  into  the  character  of  those 
proposing  themselves  as  agents.  Messrs.  Mavromati  and  Sons 
are  also  bankers. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  state  that  His  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General  and  all  other  officials  of  this  vilayet  are  extremely  well 
disposed  to  all  trade  and  enterprise  which  may  be  for  the  good  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire,  and  will  assist  their  development  by  every 
means  in  their  power.  The  inhabitants,  also,  are  a  most  orderly 
people,  well-disposed  to  Europeans.  The  present  is,  therefore,  a 
very  favourable  moment  for  commerce  in  these  ports. 

No  epidemics  exist  and  health  is  generally  good.  There  have 
been  no  cases  of  plague. 

I  shall  conclude  by  once  more  enumerating  a  few  suggestions 
to  those  commercially  interested,  with  apologies  for  persistence,  but 
with  assurances  also  that  their  observance,  where  possible,  will 
recharge  British  trade  with  vigour  and  strength. 

Adopt  a  system  of  modem  commercial  education  for  the  rising 
generation,  which  should  produce  both  competent  partners  and 
competent  commercial  travellers  capable  of  expressing  themselves 
in  French  and  one  other  foreign  language,  and  convert  the 
complex  British  weights,  measures,  and  coinage  into  those  of  the 
decimal  system. 

Educate  and  train  good  travellers.  Each  large  house  should 
have  several  always  travelling,  confined  to  those  countries  of 
which  they  know  some  of  the  languages  and  trade  methods.  A 
good  traveller  pays  considerably  more  than  his  expenses. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ADAXA-  17 

Follow  the  traveller's  suggestions  as  far  as  possible.     Several  (<.)  Traveller** 
have  told  me  that  their  remarks  go  unheeded,  os  the  manufacturer  ramttioM 
refuses  to  alter  his  system  or  machines.      If  possible  let   the  to^foUowecL 
manufacturer,  merchant,  or  partner  travel,  if  even  for  pleasure,  to 
get  a  little  experience  of  foreign  ways  and  the  requirements  of 
different  countries. 

Ask  commercial  travellers  to  visit  their  Consulate,  where  they  (d)  TimTelle» 
will  get  a  friendly  reception,   and    possibly  some  commercial  to  vWt  their 
assistanca  Consulate. 

Endeavour  to  adapt  goods  as  far  as  possible  to  the  denmnd,  {e)  Adapt 
having  first  learnt  what  is  best  sold.     Little  matters  of  colour,  s<io^  to 
pattern,  a  ^d,  difiference  in  price,  or  a  similar  trifle  ensures  a  sale.  ^®™*'**^ 
A  traveller  a  few  days  ago  told  me  that  he  could  sell  thousands 
of  small  oil-presses  in  this  country  if  his  house  would  bring  in  a 
very  small  modification  in  the  mechanism.    This  was  obstinately 
refused  and  he  could  sell  none. 

To  carry  out  (e)  make  travellers  inquire  locally  as  to  favourite  (y)  Traveller* 
patterns  and  materials,  and  styles  of  goods  most  in  demand,  ^  collect 
taking  with  them  patterns  of  these.    Partners  speaking  at  least  P**^™*- 
French  should  visit  countries  also  with  this  object  in  view. 

Accept  and  try  to  execute  ever  so  small  an  order.    It  may  be  is)  ^  not 
followed  with  all  the  trade  in  that  line  of  a  whole  district.  deepUe^tial 

Endeavour  to  quote  prices,  weights  and  measures  in  local  rates  ('j^prfcesiimd 
and  prices  for  goods  delivered  at  nearest  port.  measurea  in 

I  have  before  me  a  pamphlet  printed  in  France  in  the  native  local  corren^y^ 
characters  and   language  of    French,  Turkish,  Arabic,  Modem  (»)  Prfc«liata 
Greek,  and  Armenian.    Such  an  advertisement  is  invaluable  in^^j^    ^ 
this  country.    Cannot  it  be  done  as  well  in  London  ?  , ..  AboUah 

Do  all  possible  to  abolish  the  middleman  who  now  reaps  all  the  middle 
the  profit  without  any  of  the  risk.    This  man  retails  the  business  ™an  and 
to  smaller  agents.    If  firms  would  have  their  own  British  agents 
here  and  there  to  sell  their  goods  first  hand  their  profit  would  be 
much  greater. 

For  such  an  agency  for  South  Western  Asia  Minor,  Adana  is  a  (*)  Adana  a 
very  suitable  town,  2^  hours  from  Mersina  port  by  rail  in  the  centre  ^*^^nt^ 
of  the  ^ch  plain,  roads  i-adiating  in  every  direction.    Such  an  agent  ^ 

could  control  many  sub-agencies  and  ensure  payment  of  debts  if 
credit  were  given,  which  would  then  become  possible.  One  such 
agent  could  undertake  the  business  of  several  houses  in  lines 
which  do  not  compete.  He  would  do  more  profitable  business 
in  a  year  than  the  middleman  and  local  agent  will  now  show  as 
profit  in  10  years. 

To  quote  a  case :  certain  agricultural  machines  valued  at  15/.  Middleman's, 
are  sold  here  at  22/.,  or  a  profit  of  close  upon   50  per  cent.  ^^^J^^'^ 
This  profit  is  divided  between  a  certain  middleman  at  Constanti-  f^^. 
nople,  who  gets  the  lion's  share,  and  the  local  agent  here. 

It  will  be  asked,  what  does  it  matter  as  long  as  the  firm 

gdts  its  price.    A  great  deal,  I  reply,  for  the  agent  cares  but 
ttle  how  many  macnines  he  could  sell  at  thia  pnce  of  the  firm, 
be  is  only  interested  in  how  many  he  can  sell  at  a  profit  to 

(54)  .",       . 
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himself  after  he  has  paid  the  obligatory  price  laid  down  by  the 
Constantinople  middleman. 

Now  if  the  same  house  had  their  own  agent  at  Adaua 
during  the  machine  season,  receiving  the  machines  direct 
from  the  factoiy,  and  selling  them  at  a  fixed  price  to  cover 
expenses  and  carriage,  perhaps  of  16/.  instead  of  the  221.  held  out 
for  now,  it  is  ^asy  to  imagine  what  an  increased  sale  would 
follow. 

This  example  applies  to  nearly  every  class  of  goods  sold  in 
these  provinces.     They  pass  through  the  hands    of    the  bigger 
middleman  to  the  smaller  agent,  finally  to  be  sold  for  their  mutual 
profit    without    any    consideration     for     the     original     British 
merchant. 
(0  Peoniuui-         It  must  ever  be  borne  in  mind  that  Turkey  is  unlike  almost 
**Mi^T^^     the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  world  with  regard  to  trade,  as  indeed 
with  Tarkey.   ^^  many  Other  cases.     Owing  to  the  state  of  moral  honesty  and  of 
the  law  it  is  practically  useless  to  endeavour  legally  to  recover 
payment  for  goods  if  not  willingly  remitted.     Again,  it  is  unfor- 
tunately a  duty  to  state  that   many  dishonest    merchants   and 
agents  live  by  fraud. 

Under  these  circumstances  only  two  alternatives  appear  to  me 
possible,  namely,  a  cash  trade  which  will  restrict  operations,  or  the 
presence  of  British  agents  personally  sent  by  firms  and  receiving  a 
fixed  salary  with  perhaps  a  small  percentage  on  sales  effected. 
Such  an  agent  at  a  centre  such  as  Adana  town,  with  a  small  depfit 
of  likely  goods  as  samples  of  what  might  be  ordered,  and  which, 
in  case  of  urgency,  might  be  at  once  obtained  from  the  goods  in 
stock,  would  do  a  very  good  business,  and  could,  by  degrees,  extend 
sub-agencies  to  other  places  more  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 

Bad  debts  would  practically  cease,  even  with  greatly  extended 
credit,  and  every  want  of  the  local  markets  could  be  quickly  and 
exactly  communicated  to  tlie  principals. 

Intending  purchasers,  also,  could  deal  then  direct  with  British 
hauses,  and  hdf  the  frauds  and  drawbacks  to  this  Eastern  trade 
would  quickly  disappear. 

The  middleman's  ruinous  profit  would  be  saved,  besides  many 
other  serious  expenses  connected  with  his  employment 

Such  a  local  British  agent,  with  good  Consular  backing,  would 

ci  j-Lcw  a  return  of  prosperity  to  British  trade  in  this  country. 

(m)  Central  But  it  may  be  objected  that  if  such  an  agent  be  appointed  for 

^T^  ^ v^ral  '^*^^*^>  ^a"y  niore  might  be  as  wisely  sent  to  other  towns  and 

home  honaea.   ^^^  s^ch  a  system,  however  desirable,  could  never  cover  expenses. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  beg  to  caU  attention  to  a  very 

rvidimentary  sketch  contained   in    my  *' suggestions  for  British 

Traders,"*  published  last  October,  of  a  scheme  for  a  general 

reference  agency  which  could  quite  well  attend  to  the  business  of 

many  firms   and  which  could  similarly  have  branch   agencies 

in  the  provinces.    The  expense  should  come  to  considerably  less 

than  is  now  thrown  away  annually  on  useless  catalogues,  postr 

•  Ko.  568  Mlflcellaneoiis  Scriea. 
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For  actual  sale  purposes,  after  the  central  agency  and  its  branch 
provincial  agencies  had  fully  paved  the  way  for  trade,  a  local 
agent  could  be  selected  who,  under  fear  of  the  more  immediate 
presence  of  the  British  manager,  or  mani^ers,  of  these  reference 
offices,  would  be  careful  not  to  commit  fraud.  Moreover,  these 
British  representatives  of  trade  could  very  easily  find  men  in 
sufficiently  good  credit  to  be  able  to  raise  the  necessary  guarantee 
at,  say,  the  Imperial  Ottoman  Bank  to  cover  all  probable  risk. 

That  commercial  agents  who  visit  Adana  consider  such  a 
plan  might  be  of  use,  and  several  agents  intend  establishing 
them^lves  here,  some  permanently,  some  during  the  particular 
season  when  the  goods  of  their  houses  find  the  readiest  sale.  One 
of  these  represents  a  rising  Egyptian  and  Levant  trading  com- 
pany, another  an  important  American  agricultural  machine 
factory.  These  and  all  others  who  follow  the  example  are  doing 
wisely.  I  only  touch  here  on  this  subject  which  is  more  fully 
dealt  with  in  my  "  suggestions." 

I  would  only  add  that  a  little  more  boldness  and  push  in  (»)  Boldnett 
British  trade  might  be  beneficial,  a  search  after  trade  in  the  right  "^^  push 
way  and  less  of  the  spirit  of  waiting  for  it  to  come  of  its  own  ^^^'^■■"y- 
accord. 

Difficulties  there  are,  I  am  sure,  and  undiluted  criticism  can 
do  no  good.  These  suggestions  are  oflFered,  therefore,  with  the 
desire  only  of  assisting  British  interests,  and  if  any  one  of  them, 
even,  is  found  to  be  deserving  of  trial  I  shall  feel  more  than 
repaid  for  my  trouble. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  say  a  word  more  for  the  officials  of  this 
vilayet.  From  His  Excellency  *the  Governor-General  down,  all 
are  desirous  of  assisting  commerce^  and  thereby  the  welfare  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire.  The  vilayet  is  perfectly  quiet,  and  the  people 
a  well-behaved,  good  population. 


(54)  B  3 
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Brturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mersina  during  the 
Years  1901-1900. 

1901. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Nationality. 

Nomber  of 
Vessehi. 

Tont. 

Number  of 
Yetselt. 

Tons. 

British 

German..        ••        •• 
French  .a        ••        •. 

Bnssian 

Anstro-Hungarian 

Italian 

Greek 

Norwegian 

Turki£ 

Samot 

88 
17 
80 
98 
77 
24 
24 
1 
49 
•  t 

148,162 

12,502 

57,006 

87,772 

117,704 

12,712 

9,621 

599 

88,286 

•  • 

"2 
12 

727 
2 

a  • 
•  • 

*047 
4,087 

14,678 
105 

Total     a. 

888 

484,818 

748 

19,417 

1900. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

NationaUty. 

Number  of 
YeBsels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

German 

French 

Ronian 

Austro-Hungarian 

Italian 

Greek 

Danish 

Norwegian 

Turkish 

Samot 

66 
18 
89 
26 
78 
14 
26 
1 
2 
71 

58,682 

17,694 

69,855 

85.187 

116,279 

15,876 

6,861 

1,0»1 

2,116 

62,570 

a  a 
•  a 
a  a 

2 
25 

a  a 

879 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

•  a 
.  . 

780 
5,875 

aa 

16,628 
888 

Total     a. 

888        1     881,211 

1 

910        1       28,611 

COMPARATIVB  TOTALS. 


\ 

1901. 

1900. 

Number  of 
Vesaels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tona 

Steam 

Sailing 

888 
748 

484,919 
19,417 

SI8 

910 

884,211 
2M11 

Total     a. 

1,081 

4M,780 

1,248 

407,822 

(54) 
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Bbiubh  Steamships. 


Kmnber  of 
Yenels. 

Tons. 

Frinee  Line       

Bell^Asiarliinor 

KliediTieh         

(HhenyWiooB 

18 

26 

42 

7 

17,195 

9,216 

114,607 

7,144 

Total 

88 

148,162 

.    Loinx)jri 

Printed  for  His  M^jefly't  Stationerj  Office, 

bt  habbisok  and  sons, 

Printers  in  Ordinaiy  to  His  Msjestj. 
(76    6  I  02— H  &  S    64) 
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TURKEY. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1901 


ON   THE 


TRADE   OF  CONSULAR  DISTRICT  OF  ERZEROUM. 


aEFERBNOE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Anuual  Seriet  No.  2657. 


Presented  to  both  Homes  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  His  Majesty^ 

MAT,  1902. 


LONDON: 

FBINTBD  FOB  HIS  MAJESTY'S  STATIONERY  OFFIOH, 
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Beport  on  the  Trade  of  Ei'zeroum  for  the  Year  1901 
By  Mr.  Consul  Lamb. 

(Beceiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  April  29, 1902.) 

My  estimates  of  last  year's  trade  show  an  increase  in  value  as  General 
compared  with  those  of  the  preceding  12  months,  but  it  is^^emai^ks. 
considerably  less  important  than  might  reasonably  have  been 
anticipated.  The  year  1901  was  again  one  of  unusually  abundant 
harvests,  and  although  the  prices  of  grain  and  flour  in  the  city 
were  not,  indeed,  allowed  to  fall  appreciably  below  those  prevailing 
in  the  autumn  of  1900,  yet  the  ofiScial  price  of  bread,  which  is 
regulated  by  the  municipality,  was  more  than  once  reduced,  and 
stands  now  at  27  paras  the  oke,  which  is  equivalent  to  an  infini- 
tesimal fraction  over  \d.  per  lb.  Two  successive  years  of  excep- 
tional abundance  might  reasonably  have  been  expected  to  exercise 
a  stimulating  influence  on  local  trade,  and  the  fact  that  the  value 
of  all  merchandise  imported  during  1901  should  be  estimated 
at  only  5,000/.  more  than  in  the  preceding  year,  which,  in  proper- 
tion,  is  even  less  than  the  normal  annual  increment  of  population, 
is  an  eloquent 'proof  of  the  general  state  of  prostration  into  which 
this  country  has  lapsed. 

In  the  principal  agricultural  districts  of  Passin  and  Alashghird  ^'XportB. 
both  wheat  and  barley  were  procurable  during  last  autumn  and  €^^ain. 
winter  at  extremely  low  prices,  and  consequently  grain  figures 
once  more  in  the  return  of  exports  both  to  Russia  and  to  Trebi- 
zond,  accounting  for  11,000/.  out  of  a  total  increase  of  13,000/.  in 
the  value  of  exported  produce,  against  which,  however,  must  be 
set  a  decrease  of  4,000/.  in  the  export  of  linseed. 

Exports  of  cattle,  both  to  Constantinople  and  to  the  southern  Catfcle. 
provinces,  decreased   by  8,800/.,  but,   on  the  other  hand,  oxen 
valued  at  10,000/.  and  sheep  to  the  value  of  7,000/.  were  sent  to 
the  Caucasus,  which  has  hitherto  been  a  seller  rather  than  a 
purchaser  of  live-stock  as  regards  this  province. 

1,600/.  worth  of  copper  from  the  Baibourt  mines,  alluded  to  Copper, 
below,  was  also  sent  to  Eussia,  the  total  exports  to  which  country 
amounted  to  nearly  53,000/.,  as  against  30,000/.  in  1900. 

The    imports  from    Eussia,  on   the  other   hand,   somewhat  ImporU. 
decreased.     Imports  in  general  increased  only  by  5,600/.,  and 
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4  ERZEROUM. 

those  from  the  United  Kingdom  by  4,500/.,  the  increase  in  no 
particular  item  being  sufficiently  large  to  merit  especial  remark. 
The  proportion  of  British  goods  to  the  total  foreign  importation 
was  about  as  usual,  viz.,  28^  per  cent.  The  following  is  a  state- 
ment of  the  principal  articles  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom : — 


Articles. 

Value. 

Calico        

Printu        

MuBlins 

Cotton  jarns  and  threads 

Uandkerohiefs 

Other  cotton  goods          

Woollens 

Linen         

Metals 

Tea 

Sundries 

£ 

18,000 
7,600 
2,600 
6,000 
2,000 
1,450 
6,760 
450 
8,700 
5,500 
4,860 

Total            

,.      1900 

62,700 
58,190 

Increa»e       ••         ..         •• 

4,610 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1899  I  mentioned  that  inquiries 
had  been  started  for  cotton  goods  of  Italian  manufacture.  I  am 
informed  that  cotton  cloths  imported  from  Italy  have  met  with  a 
good  sale  here,  as  being  apparently  stouter  than  those  of  British 
make  offered  at  a  similar  price.  Doubts,  however,  are  already 
being  expressed  as  to  theii*  relative  durability.  Italian  cotton 
yams  (Nos.  1  to  14  only)  are  also  imported.  They  are  admittedly 
inferior  to  the  British  yarns,  but  are  about  5  per  cent,  cheaper. 
The  total  importation  from  Italy,  however,  does  not  yet  exceed 
5fi00L  per  year. 

Public  works.        The  public  works  record  is  again  nil. 

The  branch  railroad  from  Alexandropol  to  Erivan,  skirting 
the  north-eastern  frontier  of  this  vilayet,  was  completed  during  the 
year  and  opened  for  traffic  in  December.  It  has,  however,  no 
commercial  importance  as  regards  this  country.  I  understand 
that  the  extension  of  the  Tiflis-Kars  line  as  far  as  Sari- 
Kamish,  alluded  to  in  my  report  for  1899,  may  very  probably 
be  taken  in  hand  during  the  coming  summer,  but  this  also 
seems  unlikely  to  exercise  much  influence  on  local  ti-ade,  so  long 
at  least  as  its  terminus  remains  on  the  Bussian  side  of  the 
Soghanli  Dagh. 

Coal.  In  addition  to  the  lignite  deposits  of  Kara  Khan,  described  in 

my  last  annual  report,  two  fresh  coal  seams  were  worked  during 
the  past  year  under  the  direction  of  a  Greek  foreman  sent  here 
from  the  Eregli  mines  at  the  request  of  the  late  Vali,  Eaouf  Pasha. 
These  seams  are  situated,  one  near  the  village  of  Lezghiaf  in  the 
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Tortoum  Kaza,  and  the  other  in  the  Kaza  of  Nariman  near  the 
Bussian  frontier.  The  coal  extracted  from  the  latter  appears 
to  be  of  considerably  greater  value  than  that  of  Kara  Khan, 
being  of  a  somewhat  bituminous  character.  Like  the  other,  it  has 
80  far  been  mainly  supplied  for  the  use  of  the  barracks  and  mili- 
tary kitchens,  but  a  small  quantity  has  also  been  placed  on  the 
market  at  48  pias.  per  kantar,  or  a  trifle  less  than  21.  per  ton. 

A  permit  was  also  applied  for  and  urauted  to  a  Greek  to  Copper, 
reopen  the  long-abandoned  copper  mines  of  Maaden-Keui,  near 
Baibourt  on  the  main  Trebizond  road.  I  am  informed  that,  since 
obtaining  this  permit,  the  holder  has  succeeded  in  extracting  an 
average  of  1,500  okes  (37i  cwts.)  of  copper  per  month.  Most 
of  it,  amounting  to  over  22  tons,  has  been  exported  to  the 
Caucasus. 

Table  I. — Showing  the  Estimated  Value  of  all  Articles  Imported 
into  Erzeroum  during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Total. 

From  European  countries — 

Calico 

Prints 

Other  ootton  goods 
Woollens  and  linen 

Sugar 

Leather 

Petroleum          

Coffee 

Metals 

Cattle  and  horses          .  •         • . 
Other  articles    • 

£ 

18,000 
7,600 

24,250 
6,200 

26,000 
3,800 
6,600 
8,500 
8,700 
7,000 

67,400 

£ 

177,850 
42,460 

47,680 

From  Persia — 

Carpets,    shawls,    rice,    dried 

fruits,  &c 

From  Turkish  provinces — 

Native  cottons 

„     linens 

Other  articles 

14,500 

1,820 

81,860 

•  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

Total,  1901    .. 
„      1900    .. 

267,990 
262,856 

Increase         . .         •  • 

6,685 
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Table  11. — Showing  the  Estimated  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  Erzeroum  during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 

Value. 

TotaL 

£ 

£ 

To  European  countries — 

Wheat  and  barley 

8,000 

Linseed 

6,000 

Furs        

15,000 

Hides 

12,200 

Cattle 

17,000 

Other  articles 

14,100 

72,800 

To  Turldsh  prorinces — 

Wheat 

8,000 

Cattle  and  horses 

96,200 

Pasdirma           

16,000 

Other  articles 

6,400 

118,600 

•  • 

Total,  1901     .. 

190,900 

„      1900    .. 

•  • 

•  • 

177,750 

Increase 

18,160 

Table  III.— Showing  thq  Estimated  Value  of  all  Imports  from 
and  Exports  to  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Countries. 

1901. 

1900. 

Imports. 

Exports., 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  Kingdom 

Persia 

Busflia 

France 

Austria-Hungary 
Switzerland      .. 
Other  countries 

£ 

62,700 
42,460 
82,700 
84,400 
36,050 
8,600 
9,400 

£ 

• . 

52V90O 

18,200 

1,200 

•  • 

£ 
58,190 
39,740 
86,340 
32,800 
32,360 
8,460 
8,400 

£ 

•  • 

30,700 

21,060 

1,200 

•  • 

•  • 

Total     .. 

220,810 

72,800 

211,270 

52,960 

Van. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Satow  reports  as  follows : — 
This  district  is  purely  agricultural  and  pastoral  There  are 
no  towns  of  any  size  except  Van  itself,  the  capital  of  the  province. 
There  are  besides  a  few  so-called  towns,  which  are  really  no  more 
than  large  villages.  In  one  of  these,  "  shattak,"  the  weaving  of 
clothes  and  curtains  of  mohair,  is  carried  on.  Ill  Van  itself  a 
certain  aiiu)unt  of  "manussa"  and  other  rough  cotton  cloth  is 
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manufactured  in  a  primitive  manner.     In  Bashkala  this  industry 
also  is  carried  on  in  a  small  way. 

Agriculture  and  sheep-rearing  are  the mainstajs  of  the  district. 
The  harvest  of  1900  was  abundant,  and  was  followed  by  an  equally 
good  one  last  year.  The  prices  of  wheat  and  barley  have  for 
some  time  been  falling  and  have  now  reached  an  unprecedented 
point  of  cheapness.  Wheat  has  fallen  to  12  pias.  per  chap  (about 
lOs,  per  quarter),  and  barley  is  sold  at  ti  pias.  per  chap  (about  5*. 
per  quarter).  This  lowness  of  price  is  owing  partly  to  the  fact 
that  the  Government,  being  unable  to  dispose  of  the  tithes,  has 
paid  ofl&cials  in  kind,  who  have  sold  for  what  they  could  get  in 
an  already  overstocked  market.  These  prices  barely  do  more 
than  cover  the  cost  of  transport.  The  importance  to  this  district 
of  better  means  of  communication  and  transport  can  be  well 
realised  from  the  fact  that  on  enquiries  being  made,  with  a  view 
to  export,  in  neighbouring  towns  where  cereals  were  selling  at 
higher  prices,  it  was  in  every  case  found  that  the  freight  charges 
would  more  than  absorb  any  profit  which  could  have  been  expected 
from  the  difference  in  price. 

Sheep-rearing,  which  is  the  other  staple  industry  of  this 
country,  does  not  do  so  much  to  ensure  general  prosperity  as  it 
might  do.  Since  the  disturbances  in  1896  large  numbers  of 
sheep  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  powerful  Kurdish  chiefs. 
The  profits  from  tlieir  sale  thus  remain  locked  up  in  a  few  hands, 
instead  of  being  generally  dispersed  throughout  the  district. 

A  third  reason  for  lack  of  ready-money  is  the  fact  that  the 
Armenians  who  used  at  one  time  to  emigrate  in  considerable  . 
numbers  to  Constantinople  in  search  of  work  are  no  longer 
permitted  to  do  so.  In  consequence  the  savings,  amounting  to 
large  sums,  which  they  used  to  send  back  to  their  families  nc 
longer  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  the  villages. 

These  causes  are,  however,  permanent,  and  there  was  last  year 
under  the  circumstances  a  very  gratifying  increase  in  the  trade 
of  this  district  as  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  annexed  to  this 
report. 

The  two  routes  in  use  are  vik  Trebizond  and  Erzeroum  and  Routes  and 
via  Aleppo,  and  are  of  about  equal  length.  By  the  latter  route  ^^°"'*'*" 
come  most  of  the  cotton  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom,  as  the 
landing  and  other  expenses  are  less  there  than  at  Trebizond. 
Roads,  if  they  exist  at  all,  are  usually  in  bad  condition.  In 
winter  owing  to  the  snow  on  the  high  passes  communication  is 
often  interrupted  and  always  diiSicult  Consequently  trade  is 
stagnant  during  these  months.  The  last  two  winters  have  been 
exceptionally  mild  and  favourable.  Transport  is  carried  on  almost 
entirely  by  pack-animals  and  freight  is  proportionately  high. 

The  caravan  trade  with  Persia,  although  improved,  shows  no  P©»i«n 
signs  of  regaining  its  former  magnitude,  for  whereas  formerly  no 
fewer  than  70  caravans  arrived  in  the  course  of  the  year,  the 
average  now  is  not  more  than  12. 

Trade  is  carried  on  almost  entirely  through  agents  and  middle-  J^^®  ^^ 
men  at  Constantinople,  Aleppo  Trebizond^  and  Erzeroum.     Some 
(67)  A  4 
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Trade  of 

lfK)i. 


liiiporU. 

Printed 
cottons. 

Oloth  and 
tweeds. 


Yarn. 
Metals. 

Sewing 
inaehines. 

Colonials. 

Gluss. 

Leather. 

Cutlery 


Possible 
Russian 
•competition. 


few  merchants  ti-ade  direct  with  relatives  established  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

With  regard  to  the  trade  of  the  past  year,  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  state  that  the  hopes  expressed  in  my  last  report  were 
realised  and  that  there  was  a  very  considerable  increase  during 
the  year. 

Tlie  increase  in  imports  is  estimated  at  about  33  per  cent,  and 
that  in  exports  at  as  much  as  67  per  cent. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  extent  of  about  21,000Z.  These,  which  consist 
chiefly  in  linen  and  cotton  goods,  amount  in  all  to  about  39  per 
cent,  of  the  total  value  of  imports.  Of  other  countries  France 
and  Austria-Hungary  each  provide  about  13  per  cent,  the  former's 
imports  consisting  almost  entirely  of  sugar. 

The  general  increase  may  be  chiefly  attributed  to  the  greater 
amount  of  ready-money  in  hand  during  the  first  eight  months  of 
last  year  when  cereals  which  had  not  then  dropped  to  their 
present  low  prices  were  selling  at  rates  which  afforded  a  fair 
profit.  The  poorer  classes  too,  thanks  to  the  abundant  harvests 
which  assured  a  plentiful  supply  of  bread,  were  able  to  turn  their 
thoughts  in  the  direction  of  clothing. 

Turning  to  individual  imports  the  most  noticeable  features 
would  seem  to  be  the  following : — 

Tliere  was  u  great  increase  in  the  case  of  printed  cottons,  all  of 
which,  save  2  per  cent,  from  Russia,  are  of  British  origin. 

Oloth  and  tweeds  were  mostly  of  Austro-Hungarian  manu- 
facture. British  goods  are  of  too  good  a  quality  and  of  too  high 
a  price. 

All  increased  importation  of  yarn  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
Persia,  and  other  provinces  of  Turkey. 

Steel  and  copper  from  the  United  Kingdom,  tin  and  iron  from 
Austria-Hungary  ;  tlie  quality  of  the  latter  is  much  complained  of. 

Sewing  machines,  which  are  of  British  manufacture,  show  an 
increase  of  50  per  cent     The  firm  has  an  agent  at  Constantinople, 

Sugar  and  coffee  from  France  show  a  considerable  increase,  as 
also  does  tea  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Glass  shows  a  large  decrease  owing  to  the  price  having  been 
raised. 

Leather  shows  an  estimated  increase  of  50  per  cent.  It  is  of 
poor  quality  and  many  complaints  are  heard.  A  more  durable 
article  would  be  appreciated. 

Cutlery,  too,  shows  a  very  large  estimated  increase.  It  is 
difficult  to  account  for  in  view  of  the  many  complaints  heard. 
Possibly  bad  quality  necessitates  frequent  renewal.  It  would 
seem  that  better  quality  articles  would  be  appreciated. 

There  is  also  an  increase  in  petroleum  which  is  the  principal 
import  from  Eussia. 

The  Russian  Consulate  has  been  trying  to  interest  merchants 
in  Eussian  goods,  but  has  been  met  with  the  reply  that  the  state 
of  the  country  between  the  frontier  and  Van  is  not  sufticiently 
tmnquil  to  render  imports  from  Eussia  a  safe  investment.    Should, 
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however,  the  security  of  the  district  be  improved,  the  extension 
of  the  railway  to  Erivan  will  have  put  Russian  trade  with  this 
town  in  a  very  favourable  position. 

As  already  mentioned  sheep  is  the  staple  export  of  Van.     Last  Exports. 
year  the  number  exported  doubled.    The  price  was  about  10s.  per  8^««P' 
head.     The  mildness  of  the  present  winter  has  been  very  favour- 
able to  the  lambing  season. 

Wool,  too,  shows  an  increase  of  some  4,500/.     Price  about  Wool. 
6d.  per  2f  lbs. 

There  was  an  increase  in  mohair  of  50  per  cent.,  sent  mostly  Mohair, 
to  France.     Price  averaged  Is.  8d,  to  2s.  per  2|  lbs. 

An  increase  of  double  the  number  of   bales  of  sheep-skins.  Sheep-skins. 
Price  a  trifle  lower. 

Other  uoteable  increases  are  shown  in  the  exports  of  furs  and 
silver-work.  The  latter  is  highly  appreciated  in  the  capital. 
The  furs  are  finally  re-exported  to  Eussia  from  Constantinople. 
The  marten-skins  were  last  year  sent  to  the  United  States. 

Last  year  saw  once  more  the  exportation  of  a  considerable 
quantity  of  wax  to  Manchester.  This  export  ceased  after  the  late 
trouble  for  some  time. 

As  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports  cutlery,  agricultural  Openings  for 
implements  and  carpenters'  tools  would  find  a  sale  here,  although  B"*"^i  *"^^e- 
the  beginnings  might  be  small.    At  present  these  goods  come  from 
Austria-Hungary  and    Germany;    and   frequent   complaints    are 
heard  as  to  their  qualit}*. 

The  same  countries  supply  goloshes  of  poor  quality.  This 
winter  there  was  great  discontent  as  these  articles  frequently  split 
the  first  time  they  were  used.  Several  merchants  declared  that 
they  would  next  winter  purchase  in  the  United  Kingdom.  At 
present  goloshes  are  sold  at  about  3s.  4d.  a  pair,  but  a  slightly 
higher  price  would  be  paid  for  a  reliable  article. 

Mackintoshes  could  probably  be  sold  iu  greater  numbers.  They 
should  be  provided  with  a  hood  to  envelop  the  fez  in  wet  weather. 

There  would  seem  to  be  an  opening  for  bicycles  here,  as 
the  conditions  are  particularly  favourable.  The  very  great 
majority  of  the  population  reside  in  the  gardens  which  run 
east  from  the  city,  where  are  the  bazaars  and  public  offices,  for 
several  miles,  and  go  to  and  fro  every  day  to  their  business. 
There  are  two  good  macadamised  roads  which  connect  the  city  and 
the  gardens.  Several  bicycles  have  recently  been  introduced  by 
private  individuals  and  one  or  two  merchants  have  made  enquiries 
with  a  view  to  importing  some  as  a  speculation.  The  machines  as 
long  as  they  are  strong  and  moderate  in  price,  need  not  be  of  the 
very  latest  pattern. 

Fancj'  goods  such  as  perfumes  and  scented  soaps  would 
probably  have  a  ready  sale  among  Turkish  women.  Eich  Kurds 
are  also  wont,  I  am  told,  to  buy  such  things  for  their  women  kind. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  confidently  said  that,  despite  the 
permanent  reasons  tending  to  a  scarcity  of  ready  money,  there  was 
a  very  satisfactory  advance  during  the  past  year.  Abundant  rain 
and  snow  have  caused  expectations  of  another  good  harvest  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10 


VAN. 


the  mild  weather  has  been  very  favourable  to  the  lambs.  It  is 
therefore  to  be  hoped  that  the  present  advance,  if  not  surpassed, 
will  at  any  i*ate  be  maintained. 

The  customary  tabular  statements,  derived    as    usual   from 
private  sources,  are  appended. 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Van   during  the  Year 

1901. 


Desoription. 


Whence  Imported. 


Value. 


(a)  FiOM  Foreign  Countbibs. 

Linen,  cambric,  calico     . . 
Printed  ootfcons     . . 
Cloths  and  t weeds 


I 


Yam 

Dressed  leather    . . 

Cashmere  .. 

Silks  and  satins    . . 

Flannels    . . 

Sugar 

Lamps  and  crockery 

Fezzes 

Glass 

Petroleum . . 

aUrer 

Iron  and  steel       .  • 


Copper 

Tin 

Ammoniac.  •  . . 

Cognac,  preserres,  &c. 
Sewing  machines . . 
Carpets  and  shawls 
Cotton  (raw) 
Drugs 


Cutlery 

Tea,. 

Coffee 


United  Kingdom 

United  Kingdom,  Russia   .. 

United   Kingdom,    Austria- 
Hungary 

United  Kingdom     . . 

Austria-Hungary,  Germany 

Austria- Hungary 

France 

Germany 

France 

Austria-Hungary 

Austria-  Hungary 

Austria-  Hun  gary 

Russia 

United  States 

United    Kingdom,   Austria-  [ 
Hungary  i 

United  Kingdom 

Austria- Hungary 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Unit«d  Kingdom 

Persia 

Persia 

United     Kingdom,     United 
States 

Germany,  Austria- Hungary 

United  Kingdom     . . 

France 


{b)   FbOH  TUBKISH  PBOYIirCBS.  I 


Sateen        

"Manu88a"cloth.. 
Cotton  (in  thread) 
„      (in  bales)  . . 
Olive  oil    . . 
Spices 

Rice  

Kurdish  clothing . . 
Oak-galls,  honey,  dried  fruits 

Soap  

Horse-shoes,  nails,  &o,    .  • 
Writing  materials,  books,  &c. 
Vasmas      ••         ••         •• 


Aleppo 
Aleppo 

Aleppo,  Aintab 
Kharput,  Diarbekir. 
Aleppo,  Trebizond  , 
Baghdad,  Diarbekir 
Diarbekir,  Bitliii 
Sairt  . . 
Bitlis,  Sairt  . . 
Aleppo,  Trebizond 
Krzeroum     . . 
Constantinople 
Tokat,  Erzinghian 


Total 


Total 


27,000 
24,750  ' 
9,000  I 

4,500  ' 
9,000 

10,800 
4,500 
450  I 

22,500  ! 
1,800  , 
9,000 
900 
4,500 
2,700 
4,500 

450 
180 
630 
450 
270 
900 
2,250 
1,800 

4,500 
2,250 
1,850  ' 


2,700 

1,800 

9,000 

4,500 

1,080 

6,850 

4,500 

2,700 

4,500 

2,430 

900 

900 

900 


150,930 


41,760 
192,(390 
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Rbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  at  Vaa  during  the   Year 

1901. 


Desoription. 


Wool 


Mohair  (tiftik)  .  • 

Sheep  and  ^(oat-skins 

Bides 

Ooats,  sheep  and  lambs 

Buffalo  and  oxen 
Hones  and  asses 
Furs  (marten,  fox  and  wolf) 
€arpets,  felu,  sacks  .  • 
Silver  work     .. 
Walnut  logs  .. 
Oak-galls,  raisins 
Shattak-made  clothing 

Salt  fish  

Furniture 

**Perek"Oakesalt).. 
Linseed 
Horns,  bones . . 
Cherry  kernels 

Wax 

Candles  and  tallow   . . 
Cereals 


Total 


Quantity. 


Bales   .. 


Number 


2,400 

800 

2,000 

100 

200,000 

1,000 
500 


Ynlue. 


7,200 

2,700 

9,000 

900 

98,000 

1,800 

2,700 

4^600 

2,700 

5,400 

1,800 

900 

900 

450 

900 

1,350 

450 

460 

900 

1,800 

450 

1,800 


147,060 


Whither  Exported. 


Marseilles,  Eneroum, 
Constantinople 

Marseilles 

Marseilles 

Diarbekir 

Syria,  Egypt,  Con- 
stantinople 

Erzeroum 

Aleppo 

Constantinople 

Bitlis,  Sairt 

Constantinople 

Marseilles 

Persia 

Constantinople 

Persia,  Billis 

Bitlis 

Bitlis 

Erzeroum 

Marseilles 

Marseilles 

Manchester 

Bitlis 

Bitlis,  Sairt 


Bitlis. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Freeman  report*  as  follows : — 

No  perceptible  change,  except  perhaps  for  the  worse,  has  Q^nend 
taken  place  in  the  condition  of  the  people  of  this  district ;  their  wmarks* 
customs  are  as  primitive  as  ever,  and  their  requirements  are 
limited  to  the  barest  necessaries  of  life.  As  long  as  the  province 
remains  practically  shut  off  from  the  outer  world,  there  is  no 
prospect  of  any  material  increase  in  its  external  trade.  Last  year 
the  so-called  road  from  Bitlis  to  Sairt  was  completed,  minus  the 
bridges,  but  the  greater  part  is  so  narrow  as  to  be  of  no  use  for 
wheeled  traffic.  This  projected  highway  to  Diarbekir  and 
Alexandretta  is  well  laid  for  the  first  15  or  20  miles,  and  of  a 
sufficient  width,  as  much  as  14  kiloms.  having  been  constructed  in 
the  last  14  years,  but  nothing  whatever  is  done  to  keep  it  in 
repair,  so  that,  while  the  track  is  slowly  advancing  at  one  end, 
melting  snow  and  spring  rains  are  rapidly  washing  it  away  at  the 
other.  Not  a  yard  has  been  added  at  this  end  of  the  northern 
road  (vi&  Erzeroum  to  Trebizond) ;  but,  except  for  three  or  four 
months  in  winter,  when  snow  and  rain  render  the  track  almost 
impassable,  ox-carts  and  pack  animals  make  their  way  over  the 
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ground  in  its  natural  state  without  great  difl&culty.  Ooods  take 
about  24  days  to  come  from  Trebizond,  and  about  30 — ^in  July  and 
August  from  40  to  50 — from  Alexandretta.  The  average  cost  of 
transport  is : — 


Equiyalent  in 

Pep  180  Okef.» 

Sterling, 
Per  Cwt. 

PiaBtres. 

s,    d. 

From  Trebizond 

300 

11     1 

To 

120 

4     6 

From  Alexandretta 

360 

18     4 

To                 „                ..          .. 

140 

5     3 

*  180  okes  equal  li  borse-loads  equal  4|  cwts. 

The  winter  of  1900-1901  was  exceptionally  mild,  and  caravan 
traffic  went  on  almost  without  interruption  by  both  the  northern  and 
the  southern  routes.  Eain  fell  in  season,  and  the  result  was  an 
abundant  harvest  of  good  quality,  such  as  had  not  been  seen  for 
several  years.  •  Throughout  the  winter  of  1901-1902  wheat  waa 
sold  at  Bitlis  for  about  4  pias.  the  kod  (34  lbs.  weight),  equivalent 
to  2s,  2d,  the  cwt.,  and  barley  for  2^  pias.  the  k5d  (25  lbs.), 
equivalent  to  Is,  lOd,  the  cwt.  At  Mush  the  prices  of  these  two 
commodities  were  about  3^  and  If  pias.  respectively.  This  is  a 
return  to  former  prices,  wheat  having  stood  two  or  three  years  ago 
at  12-18  pias.,  and  eight  years  ago  at  25-35  pias.  the  kod.  But  many 
circumstances  combine  to  nullify  the  general  gain  which  should 
result  from  any  such  increase  in  the  staple  products  of  the 
province,  and  want  of  confidence  prevents  the  circulation  of  the 
small  savings  of  the  inhabitants.  The  following  table  of  incomes 
and  wages  may  give  some  idea  of  their  small  purchasing 
power : — 
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Apprentioes*  Weekly 

Yearly  Income 

Wagei  (after  the  Fint 

Beiail  TndMOMn, 
ArUMOi,«e. 

(Approximate). 

Year  or  Two). 
(Approzimaie.) 

Bemark. 

From^ 

16- 

From^ 

To- 

£   «. 

4   «. 

«.  d., 

«.    d. 

AtBiUlt-^ 

*4rocar         

17    0 

60    0 

•w 

••. 

THvern  keeper      

8    0 

AO    0 

... 

... 

BlAoksmitli 

85    0 

42    0 

0    6 

8    0 

Shoeing-smlth       

2ft    0 

42    0 

0    8 

1    8 

Tailor          

8    0 

42    0 

0    4 

8    4 

Yemeoi  (mocAMln)  maker 

8    0 

42    0 

0    4 

1    8 

Watchmender       

17    0 

84    0 

... 

8    0 

84    0 

o"  4 

1    4 

Cotton  aeUer         

8    0 

84    0 

Carpenter 

28    0 

27    0 

f      i"  8 
I       0  10 

2*6 

1 

Summer 
Winter 

Bath  keeper          

17    0 

2ft    0 

»        ... 

... 

Innkeeper   

18    0 

2A    0 

... 

... 

Miller          

18    0 

28    0 

... 

... 

jCason         

18    0 

28    0 

a  0 

ft    0 

7  to  8  month* 

Tanner        ...       ^ 

17    0 

21    0 

Baker         

18    0 

21    0 

0    4 

0*10 

With  bread 

Batcher      

8    0 

17    0 

1    6 

2    6 

Barber         

8    0 

17    0 

... 

Tintmith  and  glacier      ... 

8    0 

17    0 

... 

HammaKporter) 

10    0 

16    0 

... 

... 

Weaver        

8    0 

9    0 

... 

Ambulant  auctioneer 

7    0 

9    0 

... 

... 

Carrier  (with  one  hone  or 

male) 

4    0 

ft    0 

... 

••• 

Servant  (with  food,  «e.) ... 

0  lU 

2    0 

... 

InriUages- 

Blacksmith;  ihoeiagimith 

18    0 

17    0 

... 

..• 

Food  only 

Mfller          

7    0 

8    0 

... 

..• 

... 

... 

80  to  160  ewti. 
of  wheat 

Servant  (with  food,  Ac.) 

2    0 

ft    0 

... 

••. 

.   Field    laboorer    (three 

monthi)          

2    0. 

2  10 

... 

... 

The  population  of  this  vilayet  has  been  estimated  at  400,000,  Fopiilation. 
spread  over  an  area  of  about  11,660  square  miles,  or  34  to  the 
square  mile.     It  may  be  roughly  divided  as  follows : — 


Number. 


Moslems. 

Towns— 

Billifl  .. 

MubIl 

Sairt 

Villages.  &c 

Nomads 

20,000 
14,000 
10,000 
170,000 
40,000 

18,000 

18,000 

5,000 

110,000 

Total 

254,000 

146,000 

It  would  be  safer,  perhaps,  to  reduce  the  above  figures  by  one- 
quarter. 

To  a  certain  extent  a  supply  of  modern  articles  in  this  country  Openings  for 
can  create  a  demand.     Only  within  the  last  year  American  pumps  *™^®* 
and  bicycles  have  been  introduced  into  the  vilayet  of  Manmret- 
ul-Aziz  (Kharput),  and  here,  too,  in  spite  of  the  poverty  and  pre- 
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judices  of  the  inhabitants,  there  may  be  small  openings  for  such 
"  necessaries  "  as  the  following : — 

Fanning  mills,  iron  ploughs,  and  other  simple  agricultural 
appliances  and  implements. 

Saws  and  other  tools :  The  houses  in  this  town  are  built  of 
soft  stone  in  large  square  blocks,  roughly  hand-hewn,  and  joined 
with  mud.  The  walls  are  from  2  to  3  feet  thick ;  stone  is  also 
used  for  the  upper  as  well  as  the  ground  flooring,  and  for  stair- 
cases. Stone  saws  might  well  find  a  market  here.  'The  adze  is. 
frequently  used  for  saw,  chisel,  hammer,  forceps,  and  other  tools^ 
when  these  are  wanting.  There  might  also  be  a  more  varied 
assortment  of  nails,  including  horseshoe  nails. 

Weather-proof  paint :  Window  frames  are  made  of  unseasoned 
wood,  unpainted,  and  the  glass  panes,  mostly  about  12  by  15  inches 
in  size,  are  let  loosely  into  grooves  instead  of  being  fixed  with 
putty.  Throughout  the  winter  the  draught  is  kept  out  by  strips 
of  paper  pasted  on  the  inside,  and  when  the  time  comes  for 
opening  the  windows  they  are  so  warped  that  considerable  breakage 
results. 

I^cks :  Those  supplied  here,  being  of  inferior  make,  are  always 
out  of  repair,  and  defy  the  ingenuity  of  the  smiths  who  try  to 
mend  them. 

Coffee  mills,  provided  with  screws  or  clamps  for  fastening  to  a 
table,  and  made  to  grind  very  fine,  should  drive  out  of  the  market 
the  kind  in  use  at  present,  which  are  held  in  the  hand  and  con- 
sequently work  very  slowly. 

Cooking  stoves  of  the  simplest  construction. 

Watches  and  clocks :  The  very  cheapest  are  perhaps  not  the 
best  for  this  place,  for  they  soon  get  out  of  repair,  and  are  then 
subjected  to  very  doubtful  tinkering.  The  native  taste  is  in  the 
direction  of  watches  of  substantial  size,  and  those  intended  for  sale 
among  the  Kurds  should  of  course  have  Arabic  figures. 

Spectacles :  Sore  eyes  and  ophthalmia,  caused  by  dust  in 
summer,  the  glare  of  the  snow  in  winter,  and  personal  uncleanli- 
ness,  are  exceedingly  common. 

Scissors,  knives,  pins,  needles,  crochet  needles,  &c.,  appear  to 
be  in  demand. 

Flower  and  vegetable  seeds  might  be  tried  to  a  greater  extent. 
The  vegetables  mostly  grown  in  this  district  are  turnips,  cabbages, 
potatoes,  melons,  water  melons,  onions,  tomatoes,  cucumbers,  egg- 
plant, and  beans. 

Eeady-made  boots. 

Cast-ofiF  clothes. 

Tables  of  the  imports  and  exports  in  1901  are  subjoined. 
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Imports  to  Bitlis  Town,  1901. 


Arfcicles. 


Cotton  goods,  &c.    . . 


Sugar.. 

Coifee 

Iron  (yarious) 

„    rods 
Sheet-iron  (for  stores 

and  stove-pipee) . . 
Spades  and  shorels  . . 
Steel 

Lead 


Petroleum    . . 

Shoe  leather.. 
Alizari  dyes  . . 
Window  glass 
Sewing  macl lines 
Miscellaneous 
Prints,  silks,  &c. 


White  cotton  cloth  . . 
Bugs  and  carpets 

Total     ., 


Prom- 


United    Kingdom    (?), 
France,  Germany    . . 

Marseilles  < 

France  . . 

Trieste 


Cwts. 


Russia   ..  ..  A 

Geneva,  Marseilles 

United  States  . . 

Aleppo,   Aintab,    Diar- 
bekir 

Turkey,  Persia . .  i 

Persia    ..         ..  i 


Boxes    , 
Bags 
Cwts.     . 
Boxes 
Tins 

Barrels  . 
Boxes 


Bags 

Cwts. 


Quantity.* 

Value.* 

£ 

.. 

36,360 

2,600 
3,800 

1  5,450 

90 

270 

900 

1,090 

160 

270 

76 

230 

1,000 

450 

100 

270 

100 
160 

}   280 

4,000 
8,000 

\    1,820 

, . 

1,820 

150 

910 

100 

140 

20 

65 

1 

13,640 

Cwts. 


2,500 
3,800 
1,000 
1,510 


68,600 
\  10,000 

I    1,000 
137,615 


*  Approximate. 


Exports  from  Bitlis  Town,  1901. 


Articles. 


To— 


Quantity.* 


{ 


Red  canvas  cloth     . .         . . '  Turkey,  BuB8ia'| 

White  canvas  cloth.  • 

Goatskins 

EidBkins 

Furs  (fox,  otter,  wolf) 

Goats 

Gallnuts       

Raisins 

Walnut  logs  for  yeneerin^. . 
Gum    (tragacanth),    white 
and  red     . . 

Flax  seed 

Beeswax  •• 
Mohair  •• 
Tobacco        


Total 


Marseilles 
France  .. 
Russia  . . 
Trieste  .. 
France  •  •  •  •  | 
Van,  Erzeroum.  •  i 
Marseilles         . .  | 

France  •• 
Marseilles 

Manchester 
Persia    •  • 


Lengths. 
Yards  ., 
Lengths. 
Yards  . 
Number. 


Number. 
Cwts.     . 


Cwts. 
CwU. 


120,000 

1,980,000 

40,000 

660,000 

30,000 

6,000 

I        60,000 
760 


380 

110 
160 


Value* 


-L 


£ 
9,090 

9,090 

2,730 
4,090 
1,820 
460 
2,780 
2,730 
1,360 

1,180 
910 
670 
460 

3,640 


I    40,950 


*  Approximate. 
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DiARBBKIR. 


Introductory. 


G-eneral. 


Ifurvest. 


Trade 
rou^e9  and 

insecurity. 


Exports. 
Copper. 

Mohair. 

Valonea. 
Wool. 

Imports. 


Mr.  Vice- Consul  Anderson  reports  a43  follows : — 

No  ofl&cial  trade  statistics  being  procurable  here,  the  figures  in 
the  tables  attached  to  this  report  have  been  obtained  from  private 
souroea,  and  can  only  be  taken  as  approximately  correct. 

As  regards  imports  from  foreign  countries,  the  whole  trade  of 
the  province  centres  in  the  city  of  Diarbekir.  The  district  being 
purely  agricultural  and  pastoral,  the  spending  power  of  the 
inhabitants,  never  considerable,  depends  lai-gely  upon  the  harvest 
and  the  pasture  for  their  flocks. 

The  amount  of  grain  produced  is  always  in  excess  of  the  needs 
of  the  people,  and  is  sometimes  exported  in  large  quantities  when 
the  crops  have  failed  in  neighbouring  districts  ;  this  is  especially 
the  case  with  regard  to  Mosul,  to  which  place  river  transport  by 
raft  from  Diarbekir  is  easy  and  cheap. 

The  liarvest  in  1901  was  up  to  the  average,  but  as  in  1900 
little  grain  was  exported  as  harvests  were  good  in  other  provinces 
also. 

The  whole  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  province,  except  that 
with  India  through  Baghdad,  is  carried  ou  by  the  Aleppo  or 
Alexandretta  route,  which  for  some  time  past  has  been  very  in- 
secure. Caravans,  instead  of,  as  formerly,  coming  into  the  city 
almost  daily,  only  do  so  three  or  four  times  a  month ;  escorts  of 
soldiers  are  necessary,  rates  of  transport  have  risen,  and  trade 
suffers  accordingly. 

For  the  same  reason  traffic  with  Mosul  and  Baghdad  has  been 
much  curtailed. 

The  decrease  in  the  total  volume  of  trade  of  the  province  for 
the  year  1901,  as  compared  with  the  year  1900,  estimated  at 
about  5J  per  cent.,  is  probably  due  to  the  above-mentioned 
cause. 

Whilst  the  value  of  exports  to  Turkish  provinces  is  about  the 
same  as  in  1900,  that  of  exports  to  foreign  countries  has  decreased 
to  the  extent  of  about  13  per  cent. 

There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  amount  of  copper  produced  at 
Arghani  Maden.  It  all  goes  to  the  United  Kingdom  to  be  refined. 
Some  further  details  concerning  the  Arghani  Mine  are  added  later 
in  the  report. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  export  of  mohair  of  about 
11 J  per  cent,  in  value. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  valonea  crop  last  season,  there  is 
a  decrease  in  the  exports  under  this  head  of  about  70  per  cent. 

In  the  value  of  wool  exported  there  is  a  decrease  of  about  10 
per  cent.,  due  to  the  very  unsettled  state  of  the  southern  part  of 
the  province,  whence  most  of  the  wool  comes. 

The  total  value  of  imports  during  1901  show  a  decrease  of 
about  4^  per  cent,  as  compared  with  1900.  In  the  value  of  im- 
ports from  the  United  Kingdom  the  decrease  of  about  8J  per  cent 
may  be  ascribed  almost  entirely  to  the  insecurity  of  the  route  from 
Aleppo. 
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The?  articles  imported  trom  the  United  Kingdom  and  India,  in  imports  from 
order  of  importance,  are  as  follows  : — Calicoes,  cotton  yarn,  spices  t^®  United 
(from  India),  calico  prints,  iron,  tin,  sheet  copper,  sacks,  indigo,  f^^^^^^ 
buflalo  hides,  cotton  liandkerchiefs. 

Value  of  imports  of  calico  prints  in  1900  was  14,000/.,  in  1901  C'^'i^^  P"'*^*- 
12,740/.,   all  from   the  United  Kingdom.     The   decrease   is   due 
partly  to  causes  already  mentioned,  partly  to  an  increasing  demand 
for  cheap  German  cotton  flannel  prints. 

Spices  were  imported  from  India  by  way  of  Baghdad.     The  Spices, 
value  of  imports  decreased  from  17,350/.  in   1900  to  10,550/.  in 
1901,   on  account  of  tlie   insecurity   of  the   Baghdad-Diarbekir 
route. 

It  should  be  noted  that  although  at  present  the  whole  of  the  Calicoes. 
imports  of  calicoes  to  this  district,  amounting  in  value  to  about 
50,000/.  annually,  are  from  the  United  Kingdom,  it  is  not  at  all 
unlikely  that,  as  is  already  the  case  in  the  neighbouring  province 
of  Kharput,  American  goods  in  this  line  will  compete  with  those 
from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  value  of  imports  of  hardware  from  France,  Grermany,  and  S^t?^^?!^'" 
Austria  to  this  province  amounted  to  about  27,000/.  in  1901  as  in 
1900.     British-made  articles  in  this  line  might  be  able  to  compete. 

A  large  quantity  of  the  native  Aleppo  made  soap  is  used  here ;  Soap, 
it  is  neither  good  nor  cheap,  and  there  would  certainly  appear  to 
be  an  opening  for  the  introduction  of  British  soaps  into  this 
country.  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  natives 
have  their  own  ideas  as  to  what  constitutes  a  good  soap,  and  are 
most  particular  about  its  degree  of  hardness,  colour,  &c.  To  find  a 
large  sale  the  kind  of  soap  sent  to  this  countiy  must  be  adapted 
to  local  requirements,  and  must  be  energetically  pushed  by  local 
i^nts.  All  experiment  in  this  direction  is  being  tried  at  Sivas. 
There  is  no  direct  trade  between  Diarbekir  and  the  United  C^ditions  of 
Kingdom.  Merchants  here  obtain  what  they  require  from  Aleppo  *' 
and  Constantinople,  principally  the  former.  This  is  the  time- 
honoured  manner  of  doing  business  in  these  parts,  and  is  perhaps 
the  natural  outcome  of  local  conditions,  but  a  departure  from  it  in 
some  cases,  and  with  due  precautions,  might  possibly  be  made  with 
advantage  to  all  concerned. 

The  following  instance  shows  that  something  can  be  done  by 
an  individual  firm  to  push  the  sale  of  an  article  through  a  local 
agent.  About  a  year  ago  a  sewing  machine  company  appointed 
an  agent  here,  who  has  succeeded  in  already  selling  over  100 
machines  at  an  average  price  of  about  6/.  7s. 

The  Arghani  Maden  mine  is  the  richest  copper  mine  in  Turkey.  ^^^*^ 
The  average  ore  contains  30  per  cent,  copper,  40  per  cent,  iron,  and  cop®^  ^ine. 
30  per  cent,  sulphur,  also  a  very  small  quantity  of  gold.  It  is 
worked  in  a  very  primitive  manner.  After  smelting,  the  residue, 
containing  about  90  per  cent,  of  copper,  is  sold  on  the  spot  to  a 
Government  representative  at  the  rate  of  2d.  per  lb.  (2  pias.  tlie 
kilo.)  it  is  transported  to  Alexandretta  at  the  rate  of  ^d. 
per  lb.  (25  paras  per  kilo.),  and  sold  there  for  7^Xi^.  per  lb. 
(8  pias.  the  kilo.).  The  mines  produce  annually  about  13,000,000  lbs. 
(67>  B 
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of  crude  copper.  Water-power  is  close  at  hand,  but  fuel  which  is 
growing  more  and  more  scarce  each  year  has  to  be  brought  from  a 
distance  of  30  miles,  and  its  price  has  doubled  in  the  last  three 
years. 

Annex  A. — Eetqrn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Diarbekir 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


(a)  To  Fo&sioH 

CODMTBIBS. 


Lhi. 


Pieces 


LbB. 


Almonds      

Beeswax     

Cocoons      

Copper        

Copper  (broken  and 
old) 

Furs 

Goat  and  sheepskins 

Gum I  Lbs.  .. 

Horses         

Intestines    Pieces 

Leather 
Mahlep 
Mohair 
Valonea 
Wool 


Tptal 


(6)  To  TcutUH 
Pbovixgbb,  (bo. 

Almonds     

Butter         

CatUe         

„      ikins 

Copper  (broken  and 

old) 

Dried  fralts 

Goat  and  sheepskins 
Grain  

Gum 

Lead 

Leather  

Mahlep  

Manoosa  (native 
cloth) 

Mules  

Olive  oil  

Paste , 

Pulse  

Kice 


1900. 


Quantity.  I  Value. 


1901. 
I  Quantity. 


r 


Whither  Exported. 


Value. 


2»,0C0 


7,000 
28,000  , 
2,216,000  ; 
35,000 


Lbs.  .. 


Pieces 
Lbs.  .. 


Pieces 
Lbs.  .. 
Pieces 

Lbs*.  .. 


85,000 
144,000 
182,000 

150^000 
20,000 
84,000 
864,000 
1,540,000 
2,240,000 


1,150 

450 

550 

85,690 

910 

4,600  I 

14,560 

1,400  1 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

550 

15.500 

22,800 

45,500 


147,860 


42,000 

7,000 

2ti,000 

2,402,400 

70,000 

27,600 
160,000 
98,000 

I66',00O 

10,000 

56,000 

336,000 

470,400 

2,100,000 


28,000 

1,150  i 

1.120,000 

23.600 

800 

1,100 

336,000 

2,300 

36,000 

3,640 

2,800,000 

5,500 

Sheep 
SUkstnfb     ... 

Timber 
Tobacco 
Wines  and  spirits . 


Total    ... 
Grand  total 


Lbs. 


84.000 
60.0CO  I 


280,000 
l.9tW),000 

130,000 
33,600 


56,0C0 
84,000 


550  I 
4,600  1 

700 

700 


700 
11,000 

>8,200 
18,200 


42,000 

1,120,000 

2,000 

112,000 

85,000 

140,000 

2,246i0O0 

98,000 
168.090 

10,000 
56,000 
60,000 

600 
28,000 

74.000 

280,000 

i  ,100.000 

180,000 
22.400 


1.138    France 

546  '  France 

546  ,  France 
38,220    United  Kingdom 
1,820    United  Kingdom 

3,185  '  Russia,  France 
16,380    France 
910    France 
1,365    India 

1,865    Austria-Hungary,  America 
682  ,  America 
364  ,  France 
13,650    CTnited  Kingdom 
6,825    United  Kingdom,  France 
40,950    America,    United     Kingdom, 
France 

127,946  ; 


1,188 

27,800.: 

8,640 

3,185 

910  I 

910 

3^640  I 

910 
2,730 

682 

364 

4,650' 

2,275 
456; 

465  I 
637  ' 
9,100 

68,250 
12,285 


2,800 

800 

1,400 

56000 
56,000 

1,820 
728 
910 

146,874 

146,940 

294,800 

... 

274,820 

Egjpt 

^gyp^*  Syria,  Constantinople 

Kharput,  Sivas 

Erzeroum,  Kharput,  Aleppo 

Tokat 

Erzeroum,  Mosul,  Baghdad 

Aintab 

In  1900  to  Mosul;  in  1901  to 
Aleppo 

Aleppo 

Kharput,  Bitlis,  Moenl,  Bagh- 
dad 

Egypt 

Bitlis,  Van,  Kharput,  Erze- 
roum 

Van,  BitliB,  Aleppo 

Baghdad,  Kharput,  Erzeroum, 
Bitlis 

Kharput,  Aleppo 

Mosul 

Erzeroum,  Aleppo,  Kharput. 
Mosul,  Bitlis 

Syria 

Aleppo.  Kharput,  Van,  Erze- 
roum, Bitlis 

Mosul 

Kharput 

Mosul,  Baghdad,  Aleppo, 
Erzeroum,  Constantinople 
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Annex  B. — Ketukn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Diarbekir 


during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articlea. 


(a)  Fkom  FoBBioif 
CouNTmm. 

Buffalo  hides     ... 

Calicoes 

Carpets 

Coffee     

Cotton  handkerchiefs . 
Cotton  yama     ... 

Dyes       

Fezzes     

Hardware 

Indigo     

Iron        


Other  artidee    

Paper      

Petroleum         

l>rinto  (calico) 

Prints  (cotton,  flannel) 

Sacks      

Sheet  copper     

Spices     

Sugar      ...        

Woollen  goods 

Total 


(6)  FaoM  TransB 

PXOTIHOBS. 

Cotton  handkerchiefs .. 

Cotton  yams    

Dates      

Baw  cotton 

Bopes,  cord  and  twine.. 

Salt         

Soap        

Total 

Grand  total    .. 


Lbs.  ... 

pieces 
Lbs.  ... 
Pieces 
Lbs.  .. 

Pieces' 
Lbs.  ...' 


1900. 


1901. 


Quantity. 


Pieces 


1 12,000 

900,000 

BOO 

280,000 

83,860 
720,000 
126,000 

80,000 


Valne.  ,  Quantity. 


4,600 

50,000 

1,800 

8,200 

1,376 

36,400 

4,100 

4,G00 

27,600 


8,400        2,800 

333,340         9,100 

I      7,300 


T,t>d0 
4,100 


I 


Cases 

30,000 

Yards 

866,660 

»» 

650,000 

Lbs.  ... 

280,000 

„    ... 

37,330 

Lbs.  ... 

840,000 

18,700 
14,100 
9,100 
4,600 
1,800 
17,360 
9,100 

13,660 


1  262,926 


250,060 
180,000 
168,000 
224,000 
166,000 
2,100,000 
840,000 


4,126 
9.100 
1,100 
3,700 
2.700 
9,100 
18.700 


48,626 


296,460 


134,400 

800,000 

600 

280,000 

87,600 
720,000 
112,000 

80,000 


8,400 
840,000 


28,000 
860,000 
700,000 
224,000 

84,000 

BiOJOOO 


Value. 


Whence  Imported. 


6.460 

46,600 

1,820 

8,190 

1,866 

36,400  I 

8,640  I 

4,660, 

27,800 

2,780 

7,280 
6,370 

7,660 
4,660 

12,740 
12,740 
10,920 
3,640 
4,660 
10,660 
9,100 

14,660 


241,606 


262,500 
180,000 
168,000 
112,000 
164,000 
2,100,000 
840,000 


4,095 
9,100 
1,092 
1,820 
2,276 
9,100 
13,660 

41,182 


282,787 


India  and  China 

United  Kingdom 

Persia 

France 

United  Kingdom 

United  Kingdom 

Oermany 

Austrla-Htingaiy 

France,  Oermany,  Austna- 

Hungary 
India 

Sweden.  United  Kingdov 
Germany,  France,  Austria- 

Hxingary 

France,  Germany,  Austria- 
Hungary 

Bussia 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

United  Kingdom 

United  Kingdom 

India 

France.  Italy,  Austria- 
Hungary 

France,  (Germany,  Austria- 
Uungaiy 


Tokat 
Adana 
Baghdad 
Kharput,  Adiaman 

Aleppo 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Diarbekir  to  and  from 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Germany 

Knssia 

Austria- Hungary 
Switzerland 

Ghina 

Italy 

Persia    ..         •• 
United  States  .. 

£ 
76,275 
48,275 

2,760 
1,050 

•• 

•  • 

24,500 

£ 

68,705 

22,623 

12,285 

1,911 

910 

21V6I2 

£ 

142,475 

40,165 

25,768 

18,700 

19,442 

5,460 

1,840 

2.275 

1,800 

£ 

180,221 

40,222 

27,209 

12,740 

19,474 

4,868 

8,276 

2,275 

1,820 

Total     .. 

147,860 

127,946 

252,925 

241,605 
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Report  on  the  Trade,  &c,,  of  Constantinople  and  District  for  the 

Year  1901 

By  Mr.  Vicb-Consul  Waugh. 

(Beceiyed  at  Foreign  Offioe,  May  12,  1902.) 

In  drawing  up  a  Consular  Trade  Heport  for  Constantinople,  Introduction, 
where  British  merchants  have  resided  and  traded  for  centuries,  it 
is  difiBcult  to  see  what  new  information  of  practical  utility  can  be 
given.     To    answer  questions  when    required    is   comparatively 
easy. 

Suggestions  have  been  made  for  the  establishment  in  Con- 
stantinople of  some  kind  of  general  commercial  agency,  where 
samples  of  British  manufactures  could  be  exhibited,  and  information 
and  assistance  obtained  by  firms  at  home  and  their  travellers. 

The  success  of  such  an  agency  would  depend  entirely  on  the 
individual  selected  to  manage  it,  and  the  experiment  was  tried  by 
the  Germans  unsuccessfully  not  long  ago.  Failing  such  an  establish- 
ment, the  Consulate  is  in  the  best  position  to  supply  information, 
or  to  put  inquirers  in  the  way  of  obtaining  it. 

The     use    of    the    Consulate    for    commercial    intelligence  Use  of 
appears  to  me  to  be  one  of   the    most  practical  services   the  Consulate  for 
Consulate  can  render  to  British  trade;  and  the  first  and  most ^nteSgOTice. 
emphatic  suggestion  I  would  make  is  that  manufacturers  should 
avail  themselves  more  freely  of  this  means  of  obtaining  special 
information  as  to  the  market  in  Turkey. 

I  would  refer  those  for  whom  general  statistics  have  no  interest 
to  the  special  headings  given  in  the  index  to  this  report;  and 
would  venture  to  call  the  special  attention  of  the  Manchester 
Chambers  of  Commerce  to  the  heading  "  cotton  goods,"  and  the 
samples*  forwarded,  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  interested  in 
the  iron  trade  to  that  heading,  of  rubber  houses  to  the  heading 
"  goloshes,"  and  of  shipowners  to  the  heading  "  Deutsche  Levante- 
linie." 

In  reviewing  possible  developments  of  trade  with  Turkey,  two  Now 
factors  of   interest  are   the  negotiations    for    new    Commercial  ^"^™/'^^*] 
Treaties,  and  the  construction  of  the  Bagdad  Railway.     Neither  Bagdad*" 
scheme  is  new,  but  both  have  lately  come  into  prominence,  and  the  Railway. 

*  Sent  to  the  Association  of  Chambers  of  Commerce. 

(80)  A  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4  ..  CONSTANTINOPLE. 

realisation  of  the  one  is  at  present  bound  up  with  that  of  the 
other. 

The  extension  of  the  railway  from  Konia  to  Bagdad,  which  was 
finally  conceded  to  the  Germans  last  year,  depends  now  on  the 
f'uarantees  to  be  assigned  by  the  Turkish  Government.  All  present 
available  revenue  is  mortgaged,  and  no  sufficient  guarantees  for 
the  new  r^lway  can  be  found. 

A  simple  method  of  creating  new  revenue  is  the  conclusion  of 
new  treaties  of  commerce,  which  will  provide  for  an  increased 
import  duty.  But  even  this  prospective  increase  is,  by  the 
bankruptcy  composition  of  1881,  mortgaged  to  the  bondholders, 
and  would,  if  collected  to-day,  go  into  the  coffers  of  the  Public 
Debt  Administration  and  avail  the  Turkish  Government  nothing. 
Unification  of  A  scheme  is,  however,  on  foot  for  a  "  unification "  of  the 
Turkish  Debt.  Turkish  Public  Debt.  A  powerful  French  banking  syndicate 
proposes  to  take  the  whole  debt  in  hand  and  manipulate  and 
convert  it  in  such  a  manner  that  the  bondholders  will  get  an 
increased  interest  at  a  fixed  rate,  and  will  forego  their  lien  on  any 
subsequent  improvement  in  the  Turkish  revenues. 

The  Turkish  Government,  on  its  side,  will  be  enabled  to  raise 
a  fresh  loan  (the  bai^aining  is  actually  proceeding  and  the  figure 
currently  reported  stands  at  4,000,000/.  or  5,000,000/.),  and  will  be 
free  to  assign  any  increased*  custom-house  revenue  to  the  German 
Railway,  which  will  then  proceed  to  extend  the  line. 

Before  the  custom-house  duty  can  be  increased,  however, 
Turkey  must  conclude  these  new  treaties  with  all  the  Powers ;  for, 
as  each  I*ower  lias  by  treaty  the  right  to  the  most-favoured-nation 
treatment,  the  higher  tariff  cannot  be  put  into  force  against  one 
until  it  is  in  force  against  all.  But  much  remains  to  be  done 
before  these  treaties  are  signed. 

The  demand  of  Turkey  to  be  allowed  to  create  new  revenue 
by  a  higher  import  duty  is  very  natural.  The  amount  of  the 
new  duty  will  not  be  sufficient  to  create  and  foster  native 
mdustries  in  competition  with  our  import  trade;  and  the  new 
railway,  to  the  opening  of  which  the  new  revenue  will  be 
devoted,  will  open  up  the  country  and  increase  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  population. 

The  Turkish  Government  made  an  attempt  two  years  ago  to 

arbitrarily   increase   the  import   duty   from   8   to   11   per  cent. 

\yithout  new  treaties,  bub  was  obliged  to  give  way  to  the  strong 

protests  of  the  foreign  Embassies.     Last  year  it  put  on  a  higher 

tariff  against  the  small  Balkan  States  and  forced  them  to  conclude 

new   treaties.     Greece  is  the  last,  and  her  treaty  is  still  under 

Certificates      negotiation.     Some  inconvenience  resulted  to  general  trade  from 

of  origin.         -j^jiig  partial  application  of  a  higher  tariff,  in  that  the  custom-house 

required  certificates  of  origin  for  other  goods  while  the  differential 

tariff  was  in  force. 

General  trade       The  following  table  Compares  the  trade .  of  Turkey  with  each 

ot  Turkey,      of  the  Great  Powers  during  the  year  1900,  with  the  average  for 

tJi.e  fiye  years  1896-1900. 

The  exports  from  Turkey  show  an  increase  all  round  for  1900 ; 
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and  the  imports  into  Turkey  follow  suit,  except  those  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  which  fell  off  considerably. 

The  returns  for  1901  are  not  yet  complete,  but  a  table  is  given  British 
showing  the  values  of  the  principal  articles  of  importation  from  JPP?^'  ^^^ 
the  United  Kingdom  into  Turkey  for  the  year  1901,  compared    ^^  ^^' 
with  the  corresponding  values  for  1900,  and  the  average  of  the 
five  preceding  years.     It  appears  from  this  table  that  the  falling-oft" 
in  1900  was,  on  the  whole,  more  than  made  up  in  1901,  which  was 
indeed  a  record  year  in  some  articles.     The  total  importation  of 
these  principal  articles  amounted  in  1901  to  5,867,224/.,  as  against 
a  value  in  1900  of  less  than  4,400,OOOZ. 

Trade  between  the  Great  Powers  and  Turkey. 
lMi»0KTS  into  Turkey. 


Value. 


Year. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Anetriar 
Hungary. 

France. 

Germany. 

Italy. 

Busaia. 

1896-1900  (avenge  of  5  years) 
1900 

5,701,000 
6,146,000 

£ 
2,430,700 
2,672,040 

4 
1,887,000 
1,990,000 

£ 
l,629,2fi0 
1,718,900 

£ 
1,344,000 
1,486,000 

■ 

£ 
1,521,000 
1,9*1,900 

EXPOBTS  from  Turkey. 


Value. 

Year. 

United 
Kingdom. 

HungS";.     »^"'»~-  ^Q'^rm^uy. 

Italy. 

£ 

999,000 

1,126,200 

Bu£sia. 

£ 
1896- 1900  (awrage  of  5  year»)    5,712,000 
1900 16,988,000 

£ 

1,526,070 
1,760,608 

£                £ 

4,082,600     1,448,450 
4,311,400     1,508,600 

£ 
694,200 
774  OCO 

(80) 
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Table  showing  the  Principal  Articles  of  Importation  from  the 
United  Kingdom  into  Turkey. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Arerage 

Aitidet. 

for  5 

Years, 

1900. 

1901. 

'     1900. 

1901. 

1896-99. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Coal        

Tons     ... 

894,623 

400,943 

878,610 

324,688 

247,900 

Cotton  yam  and  twlrt,  gnj  ... 

Lbs.      ... 

6,226,600 

12,181,400 

203,168 

410,088 

447.600 

Cotton     yam      snd     twist, 

bleached  and  dyed 

„ 

4,463,700 

6,606,900 

189,678 

246,499 

212,000 

Cotton  manufacture!— 

Piece-goods,    grey    or   un- 

bleached       

Yards    ... 

96,748,400 

161,841,700 

889, 12S 

1,846,367 

1,084,000 

„ 

74.94:1,900 

98,286,300 

714,774 

924,768 

693,000 

printed 

,,* 

88,314.100 

128,767,300 

923,820 

1,828,962 

1,160,000 

„            dyed,  or  manu- 

factured of  dyed  yam 

„ 

39,221,800 

60,486,500 

482,466 

718,172 

424,000 

Woollen  Hud  worsted  manu- 

factures- 

II 

2,812,100 

8,061,300 

194,287 

268,941 

}  348,000 

Wonted     „             

>i       ••• 

2,228,400 

2,462,300 

116,869 

132,867 

Metals     and    metal     manu- 

factures- 

Copper,  wrought  or  manu- 

factured        

Tons     ... 

700 

866 

60,662 

76,289 

92,800 

Tin,  un wrought       

„ 

460 

368 

61,201 

44,979 

29,600 

Empty  sacks      

Dozen  ... 

49,000 

92,962 

16,641 

28,700 

26,800 

Seed  oil ^ 

Tons 

679  * 

776 

16.461 

£2,082 

Cotton  thread  for  sewing      .. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

95,000 

,,         manufactures,      un- 

... 

... 

96,000 

Iron,  wrought  and  unwrought 

... 

117,700 

... 

183,000 

Jute     manufactures,    piece- 

goods    

... 

88,621 

... 

67,000 

Italian  trade         The  following  figures  are  taken  from  an  official  Italian  report 
with  Turkey,  prepared  by  the  Commercial  Attach^  of  the  Italian  Embassy  here, 
dated  March  18,  1902  :— 

Table  showing  Value  of  Italian  Imports  into  and  Exports  from 

Turkey. 


Year. 

Value. 

Importe.              Exports. 

1891-96  (aTerage)         ...      .. 
1895-1900  (arerage)      . . 

£ 

760,000 
l,344,0OD 

£ 

1,014,000 

999,000 

Italian  imports  into  Turkey  reached  their  highest  figure  in 
1898,  l,600,0OOZ.  In  1900  they  dropped  again  to  1,486,000/. 
The  value  for  1901  is  not  vet  procurable,  but  is  estimated  at 
2,320,000/. 

The  following  figures,  in  the  articles  in  which  Italy  competes 
with  British  imports,  show  that  her  progress  is  being  steadily 
maintained. 
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Value  of  Importation  of  Cotton  Goods  from  Italy  into  Turkey. 


Year. 

Value. 

1891          

1896          

1887          

1898          

1899          

1900          

80,880 
168,440 
806,000 
606,000 
666,000 
466,000 

The  quantities  for  the  last  two 

years  were : — 

Quantity. 

1900. 

1901. 

Ck>tton  janw 

„     manu&efcurei    ..         •• 

Tons.          ' 

2,011 

2,04C' 

Ill 

Italian  manufacturers  are  advised  to  continue  to  develop 
their  trade  with  the  Levant  with  "  prudent  activity,"  and  to  take 
special  care  in  selecting  reliable  agents.  Their  attention  is 
specially  called  to  the  development  of  the  economic  resources  of 
the  Turkish  Empire  to  be  expected  from  the  new  railway  to  be 
built  in  Asia  Minor ;  and  they  are  warned  to  lose  no  time  in  pre- 
paring for  the  struggle  to  secure  the  markets  in  Anatolia,  Mesa- 
potamia,  and  Arabia. 


(80)' 
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As  remarked  in  last  year's  report,  German  importations  into 
Turkey  seem  to  have  reached  high  water  mark  in  1893,  when 
their  value  reached  2,200,000/.  They  have  for  the  last  four  years 
remained  steady  at  about  1,700,000/.,  and  vary  as  little  as  do  the 
French. 

The    Austro-Hungarian    total    of    imports    into    Turkey    of^'**^". 
2,672,040/.  for  1900,  is  made  up  of  the  following  principal  articles  jm^rtJ^to 
(figures   taken  from  the  statistics  of  the  Austrian  Ministry  of  Turkey. 
Commerce) : — 


Articles. 

Quantity.: 

Value. 

Bemarks. 

Tons.     1 

£ 

Sugar        

66,997     ' 

821,604 

St-ationarr. 

Cotton,  yarns  and  manu- 

factures   

776 

97,692 

Stationary. 

Wool,  yams  and  manu- 

factures   

1,300 

492,826 

Stationary,  include  126,000/. 
worth  of  fezes. 

Beady-made  clothes 

•  • 

176,568 

Stationorr. 

Paper         

10,946 

198,410 

Slight  steady  increase. 

Furniture  and  woodware 

1,465 

105,000 

Steady. 

G-lass  and  glassware 

2,216 

76,000 

Iron  and  ironware 

7,668 

100,000 

1899,  quadrupled  since  1897. 
Increase  in  value  proportion- 
ately smaller. 

The  trade  of  Belgium  with  Turkey  during  1900— figures  taken  ^^|^.  ^ 
n  the  Belfifian  official  statistics — amounted  to : —  ®   Turkey. 


trade 


from  the  Belgian  official  statistics — amounted  to 


Value. 


Bxports  from  Turkey 
Imports  into  Ihirkey 


676,000 
492,000 


The  exports  from  Turkey  maintain  the  average  of  the  four 
previous  years,  if  we  exclude  1897,  a  year  of  exceptional  harvest 
in  Turkey  and  consequent  phenomenal  export  of  grain.  The 
Belgian  imports  into  Turkey  in  1900  fell  off  slightly  from  1899, 
and  considerably  from  the  previous  years;  the  average  for  the 
three  years  1896-98  was  680,000/.  These  figures  are  "  special  '* 
Belgian  trade,  the  "general"  Belgian  imports  into  Turkey,  tc, 
inclusive  of  foreign  goods  transiting  through  Belgium,  were  in 
1899,  811,000/.;  in  1900,  701,500/.  The  principal  articles  of 
Belgian  import  are : — 
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Articles.  Yalne. 


Oottonyanis  24,000 

Fftbric0        40,000 

Boiling  fftock  and  inaehuwrj       • .  89,000 

St«elware 48,000 

Wrought  iron         58,000 

Ironware 48,000 

GlaM,  window        89,000 

„      other 26,000 

Cotton  goodi.  Cotton  goods  are  by  far  the  lai^est  article  of  British  importa- 
tion into  Turkey,  and  Turkey  is  one  of  our  most  important 
customers,  coming  last  year  third  after  Grermany  and  Holland 
for  yams,  and  third  after  India  and  China  for  piece-goods. 

Of  the  total  importation  into  Turkey  of  British  cotton  yam 
and  twist,  European  Turkey,  ix.,  Constantinople  and  Salonica, 
takes  rather  less  than  half,  and  of  the  piece-goods  about  one-third. 
If  we  take  this  proportion  tor  the  year  1898,  when  the  British 
totals  were  763,000/.  for  yams,  and  3,580,000i.  for  piece-goods, 
we  get  for  European  Turkey  about  380,000/.  and  1,200,000/L 
respectively. 

The  Turkish  custom-house  figures  for  Constantinople  alone  in 
1898,  given  below,  are  127,000/.  for  yarns,  and  951,000/.  for  piece- 
goods  of  all  kinds  from  all  foreign  countries  together.  There  is 
clearly  some  mistake  in  the  Turkish  figures.  The  imports  fell  oflf 
largely  in  1900  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  cotton,  due  to  a 
bad  Nile.  Stocks  were  depleted,  and  had  to  be  replenished  in 
1901.  In  cotton  piece-goods  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the  total 
last  year  of  4,334,674/.  beats  the  record  since  1895.  In  grey  or 
unbleached  it  just  falls  short  of  the  previous  record  year,  1897 ; 
in  bleached  and  printed  goods  it  passes  1897  ;  and  in  goods  dyed, 
or  manufactured  of  dyed  yam,  there  is  the  large  increase  from  the 
previous  record  of  501,000/.  in  1898,  to  718,172/. 

In  cotton  yams,  bleached  and  dyed,  last  year's  total  beats  the 
previous  record  since  1895,  which  was  242,000/.  in  1898  ;  but  in 
grey  yams  the  big  drop  in  1900  is  only  partially  i^ecovered,  and 
last  year's  total  of  410,088i  falls  considerably  below  tiiose  of 
534,000/.  in  1897,  and  521,000/.  in  1898. 

The  Italian  competition  in  cotton  yams  has  been  carefully 
examined  in  the  two  last  reports  from  this  Consulate,  and  the 
Italian  returns  show  the  steady  progress  made  up  to  1899.  The 
drop  in  1900  was  made  up  by  an  enormous  increase  last  year, 
when  the  weight,  both  of  yarns  and  piece-goods,  more  than 
doubled.  In  comparing  values,  account  must  be  taken  of  the 
high  price  of  cotton,  which  has  risen  from  20  to  30  per  cent, 
since  1898. 

The  largest  item  in  the  Italian  import  trade  is  printed 
flannelette,  raised  on  both  sides.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
copy  them  in  the  United  Kingdom,  but  it  appears  that  there  is 
not  the  required  machinery  to  get  the  efi'ect.    This  might  be 
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worth  inquiring  into,  as  the  sale  here  is  increasing.  Samples* 
are  enclosed. 

The  prices  c.i.f.  Constantinople  are  47  c.  the  metre  for  28 
inches  in  width,  and  57  c.  the  metre  1  metre  wide.  A  sample*  is 
enclosed  of  the  latest  pattern  produced,  1  metre  wide,  which  is 
sold  at  67  c.  the  metre.  3  per  cent,  discount  is  allowed  off  these 
prices. 

Bradford  is  now  copying  the  Eouhaix  French  goods,  and  selling 
demi-cottons,  cashm,eres,  fancy  cloth  and  zephyrs.  Native  mer- 
chants ascribe  the  progress  made  by  Bradford  to  the  easier  terms 
granted.  They  somewhat  naively  point  out  that  in  Turkey  there 
are  three  things  asked  for,  good  quality,  low  prices,  and  long 
credit. 

The  Dutch  are  competing  in  wiiite  and  blue  cotton  cloth. 
Their  trade  is  comparatively  small,  but  making  steady  progress. 

The  Dutch  returns  give  the  quantities  imported  into  Turkey 
from  Holland  as : — 


Quantity. 

Year. 

-     ■ 

.. 

Yarns. 

Manufactures. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1899 

118 

468 

1900 

137 

546 

The  native  merchants  say  that  the  similarity  of  climate 
enables  the  Dutch  to  get  the  same  finish  as  in  the  British  article. 
Inquiries  were  made  here  last  summer  by  a  syndicate  in  Bombay 
with  a  view  to  competition  with  Manchester  in  this  market. 

The  London  custom-house  returns  give  the  average  importation  Coal. 
of  coal  and  culm  from  the  United  Kingdom  into  the  whole  of 
Turkey  for  the  five  years,  1895-99,  as  482,000  tons,  valued  at 
248,000/. 

Of  this  total  average,  358,000  tons,  valued  at  184,000/., 
were  sent  to  European  Turkey,  and  the  remainder  to  Asiatic 
Turkey.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  of  the  total  amount  of  coal 
imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  into  Turkey,  nearly  75  per 
cent,  comes  to  European  Turkey,  which  means  Constantinople 
and  Salonica,  the  remaining  25  per  cent,  being  divided  between 
Smyrna  and  Beyrouth. 

The  returns  for  the  last  two  years  give  the  importation  of  coal 
into  the  whole  of  Turkey  as  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1900        

1901        

Tons. 
894,623 
400,943 

378,510 
324,688 

*  Sent  to  the  ABsociation  of  Chambers  of  Commerce. 
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Taking  the  same  percentage,  this  would  mean  nearly  300,000 
tons  for  Constantinople  and  Salonica,  valued  in  1900  at  283,000/., 
and  in  1901  at  243,000/. 

The  falling-off  in  the  quantity  is  in  great  part  due  to  the  rise 
in  the  price  of  the  British  coal.  The  Turkish  coal  from  the 
Heraclea  mines  has  filled  up  this  shortage. 

The  following  estimate  of  the  consumption  of  British  coal  in 
Constantinople  during  each  of  the  years  1900  and  1901  has  been 
supplied  by  the  courtesy  of  one  of  the  leading  firms  of  coal 
merchants  here.  The  coal  is  all  Welsh,  with  the  exception  of 
the  two  items  marked  *,  which  are  Newcastle,  Scotch,  and 
Lancashire : — 


Quantity. 


For  bunkering  purposes — 
Austrian  Lloyd  Company     •  •         •  • 
Messageries  Maritimes 
Bussian  Steamship  Nayigation  Company  . 
Florio  Bubatino         . .         .  • 
Other  regular  lines    . . 
Tramps  of  all  nations,  prineipaUy  British. 
^Turkish  steamers       •  •         •  • 


Bail  way  Companies       •» 
^Mills,  gasTTorks,  &c. 

Total 


Tons. 

50,000 
20,000 
30,000 
12,000 
10,000 
50,000 
10,000 


182,000 
60,000 
20,000 


262,000 


The  quantity  supplied  to  tramps  has  fallen  ofl'  very  consider- 
ably during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  chiefly  owing  to  quaran- 
tines, a  good  50  per  cent. 

Also,  the  amounts  supplied  to  mills,  gasworks,  &c.,  has  been 
reduced  considerably,  owing  to  the  high  ruling  for  British  coals. 
For  the  five  years  1890-94  the  average  importation  of  coal  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  Constantinople  was  311,138  tons. 
Iron  trade.  The  importation  of  iron,   wrought  and   unwrought,  from  the 

United  Kingdom  to  Turkey  in  1900  was  117,000/.,  a  further 
decrease  from  the  average  of  the  preceding  four  years  which  was 
133,000/.  In  the  London  custom-house  returns  for  1901  no  men- 
tion at  all  is  made  of  the  importation  of  iron  into  Turkey,  although 
other  articles  of  smaller  amount,  such  as  copper  and  tin,  are  given 
(see  table  p.  6).     This  is  probably  an  oversight. 

But,  taking  the  figure  of  117,000/.  for  1900,  the  comparison 
with  the  following  figures  is  not  encouraging. 

Importation  of  iron  from  Germany  to  Turkey  in  1900,  258,500/., 
showing  a  large  increase ;  from  Belgium,  96,000/.  ;  from  Austria, 
100,000/.  The  Austrian  importation  has  doubled  in  weight  since 
1899,  and  quadrupled  since  1897,  though  the  proportionate  increase 
in  value  is  less. 

Why  are  we  not  doing  better  ? 
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I  would  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Charabar  of  Commerce 
of  Wolverhampton  to  these  figures,  and  to  a  careful  examination 
of  this  trade  made  in  the  previous  reports  from  this  Consulate, 
No.  2196  of  1898,  pages  18-20,  and  No.  2650  of  1901,  pages 
:32-34.  It  is  tedious  to  repeat  the  same  thing  year  after  year ; 
but  here  is  a  trade  in  which  we  are  losing  ground  steadily,  while 
other  countries  are  gaining,  not  only  what  we  lose,  but  an  increas- 
ing market.  Is  there  any  sufficient  reason  for  this,  or  is  it  due 
to  apathy  ?  If  anyone  interested  in  this  trade  thinks  it  worth 
while  to  study  the  question,  he  will  meet  with  every  possible 
assistance  at  this  Consulate. 

It  has  been  long  stated  that  the  trade  of  Constantinople  as  a  ^J^'^p 
distributing  centre  is  falling  off.     Buyers  who  used  to  come  here  congtanti- 
from  Smyrna,  and  even  from  such  smaller  ports  as  Trebizond  and  nople. 
Samsoun,  now  do   business  direct.     The  difficulties  put   by   the 
Turkish  police  in  the  way  of  native  Armenian  merchants  coming 
to  the   capital,   the    increased   charges   levied   on   trade   by   the 
Constantinople  Quay  Company,  obstacles  placed  by  the  custom- 
house in  the  way  of  goods  passing  in  transit  through  Constantinople, 
all  contribute  to  this  result. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  considerable  import  trade  in 
Manchester  goods  only  accounts  for  one  solitary  Englishman  as 
resident  representative  of  manufacturers  here.  The  British 
colony  is  numerous,  and,  contmry  to  the  geneml  impression,  has 
not  diminished  in  numbers  during  the  last  20  years.  In  1881 
298  resident  British  subjects,  exclusive  of  Maltese  and  Indians, 
were  registered  at  this  Consulate  as  heads  of  families  or  males  of 
full  age;  last  year  the  number  was  M40.  But  they  are  ship 
agents,  insurance  agents,  export  merchants  and  commission  agents 
in  various  lines. 

The  cotton  and  woollen  goods  trade  is  in  the  hands  of  native 
houses  established  at  home.  The  disadvantages  of  this  system 
were  pointed  out  at  length  in  the  previous  reports  issued  from  this 
Consulate,  No.  2196,  of  December,  1898,  and  No.  2650,  of  July, 
1901 ;  and  the  solitary  exception  alluded  to  above  has  given  results 
which  should  encourage  imitation. 

It  is  true  that  anyone  coming  fresh  from  the  United  Kingdom 
requires  three  or  four  years  to  acquire  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
language  and  the  country  ;  but  the  trade  ^5eems  big  enough  to  repay 
the  sacrifice  of  time  and  labour. 

An  association  of  manufacturers  at  home  to  start  a  trading  Trading 
company  in  Turkey,  with  capable  Englishmen  to  live  out  here  ^f*°^  "* 
and  manage  it,  might  be  worth  considering.     Good  men  would  suggesti 
be    required ;  all  depends  on  that,     liut  once  fairly  started  on  formntion  of. 
business  lines,  such  an  enterprise  ought  to  secure  the  cream  of 
the  trade  throughout  the  country.     It  would  command  the  confi- 
dence of  manufacturers  at  home,  as  well  as  of  native  buyers  here ; 
and  would  naturally  have  tlie  support  of  all  British  Consulates, 
which  at  present  have  too  often  to  fight  the  doubtful  battles  of 
native  merchants  who  claim  protection  for  British  goods. 

Commercial  travellers  are   at  a  disadvantage  in  this  country. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14  CONSTANTINOPLB. 

They  must  rely  to  a  great  extent  on  commission  agents  as  a 
medium  with  the  native  buyers.  And  agents,  who  take  orders 
on  samples,  are  exposed  to  tricks  on  the  part  of  their  native 
clients,  for  which  they  have  no  redress.  A  native  will,  for 
example,  ask  the  agent  to  write  and  order  certain  special  goods  for 
him.  When  they  arrive  he  refuses  to  take  delivery,  and  demands 
a  reduction  in  the  price.  The  agent,  who  may  not  be  able  to  dis- 
pose of  the  goods  elsewhere,  has  to  choose  between  yielding,  and 
bringing  a  tedious  and  doubtful  action  in  the  mixed  commercial 
court. 

A  trading  company  with  a  stock  of  goods  would  have  nothing 
of  this  sort  to  fear. 

The  figures  given  below  cannot  be  vouched  for  as  accurate ; 
but  they  may  serve  as  an  index  for  a  review  of  the  general  import 
trade  of  Constantinople. 

No  statistics  are  published  of  the  trade  of  Constantinople  as 
distinct  from  that  of  the  whole  of  Turkey. 

The  following  table  was,  however,  obtained  unofficially  from 
the  custom-house,  and  purports  to  give  the  values  of  articles 
imported  into  Constantinople  from  foreign  countries  during  the 
year  1314  (i.e.  March,  1898,  to  February,  1899). 
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Besides  these  principal  articles  it  may  be  well  to  mention  tea,  Tea. 
the  annual  importation  of  which  to  Constantinople  is  estimated  to 
average  8,000  to  10,000  cases  (of  100  lbs.  each),  and  goloshes.     In  Chjlosiies. 
winter  every  one  wears  goloshes  in  Constantinople.    The  London 
Custom-House  returns  give  the  importation  of  indiarubber  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  European  Turkey  in  1897  at  38,600/.,  in 
1898  it  fell  to  34,500i,  in  1899   to    19,600/.,  and  in   1900  to    ' 
12,700t 

The  Austro-Hungarian  importation  of  goloshes  to  Turkey  rose 
at  a  bound  from  2jO0/.  in  1897  to  12,800/.  in  1898,  and  has 
remained  steady  since. 

The  trade  was  formerly  almost  entirely  British.  Then  Eussian, 
American  and  German  competition  drove  British  merchants  off 
the  market.  An  Edinburgh  house  interested  in  the  trade  replied 
to  its  agent  that  it  was  not  worth  while  fighting  for  this  market, 
cheap  goods  were  not  in  their  line,  and  the  Germans  were  welcome 
to  the  market. 

This  is  another  instance  of  that  fatal  apathy,  by  which  younger 
and  more  energetic  nations  are  now  profiting.  I  am  told  that  of 
late  we  have  been  doing  a  little  better  in  this  article,  and  I  would 
call  the  attention  of  houses  at  home  to  the  matter.  Any  detailed 
information,  samples,  or  name  of  reliable  agents,  can  be  obtained 
by  writing  to  the  Consulate. 

A  small  trade  in  cheap  sweetmeats,  amounting  to  some  Sweetmaau. 
10,000/.  per  annum,  done  by  several  British  houses,  is  entirely 
suspended  for  the  moment  by  the  application  by  the  Turkish 
Custom-House  of  a  clause  in  the  "  Food  and  Drugs  Analysis  Law," 
which  forbids  the  entry  into  Turkey  of  any  food  article  coloured 
with  coal  tar  dyes.  It  is  in  vain  to  point  out  to  the  Turks  that 
the  particular  dyes  used  in  the  trade  are  expressly  authorised  by 
all  European  laws  on  the  subject  They  stick  to  the  letter  of  their 
own  law. 
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Table  showing  Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  from  Turkey. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Average 

Articlei. 

- 





for  5 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901.      . 

1895-99. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Corn--           .    ' 

Wheat         

Cwts.    ... 

iai.200 

440,700 

42,ft6a 

129,081  ' 

8S3,0CO 

Barley         

II 

4,20a,2TD 

4,68A,400 

1.205,378 

1,3«0,876  1 

l,'»4H.OOO 

Beaos          

It        ••• 

401,100 

471,000 

12ft.  169 

166,898  1 

206.4M0 

Oats 

... 

81,700 

... 

75.000 

Wool- 

Sheep  or  lamb*8     

Goat**,  mohair      

Lba.     ... 

16,877.680 

12,420,018 

419,9a'^ 

804.348 

465.000 

»i 

8,618,374 

9,102,362 

&96,l»l 

618,077 

722,C00 

Opliim 

Valonca          

... 

31 1.762 

... 

177,000 

... 

280,000 

' 

261,000 

FteB      

249,000 

... 

162,000 

BalaiBS 

473.000 

... 

4tfl,000 

OraoKes          

... 

... 

... 

116,000 

88,000 

Dried  fruir,  unenamerated ... 

... 

812,000 

198,000 

OiUB  of  aU  norts       

... 

149,000 

1 

105.000 

Hetali  and  ores        

189,000 

1 

122,000 

Olive  oU         

... 

8,241 

!"     1 

84,000 

Seeds;  cotKn,  linseed  and 

... 

others         

... 

... 

198,000 

... 

1 32,000 

Sponge 

... 

125.000 

... 

117.000 

Tobacco          

... 

... 

50,000 

... 

54,000 

Woollen  manufactures 

268,000 

229,000 

Total  of  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  5,768,000/. ; 
for  four  years,  1896-99,  5,404,000/. 


average 


grain  trade. 


Szport  ferade.  The  above  table,  showing  the  average  value  of  the  principal 
articles  of  exportation  from  Turkey  to  the  United  Kingdom  for 
the.five  years  1895-99,  together  with  that  for  1900,  and  in  some 
cases,  for  1901,  is  prepared  from  the  London  Custom-House 
returns. 

The  total  given  for  1900  does  not  quite  correspond  with  that 
given  in  the  table  of  the  trade  between  the  Great  Powers  and 
Turkey  (page  5  of  this  report),  but  the  difference  is  unim- 
portant. 

The  principal  feature  of  interest  in  the  export  trade  from  this 
Consular  district  is  the  great  development  of  the  grain  tmde  from 
the  small  ports  in  the  Sea  of  Marmora,  which  has  followed  the 
opening  of  the  railway  to  Angora  and  Konia  in  1893. 

The  total  grain  export  from  the  Marmora  ports  during  the 
season  from  March,  1901-02,  is  calculated  at  close  upon  200,000 
tons,  which  is  said  to  be  fully  one-third  more  than  was  shipped 
during  the  previous  season.  The  number  of  British  steamers 
chartered  for  this  trade  during  the  year  1901  was  35,  as  against  13 
in  1900,  and  6  in  1899.  Of  the  200,000  tons,  Antwerp  took 
43,000,  Liverpool  37,500,  Bristol  22,000,  Tendon  21,500,  Marseilles 
and  Genoa  together  21,000,  Hull  16,000,  and  from  15,000  to 
20,000  tons  of  oats  were  shipped  in  sailing  vessels  to  Mediterranean 
ports.     The  total  is  made  up  approximately  as  follows : — 
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Quantity. 


Barlej 
Maize 
Oata.. 
Wheat 


Tons. 
82,000 
63,000 
86,000 
8,000 


The  increase  in  the  total  last  season  is  accounted  for  by  the 
large  exportation  of  maize,  which  hardly  figured  at  all  the  previous 
season. 

Of  the  200,000  tons,  107,000  tons  were  shipped  from  the  ports 
of  Ismidt  and  Derindji  on  the  Anatolian  Eailway,  26,000  tons 
from  Panderma,  11,000  tons  from  Bodosto  and  the  remainder  from 
Constantinople  direct  or  from  other  small  ports  in  the  Marmora. 

Large  quantities  of  maize  have  also  been  shipped  this  season  DM^agatch 
from  the  Samsoun  district  and  from  D^d6agatcb.  Vice-Consul  export  tiade* 
Missir  reports  from  D&i6agatch  that  the  crops  were  good  last  year 
and  the  export  trade  increased  in  importance.  Although  Bourgas 
has  a  l)etter  port,  the  Bulgarian  and  Eastern  Roumelian  export 
trade  continues  to  pass  tl trough  D^deagatch  on  account  of  the 
cheaper  railway  freight. 

The  purt  of  Ded^agatch  was  visited  in  1901  by  314  steamers, 
of  which  33  were  British  cargo  boats. 

The  importations  through  D^d^agatch  last  year  were  32,000 
tons,  441,000^.,  and  the  exportations  96,000  tons,  794,000/.,  of 
which  the  principal  articles  were  58,000  tons  of  maize,  17,000  tons 
of  wheat,  6,700  tons  ot'  oats,  5,000  tons  of  barley,  rye  and  millet. 

The  exportation  of  mohair  during  1901  was  about  42,000  bales.  Mohair. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  year  demand  was  slow  and  prices  low,  but 
just  on  clip  a  sudden  advance  took  place,  owing  to  the  speculative 
action  of  native  dealers,  an  action  uot  reciprocated  in  Braidford,  and 
consequently  prices  gradually  weakened  till  tiie  end  of  the  year. 
Native  dealers  carrying  dear  stock  and  unwilling  to  sell  at  prices 
offered  by  Bradford  spinners  have  been  the  means  of  turning  the 
attention  of  manufacturers  to  Cape  mohair,  which  can  be  obtained 
at  a  much  lower  price.  The  consequence  has  been  a  year  of 
dragging,  unsatisfactory  business.  The  stock  at  Constantinople  on 
December  31  was  about  25,000  bales,  mostly  of  inferior  mohair. 

The  export  from  Turkey  into  the  United  Kingdom  was  in  1899 
12,351,000  lbs.  as  against  from  the  Cape  13,844,000  lbs.,  in  1901 
9,102,000  lU.  as  against  from  the  Cape  10,615,000  lbs. 

In  opium  also   native   speculation   sent  prices  up   at  crop  Opium* 
time,  and  values  fell  gradually  away  till  the  end  of  the  year.    The 
shipments  from  Constantinople  during  1901  were  : — 
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Quantity. 

Druggist  opium 

Soft  shipping  opium 

From  Salonica 

Cases. 
952 
451 

1,300 

Total 

2,708 

NaTigition.  It  has  become  a  tradition  to  insert  in  the  annual  trade  report 

fix)m  this  Consulate  a  return  of  shipping  passing  through  the 
Dardanelles  and  Bosphonis.  This  return  has  no  bearing  on  the 
trade  of  Constantinople,  as  the  large  majority  of  these  vessels 
neither  discharge  nor  take  cargo  here,  unless  it  be  to  replenish 
their  coal  bunkers.  This  is,  however,  a  convenient  turnpike  at 
which  to  observe  the  Black  Sea  carrying  trade,  and  therefore  the 
usual  table  is  annexed. 

The  percentage  to  the  total  works  out,  for  British  steamers  to 
37-8,  and  for  British  tonnage  to  •44-7. 

In  comparing  these  percentages  with  the  table  given  on  page  9 
of  last  year's  report  (Annual  Series  2650),  allowances  must  be  made 
for  the  steamships  and  tonnage  of  the  regular  mail  steamship  com- 
panies, which  were  expressly  excluded  from  that  table.  Deducting 
these  from  the  total,  the  percentage  works  out  to  46*3  for  British 
steamers,  and  53*9  for  British  tonnage,  as  against  45*7  and  54*7 
respectively  in  1900. 

In  1895  the  percentages  were  69  and  751,  and  before  then 
higher. 

The  question  of  the  diminishing  share  held  by  the  United 
Kingdom  in  the  Black  Sea  carrying  trade  was  examined  in  last 
year's  report.  The  total  tonnage  engaged  last  year  shows  an 
increase  of  over  2,000,000  tons  on  each  of  the  last  two  years,  and 
has  not  been  equalled  since  1895. 

Of  this  total  of  over  12,000,000  tons  we  may  deduct  2,500,000 
for  the  regular  lines  trading  to  Constantinople.  The  Danube 
statistics  lor  1901,  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Turkish 
Consul-Geneml  at  Galatz,  give  1,830,002  as  the  tonnage  of 
shipping  trading  from  the  Danube  ports  last  year,  which  would 
account  for  3,660,004  tons  passing  up  and  down  the  Bosphorus. 
This  leaves  some  6,000,000  tons  unaccounted  for,  which  must  be 
represented  by  vessels  of  a  tonnage  of  3,000,000  passing  up  and 
down  to  and  from  ports  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  engaged  in  the 
Bussian  grain  trade  or  the  Batoum  petroleum  trade. 
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The'  following  table  gives  the  number  and  tonnage  of  steamers, 
which  visited  the  port  of  Constantinople  during  1901,  for  the 
purpose  of  working  cargo  : — 


Flag. 

Number 
of  Steamers. 

Tonnage. 

British            

Ottoman          ..          ..          .. 

Hellenic          

Russian           

Austro  •  Hungarian 

French            

Italian 

Roumanian 
Bulgarian 

German           

Dutch 

Belgian           

228 

693 

472 

468 

278 

210 

154 

78 

70 

61 

28 

26 

1 

293,826 

889,502 

205,744 

886,444 

868,526 

816,482 

280,462 

56,567 

44,810 

77,928 

23,808 

25,392 

Total 

1          2,746 

2,427,081 

Flague  and 
quarantine. 


Pilgrim 
traffic. 


These  are  mostly  regular  lines,  with  more  or  less  regularly 
fixed  dates  of  sailing.  To  these  should  be  added  some  50  steamers, 
of  which  35  were  British,  chartered  during  1901  for  the  grain 
trade  from  ports  in  the  Sea  of  Marmora  (see  export  trade  above). 
There  is  a  falling-off  in  the  number  of  vessels  trading  to  the  port 
of  Constantinople.  The  average  for  the  five  years  1893-97  was 
2,930,  of  which  377  were  British. 

Between  January  7  and  November  28, 1901,  28  cases  of  plague 
were  declared  in  Constantinople,  of  which  eight  ended  fatally. 
Serious  complaints  are  made  by  the  shipping  agents  of  the  vexatious 
nature  of  the  quarantine  restrictions. 

A  picturesque  and  interesting  feature  of  Constantinople  last 
winter  was  the  large  number  of  pilgrims  passing  through  from 
Central  Asia  on  their  way  to  Mecca.  The  Moslem  year,  being 
reckoned  by  lunar  months,  is  some  11  days  shorter  than  ours, 
and  consequently  their  annual  pilgrimage  season  travels  gradually 
right  round  the  year.  It  occurs  now  in  the  late  winter,  a  much 
healthier  season  in  Arabia  than  the  summer,  and  this,  combined 
with  increased  facilities  granted  by  the  Russian  Government, 
accounts  for  the  increase  in  the  number  of  pilgrims.  Whereas 
the  number  which  passed  through  in  1899-1900  is  given  as 
4,720  and  in  1900-01  as  11,650,  during  this  season,  ending  in 
March,  no  fewer  than  21,250  are  said  to  have  embarked  here. 
Of  these  18,000  were  Russian  subjects,  including  Tartars,  Cossacks, 
Circassians,  dwellers  in  Bokhara,  Kashgar,  Daghestan,  Turkestan, 
&c.,  2,500  were  Persians,  and  the  remainder  Turks.  They  were 
carried  by  18  steamers,  which  sailed  direct  for  Jeddali,  as  well 
as  by  regular  lines  via  Alexandria  and  Suez.  Of  the  18  special 
pilgrim  ships,  11  sailed  under  the  Turkish  flag,  five  were  Greek, 
and  two  belonged  to  the  Khedivial  Mail  Steamship  Company 
under  the  British  flag,  the  last  two  only  being  properly  fitted  as 
pilgrim  transporta 
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An  interesting  study  on  the  development  of  German   trade  xhe  DeotiolM 
with    Turkey  called  "  Deutsch-Turkische  Handelsbeziehungen,"  Lenmte- 
by  Dr.  J.  Krauss,  published  in  1901  at  Jena,  gives  the  history  ^"**- 
of  tbe   founding    at    Hamburg  on  September  6,  1889,   of  the 
"  Deutsche  Levante-Linie,"  and  of  the  system  of  through  freights 
from  inland  towns  in  Germany  to  Turkey,  which  was  inaugurated 
in  1890  by  agreement  between  this  steamship  company  and  the 
German   State    Sailways.     This   tarifT  of  through  freights   was 
reported  on   from   this   Consulate  in    1892,  Annual  Series  No. 
1099,  and  the  results  achieved  in  the  last  10  years  speak  for 
themselves. 

Tablk  showing  Value  of  Hamburg  Imports  into  and  Exports 

from  Turkey. 


Year.  Imports.  Exports. 


\            £  \  £ 

1890  :  eejOO  349,000 

1891  222,850  620,400 

1892  I  847,750  1,011,500 

1893  !  482,600  625,800 

1894  1  374,500  668,600 

1895  ..;  406.650  628,450 

1896  !  314,250  681,150 

1897  .1  870,950  i    775,600 

1898  620,260  , 


Whereas  before  1889  the  export  trade  through  Hamburg  to 
Turkey  was  not  even  noticed  in  the  Hamburg  statistics,  in  1898 
more  than  one-quarter  of  the  total  exports  from  Germany  to 
Turkey  passed  through  Hamburg  and  were  carried  by  the  Levante- 
Linie  vessels. 

The  company  also  carries  passengers.  The  newest  vessel  of 
the  line  which  arrived  here  on  April  9,  on  its  first  trip,  is  the 
"  Therapia,"  2,390  tons  register,  steams  15  knots,  has  a  crew  of 
70,  accommodation  for  90  first-class  passengers,  and  is  fitted  with 
the  electric  light. 

German  Consular  reports,  both  from  Varna  and  Athens,  lay 
stress  on  the  service  rendered  to  the  German  import  trade  by  the 
swift  and  regular  vessels  of  this  line.  It  now  extends  its  opera- 
tions to  the  South  Eussian  ports  and  to  Syria,  and  it  is  rumoured 
that  its  vessels  will,  in  future,  toucii  at  London  on  the  way  out. 
This  is  a  point  to  which  I  would  call  the  serious  attention  of  the 
British  shipowners.  To  allow  such  an  energetic  rival  to  get 
a  footing  in  the  direct  trade  from  London  to  the  Levant  may 
prove  a  disastrous  piece  of  weakness. 

A  complaint  was  made  quite  lateljr  at  this  Consulate  by 
a  native  commission  agent  of  the  unsatisfactory  character  of  the 
steamer  service  now  available  from  London  to  Constantinople. 

The  one  British  line  running  is  very  irregular,  and  goods  are 
sometimes  two  uionths  on  t'.e  way,  and  the  only  other  line  is  the 
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Measageries   Maritimes,  which  does  not  meet  the   requirements 
of  shippers  and  gives  various  occasions  for  complaint. 

The  matter  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  agent  ^of  the 
Wilson  line,  witli  the  suggestion  that  his  principals  might  find  it 
worth  while  to  touch  at  London  on  their  way  out  from  Hull. 

It  appears,  however,  that  this  would  not  suit  the  Wilson  line, 
which  does  not  see  its  way  to  do  more  than  give  through  bills 
of  lading  from  London  with  transhipment  at  Hull.  This  again 
does  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  London  shippers.  The 
only  result  of  the  negotiation  \*'as  a  reduction  of  freight  on  the 
part  of  the  Messageries  Maritimes  and  the  existing  line  Westcott 
and  Laurance. 

The  direct  trade  from  London  is  not  very  large,  but  it  seems 
a  pity  that  it  should  fall  into  otlier  hands  for  want  of  British 
vessels  to  carry  it. 

The  cheap  through  rates  at  which  goods  for  shipment  by  the 
Levaute-Linie  are  carried  to  Hamburg  by  the  Geiman  State  Rail- 
ways amount  to  a  practical  subsidy,  and  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  see 
what  corresponding  facilities  can  be  given  at  home  to  British 
shipping.  But  in  view  of  the  enormous  increase  o^  the  Grerman 
carrying  trade,  and  of  the  steps  taken  by  other  Governments  to 
nurse  their  mercantile  marine  by  combination,  co-operation  and 
the  subordination  of  private  to  public  interests,  the  question 
suggests  itself  whether  there  is  not,  after  all,  something  to  be 
learned  from  other  countries  in  this  respect. 

An  attempt  made  some  three  years  ago  to  run  a  direct  line 
of  steamei-s  between  New  York  and  the  Levant  failed,  but  is  now 
being  renewed. 

The  energetic  Deutsche  Levante-Linie  is  combining  with 
the  powerful  Hamburg- American  line  to  nin  a  regular  monthly 
service  of  steamers  from  New  York  to  Malta,  Alexandria,  Piraeus, 
Smyrna,  Constantinople,  Novorossisk,  and  Odessa  and  back,  taking 
goods  at  through  rates  for  Anatolia,  Bulgaria  and  Roumania.  At 
present  the  quickest  route  is  via  Liverpool,  but  with  tranship- 
ment at  Hull  by  the  Wilson  line,  or  at  Rotterdam  by  the  Deutsche 
Levante-Linie,  goods  are  delivered  here  in  five  weeks.  It  seems 
doubtful  whether  the  new  service  will  effect  a  saving  in  time. 
There  will  probably  be  a  competition  in  freights.  The  first  vessel 
of  the  new  line  was  advertised  to  sail  from  New  York  on 
March  26. 
Fire  The  fire  record  of  Constantinople  for  the  year  1901  compares 

insomioe.  very  favonrably  with  that  of  1900.  There  were  fewer  fires,  and 
the  amount  of  property  destroyed  was  relatively  small.  In  all 
440  houses  and  shops  were  burnt  down,  about  40  of  which  were 
of  stone  or  of  brick  and  the  remainder  were  wooden  structures. 
The  number  of  fires,  excluding  small  outbreaks,  was  40,  so  that 
each  of  them  destroyed  on  an  average  11  buildings.  There  were 
nine  great  fires,  each  of  which  accounts  for  more  than  10  buildings, 
and  of  which  the  two  most  disastrous  were  respectively  at  Haidar 
Pasha  on  August  19  and  at  Djubalion  December  30,  in  the  former 
of  which  130  buildings  were  destroyed  and  53  in  the  latter.    The 
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losses  of  insurance  companies  were  again  very  heavy,  amounting 
to  69,880/.,  divided  among  the  following  companies : — The  Otto- 
man insurance  Company,  11, 200Z. ;  14  British  companies,  22,680/. 
and  the  remainder  among  other  foreign  companies. 

The  new  insurance  tariff,  which  was  put  in  force  on  Novem- 
ber 1,  1900,  as  described  on  page  23  of  last  year's  report,  was  not 
found  satisfactory,  and  a  revised  tariff  was  agreed  to,  and  has  been 
put  in  force  since  April  19,  1901.  The  tariff  is  still  by  no  means 
perfect,  but  it  has  had  the  good  effect  of  restoring  premiums  to  an 
adequate  rate,  and  of  diminishing  incendiary  fires.  Unfortunately 
the  observance  of  the  tariff  depends  on  the  good  faith  of  the 
agents.  Although  the  statutes  of  the  syndicate  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  those  infringing  the  tariff,  it  is  impossible  to 
convict  and  to  enforce  the  fines. 

Mining, 

Although  Turkey  enjoys  a  reputation  for,  and  undoubtedly  does  Mining, 
possess,  great'  mineral  wealth,  comparatively  few  mining  enterprises 
in  the  country  show  good  results. 

The  natural  difficulties  of  mining  engineering  in  an  undeveloped 
country  are  enormously  increased  by  artificial  obstruction.  This 
peculiarity  must  be  fully  grasped  before  entering  upon  an 
examination  of  mining  prospects  in  Turkey. 

The  Turkish  Mining  Law,  published  in  1887,  is  divided  into  Mining  law. 
nine  chapters,  and  is  based  upon  French  law. 

Chapter  1.  Classifies  mineral  substances  and  divides  them  into 
"  mines,  miniferes,  and  carriferes." 

Chapter  2.     Contains  general  provisions. 

Chapter  3.  Comprising  Articles  9  to  22  of  the  law,  deals  with 
prospecting  licenses. 

This  chapter  has  been  abrogated,  and  replaced  by  a  new 
chapter  published  in  June,  1901,  with  five  additional  articles. 

•Under  the  old  law  prospecting  licenses  were  issued  freely  by 
local  authorities.  The  effect  of  the  modification  in  the  law  would 
be  to  centralise  all  control  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  of  Mines 
in  Constantinople,  who  would  have  the  power  of  arbitrarily  refusing 
to  issue  a  license,  even  if  all  the  requirements  of  the  law  were 
complied  with. 

By  Article  14  of  the  new  chapter,  applicants  for  a  prospecting 
license  are  required  to  sign  an  undertaking  that  in  the  event  of 
the  license  being  refused,  or  being  withdrawn  by  the  Government 
after  being  granted,  they  have  no  right  to  claim  any  compensation 
beyond  the  "droit  d'invention."  This  means  that  a  prospector, 
who  discovers  a  valuable  mine,  may  at  any  moment,  until  he  obtains 
the  definite  Firman  of  concession,  have  it  taken  away  from  him, 
without  further  indemnity  than  the  payment  of  his  expenses. 

The  new  chapter  further  provides  for  a  series  of  cumbersome 
investigations,  to  be  made  by  special  commissions,  before  any 
application  for  a  license  can  be  entertained  at  the  Ministry  of 
Mines.     Fhis  entails  considerable  expense  upon  the  applicant. 
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The  foreign  Embassies  have,  naturally,  protested  very  strongly 
against  this  new  chapter  of  the  mining  law,  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  to  throttle  mining  in  Turkey  except  by  special  favour 
of  the  Ministry  of  Mines.  The  question  of  the  modificatioa  or 
withdrawal  of  this  new  chapter  is  now  under  negotiation. 

Under  the  old  law  prospecting  licenses  were  issued  wholesale, 
and  were  mostly  taken  out  as  a  speculation  without  any  idea  of 
spending  money  on  them.  The  new  law  would  check  this ;  and  if 
it  stopped  there,  without  discouraging  serious  prospecting,  might 
have  a  useful  effect. 

Chapter  4,  Articles  23  to  39,  deals  with  the  concession  of  mines 
by  Imperial  Firman,  without  which  no  mine  can  be  worked. 

Chapter  5,  Articles  40  to  64,  treats  of  the  rights  and  obligations 
of  concession  holders.  Articles  43  and  46  of  this  chapter  lay  down 
the  royalties  payable  to  the  Government. 

Chapter  6  deals  with  the  protection  of  miners ; 

Chapter  7  with  the  abandonment  of  mines ; 

Chapter  8  with  concessions  granted  previously  to  this  law ;  and 

Chapter  9  with  "  minieres  "  or  surface  mines. 

For  the  time  being  all  fresh  mining  enterprise  is  stopped. 

An  additional  chapter,  published  simultaneously  with  the  new 
chapter  on  "prospecting  licenses,"  deals  with  quarries,  which  are 
defined  as  containing  certain  specified  substances,  and  which  may 
be  worked  on  permits,  not  to  exceed  25  years,  given  by  the 
Ministry  of  Mines  without  the  Imperial  Iradeh.  The  royalties 
fixed  for  quarries  are  5  per  cent,  on  output,  after  deducting  cost  of 
transport  and  preparation ;  except  for  amianthus  and  red  porphyry, 
on  which  the  royalty  is  higher,  but  not  to  exceed  20  per  cent.  The 
dues  payable  on  mines  are  of  two  kinds,  fixed  and  proportionate. 

Article  42  of  the  law  (Chapter  5)  lays  down  the  fixed  due  at 
10  pias.  per  annum  for  each  "  djerib  "  (about  2 J  acres)  of  ground 
included  in  the  concession. 

The  royalty  is,  by  Articles  43  and  46,  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Mines  and  inserted  in  the  Firman,  regard  being  had  to 
the  richness  of  each  mine,  its  distance  from  the  sea,  &c.  For 
copper,  silver  lead,  coal  and  other  minerals  extracted  by  shafts  and 
galleries,  the  royalty  varies  from  1  to  5  per  cent. 

For  emery,  chrome,  boracite,  meerschaum,  petroleum,  mineral 
waters  and  others,  found  in  masses  and  not  in  veins,  the  royalty 
varies  from  10  to  20  per  cent.,  calculated  on  the  market  price  in 
Europe  after  deducting  the  freight  from  the  Turkish  port  of 
shipment,  and  the  cost  of  smelting  and  purifying. 

Article  23  of  the  new  Chapter  3  gives  the  prospector  who  has 
not  obtained  his  Firman,  or  who  abandons  work,  the  right  to 
export  and  sell  the  ore  extracted  on  payment  of  the  maximum 
royalty.  Article  25  allows  the  transport  to  Europe  of  100  tons  of 
sample  ore  on  payment  of  the  maximum  royalt}',  and  of  2,000  tons, 
on  deposit,  besides  the  royalty,  of  the  Firman  dues  (from  50Z.T.  to 
200Z.T.),  to  be  confiscated  if  the  Firman  is  subsequently  refused. 

The  minerals  most  worked  in  Turkey  are  chrome,  boracite, 
emery,  manganese,  copper,  silver  lead,  and  litharge  (oxide  of  lead). 
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The  average  royalty  on  chrome  exti'acted  under  a  Firman  is 
12  per  cent.,  without  a  Firman,  20  per  cent. ;  on  boracite,  16  per 
cent.,  in  addition  to  the  1  per  cent,  custom-house  duty  on  exporta- 
tion.  The  ore  is  valued  by  the  authorities.  If  over  valuation  is 
proved,  the  surplus  is  returned,  in  theory,  but  in  practice  recovery 
is  difficult. 

One  essential  for  a  mine  in  Turkey,  on  which  too  much  stress 
cannot  be  laid,  is  a  first-class  manager,  to  manage  not  only  the 
mine  but  also  the  natives. 

The  question  of  transpoit  is  a  very  serious  item  in  the  cost 
of  production.  I  was  told  recently  of  a  quarry  of  Turkey  red 
(oxide  of  iron)  in  Asia  Minor,  which  was  worked  for  some  time 
by  a  British  firm,  but  is  now  abandoned,  although  worth  10/.  per 
ton.  To  reach  the  quarry  from  Angora,  the  terminus  of  the 
Anatolian  Railway,  requires  five  days,  and  the  transport  costs 
21.  3$.  per  ton  to  the  railway  and  15s.  on  by  rail  to  Derindjeh 
the  nearest  port  of  shipment. 

Dynamite  is  altogether  forbidden.  Even  powder  is  subject 
to  most  vexatious  and  complicated  regulations,  and  has  often 
to  be  obtained  at  great  expense  from  Constantinople. 

It  would  seem  to  result  from  the  foregoing  that  the  best 
advice  to  an  intending  investor  in  mines  in  Turkey  would  be 
"  don't."  And  yet  money  has  been  made  by  the  few  who  know 
how  to  set  about  it. 

Statistics  are  scarce  and  unreliable  in  Turkey,  but  a  list  pre- 
p«a'ed  on  fairly  reliable  data  in  1898  gave  the  following  figures : — 

Number  of—  Btr^—- 


Mineral. 


FirmanB       !         Mines 
Issued.        I      Working. 


Chrome 30  23 

SiWerlead           51  1             17 

Antimony           ..         ..         ..  8  I              8 

Emery 12  .            12 

Boracite 6  I              3 

Manganese         . .         . .          . .  '  13  '              7 

Lignite    ..          ..          ..          ..  i  11  3 

Copper I  15  6 

Coal         ,  8  3 

Various '  15  7 


Total :  169  84 


Subjoined  are  some  particulars  of  mines  actually  working  or 
seriously  prospected,  in  this  Consular  district. 

The  copper  mine  of  Yardimli,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Ehodope  Copper, 
chain  on  the  D^d^agatch-Salonica  Railway,  was  bought  up  some 
two  years  ago  from  the  original  concession  holders  by  a  British 
Company  cadled  the  Balkan  Copper  Corporation,  formed  with  a 
capital  of  250,000Z.  The  Firman  for  the  mine  had  been  given 
in  1899  for  a  term  of  99  years  on  an  annual  payment  of  some 
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Silrer  lead 
Mid  sine. 


SilTer  lead, 
sine  and 
copper. 


300L  The  mine,  some  16  square  miles  in  extent,  was  bought  for 
20,000t  Up  to  October  last  only  600  tons  of  ore  had  been 
extracted,  of  which  a  quarter  was  shipped  to  London,  and  the 
rest  was  lying  at  the  railway  stations  of  Yardimli  and  D^&gatch. 

The  Balkan  Copper  Corporation  also  owns  a  mine  at  Shab 
Khaneh  also  in  the  district  of  Xanthi,  at  three  hours'  distance 
from  a  station  on  the  D^deagatch-Salonica  Eailway,  for  which  it 
pays  an  annual  due  to  the  Government  of  lOOZ.  But  this  mine 
has  not  yet  been  developed.  The  district  of  Xanthi  is  said  to  be 
rich  in  minerals,  especially  copper. 

The  "  Soci^t^  Anonyme  Ottoraane  des  Mines  de  Karassou  "  was 
founded  in  May,  1900,  with  a  capital  of  128,000/.,  to  work  a  silver 
lead  and  zinc  mine,  situated  at  ihe  village  of  Karassou,  "  Kaza " 
of  Kandra,  "  Sanjak  "  of  Ismidt.  The  distance  to  the  sea  is  about 
15  miles,  but  the  absence  of  a  port  necessitates  the  transport  of 
the  ore  in  sailing  vessels  to  Heraclea  for  shipment.  Work  was 
only  started  a  year  ago,  so  that  it  is  too  early  to  speak  of  results. 

A  silver  lead,  zinc  and  copper  mine  was  discovered  at  Kirazli 
Yaila,  a  village  near  the  town  of  Yeni-shehr  in  the  Brusa  Vilayet. 
It  is  situated  about  35  miles  from  the  small  port  of  Ghemlek,  and 
about  2,450  feet  above  the  sea.  Specimens  of  the  ore  found  were 
analysed  in  Paris,  and  gave  the  following  results : — 


Per  Cent. 


1st  Specimen. 

Leaa 

Zinc 

Silver  

2nd  Specimen. 

Zinc  . . 
Sulphur 
Lead., 
iron  .. 


30-8 
26-5 

traces 


48-5 

29-6 

4-8 

4-6 


The  concession  is  in  the  hands  of  natives,  who  are  endeavouring 
to  interest  foreign  capital. 

The  mine  was  visited  in  1900,  and  favourably  reported  on  by 
a  mining  engineer  of  standing.  He  recommended  prospecting 
shaft  and  galleries  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  two  principal 
veins  in  the  mine.  The  expense  of  this  preliminary  work  he 
estimated  at  l,500i.,  which  would  be  mostly  covered  by  the  sale 
of  400  or  500  tons  of  ore  extracted.  He  estimated  the  probable 
annual  production  of  the  mine  at  15,000  tons,  at  a  cost  of  3/.  3«. 
per  ton  delivered  in  Europe.  The  minimum  value  he  put  at 
i/.  10«.  per  ton,  leaving  a  profit  of  over  11.  per  ton. 

The  cost  of  production  would  be  made  up  as  follows : — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONSTANTINOPLE.  33 


Sxtmction,  aorting  and  vaehiDg  . 
Transport  to  Ghemlek 
Freignt,  insursnee,  &c. 
Bojaltiesand  daes.. 
Misoellaiieotts         .  •         .  • 

Total    .. 


Cost. 


£   «. 

d. 

1    7 

0 

0  11 

0 

0  16 

0 

0    6 

6 

0    4 

6 

8    8    0 


For  the  transport  to  the  sea  at  Ghemlek  he  proposed  to 
construct  a  road  down  from  the  mine  to  the  Lake  of  Nicea  (Isnik), 
a  distance  of  about  three  miles,  with  a  descent  of  720  yards. 
Later  on  tin  overhead  cable  could  be  constructed  over  this  portion 
of  the  route.  The  ore  would  be  washed  on  the  shores  of  the 
lake,  there  being  no  sufficient  water  supply  at  the  mine,  and  then 
carried  across  the  lake  in  lighters  to  a  point  only  a  few  hundred 
yards  distant  from  the  carriage  road  between  Yeni-3hehv  and 
Ghemlek.  The  distance  by  road  from  this  point  to  Ghemlek  is 
only  10  miles. 

The  Heraclea  coal  mines  form  part  of  a  large  coalfield  on  Heraciea 
the    south   shore    of    the   Black    Sea,    about    135    miles    f rom  o®*!  "^i"^®"- 
Constantinople.     The  whole  coalfield  was  granted  to  the  Turkish 
Admiralty  for  the  use  of  the  navy,  and  has  been  worked  irregularly 
since  1853. 

In  1895  a  Turkish  company  was  formed,  with  French  capital 
of  800,000/.,  called  the  Soci(5t6  des  Mines  d'Hemcl^e,  to  work  a 
portion  of  the  field  under  lease  from  the  Admiralty,  on  condition 
that  the  Admiralty  should  have  at  any  time  the  option  of  taking 
60  per  cent,  of  the  output  at  a  fixed  price. 

Besides  a  large  sum  for  obtaining  the  concession,  the  Company 
has  spent  as  much  again  in  developing  the  mine.  Plant  of  the 
most  modern  kind  has  been  laid  down,  sufi&cient  for  an  annual  pro- 
duction of  500,000  tons.  15  miles  of  railroad  and  4^  miles  of 
aerial  cable  have  been  constructed.  This  cable,  which  took 
three  years  to  construct,  was  completed  at  the  beginning  of  last 
year,  and  can  transport  500  tons  per  day.  A  breakwater  ha^ 
been  built  at  the  port  of  Zoungouldak,  which  is  being  reconstructed 
by  the  company,  with  wharves  and  cranes  capable  of  loading 
steamers  in  any  weather  at  the  rate  of  2,000  tons  per  day.  The 
port  is  not  yet  completed,  and  steamers  still  load  from  lighters. 

In  spite  of  an  output  last  year  of  200,000  tons,  the  company 
has  not  yet  paid  a  dividend,  the  expenditure  having  been  on  too 
lavish  a  scale.  The  property  is  very  valuable,  and  with  careful 
management  ought  to  pay.  A  detailed  account  of  the  coalfield 
was  given  in  last  year's  report  from  this  Consulate,  Annual  Series 
No.  2650. 

Besides  the  Heraclea  Coal  Company,  there  are  other  mines 
worked  by  private  enterprise  on  a  smaller  scale,  of  which  the 
iext  in  importance  belong  to  the  Turkish  Steamship  Company, 
(80)  c 
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P.  M.  Courtgi  and  Co.,  which  extracts  enough  coal  for  the  use  of 
its  own  steamers,  engaged  in  the  local  coasting  trade,  and  also 
tenders  to  supply  other  vessels. 

Keshan  coal.  The  "  Keshan  Collieries  Limited  "  was  formed,  with  a  capital  of 

120,000/.,  to  work  a  coal  mine  at  Keshan.  It  is  now  two  years 
since  steps  were  taken  to  obtain  a  Firman,  and  some  17,000/.  have 
already  been  spent.  A  few  hundred  tons  of  the  coal  have  been 
sold  locally,  but  exportation  cannot  be  entered  into  seriously  until 
the  Firman  is  obtained.  Small  samples  of  the  coal  have  been 
tested  at  gasworks  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  found  to  have  the 
characteristics  of  caiinel  coal  in  gas  productiveness  and  illu- 
minating power. 

The  distance  from  the  mine  to  the  coast  of  Aegean,  where  the 
small  port  of  Ibridja  allows  of  loading  steamers,  is  24  miles.  At 
present  the  transport  has  to  be  efifected  by  camels ;  but  it  is  hoped 
to  reduce  the  cost  of  this  by  half  by  making  a  road  and  using 
traction  engines,  and  eventually  by  constructing  a  railway. 
Colliery  machinery  is  now  being  erected ;  the  cost  of  extraction 
cannot  be  stated  until  this  is  at  work. 

Petroleum.  Petroleum  wells  at  Myriofito  and  Hora,  on  the  north  coast  of 

the  Sea  of  Marmora,  are  being  worked  by  "  The  European  Petroleum 
Company,  Limited,"  of  London,  under  contract  with  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Grand  Vizir»  Halil  Kilaat  Pasha,  iu  whose  name  the 
Firman  was  given. 

Up  to  the  present  about  10,000/.  have  been  spent,  with  the 
result  that  good  oil  has  been  obtained ;  but  as  the  plant  is  only  of 
a  prospecting  nature,  the  quantity  of  oil  obtained  is  not  sufficient 
for  commercial  purposes.  Latterly  the  expert  feels  satisfied  that 
the  oil  can  now  be  located,  and  he  is  preparing  to  put  down  a  large 
bore  hole;  the  company  is  spending  a  further  preliminary  sum 
of  10,00OZ.  to  develop  the  business. 

Vice-Consul  Preudei'gast  reports  that  there  are  no  mines 
working  in    the  vilayet  of  Scutari   in   Albania,  but  gives  the 

Bitumen.  following  notes  on  the  bitumen  mines  of  Selenitza.  These  mines, 
situate  some  18  miles  to  the  east  of  Valona,  in  the  vilayet  of 
Janina,  are  worked  by  the  **  Society  Anonyme  des  Mines  de  Selenitza 
prfes  de  Valona,"  which  has  its  headquarters  in  Paris. 

The  mineral  extracted  from  these  mines  needs  no  further 
process  of  preparation,  and  is  sold  in  its  natural  state,  black  blocks, 
containing  Botne  80  per  cent,  of  asphalte.  The  export  price  varies 
from  120  to  130  fr.  per  metric  ton.  Two  other  varieties  of 
finer  quality  and  higher  lustre  are  moulded  chiefly  for  exporta- 
tion to  Marseilles,  to  be  made  into  lacquer.  A  third  quality  is 
found  in  a  liquid  state,  and  is  exported  to  Italy ;  mixed  with 
powdered  charcoal  and  moulded,  it  makes  excellent  fuel  for 
machine  engines.  The  bitumen  beds  are  usually  1  to  2  metres 
broad.  They  extend  from  Selenitza  towards  the  interior,  probably 
even  to  the  other  side  of  the  Kiver  Voyoussa.  Difficulties  of 
transjport,  however,  only  allow  of  the  working  of  the  mines 
nearer  to  the  sea,  and  it  is  only  during  the  summer  that  the  mule 
tracks  to  the  coast  are  possible.    The  richness  of  the  mines  is  such 
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that  the  company  does  not  need  to  exhaust  them,  and  only 
extracts  the  mineral  to  a  depth  of  from  33  to  49  feet.  In  1901 
the  export  of  bitumen  amounted  to  about  3,500  tons. 

Vico-Consul  Gilbertson  reports  as  follows  on  mining  prospects 
in  the  province  of  Brusa,  which  contains  all  the  most  important 
mines  within  the  Consular  district  of  Constantinople. 

The  vilayet  of  Broussa-Kudavendighiar  is  exceedingly  rich  in  Bfines  in 
minerals,  metalliferous  and  earthy,  and  to  show  that  such  is  the  ^^^^ 
case  I  need  only  quote  those  mentioned  in  my  report  on  this  ^  ^* ' 
province,  issued  by  the  Foreign  Ofl&ce  in  June,  1898,  Miscellaneous 
Series  No.  460,  viz. : — 

"  Gold,  argentiferous  lead,  copper  antimony,  cassiterite,  cinnabar, 
galena,  chrome,  emery,  manganese,  copper  and  iron  pyrites,  blende, 
calamine,  graphite,  rutile — haematite,  magnetite,  limonite  and  spathic 
— iron,  coal,  brown  coal,  bitumen,  asphalt,  asbestos,  mountain  cork 
and  ligniform,  boracite,  meerschaum,  nitre,  rocksalt,  gypsum,  phos- 
phates, mica,  &c. ;  white,  blue  antique,  rose  and  other  marbles 
lazulite  or  lapis-lazuli,  millstone  grit,  granite,  porphyry,  alabaster 
and  lithographic  stone  of  an  excellent  colour  and  quality." 

To  these,  however,  I  have  to  add  arsenic  since  discovered  in 
tiiree  different  forms,  viz. : — Mispickel  or  arsenical  pyrites,  orpiment 
and  realgar. 

Many  permits  and  concessions  have  been  accorded  ;  nevertheless, 
of  the  number  of  mines  known,  amounting  to  some  hundreds,  very 
few  are  worked.  Of  these  some  have  not  given  satisfactory  results ; 
others,  containing  argentiferous  lead,  copper,  zinc,  &c.,  could  be 
advantageously  worked ;  but  await  capitalists.  Three  of  these  Silyer  lead, 
mines  were  transferred,  however,  by  the  concession  holder, 
Mr.  Reiser,  to  the  "  Soci^t^  Hellene  des  Mines  de  Laurium  "  in 
1882,  of  which  two  are  situated  in  the  Sandjak  of  Karassi 
(Balikesser)  at  Balia,  and  consist  of  an  argentiferous  lead  mine 
called  Kodja  Gumush,  and  a  brown  coal  mine  called  Mandalik, 
the  latter  furnishing  the  requisite  fuel  for  smelting  and  retining 
the  former  mineral.  The  third,  also  a  silver  lead  mine,  is  called 
Kara-aidin,  and  is  situated  at  Avnie  in  the  caza  of  Adramidt. 
This  company  has  also  a  zinc  mine  at  Balia. 

The  Kodja  Gumush  mine  produces  annually  from  4,000  to 
6,000  tons  of  ore,  yielding  82  per  cent,  of  lead,  and  from  1^  to 
4  per  cent,  of  silver.  The  mine  employs  from  500  to  600  work- 
men, and  the  galleries  are  connected  by  rail  and  telephone ;  the 
works  and  railway  are  lighted  and  worked  by  electricity,  and  a 
tramway  connects  the  mine  with  the  chauss^e  running  Irom 
BaUkesser  to  Adramidi. 

British  capital  is  engaged  in  these  mines,  but  to  what  extent 
I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

KB. — ^These  mines  are  worked  by  the  "Soci^te  Anonyme 
Ottomane  des  Mines  de  BaUa-Earaidin,"  formed  with  a  capital  of 
180,000/.,  in  addition  to  which  90,000/.  has  been  raised  on  5  per 
cent,  debentures. 
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The  working  expenses  for  the  year  1899  were  given  as : 

Amount. 


I  ^ 

Fixed  duta  and  royalties |  6,300 

Cost  of  administration                   . .  1,900 

Cost  of  working      . .          .  •          . .          . .  i  6,000 

Bepair  of  plant 700 

Interest        ..;  1,700 

„       on  debentures      .  •         . .  4,200 

Sinking  fund           . .                     . .          . .  |  2,700 

Net  profit ;  45,a00 


The  ore  is  transported  by  a  Decauville  tramway  14  miles,  and 
then  36  miles  along  tlie  high  road  to  the  port  of  Aktchai  in  the 
Gulf  of  Adramydt 

Antimony.  At  Irvindi,  in  the  same  nahi^,  and  at  Demir-Kapou,  in  the 

nahi^  of  Iv^t,  both  within  the  merkez-caza  of  Balikesser,  antimony 
mines  have  been  worked  for  some  years,  and  the  two  combined 
annually  export  to  Austria-Hungary  viS,  Panderma,  from  200  to 
250  tons  of  ore,  valued  f.o.b.  at  Panderma  from  16i  to  23/.  per 
ton. 

Boracite.  xho  boracito  mines  of  Sultan-tcha'ir  are  also  situated  within 

the  Sandjak  of  Karassi,  and  in  the  merkez-caza  of  Balikesser  and 
nahi^  of  Iv^t. 

The  discovery  of  these  most  important  and  valuable  deposits 
appears  to  have  been  due  tq  a  French  architect,  M.  Demazures, 
who,  in  1856,  was  chai-ged  with  the  construction  of  the  Seraglio 
Point  lighthouse.  This  gentleman,  while  at  Constantinople, 
made  the  acquaintance  of  a  certain  M.  Grappler,  proprietor 
of  a  marble  quarry  at  Panderma,  who  invited  M.  Demazures  to 
visit  and  inspect  the  same,  which  he  did.  It  appears  that  in  order 
to  maintain  the  marble  while  being  sawn,  M.  Grappler  used 
native  gypsum,  of  which  a  stock  remained  in  his  magazine. 
M.  Demazure,  on  examining  the  mineral,  discovered  that  it  was 
mixed  with  pieces  of  another  substance,  which  he  thought  merited 
careful  examination,  but,  owin<;  to  the  lack  of  apparatus  and 
re-agents,  he  could  not  determine  its  nature  on  the  spot.  He,  how- 
ever, sent  a  piece  of  the  mineral  which  he  had  detected  jpnongst 
the  gypsum  to  M.  St.  Claire-Deville  in  Paris,  who  informed  him 
that  it  was  a  biborate  of  lime  containing  from  40  to  44  per  cent, 
of  boracic  acid.  On  receiving  this  communication,  Messrs. 
Demazures  and  Grappler  sent  the  latter  s  agent,  Mr.  Eatynaki,  in 
search  of  the  deposits  from  which  the  natives  had  extracted  the 
gypsum.  These  he  had  no  difficulty  in  finding,  and  the  result 
was  that  Messrs.  Demazures  and  Grappler  solicited  a  concession 
to  work  the  same.  This,  owing  to  boracite  being  unknown  at  the 
Ministry  of  Finance — which  at  that  epoch  included  those  of  mines 
and  forests — was  at  first  refused,  but  eventually  a  provisional  con- 
cession for  a  tenn  of  20  years  was  granted  them.  Operations, 
however,  were  not  commenced  until  they  had  purchased  all  the 
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land  which  they  thought  contained  the  deposits,  amounting  to 
about  9  acres. 

Such  was  the  commencement  of  an  enterprise  that  extends 
to-day  over  500  acres,  owned  and  wo!rked  by  a  British  Com- 
pany, viz.,  "The  Borax  Consolidated,  Limited."  This  company 
was'  formed  in  London  in  1899  with  a  share  capital  of 
1,500,000/.,  divided  into  80,000  preference  and  70,000  ordinary 
shares  of  10/.  each ;  and  later  on  shares  for  another  1,000,000/. 
were  issued,  in  order  to  purchase  all  the  boracite  mines  at  and 
around  Sultan-Tchair,  the  latter  shares  being  entitled  to  a  dividend 
of  4J  per  cent. ;  thus  the  actual  capital  of  the  Borax  Consolidated 
is  2,500,000/. 

From  1897  to  1901  the  total  amount  of  boracite  exported  was 
48,851  tons  of  the  value  of  789,318/.,  or  a  yearly  average  of  8,770 
tons  worth  157.863/. 

The  mineral  is  exported  from  Panderma,  and  costs  f.o.b.  at  that 
port  17s.  7d.  the  ton,  made  up  of  transport  15s.  lOrf.,  expenses  of 
receiving,  weighing  and  loading  Is.  9d. 

freight  varies  from  10s.  to  12s.  for  Antwerp,  Hamburg,  Havre, 
Eouen  and  Liverpool ;  but  for  Glasgow  and  St.  Petersburg,  owing 
to  the  mineral  having  to  be  transhipped  at  Liverpool  and 
Hamburg,  it  is  much  higher  and  runs  from  18s.  to  21s.  per  ton. 

The  boracite  exported  during  the  five  years  ending  December 
31,  1901,  was  shipped  to  the  following  ports : — 


Port. 


Antwerp 

Fiume 

Glasgow 

Hamburg 

Liverpool 

MarseiUes 

Boueu 

St.  Petersburg 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

200 

200 

1,790 

4,640 

12,550 

4^650 

12,940 

4,430 


Trieste         3,120 


The  latest  returns  show  the  amount  of  mineral  extracted  from 
March  1, 1899,  to  March  1,  1902,  to  be  28,420  tons,  or  an  average 
yearly  output  of  9,473  tons. 

KB. — This  mine  has  been  cited  as  a  fair  illustration  of  the 
way  in  which  mining  in  Turkey  is  handicapped.  It  is  said  that 
the  output  could  be  greatly  increased,  but  that  the  heavy  royalty, 
costs  of  transport,  &c.,  make  it  more  advantageous  for  the  com- 
pany to  produce  from  its  mines  in  America. 

Amongst  other  mines  worked  in  this  vilayet  of  Broussa,  and  Fuller's 
interesting  on  account  of  their  vast  extent,  and    the  enormous  earth, 
benefit  that  would  accrue  if  they  were  pi-operly  worked,  are  those 
of  fuller's   earth.      These   deposits,   unfortunately,  cover  others 
of  much  more  importance  and  value — those  of  a  hydrftted  silicate 
of  magnesia,  called  meerschaum. 
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These  deposits  extend  over  60  miles  in  length,  and  are  of 
varying  breadth.  The  greater  part  of  their  area  is  comprised  in 
the  Sandjak  of  Kutahia,  jand  principally  in  the  caza  of  Eskichehir, 
between  the  two  banks  of  the  Poursaktchai  and  the  left  bank  of 
the  River  Sakaria  (Sangarius). 

Formerly,  fuller's  earth,  the  layer  of  which  is  about  1  metre 
thick,  was  extracted  with  care  at  Eskichehir,  Kahe  and  Mika- 
litch,  whence  it  was  sent  to  all  the  towns  in  the  interior;  but, 
although  it  is  still  largely  used  for  washing,  cleansing  wool,  and 
other  purposes,  its  extraction  at  and  around  Eskichehir  is  actually 
of  no  great  commercial  importance,  more  attention  being  paid 
to  the  underlying  strata,  which  contain  the  hydrated  silicate  of 
magnesia. 
Meenohamn.  Actually,  meerschaum  can  be  extracted  by  any  person  at 
Sari-sou,  S^p^tdji,  Ghe'ikli  and  Menlou,  on  payment  of  5  pias.  to 
the  Administration  of  Mines — the  cost  of  a  permit. 

The  mines  of  Sari-sou  are  situated  at  a  distance  of  about 
17  miles  to  the  east  of  Eskichehir.  The  first  pit  was  opened  at 
Sari-sou  20  years  ago,  but  to-day  there  are  8,000,  of  which  •  only 
2,000  are  worked,  the  rest  having  been  abandoned.  Some  4,000 
miners  work  in  these  mines,  and  every  Friday  a  market  is  held, 
at  which  they  dispose  of  the  blocks  of  meerschaum  they  have  ex- 
ti  acted  during  the  week.  For  the  accommodation  of  the  workmen 
some  1,000  huts  have  been  erected. 

At  the  village  of  Sep^tdji,  situated  about  18  miles  to  the 
north-east  of  Eskicliehir,  tliere  are  some  20,000  pits  on  a  space  of 
6  miles  (east  to  west),  of  which  only  150  are  worked,  all  the 
others  being  exhausted.  It  is  said  that  these  mines  were  opened 
1,000  years  ago,  which  is  not  incredible,  as  it  is  well  known  that 
magnesia  was  formerly  used  for  many  purposes  other  than  the 
fabrication  of  pipes;  moreover,  fuller's  earth,  to-day  disdained, 
used  to  be  worked  on  a  vast  scale  by  the  ancients.  These  mines 
are  worked  by  sojne  500  miners,  who  live  in  the  surrounding 
villages. 

At  Gheikli,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  S^p^tdji,  there  are  3,000 
pits,  of  which  only  100  are  worked,  and  these  by  400  miners. 

Finally,  the  only  other  place  where  the  Administration  of 
Mines  authorises  meerschaum  to  be  extracted  is  called  Menlou, 
and  here  there  ai-e  only  20  pits  actually  worked  by  100  work- 
men.    It  is  stated  that  these  mines  were  opened  2,000  years  ago. 

The  working  of  these  meerschaum  deposits,  called  the  Eski- 
chehir mines,  which  formerly  were  actively  worked,  and  extended 
from  Kah(5  to  Mikalitch,  is  now  reduced,  by  their  concentration 
round  the  town  of  Eskichehir,  to  1,770  pits,  giving  employ- 
ment to  some  5,000  miners,  the  greater  proportion  of  whom  are 
Kurds  and  Persians. 

These  deposits  are  worked  on  the  following  primitive  system : — 
A  foreman  or  ganger,  having  from  2  to  15  men  under  his 
orders,  having  pegged  out  a  piece  of  ground,  generally  a  metre 
wide,  a  pit  is  sunk  until  a  red  clayey  earth,  which  is  the  first  sign 
of  the   existence  of    magnesia,  is   reached.     Sometimes   this   is 
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reached  at  a  few  metres  from  the  surface,  but  ordinarily  they  have 
to  dig  down  some  20  metres,  and  often  40  and  even  up  to  60 
metres,  before  reaching  this  red  earth,  wherein  the  meerschaum  is 
disseminated  in  kidney  and  other  irregular  forms.  The  volume 
of  these  blocks  seldom  exceeds  30  to  40  cubic  centims.,  the  greater 
part  of  them  being  the  size  of  a  walnut  or  an  apple.  On  reaching 
the  gangue  containing  the  blocks  of  magnesia,  the  miners  drive 
horizontal  shafts  through  the  red  clay.  This,  however,  is  no  easy 
matter,  as  they  cannot  detach  or  pick  off  more  than  50  grammes 
of  the  clay  at  a  stroke.  Some  of  these  galleries  are  no  less  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  it  sometimes  happens  that,  owing  to 
these  being  pierced  at  random,  different  gangs  meet  underground. 
They  work  night  and  day,  the  galleries  being  lighted  with 
petroleum,  and  after  a  certain  quantity  of  blocks  have  been  ex- 
tracted, the  meerschaum,  still  enveloped  in  its  gangue,  is  drawn 
out  of  the  pit  and  stacked  in  the  miners'  barracka  These  blocks 
are  bought  by  the  luledjis  (pipe  manufacturers)  of  Eskichehir  in 
job  lots  every  Fiiday,  and  there  are  some  150  such  persons,  who 
regularly  attend  these  markets.  The  meerschaum  is  then  taken 
to  Eskichehir,  where  the  blocks  are  cleaned,  the  operation  con- 
sisting of  scraping  and  cutting  the  blocks  with  a  sharp  instrument 
or  kmfe,  the  meerschaum  being  still  soft,  and  easily  cut  into  any 
shape  or  form.  Over  1,000  persons  are  occupied  in  cleaning  and 
shaping  these  blocks,  which,  after  being  thoroughly  cleaned,  are 
separated  into  four  classes,  according  to  size  and  quality.  The 
blocks  being  ready  for  sale,  a  bargain  is  struck  between  the  lulidjis 
and  the  commission  agents  and  merchants  at  Eskichehir,  of  whom 
there  are  about  a  dozen.  The  latter  then  pack  the  blocks  of  these 
four  classes,  with  very  great  care,  into  boxes  of  equal  size,  each 
block  being  wrapped  in  cotton  to  avoid  any  friction  or  shock 
between  the  pieces. 

For  commercial  purposes  these  four  classes  are  classed  and 
named  as  follows : — 


Number  of  blocks  in  each  caie. 

From — 

To— 

1.  Tira-mali 

2.  Birem-birlik 

8.  Pamboukli 

4.  Dakm6           

1 

40 

76 

175 

40 
76 
175 
and  more. 
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The  prices  per  case  at  Vienna  are — 


Name. 

Price 

per 

case. 

From — 

1 

To- 

Tira-mali            

Birora-birlik       ••         •• 

Pamboukli          

Dakm^ 

£    «. 

18    0 

10  16 

4  10 

1  16 

£    «. 

45    0 

18    0 

9    0 

8  12 

The  actual  annual  output  of  these  mines  varies  from  120  to 
150  tons. 

I  may  add  that  the  Eskichehir  meerschaum  is  very  highly 
prized  in  Europe  on  account  of  its  superior  quality,  and  as  these 
deposits,  notwithstanding  that  they  have  been  worked  for  centuries, 
are  still  considered  to  be  inexhaustible,  they  ought  to  constitute, 
if  scientitically  and  economically  worked,  a  very  important  source 
of  revenue  to  the  Treasury. 

The  result  of  a  summary  analysis  of  this  mineral  was : — 


Carbonate  of  magnesia 

Silex 

Alumina . .         . . ' 

f 


Per  Cent. 

0-70 
0-25 
0  05 

Total        I  1-00 


Chrome.  Xhe  sandjak  of  Kutahia  also  claims  the  oldest  and  richest 

chrome  mine  that  exists  in  Turkey.  It  is  named  after  the  nahi^ 
in  which  it  is  situated,  viz.,  Daghardi,  in  the  caza  of  Semav,  and 
is  owned  by  the  Admiralty,  but  leased  to  a  certain  Eaghib  Bey  of 
Constantinople. 

This  mine  has  a  yearly  output  of  from  12,000  to  15,000  tons, 
which  are  exported  vi&  Kutahia  from  the  port  of  D^r^ndj^  in  the 
Gulf  of  Ismidt. 

The  transport  of  the  mineral  to  Kutahia  is  made  by  beasts  of 
burden  and  buffalo  and  bullock  carts,  and  costs  140  pias.  (gold), 
(IL  5s.  6d.)  per  ton.  From  thence  it  is  carried  by  the  Anatolian 
Railway  to  Dei-^ndj^,  the  company  charging  60  pias.  (10«.  lid.) 
per  ton,  thus  bringing  the  total  cost  of  transport  to  200  pias. 
(1/.  168,  5d.\  and  if  to  this  sum  we  add  the  staff's  expenses  and 
cost  of  extraction,  amounting  to  27^  pias.  (5s.),  the  total  cost  per 
ton  of  ore  delivered  at  the  aforesaid  port  is  2/.  Is.  5d, 

The  ore  of  this  mine  yields  from  51  to  55  per  cent,  of  oxide 
of  chrome,  and,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  the  actual  price  per  ton 
of  chrome  ore  is  3/.  155.  (f.o.b.  at  any  Turkish  port)  for  quality 
yielding  50  per  cent.,  with  an  additional  2s.  6d,  for  every  degree 
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above  that  percentage.  Consequently,  as  the  Daghardi  ore 
averages  53  per  cent.,  the  mineral  at  the  actual  price  (f.o.b.  at 
D^r^ndj^)  is .  worth  4t  2s.  6rf.  per  ton,  and  the  values  of  the  ore 
annually  exported  are  from  49,000/.  to  61,875/. 

On  the  other  hand  the  cost  of  delivering  the  ore  at  that  port 
being  2/.  Is.  5d.,  the  outlay  on  12,000  to  15,000  tons  would  be 
from  24,350/.  to  31,062/.  10s.,  and  the  annual  profit  from  24,650/. 
to  30,812/.  10s.,  or  2/.  Is.  Irf.  per  ton. 

This  being  a  Government  mine,  as  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
conditions  on  which  it  is  leased,  royalty  and  customs  dues  are  not 
included  in  the  foregoing  figures. 

Of  the  mineral  exported  from  this  mine,  the  United  Kingdom 
takes  two-thirds,  and  the  surplus  is  about  equally  divided  between 
America  and  Germany;  thus  the  United  Kingdom  imports  from 
8.000  to  10,000  tons,  costing  at  the  port  of  Der^ndj^  from  33,000/. 
to  41,200/. 

In  the  sandjak  of  Erthogoul  chrome  ore  is  also  extracted  at 
Bozbelen,  a  village  situated  in  the  nahid  of  Domalitch  and  caza 
of  Einegueul,  and  1,500  tons  of  ore  are  annually  exported  from 
this  mine,  the  concession  for  which  is  held  by  Messrs.  Paterson, 
of  Smyrna,  and  a  Greek  named  Alexander  Cangellari. 

The  mineral  is  transported  to  and  exported  from  Ghemlek, 
and  the  total  cost  per  ton  delivered  at  that  port  is  270  pias., 
current  money  (2/.  5s.). 

The  percentage  of  this  ore  being  equal  to  that  of  the  Daghardi 
mine  is  likewise  worth  4/.  2s.  6d.  per  ton  f.o.b.  at  Ghemlek,  the 
value  of  the  mineral  annually  exported  amounts  to  6,187/.  10s., 
the  outlay — which  includes  salaries,  extraction,  transport,  royally 
(9s.),  and  customs  dues  (about  Is.) — is  4,125/.,  and  the  actual 
yearly  profit  from  the  working  of  the  Cozbelen  Mine  is  2,062/.  10s.,. 
or  11,  7s.  6c/.  per  ton. 

This  mine  was  discovered  in  1874  or  1875,  and  the  capital 
for  the  working  thereof  is  supplied  by  Messrs.  Paterson  and  Co. 
This  ore  is  exported  entirely  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
There   are    three  chrome  mines    in  the    merkez-sandjak    of 
Broussa,  viz.,  Art^ran,  CozlondjJi   and    Miran,  all  of  which  are 
situated  in  the  nahi^  of  Harmandjik  and  caza  of  Edrfenos. 

TliC  concessions  for  these  mines  also  are  held  by  the  above- 
mentioned  British  firm,  Messrs.  Paterson  and  Co.,  and  are  ex- 
clusively worked  on  their  account. 

The^  amount  of  mineral  annually  extracted  from  these  three 
mines  combined  varies  from  6,000  to  7,000  tons,  and  the  average 
yield  of  these  ores  is  equal  to  that  of  those  of  Cozbelen  and 
Daghardi.  The  mineral,  like  that  of  the  former  mine,  is  also 
shipped  fi'om  Ghemlek ;  and  the  total  cost  of  the  ore  delivered  at 
that  port  is,  like  that  of  the  Cozbelen  Mine,  2/.  5s.  per  ton. 

That  the  Art^ran,  Cozlondjii  and  Miran  mines  can,  like  those 
of  Cozbelen  and  Daghardi,  be  profitably  worked,  and  that,  not- 
withstanding the  actual  low  price  of  chrome  ore,  i^  shown  by  the 
following  figures : — 

The  value  of  the  mineral  annually  extracted  is  from  24,750/ 
(80)  D 
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to  28,875/.,  and  the  expenses  being  from  16,500/.  to  19,250/.,  there 
is  a  yearly  profit  of  from  8,250/.  to  9,625/.,  or  1/.  Is,  6rf.  per  ton. 

The  United  Kingdom  imports  two-thirds  of  these  ores,  costing 
f.o.b.  at  Ghemlek,  from  16,500/.  to  19,166/.  13s.  4rf. 

These  mines  have  been  worked  for  over  30  years. 

For  the  last  35  years  a  lignite  mine  near  Ga^r^,  in  the  sandjak 
of  Erthogroul  and  caza  Senhud,  which  is  worked  by  the  natives 
in  the  most  primitive  fashion,  has  furnishecl  fuel  for  the  28  silk 
factories  of  Ashakein,  Biledjik,  Keuplu,  Peldhos  and  Senhud. 

The  most  ancient  quarries  in  the  vilayet  are  those  of  Symada, 
and  these  are  situated  near  Eskikarahissar  and  at  about  20  miles 
to  the  north-east  of  the  capital  of*  the  sandjak  of  Afionkarahissar. 

A  permit  to  work  these  once  famous  quarries,  which  are 
described  by  the  Latin  poets  as  the  emblem  of  luxury  and  riches, 
was  granted  some  time  back  to  Baron  H.  de  Tchievter,  a  French- 
man, but  they  are  not  actually  worked. 

That  the  province  of  Hudavendighiar  is  extremely  rich  in 
deposits  of  lithographic  stone  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt,  for 
those  in  the  merkez-sandjak  of  Broussa  alone  extend  from 
Michalitch  on  the  west,  at  various  distances  inland  from  the  coast, 
to  beyond  Timbos  on  the  east,  a  distance  of  56  miles. 

These  deposits  were  discovered  in  1892  near  the  summit  of 
D(5d^-bair  or  Dede-t(5pe,  in  the  caza  of  Michalitch,  a  hill  situated  at 
about  an  hour's  ride  to  the  north-north-east  of  that  town,  and  for 
the  working  of  which  a  permit  was  granted  to  a  certain  Nechet 
Bey,  on  August  17,  1892.  Nechet  Bey,  however,  not  having 
worked  the  quarry  for  three  yeai-s,  his  permit  was  cancelled  by  the 
Government. 

On  August  22, 1898,  Halil  Bey,  brother  to  Nechet  Bey,  obtained 
a  new  permit,  which  on  October  10  of  that  year  was  transferred  by 
him  to  the  name  of  Mr.  Steingler,  who  in  July  1899,  transferred 
the  quarry  to  the  name  of  Messrs.  Pirie  and  Tyhurst,  representatives 
of  the  "  Michalitch  Lithographic  Stone  Company,  Limited." 

This  company,  incorporated  under  the  Companies  Acts, 
1862-98,  has  a  share  capital  of  225,000/:,  divided  into  100,000 
preference  shares  of  1/.  each,  numbered  1  tc»  100,000,  and  125,000 
ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each,  numbered  1  to  125,000.  The  preference 
shares  are  only  issued  in  exchange  for  or  to  retire  debentures  ;  but 
the  holders  of  the  latter  had  the  option,  on  one  month's  previous 
notice  in  writing  before  December  1,  1901,  of  converting  their 
debentures  into  preference  shares  at  par,  the  latter  shares  being 
preferred  as  to  capital,  and  entitled  to  a  cumulative  preferential 
dividend  of  8  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  permit  of  the  Michalitch  Lithographic  Stone  Company, 
Limited,  has  an  approximate  superficial  area  of  30,000  denums 
(about  740  acres),  for  which,  it  is  stated,  the  company  paid 
40,000/. 

On  the  lowest  slope  of  a  hill  to  the  north-east  of  D^d^-bair  or 
D(5de-tt5pe,  and  close  to  but  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  to 
Michalitch,  and  about  ten  minutes'  walk  to  the  south-west  of 
Halil  Bey's  farm,  the  company  has  erected  a  one-storey  solid  stone 
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building  as  a  dwelling-house  and  offices  for  its  managing-director 
and  staff;  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  River  Kara-Sou,  at  a  place 
called  Pambouktarla  (cotton-field),  are  the  company's  workshops. 
These,  like  the  tram  that  will  run  from  the  quarry  to  the  shops, 
are  not  completed. 

It  appears  that  the  building  of  the  tram  and  workshops  was 
commenced  without  the  requisite  authorisation  having  been 
obtained,  and  was  therefore  stopped  by  the  authorities.  This  was 
in  March,  1901,  and,  though  a  year  has  elapsed,  the  matter  has  not 
yet  been  arranged  between  the  company  and  the  authorities. 

With  regard  to  the  quarry,  it  has  not  yet  been  worked  and 
appears  to  be  no  further  advanced  than  when  I  visited  it  in 
November,  1900.  Then  there  was  an  opening  measuring  22  metres 
long,  8'40  metres  wide  and  2  metres  deep.  The  layers,  a.s  then 
laid  bare,  were  4J  to  9  inches  in  thickness,  dipping  40°  south  and 
running  east  and  west. 

The  stone  is  exceedingly  pure  and  dense,  and  grey  in  colour ;  it 
has  but  one  fault,  that  of  being  highly  interspersed  with  crystalline 
sections.  This  the  managing-director  acknowledged,  for  he  told 
me  that  he  would  be  satisfied  if  he  could  obtain  10  per  cent,  oi 
solid  stone.  Machinery  for  cutting  and  polishing  the  stone  is 
already  on  the  spot,  as  is  also  the  material  for  the  tramway. 

In  March,  1901,  a  permit  for  che  working  of  a  lithographic 
stone  quarry,  situated  at  Tchatakaghil,  also  in  the  c^za  of  Michalitch 
and  merkez-sandjak  of  Broussa,  was  granted  to  Mr.  Gavin 
Gilchrist,  a  British  subject  of  Constantinople.  This  stone  is  of  a 
yellowish  buff  colour. 

Other  deposits  of  lithographic  stone  were  discovered  in  March, 
1901,  at  Dish-Kayah,  in  the  caza  of  Ghemlek  and  merkez-sandjak 
of  Broussa,  by  Mr.  Robert  Hammond  Gilbertson,  also  a  British 
subject,  and  for  the  working  of  which  a  petition  was  filed  last  year. 
Samples  of  this  stone  have  been  presented  to  the  local  authorities. 

These  deposits  are  of  various  hues  ;  from  a  yellowish  white  to 
light  buff,  reddish,  pearl  grey,  light  grey,  bluish,  pink  and  greenish 
colour.  The  stone  is  extraordinarily  pure  and  dense,  and  from  the 
extreme  fineness  of  the  sediment  forming  the  stone  delicate 
impressions  of  the  soft  parts  of  certain  animals  and  plants  have 
been  retained. 

At  Dudakli  and  Kyiajik,  in  the  caza  of  Broussa,  situated 
12  miles  to  the  north-east  of  the  latter  town,  lithographic  stone 
has  also  been  found.  Abdullah  Pasha,  proprietor  of  the  ground, 
has  applied  for  a  permit  to  work  these  deposits. 

Near  Timbos,  a  village  situated  on  the  road  to  Yenichehir  and 
18  miles  to  the  east  of  Broussa,  there  are  also  lithographic  stone 
deposits,  and  applications  for  permits  to  work  them  have  been 
made  by  several  Ottoman  subjects.  This  stone  is  of  a  yellowish 
buff  colour. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  nnd  Commerce  of  Bengazi  for  the  Years 
1900  and  1901 

By  Mb.  Consul  Alvarez. 

(Bcceired  at  Foreign  Office,  June  4,  1902.) 

The  total  number  of  vessels  which  passed  through  the  port  Shipping  and 
of    Bengazi    in    the    Year     1900    was    653     of    the    following  P^^^^*'" 
nationalities : — British,     German,     Greek,     Italian,     Norwegian, '" 
Ottoman,  Samian,  and  Tunisian,  with  an  aggregate   tonnage  of 
76,168  tons,  an  increase  in  immber  of  245,  or  more  than  half  as 
much  again  on  that  of  the  preceding  year,  while  that  in  tonnage  is 
somewhat  less  than  this  proportion.    This  is  to  be  accounted  for 
by  the  absence  of  British  steamers  usually  calling  for  grain  cargoes 
for  the  United  Kingdom,  the  diminution  by  nearly  50  per  cent, 
in  the   number  of  Maltese   steamers  which  have  hitherto  plied 
along   this  coast,  and   a  decrease   in  the   tonnage    of    Ottoman 
steamers. 

The  tonnage  of  85  steamers  wliich  entered  and  cleared  from 
this  port  was  64,251  tons  while  that  of  568  sailing  vessels  was 
11,917  tons  in  both  cases,  a  considerable  increase  on  those  of  the 
previous  year,  in  the  first  instance  of  nearly  43  per  cent.,  and  in 
the  second  of  nearly  56  per  cent. 

18  Maltese  steamers  of  a  tonnage  of  6,728  which  usually  British 
ply  between  this  port  and  Alexandria,  Candia,  Canea,  Dema,  *^^"*8o- 
Malta,  Mesurata  and  Tripoli,  called  in  the  course  of  the  year.  As 
37  British  steamers  came  here  in  1899,  the  drop  was  very  con- 
siderable and  still  more  so  in  the  tonnage.  The  difficulty,  not  to 
say  impossibility  of  competing  successfully  with  the  subsidised 
steamers  of  the  SocietJL  di  Navigazione  Italiana  is  manifest. 
11  barques  of  554  tons  plj^ng  between  various  ports  on  this  coast, 
Canea  and  Malta  did  a  good  business  by  the  transport  of  grain 
cargoes  to  Mesurata,  Sert  and  Zelyten,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
crops  in  the  western  portion  of  the  Eegency.  The  proportion  to 
the  total  tonnage  was  not  quite  10  per  cent.,  or  about  the  same  as 
in  1890,  although  that  of  the  sailing  vessels  was  more  than  three 
time^  that  attained  in  any  year  of  the  past  decade. 

Italian  vessels  were  51  in  number,  of  a  total,  tonnage  of  41,875,  Foreign 
all   steamers   with  the  exception  of  a  small  barque  of  50  tons.  ^°°*g®- 
riu8)  A  2 
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Their  proportion  to  the  entire  tonnage  was  neaily  55  per  cent,  or 
more  than  three  times  that  attained  in  the  previous  year. 

Xext  on  the  list  come  14  Ottoman  steamers  of  12,002  tons  and 
301  sailing  vessels  with  a  tonnage  of  7,714  representing  not  quite 
26  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  and  showing  an  increase  of  slightly 
over  9  per  cent,  when  compared  with  the  tonnage  of  the  previous 
year. 

There  was  an  improvement  in  the  numbers,  although  accom- 
panied by  a  decrease  in  the  tonnage,  of  the  Hellenic  vessels  when 
compared  with  the  figures  for  1899,  231  barques  with  a  tonnage  of 
2,700  haviug  entered  and  cleared  from  Bengazi  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  They  were  of  course  mainly  engaged  in  the  sponge 
fishery,  and  formed  about  3^  per  cent,  of  the  entire  tonnage. 

Two  German  steamers  of  2,883  tons,  one  Norwegian  steamer  of 
813  tons,  20  Tunisian  and  4  Samian  barques  with  tonnages  of  848 
and  51  tons  respectively  make  up  the  tale  of  the  Bengazi  naviga- 
tion during  the  last  year  of  the  19th  century.  Owing  to  the 
partial  failure  of  the  crops  in  Tunisia  there  was  a  brisk  exportation 
of  grain  to  that  Eegency,  and  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  vessels  calling  here  under  the  Tunisian  flag. 

When  compared  with  the  averages  for  the  previous  year  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  average  British  tonnage  has  dropped  from  419^ 
tons  approximately  to  25  ly'^  tons,  while  that  of  the  navigation  in 
general  has  had  a  much  less  perceptible  decrease  from  129 J  to 
116^  tons. 

in  1901  470  vessels  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  82,401  tons 
passed  through  this  port.  Their  nationalities  were  Austro- 
Hungarian,  British,  Hellenic,  Italian,  Norwegian,  Ottoman  and 
Tunisian.  The  decrease  in  number  when  compared  with  that 
attained  in  the  previous  year  is  to  be  explained  by  an  immense 
drop  in  the  number  of  Ottoman  sailing  vessels  usually  frequenting 
Bengazi.  The  increase  in  tonnage,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of 
any  German  steamers,  usually  of  large  tonnage,  is  chiefly  due  to  the 
increase  of  the  number  of  British  steamers  and  of  Italian  tonnage 
at  this  port.  In  all  there  were  90  steamei*s  of  70,089  tons,  and 
38u  sailing  vessels  of  12,312  tons,  showing  in  both  cases  a  slight 
increase  when  compared  with  1900. 

The  tonnage  of  22  British  vessels,  all  steamers,  amounted  to 
9,663  tons.  Four  steamers  more  than  in  the  preceding  year  called 
here,  but  as  several  of  these  were  of  over  or  nearly  1,000  tons  the 
increase  in  tonnage  was  over  40  per  cent.  The  proportion  of 
British  tonnage  to  the  whole  was  nearly  12  per  cent.,  a  slight 
improvement  on  the  previous  year. 

This  year  the  Greeks  had  the  largest  number  of  vessels,  233 
barques,  5,287  tons,  and  two  steamers,  1,630  tons,  in  Bengazi 
watei-s,  as  regards  the  former  two  more  than  in  1900.  The 
tonnage  of  the  sailing  vessels  was,  however,  nearly  twice  that 
attained  in  the  previous  year,  when  no  Greek  steamers  called. 
The  Greek  share  in  the  shipping  tonnage  of  this  port  was  6,917 
tons,  about  8  per  cent. 

Next  in  point  of  numbers  come  Ottoman  vessels,  128  barques 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BENGAZI.  5 

of  6,201  tons,  and  13  steamers  of  10,407  tons,  in  both  cases  a  con- 
siderable diminution  on  comparison  being  made  with  the  results 
attained  the  year  before,  although  the  total  tonnage  is  still  over 
19  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

Tonnage  under  the  Italian  flag  amounted  to  47,130  tons, 
showing,  although  the  number  of  the  steamers  was  the  same,  a 
steady  increase  this  year  of  over  12^  per  cent.  The  proportion  to 
the  whole  was  slightly  more  than  57  per  cent. 

The  other  vessels  passing  through  this  port  were  one  Norwegian 
steamer  of  813  tons,  an  Austro-Hungarian  of  446  tons,  and  19 
Tunisian  barques  with  a  tonnage  of  824  tons. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year's  averages,  British  tonnage  Average- 
in  1901  shows  an  increase  by  75  per  cent.,  while  the  general  *^"'^®- 
average  increased  by  about  51  per  cent. 
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Imports.  The  approximate  value  of    the  imports  into  Bengazi   in  the 

year  1900  was  120,130/.,  and  in  the  following  year,  155,926i. 
When  compared  with  the  results  obtained  in  the  two  previous 
years,  which  totalled  150,449/.,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  an 
increase  of  over  80  per  cent.  Although  the  crops  were,  in  com- 
parison with  those  years,  relatively  more  abundant  in  1900,  and 
superlatively  so  last  year,  the  importation  of  rice,  flour  and  semo- 
lina in  each  year  has  been  considerably  over  the  average.  Against 
this,  however,  must  be  set  the  complete  absence  of  any  imports 
into  this  district  of  maize  and  wheat. 

As  in  the  two  previous  years,  the  article  for  which  there  was 
most  demand  in  1900  was  T-cloth,  in  three  varieties,  including 
that  locally  known  as  "  sraainy  "  (ismaily)  in  pieces  of  14  yards, 
mostly  destined  for  export  to  Waday,  although  taken  generally, 
the  quantity  imported  in  that  year  fell  far  short  of  the  abnormal 
previous  import,  and  prices  declined.  The  import  of  blue  cloth 
and  long-cloth,  however,  increased  slightly,  and  there  was  a  corre- 
sponding rise  in  price  for  these  articles.  In  1901,  as  caravans 
were  much  less  numerous  than  in  the  previous  year,  the  import 
of  all  these  articles,  with  the  exception  of  T-cloth  of  the 
longest  quantity,  the  demand  for  which  remained  stationary, 
sensibly  diminished.  The  only  articles  in  this  category  of  goods, 
the  demand  for  which  showed  an  improvement,  were  prints. 

Other  articles,  the  import  of  which  has  progressively  increased 
in  the  course  of  the  last  two  years  when  compared  with  others, 
are  sugar,  which  has  increased  by  150  per  cent.,  tea  by  100  per 
cent.,  rice  and  coffee  by  60  per  cent.,  and  olive  oil  from  Canea  by 
over  50  per  cent,  Sudan  and  tanned  hides  by  half  as  much  again, 
buffalo  hides  by  about  33  per  cent,  petroleum  by  about  26  per 
cent,  &c.  The  increase  in  the  import  of  gold  work  is  more  than 
550  per  cent.,  silver  work  more  than  220  per  cent.,  gold  and 
silver  embroidery  and  red  silk  mantles  more  than  twice  as  much 
as  in  the  previous  year.  The  doubling  of  that  of  silk  handkerchiefs, 
barracans  and  cloth,  the  increase  of  the  import  of  drugs  and  per- 
fumery by  nearly  67  per  cent,  as  well  as  that  of  Persian  carpets, 
and  the  large  immber  of  marriages  which  took  place  last  year  in 
consequence  of  the  abundance  of  the  crops,  are  all  sure  indica- 
tions of  the  improvement  in  the  material  prosperity  of  the 
natives  in  1901  as  compared  with  1900.  Signs  of  the 
insecurity  which,  however,  unfortunately  prevails  in  the  interior 
of  the  province,  are  the  facts  that  the  import  of  tire-arms  is  10 
times  as  large  as  it  was,  with  a  huge  fall  in  prices,  due  to  the  fact 
that  Gras  rifles  and  others  of  very  old  type  have  been  largely 
smuggled  into  the  country.  The  larger  import  of  gunpowder  has 
also  brought  down  its  price  from  4«.  to  2».,  or  even  to  Is.  6rf.,  the 
oke  (2*83  lbs.).     Kevolvers  have  increased  by  50  per  cent 

The  extraordinary  consumption  of  sugar  and  tea  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  all  classes  of  the  population  are  gradually  getting  more 
accustomed  to  their  habitual  use,  which  is  becoming  general,  even 
among  the  Bedouins  of  the  interior.  The  increased  import  of 
cotton  and  woollen  barracans,  accompanied  in  each  case  by  a  slight 
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fall  in  prices,  is  due  to  their  being  genei-ally  preferred  to  the 
mantles,  which,  owing  to  their  being  only  used  by  negresses,  has 
led  to  their  importation  l)eing  very  considerably  decreased.  The 
arrival  of  a  large  number  of  Mesuratine  reapers,  who,  after  the 
harvest,  provide  themselves  with  barracans,  also  accounts  for  the 
increased  demand. 

With  the  exception  of  candles,  in  which  there  was  a  decrease 
in  import  of  50  per  cent.,  due  to  a  more  general  use  of  petroleum 
as  cheaper,  and  an  increase  of  that  of  wood,  accompanied  by 
a  slight  fall  in  price,  most  other  goods  imported  remained 
stationary. 

Approximate  Return  of  Exports  from  Bengazi  durmg  the  Year  Bxporti* 
1900-01,  showing    the    Port    or    Country   of   Destination, 
Quantity  and  Value  in  Sterling. 


Quantity. 


Articles. 


Port  or  Country  of  Destination. 


Animals- 

Camels  

Aleiandrla 

CatUe     

Malta 

Hones 

Alexandria,  BCalta 

Sheep     

Alexandria,  Malta 

Barley       

United  Kingdom,  TripoU,  Dema, 

Mesurata,  Tunis...       

Wheat       

Tripoli,  Dema        

Dyewood 

Alexandria 

ElTRt          

Malta 

Ooas-skins 

MarseUlas    

iTory         

United  Kinffdom 

Matdoff     

Ostrich  feathers  ... 

France          

Wool         

Marseilles,  Malta  ...       

Value. 


i»00. 


Number         6,000 1      6,000*    2A.000  26.000 

„               6,000,      7,000  1    24,000  28,000 

.,                  SOO I         500        2,000  2,000 

„          I  160,000    200,000  j    64,000  80,000 

...      I       ...         116,000  136,000 


Kilos. 
Bales 


Bales    .. 
Bundles 


Bales 


200,000 

I     8,000 

8,000 

"eoo 
I'iooo 
9,'boo 


Total    ... 
Grand  total 


600,000      2S,000 

10,000  ,         600 

6,000        8,000 

1,200 

600,      7,000 

'    16,600 

260 

16,000 

10,0C0|    27,000 


1,000 


60,000 
2,000 
6,000 
1,200 
7,000 
7,800 
260 
6,620 

80,000 


I  99,660,  119,280 
214,660  264,280 


An  enormous  rise  even  more  remarkable  than  that  in  the  case 
of  imports  is  to  be  observed  in  the  exports  of  the  last  two  years 
when  compared  with  the  results  obtained  in  tlie  previous  biennial 
period.  In  1900  their  approximate  value  was  214,560/., 
during  last  year  rose  to  254,280/.,  a  total  for  the  two  years  of 
468,840/.,  or  not  far  from  three  times  that  of  the  previous  period* 
This  is  due  to  the  facts  that  nearly  three  times  as  much  barley, 
more  than  twice  as  much  wool  and  matting  and  nearly  twice 
as  much  dyewood  were  exported  from  this  town;  that  ivory  and 
ostrich  feathers  from  Waday  and  the  interior  have  reappeared  in 
European  markets,  and  that  there  has  been  quite  a  boom  in  eggs. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  has  been  no  export  of  butter  or  sulphur 
from  this  section  of  the  province. 

The  export  of  animals  has  also  greatly  increased  in  value,  to 
more  than  four  times  the  amount  attained  during  the  last  biennial 
period  anterior  to  that  to  which  this  report  refers.    This  increase 
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trade. 


is  most  remarkable  in  the  case  of  sheep,  the  export  of  which, 
chiefly  to  Alexandria,  mainly  by  land  but  occasionally  by  sea,  has, 
in  spite  of  the  oppressive  tax  known  as  Derbend  Defne,  more 
than  quadrupled,  while  that  of  camels  and  horses  has  more  than 
doubled. 

Caravans  Leaving  for  Waday  in  the  Course  of  the  Year  1900. 


Number  of  Loads  of — 


Caravans  belonging  to- 


Manufactured     n-„«-   G.,— 

aoods  Cottons,  '^'"f;lT'* 


Bilks,  &c. 


Tea,  Ac. 


Private  individuals       •  •  < 

Mejabra  . .         • . 

Moroccans  

Zewaja   .. 

Total  .•         .,; 

i 

,1    Tttlue .  •         • . 


260 

80 

250 

80 

140 

36 

140 

35 

790 

231 

200 

65 

120 

40 

160 

50 

1,270 

386 

I 

J 

£ 

49,680 


Caravans  Leaving  for  Waday  in  the  Course  of  the  Year  1901. 


Number  of  Loads  of — 

Caravans  belonging  to  — 

Manufactured  *  •n-,,^-  a.,«-« 

Goods,  Cottons,   ^'^f  *  i"/' ' 

Silks,  Ac.              ^**'*^- 

r 

100 
90 

30 
30 

Private  individuals 

^ 

75 

2o 

V. 

60 

20 

60 

15 

375 

120 

^lejabra  . 

•          •  •          •  • 

150 

50 

Zewaja    . 

Total 

•  • 

90 

30 

615 

200 

V ^- 

J 

£ 

„    value.. 

•• 

24,450 

Caravan  tmde        Having  been  unable,  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes,  to  obtain 

with  the  accurate  information  concerning  the  export  trade  of  Waday  with 

imeiior.  ox-  j 
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this  coast  by  caravan  for  1900  and  1901,  I  can  only  give  the 
accompanying  tables  showing  its  import  trade  for  these  years 
in  this  direction.  The  improvement  in  trade,  to  which  I  referred 
in  my  last  report,  continued  during  1900,  when  it  may  be  said  to 
have  reached  its  climax,  but  owing  to  the  disturbed  condition  of 
Waday,  which  has  again  been  suffering  from  internal  dissensions, 
consequent  on  a  disputed  succession  to  the  tlurone  and  the  ferment 
in  the  interior  generally,  caused  by  the  outbreak  of  hostilities 
between  the  French  and  the  Senneys  in  Kanem,  the  trade  between 
Darfur,  Waday,  Kanem  and  the  coast,  which  has  several  times  been 
stopped,  may  be  said  to  have  come  to  a  standstill,  and  the  outlook 
from  a  mercantile  point  of  view  is  the  reverse  of  promising.  The 
export  of  ivory  and  ostrich  feathers  from  Bengazi  to  Europe, 
which  had  been  checked  by  the  heavy  fall  of  prices,  recommenced 
in  1900,  when  the  former  attained  the  amount  of  16,500i.,  the 
highest  result  attained  in  any  one  year  since  1889  and  1890,  re- 
ceding, however,  in  the  following  year  to  7,300/.,  the  lowest  figure 
within  the  last  decade.  Ostrich  feathers,  which  were  exported 
from  here  to  the  value  of  16,000/.  in  the  first  of  these  two  years, 
also  receded  to  nearly  a  third  of  this  amount  last  year. 

Although  since  June  9,  1898,  there  has  been  no  official  modifi-  BielitnicB. 
cation  of  the  rate  ol  exchange,  since  January  1,  old  style,  this 
year  the  following  rates  for  the  coins  mentioned  below  have  found 
general  acceptance  in  local  commercial  circles:  140  pias.  the 
sovereign,  and  112  pias.  the  Napoleon  or  20  fr.  piece.  The  values 
of  other  coins  have  not  changed. 

The  estimated  total  of  the  Ottoman  Public  Debt's  receipts  in  Ottommn 
this  Nazaret  for  the  financial  year  1900-01  amounted  to  15,250/.,  P^Wicdabt. 
showing  an  increase  of  about  10  per  cent,  when  compared  with 
those  obtained  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  to  be  explained  by  the 
increase  of  revenue  derived  from  the  sale  of  salt,  the  stamp  taxes, 
fisheries,  and  the  issue  of  permits  to  sponge  fishers.  The  extrac- 
tion of  salt,  which  for  the  last  six  years  had  been  suspended,  was 
renewed  in  September  of  that  year  with  very  beneficial  results  to 
the  poorer  classes  of  the  population  of  Bengazi,  who  found  a  very 
much-needed  remunerative  employment. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


12 


BENGAZI. 


Tables  showing  the  Receipts  of  the  Nazaret  of  Bengazi  for  the 
Financial  Yeai-s  1316  (1900-01)  and  1317  (1901-02). 

Old  Conceded  Revenues. 


Salt        

Spirito — 
Tax  on  production     . .  . .  i 

License  tax  or  permit  ot  sale  ! 

Stamp  tax 

Special  stamp  tax 

Fines 

Miti-ellaneous    .. 

Total  . .         . . ! 


Approximate  Amount. 


1900-01. 
(1816.) 


8,888 

1,075 
217 

1,758 
182 

"44 


11,661 


1901-^2. 
(1817.) 


£ 
15,000 

1,186 
163 

1,591 

191 

36 

245 


18,864 


New  Revenues. 


Approximate  Amount. 


1900-01. 
(1316.) 


Fisheries..         ••         •• 
Fishing  permits  (sponges,  &o.) 
Game  licenses    ., 
Tax  on  furs 
Sponge  tithe 
Special  stamp  tax 

Tumbeky. 

Fines 

Miscellaneous     .. 

! 

Total  ..         ..  8,588 


1901-02. 

(1317.) 


£ 

£ 

789 

772 

2,568 

2,154 

6 

7 

1 

1 

20 

27 

183S 

191 

1 

7 

, , 

8 

10 

2   • 

8,166 


Note. — Fractions  of  1/.  omitted. 

The  estimated  total  of  the  Ottoman  Pubhc  Debt's  receipts  in 
this  Nazaret  for  the  last  financial  year  amounted  to  21,530/., 
showing,  when  compared  with  the  results  obtained  in  the  previous 
year,  an  increase  of  6,256/.,  or  slightly  over  40  per  cent.  This 
calculation  is  made  on  the  amount  of  15,274/.,  the  sum  actually 
realised  in  1900-01,  and  the  reality  in  the  case  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  is  also  likely  to  exceed  the  estimate.  Decreases  in 
the  amounts  produced  by  the  spirit  license  tax,  that  on  the  con- 
sumption of  spirits,  stamp  tax,  sponge  fisheiy  permits,  &c.,  are 
more  likely  to  be  amply  compensated  for  by  increases  in  the 
revenue  derived  from  fisheries,  special  stamp  tax,  sponge  tithe. 
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fines,  tumbeky,  &c.,  and  more  especially  from  the  extraction  of  salt, 
the  revenue  from  which  alone  is  expected  to  produce  an  increase 
of  about  7o  per  cent. 

Both  in  1900  and  1901  the  rainfall  in  the  winter  was  unusually  Agriciiltiur©. 
heavy,  especially  so  in  the  latter  months  of  last  year  and  January 
of  the  present  year.  In  December  no  less  than  2  inches  of  rain 
fell  and  1  inch  on  January  6  alone,  three  times  the  highest  previous 
record.  On  December  10, 1900,  two  torrents,  the  Wady  Gatara 
and  the  Wadyen  Nahr,  which  meet  about  eight  or  nine  hours 
distance  from  Bengazi  and  which  are  usually  of  great  benefit 
for  irrigation  purposes  when  swollen  by  heavy  rains,  overflowed 
their  banks  and  did  great  damage  to  animals  and  property  at 
Berka,  Fwayhad  and  other  places  further  away.  No  similar 
inundation  had  occurred  for  nearly  40  years,  and  the  crops  amply 
justified  the  expectations  which  were  entertained  as  to  their 
abundance,  and  the  pasturage  both  this  year  and  last  year  has 
been  exceptionally  good. 

In  August,  1900,  there  was  an  outbreak  of  sheep  pox, 
alleged,  and  with  truth,  to  have  been  imported  into  this 
province  by  sheep  brought  over  from  Mesurata  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  the  pasturage  there,  but  fortunately  for  the  inhabit- 
ants of  a  country  so  largely  depending  on  the  traffic  in  cattle  and 
other  animals  for  their  subsistence,  was  of  a  comparatively  mild 
character  and  of  short  duration,  as  by  the  end  of  September  it  had 
ceased,  and  the  mortality  was  slight.  But  within  the  last  20  days 
of  that  month  it  was  reported  that  isolated  cases  of  cattle  plague 
and  anthrax  had  appeared  among  beasts  from  Mesurata  at 
Khwebia  in  the  vicinity  of  Bengazi  and  at  other  places  in  the 
interior  of  the  province.  Enquiry  made  into  the  existence  of  an 
alleged  great  mortality  among  animals  in  the  interior,  did  not 
show  that  any  disease  other  than  sheep  pox  had  existed,  and  such 
mortality  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  privations  endured  by  the 
animals  and  the  neglect  of  the  Arabs  to  provide  themselves  with 
fodder  for  them  until  the  coming  of  the  rains,  on  which  the  agri- 
cultural prosperity  of  this  country  so  completely  depends,  relieves 
them  from  anxiety. 

The  establishment  of  an  Italian   post  office  at  Bengazi   has  Postal  com. 
improved  the  security  of  postal  communications,  which  are  also  miiMeatioM. 
now  more  frequent  with  Europe  viS,  Malta,  Canea,  or  Tripoli,  and 
the  introduction  of  a  money  order  and  parcel  post  system  are 
great  conveniences,  the  lack  of  which  was  previously  seriously 
felt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14 


BBNGAZI. 


Toh«x5o.  COMPARATIVB  Table  showing  tlie  Amounts  Realised  Annually 
from  the  Sales  of  Tobacco  in  the  Mudiriet  of  Bengazi  since 
the  Establishment  of  the  Tobacco  E6gie. 


Sales 


lear. 


Bengazi. 


1884 
1883 
18H6 
1887 
18f8 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 


Total 


Piastre:*. 
232,147  i 
332,169 
363,3941 
313,021 
319,073 
487,818 
616,21  U 
615,977 
462,723i 
449.511 
501.435 
626,987 
737,961 
715.B42i 
705,205 
716,673 
790,721i 

8,776,770i 


Doma. 


Piastres. 
38.550 
65,362^ 
72.860 
48,518 
52,h35i 
60.015 
97,710 
92.689 
97,8261 
87,l60i 
113,876J 
96,800 
160,495 
114,400 
145,650 
112,800 
122,910 

1,569,959 


T.ftal. 


Piastres. 
270,6971 
887,6311 
436,254i 
361,539 
371,9081 
547,833 
613,0*ai 
606,660 
550,550 
586,67  If 
616.811} 
728,787 
898,456 
830,2421 
850,855 
828,873 
918,631i 

10,346,7291 


During  the  last  17  years  of  the  19th  century 
8,776,770J  pias.  (say  76,590/!!)  worth  of  tobacco  has  been 
disposed  of  at  Bengazi,  and  1,569,959  pias.  (say  13,718/.)  worth 
at  Derna,  showing  an  annual  average  of  about  516,163  pias. 
(4,511  10s.)  at  the  former  place  and  92,350  pias.  (about  807/.)  at 
the  latter,  and  a  grand  total  of  10,346,729  J  pias.  (about  90,;i08/.) 
for  the  whole  of  the  province.  The  results  obtained  ill  the  last 
six  years  (1895-1900),  on  comparison  l^eing  made  with  those  of 
the  six  previous  years,  show  an  increase  of  1,612,891  pias.  (over 
14,662/.),  and  are  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  energy  and 
capacity  shown  by  the  representatives  of  the  Regie  at  Bengetzi, 
and  the  consequent  diminution  of  the  smuggling  formerly  so  rife. 


Derna. 


Si  lipping  and 
iiavigaHoD. 


Ytom  Consular- Acrent  Farrugias  reports  I  am  able  to  state 
that  in  the  year  1900  67  vessels  entered  and  cleared  from  Derna 
harbour  under  the  British,  ItaUan  and  Ottoman  flags.  Of  these 
42  were  steamers  and  25  sailing  vessels,  all  the  latter  being 
Ottoman,  while  of  the  steamers  2  were  British,  25  Italian  and 
15  Ottoman.  The  aggregate  tonnage  was  35,111  tons,  of  which 
34,045  tons  belonged  to  steamers  and  1,066  tons  to  other  vessels. 
The  Italian  steamers  were  at  the  top  of  the  list  with  20,546  tons, 
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then  came  the  Ottoman  with  12,251  tons,  while  the  British  were 
a  bad  third  with  only  1,248  tons. 

In  1901  there  is  to  be  observed  a  decrease  in  the  tonnage  of 
the  vessels  frequenting  that  port,  although  the  number  was  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  34,335  tons  1,310  tons  were 
under  the  British,  21,919  tons  under  the  Italian  and  11,106  tons 
under  the  Ottoman  flags  respectively,  while  the  number  of  the 
steamers  was  in  the  same  oider,  3,  26  and  12,  the  last  having  a 
tonnage  of  9,960  tons.  Barques,  which  were  aU  Ottoman,  were 
26  in  number,  of  1,146  tons.  In  comparison  with  the  previous 
year  a  distinct  improvement,  except  as  regards  Ottoman  steamers, 
which  both  in  number  and  tonnage  show  a  decrease,  is  to  be 
noticed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Maltese  steamers 
which  formerly  constituted  the  principal  if  not  the  sole  means  of 
direct  communication  between  Alexandria  and  Dema  will  again 
take  up  that  service. 

The  average  tonnage  of  the  navigation  in  general  for  1900  was 
a  fraction  over  524  tons,  and  for  last  year  nearly  512J  tons. 
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Approximate  Return  of  Imports  into  Deraa  during  the  Year 
1901,  showing  the  Port  or  Country  of  Origin,  Quantity  and 
Value  in  Sterling. 


ArticlM. 


Anb  clothincf— 
Umracitni  .,. 
Blue  cloth     ... 

BarUj    .. 

Bears     

Bottles 

Bnmdy 

Backets 

Builalo-hides    ... 

Butter-milk      ... 

Candles 

Cement 

Cloves    

Coffee    ... 

Cotton  i(oo4s    ... 

Dioscorides 

Drujrs    

Dry  fruit 

Fruit— 

Dates 

Lemons 
Melons 
Oranges 


Port  or  Country  of  Origin. 


Flour     ...        .M 
Articles  of  furniture  ... 

Earthenware    

Glass  of  all  kinds 

Hateheu  

Henna    

Hides     

Locums  and  sweets,  dto. 

ICacaronl 

Maise     

Manufactured  goods ... 

Matches 

Matting 

Medicines        

OU         

OUres     

Onions 

Paper     

Pepper  

Petroleum        

Planks 

Potatoes 

Preierves         

Bice       

Bum,  spirits,  drc. 

8ago       

Seeds 

Semolina  

Sieves     

Soap       

Sugar     

Sulphur 

Tallow 

Tea         

Tumbcky  

VeK«tables       

Wheat 

Wine      

Woollen  goods 

Miscellaneous 


Renffazi,  iripoli  

,   Alexandria        

I  BengMSi.  Salonica        

Smyrna,  Trie«te  

MatstriUed  „ 

PlrsBUii     

Alexandria,  Tripoli      

'  Marsfiilee  

I  Canea      

<  Marsetlles  

j  Trieste     

!  Tripoli     ^        

'  Marseilles,  trieste       

Alexandria,      Bengasi,       Smyrna, 

Tripoli 

I  Alexandria,  Tripoli      

!  iripoli      

Alexandria,      Canea,      Marseilles, 
Betbymo,  Trieste     

Mesurata . , 

Tripoli     .' 

Bentrazi,  Malta 

Canea,  Tripoli ^ 

Canea,  Smyrna ...        ...        

Malta,  Marseilles,  Salonica,  Tripoli... 

Malta.  Marretlles         

Bengazl,  I'ripoli  

Trieste     

Trieite     

Tripoli     

Tripoli      

bcio,  Smyrna     

Tripoli      

Constantinople,  Salonica,  Samsun   ... 
Bengazi.     Alexandria,      Smyrna,/ 

Tripoli \ 

Belgium,  Malta,  Tripoli         

MMurata ...        ...        ...        ... 

MarselUee  

Candia,  Canea,  Mltylene,  Betbymo/ 

Canea,  Smyrna ...       m.       

Canea      ...       

Naples,  Trieste*  Tripoli         

TripoU     

Malta,  TripoU -[ 

Trieste     

Malta,  Trieste,  Tripoli 

Canea,  Malta     

Alexandria        

Trieste,  Smyrna,  Tripoli,  Canea      •( 

Canea      ...        ^ 

Smyrna,  Tripoli  

Salonica,  Smyrna         

Tiipoli     

Canea,  Mitylene  < 

Malta,  Trieste / 

Tripoli     

Canea      

Tripoli     

Bengazi 

Alexandria,     Gallipoll,     Salonica, 

Smyrna  

BenRazi,   Constantinople,  Samsun, 

Smyrna  

Canea,  Smyrna 

Gabes,  Gerba,  Meaurata,  Tripoli,    f 

Alexandria \ 


Quantity.         Value. 


Cases 
Bales 

Sauks 

Cases 

_  »» 
Lots 

Barrels 


Saoka 


Sacks 


Baskets 
Barrels    , 
iTumber 
Barrels 
Sacks 

ti 
Number 
Lots 
Cases 
Number 
Sacks 
Cases 


Sacks 

Cases 

Bales 

Cases 

]»ts 

Cases 

Barrels 

SMks 
Bales 
Sacks 


Barrels 

Number 

Sacks 

Casks 

Sacks 

Barrels 

Cases 

Sacks 


Cases 

>acks 
Cases 
Sacks 


3 

2 
4,S74 

94 
7 
16 
11 

*"« 

172 

5 

2 

66 


86 

1 


Ml 

8 

262 

9 

14 

1,686 

6 

17 

21 

60 

28 

7 

26 

II 

2,462 

29 

142 

24 

166 

1 

140 

1,764 

6 

66 

6 

6 

160 

26 

700 

115 

2 


Cases 
ft 

Sacks 


Barrels 

Bales 

Cases 


22,000 

1,760 

16 

7 

16 

40 

6 

12 

U 

16 

163 

120 

2 

2 

96 
112 

}    - 

127 

240 

1,066 

760 

8 

2 

6 

4 

116 

400 

2 

12 

83 

09 

l,^^8 

1,268 

2 

6 

SD 

760 

4 

128 

6 

... 

20,672 

62 

n 

29 
7 

12 

16 

160 

8 

60 
3 

12 
1,660 

200 
66 

8 

38 

600 

I' 

12 

8 

1,287 

60 

40 

2 

40 

60 

20 

16 

1,669 

200 

2,660 

62 

108 

12 

680 

1,734 

19 

22 

16 

4 

40 

32 

30 

69 

6 


KoTE.— Fractions  of  II.  omitu-d. 
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Appboximate  fiet'iim  of  Exports  from  Derna  during  the  Year  Sxporto. 
1901,  showing  the  Port  of  Destination,  Quantity  and  Value 
in  Sterling. 


Artldw. 

Port  of  Destination. 

Qoanaty. 

Value. 

AnimalB— 

£ 

G<»att ... 

Ganea     

... 

Number  ... 

147 

60 

Hones          

Canea       

„ 

S 

62 

Ox«ii 

Canea,  Malta     

... 

n            •  • 

206 

64 

Sheep...       

Canea     

Total        

Bengasi^  Malta,  Tripoli 

{ 

Bunches  ... 
Lots 

4 

2 

... 

168 

Bananae          

76 
2» 

0 
63 

Bones     

Trieste     

Sacks       ... 

167 

12 

Butter 

Alexandria,    Candia,    Canea, 

Be'-' 

thTmo,  SeiO)  Smyrna 

...    Cases 

834 

2,060 

Carpets 

Cow-skins        

Bengasi,  PripoU  of  Syria       ... 
Canea,  Scio       

...|  Bales 
...      ,f 

16 
77 

200 
992 

Dyewood          

Alexandria       

...  Saeks      ... 

10 

12 

Eigs      

Malta       

...,  Cases 

4 

8 

Ooats*  bair       

Bengasi 

...1  Sacks       ... 

8 

2 

GoatHiUns       

Marseilles          

...  Bales       ... 

407 

3,907 

Hides     

Bengasi 

1 
...      „ 

1 

13 

Millstones        ^, 

Bengasi 

Number  ... 

12 

4 

Orangeade       

Beosazl 

... 

Cases 

1 

!♦ 

Pepper  

Bengasi,  Tripoli          

... 

Sacks       ... 

6 

6 

po^7i  ...    .-    •. 

Canea 

... 

Csses 

4 

12 

Pomegranates 

Bengasi,  TripoU          

{ 

Barrels    ... 
Oases       ... 

4 
66 

3 
25 

SalTla    

Bengasi,  TripoU          

Marseilles,  Trieste       

Sacks       ... 

4 

2 

Sheepskins     

M. 

Bales 

22 

71 

TaUow 

Tripoli     ...       

... 

Sacks 

S 

4 

Tanned  skins 

Bengasi 

Bales 

6 

48 

WaiersUns      

Bengasi ... 

... 

„ 

1 

8 

Wax      

Malta       

... 

Cases       ... 

11 

48 

Wool      ...       

Maneilles,  Tripoli       

{ 

bales 
Sacks       ... 

206 
10 

800 
16 

Woollen  efeott 

Bengasi  ...       ...       

TWal         

Bales 

24 

60 

8,633 

•Hearty. 

Non.— Pnotions  of  H.  omitted. 

Owing  to  Consular- Agent  Farrugia's  inability  to  obtain,  for  the 
year  1900,  from  official  or  private  sources  of  information,  anything 
move  than  incomplete  or  partial  statistics,  which,  of  course,  would 
be  misleading,  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  that  year,  comparison 
of  the  results  attained  last  year  must  be  made  with  those  of  the 
year  1899.  In  the  imports  an  increase  of  nearly  67  per  cent,  is 
to  be  noticed,  due  mainly  to  the  considerable  quantity  of  barley, 
maize,  wheat  and  flour  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  the  crops  generally  during  the  past  three  years,  which 
has  caused  great  miseiy  among  the  natives  and  ruined  many  of 

them. 

In  the  case  of  other  articles  of  food  the  import  of  rice  and  oil 
from  Alexandria  and  Crete  respectively  has  more  than  tripled, 
that  of  cofiFee  has  increased  ten-fold,  that  of  dates  more  than  seven- 
fold, those  of  dried  fruit  and  potatoes  more  than  doubled,  while 
that  of  sugar,  &c.,  has  nearly  doubled,  and  butter-milk,  macaroni, 
melons,  olives,  onions,  beans  and  other  vegetables,  oranges,  preserves, 
raisins,  sago  and  semolina  have  been  introduced  to  the  Derna 
market  The  import  of  candles,  earthenware,  glass,  hides,  matting, 
(108)  •    B 
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soap,  tea,  wines  and  spirits  and  wood  has  also  appreciably  increased. 
On  the  other  hand  there  has  been  a  remarkable  decrease  in  the 
importation  of  articles  of  Arab  clothing,  cotton  and  manufactured 
goods,  drugs  and  medicines,  and  petroleum. 

Coming  to  the  exports  a  drop  of  more  than  49  per  cent,  is  to 
be  observed,  caused  chiefly  by  the  absence  of  export  of  animals  to 
Alexandria,  which  was  such  a  remarkable  feature  in  the  results 
obtained  in  1899,  and  which  is  not  in  any  way  compensated  by 
the  abnormal  increase  in  the  export  of  most  articles  referred  to  in 
the  list  for  that  year.  Thus  nearly  4,000/.  worth  of  goat-skins  were 
exported,  as  against  54Z.  worth  of  that  article  in  1899,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  cow-skins,  wool  and  woollen  material  and  carpets, 
while  there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  butter 
exported,  as  also  a  large  export  of  various  articles  of  agricultural 
and  horticultural  produce. 
Oommeroe  Trade,  except  in  cereals  and  other  articles  of  food,  is  usually 

and  very  slack  and  rarely  on  the  basis  of  immediate  cash  payments, 

■gnoulture.  p^j.  example  rice,  the  price  of  which  fluctuates  between  87  J  and 
90  pias.  the  sah  (23*215  gallons)  if  bought  on  credit,  with  security 
for  six  months,  fetches  from  160  to  180  pias.  the  quintal  of  50  okes 
(]41  lbs.),  and  barley,  60  pias.  per  sah  of  3  kilos,  if  bought  on 
four  months'  credit  fetches  80  pias.  the  sah.  Maize  is  usually 
purchased  by  the  Bedouins  at  the  beginning  of  spring  when 
milk  is  abundant  and  they  can  indulge  in  their  favourite  dish 
of  "basisa,'*  which  is  something  like  polenta  in  taste  and  is  a 
compound  of  butter-milk  and  maize  flour  after  its  oil  has  been 
extracted. 

Notwithstanding  the  abundance  of  sweet  water  either  from 
springs  round  about  the  town  or  from  a  large  stream  which 
runs  through  and  waters  the  adjacent  fields  and  gardens,  the 
natives  do  not  know  how  to  profit  by  the  advantages  nature 
has  given  them,  and  in  spite  of  the  magnificent  fertility  of 
the  soil,  agriculture  is  neglected,  what  is  cultivated  being  of 
comparatively  little  value.  Large  quantities  of  cotton  and 
potatoes,  for  the  cultivation  of  which  it  is  said  the  ground  is 
well  adapted,  might  be  raised  and  exported  abroad,  were  the 
cultivators  only  competent  and  alive  to  their  interests. 

The  only  industry  worth  mentioning  is  the  manufacture  of 
barracans  by  the  few  Arab  weavers  of  the  town,  and  in  the 
interior  the  manufacture  of  hair  caipets  or  mats  by  Bedouin 
women. 

During  the  last  year  it  is  estimated  that  about  20,000  bunches 
of  bananas,  4,000  sah  of  barley  and  wheat,  3,000  okes  of  butter, 
10,000  okes  of  dates,  3,000  sah  of  maize,  10,000  okes  of  millet, 
4,000  okes  of  wax,  and  150,000  okes  of  wool  were  produced  in 
Durna  and  its  vicinity. 

The  local  revenue  is  estimated  at  about  3,1 14Z.,  of  which 
about  1,485/.,  represent  the  annual  rents  for  Government 
property  and  the  remainder  the  produce  of  the  poll-tax  paid  by 
Ottoman  subjects. 

(76    6|02— H&S    106) 
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Sqport  on  the  Trade  of  Damascus  for  the  Year  1901 
By  Mr.  Consul  Richards. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  May  29, 1902.) 

No  trade  report  for  this  district  has  been  compiled  for  three 
years  for  the  following  reasons:  the  impossibility   of  obtaining 
statistics  from   the  railway  company,  the  non-existence  of  any  No  rtatistica 
inland  customs,  octroi,  or  other  administration  which  could  supply  ^^"***^* 
some  slight  indications  for  my  guidance  in  the  drawing  up  of        ^• 
such  a  report,  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  a  very  considerable 
road  traffic  between  this  city  and  Beirut,  in  keen  competition  with 
the  railway,  and  lastly  the  fact  that  there  are  very  few  resident 
merchants  who  could  give  information  of  a  practical  and  useful 
kind.     There  is  also  the  consideration,  which  may  perhaps  be  of 
secondary  importance,  chat  nearly  all  goods  coming  into  or  going 
out  of  this  city  pass  through  the  Beirut  custom-house,  where  they 
are  accounted  for,  and  so  they  are  reckoned  twice  over. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  newly  constituted  Railway  Board,  which 
has  undoubtedly  given  proofs  of  being  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
make  a  fresh  departure  so  far  as  its  relations  with  the  conamercial 
and  general  travelling  public  are  concerned,  having  certainly  re- 
duced its  goods  tariflP,  and,  on  occasions,  its  passenger  tarijff  would, 
on  application,  supply  returns  of  its  traffic  to  such  authorised 
persons  as  might,  in  virtue  of  their  office,  stand  in  need  of  the 
information  which  a  careful  study  of  them  would  afiford.  This, 
however,  has  not  been  the  case;  so  that  I  have  been  left  to  my 
own  resources  in  the  matter  of  figures,  and  have  been  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  private  sources  of  information.  This  being  so, 
the  figures  given  in  the  annexes  represent  only  approximately 
the  amount  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  this  city,  although 
the  exercise  of  great  care  in  the  selection  of  my  sources  of 
information,  a  close  attention  to  detail  and  the  collation  and 
comparison  of  the  statistical  information  obtained  with  the 
corresponding  figures  given  in  other  reports,  foreign  as  well  as  Figures  girea 
British,  almost  justify  me  in  describing  the  general  result  as  rela-  ^^j^^"^^^^.. 
tively  accurate  and  reliable.  mute, 

Damascus,  as  has  been  pointed  out  on  previous  occasions,  is 
neither  a  great  commercial  city  like  Smyrna  or  Alexandria,  nor 
(96)  ^  2 
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DamascQB  un 
industrial  and 
agriculturHl 
centre  of  no 
mean  im- 
portance. 

General 
belief  that 
trade  is 
making  no 
progress 


is  true  only  of 
export  trade. 


Railway 
company  can 
do  littlo  to 
improve 
matters. 

Tariffs  have 
been  lowered, 


but  coupled 
with  un- 
satisfactory 
•conditions. 


Special 
tariffs  for  all 
classes  of 
goods. 


Competition 
of  carts 


even  an  important  distributing  centre  like  Aleppo.  It  is,  how- 
ever, the  storehouse  of  one  of  the  richest  grain-producing 
districts  in  the  Empire — the  Hauran,  the  Jebel  Druse  and  the 
Caza  of  Ajlun — and  is  essentially  a  manufacturing  and  industrial 
centre  surrounded  by  the  finest  conceivable  land,  producing  in 
great  profusion,  thanks  to  a  hot  sun  and  copious  irrigation,  every 
kind  of  fruic  tree  and  vegetable;  this  fact  is  enough  in  itself  to 
give  the  city  an  importance  and  an  assurance  of  a  prosperous 
future. 

The  general  belief  entertained  here  by  most  of  the  native 
residents,  and  even  by  some  whose  commercial  pursuits  qualify 
them  to  speak  with  a  certain  amount  of  authority,  is  that 
Damascus  trade  makes  little  or  n6  progress,  and  that  the  rail- 
way, from  which  so  much  was  expected,  has  not  contributed  in 
the  least  to  the  promotion  and  the  establishment  on  a  firm  bsisis 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  As  far  as  the  export  trade  is 
concerned  this  may  to  a  certain  extent  be  true  in  the  sense  that 
the  amount  of  native  produce  which  has  been  exported  of  late 
years  is  no  greater  than  it  was,  say,  10  years  ago;  but  this  is 
largely  owing  to  causes  over  which  the  raihvay  company  has  little 
or  no  control.  A  richer  company  could  do  more,  but  as  things 
are  now,  it  is  doubtful  how  far  any  radical  measures  could  be 
taken  to  put  a  new  face  on  things  commercial  in  general. 

During  the  past  year  special  tariffs  ("  tarifs  exceptionnels  pro- 
visoires  *')  have  been  drawn  up  and  issued  from  time  to  time,  and 
considerable  reductions  made  in  the  freights  of  all  the  principal 
articles,  whether  of  import  or  export,  but  I  do  not  learn  that  these 
advantageous  offers  have  met  with  the  response  and,  therefore,  the 
success  which  was  anticipated,  partly  because  their  full  fruition 
was  largely  dependent  on  the  ability  of  the  importer  or  exporter 
to  send  a  minimum  consignment  of  one  full  wagon  load  of  goods 
varying  from  6  to  10  tons  in  weight.  Not  only  that,  but  it  was 
even  in  many  cases  expressly  stipulated  that  the  despatch  of  at 
least  35  to  40,  50,  60  and  even  100  wagon  loads  of  goods  must 
be  effected  within  a  given  time  in  order  to  give  the  consignor  a 
claim  to  the  rebate  ("rebonification";.  It  will  be  readily  under- 
stood that  in  a  land  of  small  trade  and  petty  traders  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  such  conditions  should  by  any  possibility  be 
satisfied. 

The  goods  on  which  reduced  freights  are  announced  (the  most 
favourable  is  at  the  rate  of  20  paras  (Id,)  per  ton  per  kilom.  for 
millet,  beans,  hemp  seed,  lentils,  peas,  chickpeas,  &c.)  are  of  all 
kinds,  from  every  sort  of  grain  to  such  incongruous  and  mis- 
cellaneous articles  as  timber,  petroleum,  iron  (in  every  shape), 
cotton  and  n\  oollen  goods,  fresh  and  dried  fruit  and  vegetables,  all 
sorts  of  colonial  produce,  drugs,  and  even  carpets. 

In  additiou  to  the  inability  of  the  average  trader  here  to  under- 
take to  load  and  despatch  several  truckfuls  of  goods  within  such 
short  puriods,  there  is  the  competition  of  the  cart  owners  and 
muleteers,  who,  by  giving  every  facility  to  their  customers,  whether 
as  regards  freight,  time  of  departure,  stowage  or  delivery,  make 
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them  still  less  inclined  to  lend  an  ear  to  the  solicitations  of  th(' 
company.    The  former  lower  their  charges  as  soon  as  the  latter 
set  the  example  in  this  direction,  and  always  contrive  to  underbid 
their  rivals  if  it  be  only  by  a  few  piasties.     Then  the  cart  owners 
have  the  immense  advantage  of  being  able  to  drive  a  bargain  at 
the  Ijwt  moment,  which  of    course  the   railway  officials  cannot 
possibly  do.    Moreover,  goods  carried  by  cart  are  taken  "  from  a  ierious 
door  to  door,"  whereas  everything  that    goes  by  rail  has  to  be  J^^^*'^^®'"**'* 
transported  first  to  the   station  here,  and  then  again  from  the  companies, 
station  at  Beirut  to  the  warehouse  or  quay,  which,  considering 
that  the  distances  at  Beirut,  at  all  events,  are  very  considerable, 
makes  a  very  appreciable  difference  when  the  whole  cost  of  freight 
has  to  be  calculated.     But  there  are  other  factors  in  the  situa- 
tion, viz.,  the  small  value  attached  to  time,  the  excellence  of  the 
media  of  transport,  the  carts,  mules,  and  camels  being  each  very 
good  of  its  kind,  the  condition  of  this  particular  road  (between 
Beirut  and  Damascus),  which  though  somewhat  out  of  repair  now, 
is  still  one  of  the  best  in  the  East,  the  low  w^es  demanded  and 
earned  by  the  men  engaged  in  the  direction  of  the  traffic,  and  the 
cheapness  of  fodder.     To  these  considerations  should  be  added  one 
which  is  even  more  important  than  them  all  put  together,  viz., 
the  practical  impossibility  of  making  up  even   ordinarily    large  Steep 
trains  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  country  traversed  by  the  rail-  g»*'«nu  an 
way,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  the  employment  of  the  rack  aSadTaniage 
and  pinion  system  over  a  considerable  part  of  the  whole  distance,  for  the 
It  will  readily  be  understood  that  with  gradients  of,  in  some  places,  »ilw»y 
70  per  1,000,  it  is  impossible  for  the  most  powerful  engine  to^™^"^* 
draw  more  than  a  certain — relatively  small — weight,  and  so  far 
an  unusual  amount  of  coal  is  consumed  to  transport  a  given 
amount  of  goods. 

like  everywhere  else  in  the  East  time  has  no  special  value,  Time  no 
and  whether  their  goods  reach  Beirut  in  two  days  (it  is  unusual  o*>J«5t  to 
for  goods  carried  by  rail  to  reach  Beirut  in  less  than  two  days,  ^*   o^"*^"^ 
and  it  is  very  often  longer),  or  three,  which  is  the  maximum  of 
time  employed  on  the  journey  by  mule  carts,  or  even  by  camels, 
makes  no  very  great  difference  to  the  consignors  unless  in  the 
case    of    fresh   fruit  and  vegetables  which  are,  in    consequence, 
generally  sent  by  rail.    There  are,  it  appears,  82  carts  now  plying  Number  of 
between  Damascus  and  Beirut,  an  increase  of  about  40  within  a  ^*^^* ' 
period  of  two  years  (I  understand  that  until  quite  recently  there 
were  as  many  as  102  such  carts),  owned  by  various  persons  who 
have  formed  themselves  into  a  sort  of  company  under  the  direction 
of  a  Moslem  of  the  name  of  Kuttub.     Each  of  these  carts,  which  their 
are  made  in  Beirut  and  are  of  a  strong  solid  build,  carries  from  ^P^^^y- 
5  to  6  cantars  (li  to  1^  tons),  the  charge  being  from  22^  to 
30  pias.,  say,  an  average  of  26  pias.  (3s.  7^^.)  per  cantar,  or  in  Charge. 
other  words,  of  13s.  6d.  per  ton,  whereas  the  railway  company 
charges,  on  an  average,  45  pias.  ("  bad  money "),  t.«.,  6s.  3d.  per 
cantar,  which  is  equal  to  11,  Ss.  per  ton.     The  absolute  minimum 
charge  of  the  company,  I  believe  I  am  right  in  stating,  is  20  paras 
(gold)  per  ton  per  kilom.  for  grain,  which  works  out  at  a  little 
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over  13s.  per  ton  for  the  whole  distance,  but  then  it  should  be 
remembered,  there  is  the  carriage  of  the  goods  from  the  shop  or 
warehouse  here  to  the  station  and  again  from  the  station  at 
Beirut  to  the  warehouse  or  quay,  so  that  even  taking  the  most 
favourable  terms  the  company  have  yet  been  able  to  offer,  and 
that  only  in  the  case  of  grain,  they  cannot  compete  with  the 
road  transport.  The  only  marvel  is  that  the  latter  do  not 
absorb  more  of  the  traffic  than  they  do,  viz.,  30  per  cent,  the 
annual  loss  to  the  railway  company  being  put  at  12,000/. 

To  return  to  the  moot  question  of  the  improvement  or  other- 
wise in  Damascus  trade,  although,  as  stated  above,  the  genuine 
export  trade  has  apparently  made  little  or  no  progress  within 
the  last  10  years  or  more,  yet  the  import  trade  has  increased 
both  in  volume  and  value  by  about  150,000/.  in  three  years,  and 
this  too  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  last  year  owing  to  the  long 
continued  and  severe  drought  the  grain  crops  were  considerably 
below  the  average,  while  the  fruit  crop  was,  in  consequence  of  an 
intensely  cold  spring,  equally  poor.  When  it  is  considered  that 
the  goodness  or  badness  of  the  harvest  is  the  unfailing  measure 
of  the  purchasing  capacity  of  the  people  in  general,  it  is  not  a 
little  remarkable  that  the  imports  should,  on  the  whole,  be 
so  good  as  they  are.  It  has  been  said  in  the  past  that  great 
fluctuations  cannot  take  plaxje  in  the  trade  of  Damascus  because 
the  population  generally  being  poor  luxuries  are  scarce  and 
cannot  be  afforded,  while  the  necessaries  of  life  vary  with  the 
population  which  does  not  increase  at  a  very  rapid  rate.  Tiiis 
statement  was  probably  true  10  years  ago,  but  it  is  doubtful 
how  far  it  can  be  maintained  now,  for  the  whole  standard  of 
living  has  undoubtedly  made  a  step  in  advance  of  late  years,  and 
luxuries  which  were  undreamed  of  then  are  now  almost  con- 
sidered as  necessaries. 

As  stated  above,  the  export  trade  in  general,  was,  if  anything, 
below  the  average  last  year,  and  in  any  case  was  no  better  than 
it  has  been  any  time  during  the  last  15  years.  No  wheat  or  flour 
whatever  was  exported,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  terra,  whereas 
in  some  years  as  much  as  70,000/.  to  80,000/.  worth  of  the  latter 
have  been  despatched  to  Beirut  and  the  Lebanon  alone.  The 
prices  of  grain  generally  ruled  very  high,  especially  that  of  barley 
of  which  less  than  24,000  bushels  were  exported,  mostly  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  home 
prices  of  barley  averaged  most  unusually  high  throughout  the 
year.  I  might  mention  that  in  1900  at  least  live  times  as  much 
barley  was  exported  as  was  the  case  last  year. 

As  is  well-known  the  country  immediately  round  Damascus  is 
one  of  the  richest  fruit-producing  districts  in  the  Empire,  the 
apricot  being  by  far  the  most  abundant,  as  it  is  commercially 
the  most  valuable  of  the  many  fruits  which  the  Ghuta  and  the 
Merdj  produce  in  such  rare  profusion.  In  a  good  year  it  has 
been  calculated  that  some  17,000  tons  of  apricots  are  gathered. 
There  are  seven  kinds  of  apricot  trees  known  to  the  Damascenes, 
viz.,   the   Haiiiwi    (the    best    of    all    in   point    of    lusciousnesa 
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and  flavour,  but  not  the  most  valuable  commercially),  the  Shahnii, 
the  Sindiani,  the  Wazeri,  the  Tudmuri,  the  Beledi  and  the  Klebi. 
It  is  from  this  last  species  that  the  well-known  apricot  paste 
(Kamar-ed-din)  is  obtained,  as  well  as  the  bitter  kernel  con-  Kamar-ed- 
taining  prussic  acid  which  commands  a  large  sale  in  forei<]:n  din. 
markets,  whereas  the  Beledi  variety — much  superior — ogives  the  ?**^j 
best  results  when   the  fruit  is  dried  or  preserved  whole.     It  *™**' 
might  be  mentioned  in   this  connection  that  some  three  years 
ago  a    French   company   made    an    experiment    in    preserving,  French 
tinning  and   exporting   apricots,  of    which    they  treated   some  f»p?i™«nfc 
800  to   1,000  tons  most  successfully,  at  least  so  long  as  they  ^priSlTfor 
used  the  tins  meule  in  France,  which  they  brought  with  them  and  export. 
had  soldered  here,  as  soon  as  they  were  filJed.    As  soon,  however, 
as  their  stock  of  these  tins  was  exhausted  and  they  were  reduced 
to  use  others  made  in   this  city,  their  success   was  much   less 
complete,  as  many  of  the  tins  so  made  subsequently  burst.     It 
must  be  acknowledged,  however,  that  even  the  best  Damascus  Damaacut 
apricot,  i,e,y  the  Hamwi  is  not  equal  to  a  similar  fruit  grown  ?P"*'?^* 
under  equally  favourable  conditions  in  Europe,  either  in  point  of  iho^e  o*f 
lusciousness  or  richness  of  flavour,  though  if  treated  properly,  it,  or,  Europe, 
rather  its  congener,  the  "  Beledi,"  would  make  excellent  preserve. 
The  system  of  irrigation,  as  conducted  in  this  city  and  district, 
though  productive  of  excellent  results  so  far  as  the  number  and 
size  of  the  fruit  are  concerned,  has,  owing  to  its  very  copiousness 
a  distinctly  deleterious  effect  on  its  taste  which  is  flat  and  insipid  BxoetgiTe 
compared  with  that  which  distinguishes   this   fruit  whether  in  ""g**»o*^ 
France  or  the  United  Kingdom.      This  characteristic  is  indeed 
notjo.eable  in  all  Damascus  fruits  and  vegetables,  which,  though 
they  attain  roost  unusually  large  proportions  are  very  much  alike 
in  their  insipidity  and  lack  of  distinctive  flavour.     The  beetroot  Beetroot, 
may,  perhaps,  be  mentioned  as  an  exception,  but  even  that  vege- 
table, though  of  a  good  quality  so  far  as  its  taste  is  concerned,  is 
very  lacking  in  saccharine  matter,  as  was  proved  lately  when 
some  samples  of  it  were  sent  to  France  to  be  analysed.     This  was 
done  by  one  of  the  chief  Moslems  of  the  city  who  wished   to  fiiperimenta 
establish  a  sugar  factory  here,  having  obtained  a  concession  from  b^^,^"|J^ 
the  Grovemment  for  that  purpose.     This  gentleman,  finding  that  sutcesehii. 
the  native  product  was  not  suitable  for  this  purpose,  imported 
seeds  of  the  best  white  variety  procurable  in  Germany,  and  havings 
sown  them  obtained  in  the  following  year  very  satisfactory  results, 
seeing  that  a  sample  of  the  beetroot  so  grown  was  sent  to  France, 
and  on  being  analysed    was  found    to  contain  14  per  cent,   of 
saccharine   whereas  the    best  French   beets,  so  I  am  informed, 
average  only  10  per  cent,  of  this  valuable  matter.     It  is  now  a 
question  whether  the  scheme  will  be  carried  out  or  not,  though 
I  believe  the  necessary  capital  is  not  forthcoming.      Although  Doubtful 
beetroots,  turnips,  and  carrots  are  very  abundant  and  cheap  in  ^^^,ufa^.tuy^ 
this  district,  which  is  specially  adapted  for  the  growing  of  root  S*"u^r  ^^^ 
erops,  it  is  doubtful  whether,  in  view  of  the  extraordinary  cheap  •  would  pay  in 
Hess  of^sugar,  it  would  ever  pay  to  manufacture  it  here.     It  is  this  country. 
true  that  water  power  is  abundant  enough  and  costs  little  or 
nothing. 
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Native  iudustries  are  fairly  flourishing,  but  to  take  one  of  the 
principal  of  them,  the  inlaid  woodwork,  not  so  much  progress 
has  been  made  as  was  anticipated  10  years  ago,  because  inferior 
and  unseasoned  walnut  wood  has  been  used  for  some  years  past, 
and  the  purchasing  public  is  infusing  Damascus  wares  of  this 
description.  Then,  owing  to  the  plague  in  Egypt  and  the  con- 
sequent quarantine,  there  were  much  fewer  tourists  than  usual 
last  year  and  they,  of  course,  are  the  best  customers. 

As  regards  the  native  silk  and  cotton  fabrics  there  was  a  very 
lieavy  loss  on  "  missriyehs,"  in  consequence  of  which  the  manu- 
fsictuiers  here  tried  to  lower  tlie  wages  of  the  workmen  and  so  a 
strike  arose  which  has  only  quite  recently  come  to  an  end.  It 
should  be  stated  that  a  sudden  and  unexpected  fall  in  the  price 
of  raw  silk  which,  from  19^  mejidiehs  (3/.  5s.  6d.)  the  rottol 
(o-Gt*)  lbs.)  dropped  to  17  mejidiehs  (2/.  I7s.  Id,)  for  the  same 
amount,  very  much  disconcerted  the  manufacturers,  who  had  on 
their  hands  a  large  stock  of  silk  bought  at  the  old  rates,  and 
could  not  afford  to  lower  their  prices  until  this  was  exhausted, 
liut  the  Egyptian  buyers,  who  are  their  best  customers,  were 
perfectly  well  aware  of  the  fall  in  the  price  of  raw  silk  and 
refused  to  pay  the  old  prices,  so  that  the  manufacturers  were 
reduced,  as  the  only  alternative,  to  lower  the  wages  of  their 
workmen ;  hence  the  strike. 

The  harvest  was  bad  last  year,  at  least  50  per  cent,  below  the 
average,  owing  to  the  want  of  rain  which  was  very  general 
throughout  the  province,  but  more  especially  in  the  Homs  and 
Hamah  districts.  As  regards  the  peasants,  however,  it  is  doubtful 
how  far  a  very  abundant  harvest  and,  therefore,  low  prices  benefit 
them.  It  is  self  evident  that  what  they  want  is  high  prices. 
Last  year  Hauran  wheat  was  selling  at  27  to  34  pias.  the  kil6, 
i.e.,  from  35.  2d,  to  4*.  per  busiiel,  whereas  the  average  price  is 
26  pias.  the  kil(5  (35.  per  bushel).  Formerly,  say  20  years  ago, 
wheat  was  sold  at  16  pias.  the  kil^,  ie.,  Is.  lOd.  per  bushel. 

Barley  was  selling  last  year  at  18  pias.  the  kil^,  i,e,,  25.  Id. 
per  bushel,  the  average  price  being  12  pias.  the  kil^,  i.«..  Is.  5rf. 
per  bushel. 

Wheat  grown  in  this  province  is  of  three  kinds  known  as 
"  Haurani "  (the  best) ;  "  Beledi,"  grown  in  all  parts  of  the  vilayet 
except  the  Hauran  ;  and  "  Salamuni,"  a  brown  wheat  from  which 
are  made  the  large  round  flat  loaves  universally  eaten  by  the 
peasants. 

Barley  again  is  of  three  kinds,  viz. :  (1)  "  Arabi,"  the  heaviest, 
which  contains  most  flour ;  (2)  "  Koumi,"  the  variety  which  is 
most  exported  because  of  its  whiteness,  being  very  generally  pre- 
ferred to  both  the  other  kinds  ;  and  (3)  "  Khashabi,"  **  the  wooden  " 
kind,  because  of  its  particular  flavour. 

A  very  small  quantity  was  exported  owing  to  its  high  price. 

The  apricot  season  was,  on  the  whole,  very  poor,  owing  to  the 
drought  and  the  very  great  cold  in  the  early  spring,  except, 
perhaps,  for  the  kind  known  as  "  Kl(5bi,"  which  was  just  as 
abundant  as  usual,  so  that  the  amount  of  "  Kamar-ed-dm  "  ex- 
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ported  was  not  below  the  average.  The  "  Beledi  '*  apricot,  how- 
ever, which  is  the  species  most,  suited  for  exportation  in  its 
dried  state,  gave  a  very  poor  crop,  while  the  yield  of  kernels 
(it  is  only  the  bitter  variety  which  has  any  commercial  value  as 
an  article  of  export)  was,  if  anything,  above  the  average. 

The  hemp  season  was  an  average  one,  so  that  the  amount  of  Hemp, 
rope  manufactured  and  exported  was  normal. 

It  was,  on  the  whole,  a  good  year  for  wool,  of  which  America  Wool, 
alone  took  25,000Z.  worth. 

The  yield  of  starch  again  was  of  the  usual  amount.     It  is  very  Starch, 
much  used  all  through  Syria  and  Palastine,  as  well  as  in  other 
parts  of  Turkey  and  even  in  Egypt,  but  with  the  latter  exception 
there  is  no  demand  whatever  for  it  in  foreign  countries. 

Skins,  which  consist  of  those  of  sheep,  goat,  lamb  and  kid,  are  sidnB. 
exported  to  France,  Austria-Hungary,  and  Egypt,  especially  to  the 
two  first-named  countries.     On  the  whole  it  was  an  average  year 
ill  spite  of  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  drought,  there  W8is  great 
mortality  among  the  sheep  and  goats. 

There  was  no  export  of  the  whites  and  yellows  of  eggs  last  Whites  and 
year,  for  no  special  reason  except  that  there  was  no  demand  foi*  y«ll<>^»  ^^ 
them.     They  are  generally  exported  to  France,  Austria-Hungary,  *^^" 
and  Germany.     It  is  calculated  that  there  is  an  average  annual 
production  in  this  district  of  1,000,000  eggs,  the  usual  price  being 
100  eggs  for  10  to  12  pias.  (Is.  4^^.  to  Is.  8c?.).     In  1899,  however, 
the  yellows  and  whites  of  3,000,000  eggs  were  exported,  and  so 
great  was  the  demand  that  they  were  selling  at  18  pias.  (2s.  6d,) 
per  100.     The  albumen,  which  is  usually  dried,  was  selling  in 
1900  at  2J  pias.  (4^6^.)  per  kilo.     The  yellows  of  eggs  are  sold 
at  the  rate  of  60  to  65  pias.,  say  9s.  per  100  kilos.  (2  cwts.)  f.o.b. 
Marseilles,  80  per  cent,  of  the  whole  export  going  to  France,  and 
20  per  cent,  to  Austria-Hungary  and  Germany.      Every  10,000 
eggs  make  30  kilos,  of  dried  albumen  and  200  kilos.  (4  cwts.)  of 
yellow. 

There  was  a  very  small  export  of  liquorice  root  last  year,  but  Liquorice 
quite  up  to  the  average  of  recent  years.     As  a  serious  article  of  ^^'^^J  f*""??^ 
export  it  has  been  "  killed  "  by  the  plant  which  is  found  in  the  that  of 
Antioch  and  Aleppo  districts  in  far  greater  quantities  and  of  a  Aleppo, 
better  quality. 

As  stated  above  the  amount  of  export  of  carved  walnut  wood  CSabinet  work, 
cabinet  work,  furniture,  and  upholstery  generally,  whether  inlaid 
with  mother-of-pearl  or  not,  is  stationary  if  not  actually  less  than 
in  former  years,  on  account  of  the  unseasoned  nature  of  the  wood 
used.     It  should  be  explained  that  the  so-called  mother-of-pearl  Mother-of- 
is  obtained  from  a  common  sort  of  freshwater  bivalve  found  in  P®*'^ 
large  quantities  at  Deir-el-Zor  and  other  places  on  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates,  and  not  from  the  Bed  Sea  oyster  as  is  commonly 
supposed.    Were  the  latter  made  use  of  the  cost  of  the  various 
articles,  which  it  is  used  to  adorn,  would  be  far  greater  than  it  is, 
the  price  of  the  shell,  from  which  this  so-called  mother-of-pearl 
is  obtained,  being  about  Id.  per  lb.,  whereas  the  genuine  article  of  a  yery 
costs  from  Is.  to  Is.  7d.  per  lb.     However,  it  can  hardly  be  main-  ^["*^ 
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tained  that  any  deception  is  practised,  because  the  article  used  by 
the  cabinetmakers  here  has  neither  the  iridescent  sheen  nor 
brilliancy  of  colouring  of  the  i-eal  thing. 

lliere  was  an  average  yield  of  walnuts  last  year.  It  is 
generally  calculated  that  one-third  of  the  whole  crop  (about 
1,000  tons)  is  exported,  i.e.,  beyond  the  limits  of  Syria  and 
Palestine. 

The  export  of  raisins,  which  are  of  two  kinds,  known  locally 
as  "  reds  "  and  "  dourblis,"  was  of  a  normal  description. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  amount  and  value  of  the  articles 
enumerated  in  the  "  export "  annex  do  not,  in  reality,  represent 
the  whole  volume  of  goods  sent  away  from  Damascus,  because,  in 
addition  to  the  grain  and  flour,  there  is  an  immense  amount  of 
fruit  and  vegetables  which  are  despatched  to  the  Lebanon  and 
Beirut  every  year,  but  which,  seeing  that  they  do  not  go  beyond 
the  limits  of  those  two  provinces,  cannot  fairly  be  classed  as  ex- 
ports ;  they  are,  however,  none  the  less  a  very  valuable  source  of 
income  to  the  natives  of  this  city  and  district. 

Last  year  was,  on  the  whole,  a  good  year  for  the  import 
traders.  There  was  a  distinct  improvement  in  coflFee,  cotton  goods 
generally,  raw  silk,  silk  goods,  petroleum,  hosiery  and  haberdashery, 
paper,  porcelain  and  glassware,  indigo,  matches,  timber,  and  ready- 
made  clothes. 

The  United  Kingdom  has  lost  ground  somewhat,  especially  in 
cotton  goods,  cotton  yarn,  cloth  and  iron. 

In  cotton  yams,  especially  in  "  ecrus  "  (unbleached  yams)  and 
reds,  Italy,  and  to  a  less  degree,  Belgium  and  Germany,  are  beating 
British  traders  out  of  the  field,  more  especially  in  coarae  yams, 
i.e.y  Nos.  6  to  12  (inclusive),  which  the  United  Kingdom  has 
lost  entirely.  A  large  quantity  of  this  coarse  unbleached  yarn, 
which  is  more  particularly  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
material  of  which  the  workmg  and  summer  uniforms  of  the 
Turkish  soldiers  are  made,  is  spun  and  imported  into  this 
country  by  a  Greek  house  established  in  Mersina  (Southern 
Asia  Minor).  The  finer  numbers  (14  to  24)  also  enter  largely 
into  the  composition  of  the  cheap  cotton  fabrics  of  the  country, 
known  as  "dima."  It  is  of  this  yam  too  that  much  of  the 
material  used  for  covering  the  seats  of  furniture  in  this  city 
is  made.  It  will  readily  be  understood  from  what  precedes,  that 
the  loss  of  a  market  so  important  as  that  which  the  widespread 
demands  for  these  particular  yams  represent  may  be  characterised 
as  serious. 

The  finer  yarns,  viz.,  Nos.  16,  18,  20  and  22,  of  all  colours 
except  red,  are  generally  of  British  origin. 

In  "  diamond  glaces,"  more  especially  the  reds,  in  the  finer 
numbers  such  as  60,  70  and  80,  which  are  so  largely  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  silk  Moslem  head  covering  known  as  the 
"kefiyeh,"  Belgian  competition  is  much  to  be  feared,  although 
the  article  coming  from  that  country  is  not  so  good  as  its  British 
rival,  than  which,  however,  it  is  15  per  cent  cheaper.  The 
"  cardinal  "  red  yarns  are  exclusively  Geiman.     Generally  speak- 
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ing,  the  bleached  yams  are  British  only,  while  the  unbleached  are 
partly  British  and  partly  Italian  and  Belgian. 

I  learn  from  a  usually  well-informed  quarter  that  American  Americui 
competition  in  yarns  is  a  thing  of  the  very  near  futui^e,  and  that  a  competttaon 
most  determined  effort  will  be  made  to  capture  the  whole'  cotton  *'*P*^''*^- 
yam  market  of  the  Levant, 

In  cotton  goods,  which  consist   principally  of   madapolams,  Cotton  goodi. 
unbleached  calicoes,  shirtings,  long  cloths,  T-cloths,  prints  of  all 
sorts  and  muslins,  it  is  Italian  competition  again  which  makes 
itself  the  most  severely  felt,  while  the  best  quality  of  muslins 
comes  from  Miilhausen  (Alsace).      The   small  muslin   kerchiefs 
known  as  "  mendils  "  are  all  of  British  manufacture,  but  they  are 
sent  to  Constantinople  to  be  printed.     The  white  "  izars  "  (long 
veils  enveloping  the  whole  of  the  female  figure)  which,  however, 
are  worn  less  and  less  every  year,  are  of  British  manufacture. 
Italian  competition  is  most  keenly  felt  in  cotton  prints.     I  am  Italian 
intormed  that  a  syndicate  has  recently  been  formed  in  Italy  with  oompeation. 
a  view  to  keeping  up  the  prices  of  these  articles  and  obtaining 
more  favourable  conditions  of  payment  for  them  than  those  at 
present  in  force. 

The  cotton  goods  which  obtain  by  far  the  largest  sale  here  are  Madapolams 
madapolams,  locally  known  as  "  madams  "  and  imbleached  cotton  ^^^  kiiam. 
material  of  the  commonest  description  known  as  "  kham."    It  has 
been  calculated   that  50    bales  of    *'  kham "  and  "  madapolam " 
enter  Damascus  on  an  average  every  day,  to  the  yearly  value  of 
150,000/.  to  170,000/.    There  is  one  material  very  popvdar  here 
because  the  more  ordinary  kind  of  "  gombaz  "  (loose  robe  envelop- 
ing the  whole  figure,  which  is  worn  by  the  great  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  whether  Moslem  or  Christian)  and  the  native  women's 
dresses  are  generally  made  of  it.     It  consists  of  mixed  cotton  and  Mixed  cotton 
flannel  (latter  however  made  of  cotton  not  of  wool),  and  although  ^^^  flwmal 
it  is  of  what  is  known  in  the  tmde  as  "  double  width ''  (114  metre)  Se^j^d 
it  is  sold  at  from   2   to   3  pias.  the    metre.      This    article   is  Italy, 
now  imported  from  Germany  and  Italy.     Cotton  prints,  which  are 
largely  of  German  origin,  are,  generally  speaking,  sold  at  25  to  65  c. 
the  metre,  the  total  annual  sale  being  of  the  value  of  (about) 
12,000/.     It  is  calculated  that  the  total  annual  value  of  all  prints  Prints, 
imported  into  Damascus  is  nearly  80,000/.,  of  which  the  United 
Kingdom  can  claim  60  per  cent.   At  the  same  time  it  is  undeniable  United 
that  the  United  Kingdom  is  losing  ground  "in  the  print  import  Kingdom 
trade  owing  to  the  competition  of  Italy  and  Germany,  both  of  ^^""^  ^'^""^• 
which  countries  pay  more  attention  to  the  designs  of  this  class  of 
goods  which  are  distinguished  by  more  variety  of  colour  and  are, 
on  the  whole,  more  attractive  and  more  tasteful. 

But  where  the  United  Kingdom  is  more  especially  at  a  dis- 
advantage is  in  the  matter  of  the  terms  of  payment,  which,  with 
Italian  and  German  manufacturers,  are  far  more  favourable  than 
with  their  British  competitors.  Whereas  British  manufacturing 
houses  insist  on  cash  payments  before  the  article  ordered 
leaves  their  premises,  their  Italians  and  Germans  will  not  only 
grant  from  three  to  four  and  even  six  months'  credit,  but  the 
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prices  quoted  by  them  to  their  foreign  customers  include  packing 
(British  houses  frequently  make  a  separate  charge  for  this), 
railway  charges,  freight  and  insurance ;  in  fact  their  terms  ai*e 
f.o.b.  Beirut.  Moreover,  the  German  and  Italian  manufacturers 
will,  in  many  instances,  take  the  trouble  to  go  and  make  a 
bargain  with  the  steamship  agents,  going  from  one  such  place 
of  business  to  another  until  they  have  obtained  the  most 
favourable  possible  terms,  getting  not  unfrequently  in  this 
way  a  discount  of  25  per  cent.,  which  the  consignee  who  pays 
the  freight  on  the  delivery  of  the  goods  cannot  possibly  obtain. 
Not  only  Germans  and  Italians  wm  do  this  but  Austro-Hun- 
garians  and  even  Frenchmen,  whereas  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
as  stated  above,  cash  payment  before  the  goods  leave  the 
factory  yard  is  insisted  on.  Then  again  a  British  commercial 
traveller  is  hardly  ever  seen  here,  whereas  one  commission  agent 
here  informed  me  that  he  not  unfrequently  had  10  German 
commercial  travellei-s  calling  on  him  in  the  course  of  a  single 
month,  not  to  speak  of  Austro-Hungarians,  Italians,  and  French- 
men, whereas  from  the  United  Kingdom  he  got  nothing  but 
piles  upon  piles  of  illustrated  trade  catalogues,  advertisement 
leaflets  and  prospectuses,  and  endless  bundles  of  samples,  which  he 
had  to  show  to  his  customers  after  collecting  them  with  consider- 
able diflBculty  and  loss  of  time.  Moreover,  it  was  one  thing  for 
him,  a  busy  man,  to  show  and  discuss  samples  with  a  lot  of  people 
whom  he  had  to  collect  and  bring  to  his  office  and  another  for  the 
same  samples  to  be  hawked  about  from  shop  to  shop  by  a  keen 
"  traveller  "  who  has  at  his  fingers'  ends  the  peculiar  merits — real 
or  imaginary — of  every  one  of  his  wares,  ready  to  take  a  hint  or 
adopt  a  suggestion. 

Then  again,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  are  many 
honest  tradesmen  here  who  would  gladly  give  a  bill  at  three,  four, 
or  six  months,  to  be  sent  to  the  manufacturer  and  deposited  by 
him  with  his  banker,  who  would  undertake  to  collect  the  amount 
of  the*  same  when  it  falls  due,  whereas,  ordinarily,  when  a  bill 
at,  say  four  months,  is  given  in  payment  for  goods  received  it 
is  on  the  understanding  that  it  remains  in  the  possession  of  the 
commission  agent  who  collects  the  money  from  the  customers  by 
instalments  ;  in  this  case,  however,  the  outside  limit  of  time  is  six 
months.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  customer  asks  for  six  months 
credit,  he  must  give  a  bill  at  six  months  which  is  sent  to  the 
manufacturer  and  deposited  by  him  with  his  bankers,  who  under- 
take to  obtain  payment  of  the  bill  when  it  falls  due.  There  is 
another  system  in  force  here  according  to  which  the  manufacturer 
will  insist  on  the  commission  agent  being  responsible  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  by  the  customer  and  indeed  for  his  ultimate 
solvability,  in  which  latter  case,  the  agent,  instead  of  receiving 
2  per  cent.,  the  usual  commission  on  most  kinds  of  goods,  will  ask 
for  and  obtain  as  much  as  5  per  cent.  The  latter  system  is 
adopted  by  manufacturers  of  all  nationalities  except  British. 

It  was  a  good  year  for  cloth  and  woollen  goods  generally. 
Even  the  better  class  of  peasants  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
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of  Damascus  are  beginning  to  wear  European  overcoats ;  in  short, 
the  progress  in  this  direction  if  slow  is  very  marked. 

British  imports  in  this  article  are  still  at  the  head  of  the  list, 
with  40  per  cent,  of  the  whole  trade.  Next  to  them  come 
Austrian  goods,  then  Belgian,  Grerman  and  Italian.  The  chief 
British  cloths  are  "Melton,"  "Mixtures,"  "Army  Cloth," 
"President,"  "Astracan,"  **  Worsted"  and  "Diagonal,"  of  which 
"  Melton  "  has  the  largest  sale.  It  is  42  inches  in  width  and  is 
sold  at  6d.  per  yard,  some  of  the  inferior  kinds  being  still  cheaper, 
t.e.,  at  from  3d,  to  3j[d.  per  yard ;  the  latter,  however,  only  averages 
'M  inches  in  width,  and  sells  less  readily  than  the  first  mentioned. 
There  is  another  class  of  "  Melton  "  of  48  inches  in  width,  which 
is  sold  here  at  9d.  to  lOd.  per  yard.  The  best  quality  of  British 
cloth  sold  here,  a  "  Mixture,"  costs  from  45.  to  4«.  6d,  per  yard. 
The  "  President "  cloth  costs  from  9d,  per  yard  (it  used  to  be  sold 
at  8d.)  up  to  Is.  3d  It  is  especially  used  for  making  overcoats, 
which  are  sold  for  as  little  as  1  mejidieh  (3s  4d,)  each. 

There  is  one  strong  local  objection  to  British  cloth  and  that  is 
the  great  length  of  the  "  piece,"  which  in  the  case  of  a  moderately 
good  article,  is  from  60  to  65  yards  in  length.  The  consequence 
is,  tailors,  especially  those  of  only  modest  means,  cannot  possibly 
afford  to  buy  this  article,  which  is,  therefore,  only  stocked  by 
commission  agents  and  wholesale  dealers.  This  is  generally  felt 
to  be  a  very  serious  objection  to  British-made  cloth,  in  spite  of  its 
extraordinary  cheapness. 

Of  the  cloth  known  as  "  Astracan  "  too  there  is  a  considerable 
importation.  It  is  used  for  the  better  class  of  overcoats,  and  costs 
from  2«.  6d.  to  lOs,  per  yard. 

The  Austrian  cloth  most  sold  here  is  known  in  the  country  of  Auffcruui 
origin  under  the  different  appellations  of  "  Imperial,"  "  Eoyal "  or  ^^®**^- 
"  Sachs,"  but  it  is  best  known  in  this  country  as  "  Arabi "  cloth.  It 
is  generally  coloured  blue,  red,  yellow,  green,  purple,  &c.  Its 
price  varies  according  to  the  quality  from  2^  to  10  f r.  the  metre. 
This  cloth,  I  am  informed,  is  dyed  after  it  is  woven,  and  therefore 
is  much  cheaper  than  it  would  otherwise  be,  but  the  dye  is  not 
fast.  Austria-Hungary  also  supplies  the  best  black  quality  of 
broad  cloth.  Austro-Hungarian  importations  of  cloth  are  now  only 
30  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  whereas  formerly  they  were  more. 

The  Belgian  cloth  importation  consists  mostly  of  "  nouveautes,"  Belgum  olotiu 
formerly  a  French  speciality,  which,  however,  were  better  than, 
if  not  so  cheap  as,  their  Belgian  successors.     The  price  varies  from 
4  to  12  fr.  the  metre. 

Germany  imports  chiefly  what  is  known  as  "  castor,"  a  superior  German  doth, 
kind  of  cloth  which  sells  at  7  to  9  fr.  the  metre.     It  also  imports 
"nouveautes"   like  the  Belgian  article,  with  which  it  competes 
successfully,  because  instead  of  being  in  "  pieces "  of  20  metres, 
like  the  Belgian  material,  it  is  sold  in  pieces  of  3  metres  each. 

Italian  imported  cloth  is  of  the  most  ordinary  description,  of  Italian  olotii. 
cotton  only  and  costing  from  90  c.  to  1  fr.  10  c.  the  metre. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  many  merchants  here  buy  British  British  cloth 
cloth  in  Beirut  rather  than  in  the  United  Kingdom,  because  it  can  ^^^^i^ 

Beirut. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14 


DAMASCUS. 


utiolee  from 
tiie  United 
Kingdom. 

Iron. 


Belgian  iron. 


British  iron. 

Swedish  iron. 
Copper. 


Iron 

enamelled 
ware. 


Tin. 


Zinc. 


Hardware. 


Indigo. 


be  bad  cheaper,  for  tbe  simple  reason  tbat  tbe  Beirut  mercbant 
wbo  imports  in  large  quantities  gets  a  considerable  discount,  wbicb 
tbe  Damascus  mercbant,  wbo  does  business  on  a  more  modest  scale, 
and  cannot,  therefore,  give  such  large  orders,  fails  to  obtain. 

I  should  add  that  many  fancy  articles  of  dress  for  ladies  are 
imported  from  tbe  United  Bongdom. 

In  iron  the  United  Kingdom  is  far  behind  Belgium  and 
Sweden,  especially  tbe  former,  which  among  other  articles  has  tbe 
monopoly  of  tbe  T-sbaped  iron  joists  which  are  such  a  marked 
feature  in  the  framework  of  modem  Damascus  bouses. 

Belgium  (average  price  115  fr.  equal  to  4Z.  12s.  per  ton)  imports 
bar  iron,  iron  beams,  joists  and  girders,  hoop  iron,  sheet  iron  and 
rails ;  cast  iron  pipes,  "  Pointes  de  Paris,"  and  other  kinds  of  nails. 
I  am  informed  that  during  tbe  past  year  four  locomotives,  9,450 
tons  of  iron  rails  and  195  tons  of  fish-plates  reached  Damascus 
from  Belgium,  and  were  sent  down  into  the  Hauran  for  employ- 
ment on  the  Hedjaz  Bailway.  As  regards  similar  importations  for 
use  on  the  Eyak-Hama  Line,  now  in  course  of  construction,  I 
cannot  give  figures,  such  information  being  only  obtainable  at  the 
Beirut  custom-house. 

Tbe  United  Kingdom  (average  price  5/.  4s.  per  ton)  imports  bar 
iron,  dished  sheets,  sheet  iron,  hoop  ii-on,  iron  piping  and  galvanised 
iron. 

Sweden  (average  price  101.  per  ton)  imports  soft  malleable 
iron  suitable  for  making  horseshoes. 

In  copper  the  United  Kingdom  holds  its  ground,  80  per  cent, 
of  tbe  whole  import  being  from  that  country.  At  th§  same  time 
it  mu8t  be  admitted  that  in  the  matter  of  culinary  and  other 
household  utensils,  which  formerly  were  always  made  of  copper, 
tbe  tendency  is  to  employ  enamelled  iron  wares,  which  are,  of 
course,  much  cheaper,  though  they  do  not  last  nearly  as  long. 
These  enamelled  articles  are  imported  mostly  from  Germany. 

Tin  is  supplied  wholly  by  the  United  Kingdom  whether  in  the 
form  of  bars  or  plates  ;  but  here  again,  in  tin  plates  especially,  tbe 
demand  is  growing  less  every  year,  empty  petroleum  tins  being 
utilised  more  and  more. 

Zinc  imported  in  sheets  comes  nearly  entirely  from  Belgium, 
and  lead,  imported  mostly  in  the  form  of  shot,  is  nearly  a  monopoly 
for  Italy. 

The  United  Kingdom's  share  in  hardware  is  very  small  and  is 
growing  yearly  less,  being  confined  to  bedsteads  in  iron  and  so 
called  brass  (really  lacquered  iron),  all  of  the  cheapest  and 
commonest  description,  a  few  cast  iron  kitchen  stoves,  dished 
sheets,  blue  tacks  and  a  few  other  things,  making  up  altogether 
15  per  cent,  of  the  whole  hardware  importation.  Germany  and 
Belgium  are  gaining  ground  rapidly,  especially  tbe  former,  in  such 
articles  as  kitchen  utensils  of  all  sorts,  tools,  locks  and  small  iron 
goods  of  various  kinds,  while  the  latter  has  practically  a  monopoly 
in  the  nail  trade  known  as  "  Pointes  de  Paris." 

In  indigo  India  has  a  monopoly.  It  was  feared  a  few  years 
ago  that  aniline  dyes  would  oust  this  and  other  vegetable  dyes 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DAMASCUS.  15 

from  the  market,  but  it  is  most  satisfactory  to  learn  that  the 

natives  are  beginning  to  find  out  that  the  latter  are  really  the  Amliue  djm 

best  after  all,  and  so  the  importation  of  indigo,  which  had  sunk  ^<»i^  . 

to  little  over  6,000/.  three  years  ago,  has  risen  again  to  double  i^P"""*'^- 

that  amount,  although  even  now   it  is  much  less  than  it  was 

9  or  10  years  ago.    Moreover,  I  hear  that  a  Grerman  chemist  is  Artia«ua 

now  established  here   making  experiments   in  the  manufacture  ?«i^ftituto  for 

of   an  artificial  substitute  for  indigo.    Should  these  experiments*"^^' 

succeed,  and  the  natives  adopt  the  composition  so  produced,  the 

Indian  article  will,  it   is    to   be  feared,  gradually  cease  to  be 

employed,  owing  to  its  greater  cost.     Indigo  is  used  for  dyeing 

the  coarse  unbleached  cotton  cloth  known  as  "  kham"  (imported 

from  the  United  Kingdom),  which  is   universally  worn   by  the 

poorer  classes. 

Eice  comes  from  Rangoon  to  the  extent  of  30  per  cent,  only,  Bioe. 
the  remaining  70  per  cent,  of  the  importation  being  from  Egypt. 
The  latter  is  the  dearer  but  better  of  the  two,  and  is  preferred  by 
the  majority  of  the  natives,  because  it  is  more  suitable  for  the 
preparation  of  "  pilaff,"  the  national  dish. 

Spices  come  to  the  extent  of  80  per  cent,  of  the  whole  importa-  Spioes. 
tion  from  Singapore,  the  remaining  20  per  cent,  being  equally 
divided  between  Austria-Hungary  and  France. 

Coflfee,  which  formerly  used  to  be  imported  to  a  considerable  Coffee; 
extent  from   Ceylon,    now  comes    almost  entirely  from   Brazil 
(Santos),  in  the  first  instance,  though,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  70  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  is  imported  through  French  houses,  while  of  the 
remaining  30  per  cent.,  two-thirds  enter  the  country  by  way  of 
Austro-Hungarian,  and  one-third  through  British   and   Grerman 
channels.     Of  the  whole  coflfee  importation,  one-tenth  only  comes  nearly  aU 
from  Mocha — ^''Adeni,"  as  it  is  called  here— and  the  tendency*'**™®'***^- 
seems  to  be  that  it  should  ultimately  disappear,  principally  on 
account  of  its  price  (it  costs  twice  as  much  as  Brazilicm  cofiee,  i.e. 
32  to  33  pias.  per  rottol,  equal  9^d.  per  lb.),  although  it  is  said  to  be 
very  little,  if  at  all,  superior  to  the  "  Santos  "  variety.    From  this  Mocha, 
it  is  evident  that  what  is  sold  here  as  Mocha  coffee  must  be  of  a 
very  poor  description. 

Sacks  and  sacking  are  entirely  of  Indian  and  British  origin.  Sacks  and 
I  understand  that  the  sacking  is  now  of  a  very  inferior  quality,  »»ckmg. 
which  is  to  be  regretted,  because  it  is  much  used  here  for  the 
inner  covering  of  mattresses,  divan  seats,  sofas,  chairs,  &c.  Owing 
to  its  present  poor  quality  it  lasts  a  very  short  time,  and  many 
people  are  beginning  to  use  the  ''  kham "  (coarse  unbleached 
calico)  instead.  As  there  should  be  a  very  large  sale  of  setcking 
here,  it  is  a  great  pity  that  what  was  once  a  good  strong  serviceable 
material,  should  now  be  replaced  by  shoddy  rubbish  with  no  wear 
in  it.  British  goods  used  to  be  considered  strong  and  durable — 
that  was  always  said  of  them,  even  by  their  rivals  and  opponents 
— but  what  with  calico  at  less  than  2d.  per  yard,  cloth  at  6d,  per 
yard,  and  iron  bedsteads  which  come  to  pieces  almost  as  soon  as 
they  are  used,  goods  of  British  make  are  in  a  fair  way  to  lose 
their  former  good  reputation. 
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Hosiery  and  haberdashery,  so  far  as  British  articles  are  con- 
cerned, are  confined  to  socks  and  stockings,  both  of  cotton  and 
wool,  and  a  certain  amount  of  trimming  and  lace,  of  which  the 
value  constitutes  about  15  per  cent,  of  the  whole  importation. 

As  r^ards  other  nations,  France  comes  next  on  the  list  of 
importing  countries,  but  it  should  be  explained  at  once  that  this 
position  is  more  apparent  than  real,  and  is  owing  largely  to  the 
fact  that  70  per  cent,  of  the  raw  silk  importation  comes  through 
French  houses,  although,  of  course,  its  country  of  origin  is  China. 
It  might  be  stated  here  that  Shantung  silk  is  considered  the  best 
in  this  country,  some  5  bales  (about  6  cwts.)  being  used  in  the 
Damascus  looms  daily.  Of  coffee,  again,  nearly  the  whole  of 
which  comes  from  Brazil,  some  65  per  cent,  enters  this  country 
through  French  channels,  and  so  is  entered  as  a  French  article. 
Under  these  two  headings  the  French  imports  are  adventitiously 
inflated  to  the  extent  of  60,000/.  to  70,000Z.  per  annum.  Were  a 
deduction  of  this  amount  made,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  genuine 
French  goods  imported  into  this  country  do  not  much  exceed 
40,000/.  in  value,  and  therefore  rank,  in  reality,  after  those  of  Italy, 
Austria-Hungary,  Germany  and  Egypt. 

The  chief  French  ipiports  are  leather  (45  per  cent,  of  the 
whole),  candles,  silk  fabrics  (nearly  50  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
importation,  although  here  France  is  losing  ground  owing  to  Swiss 
and  Italian  competition,  and  in  a  less  degree,  to  that  of  Austria- 
Hungary  and  Germany),  porcelain  and  glassware,  hardware  (small 
amount),  paper,  drugs,  nails  (a  little),  cochineal  (a  little),  fancy 
goods,  tinned  provisions,  cement,  ribbons,  tiles  (whole  importation), 
coals  (small  quantity),  &c. 

Italy  conies  next  with  the  very  large  total  of  over  86,000/. 
worth  of  imports,  three  times  as  much  as  she  sent  into  this 
country  a  few  years  ago.  The  rapid  advance  of  Italy  is  indeed 
one  of  the  most  striking  features  of  the  import  trade  of  this 
country  at  present.  The  gains  she  has  made  are  largely  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  Kingdom  (in  cotton  goods,  cotton  yam  and 
cloth),  and,  in  a  less  degree,  at  that  of  France,  notably  in  silk 
fabrics. 

The  Italian  imports  consist  chiefly  of  cotton  goods,  cotton 
yam,  cloth,  silk  fabrics,  leather,  hosiery  and  haberdashery,  porce- 
lain and  glassware,  drugs,  paper,  matches,  marble  (whole  import) 
and  lead  (almost  the  whole). 

Austro-Hungarian  imports  rank  next  to  those  of  Italy,  their 
increase  both  in  volume  and  value  being  very  marked.  Austria- 
Hungary  is  rapidly  obtaining  a  monopoly  of  the  sugar  import 
trade,  her  heretofore  rivals,  France  and  Egypt,  being  slowly  but 
surely  excluded.  Indeed,  French  sugar  is  hardly  obtainable  here 
now,  and  that  of  Egypt  is  decreasing  yearly.  Russian  sugar, 
which  comes  in  the  form  of  very  fine  white  crystals,  is  perhaps 
the  only  real  though  very  modest  rival  of  the  Austix)-Hungarian 
product.  In  a  large  city  like  Damascus,  where  there  is  a  very  con- 
siderable consumption  of  every  sort  of  pastry  and  confectionery,  and 
which   at  the  same  time  is  famous  throughout  the  Empire  for 
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its  sweetmeats,  the  command  of  the  sugar  market  means  a  great 
deal. 

Austria-Hungary  is  also  the  chief  importer  of  matches,  and  Mafcohes, 
the  sole  manufacturer  and  importer  of  fezzes  and  of  ready-made  otheTimports. 
clothes.    Her  other  chief  imports  are  timber,  alcohol,  fancy  goods, 
hosiery  and  haberdashery,  paper  and  glassware. 

Next  to  Austria-Hungary  comes  Germany,  whose  imports  have  G^©raaftn 
increased  somewhat  during  the  last  three  years,  but  not  to  any  ^™P^^^'- 
great  extent,  certainly  much  less  than  Switzerland,  who  is  making 
great  strides  ahead.     The  chief  German  imports  are  cotton  goods, 
cotton  yarn,  cloth,  hardware,  hosiery  and  haberdashery,  porcelain 
and  glassware,  drugs,  paper  and  furs  (the  whole  importation). 

After  German  imports  those  coming  from  Egypt  rank  next  in  figjptian 
importance,  consisting  of  rice,  leather,  viz.,  the  red  leather  of  *"^I^'^"- 
which  is  made  the  commonest  class  of  shoes  universally  worn  by 
the  poorer  class  of  the  towns  and  peasantry,  sugar  (less  and  less 
every  year)  and  tobacco. 

Turkey  comes  next  with  its  salt,  tobacco,  raw  cotton  (from  Turkish 
Idlib,  in  the  province  of  Aleppo — used  for  stuffing  divan  seats,  ""P**''^** 
mattresses  and  furniture  generally),  timber  (from  the  province  of 
Caramania,  in  Asia  Minor)  and  coffee  (Mocha). 

After  Turkey,  Belgian  imports  rank  next  in  importance,  con-  Belgian 
sisting  chiefly  of  cotton  yarn,  cloth,  iron  (gradually  obtaining  the  *°'P<^^**^^- 
monopoly),  hardware,  especially  nails,  of  which  she  practically 
monopolises  the  importation,  brass  (a  monopoly),  porcelain  and 
glassware,  window  glass  (a  monopoly),  fire-arms  (the  whole 
importation)  and  candles,  in  which  she  has  lost  ground  con- 
siderably to  France. 

R\issian  imports,  which  consist  of  petroleum    (a   monopoly),  B-uflsian 
sugar,   timber  and  alcohol   (50  per  cent,  of  the  whole  import,  *™I^'^**- 
the  other  half  being  of  Austro-Hungarian  origin),  come  next  in 
point  of  value. 

Switzerland  ranks  next  with  chief  imports  consisting  of  cotton  Swiss  imports, 
goods,  cotton  yarn,  silk  fabrics — in  which  she  is  gradually  eating 
away  the  erstwhile  preponderance  of  France — tinned  provisions, 
muslin,  lace,  veils  and  scarves. 

The   United  States  of  America  comes  next  with  less  than  P"ited  states 
3,000Z.  worth  of  goods,  mostly  hardware,  or,  in  other  words,  sewing  ^"P^'*^®- 
machines,  a  few  articles  of  cutlery  and  nails. 

There  is  a  fairly  brisk  import  trade  in  sewing  machines,  and  Sewing 
some   200   are  sold  in   the  course  of  the  year,   of  which  100  "'*^'*""*'- 
come  from  the  United  Kingdom,  80  from  Germany,  and  the  rest 
from  the  United  States.     They  are  of  both  the  foot  and  hand- 
worked varieties,  the  former  costing  6/.  10s.  and  tlie  latter  2/.  10«. 

Pumps,  which  are  much  used  in  this  city,  used  to  be  imported  ^"naps. 
entirely  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but  this  has  ceased  to  be  the 
case   during   the  last  three  years.     Iron  piping  is  now  brought 
from  Europe,  and  rough  though  serviceable  pumps  are  now  made 
here,  while  the  handles  are  imported  ready-made  from  Europe. 

I  uiideistand  that  eight  reaping  machines  were  imported  from  Reaping 
the  United  States  last  year,  but  none  of  theui  were  sold.     The  fact  is  "^»c"i""«- 
(96>  B 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18  DAMASCUS. 

that  the  country  immediately  round  Damascus  is  not  suited  to  tlie 

employment  of  these  machines,  partly  on  account  of  the  extensive 

irrigation  system  and  partly  owing  to  the  stony  nature  of  the  soil 

This  last  peculiarity  exists  in  a  still  higher  degree  in  the  Hauran, 

which  otherwise  is  admirably  suited  to  the  employment  of  such 

machines. 

No  threshing         The  chief — I  may  almost  say  the  only — importer  of  machinery 

machines.        ^leve  tells  me  that  he  has  never  introduced  threshing  machines 

into  the  country  because  he  is  afraid  that  he  could  not  dispose  of 

them,  and  iheir  cost  being  very  great  (a  good  machine  together 

with  its  engine  is  worth  here  from  800/.  to  1,000/.),  he  could  not 

afford  to  have  them  lying  on  his  hands. 

Farm  for  This  person  informs  me  that  he  bought  a  farm  in  the  Hauran 

experiments     ^  ^^^  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of  making  experiments  on  it  with 

in  machinrry.  various  agricultural  machines.     He  found,  however,  that  it  was  too 

far  from  Damascus  to  make  such  experiments  feasible,  that  the 

land  was  too  much  split  up  into  small  fields  to  give  the  machines 

a  fair  trial,  and  that  the  peasants  showed  a  marked  disposition  to 

maltreat  and  do  harm  both  to  himself  and  to  his  property,  and  so 

he  gave  up  the. farm. 

Ploughs.  He  sells  a  certain  number  of  ploughs,  of  a  cheap  description, 

made  in  Germany,  although  a  few  of  a  superior  quality  cost  as 

much  as  121.  each. 

Threshing  As  regards  threshing  machines,  the  chief  objection  to  their 

maclnnes.        employment  in  this  district  would  appear  to  be  their  great  weight 

(10  tons,  the  machines  and  the  engine),  which  in  a  roadless  country 

is  a  serious  consideration,  and  not  only  so,  but  throughout  the 

Ghuta  and  the  Merdj — all  round  Damascus — there  are  a  great 

many  little  bridges  over  the  streams  which  intersect  the  country 

in  ail  directions,  none  of  which  would  bear  the  weight  of  these 

machines.     This,  however,  is  not  the  case  in  the  Hauran. 

He  has  imported  from  France  two  "^gr^noirs"  (machines  for 
"  shelling  "  maize),  costing  6/.  10s.  each,  five  "  tarares  "  (winnowing 
machines),  costing  41.  to  8/.  each,  and  five  "  trieurs ''  (machines  for 
"  sorting"  grain),  costing  201.  each,  but  has  not  been  able  to  sell  a 
single  one  of  them. 

The  fact  is  the  peasants  of  this  part  of  the  country  are 
backward  and  unwilling  to  make  experiments,  while  the  large 
landowners,  who  should  be  the  first  to  show  a  good  example 
in  this  respect  and  who  would  profit  by  the  introduction 
of  agricultural  machinery  to  an  even  greater  extent  than  the 
peasant  proprietors,  are  very  conservative  in  their  views,  and  are 
apparently  very  reluctant  to  make  a  start. 

A  glance  at  the  annexed  table  will  show  that  the  United 
Kingdom  still  holds  a  good  position  among  the  importing  countries, 
her  share  being  about  36  per  cent,  of  the  whole  import  trade. 
Considering  that  some  few  years  since  we  could  claim  45  per 
cent,  and  sometimes  even  50  per  cent,  of  the  whole  trade,  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  there  has  been  a  falling-otf.  Indeed,  this 
is  undoubted,  and  it  is  under  the  headings  of  cotton  goods,  cotton 
yarn,    cloth    and   iron   that    the    loss   has   been   sustained,   the 
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gaining  countries  being  Italy,  Belgium,  and,  to  a  less  extent, 
Germany. 

The  only  importing  country  whose  trade  has  most  distinctly  France  alone 
fallen  off  in  the  last  10  or  15  years  is  France.     It  would  appear  ™*^"  ^^ 
that  French  goods  are  losing  their  hold  on  this  market,  and  gener-  ^'        ' 
ally  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  are  too  good,  and  therefore 
too  expensive.    The  Damascene,  like  most  other  Orientals,  demands 
cheapness  first  and  then  glitter  and  outward  show ;  if  these  re-  French  goods 
quirements  are  satisfied,  and,  at  the  same  time,  are  accompanied  ^  costly 
by  good  quality,  aVl  the  better,  but  if  not,  he  can  and  does  dispense  g^i^quaiUy. 
with   the  latter.      Thus   cheap   imitations   of    Lyons   silks    are 
imported  from  Switzerland,  Italy,  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary, 
to  the  manifest  detriment  of  the  former.     German,  Austro-Hun- 
garian  and  British  chemicals  and  dyes  are  ousting  French  goods 
from  the  market.     Fixtnce,  however,  has  the  monopoly  of  the  tiles 
import,  nearly  so  of  candles,  and  a  very  good  trade  in  leather  and 
fancy  goods  in  addition  to  her  imports  of  silk  fabrics,  raw  silk  and 
coffee. 

There  are  a  considerable  number  of  local  industi'ies  in  Damascus,  Local 
the  principal  of  which  is  the  weaving  industry,  in  which  there  are  induatries. 
some   5,000   hand-looms   engaged,  giving  employment   to  about  Weaving. 
10,000  workmen.    This  subject  has  already  been  fully  discussed 
in  a  previous  report,  so  that  I  will  content  myself  with  stating    * 
that  there  are  nine  principal  kinds  of  materials  made  on  these 
looms,  named  as  follows : — 

1.  "Aladja''  and  "Turkiyeh,"  two  varieties  of  the  same  kind  Variou»  kinds 
of  cloth,  being  of  silk  and  cotton  mixed ;  600  looms  are  engaged  ^^/^?'i^« 

in  making  the  former  and  400  looms  on  the  latter. 

2.  "Cutni,"  1,000  looms;  also  of  silk  and  cotton  mixed,  in 
equal  proportions. 

3.  "  Dima,"  2,000  looms ;  all  of  cotton.  This  material  is  more 
worn  than  any  other. 

4.  "  Creshi,"  30  looms ;  known  in  the  trade  as  "  crepon."  It  is 
made  of  silk  and  cotton  mixed,  and  of  different  colours. 

5.  "  Shal,"  five  looms ;  nearly  all  silk.  There  is  also  a  "  shal  " 
made  entirely  of  cotton,  sold  by  the  piece. 

6.  "Aba,"  400  looms;  of  wool,  with  a  small  admixture  of 
cotton. 

7.  "  Kefiyeh,"  100  looms ;  of  silk  and  cotton  in  varying  pro- 
portions. It  is  a  kind  of  puggaree  or  head  covering  worn  by  all 
Bedouins  and  country  Moslems  in  general,  and  occasionally  by 
Christians  when  travelling.     . 

8.  •*  Perdah,"  500  looms ;  a  material  suitable  for  curtains  and 
hangings  of  all  sorts,  of  pure  wool,  of  pure  cotton,  and  of  mixed 
cotton  and  wool. 

9.  "  Melayeh,"  20  looms ;  a  material  of  which  is  made  the  long 
veil  covering  the  entire  female  figure,  and  which  is  sometimes  of 
pure  silk,  sometimes  of  pure  cotton,  and  then  again  of  mixed  silk 
and  cotton.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  "  melayeh  "  is  rapidly 
superseding  the  "  izar,"  which  is  a  veil  used  for  the  same  purpose, 
but  which  is  of  British  manufactured  calico. 
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There  are  also  from  15  to  20  "Jacquard"  looms  working 
here,  which  are  mostly  employed  in  making  another  kind  of 
"  shal." 

Other  Damascus  industries  are : — 

1.  The  manufacture  of  various  kinds  of  furniture,  upholst^^ry, 
all  sorts  of  ornamenial  woodwork,  the  whole  inlaid,  moi*e  or  less, 
with  the  so-called  mother-of-pearl.  This  industry  occupies  a  very 
large  number  of  workmen. 

2.  Copper  and  brass  work  handsomely  and  artistically  ham- 
mered out,  chased,  inlaid  with  silver  and  engraved. 

3.  Inlaid  wood  and  bone  mosaic  work,  out  of  which  all  sorts 
of  ornamental  and  fancy  articles  are  fashioned,  some  of  the  speci- 
mens of  which  are  highly  artistic  and  very  beautiful. 

4.  Hope  making,  which  is  carried  on  very  extensively.  The 
hemj)  appears  to  be  of  a  good  quality,  but  the  rope  and  cord 
are  of  a  poor  description  and  only  find  a  market  in  other  parts  of 
Turkey  and  Egypt.  It  is  calculated  that  some  6,000  cantars,  i.e,, 
1,500  tons  of  rope  and  cord,  are  made  every  year. 

5.  Starch  making,  carried  on  in  some  22  factories,  each  of  which 
makes  about  3  cwts.  of  starch  per  diem,  i,e,,  about  1,000  tons  per 
annum.  The  starch  is  manufactured  mostly  of  "beledi"  wheat, 
although  the  "  Haurani "  wheat,  which  is  the  best  in  the  market, 
contains  more  gluten  ;  but  then  it  is  dearer  than  the  other,  wliich, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  heavier  and  contains  more  bran.  The 
present  price  of  Damascus  starch  is  about  2d.  per  lb.  One  kile 
(1^  bushels)  of  wheat  will  yield  10  rottols  (56^  lbs.)  of  fresh  starch, 
which,  when  dried,  becomes  only  6^  rottols  (36^  lbs.)  of  dry 
starch.  This  is  exported  to  various  parts  of  Turkey,  but  never, 
1  believe,  abroad. 

6.  Manufacture  of  glue,  in  which  two  factories  are  engaged, 
making  70  cantars  (a  little  over  17  tons)  of  glue  per  annum. 
There  are  four  qualities  of  glue,  known  as  the  "  ashkar "  (dark 
yellow),  the  "ahmar"  (red),  the  "thalithe"  (third  quality),  and 
the  "  as  wad  "  (black),  the  prices  varying  from  9  pias.  {U.  icL)  the 
rottol  of  505  lbs.  to  14  pias.  (Is,  ll|d.)  the  rottol. 

This  glue  is  used  in  the  carpentering,  weaving  and  painting 
trades,  and  finds  a  ready  sale  throughout  Syria,  Palestine  and 
Egypt. 

Another  industry  is  connected  with  the  cultivation  of  the 
apricot,  and  consists  in  drying,  preserving  (the  sweetmeat  is 
known  all  over  the  Empire  as  "  Kamar-ed-din "),  and  extracting 
the  bitter  kernel  from  one  particular  species  of  this  fruit  (the 
"  kl^bi "), 

Another  industry  consists  of  the  manufacture  of  soap,  in  which 
seven  recognised  factories  are  engaged. 

There  is  one  cotton  spinning  factory  in  this  city,  of  which  the 
motive  power  is  water.  Although  it  is  a  large,  spacious,  and 
apparently  well-found  establishment,  and  although  at  difl'erent 
times  a  good  deal  of  money  has  been  sunk  in  it,  it  is  not  and 
never  has  been  a  paying  concern. 

There  is  aU^o  a  fiourishing  industry  which   consists  in   the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DAMASCUS.  21 

mauufactiire  of  native  saddlery  and  harness,  much  of  which  is 
very  bright  and  attractive  in  appearance. 

There  are  also  several  dyeworks  here  in  which  indigo,  cochineal  Djeworkt. 
and  madder  root  are  chieHy  employed.  Yellow  berries,  which  were 
very  much  used  some  years  ago,  have,  apparently,  gone  out  of 
fasliion,  and  a  German  aniline  dye  ("auraniine")  has  taken  their 
place,  although  it  is  12  times  as  dear.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  yellow- 
dyed  yarns  are  .uenercclly  imported  nowadays. 

There  are  also  biscuit  manufactories,  the  product  of  which.  Biscuit 
known  locally  as  "  baksemat "  and  by  the  Turks  iis  "  peksemec,"  is  manufacture, 
sent  in  large  quantities  to  the  Hedjaz,and  is  also  served  out  to  the 
troops  when  on  expeditions. 

No  railways  have  been  completed  since  the  last  trade  report  Railways, 
was  written,  but  two  have  been  commenced  and  one  is  rapidly 
approaching  completion. 

The  first  is  the  Hedjaz  (Mecca)  Railway,  about  which  so  much  lledjaz 
has  been  written  and  said,  and  the  other  is  the  Ryak-Haniah  branch  ^'I'^aj- 
of  the  existing  French  railway,  formerly  known  as  the  "  Chemin  5^?,'^:^*™**^ 
de  fer  de  Beyrouth-Damas-Hauran  et  Bire^djik  sur  TEuphrate  "  "*^ * 
but  now  designated  as  the  "Chemin  de  fer  Damas-Hama  et 
Prolongements."  To  take  the  last  first,  I  should  state  that  the 
project  of  uniting  the  Beirut- Damascus  railway  system  with 
Horns,  Hamah  and,  ultimately,  Aleppo  was  first  conceived  in  1890 
by  the  "  Societe  des  Batignolles "  in  whose  hands  the  adminis- 
tration of  that  line  then  was.  The  company  sent  out  its  engineers 
to  make  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  country  which  it  was  intended 
to  traverse  and  at  the  same  time  applied  to  the  Porte  for  the 
concession,  to  make  this  branch  railway.  This  application  met 
with  no  success  at  the  time,  but  a  concession  was  finally  granted 
in  1893  to  a  well-known  Syrian  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Moutran 
who  practically  represented  the  Beirut-Damascus-Hauran  Railway 
Company.  It  was  made  clear  to  the  concession  holders  that  this 
railway  must  be  so  constructed  as  to  satisfy  all  strategical  lequire- 
ments,  and  with  this  object  in  view  the  line  of  country  which  it 
was  proposed  to  follow  was  to  be  submittei  to  the  Turkish 
Minister  for  War,  while  a  staff  officer  was  to  be  attached  to  the 
Commission  appointed  to  draw  up  the  preliminary  plans.  The 
extension,  as  it  was  called,  was  to  be  carried  out  from  Ryak  (a 
small  station  82  kiloms.  (51^  miles),  distant  from  Damascus  on 
on  the  Beirut  line),  to  Horns  first  and  from  there  on  to  Hamah,  a 
distance  of  184  kiloms.  (115  miles). 

The  line  was  to  be  begun  within  two  and  finished  in  eight 
years.  It  was  to  be  a  single  line  of  the  ordinary  gauge,  viz., 
1-44  metres  (57  inches),  but  sufficient  land  was  to  be  expro- 
priated to  admit  of  a  second  line  being  laid  down  later  on 
when  the  receipts  admitted  of  it  There  were  various  clauses  and 
conditions  fixr  too  numerous  to  be  mentioned  in  detail  here,  but 
those  which  are  of  chief  interest  were  as  follow :  The  line  was  to 
be  extended  to  some  point  beyond  Aleppo  so  as  to  be  connected 
with  the  projected  Baghdad  Railway.  The  Turkish  Government 
agreed  to  pay  a  kilometric  guarantee  of  15,000  fr.  on  the  railway 
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as  far  as  Hamah.  In  the  event  of  a  junction  with  the  Baghdad 
line,  the  kilometric  guarantee  on  the  entire  line  from  Kyak  to 
the  junction  was  to  be  reduced,  if  the  point  of  junction  lay  to  the 
north  of  Biredjik,  to  12,500  fi-.,  and  if  to  the  south  of  Biredjik,  to 
a  sum  between  12,500  tr.  and  15,000  fr.,  to  be  determined  on  a 
sliding  scale. 

The  Company  was  to  have  a  right  of  preference  for  branch 
lines  to  the  sea,  except  in  the  case  ot*  such  right  conflicting  with  a 
permission  given  to  the  Baghdad  line,  when  the  latter  is  to  have 
the  preference. 

AH  receipts  in  excess  of  the  guarantee  were  to  be  divided 
equally  between  the  Ottoman  Government  and  the  company. 

The  Ottoman  Government  may  purchase  the  line  at  any  time, 
on  the  conditions  laid  down  for  the  purchase  of  the  proposed 
Baghdad  line. 

In  October,  1896,  an  agreement  was  concluded  between  the 
Porte  and  the  railway  company  in  accordance  with  which  the 
construction  of  the  line  wa.s  to  be  deferred  for  a  period  of  five  years 
during  which  time  an  indemnity  of  33,000Z.T.  was  to  be  paid 
annually  to  tlie  company.  It  was  owing  to  this  agreement  that 
the  construction  of  this  branch  line  was  not  actually  begun  until 
the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  last  year.  In  1897,  the  pre- 
liminaiy  expenses  incurred  by  the  company  for  the  survey  of  the 
proposed  route,  the  drawing  up  of  plans,  &c.,  had  already  reached 
the  respectable  total  of  3,600,000  fr.  (144,000/.). 

The  line  passes  through  Ba'albek  to  Homs  (85  miles),  and 
from  the  latter  town  through  Tell  Biss  and  Er  Restan  to  Hamah, 
the  whole  distance  being  184  kiloms.  (115  miles).  Both  Homs 
and  Hamah  are  prosperous,  flourishing  towns,  especially  the  former, 
which  is  the  most  important  silk-weaving  centre  in  Syria. 

Homs  has  an  export  trade,  the  annual  value  of  which  has  been 
put  at  900.000/.,  and  although  this  may  be  and  probably  is  an 
exaggeration,  it  is  quite  safe  to  say  that  it  amounts  to  750,000/., 
while  its  imports  are  valued  at  350,000/. 

It  has  a  population  of  about  55,000  while  that  of  Hamah 
should  be  put  at  60,000.  Hamah,  though  less  rich  than  Homs, 
is  fairly  prosperous  with  its  abundant  grain  crop,  fruit  crop,  and 
rich  pasture  land,  so  that  its  exports  may  be  put  at  500,000/., 
while  its  imports  probably  amount  to  250,000/. 

There  is  an  excellent  coach  road  connecting  Tripoli  (on  the 
coast)  with  Homs,  a  distance  of  94  kiloms.  (58J  miles),  and  from 
that  town  on  to  Hamah,  the  whole  distance  being  144  kiloms. 
(90  miles).  There  is  only  one  serious  engineering  difficulty  on 
the  line  between  Ryak  and  Hamah  and  that  is  the  bridging 
of  the  Orontes  at  Er  Restan,  where  it  will  be  necessary  to 
construct  a  viaduct  about  300  yards  in  length  and  some  60  feet  in 
height. 

From  a  financial  point  of  view  the  Ryak-Homs-Hamah  Rail- 
way gives  very  small  promise  of  success,  seeing  that  there  is  no 
conceivable  reason  why  goods  which  now  find  their  natural  out- 
let at  Tripoli,  a  distance  of  SSJ  miles  from  Homs  and  90  miles 
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from  Haraah,  should  go  first  to  Ryak,  a  distance  of  115  miles, 
and  from  thence  on  to  Beirut,  another  39  miles  (nearly),  making 
154  miles  in  all. 

At  present  goods  can  be  carried  by  cart  or  camel  from  Horns 
to  Tripoli  for  1/.  (average  freight)  per  ton,  and  from  Hama  to 
Tripoli  for  1/.  9*.  per  ton,  whereas  if  we  take  the  minimum  charge 
which  the  railway  company  could  accept,  viz.,  20  paras  per  ton 
per  kilom.,  we  get,  with  the  whole  distance  of  246  kiloms.,  1/.  2$. 
per  ton ;  but  then  there  are  the  heavy  port  dues  at  Beirut  to  be 
considered,  not  to  mention  the  cost  of  transport  irom  the  shops 
or  warehouses  at  Hamah  and  Homs  to  the  respective  stations,  and 
again  from  the  station  at  Beirut  to  the  (juay  (a  considerable  dis- 
tance), which  would  swell  the  whole  freight  beyond  that  now  paid 
for  the  transport  of  the  same  goods  by  road  to  Tripoli  where  there 
are  no  port  dues  whatever. 

Moreover,  with  the  experience  of  the  keen  competition  now 
going  on  here  between  the  company  and  the  carts,  it  may  be 
readily  conceived  what  is  likely  to  be  the  case  when  the  new  line 
is  thrown  open  for  trafi&c ;  the  road  freights  will  be  lowered  by 
one-half  at  once.  The  prospect  for  the  railway  company  is  there- 
fore anything  but  bright.  Of  course,  so  long  as  they  get 
the  kilometric  guarantee  of  15,000  fr.,  the  company  can 
manage  to  keep  its  head  above  water,  but  this  section  of 
the  line,  at  all  events,  can  never  be  made  to  pay.  In  the 
event  of  the  line  being  carried  on  ultimately  to  Aleppo  and 
BO  to  Biredjik,  that  part  of  the  line  might  prove  reumnera- 
tive  enough,  more  especially  after  it  has  joined  tlie  Koniah- 
Baghdad  Railway  system  (when  it  is  made),  the  northward 
bound  traffic  of  which  it  would  tap  and  bring  to  Aleppo,  and  so 
to  the  sea  at  Alexandretta. 

The  Ryak-  Hamah  Railway,  which  traverses  some  very  rich 
country  more  especially  between  Homs  and  Hamah,  is  being 
pushed  on  very  rapidly,  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  opened 
for  traffic  before  the  end  of  the  summer. 

As  regards  the  Hedjaz  Railway  there  is  not  very  much  to  say.  tfedjaz 
It  seems  probable  that  it  will,  at  least,  be  carried  as  far  as  Ma'nn  ^^^^''^y- 
— a  distance  of  290  miles. 

The  distance  between  Damascus  and  Mecca  is  1.100  miles,  and 
even  the  most  favourable  estimators  of  the  probable  cost  of  the 
enterprise  put  it  at  5,000,000/.,  while  others,  the  majority,  consider 
that  it  is  likely  to  entail  twice  that  amount  of  expenditure. 

In  addition  to  the  great  distance  there  is  the  absence  of  water, 
the  very  nature  of  the  greater  part  of  the  country  traversed — sheer 

(lesert and  th^  unfriendly,  not  to  say  hostile  attitude   of   the 

Bedouins  towards  the  whole  scheme.  It  is  now  just  two  years 
since  the  project  was  first  mooted,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that, 
considering  the  gigantic  nature  of  the  enterprise,  the  lack  of  funds, 
and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  engineers,  it  must  be 
confessed  that  the  progress  made  during  the  last  14  months  is  not 
altogether  unsatisfactory. 

On  one  section  of  the  line,  viz.,  from  Mezerib,  the  terminus  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24 


DAMASCUS. 


the  existing  Haumn  Railway,  to  the  39th  kilometre,  the  work  of 
construction  has  been  carried  out  by  some  2,000  of  the  Imperial 
troops  drafted  tliither  in  part  from  this  army  corps  and  partly 
from  that  of  Baghdad.  The  work  done  by  the  soldiers  was  at  first 
poor,  partly  on  account  of  their  inexperience  and  partly  because 
they  were  paid  by  the  day  instead  of,  as  now,  by  the  piece,  but  I 
imderstand  that  now  they  are  doing  as  well  as  any  other  class  of 
the  workmen  engaged,  with  the  exception,  possibly,  of  some  of 
the  most  capable  of  the  foreigners,  who  are  mostly  Italians. 

As  regards  actual  work  achieved  by  the  end  of  last  year, 
65  kiloms.  (nearly  41  miles)  of  earthworks,  together  with  such 
minor  accessories  as  small  bridges,  stone-faced  wateit50urses,  &c., 
were  completed  on  the  Damascus-Mezerib  section  of  the  line; 
some  o9  kiloms.  (24  miles)  of  railway  were  completed,  and  the 
rails  laid  on  the  section  which  extends  from  Mezerib  to  a  point 
beyond  Dera*a ;  another  85  kiloms.  (53  miles)  had  been  8ui"veyed 
and  staked  out,  and  some  45  kiloms.  more  (28  miles)  had  been 
studied  with  a  view  to  a  regular  survey. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  line  will  be  completed — not  of  course  open 
for  traffic — as  far  as  Ain  Zerka,  a  distance  of  100  kiloms.  (62 
miles)  from  Mezerib,  and  therefore  201   kiloms.  (125  miles)  from 
Damascus   on  August  29  next,  the  anniversary  of  the  Sultan's 
Accession. 
Traffic  on  the        According  to   the   official  returns  of  the   Beirut-Damascus- 
Beirut-  Hauran    Railway    Company,    goods    of    the     total     weight    of 
:^urm^ne.  96,658,236  kilos.,  say,  95,000  tons,  and  148,565  passengers  were 
Receipts.      '  carried  on  their  line  during  the  past  year.     Their  receipts  were  as 
follows : — 


Passengers 

Goods — 

Petite  Titesse 
Grande  yitesse 

Total 


EquiT.  in  aterliof; 


Amount. 

Francs 
670,130 

c. 
96 

1,510,638 
27,715 

30 

94 

2,208,480 

20 

£        s. 
88,339    4 

d. 
4 

Net  profit. 

Public  works. 
Hospital  and 
lunatic 
asvium  both 
goo  I  of  their 
kind. 


These  are,  of  course,  gross  receipts;  if  from  this  sum  be 
deducted  45  per  cent  for  the  annual  working  expenses  of  the 
line,  there  remains  a  net  profit  of  48,586t  lis. 

The  only  public  works  which  have  been  brought  to  completion 
here  since  the  last  report  was  written  are  a  new  municipal  hospital 
and  the  adjacent  lunatic  asylum,  the  former  of  which  cost  nearly 
5,000Z.,  and  the  latter  1,000/.  Both  of  these  buildings,  which 
reflect  the  greatest  credit  on  the  Grovemor-General,  Nazim  Pasha, 
who  laboured  unceasingly  and  indefatigably  for  nearly  two  years 
to  make  them  as  complete  as  the  money  and  the  means  at  his 
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disposal  would  permit,  are,  especially  the  former,  large,  airy,  hand- 
some edifices,  which  would  be  considered  not  unworthy  of  the 
municipality  of  a  large  European  town.  Tlie  hospital  is  as  well 
situated,  designed,  built  and  fitted  as  any  Turkish  institution  of 
the  kind  in  the  Empire,  and  the  asylum,  though  small,  knd  not 
constructed  in  accordance  with  modem  ideas  as  generally  accepted 
in  Europe,  is  an  immense  stride  in  advance  of  anything  which  the 
people  of  this  city  and  province  have  ever  seen.  Tlie  hospital 
contains  100  beds,  while  the  asylum  will  give  shelter  to  30  patients. 
All  the  surgical  instruments  and  appliances  in  use  in  the  hospital, 
which  are  the  best  of  their  kind,  were  bought  in  France,  while  the 
bedsteads  and  bedding  came  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  population  of  Damascus,  which   does  not  increase  very  Population, 
rapidly,  though  more  so  perhaps  in  recent  years  than  was  the 
case    formerly,  may   be   put   at    225,000    souls,   though    as    no 
reliable  statistics  are  obtainable,  all  such  calculations  necessarily 
contain  a  considerable  element  of  conjecture. 

Thei'e  has  been  a  very  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  Increase  in 
built  and  building  during  the  past  year,  both  on  the  northern  and  Jh©  value  of 
the  eastern  sides  of  the  city,  and  the  value  of  land  has  increased       ' 
three  or  fourfold  during  the  last  five  years. 
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Annex  III. — Table  Showing  the  Distribution  of  Damaacua 
Exports  and  Imports  amongst  Foreign  Countries  during  the 
Year  1901. 


Country. 

Value. 

Exports.      1        Imports. 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

Egypt      

France        

Q^rmany    ••         ••         ••         •• 

Italy           

Bussia         

Switzerland           

Turkey       

United  States  of  America 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

10,866 

67,468 

20,686 

10,834 

80 

•  . 

166,020 

26,600 

4,897 

10,080 

76,680 
81,187 
46,000 

108,893 
47,816 
86,391 
27,171 
22,824 
•  38,888 
2,808 

804,886 
67,402 

Total 

807,170 

856,010 

(96) 
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Beport  m  the  Trade  of  Bussorah  for  the  Year  1901 
By  Mk.  Consul  Wratislaw. 

{ReoeiT6d  at  Foreign  Offlce,  June  9, 1002.) 

The  total  volume  of  trade  passing  through  the  port  of  Bussorah 
fell  nearly  400,000/.  during  1901  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  This  was  due  entirely  to  the  diminution  of  exports,  as 
imports  maintained  and  even  slightly  exceeded  the  high  level  of 

1900. 

There  are  no  manufactures  of  any  sort  or  kind  in  the  district  BipopttL 
of  Bussorah,  and  only  agricultural  produce  is  available  for  export. 
Climatic  conditions  having  been  adverse  for  some  time  past,  the 
exports  have  naturally  declined.  The  average  annual  rainfall  for  the 
last  two  years  has  been  barely  6  inches,  and  though  something  is 
done  by  a  rough-and-ready  system  of  irrigation  to  water  the  grain 
districts  between  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  the  prolonged  drought 
has  adversely  aflFected  the  crops. 

For  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  a  fairly  brisk  trade  was  Oeresls. 
done  in  barley  for  the  United  Kingdom,  the  supply  being  drawn  Barley, 
from  the  crops  of  the  season  of  1900,  part  of  which  had  accumu- 
lated in  Bussorah,  and  part  of  which  was  brought  down  the 
Euphrates  in  sailing,  vessels  during  the  rise  in  the  river  in 
February  and  March.  The  rise,  however,  proved  of  very  short 
duration,  and  when  the  river  fell  again  freights  advanced  so  as  to 
be  almost  prohibitive,  and  after  July  practically  nothing  was 
exported.  The  total  value  for  the  year  was  244,262/.,  a  decrease 
of  about  140,000/. 

A  small  quantity  of  wheat  and  a  fair  amount  of  dari  seed  were  Wheat,  rio^ 
shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  from  ^^  '^^^ 
the  crops  of  1899-1900,  but  in  the  latter  months  the  only 
business  done  was  in  a  little  rice  and  dari  seed  of  the  1900-01 
crops  which  were  on  the  whole  most  disappointing.  Taking  all 
cereals  together,  the  total  faU  was  from  539,000/.  to  379,000/.,  a 
difference  of  160,000/.  in  favour  of  1900. 

The  date  crop,  though  irrigation  renders  it  nearly  independent  Datei. 
of  the  rainfall,  is  one  which  almost  always  promises  well  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season,  but  has  a  way  of  disappointing  speculators 
112)  A  2 
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Wool. 


Liquorice* 


Imports. 


Foreign 
importi. 


before  the  fruit  reaches  maturity.  Thus  in  1901  a  promising  crop 
was  much  damaged  by  hot  dry  winds  at  the  time  of  ripening,  and 
in  the  result  was  hardly  up  to  the  average  in  quantity  and  very 
uneven  in  quality.  Such  variations,  indeed,  were  there  in  its 
quality  that  when  fixing  the  prices  of  hallawees  with  growers  two 
prices  were  agreed  on,  one  for  good  and  one  for  inferior  quality, 
which  is  quite  an  innovation  in  local  trade. 

The  date  season  on  the  whole  was  more  satisfactory  to  merchants 
than  thai  of  1900  in  spite  of  the  inferior  crop,  and  though  profits 
were  not  particularly  large,  fewer  losses  were  made.  Indeed, 
merchants  who  held  on  to  their  stocks  finally  realised  fair  profits. 
There  were  two  direct  steamers  to  the  United  States  instead  of  the 
usual  one,  and  a  Russian  vessel  carried  the  supply  to  the  Levant 
direct,  which  is  ordinarily  transhipped  at  Port  Said. 

The  total  value  of  aU  qualities  of  dates  shipped  from  Bussorah 
in  1901  was  327,451/.,  as  compared  with  380,973/.  in  the  previous 
year,  and  this  decrease  would  have  been  still  more  pronounced  had 
not  a  large  quantity  of  basket  dates  of  the  1900  crop  been  held 
over  for  export  till  the  early  months  of  1901. 

Prolonged  drought  resulted  in  poor  grazing,  and  the  clip  of 
wool  was  very  inferior.  The  value  of  the  wool  exported  fell  from 
256,000/.  in  1900  to  190,000/. 

Manipulations  of  the  American  market  have  so  reduced  prices  of 
liquorice  that  they  now  hardly  cover  the  expenses  of  digging  the  root 
up-country,  bringing  it  in  sailing  vessels  to  Bussorah,  and  shipping 
it  across  the  Atlantic.  Consequently  exports  fell  from  54,257/.  to 
19,077/.,  and  have  almost  ceased  entirely  in  1902. 

As  stated  above,  the  imports  for  the  year  show  a  slightly 
increased  total,  viz.,  1,277,000/.  instead  of  1,264,000/.,  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  the  chief  categories  of  British  and  British- 
Indian  goods  were  all  imported  in  increased  quantities. 

Cotton  piece-goods,  practically  all  of  British  origin,  rose  from 
427,300/.  to  450,850/.  Yarns  increased,  6,000/.;  coal  (mostly 
Cardiff),  6,000/. ;  gnnny  bags,  6,000/. ;  aud  tea,  3,000/. 

This  pleasing  state  of  thin^rs  is  in  no  way  due  to  the  enterprise 
of  British  manufacturers  and  agents  so  far  as  the  import  trade  of 
Bussorah  is  concerned,  as  this  is  left  apparently  to  take  care  of  itself. 
The  statistics  furnished  with  this  report,  however,  include  the 
goods  destined  for  Baghdad,  all  of  which  pass  through  this 
port,  and  the  British  firms  established  at  Baghdad  are  mainly 
engaged  in  the  import  trade,  while  those  here  confine  themselves ' 
almost  entirely  to  exports. 

The  inci^ase  in  cotton  piece-goods  and  yams  is  to  be  attributed 
to  augmented  Baghdad  orders,  for  local  conditions  are  certainly 
unfavourable  to  an  expansion  of  trade. 

With  the  exception  of  Manchester  goods,  a  few  tins  of 
provisions,  a  little  paint  and  cutlery,  and  some  iron  bedsteads, 
hardly  anything  of  British  make  is  now  to  be  found  in  the  bazaars 
of  Bussorah  which  are  stocked  with  the  cheaper  and  more  showy 
wares  of  Austria- Hungary  and  Germany.  Foreign  imports  generally 
decreased  in  value,  the  exceptions  being  china  and  glass  (increase 
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4,000i),  coffee  (17,500/.),  and  petroleum  (18,000/.)-  The  increase 
in  petroleum  is  due  to  the  competition  between  two  Russian 
brands,  and  tlie  market  is  now  much  over-stocked.  In  the  quantity 
of  coffee  imported  there  was  no  increase,  and  the  rise  in  value 
means  a  rise  in  price  and  a  greater  local  demand  for  the  de^irer 
Mocha  coffee. 

The  total  tonnage  at  the  port  has  fallen  from  201,736  tons  in  Shipping. 
1900  to  179,371  tons  in  1901,  a  decrease  which  is  mainly  accounted 
for  by  the  failure  in  the  crops  and  the  consequent  difficulty  in 
obtaining  return  cargoes.  In  the  year  1900  130  British  steamers 
of  161,699  tons  called  at  Bussorah,  and  only  123  of  133,863  tons 
during  the  year  under  report.  Foreign  steam  tonnage  rose  from 
5  of  5,085  tons  to  8  of  9,488  tons  during  the  same  period. 

The  river  steamers  belonging  to  the  Oman  Ottoman  Company, 
and  the  (British)  Euphrates  and  Tigris  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany plying  between  Bussorah  and  Baghdad  are  not  included  in 
the  return  of  shipping.  The  navigation  of  the  Tigris  in  1901 
was  much  impeded  by  the  abnormally  low  state  of  the  river,  and 
such  an  accumulation  at  Bussorah  of  •  Baghdad  cargo  resulted 
that  through  bookings  had  to  be  suspended  for  several  months. 

In  order  to  develop,  or  rather  to  inaugurate  Russian  trade  with  Subsidised 
the  Persian  GuK,  the  Kussian  Government  have  granted  a  subsidy  Russian  line, 
(understood  to  be  fixed  at  5,000/.  per  round  voyage)  to  the  Eussian 
Steam  Navigation  Company  to  run  'three  steamers  a  year  from 
Odessa  to  Bussorah,  touching  en  route  at  ports  in  the  Levant,  the 
Bed  Sea  and  the  Persian  Gulf.  In  default,  pi-esnmably,  of  a  more 
suitfible  vessel,  the  "  Kornilof,"  an  old  steamer  of  deep  draught, 
small  canying  capacity,  and  heavy  working  expenses,  made  two 
voyages  out  during  1901,  arriving  at  Bussorah  in  April  and 
November.  On  the  first  voyage  most  of  her  cargo  was  destined 
for  Bushire,  only  5,000  cases  of  petroleum  and  a  quantity  of  wood 
ready  sawn  for  date  boxes  were  landed  at  Bussorah.  On  the 
second  visit,  however,  less  goods  were  for  Bushire  while  16,500 
cases  of  petroleum  and  wood  to  the  value  of  1,500/.  were  dis- 
chaiged  here,  as  well  as  numerous  samples,  including  Hour,  sugar 
and  matches.  As  already  stated,  the  market  is  now  greatly  over- 
stocked with  petroleum.  The  wood  brought  on  the  second  voyage 
consisted  mostly  of  deal  planks  and  beams  for  building  purposes, 
and  there  seems  a  good  chance  of  its  competing  successfully 
with  the  bastard  teak  hitherto  imported  from  Singapore.  It  is 
too  early  at  present  to  pronounce  as  to  the  likelihood  of  the 
san»ples  leading  to  trade. 

On  the  first  voyage  much  difficulty  was  experienced  in  finding 
return  cargo,  but  about  2,000/.  of  freight  was  earned  on  the  second 
voyage  to  Odessa.  This  consisted  principally  of  dates  for  the 
Levant,  which  have  hitherto  been  carried  in  British  vessels  to 
Port  Said  and  thence  transhipped  to  their  ultimate  destination. 
Such  cargo  can  only  be  relied  on  at  the  end  of  the  }ear  after  the 
date  harvest,  and  at  other  seasons  the  Bussian  Company  can 
hardly  count  on  sufficient  return  freight  to  make  the  venture  pay 
as  a  commercial  undertaking.  Were  the  subsidy  withdrawn,  its 
immediate  collapse  is  hai-diy  doubtful. 
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Weather.  As  already  stated,  the  rainfall  during  1901   was  very  small 

The  winter  was  milder  than  usual,  and  the  summer,  though  it  set 
in  early,  was  comparatively  short  and  cool. 

The  fall  of  rain  and  the  average  thermometer  readings  in  each 
month  were  as  follows : — 


Month. 


Avenge. 


January 
February 
March 
April . . 
May   .. 
June  .. 
July   .. 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


Maximum 
in  Shade. 


BaiufaU 
in  inches. 


1  -ais 

0  17 


128 

•  ■ 

1-bi 


Publie 
health. 


The  greatest  heat,  113®  in  the  shade,  was  r^stered  on  July  8, 
and  the  minimum  (34^*5)  on  January  13.  On  116  days  in  the 
year  the  shade  temperature  exceeded  100°. 

The  public  health  of  Bussorah  was  not  much  worse  than  usual 
during  1901,  though  a  slight  outbreak  of  plague  occurred  in  the 
early  summer,  and  in  the  autumn  small-pox  was  more  than 
ordinarily  rife.  The  insanitary  condition  of  the  town  is  proverbial 
even  in  the  Ottoman  Empire,  and  little  improvement  can  be 
expected  until  the  natives  reform  their  habits,  and  cease  to 
use  the  canal  from  which  they  draw  their  drinking  water  as  a 
wash-tub,  a  bath,  a  dust-bin,  and  a  cesspool  combined. 
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Annex  A. — Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bussorah 
during  the  Year  1901. 


Sailing. 
^"°',''"        Ton. 

St 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

«am. 

Total. 

Natioualitj. 

Tons 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons 

Of 

Vessels. 

(Net). 


8,380 

(Net). 

(Net). 

British     . . 

82 

123 

133,863 

205 

142,243 

Arabian  and  Turk- 

ish       .. 

294 

9,129 

1 

1,279 

296 

10,408 

Persian    . . 

221 

11.678 

2 

40 

228 

11,718 

Freneh    .. 

14 

1,467 

•  • 

,. 

14 

1,467 

Russian  •• 

, , 

3 

5,136 

3 

6,136 

Aastro-Hongarian 

. 

. . 

2 

3,033 

2 

3,033 

Zanzibar., 

42 
653 

5,866 

•• 

•  • 

42 

5,366 

Total       .. 

86,020 

131 

143,361 

784 

179,371 

Annex  B. — Statement  of  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of 
Bussorah  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 

1 

1 

1901. 

1900. 

i 
1 
I 
Bulk,  cwts. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Barley     .. 

977,046 

244.262 

1,698,320 

382,122 

Carpets    .• 

Bales 

1,972 

39,440 

2,237 

44,740 

Dates- 

Dry      ..          .. 

Bags 

10,742 

3,223 

14,(i04 

4,381 

Cases 

883,147 

186.669 

1,110,661 

24!>.875 

Wet     .. 

Baskets     . .  . 

080,908 

136,182 

611,139 

124,807 

Skins         . .  1 

6,885 

1,377 

9,251 

1,850 

Oallnuts.. 

Bags 

12,725 

63,625 

12,391 

61,955 

ahee       .. 

Cases 

10,141 

12,169 

34,131 

37,644 

Oum 

Packages  .    , 

5,593 

22,872 

8,458 

33,832 

Hair  and  mohair 

Bales 

1,158 

9,264 

1,016 

8,128 

Hides  and  skins . . 

»>            •  • 

4,534 

22,670 

11,160 

55,750 

Liauorioe  root    . . 
Opium     . . 

j»            •  • 

19,077 

19,077 

54.257 

54,257 

Cases 

330 

38,000 

556 

55,600 

Bice 

Bags 

50,204 

15,061 

101,437 

27,894 

Seeds       .. 

Bulk,  cwts. 

392,654 

88,847 

470,556 

94,111 

Sesame    . . 

Bags 

8,839 

5,803 

9,659 

5,795 

Silkware  . . 

Bales 

108 

.    4,320 

121 

4,840 

Wheat     .. 

BuUc,  cwts. 

120.695 

31,683 

141,616 

86,379 

Wool       .. 

Bales 

31,7^5 

190,770 

42,680 

256,080 

Sundries  .  • 

Packages  .. 

5,841 

23,364 

5,569 

1        22,276 

Total   .. 

•• 

1,162,178 

•• 

1,661,276 

NoTB.— This  table  includes  both  Baghdad  and  Busaonh  exports. 
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Annex  C. — Statement  of  Articles  of  Import  into  the  Port  of 
Bussorah  during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 


Candles     .. 
Charcoal   ..     — -. 
China  and  glassware 
Cloths— 

Cotton  .. 

Silk       

Wool 

Coal  

Coffee        

Copp<*r 

Earthenware 
Grinding  stones   . . 
Haberdashery,      hosieiy, 

Ac 

Indigo       ..         ••         t. 
Iron  and  steel  bars,  hoops, 

Ac 

Petroleum.  •         . .         •  • 

Lead,  tin,  &o 

Machinery 

G-unnies    .. 

Matches    ..         ..         •• 

Medicines  and  drugs 

Paint  and  oil 

Provisions. .  . .  . . 

Bice  

Eope  and  twine   . .         •  • 

Soap 

Spices 

Stationery 

Sugar,  loaf 

„      crushed     .. 

Tea 

Tobacco     .. 

Wheat 

Window  glass 
Wint's  and  spirits 
Wood  for  date  boxes 

„      planks 

„      poles  and  rafters  . . 
Ynin  and  Iwist    • . 
Miscellaneous 

Total      . . 


Ca^es 

Bundles 

Cases 

Packages 


Tons 
Bags 

Bundles  • 
Packages  . 
Number    . 

Cases 
Chests 

Pieces,  Ac.. 
Cases 

Slabs,  Ao.  . 
Packages  • 
Bales 
Cases 

Packages  . 
Kegs,  Ac.  • 
Cases,  Ac. . 
Bags 

Bundles  . 
Cases 

Packages  . 
Cases         • 


Cases 
'  Packages 
I  Bags 

I  Cases 

>f 
Bundles 
Number 

>i 
Packages 


1901. 

i9C 

1 

'  Quantity. 

K). 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Value. 

£ 

1 

£ 

8,117 

8.117 

5,292 

5,292 

31,806 

6,361 

87,062 

6,487 

2,780 

11,340 

2,530 

7,590 

18,084 

460,850 

17,09; 

427,.30O 

150 

6,000 

128 

5,12u 

666 

19,980 

630 

1J<,900 

8,016 

16,834 

4,714 

10,606 

8,978 

58,268 

8,980 

85,880 

4,047 

16,188 

4,827 

17,808 

682 

1,264 

615 

1,280 

7,245 

725 

6,688 

669 

800 

1,500 

285 

1,425 

701 

17,750 

636 

16,400 

46,998 

23,499 

60,708 

20,354 

125,858 

81,846 

43,498 

13,049 

.. 

2,289 

4,830 

2,165 

2.284 

4,568 

1,157 

2,814 

7,937 

47,622 

6,966 

41,796 

8,968 

]3,S88 

2.617 

8,507 

3,810 

14,480 

4,151 

12,458 

3,605 

1,802 

3,020 

1,510 

11,897 

84,191 

12,689 

38.067 

14,589 

10,941 

7,146 

4,645 

4,184 

4,184 

4,045 

4,045 

1,913 

3,826 

1,671 

8.342 

17,880 

35,760 

20,133 

40,266 

2,644 

26,440 

2,272 

22,720 

79,118 

110,765 

91,263 

136,895 

27,831 

33,897 

34,315 

42,893 

8,467 

11,584 

7,044 

8,805 

5,287 

26,435 

3,535 

17,675 

9,135 

4,567 

300 

150 

8,956 

3,956 

2,426 

2,426 

6,165 

6,165 

5,686 

5,686 

189,789 

47,447 

185,981 

46.495 

94,254 

14,188 

96,791 

19,358 

32.010 

1,600 

30,000 

1,50U 

4,005 

40,050 

3,423 

34.2:<0 

45,148 

112,860 

89,790 

178,502 

•  • 

1,277,877 

.. 

1,264,055 

NoTB.— This  table  includes  both  Baghdad  and  Bussorah  imports. 


LONDON : 

Printed  for  Hia  Majesty's  Stationery  Office, 

By  HARRISON  AND  SONS, 

Printers  in  Ordinary  to  His  Majesty. 

(76    7  I  02--H  A  S    112j 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  2836  Annual  Series. 
DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS. 


TURKEY. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1901 


OM    THE 


TRADE    AND    COMMERCE    OF    BEIRUT    AND 
THE    COAST    OF    SYRIA. 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  2662. 


Preiented  to  both  Houses  oj  Parliament  by  Command  of  His  Majesty^ 
JULY,  1902. 


LONDON: 

PBINTKD  FOR  HIS  MAJESTY'S  STATIONERS'  OFFIOJ^ 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANS, 

PKINTBK8  IN  OKDINAST  TO   UI8  MAJESTY. 


And  to  bepnrchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bdokseller,  from 

XYRS  A  SPOTTISWOODE,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  B.^ 

and  82,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.  ; 

or  OLIVER  &  BOYD,  Edinburgh; 

cr  K.  P0N30NBY,  116,  Graitton  Street,  Duelin. 

T9O2T 
[Cd.  786—140.]  PHce  Three  Halfpence. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONTENTS, 


Faoi  ' 

I 
Bbibut —  I 

General  remarks 3 

Shipping 4 

Exports    4  * 

Imports    6 

Beirut-DamBscus  Bailway    11  i 

Horns  and  Kama  line ^... ^ 11  | 

Hedjaz  Railway ^ 11  I 

Roads 12  I 

Waterworks  Company  12 

Statistics 18 

Haifa,  trade  of 16 

Tbipolt,  trade  of 18 

Lattakia,  trade  of - 20 

SiDON,  trade  of  22 


Digitized  by 


Google 


No.  2836.  Annual  Series. 

Reference  to  previous  Report^  Annual  Series  No,  2662. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commej'ce  of  Beirut  and  the  Coast  of 
Syria  for  the  Year  1901 

By  Mr.  Consul-General  DRaMMOND-HAY. 

(Keceived  at  Foreign  Office,  June  9. 1902.) 

In  the  absence  of  reliable  statistics  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  G^ene^»l 
form  a  clear  idea  of  commerce  in  Syria,  but  from  such  figures  as  '®™*'^*- 
are  available  it  would  appear  that  while   the  trade  of  the  whole  H^i™  ^^ 
coast  remains  more  or  less  stationary,  the  proportion  taken  by 
Beirut  is  diminishing. 

Thus,  taking  the  exports  of  the  coast  ports   from   Haifa  to 
Lattakia  the  following  percentages  have  been  shipped  at  Beirut : — 

Year.  i        Per  Oenfc. 

1892 1  60 

1898 !  60 

1899 !  68 

1900 .'  43 

1901 .•        ....  46 


In  the  import  trade  this  town  still  maintains  its  place  as  a 
distributing  centre  for  the  whole  district. 

The  chief  reason  for  the  decline  in  exports  is  the  heavy  expense  Port  and 
entailed  on  merchants  by  the  excessive  rates  charged  by  the  railway  rail'^ay  raten. 
and  port  companies. 

On  a  coast  where  the  weather  is  generally  speaking  good,  a 
harbour  company  must  offer  considerable  facilities  if  they  desire 
to  attract  trade  from  roadsteads  where  the  handling  of  goods  is  as 
a  rule  fairly  easy,  and  railway  rates  must  be  low  if  merchandise  is 
to  be  brought  from  considerable  distances  on  pack  animals  and  then 
transferred  to  the  trucks. 

In  the  case  of  Beirut  the  managers  of  the  port  and  railway 
have  been  hampered  by  over-capiiialisation  and  have  tried  to 
overcome  these  difficulties  by  high  rates,  with  the  result  rather  of 
diverting  than  of  attracting  trade ;  and  when  it  is  found  in  addi- 
tion that  the  central  custom-house  of  Beirut  oflFers  more  difficulties 
and  delays  than  the  branch  establishments  elsewhere,  it  is  not 
(113^  A  2 
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Bad  harrest. 


Speculation. 


surprising  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  heavier  trade  is  taken 
direct  to  the  nearest  port  for  embarkation. 

The  fertile  com  lands  of  Horns  and  Hama  being  connected 
with  Tripoli  by  an  easy  and  well  managed  carriage  road,  wliere 
moderate  tolls  are  charged,  exporters  naturally  prefer  to  send 
their  gi-ain  by  camel  to  Tripoli  rather  than  to  the  Beirut  railway. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  Hauran  cereals,  too,  are  conveyed 
to  Haifa  by  camel  rather  than  by  the  circuitous  and  costly  route 
to  Damascus  and  over  the  Anti-Lebanon  and  Lebanon. 

The  trade  of  1901  suffered  severely  from  the  bad  harvest  caused 
by  the  failure  of  the  spring  rains ;  the  rainfall  up  to  the  end  of 
1900  was  equal  to  the  average,  but  the  first  four  months  of  the 
new  year,  when  as  a  rule  about  half  the  annual  rainfall  occurs, 
were  almost  entirely  dry.  The  crops  of  gi'ain,  olives,  fruit  and 
mulberry  leaves  for  silk  culture  were  all  affected,  the  latter  most 
of  all,  as  the  small  amount  of  rain  which  did  fall  came  at  an 
unfavourable  moment  and  did  considerable  damage. 

The  losses  sustained  in  the  previous  year  in  cotton,  &c.,  on 
future  contracts  did  not  have  much  effect  en  speculators,  as  large 
sums  were  lost  on  sugar  contracts.  Encouraged  by  low  prices  the 
speculators  bought  large  quantities  of  sugar,  but  owing  to  the 
sudden  collapse  of  this  article  they  lost  heavily,  probably  not  less 
than  75,0O0Z.  in  all. 
Bankruptcies.  There  were  consequently  a  considerable  number  of  bankrupt- 
cies, three  firms  alone  accounting  for  failures  to  the  amount  of 
130,000i 

Credit  was  very  bad  throughout  the  year;  the  Imperial 
Ottoman  Bank  considerably  restrained  its  business  on  account  of 
this  state  of  trade,  and  moreover  there  were  several  forgeries  of 
bills  of  exchange,  causing  bankers  to  exercise  unusual  caution  in 
discounting  bills. 

There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  total  of  the  shipping 
of  the  port,  which  was  18  per  cent,  less  in  tonnage  than  in  the 
previous  year,  although  several  steamers  came  bringing  railway 
material  for  the  Eayak-Hama,  and  Damascus-Mecca  lines. 

Much  of  this  decrease  is  attributable  to  the  quarantine  regula- 
tions which  were  enforced  against  arrivals  from  Egypt  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  but  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  trade  in 
general  nad  its  effect  on  shipping. 

The  only  change  in  the  steamship  lines  touching  ac  Beirut  is 
the  establishment  of  a  service  of  Belgian  vessels  of  the  Deppe 
line  which  are  expected  to  call  here  monthly  from  Antwerp  and 
Alexandria,  though  in  the  year  under  review  only  two  of  these 
vessels  actually  arrived. 

The  Deutsche  Levante  line,  which  has  been  running  since  1899 
between  Hamburg,  Antwerp  and  the  Syrian  coast,  have  consider- 
ably increased  their  business  of  late,  bb  their  steamers  now  visit 
this  port  regularly  every  month  and  find  good  cargoes.  They 
are  about  to  start  a  monthly  service  between  this  coast  and  New 
York  experimentally,  but  they  hope  for  good  results  as  trade  with 
America  is  on  the  increase. 
Kxporti.  Annex  B  shows  a  decrease  in  exports,  though  less  than  that 
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seen  in  the  previous  year ;  it  is  hoped  that  they  may  now  have 
reached  their  lowest  ebb,  as  even  a  poor  harvest  can  hardly  reduce 
the  total  still  lower. 

The  silk  crop  of  1901  was  one  of  the  worst  for  many  years  Silk. 
past ;  not  only  has  the  quantity  of  cocoons  been  reduced,  but  the 
yield  also  was  very  poor,  as  owing  to  the  lack  of  rain  the  mulberry 
leaves  afforded  but  scanty  nutriment.  The  production  is  therefore 
about  10  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
merchants  also  lo^  as  they  had  bought  their  cocoons  at  a  high  rate, 
and  the  expected  rise  of  prices  in  France  did  not  occur,  but  their 
losses  were  somewhat  less  than  in  1900. 

The  grain  harvest  was  in  general  bad. 

The  crops  of  barley  and  beans  were  fair,  the  wheat  bad,  while 
dari  seed,  chick  peas  and  sesame  were  fairly  good. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cei^eals  exported  from  Syria  to 
Europe : — 


Cereals. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Price  per  Quarter,  f.o.b. 

From — 

To— 

Wheat           

Barley,  jyrinding 
„       brewing 

Dari  seed 

Chiok  peas 

Sesame           .•         .•          .. 

Quarters. 
21,000 
30,000 
15,000 
35,000 
20,000 
90,000 

£  #. 
1    3 

0  18 

1  0 
0  17 
0  10 

2  12 

£  «. 
1    4 
1    0 

1  3 
0  18 
0  11 

2  16 

The  barley  for  grinding  is  chiefly  exported  to  Egypt  and 
Antwerp,  while  that  for  brewing,  which  is  mainly  shipped  at  Gaza, 
goes  exclusively  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  dari  seed,  chick  peas  and  sesame  are  sent  to  Malta,  Havre 
and  Marseilles. 

About   25,000  gallons   of     wine    were   shipped    for    foreign  Wine, 
countries,   most  of  it  went  to  Egypt,  France  and  the   United 
Kingdom,  and  the  remainder  to  the  United  States  and  Austria- 
Hungary. 

The  olive  crop  which  had  promised  well  turned  out  very  badly  Olire  oiU 
on  account  of  the  dry  season,  and  there  was  in  consequence  a 
scarcity  of  oil,  pnces  rising  as  much  as  60  per  cent.     About  215 
barrels,  weighing  396  lbs.  net,  were  shipped  to  Europe,  the  average 
price  being  6rf.  to  8d.  per  lb. 

About  3,000  bales  of  wool,  weighing  410  lbs.  each,  were  sent  to  Wool. 
Europe,  consisting  of : — 


Washed  wool 
Half- washed  wool 


(iis) 
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Dried  fruits. 


Apricot 
kernels. 


Other 
ezporte. 


Imports. 


Cotton 
textiles. 


The  amount  of  wool  exported  reniaiihs  more  or  less  stationary, 
but  owing  to  the  competition  of  other  wool-producing  countries 
there  is  a  tendency  towards  lower  prices. 

The  fruit  trees  suffered  severely  from  the  scarcity  of  rain,  and 
there  was  a  great  diminution  in  the  amount  of  dried  fruit  ex- 
ported, including  apricots,  figs  and  raisins. 

The  export  of  apricot  kernels  was  only  1,000  bags,  and  the 
price  obtained  was  also  very  low,  namely,  IZ.  I85.  the  bag,  as  against 
lU.  5s.  the  two  last  years. 

Some  650  packages  of  various  native  products  of  an  aggregate 
value  of  about  1,500/.  were  exported  to  America  for  the  use  of  the 
numerous  Syrian  emigrants  settled  there. 

These  consisted  chiefly  of  spirits,  sesame  seed,  soap,  butter, 
apricots,  dried  fruits,  sesame  paste,  and  crushed  wheat  (for  pre- 
paring a  favourite  Syrian  dish). 

The  total  amount  of  imports  for  1901  shows  an  increase  of 
about  192,000/.  over  the  previous  year,  but  a  large  part  of  this 
increase  is  due  to  a  fall  in  prices  of  seveml  articles  in  Europe, 
which  induced  buyers  to  lay  in  considerable  stocks,  though  in 
many  cases  at  a  loss,  as  there  has  been  no  great  demand  for  any 
class  of  goods  here. 

Prices  of  cotton  textiles  have  declined  owing  to  the  fall  of 
American  cotton  which  had  risen  considerably  in  1900,  and  to 
the  small  demand  in  Syria  which  was  a  consequence  of  the  bad 
harvest 

The  importation  was,  however,  higher  than  in  the  previous 
year,  especially  as  the  average  size  of  the  bale  has  increased  by 
some  20  per  cent,  the  importers  finding  that  this  increase  leads 
to  a  considerable  saving  in  the  freight  payable  on  large  shipments. 
Thus  the  bale  of  T-cloth  and  of  white  madopolam  which  formerly 
contained  125  pieces  now  consists  of  150  pieces,  while  the  bale  of 
shirting  has  increased  from  200  to  250  pieces. 

The  following  table  shows  *'  e  goods  imported  from  Manchester 
in  1901 :— 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Price 
per  Bale. 

Grey  T-cloth 

Shirting 

White  madopolam 

„       mulls 

Prints  and  woollens      •  • 
Yam       

Total  value     .. 

Bales. 
3,W)0 
2,100 
1,200 

200 
2.000 

700 

£ 

60 
75 
60 
90 
100 
42 

705,000 

The  imports  from  other  countries,  Germany,  Austria-Hungary, 
France  and  Italy,  consisted  of  about  1,800  cases,  valued  at  140,000/ 
The  efforts  made  by  these  countries  to  supplant  Manchester  on 
the  Syrian  market  have  not  as  yet  met  with  much  success. 
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Yams  are  brought  from   the  United    Kingdom,  Italy  and  Yarn*. 
Smyrna,  with  a  few  bales  from  India. 

The  British  yams  rank  first  as  to  quality;  those  numbered 
from  16  to  24  being  considered  to  form  the  best  material.  The 
Italian  yams  numbered  from  4  to  14  are  woven  into  the  rougher 
qualities  of  cloth. 

The  average  price  paid  for  the  bundle  of  10  lbs.  was  Ss.  for  the 
British  yam,  and  7s.  for  the  Italian  yarn. 

The  Smyma  yam,  which  amounted  to  about  1,000  bales,  is  of 
a  better  quality  than  the  Italian  article. 

The  majority  of  the  iron  and  steel  received  at  Beimt  is  l«>n  and , 
imported  from  Belgium,  Two  ]^rincipal  causes  contribute  to  this  *^®^^* 
fact,  the  lower  price  of  the  Belgian  article,  and  the  greater 
facilities  in  the  matter  of  payment  and  credit  afforded  by  the 
Belgian  exporters.  There  is  little  demand  [here  for  expensive 
qualities,  the  importers  are  mostly  working  with  limited  capital, 
and,  moreover,  the  Belgian  merchants  are  more  disposed  to  give 
careful  attention  to  small  orders. 

Statement  of  Iron  and  Steel  Imports  during  the  Year  1901. 


Oountry. 

Quality. 

Quantity. 

Price 
per  Ton. 

Talue. 

Tons. 

£    s. 

£ 

Belgium 

Iron  and  steel 

800 

6     5 

„    beams     .. 

160 

6  10 

I    7,000 

„    tubing    .. 

100 

10    0 

United  Kingdom  . . 

„    and  steel 

176 

8    0 

Qalvanised  sheets     .. 

50 

11     0 

V    3,800 

Iron  tubing    . . 

160 

9    0 

Sweden 

„    and  Bteel 

260 

10  10 

2,620 

German  J    •  • 

„    beams     .. 
Total     .. 

120 

6  12 

780 

13,700 

The  iron  tubing  imported  from  Belgium  was  of  American 
manufacture,  made  by  the  American  National  Tube  Company, 
which  has  a  dep8t  in  Belgium.  The  price  per  ton  w«is  9/.  for  the 
British  and  10/.  for  the  Belgian  goods,  the  difference  being 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  British  tube  is  thicker,  con- 
sequently, as  this  article  is  sold  here  by  weight  a  purchaser  has 
a  greater  length  of  the  Belgian  tubing  for  his  money  than  he 
would  get  of  the  British  article. 

Nails  are  now  imported  from  Belgium,  America  and  Italy.  NaiU. 
The  latter  country  is  losing  ground,  as  the  American  nails  are 
better  and  cheaper. 

About  1,000  cases  containing  25  bundles  were  received  from 
Belgium,  and  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  Is.  3d.  per  bundle.  The 
American  imports  were  1,300  cases  of  10  bxmdles,  selling  at 
l5.  6d.  Only  300  cases  arrived  from  Italy,  and  sold  here  at  Is.  7d. 
per  bundle. 

About  800  iron  stoves  for  cooking  and  heating  were  received  Iron  stoves. 
(113)  A  4 
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BedsteftdB. 


Buckets. 


Tin  plate  and 
bar  tin. 


Hardware. 


Window 
glaas. 

Firearms. 


Sacks  and 
sacking. 


Hessian  jute 
cloth. 


Goats  kair. 


Indigo. 


last  year,  mostly  from  Belgium,  a  very  small  number  coming 
from  France  and  the  United  Kingdom.  The  price  ranged  from 
1/.  to  5/. 

155  cases  of  bedsteads  were  imported  from  Birmingham,  con- 
taining on  an  average  five  pieces,  valued  at  about  31,  sale  price. 

A  few  wire  mattresses  were  also  received,  but  purchasers 
prefer  spring  mattresses. 

Some  650  bundles  of  a  dozen  buckets  arrived  from  Liverpool, 
and  sold  at  about  8s.  per  dozen. 

The  amount  of  tin  plate  and  bar  tin  has  largely  decreased, 
owing  to  the  use  of  empty  petroleum  cases  for  all  purposes  to 
which  they  can  be  applied. 

380  cases  of  tin  plate  sold  at  an  average  of  15^.  the  case,  and 
150  barrels  of  bar  tin  at  about  15/.  per  ton. 

America  is  now  competing  seriously  with  German  and  Belgian 
hardware,  especially  nails,  hinges,  screws,  &c.  But  for  the  high 
freight  charged  on  American  goods,  they  would  entirely  drive  out 
the  German  and  Belgian  products ;  of  the  total  receipts  last  year, 
which  amounted  to  about  22,500/.,  America  secured  nearly  half. 

About  1,500  cases  of  window  glass  were  imported  from 
Belgium,  fetching  15s.  per  case;  a  better  quality  was  also  receive^ 
from  Liverpool,  selling  at  an  average  of  1/.  per  case. 

Tt  is  not  easy  to  form  a  clear  idea  of  the  quantity  of  fireaims 
received  at  Beirut,  as  owing  to  the  absolute  prohibition  of  revolvers, 
rifles  and  cartridges,  only  the  sporting  guns  and  empty  cartridge 
cases  pass  openly  through  the  custom-house.  These  come  mainly 
from  Belgium,  and  amount  to  some  180  cases,  valued  at  50/.  per 
case ;  the  value  of  the  firearms  of  all  sorts,  cartridges)  &c.,  which 
are  either  smuggled  with  other  goods  through  the  custom-house, 
or  landed  outside  the  town,  is  estimated  at  something  like  3,500/. 
a  year. 

The  prices  of  sacks  and  sacking  were  maintained  owing  to  a 
combination  among  the  Calcutta  factory  owners.  The  arrivals 
range  from  1,500  to  1,700  bales,  selling  at  8/.  to  10/.  each.  The 
bad  harvest  naturally  affected  the  demand  for  sacks. 

A  large  quantity  of  Hessian  jute  cloth,  both  striped  and  plain, 
was  formerly  imported  from  Dundee,  within  the  last  two  years 
however  this  has  been  largely  replaced  by  plain  cloth  imported 
from  Calcutta,  in  weights  of  8,  10,  and  18  ounces. 

The  arrivals  from  Dundee  are  reckoned  at  about  110  bales 
costing  on  an  average  15/.  a  bale,  while  those  from  Calcutta 
amounted  to  200  bales  costing  13/.  each. 

180  bales  of  goats  hair  arrived  last  year  from  Liverpool,  and 
160  from  Marseilles  and  sold  at  an  average  of  12s.  9rf.  to  148.  the 
cwt.,  according  to  quality.  This  is  converted  by  the  people  of  the 
interior  into  a  material  for  cloaks  worn  by  the  peasants,  and  also 
for  tents  and  other  purposes. 

The  amount  oi  indigo  imported  is  about  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year,  prices  however  were  lower  owning  to  a  good  crop  in 
Bengal.  This  article  now  meets  with  considerable  competition 
from  aniline  colours,  the  use  of  which  is  increasing  yearly.    The 
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dye  used  here  is  known  as  *'  Bois  k  Indigo/'  and  some  260  cases  of 
this  were  received  from  Germany. 

The  import  of  China  tea  diminishes  every  year,  its  pkce  being  Te*. 
taken  by  Indian  teas.    Some  400  chests  of  the  latter  were  received 
as  against  75  only  of  the  fonner.     The  prices  were  8d,  to  Ud. 
per  lb.  for  China,  and  9d.  to  Is.  lid,  per  lb.  for  Indian  varieties. 

The  low  prices  of  sugar  towards  the  middle  of  last  year  Sugar, 
induced  numerous  merchants  to  buy  large  quantities  on  specula- 
tion, and  to  store  them  in  the  hope  of  making  large  profits  on  the 
expected  rise ;  as  prices  fell  still  lower  they  kept  on  buying  to 
cover  the  money  already  spent,  with  the  result  of  heavy  loss  for 
all  concerned  in  these  transactions :  for,  from  125.  8d.  per  cwt.  for 
sugar  from  Trieste  at  the  beginning,  prices  fell  to  lis.,  and  are 
now  fixed  at  this  quotation  without  any  hope  of  a  rise.  It  is 
believed  that  the  decisions  of  the  Brussels  Sugar  Congress  may 
lead  to  some  increase  in  prices,  but  in  view  of  the  very  large 
stock  here,  and  the  general  desire  to  sell,  even  at  a  loss,  for  want 
of  money,  it  is  not  anticipated  that  there  will  be  any  important 
improvement  on  the  Beirut  market. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  sugar  received  from  foreign 
countries  during  the  year  1901 : — 


Country  of  Origin. 


I     Number 
i     of  Bags. 


Price  per  Cwt. 


Quality. 


From — 


To— 


Austria.Hungary 

Russia  .. 
Belgium 

France  .. 


45,000 
8,000 

18,000 
8,000 
1,000 

Barrels. 
500 


I  Crushed 
Crystallised 


Crushed 


s.  d,    I 

12  6     , 

12  0 

10  9 

11  2 

13  2    I 


Loaf 


.'       15 


4.  d, 

11  0 
10  5 
10  5 
10  9 

12  3 


14    9 


Au  insignificant  quantity  was  also  imported  from  Germany  and 
Egypt. 

Formerly  most  of  the  sugar  used  here  was  of  French  origin 
from  Martinique  and  Reunion,  but  this  has  gradually  given  way 
to  the  Austi-o-Hungarian  and  other  varieties,  and  the  French 
sugar  is  now  used  only  in  refined  confectionery  and  in  well  to  do 
houses. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the  importation  of  rice, 
though  not  sensibly  diminishing  is  not  likely  to  increase  much,  as 
the  high  port  dues  prevent  the  rice  being  brought  here  for  distri- 
bution ;  the  steamers  generally  discharge  their  cargoes  where  they 
are  needed. 

The  receipts  during  the  year  consist  of  25,000  bags  from 
Bangoon,  averaging  a  price  of  168,  a  bag,  3,000  from  Genoa  sold  at 
26«.  4d.,  and  8,000  baskets  from  Egypt  weighing  99  lbs.  and  valued 
at  about  16^.  the  basket 
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CoBee,  A  larger  quantity  of  coffee  than  usual  was  imported  subsequent 

to  the  fall  of  prices  towards  the  end  of  1900,  merchants  having  to 
replenish  their  stock. 

Prices  however  continued  to  decline,  and  though  there  has  now 
been  some  improvement  there  has  been  a  loss  of  about  IO5.  the 
bag.    The  bag  of  132  lbs.  sold  here  for  about  48$,  to  505. 

The  importation  of  flour  shows  an  increase  owing  to  the  bad 
wheat  crop  in  Syria.  There  were  about  16,500  sacks  received 
from  Marseilles  and  Odessa,  the  French  qualities  selling  for 
22,s.  4rf.,  and  the  Russian  for  20s.  the  sack. 

170,000  cases  of  petroleum  arrived  last  year,  as  against  85,000 
in  ]  900,  the  cause  being  the  fall  of  prices  at  Batoum.  Petroleum 
is  now  generally  sold  in  Beirut  with  no  sensible  margin  of  profit, 
on  account  of  the  keen  competition  between  the  leading  merchants 
and  to  the  rapid  transport  of  the  article  from  Batoum  by  steamers, 
which  leaves  no  time  for  the  stock  to  become  low  and  for  prices 
to  rise,  as  was  the  case  when  petroleum  arrived  in  sailing  vessels. 

The  price  of  Batoum  petroleum  was  on  an  average  4s.  Ad,  a 

case.     An  attempt   to  import   Boumanian   petroleum  proved   a 

failure,  as  though  the  quality  was  finer  than  the  Russian  article, 

the  price  was  in  comparison  too  high. 

I  oil  485  barrels  of  linseed  oil,  and  150  barrels  of  paint  (each  con- 

and  p«int.  taining  55  lbs.),  and  700  barrels  of  white  zinc  were  received  from 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  price  of  the  linseed  oil  was  6/.  f.o.b. 
Beirut  for  the  barrel  of  6  cwt.,  21,  for  paint  and  11,  12«.  for  white 
zinc. 

There  were  also  about  180  barrels  of  dry  colour  received  from 
France  and  Belgium,  weighing  275  to  330  lbs.,  and  fetching  from 
4a.  to  4s.  lOd.  the  cwt. 

Tilei.  750,000  tiles  for  roofing  were  imported  from  France,  at  a  price 

of  48s.  the  1,000  f.o.b.  Beirut:  this  is  a  decrease  on  the  two 
preceding  years,  as  the  number  of  new  buildings  is  steadily 
diminishing  ;  only  a  few  thousand  flooring  tiles  were  received ;  a 
composition  of  cement,  hydraulic  lime,  and  rough  sea  sand,  to 
which  a  red  colour  is  given,  being  now  generally  preferred  to  tiles 
as  it  is  much  cheaper. 

Cement.  The  importation  of  cement  for  private  industries  amounted  to 

about  4,000  barrels,  while  12,000  barrels  were  received  by  the 
Damascus-Hama  and  the  Hedjaz  railways.  This  is  all  sent  from 
France  and  costs  on  an  average  4s.  the  barrel  f.o.b.  Beirut. 

The  cement  known  here  as  Portland  is  entirely  of  French  make. 
Some  years  ago  a  small  quantity  of  real  Portland  cement  was 
received  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but  the  French  cement  was 
preferred  as  it  dries  much  more  quickly,  which  is  sometimes  a 
necessity  especially  in  rainy  weather. 

In  this  case,  as  with  many  other  articles  mswJe  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  buyers  complain  that  the  British  manufacturers  refuse 
to  provide  what  their  customers  really  require,  either  believing 
that  what  is  best  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  necessarily  suitable 
everywhere,  or  not  caring  to  change  their  methods  except  for  very- 
large  quantities.  In  this  way  considerable  orders  that  might  go  to 
the  United  Kingdom  are  now  sent  elsewhere. 
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The  imports  of  livdiniilic  linii'  are  increa<inii:  every  year,  as  Hydraulic 
native  huilders  are  niAV  using  it  for  many  purposes.     It  is  brought  lime, 
from  Marseilles,  and  the  importation  is  reckoned  at  15,000  bags, 
sold  at  25.  each  for  private  purposes,  while  the  railways  received 
some  30,000  bags. 

The  quantities  of  coal  and  patent  fuel  received  during  1901  C^***  »"<* 
amount  to  1 8,283  tons.  Some  200  tons  of  patent  fuel  came  from  P**®"*  ^"*^- 
Belgium,  the  remainder  from  the  United  Kingdom.  The  patent 
fuel  represents  about  17,000  tons  as  against  800  tons  only  of 
Welsh  coal.  The  Heraclea  coal  which  is  now  used  by  the  gas 
company  amounts  to  3,000  tons,  and  this  as  well  as  800  tons  of 
Heraclea  Patent  fuel  is  not  included  in  Annex  C. 

In  spite  of  the  low  freight  and  the  absence  of  customs  duties 
(as  it  is  a  product  of  Turkey)  the  Heraclea  fuel  cannot  compete 
either  in  quality  or  price  with  the  British  article. 

The  average  price  per  ton  of  British  patent  fuel  was  325.,  and 
of  Welsh  coal  375.  The  reduction  on  last  year's  prices  is  mainly 
due  to  the  prevalence  of  low  freights. 

Xo  statement  of  the  receipts  of  the  Beirut-Damascus  Eailway  Beimt- 
Company  was  obtainable,  but  according  to  private  information  the  ^™»»<™» 
receipts,  at   least  fbr  goods,  show  no  increase  on   the  previous    "''*^' 
year,  as  owing  to  the  bad  harvest  business  was  slack  throughout 
Syria. 

The  company  made  many  attemps  to  attract  freights  by  offering 
considerable  discounts  on  large  consignments  of  goods,  such  as 
grain,  petroleum,  timber,  &c.,  but  without  much  success,  owing  to 
the  keen  competition  by  wagons  worked  by  private  owners  on  the 
old  road.  This  mode  of  transport  is  about  30  per  cent,  cheaper 
than  the  railway,  without  reckoning  the  saving  effected  by 
avoiding  carnage  to  and  from  the  station. 

The  long-talked-of  scheme  of  uniting  the  port  and  town  with 
the  railway  station,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  carried  out  before  long, 
as  some  materials  for  the  purpose  have  already  arrived. 

The  line  fromEayak,on  the  existing  railroad  northwards  toHoms  Uayak- 
and  Hama  was  begun  in  November  last,  and  good  progress  has  been  lloms-Haina 
made.     About  25  miles  of  rail  have  been  laid,  and  the  earthworks  ^^'"®- 
and  masonry  are  practically  finished  for  the  whole  route.     It  is 
hoped  that  the  line  may  be  ready  for  traffic  to  Hama  by  the  end 
of  1902,  and  it  is  likely  that  the  first  section  to  Baalbeck  will  be 
open  before  long. 

The  Hedjaz  Eailway,  from  Damascus  to  Mecca,  which  is  being  Hodjai 
constructed  by  order  of  the  Sultan,  is  not  making  rapid  progress.  Railway. 
The   line,   which  is   i*eckoned   at    1,125   miles,   and   which   will 
probably  require  an  expenditure  of  nearly  8,000,000/.,  was  com- 
menced in  the  spring  of  1900;  the  works  are  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  German  engineer,  who  has  under  him  some  Turkish  , 
officers  from  the  corps  of  engineers,  the  work  being  mainly  carried 
out   by   soldiers.     The   funds  are   being  raised   by   subscription, 
nominally  voluntary,  from  Moslems,  and  the  amount  promised  up 
to  now  is  about  400,000/.,  of  which  not  more  than  three-fourths 
have  been  collected. 
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The  quantities  of  material  received  at  Beirut  up  to  the  end  of 
1901  includes  about  14,000  tons  of  rails  from  the  firm  of  Cockerill 
and  Co.,  of  Seraing,  Belgium,  and  1,500  tons  of  screws  and  fish- 
plates. No  iron  sleepers  will  be  employed,  but  only  wood,  which 
is  being  supplied  gratis  by  the  vilayets  of  Aidin  and  Salonica  from 
their  forests.     Large  quantities  have  already  arrived. 

Three  locomotives  of  12  tons,  and  one  of  8  tons  have  been 
received  from  Belgium.  Some  machinery  and  two  iron  water 
tanks  of  15  tons  capacity  were  also  received  from  Germany,  as 
well  as  some  stone-breaking  and  other  machinery  from  Ipswich, 
but  with  the  exception  of  the  above,  all  the  material  necessary 
will  be  purchased  in  Belgium. 

It  is  understood  that  some  23  miles  of  rails  have  been  laid, 
and  perhaps  50  miles  of  earthworks  completed. 

Great  difficulties,  both  financial  and  physical,  are  being  en- 
countered, and  it  is  presumed  that  many  years  will*  elapse  before 
it  is  completed,  if  indeed  it  can  ever  be  finished. 
PnWie  roads.  The  16  miles  of  new  road  that  have  been  so  long  projected  to 
join  Beirut  with  Sidon  have  at  last  been  made,  the  work  being 
nearly  finished  by  the  end  of  1901.  The  road  should  be  of  great 
advantage  to  Sidon,  more  especially  if  it  is  prolonged,  as  it  is 
proposed,  to  Tyre,  Acre  and  Haifa. 

The  road  from  Beirut  to  Tripoli,  which  is  much  needed,  is  not 
likely  to  be  made  for  some  years  to  come,  as  the  responsible 
authorities  cannot  decide  between  the  various  schemes,  for  over- 
coming the  engineering  difl&culties  presented  by  a  short  section 
of  the  route,  where  it  is  necessary  to  pass  a  lofty  promon- 
tory, either  by  a  tunnel  or  cuttings,  or  by  extensive  zigzags  on 
both  sides. 

The  remainder  of  the  route  is  easy,  and  the  larger  part,  from 
Beirut  to  Batrun,  a  thriving  town  of  the  Lebanon  at  the  foot  of 
the  promontory  in  question,  has  been  open  to  traffic  for  some 
years. 
Waterworki  The  following  Statement   shows  the   position  of   the    Beirut 

Company.       Waterworks  Company  for  the  financial  year  ending  September  30, 
1901 :— 


Amount. 

Q-ross  reTenue ^ 

Expenditure 

£         9.    d, 
13,865  16    3 
4,862  \2  11 

Net  revenue           

9,008    8    4 
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The  contracts  in  force  on  September  30  were : 


13 


1    cubic  metre  per  day  and  over 

4  i»  f»  >» 


..I 


Number. 

728 

627 

2,706 


Totnl 


4^060 


Showing  an  increase  of  371  contracts  on  the  previous  year     The 
net  revenue  shows  also  an  increase  of  1,083/.  3^.  4.(1. 


Annex  A. — ^Ebturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Beirut 
during  the  fear  1901. 


SaUing. 

Steam. 

Totai. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of             Tons. 

Vesseh. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    . . 

185 

164,921 

185 

164,921 

Ottoman . . 

2,263 

58,163 

82 

43,387 

2,345 

101,550 

French    .  •         •  • 

, , 

90 

159,167 

90 

169,167 

AuBtrO'Hungarian 

,, 

, , 

70 

94,768 

7j 

94,768 

BusBian  .. 

, , 

*  •       • 

69 

93,925 

6) 

93,926 

G-reek      .. 

12 

1,633 

24 

8,485 

36 

10,118 

Italian     . . 

5 

1,504 

29 

40,869 

;^4 

42,378 

German  .. 

,, 

.. 

14 

23,689 

14 

23,589 

Spanish  •• 

•  • 

1 

2,180 

1 

2,180 

Belgian  •• 

•• 

•  • 

2 

3,420 

2 

3,420 

Total,  1901.. 

2,280 

61,800 

566 

634,711 

2,846 

696,011 

„     1900.. 

2,446 

69,554 

701 

777,823 

3.147 

847,377 
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AiiR'X  H. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Beirut 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


1 

1901.                                      1900. 

Quantity. 

Value.     '   Quantity. 

Value. 

Barley         

Apriouts  (dried)    

BUtimen      

Coc<y>ns  and  waste  silk 

Curiosities,  arms,  Ac 

Dried  fruits 

Hides  and  skins     

Liquorice  root       

Olive  oil      

SUk  thread 

.,    Ktuffs  (Including  silk  and 

eottons  mixed)  ...        

Wool 

Woollen  and  cotton  stuffs 

Sundries     

Tons 

^   ::: 

"r..  - 

B.C        ... 

... 

Bales 

Banvls    ... 
Bales        ... 

fi 
„ 

2,000 

860 

4,600 

6,000 

6',000 

200 

2,300 

630 

3,000 

600 

... 

£ 

6.600              3,600 
2,026               1,000 
7,860              4,000 
61,000 
3.800 

7,800               6,360 
11,000 

3,600             12,600 

3,800                  600 

368,000               2,600 

18,640                  926 
28,600              2,700 
7,600                  800 
21,000 

£ 

13,000 
2,860 
8,000 

63,760 
4,200 
7,220 
9,000 

11,200 

9,600 

387,600 

27,780 
80,000 
18,600 
17,000 

Total    ..       

... 

1     640,%16 

604,670 

Annex  C. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Beirut 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


1901. 

1900. 

1 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Clocks  and  Jewellery       

£ 
10,800 

9,600 

... 

23,500 

' 

25,000 

Coal  and  patent  fuel       

Tons     

18,283 

30,882 

18,015 

88,500 

Cochineal 

Bags     

•     45 

630 

30 

480 

Coffee         

10,000 

24,600 

3,000 

6,160 

Copper  and  brass 

Tons     

70 

6,090 

100 

8,600 

Cotton  goods  and  woollen  stuffs 

Bales  and  cases 

10,810 

842,660 

10,075 

723,126 

Fezzes        

••• 

... 

20.000 

... 

22,000 

Flour 

Bags     

16,600 

18,760 

2,500 

2,600 

Glaas  and  eiilna    

Cases    

1,460 

13,140 

1,560 

16,960 

Hardware  and  ironmongery 

,, 

2,830 

22,640 

1,462 

10,234 

Hosiery  (laces,  hats,  itc.) 

•.. 

... 

86,000 

... 

20,000 

Iron  and  steel       

Tons      

1,400 

12,050 

950 

9,600 

Leather       

... 

... 

83,000 

... 

37,000 

Sugar          

Bsgs     

74,600 

90,600 

66,000 

78,000 

Matches      

Gross    

1,700 

3.400 

... 

2,100 

Marble        

Tons     

800 

1,600 

900 

9,000 

Paper  and  sutionery      

... 

22,000 

... 

21,000 

Petroleum 

Cases    

170,000 

86,C00 

86,000 

26,000 

Preserred  goods 

t»       

8,150 

16,850 

^JS 

13,160 

Bice 

Bags     

28,000 

26,500 

20,000 

18,000 

SUkitaffi    ...       

... 

... 

62,000 

... 

45,000 

Spirits,  wine  and  beer    

Timber        

17,040 

... 

15,000 

... 

20,250 

... 

22,600 

Yarn  and  thread 

... 

58,000 

... 

45.000 

Sundries      

... 

112,000 
1.546,272 

180,000 

Total 

1        ... 

1.352,289 
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Annex  D. — Tabjj:  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Beirut  to  and  from  Foreign  Comxtries 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


Ezporto, 


Imports. 


Country. 


United  Kingdom  •  • 
IiMlia. 

Tnr\ej      . . 
Aastria-HuDgarj.  • 
Germany  .. 

FrancjB      

SSwiiierlMd 

Italy 

Belgium    . . 

RiiBsia 

Egypt 

Sweden 

Boamania. . 

United  Statet 

Other  countries   . . 

Total         ..         ..       540,915 


1 
1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

£ 

£           1 

£ 

£ 

18,25a 

30,500       1 

895,000 

801,876 

,.            ' 

25,000     1 

27,800 

27,000. 

25,750 

28,500 

21,000 

1,200 

2.100      1 

133,000     , 

118,500 

4,300 

6,500      1 

128,000 

110.250 

4W,000 

446,400 

80,600 

60,800 

, , 

34,000 

32,000 

18,600 

16,000      ' 

76,600     1 

70,125 

1,200 

1,400 

42,920 

40,300 

1,800 

1,200 

62,000     1 

41,000 

23,000 

26,300       1 

7,400     1 

8,750 

,. 

, , 

2,550 

3,000 

500 

., 

10,250 

9,000 

28,000 

45,800 

15,600 

3,500 

3,1(55 

2,720 

4,152 

4,389 

604,670 


1,5*5,272         1,352,289 


Haifa  and  Acre. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Monahan  repoyts  as  follows : — 

The  harvest  was  on  tlie  whole  l|>ad,  and  there  was  a  consider-  Trade  in 
able  fall  in  the  wheat  and  sesame  export  below  that  of  1900.    The  J®°^  ^^ 
higli  figure  for  the  wine  export  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  in  it  im^rts. 
are  included  large  shipments  for  Hamburg  mp,de  at  the  small  port 
Tafttura,  near  H«^a,  from  the  Jewish  colony  of  Samarin.     The  ' 
prices  obtained  for  this  wine  in  Hamburg  are  understood  to  have 
been  very  low.     Imports  seem  to  have  kept  at  about  their  usual 
level,  or  to  have  somewhAt  increased.     The  figures,  especially  for 
imports,  are  of  course  uncertain.     Building  operations,  which  on 
a  modest  scale  are  continually  being  carried  on,  especially  in  the 
towns  of  Haifa  and  Nazareth,  may  explain  an  increcLse  in  timber. 
About  700  tons  of  coal  were  imported  for  the  wine  making  at  the 
Jewish  colony  of  Samarin.    The  curious  increase  in  drugs  is  said 
to  be  caused  by  the  fact  that  drugs  are  imported  to  Beirut,  vi§, 
Haifa,  in  order  to  avoid  heavy  harbour  dues  in  Beirut.     There  is 
little  to  note  in  regard  to  British  trade.     One  large  automobile 
steam  threshing  machine  was  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom 
for  the  new  Jewish  colony  of  Sajaron. 

The  great  decrease  in  British  shipping  is  explained  by  the  Slapping, 
continual  quarantines  against  Egypt,  and  by  the  prohibition  of 
nocturnal  pratique  at  Haifa,  which  combined  circumstances  made 
the  Khedivial  steamers  almost  cease  to  call  here  with  any  regularity. 
The  Austro-Hungarian,  French,  German,  and  especially  the 
Ottoman  shipping,  all  increased  above  the  figures  of  1900. 
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HAIFA. 


Haifar- 

Damascus 
Bailway  and 
Haifa  Port 
■efaemes. 


In  spite  of  the  official  announcement  that  a  sale  of  the  con- 
cessional rights  and  the  works  and  plant  of  the  Haifa-Damascus 
railway  for  155,000Z.  to  the  Turkish  Grovemment  has  been  arranged, 
and  that  the  line  will  be  connected  with  the  Damascus-Mecca 
railway,  little  or  no  interest  is  taken  here  in  the  subject  of  the 
railway.  A  Turkish  admiral  and  engineer  with  some  sailors 
arrived  towards  the  end  of  March  this  year  and  have  been  survey- 
ing the  line,  and  it  is  said,  taking  some  soundings  with  a  view  to 
making  a  port.  Until  it  is  more  definitely  known  that  a  final 
arrangement  with  the  Thames  Ironworks  and  with  the  Syria 
Ottoman  Bailway  Company  has  been  made  and  will  be  carried 
out,  no  effect  on  the  trade  of  this  port  can  be  expected. 


Annex  A. — Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Ports  of  Haifa  and  Acre 
during  the  Year  1901. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Tbtal. 

NationaUty. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Austro- Hungarian 
G-erman  .. 
crenon    •  •         •  • 
Italian     .  • 
Ottoman .  • 
Greek      .  •         •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1,569 
4 

•  • 

•  • 

14,840 
63 

87 
77 
11 
28 
26 
200 
2 

39,890 
111,172 
16,188 
26,460 
34,448 
21,736 
1,482 

87 
77 
11 
23 
26 
1,769 
6 

89,890 
111,172 
15,133 
26,460 
84,448 
36,076 
1,586 

Total,  1901.. 
„     1900,. 

1,673 
1,654 

14,898 
17,816 

876 
878 

250,821 
262,842 

1,949 
2,032 

264,714 
270,157 
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Annex  B. — Eetukn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Haifa  and 
Acre  during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 


jAmi,  preserres,  vegetables, 

fto. 
Spirits,  wine,  beer,  &e.        •  • 

Paper  and  stationery 

Sugar  ..         •• 

Sice 

Coffee 

Cotton  goods . •         ••         •, 

Iron  and  other  metals         • , 


Flour 

Hardware  and    carpenter^s 
articles 

Turpentine  and  benzine     •  • 

Drugs  


Spioes.  • 
Coal    .. 
Petroleum 
Tobacco 
Timber 

Clothes 


Pottery 

Glasswares    •  • 

Hosiery  and  millinery 

Window  glass  • . 

Matches        •  •         •  • 

Silk  and  woollen  goods 
Sundries 


Tons  . 


Pieces 


Boxes.. 


Metres 
Tons  .. 


Quantity. 


813 

93 

62 

1,117 

1,013 

128 

234 

252 

675 
27 

24 

64 


88 

1,128 

700 

53 

121,169* 

2,621 


68,008 
241,369 


486 

1,197,492 

28,081 
800 


Countries  of  Origin. 


Turkey,  France,  Egypt,  United 
Kingdom,  Aiutria-Hungary 

Austria  -  Huni^ary,  Turkey,. 
United  Kingdom 

Turkey,  Austria  •  Hungary,. 
France 

Austria  -  Hungary,  Turkey, 
France,  Russia,  G-ermany 

Turkey,  Egypt,  Italy,  Uniteti 
Kingdom 

Turkey,  Austria  -  Hungary, 
France,  Egypt 

Turkey,  TJmted  Kingdom, 
France,  Austria- Hungary  (?) 

Germany,  United  Kmgdom, 
Egypt 

Turkey,  France,  Russia 

Turkey,  France,  Austria- 
Hungary,  Germany,  United 
Kinfl^om 

United  Kingdom,  Turkey,  Ger- 
many 

Turkey,  United  Kingdom, 
France,  Austria  -  Hungary^ 
Egypt 

Turkey 

United  Kingdom,  Turkey,  Egypt 

Turkey 

Turkey 

Turkey,   Rassia,   Austria-Hun- 

Germany,     Austria  -  Hungary, 

France,       Turkey,       United 

Kingdom 
France,      Turkey,      Germany, 

Austria-Hungary 
Turkey,       Austria  *  Hungary^ 

France 
Austria  -  Hungary,       Turkey, 

United  Kingdom 
Germany 
Austria  •  Hungary,       Turkey, 

United  Kingdom 
Turkey,  Aastria-Hungary] 


•  And  in  Acre  (?). 


(113) 
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Annex  C. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Haili^ 
and  Acre  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


1901. 

1900. 

Articlet. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

y«lue. 

£ 

£ 

Wheat 

Quarters 

44,026 

61,540 

58,470 

75,116 

Barley 

i> 

2,18H 

1,113 

1,700 

1,364 

Beans,  lentils  and  peas . . 

M 

23,853 

27,263 

15,096 

16,400 

Maize  or  millet . . 

ti 

36,101       11,242 

11,845 

7,894 

Sesame 

Lbs.       .. 

7,861,510 

46,454 

9,693,179 

66,700 

Olive  oil 

II         •  • 

974,732 

13,828 

925,540 

10,364 

Wine       

i>         '  • 

3,485,950 

19,014 

136,842 

900 

Sundries 

•• 

20,C00 
200,449 

11,000 

Total 

•• 

•• 

178,738 

Tripoli. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  T.  S.  Abela  reports  as  follows : — 
Trade  in  1901  was  less  brisk  than  in  1900,  owing  to  the  bad 
grain  and  olive  crops. 

Imports.  Imports  in  1901  were  greater  than  in  1900,  but  a  large  quantity 

of  goods  are  still  in  store.  There  are  three  principal  causes  for  this 
increase  in  the  imports: — (1)  The  fall  of  prices  in  Europe; 
(2)  The  news  received  by  the  custom-house  authorities  of  the 
probable  increase  of  import  dues  (these  orders  were,  however, 
not  carried  into  force) ;  (3)  The  badness  of  the  local  trade ;  owing 
to  the  failure  of  certain  crops,  merchants,  have  looked  for  other 
articles. 

Exports.  'The  orange  and  lemon  crop  was  very  good,  but  the  dealers  in 

these  articles  have  suffered  loss  because  of  the  low  price  paid 
in  Odessa  and  Constantinople,  the  principal  places  to  which  the 
fruit  is  sent. 
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Annex  A. — Rctush  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tripoli  Huriag 

the  Tear  1901. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

T 
Number 

otal. 

KaiionaUty. 

Komber 

Number 

of 

Torn. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

YoMels. 

Yeeteli. 

Yessels. 

BritiBh    .  • 

.  • 

141 

127,817 

141 

127,817 

GbmiAn  ..         •• 

,. 

•  • 

11 

16,203 

11 

16,208 

Austro-Hungarian 

•  • 

. . 

76 

117,634 

76 

117,534 

French    •  • 

•  a 

•  • 

20 

56,074 

29 

66,074 

Greek      .. 

40 

8,972 

6 

6,072 

46 

10,044 

Italian    .. 

1 

888 

16 

26,961 

16 

26,289 

Ottoman.. 

1,678 

10,788 

38 

27.652 

1,601 

47,440 

Belgian   .. 

, , 

•  • 

1 

1,283 

1 

1,283 

Samian    •  • 

1 

102 

•  a 

, , 

1 

102 

BuHian  .. 

. . 

•• 

106 

148,960 

106 

148,950 

Total       .. 

1,616 

24,aw 

412 

626,986 

2,027 

660,186 

„    1900 

1,608 

26,460 

416 

478,601  • 

2,108 

608,961 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tripoli 
durijig  the  Years  1901-1900. 


ArtioleB. 

1901. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Valuo. 

£ 

£ 

Sugar 
Coffee 

Tons 

2,974 

29,760 

974 

14,600 

»i         •• 

96 

4,200 

66 

8,900 

Petroleum  •• 

Cases     .. 

114,212 

19,800 

61 

16,800 

Bioe 

Tons       .. 

720 

7,600 

1,000 

11,000 

Salt 

>♦         •  • 

3,049 

10,670 

8,603 

12,600 

Cotton  threads      .. 

Bales     .. 

7,800 

71,600 

6,700 

70,000 

Hides  and  leather . . 

, , 

•  • 

20,000 

•  • 

80,0j0 

Hardware  and  iron- 

mongery . . 

•• 

11,600 

10,500 

Drj  goods  . . 

65,000 

46,000 

Stotionery  .. 

1 

6,800 

6.000 

Cereals  and  flour  .. 

76,000 

•  • 

Sundries     •  •         •  • 

•  • 

1 

168,600 

193,000 

Total 

•• 

489,220 

•• 

411,800 

(113) 
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Annex  C. — Ketubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tripoli 
during  the  Years  1901-1900. 


1 

1901. 

1900. 

ArticleB. 

_. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Peas  and  beans 

Tons 

270 

3,000 

850 

12,000 

Lemons  Rnd  oranges  '  Cases      . . 

240,000 

46,000 

210,000 

60,000 

Soap 

Tons 

677 

28,880 

475 

15.000 

Silk     threads     and 

wasfce  silk 

»»         •• 

63 

120,000 

85 

170,000 

Dried  cocoons 

»»         •  • 

90 

50,000 

95 

65,000 

Skins 

Pieces    .. 

40,000 

17,290 

85,000 

10,0C0 

Liquorice  root 

, , 

,. 

6,600 

,, 

8,000 

Sponges 

, , 

.. 

10,000 

.• 

12,000 

Sundries      . . 

•  • 

, , 

20,000 

•  • 

6,000 

Orain 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

287,000 

Total 

296,670 

•  • 

680,000 

Lattakia. 


Export. 


Tobacco. 


Shipping. 


Public  roads. 


Emigration. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Vital*^  reports  as  follows:— 

Notwithstanding  the  bad  harvest  of  the  year,  the  exportation 
of  cereals  and  grains  was  greater  than  in  the  preceding  year. 
This  is  due  to  the  financial  diflBculties  of  the  agriculturists,  who 
sold  their  crops  at  the  beginning  of  the  harvest ;  afterwards,  how- 
ever, they  were  compelled  by  want  of  food  to  buy  at  an  increased 
price. 

The  trade  in  tobacco,  the  Abou-Eiha  Lattakia,  which  is 
impregnated  with  the  aromatic  "eloezr,"  was  fairly  brisk,  and 
the  few  exporters  made  good  profits  through  a  sudden  rise  in 
prices  in  I-X)ndon  and  Liverpool. 

The  villagers  who  produce  this  kind  of  tobacco  have  also 
increased  their  cultivation,  but  are  not  prepared  to  accept  last 
year's  prices.  They  are  encouraged  in  this  by  the  money 
advanced  to  them  by  the  merchants  on  their  next  crop. 

Itedian  steamers  were  very  rarely  seen  in  former  times  at  this 
port,  and  Germans  never,  but  this  year  12  Italians  of  the  Florio 
Eubattino  Company,  and  two  Germans  of  the  Deutsche  Levante 
line  called  here,  and  it  is  said  that  steamers  of  both  com- 
panies will  visit  this  port  regularly  once  or  twice  a  month  in 
future. 

The  construction  of  the  long  projected  road  to  Aleppo  is  now 
entirely  abandoned ;  but  the  road  {rcmte  de  caravane)  from  Banias 
to  Kama  is  almost  finished.  The  port  of  Lattakia  will,  however, 
reap  no  benefits  from  this  road,  as  Banias  is  on  the  coast. 

Emigration  began  this  year  from  this  district,  a  number  of 
Christians  of  the  Caza  of  Banias  having  emigrated  to  Brazil  and 
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the  United  States  of  America.  There  has  been  no  emigration 
among  the  Ousarjetis  and  the  Moslems,  who  are  unwilling  to  leave 
their  country. 

Annex  A — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Lattakia 
during  the  Year  1901. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

NationaHty. 

Number 

of 
Venels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

BritUh    .. 
Austro-Hungarian 
IVench    •• 
Ottoman  •  •         •  • 
Italian    ••         •• 
Gkrman  •• 
Greek     .. 

11 
70 
80 
21 
12 
2 
•  • 

26,282 

118,189 

67,125 

20,338 

17,298 

2,661 

•  • 

•  •  • 

617 

•  • 

a  • 

6 

•  • 

6,860 

•  • 

860 

11 

70 

30 

638 

12 

2 

6 

26,282 

118,139 

67,126 

27,198 

17,298 

2,661 

860 

Totol,1901.. 
„     1900.. 

146 

•  • 

236,738 

623 

7,720 

769 
374 

243,463 
231,790 

Increase      •• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

396 

11,663 

Annex  B. — Ketoen  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the 
Port  of  Lattakia  during  the  Year.  1901. 


Articles. 

To  tbe  United  Kingdom 
and  Malta. 

To  other  Countries. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cereals  and  grains 

Tobacco 

Eggs,  albumen,  &c.     .  • 

Figs,  dried       .. 

Olive  oU 

Silk  and  oocoons 

Sundries 

Tons. 

6,156 

228 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 
39,670 
14.720 

• . 

•  • 
1,600 

Tons. 
1,000 

260 

1,000 

200 

40 

£ 

7,600 

12,500 
6,000 
4,600 
1,700 

16,000 

Total,  1901      .. 
„     1900       .• 

•• 
*  • 

66,890 
36,670 

•  • 
•• 

46,800 
42,812 

Increase 

•  • 

19,220 

•  • 

3,488 
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Aiiufex  C. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  <rf  Import  to  tiie  Pott 
of  Lattakia  during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Countries  of  Origin. 

Cotton  manufaotaree,  yam  and  thread  •  • 
Woollen  stuff,  sugar  and  alcohol 

Silkrtnif 

Petroleum 

Bice  and  coffee 

Sundries,  indudiog  wheat  and  flour      . . 

£ 

20,000 

12,000 

600 

1,800 

5,000- 

85,000 

United  Kingdom 

Anstiia-HuBgary 

France 

Bassia 

India,  Eflrvpt,  America 

Europe,  Turkey 

Total,  1901     ,. 
„     1900     .. 

74,800 
64,000 

Increase          ..         •• 

10,800 

SiDON. 

Mr,  Vice-Consul  A.  Abela  reports  as  follows : — 
In  spite  of  the  absence  of  facilities  such  as  banks,  &c.,  the 
trade  of  Sidon  appears  to  have  been  on  the  increase  for  the  last 
four  years. 

Silk.  The  silk  crop  was  less  by  about  40,000  lbs.  than  in  the  year 

1900 ;  230,000  lbs.  were  sent  to  the  Beirut  factories.  The  decrease 
was  caused  by  a  fall  of  rain  at  the  time  when  the  cocoons  were 
out  in  the  open. 

About  260,000  lbs.  were  produced  by  the  districts  of  Tyre, 
Merjayoun  and  Hasbeya ;  of  this  amount  100,000  lbs.  were  taken 
by  the  Jewish  colony  of  Djaoune  and  the  remainder  by  the 
Lebanon  factories.  The  whole  production  of  the  district  thus 
amounts  to  490,000  lbs. 

Olire  oil.  The  olive  crop  was  a  complete  failure ;  after  using  up  the  oil 

that  was  in  store  from  1900  it  was  necessary  to  import  from  Crete 
and  from  the  Acre  district. 

Graiu.  The  corn  harvest  was  poor,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  grain 

reaped  was  sent  to  the  Lebanon. 

Fruit.  The  crop  of  oranges  and  lemons  was  better  than  in  the  pre- 

vious year  by  about  25  per  cent.  Of  the  fruit  gathered  some  25 
per  cent,  was  shipped  for  Egypt,  20  per  cent  for  Constantinople, 
Odessa  and  Liverpool,  and  the  remainder  was  consumed  locally 
and  in  Beirut  and  Damascus. 

Owing  to  the  good  rainfall  prospects  for  the  present  year  are 
good. 

Shipping.  The  visits  of  the  Khedivial  steamers  were  less  regular  than 

usual,  owing  to  quarantine. 

If  the  Prince  line  steamers  called  regularly,  trade  between 
Sidon  and  the  United  Kingdom  would  be  stimulated ;  the  irre- 
gularity of  their  visits  causes  merchants  to  bring  their  goods  from 
Alexandria. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the 
Port  of  Sidon  during  the  Year  1901. 


Artiolet. 

Caaee 

Quantity. 

Plaoe  of  Origin. 

Petroleum 

89,000 

Batoum 

Sugar.. 

Bags 

6,000 

Russia,  Trieste,  Marseilles 

Bioe    .. 

i»            •• 

8,000 

Rangoon,  Egypt 

Coffee.. 

»»            •• 

800 

Messina  (Turkey) 

Flour  .. 

tt            •• 

1,600 

Salt     .. 

Tons 

20,000 

Bengasi 

Empty  bags   •• 

Bales 

260 

Calcutta 

Annex  B.— Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the 
Port  of  Sidon  during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 

Bags      .. 

Quantity. 

Plaoe  where  Sent. 

Cereals       .. 

6,000 

Trieste,  Marseilles,  Liyerjpool 
Lirerpool,  Constantin,  Trieste 

Oranges  and  lemons 

Cases     .. 

46,000 

Bones 

Tons      .. 

100 

Lirerpool 

Bried  figs  . . 

>i        •• 

1,000 

Egypt 

Baisins       .. 

»i        •• 

100 

Egypt 

Bitumen     •  • 

60 

Hamburg 
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JUport  on  the  Trade  and  Oopmevoe  of  fripoH/or  the  Year  1901 
By  Mb.  ViCK-Cojrsuf  piCK^OH. 

The  downward  tendency  in  ahipping  ftt  ijiis  port,  which  wani-  Slilppinj;  and 
felted  itself  in  1900,  has  become  more  jprononnccd,  that  ^  to  ijay,  »»^i[?^<^o"- 
Qxcli^diug  Italian  and  Tunisian  shipping,  a|l  nationalities  have 
decreased.  Italian  shipping  tbpugh  less  in  numbers  is  greater  in 
tonnage,  larger  steamers  having  called  here  than  in  the  previous 
year,  and  this  increase  in  the  size  of  Italian  vessels  more  than 
compensates  for  tbe  loss  in  tonnage  sustained  by  other  nationalities, 
an4  raises  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  al|  vessels  which  entered  by 
24,886  toj>9. 

{British  shipping  has  decreased  by  eight  vessels  and  0,021  tons,  Bntiih 
more  foreign  vessels  having  been  chartered  to  convey  esparto  to  ^^^^p**^'* 
the  United  Kingdom  than  in  1900,  and  some  of  the  smaller 
British  steamers  which  used  to  ply  between  the  port  of  Tripoli, 
Mesurata  and  Bengazi  having  had  to  seek  freight  elsewhei-e  owing 
to  the  preference  shown  by  merchants  an4  the  public  generally 
to  the  larger  and  more  commodious  Italian  steamer^  which,  since 
August,  1899,  have  continued  to  visit  ports  on  this  coast  at  regular 
intervals.  The  only  British  port  from  which  British  vessels  arrive 
is  Malta,  eight  vessels,  all  with  cargoes^  having  come  from  that 
island  in  1901 ;  nearly  all  the  others  were  from  Turkey  and  Italy, 
those  from  Turkey  being  in  cargo  whilst  those  from  Ilaly  arrived 
empty.  Oqly  19  British  vessels  cleared  for  the  United  Kingdom 
as  against  29  vessels  in  1900,  whilst  the  nun^ber  which  sailed  for 
Malta  was  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  viz.,  eight, 
and  all  except  one  took  cargoes.  The  only  foreign  country  to 
which  British  vessels  cleared  was  Turkey,  if  one  single  small  vesse 
f/nich  sailed  for  Greece  be  excepted. 

Trade  can  scarcely  be  worse  than  it  is.  Jfpt  only  Iwve  exports  Trade  ami 
and  imports  decreased,  the  former  by  22  per  cent,  and  the  latter  ^'^™™«'<»« 
by  27  per  cent,  but  the  two  combined  have  ^ot  stoqd  at  so  low 
a  figure  for  at  least  10  vears.  The  country  has  UttJe  to  give,  the 
purchasipg  power  of  the  peqple  has  been  reduce^,  and  trade  with 
the  interior  of  Africa  is  continually  diminishing,  so  that  British 
and  foreign  goods  can  no  longer  be  imported  to  the  same  extent 
(118)  A  a 
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as  formerly,  and  the  feeling  of  uncertainty  which  prevails  amongst 
merchants  and  all  classes  as  to  the  commercial  future  of  the 
country  in  no  way  tends  to  improve  the  situation. 
Caravan  trade  The  impetus  which  had  lately  been  given  to  trade  with  Wadai, 
with  the  and  which  had  induced  some  of  the  native  merchants  to  despatch 
important  caravans  there,  was  only  of  short  duration,  for  internal 
troubles  of  a  serious  nature  in  that  country  soon  afterwards 
breaking  out  compelled  all  but  the  most  reckless  to  break  off 
business  relations  with  it.  Traders,  liowever,  tempted  by  high 
prices  said  to  be  ruling  in  Kano,  lately  left  Ghat  with  small 
quantities  of  goods  for  Air  and  Kano,  but  the  caravan  trade  with 
Western  Soudan  is  now  at  a  standstill,  and  large  purchases  of 
European  manufactures  for  export  to  Kano  are  no  longer  taking 
place,  people  here  not  having  yet  acquired  sufficient  confidence 
since  the  capture  of  their  large  caravan  homeward  bound  in 
autumn  last  to  engage  in  trade  with  those  countries.  The 
quantity  of  goods  despatched  to  the  interior  within  the  last  few 
months  has  been  quite  insignificant. 

All  exports  with  the  exception  of  cattle  have  decreased  or 
remained  stationary,  the  falling-off  being  most  marked  in  articles 
from  the  interior  such  as  Soudan  skins,  ostrich  feathers  and  ivory, 
which  were  brought  here  in  comparatively  greatly  reduced 
quantities. 

Trade  in  esparto  was,  as  regards  volume,  considered  fairly 
good,  133,774  camel  loads  having  reached  the  Tripoli  market, 
67,424  Khoms  and  13,957  Zeliten,  but  it  was  unremunerative 
to  merchants.  Very  high  prices,  reaching  3/.  8s.  6d.  per  ton, 
were  paid  for  grass  here  in  the  early  spring  owing  to  keen 
competition  between  buyers,  and  as  there  wets  scarcely  any 
corresponding  increase  in  the  value  of  the  article  in  the  United 
Kingdom  no  profits  were  made,  and  later  in  the  year,  when  prices 
fell  to  their  proper  level,  any  advantage  gained  thereby  to  buyers 
barely  balanced  previous  losses.  All  the  fibre  was  shipped  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  viz.  :— 


Exports. 


Eiparto. 


Spongbs, 


Prom- 

Quantity. 

Port  of  Tripoli       

Khoms        • .         •  •         •  •         •  • 

Zeliten         

Tabia          

Tons. 

16,698 

10,711 

3,269 

2,266 

Totol       

32,943 

The  number  of  craft  engaged  in  the  sponge  fishery  was  very 
much  less  than  in  1900,  many  boats  having  gone  to  Tunisian 
waters  and  other  parts  of  the  North  African  coast  in  quest  of 
sponges.  The  value  of  sponges  fished  in  Tripolitan  waters  did 
not  amount  to  half  what  it  was  in  the  pi-evious  year,  18,500  okes 
(52,540  lbs.),  valued  at  19,200/.,  being  landed  at  the  port  of  Tripoli 
from    fishing  boats  and  subsequently  exported  to  Europe,  auJ 
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16,000  okes  (45,440  lbs.),  worth  18,300/.,  kept  on  board  the  boats 
and  conveyed  in  them  direct  to  Greece  and  finally  disposed  of  there. 
During  the  winter  months  a  very  few  boats  continued  fishing  in 
these  waters,  securing  only  about  1,600  okes  (4,544  lbs.),  of  the 
value  of  1,800/.,  which  constituted  practically  the  only  sponges  in 
stock  here  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  not  likely  the  coming 
season  will  be  brisk,  as  the  Turkish  Government  has  lately 
prohibited  foreign  vessels  from  fishing  sponges  in  these  waters, 
a  measure  which  is  sure  to  keep  nearly  all  the  craft  away,  as 
with  the  exception  of  a  fevf  they  are  all  under  Greek  colours. 
The  loss  in  revenue,  in  consequence  of  the  prohibition,  to  the 
Public  Debt  Office  here,  which  levies  a  fee  of  about  30Z.  on 
each  license,  will  be  considerable.  Again,  as  in  the  two  previous 
years,  the  Greek  Government  sent  a  Government  transport  or 
hospital  ship  here  during  the  busy  season  to  look  after 
sponge  boats  and  attend  to  the  wants  of  injured  and  sick  Greek 
seamen. 

The  quantity  of  barley  exported  was  very  small,  viz.,  24,400  qrs..  Barley. 
23,000  qrs.  of  wliich  went  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  1,400  qrs. 
to  Timis.  That  to  the  United  Kingdom  was  put  on  board  at  no  less 
than  three  different  places,  viz.,  the  port  of  Tripoli,  Mesurabi 
and  Zeliten.  As  tlie  cun^ent  year's  harvest  has  not  been  good, 
blight  and  late  rains  having  injured  and  caused  the  barley  to  turn 
brown  and  be  unfit  for  brewing  purposes,  it  is  not  likely  any  will 
be  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  even  should  there  be  a  margin 
for  exportation. 

Few   sheep   were   exported,   but   the    number   of    cattle,  i.e..  Cattle, 
bullocks  and  cows,  though  not  so  large  as  in  some  years,  was 
certainly  above  the  average.     All  cattle  goes  to  Malta. 

As  a  rule  imports  have  decreased,  the  diminution  being  most  Importi. 
marked  in  flour  and  barley,  the  latter  of  which  became,  though  on 
a  small  scale,  an  article  of  export.  The  exceptions  are  tea,  sugar, 
rice,  wines  and  spirits,  but  they  do  not  exhibit  any  striking 
difference  over  values  in  1900,  and  practically  do  not  reduce  tluj 
decrease  which  has  taken  place  in  the  aggregate  value  of  imports 
since  that  year. 

About  60  per  cent,  of  the  flour  comes  from  Italy,  30  per  cent.  F'lour. 
from  France,  and  1 0  per  cent,  from  Turkey.     As  the  food  supply 
of  the  country  was  not  so  bad  as  in  the  ]3revious  year  less  of  this 
article  was  required  for  the  wants  of  the  people. 

Sugar  is  nearly  all  from  Trieste  and  Fiume,  and  therefore  of  Teaandiugar, 
Austro-Hungariau  origin.  Six  years  ago,  when  the  natives  began 
to  evince  a  liking  for  tea  and  the  demand  for  it  rapidly  increased, 
sugar  also  began  to  arrive  in  larger  quantities.  Since  then  th(i 
quantity  of  tea  consumed  here  has  quadrupled,  and  as  the  people 
drink  it  highly  sweetened  its  use  has  led  to  a  corresponding 
increase  in  sugar.  Tea  is  nearly  all  green  tea  and  of  inferior 
quality,  but  sugar  is  of  many  varieties,  some  fine,  others  coarse. 

The   state  of    agriculture,    which    in    this    country   is    very  Agriculture, 
primitive,  depends  almost  entirely  on  the  rainfall,  as  with  the 
exception  of  putting  seed  in  the  ground  and  planting  a  tree  here 
(118)  ,  A  3 
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Public  woris. 
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and  there,  everything  is  left  to  Nature.  Although  rain  fell  duriog 
the  season  of  1900-01,  the  quantity,  measured  in  inches,  was  small 
and  not  sufiScient  to  develop  a  good  harvest.  Wheat  and  barley 
were  not  over  productive  and  little  better  than  in  the  previous 
year,  or  below  the  average. 

The  rule  which  has  long  prevailed  here  that  dates  are  good 
when  olives  are  bad,  and  vice  vcrsd,  did  not  hold  good  in  1901,  for 
not  only  was  the  date  crop  inferior,  but  olives  also  fell  much 
below  the  average.  This  again  was  mainly  due  to  rainfall, 
which  wliilst  over-sufficient  for  dates  was  not  copious  enough  for 
olives.  Oranges  and  lemons,  however,  which  are  artificially 
watered  when  occasion  requires,  and  receive  some  attention  from 
the  natives,  fared  somewliat  better. 

As  regards  live-stock  conditions  were  more  favourable  than  in 
the  previous  year,  cattle  breeders  and  sheep  farmers  not  having 
had  the  same  difficulties  to  contend  with,  and  although  animals 
were  not  over  plentiful  or  in  such  fine  condition  as  in  good  years, 
they  suffered  no  privations  and  kept  healthy. 

Harvest  prospects  for  1902  are  not  assuring,  and  taking  the 
country  as  a  whole  there  will  not  be  a  good  grain  crop.  AVheat 
and  barley  may  have  partially  succeeded  in  eastern  districts  or 
places  where  the  soil  is  sandy  and  requires  little  water,  but  they 
have  failed  in  others,  especially  those  of  a  clayey  nature  which 
require  more  moisture,  and  the  rich  plain  of  Gattis,  the  most 
important  in  this  country,  has  nob  been  brought  under  the  plough 
at  all. 

As  soon  as  all  danger  of  rough  weather  interfering  with  the 
extension  of  the  custom-house  quay  was  over  the  contemplated 
improvements,  which  had  been  urgently  asked  for  by  merchants, 
were  taken  in  hand,  and  before  winter  set  in  a  substantial  space 
opposite  the  custom-house  was  added  for  the  acconmiodation  of 
goods.  To  prevent  tlie  sea  washing  over  the  quay  a  low  wall 
was  built  over  its  side  witli  seveml  openings  through  which 
boats  can  discliarge  goods,  so  that  so  far  as  sea-water  is  concerned 
sufficient  protection  against  damage  has  been  secured,  but  as 
regards  rain  the  risks  are  still  the  same,  as  the  shed  which  has 
been  put  up  remains  uncovered  i'or  want  of  funds,  and  warehouse 
accommodation  inside  the  custom-house  is  somewhat  restricted, 
although  new  olficos  have  been  added.  However,  as  the  wet 
weather  is  now  over  the  necessity  for  covering  the  shed  is  not  very 
pressing,  and  as  the  most  important  part  of  it  is  up,  there  is  a 
fair  prospect  of  its  being  finished  before  the  rains  again  set  in. 

It  may  also  be  mentioned  that  the  main  street,  along  which 
nearly  all  the  traffic  passes  through  the  town  on  its  way  to  and 
from  the  shipping,  is  being  paved,  and  that  other  minor  improve- 
ments are  contemplated  and  in  progress. 

The  information  contained  in  the  annexed  commercial  tables  is 
always  difficult  to  obtain,  and  the  figures  of  some  of  the  items  are 
oniy  approximate,  for  wliilst  the  shipping  return,  which  is  made 
out  from  official  registers,  is  quite  reliable,  the  other  tables  are  not 
absolutely  so.     Nevertheless,  considering  the  pains  takeh  to  secure 
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exact  particulars,  all  the  tables  may  be  accepted  as  practically 
correct 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tripoli  during  the  Year 

1901. 

Entered. 


• 

SaUing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NationaUly. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    •• 

8 

288 

88 

81,687 

41 

81,976 

Ottoman.. 

253 

4,598 

8 

7,848 

261 

11,941 

Italian     .  •         • . 

14 

1,151 

159 

170,470 

178 

171,621 

Frenoh    .. 

•  • 

•  • 

50 

88,930 

50 

88,950 

Norwegian 

•  • 

,, 

4 

4,747 

4 

4,747 

Tunisian .  •         •  • 

186 

8,028 

•  • 

,. 

186 

8,023 

Gorman  «•         •• 

, , 

,, 

2 

2,212 

2 

2,212 

Greek      •  •         •  • 

92 

1,678 

1 

863 

98 

1,936 

Montenegrin      •  • 

6 

964 

•  • 

• . 

6 

964 

Other  nationalities 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

4,057 

4 

4,057 

Total 

609 

11,592 

261 

259,834 

770 

271.426 

„     1900.. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

1,008 

246,540 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 


Sailing. 


Number 
of 

Vessels. 


Tons. 


Steam. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Total, 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


British  •  • 
Ottoman  •  • 
Italian  .  • 
French  . • 
Norwegian 
Tunisian .  • 
German  •• 
Greek  •  • 
Houtenegrin 
Other  nationalities 


10 
249 

15 


135 

'92 
6 


420 
4,568 
1,883 


8,021 

1,678 
964 


82 

8 
159 

60 

4 
•  • 
2 
1 


29,412 

7,848 

170,470 

38,950 
4,747 

2V212 


4,057 


Total 


1900.. 


507 


11,874    ;      260 


257,569 


42 
257 
174 

50 
4 
135 
2 
98 
6 
4 


11,911 

171,808 

88,950 

4,747 

8,021 

2,212 

1,986 

964 

4^057 


767 
1,087 


269,488 
246,508 
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Bbtubn  of  Prmcipal  Articleg  of  Export  from  Tripoli  durtag 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Artiolef. 

Value. 

1901. 

1900. 

Esparto  fibre 

Skins  and  hides 

Sponges 

Ostrich  feathen 

Barlej 

Cattle 

Mat 

Henn^ 

^WB        

Madder  root 

Old  silver          

Trory      ..         .,         •• 
Katron    ..         ,.         ,«         •. 
Other  iu^tiole 

£ 
76,600 

44,400 

87,600 

28,000 

24,500 

19,000 

11,800 

11,500 

8,900 

7,200 

6,200 

2,200 

1,600 

48,200 

99,000 
58,500 
77,600 
54,600 

16,600 

10,600 

10,000 

9,600 

6,500 

14,500 

6,000 

2,200 

53,800 

Tolal 

326,500 

418,500 

IiETUBN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tripoli  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Articles. 


British  cloth  manufactures 
Foreign    „  „ 

Flour      

Sugar 

Colonial  produce 

Tobacco  .. 

Provisions 

Iron         ••         •• 

Yarn       

Tea         

Hif..        

Coffee 

Charcoal  and  firewood  .  • 
Planks  and  timber        •  • 
Wines  and  spirits 
Petroleum  •  •         •  • 

Biirer  in  ban     . . 

Coal        

Wheat  and  barlej         •  • 
I  )tber  aruoles    . .         •  • 


Total 


Value. 


1901. 


£ 
59,000 
18,000 
54,500 
29,000 
23,000 
22,000 
19,500 
16,000 
15,500 
13,500 
12,500 
8,600 
7,200 

6,r,oo 

5,500 
2,400 
1,550 
1,150 

48,600 


364,000 


1900. 


£ 

86,000 

21,600 

126,000 

24,400 

27,000 

32,500 

19,000 

17,000 

17,500 

12,000 

10,800 

9,200 

8,100 

7,500 

4^200 

2,860 

450 

1,400 

24,600 

45,600 


490,500 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Kxpoiteil  from  and 
Imported  to  Tripoli  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1901-1900. 


Country. 


United  Kingdom 
Turkey.. 
France  •• 
Italy      .. 
AuBtria-Hungary 
United  States  . . 
Tunis    .. 
Germany         .  • 
Belgium 
Other  countries 


Exports. 


Imporls. 


1901. 


1900. 


1001. 


1000. 


£ 
151,000 
2G,000 
48,000 
11,000 
10,000 
30,600 
16,000 
1,500 

32,500 


£ 

170,500 
30,500 
95,000 
13,000 
11,000 
48,500 
17,000 
2,500 

30,500 


127,000 
43,000 
41,000 
44,000 
65,000 

8,000  » 
17,500 
12,000 
16,500 


£ 
158,000 
38,500 
90,500 
04,000 
66,000 

7,500 
10,500 
13,200 
13,300 


Total 


.  I  326,500 


418,500 


364,000 


490,500 
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Rpport  on  the  Trade  aiid  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Smyrna  for  the  Year  19Q1 

By  Mr.  Vick-Gonsul  HAiiPSON. 

•  (Bcceiyed  at  Foreign  OiBoe,  June  24, 1902.) 

As  stated  in  my  report  last  year,  the  oflBcial  returns  of  trade  Introductory, 
are  published  so  late  that  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  as  yet  a 
complete  and  detailed  account  of  the  trade  of  last  year,  and  the 
general  figures  given  are  so  unreliable  that  they  are  hardly  worth 
quoting.  The  detailed  tables  (Annexes  A  and  B)  now  forwarded 
of  the  import  and  export  trade  for  1900  differ  so  largely  from  the 
total  figures,  which  were  furnished  by  the  Turkish  officials  and 
purported  to  be  the  trade  statistics  for  that  year,  that  it  would 
almost  appear  as  if  the  figures  for  a  part  of  the  year  must  have 
been  substituted  for  those  of  the  whole  year. 

For  the  year  1901  I  am  now  able  to  forward  the  detailed 
figures  for  the  export  trade  (Annex  B),  but  for  the  import  trade 
I  have  only  been  able  so  far  to  obtain  general  figures  for  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year  (Annex  C). 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  value  of  the  exports  from  Smyrna  Exporti. 
in  1901  was  nearly  2O0,000Z.  more  than  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  that  the  United  Kingdom  was  the  purchaser  of  goods 
to  the  value  of  2,460,000/.  in  1901,  as  against  2,378,000/. 
in  the  former  year.  This  increased  value  of  purchases  by  the 
United  Kingdom  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  the  increased 
amount  of  barley  shipped,  practically  the  whole  amount  exported 
from  Smjrma  going  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  United  Kingdom  also  suppHes  far  more  of  the  wants  of  Imporfci. 
Smyrna  than  any  other  foreign  country,  the  value  of  imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom  in  1900  being  774,000/.  out  of  a  total  value 
of  2,540,000/.  There  has  been,  however,  a  serious  reduction  in 
the  value  of  British  imports  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  ; 
in  1899  the  value  of  the  goods  supplied  to  Smyrna  by  the  United 
Kingdom  was  over  1,000,000/. 

Annex  D  is  a  return  of  the  shipping  movement  at  the  port  Shipping, 
of  Smyrna  during  the  year  1901,  and  ilnnex  E  gives,  in  tabulated 
form,  the  revenue  of  the  vilayet  of  Aidin  during  1899,  the  last  Berenue. 
year  for  which  the  figures  are  obtainable.     This  table  does  not 
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include  the  receipts  of  the  custom-house  nor  the  sums  collected  by 
the  Public  Debt  Department 
Trade  with  The  export  trade  of  Smyrna  depends  almost  entirely  on  the 

intenop.  products  received  from  the  interior.     The  prosperity  of  the  port 

as  regards  exports  varies  in  proportion  to  the  energy,  enterprise 
and  productive  powers  of  the  country  population.  It  may,  there- 
fore, not  be  without  interest  to  give  a  short  account  of  the 
methods  of  trade  between  Smyrna  and  the  interior. 

The  agriculturists  in  Anatolia  have  been  passing  through  hard 
times.  They  are  always  at  the  mercy  of  the  weather  and  of 
various  accidents  which  ruin  the  crops.  Moreover,  they  are 
subject  to  many  taxes,  and  being  always  short  of  money  are  forced 
to  borrow  on  ruinous  terms  or  to  sell  their  crops  in  the  blade  at 
miserable  prices. 

Agents  of  houses  in  Smyrna  buy  the  crops  from  the  villagers, 
and  either  resell  them  on  the  spot  to  speculators  or  send  them 
to  Smyrna  in  the  hopes  of  realising  larger  profits.  The  quantity 
of  grain  sent  to  Smyrna  depends  largely  on  European  prices. 
The  exporter  has  generally  to  buy  in  small  quantities,  large  sellers 
being  difficult  to  find.  Consequently  it  is  with  difficulty  that  he 
can  collect  a  cargo,  and  being  exposed  to  the  variation  of  prices  on 
the  market,  it  is  at  considerable  risk  that  he  can  accept  a  large 
order  from  JEurope. 

The  old  method  of  bringing  agricultural  products  to  Smyrna 
by  camel  caravan,  though  very  slow  and  uncertain,  had  the 
advantage  that  the  grain,  &c.,  was  loaded  on  the  actual  place  of 
growth.  Now  the  produce  is  conveyed  by  camels  to  the  nearest 
railway  station,  and  the  two  railways  undoubtedly  save  from 
loss  a  great  quantity  which  otherwise  would  have  been  wasted 
for  want  of  means  of  transport  or  sold  at  a  very  reduced  price. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  certain  large  export  houses  in 
Smyrna  to  establish  branches  in  the  interior  to  deal  directly 
with  the  producer  and  dispense  with  the  local  agents,  but  it  was 
a  failure,  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  was  found  to  raise 
prices  immediately  on  the  spot,  and,  moreover,  no  stranger  can 
deal  with  the  local  producers  on  as  favourable  terms  as  a  native. 

Credit  has  always  been  a  difficult  question  in  dealing  with 
the  interior,  unsecured  advances  having  been  found  very  risky. 
Consequently  the  custom  is  for  the  houses  in  Smyrna  only  to 
accept  bills  drawn  by  the  purchasing  agents  in  the  interior  after 
seeing  the  loading  receipts  of  the  railway  company.  Even  then 
only  part  of  the  agreed  price  is  paid  to  avoid  the  possible  danger 
of  an  over  valuation  of  the  produce,  the  recovery  of  which,  when 
once  paid,  would  be  extremely  difficult. 

The  railway  companies  allow  a  short  interval  for  the  purchaser 
in  Smyrna  to  withdraw  the  goods  from  the  railway  storehouses ; 
on  the  expiration  of  this  time  a  storehouse  charge  is  levied  and 
this  often  amounts  to  large  sums,  the  purchasers  leaving  the 
produce  in  the  storehouses  in  the  hope  of  a  rise  of  prices.  As 
long  as  the  railways  have  sufficient  storage  room  and  risk  no 
losses  this  system  suits  them  well. 
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From  the  railway  stations  at  Smyrna  the  produce  is  carried 
in  carts  or  on  camels  to  the  purchasers'  storehouses  or  to  the  quay 
U)Y  loading.  The  Smyrna  Exchange  is  the  place  where  most  of 
the  deals  are  made,  and  they  are  nearly  always  concluded 
verbally,  failures  to  keep  such  verbal  engagements  being  very 
rare,  notwithstanding  the  temptation  offered  by  rapid  variations 
of  prices.  Sales  before  delivery  are  rare,  and  in  such  cases  a 
regular  contract  is  obligatory,  bearing  money  advances  of  50  to 
70  per  cent. 

Payments  of  purchases  are  made  on  the  following  Saturdays 
or  in  two  weekly  instalments. 

The  harbour  of  Smyrna  has  an  area  of  about  50  acres  with  a  Harbour, 
depth  of  over  18  feet  alongside  the  quays  and  of  about  36  feet 
in  its  deepest  parts.  The  anchorage  in  the  roads  is  also  excellent 
There  are  no  officially  recognised  pilots,  captains  who  may  need 
them  engaging  them  when  entering  the  gulf.  The  charge  is 
4/.  for  entering  and  leaving  the  gulf  and  21.  for  entering  the 
port  only. 

The  port  dues  consist  of : —  Port  dvuuu 

A. — Sanitary  dues,  including  pratique,  quarantine  and  pilgrim 
dues. 

B. — Light  dues. 

C, — Anchorage  dues. 

Moreover,  there  are  the  hospital  and  other  fees  levied  on 
British  shipping  at  the  British  Consulate-General.  Fresh  water 
is  plentiful  and  good,  and  costs  about  2$,  per  ton  on  board. 
Provisions  are  also  cheap.  Repairs,  &c.,  of  all  sorts  can  be 
carried  out  in  the  harbour,  and  means  of  embarking  and  dis- 
embarking are  plentiful;  the  annual  shipping  movement  in  the 
harbour  is  about  1,500,000  tons. 

C.I.F. :  Most  goods  shipped  to  Smyrna  are  protected  by  these  c.r.P. 
letters.  The  effect  of  the  clause  indicated  by  these  letters  in  a 
contract  of  sale  is  to  transfer  to  the  purchaser  or  importer  all 
risks  to  which  the  goods  may  be  exposed  during  their  voyage. 
The  seller  naturally  seeks  to  relieve  himself  of  all  responsibility 
as  to  the  goods  he  has  sold  as  soon  as  he  is  no  longer  in  a  position 
to  watch  over  them,  i,e.,  as  soon  as  they  have  been  handed  over  to 
the  captain  of  the  vessel  in  which  they  are  shipped,  and  it  is 
then  that  they  run  the  greatest  risks.  The  seller  by  sending  to 
the  consignee  the  bill  of  lading,  &c.,  and  by  specifying  the 
goods  sold,  transfers  these  risks  to  the  latter ;  and  all  damage  or 
loss  after  shipment  concerns  him  only.  But  this  only  happens  if 
the  conditions  of  sale  C.I.F.  have  been  strictly  observed,  one  of 
these  conditions  being  the  specification  of  the  goods.  This  is  done 
by  declaring  the  ship  which  carries  the  goods,  and  by  handing  over 
without  delay  all  the  necessary  documents.  These  documents 
must  be  sent  to  the  consignee  by  the  quickest  means  available 
after  shipment  of  the  goods,  otherwise  the  shipper  might  submit 
the  consignee  to  risks  for  goods  which  the  fonuer  already  knew  to 
be  damaged. 
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Again,  the  shipper  is  bound  in  the  interests  of  the  consignee 
to  insure  the  goods.     If  he  fail  to  do  this  the  risks  are  his. 

Once  these  conditions  have  been  fulfilled  the  consignee  is 
responsible  for  all  losses.  The  result  is  that  it  is  the  consignee 
and  not  the  shipper  who  should  take  all  necessary  steps  and  make 
all  claims  for  goods  dami^ed  during  the  voyage,  should  they  have 
been  shipped  under  the  clause  C.I.F.  Even  in  the  case  of  goods 
shipped  *'  f .o.b.  Smyrna,"  it  is  usual  in  Smyrna  for  the  consignee 
to  take  steps  to  secure  (without  incurring  any  responsibility)  such 
necessary  measures  as  survey,  &c.,  of  damaged  goods  on  behalf  of 
the  shipper. 


Annex  A — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Smyrna 
during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Artinles. 

Value. 

1899. 

1900. 

Manufaoturefl :  textiles  of  ftU  kinds  and  yarns 
Colonial  and  agricultural  produce      .  • 

Minerals,  coal  and  petroleum 

Hardware  and  kindred  goods  . . 

Wood,  timber  and  goods  made  therefrom    . . 

Alcohol  and  alcoholic  drinks 

Jute  bags  and  hemp  goods 

Paper,  printing  material,  &c 

Drags,  chemicals,  &c.  . . 

Glass,  glassware  and  china 

Leather,  &c 

Sundries 

£ 

1,197,147 

481,325 

208,869 

122,231 

70,886 

66,829 

55,381 

51,650 

48,857 

48,547 

88,422 

224,291 

£ 

906,621 

600,287 

326,801 

191,068 

92,619 

68,012 

69,274 

85,817 

68,506 

48,466 

61,552 

179,717 

Total 

2,562,885 

2,588,240 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Smyrna 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Articles. 


Value. 


1900. 


Anttmonjr 
Bariey  •. 
Beans 
Carpets  •• 
Ck>tton  •• 
Bmerj  •  • 
Figs 

Hides  and  skins  < 
IdqQoriee 
Olive  oil .  • 
Opium    . . 
Baisins    .. 
Sesame  seed 
Sponges  •• 
Tobacco  •• 
Yalonia  .. 
Wool       .. 
Sundries  •  • 

Total   . 


8,947 
889,716 

67,570 
292,967 
330,903 

52,312 
447»697 

51,607 

82,358 

283.138 

698,521 

88,550 

47,393 

168,911 

427,473 

16,001 

303,341 


4,157,405 


1901. 


£ 

4,248 
696,593 
120,940 
284,167 
215,003 

53,028 
456,268 

40,420 
114,119 
124,909 
300,478 
949,607 

51,503 

51,884 

202,601 

379,825 

8,945 

294,294 


4,348,822 


Annex  C. — ^Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Smyrna  during  the  Years  1900-01. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Coimlrir. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901  (1st 
Half-jear). 

United  Eingdom 
AostriA-Hungary        •• 

Franoe  

Grermany          •  •         •  • 

Italy 

United  States  of  America 

Holland 

Kussia 

Belgium 

Australia          • .         •  • 
Boumania        .  •         •  • 
Crreeoe  ••         •  •         •• 

Bulgaria           ••         •. 
Other  countries 

£ 

2,377,900 

433,717 

284,614 

210,662 

157,592 

206,037 

224,322 

184,905 

35,094 

13,480 

81,029 

8,100 

17,737 

28,216 

£ 

2,459,848 

393,949 

228,221 

205,893 

136,608 

225,682 

335,656 

151,954 

42,879 

16,755 

81,606 

53,218 

23,614 

48,944 

£ 

773,763 

461,710 

390,805 

82,006 

207,699 

37,918 

38,742 

217,205 

107,288 

94,718 
29,896 
14,170 
82,280 

!        £ 

439,750 

239,684 

139,244 

49,000 

105,677 

25,314 

21,684 

89,521 

49,577 

40,062 

10,732 

4,286 

48,456 

Total     •• 

4,157,406 

4,348,822 

2,538,240 

1,262,986 
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Mr.  Vice-Consul  Keiin  reports  as  folIov\  s  : — 

As  compal-ed  with  1900,  the  amount  of  gross  tonnage  entered 
and  cleared  at  this  port  during  1901  is  a  slight  decrease  on  sailing 
vessels  and  in  excess  by  alx)ut  6,500  tons  on  steamers,  the  figures 
standing : — 


Year. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Number  of 
Vesaels. 


Tonnage. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


1900 
1901 


342 
400 


26.444 
25,948 


113 
125 


43,218 
49,762 


Agriculture. 


Industry. 


Finances. 


Public  works 


The  difference  in  the  numbers  and  gross  tonnage  of  steamships 
arises  from  the  greater  capacity  of  steamers  employed  on  this  line 
by  the  Ottoman -Mahsouss^  Company,  and  of  a  more  active 
attention  to  regularity  in  the  voyages  to  this  port  by  the  Greek 
company — P.  Pantaleon. 

Imports  of  general  merchandise,  valued  at  134,503/.,  as 
compared  to  those  of  the  previous  year,  show  an  increase  of 
18,594Z.,  due  to  brisker  business  in  hardware  and  glassware,  manu- 
factured goods  and  soap,  and  a  larger  sale  of  Regie  manufactured 
tobacco.  Exports,  valued  at  193,021/.,  compared  to  1900,  show 
also  an  increase  to  the  value  of  13,896/.,  due  to  the  greater 
quantity  of  cereals  produced,  and  the  firm  demand  for  flour  and 
wheat  by  Cyprus  and  Syria,  in  which  localities  the  crops  had 
mostly  failed. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  crop  prospects  were  very 
satisfactory  for  all  winter  sowings,  and  the  opportune  and  timely 
reuns  during  April  assured  agriculturists  of  good  harvests.  Fol- 
lowing the  beneficent  rains,  summer  sowings  in  the  lowlands  had 
been  considerably  undertaken,  the  more  so  as  the  favourable  weather 
continued  during  the  month  of  June;  but  unfortunately  the 
excessive  heat  which  prevailed  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August  spoiled  the  crops,  and  their  yield  was  considerably  inferior 
to  that  of  1900. 

Six  hydraulic-power  flour  mills  were  very  active  during  the 
year  and  worked  night  and  day,  realising  good  profits. 

The  collection  of  the  revenues  was  regular,  owing  to  the  great 
severity  displayed  by  the  authorities. 

The  tithes,  which  sold  readily,  amounted  to  52,260i,  an 
increase  of  4,260/.  over  those  of  1900. 

The  salaries  of  public  functionaries  and  those  of  the  gendarmery 
and  army  were  paid  fairly  regularly,  and  there  is  no  change  to 
report  on  the  monetary  situation,  which  was  as  satisfactory  as  in 
1900. 

Through   the   initiative    and    energy  that    characterises  the 
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administration  of  the  vilayet  of  Konia,  of  which  this  district  is 
a  dependency,  a  public  hospital  of  30  beds  has  been  built  and 
fitted  with  adl  necessary  appliances,  and  was  inaugurateil  on  the 
anniversary  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Sultan's  ascension  to 
the  throne.  This  philanthropic  establishment  is  a  gi'eat  boon 
to  the  poor  of  all  denominations,  and  in  general  for  the  welfare 
of  the  town  in  which  such  a  charitable  institution  was  entirely 
kicking. 

A  quay  525  feet  in  length  and  26^^^  feet  broad  has  been 
constructed  along  two  sides  of  this  port  at  a  cost  of  about 
1,400/.  This  quay  will  be  prolonged  arid  completed  in  1902, 
whilst  a  jetty,  for  which  a  sum  of  10,000/.  has  been  already 
apportioned,  will  be  constructed  to  protect  the  port  from  the 
southerly  gales  to  which  it  is  exposed  during  the  winter  months. 
When  these  works  are  completed,  four  or  five  vessels  of  150  tons 
each  would  find  secure  accommodation  in  its  precincts;  and, 
when  free  of  them,  a  200-ton  steamer  could  also  avail  itself  to 
land  and  ship  goods  in  perfect  safety. 


AlVALI. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Eliopoulos  reports  as  follow^s : — 
The  imports  to  the  district  of  Aivali  amounted  in  1901  to 
285,174/.,  as  against  257,116/.  in  1900 ;  while  the  exports  rose  from 
889,002/.  in  1900  to  1,049,696/.  in  1901.  This  increased  value  of 
the  exports  from  the  district  was  practically  all  accounted  for  by 
the  good  crop  of  olives,  and  is  unlikely  to  be  continued  in  the 
present  year,  as  the  prospects  of  the  crop  are  poor. 

A  return  of   the    shipping    at  the  port  during  the  year   is 
annexed. 

Rbtukn  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Aivali  during  the 
Year  1901. 


Number  of  Vesseb. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

Greek 

Italian 

Samian 

Russian 

A  ustro-Uuugarian 

French  

Cretan 

Turkish 

19 

189 

2 

6 

I 

452 

1 
30 

7 
25 

•  • 
3 
2,619 

20 

169 

9 

26 

6 

1 

1 

8 

8,071 

28,143 

42,465 

99!) 

677 

720 

2,000 

2,000 

90 

89,184 

Total     .. 
„    1900        .. 

620 
766 

2,685 
8,667 

8,806 
4,422 

161,177 
170,876 
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MiTTLENE. 


Tndeand 
oonmisrod. 

OUre  oil. 


Soup  trade. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Hadkinson  reports  as  follows : — 
The  quality  of  olive  oil  last  year  was  not  up  to  the  maik,  and 
there  were  consequently  very  few  buyers  for  the  United  Kingdom ; 
most  of  the  exports  went  to  Marseilles  and  Germany,  and  a  smaller 
portion  was  taken  by  the  Syrian  markets ;  average  prices  ranged 
from  24/.  to  25/.  per  tun  net,  f.o.b.  Mitylene.  The  yield  of  oil 
from  the  crop  maturing  at  the  end  of  1900,  which  was  then 
estimated  at  14,000  tuns,  actually  turned  out  16,000  tuns ;  the 
yield  from  the  crop  maturing  at  the  end  of  last  year  is  estimated 
at  13,500  tuns. 

The  prohibition  to  export  adulterated  soaps  still  continues, 
and  acts  prejudicially  on  this  trade,  as  the  manufacture  of 
adulterated  soap  is  not  prohibited  in  the  consuming  markets; 
last  year  this  island  exported  59,000  bags  of  soap,  as  c^inst 
88,000  bags  in  1900,  this  difference  being  due  to  the  prohibition 
to  ship  the  adulterated  goods. 
Hanofaotured  In  manufactured  cotton  goods  there  was  less  business  done 
ootton  goods,  ju  British  makes,  as  the  market  was  over-stocked  from  the  pre- 
ceding year ;  American  makes  were  also  lower  priced,  and  their 
quality  being  good,  a  larger  business  was  done  with  the 
American  houses.  The  Italian  makes  of  unbleached  twists,  having 
been  heavily  charged  with  size,  have  still  further  lost  ground,  but 
their  coloured  twists  still  sell  freely,  consumers  here  not  having 
found  out  yet  that  these  goods  also  are  sized.  Some  few  years 
back  the  Italian  makes  were  ousting  all  others  out  of  the  market, 
but  consimiers  have  found  out  the  worthless  nature  of  heavily 
sized  goods. 


Return  of  Imports  during  the  Years  1899-1901. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

—    —    - 

— . 



1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

arcy  cloths                      .. 
Black  and  white  drillings 
Sleached  and  uubleached 

Pieces  of  40  yards 
Pieces 

1,200 
2,400 

1,850 
2,500 

2,000 
2,300 

madapolams      ..         ..        „ 
TwiPts Bales  of  8  cwts.   .. 

8,200 
126 

8,700 

iro 

1,600 
200 

In  1900,  of  the  1,350  pieces  of  grey  cloths,  750  were  of 
American  make  and  600  of  British,  whilst  last  year,  of  the  2,000 
pieces,  1,500  are  American  and  500  British ;  the  black  and  white 
drillings  this  year  were  mostly  American,  whilst  the  bleached  and 
unbleached  madapolams  and  the  twists  were  all  of  British  make. 
Ruling  prices  last  year  on  the  wholesale  market  were  75.  2d,  per 
bundle  of  twists  weighing  10  lbs.,  and  for  grey  cloths  85.  per  piece 
of  40  yards. 
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lu  sewiiig  threads  an  import  of  1,200  gross  took  place,  thesewing 
whole  being  of  British  make.  threads. 

The  imports  of  bar  and  sheet  iron  last  year  amounted  to  400  Bar  and  sheet 
tons  in  all,  mostly  of    Belgian,  Austro-Hungarian  and  German  "^"* 
makes ;    very    little   of    British    make    was    imported.     Anstro- 
Hungarian  makes  sold  at  from  7/.  4s.  to  7/.  12s.  per  ton  free  here  ; 
Belgian,  61.  4s. ;  and  German,  6/.  lis.     British  makers  were  not 
disposed  to  meet  these  low  prices. 

Pig  iron  of  British  make,  some  200/.  worth,  was  used  by  local  ^'m  ^^• 
foundries. 

Machinery  and  fittings,  about  2,00OZ.  in  value,  was  imported  Machinery 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  *^d  fittings. 

In  valonia  the  export  last  year  was   about    1,400  tons   of  ^^lo^*** 
secondary  quality,  as  against  1,500  tons  in  1900 ;  prices  ranged 
from  5L  8s.  to  7L  per  ton  f.o.b.  here. 

We  have  had  no  direct  freights  to  or  from  the  United  Kingdom  Shipping  and 
last  year,  all  goods  being  transhipped  at  Constantinople,  Smyrna,  ^^a*ion. 
Syra  and  Piraeus ;  entrances  and  clearances  during  the  year  were 
1,291  steamers  of  601,336  tons,  and  3,156  sailing  vessels  of 
35,737  tons;  of  these  tottds  88  steamers  of  76,197  tons  were 
British.  Quarantine  regulations  have  again  interfered  with  the 
regularity  of  the  steamship  lines. 

The  population  is  estimated  at  132,000,  of  which  10  per  cent.  Population, 
are  Turks  and  the  remainder  Greeks. 

To  the  oil  industry  two  new  steam  oil  pressing  establishments  Induatry. 
have  been  added  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total  up  to  47 ;  ^i*- 
these  worked  for  about  six  months  as  the  crop  was  a  good  one. 

There  are  two  large  steam  flour  mills,  and  a  small  one  worked  ^^ur  mill«. 
by  petroleum. 

There  is  no  increase  in  soap  factories  to  be  noted,  some  are  Soap 
lying  idle  owing  to  their  shipments  of  adulterated  goods  being  ^**^"««- 
stopped. 

The  public  health  was  very  good  during  the  year,  the  rate  of  ^"^Iw  health, 
mortality  being  11  per  1,000  per  annum. 

There  were  no  new  harbour  works  during  the  year.  Some  10  ^"^Hc  works, 
miles  of  new  roads  were  constructed,  and  repairs  were  made  to 
18  miles,  and  some  21  very  small  new  bridges  were  made.  No 
addition  has  been  made  to  the  telegraphic  communication.  A 
petroleum  gasworks,  on  the  "  gaz  riche  "  system,  has  been  erected, 
but  the  gas  is  not  being  distributed  yet,  and  a  small  public  garden 
has  been  laid  out. 

The  olive  crop  maturing  at  the  end  of  1900  turned  out  72,000  -A^cultura 
tons,  valued  at  460,000Z.,  and  rendered  16,000  tuns  of  oil;  the^^^'**^?' 
crop  maturing  at  the  end  of  last  year  is  estimated  to  yield  50,000 
tons  of  olives,  of  a  value  of  320,000/. ;  the  quality  of  its  oil  is  not 
so  very  good,  which  is  generally  the  case  with  small  crops,  as  the 
insect,  finding  comparatively  little  food,  attacks  nearly  the  whole 
crop,  ruining  the  quality  of  the  oil. 

The  year's  yield  of  cereals,  figs,  grapes  and  other  fruit  was  Cereals,  fin, 
valued  at  48,000/.,  as   against  73,000/.  for  1900,   crops    were  8^^.*°^ 
generally  small  throughout  the  island,  and  scarcely  any  of  this  ®   "  "" 
produce  was  exported. 
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Cattle. 


KainfaU. 


Some  7,000  head  of  cattle  were  imported,  mostly  for  slaughter, 
and  a  few  horses  and  mules  have  been  imported  for  use  as  pack 
animals.  During  the  year  no  disorder  of  any  kind  has  appeared 
among  animals. 

Eainfall  for^  the  12  months  ending  August  of  last  year  was 
33*93  inches,  as  against  4103  inches  for  the  previous  12  months, 
the  greater  falls  happening  in  November,  1900,  and  February, 
1901,  of  7*66  and  942  inches  respectively;  the  average  fall  for 
the  previous  10  years  was  28-11  inches,  so  that  last  year's 
rainfall  was  5*82  inches  above  the  previous  10  years  average. 


Bhodss. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice- Consul  Biliotti  reports : — 

SliippingJ  The  trade  of  Rhodes  is  principally  carried  on  by  steamers  of 

companies  regularly  visiting  the  island.  Every  month  the 
number  of  steamers  calling  at  Rhodes  is  as  follows :  French 
Messageries  Maritimes,  2;  Austrian  Lloyd,  8  during  the  winter 
season,  and  4  in  summer ;  Hadji  Daoud,  Ottoman,  16 ;  Pandelcon, 
Greek,  16 ;  Hamidie,  Ottoman,  4 ;  Mahsouss^,  Ottoman,  very 
irregular. 

Sailing  vessels  are  generally  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  for 
communication  with  localities  not  included  in  the  itinerary  of  the 
steam  companies. 

A  return  of  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  which  entered  the  port 
of  Rhodes  during  the  year  1901  is  annexed  (Annex  A). 

Harboups.  The   large   harbour    is    exposed    to   south-east    and    north- 

east winds  which  generally  prevail  in  winter,  whilst  the  entrance 
to  the  smaller  harbour  is  narrow  and  not  deep  enough  to  allow 
vessels  of  a  certain  tonnage  to  enter,  the  consequence  is  that, 
during  the  winter,  steamers  are  very  often  prevented  from 
communicating  with  the  island,  and  therefore  goods,  passengers 
and  mails  are  conveyed  to  some  other  destination. 

General  trade.  During  the  year  1901  there  has  been  a  small  improvement  in 
the  commercial  transactions  of  the  island  and  more  especially  in 
the  transit  trade.  The  rather  heavy  dues  which  burden  the  goods 
landed  at  Smyrna  and  Scio,  even  those  intended  for  transhipment 
to  other  ports,  have  induced  some  merchants  of  the  Anatolian 
coast,  opposite  Rhodes,  to  order  their  goods  from  Europe  to  be 
forwarded  here,  for  transhipment  to  their  destination.  The 
custom-house  depots  are,  however,  so  small  that  only  a  very  small 
proportion  of  the  goods  landed  can  be  sheltered,  whilst  the  greater 
part,  are  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  weather.  Representations  on 
behalf  of  the  merchants  with  a  view  to  obtaining  an  increase  in 
the  custom-house  premises  have  very  often  been  made,  but  until 
now  without  any  result. 

A  table  showing  the  principal  articles  of  import,  their  origin 
, ', .  and  value  in  round  numbers  is  annexed  (Annex  B). 

n.       .  A  table  showing  the  produce  of  the  islands  and  especially  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


RHODES.  15 

the  Anatolian  coast,  sent  to  Europe  through  Ehodes  by  merchaHtfi 
established  here  is  annexed  (Annex  D). 

The  direct  trade  with  Austria-Hungary,  Germany  and  France 
is  carried  on  by  the  Austrian  Lloyd  and  French  Messageries 
steamers,  and  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom,  Italy  and  Belgium 
by  transhipment  at  the  Piraeus,  Syra  and  more  especially  at 
Smyrna.  The  lack  of  direct  communications  with  the  United 
Kingdom  is  a  great  drawback  for  commercial  transactions  with 
British  manufacturers.  The  advantage  of  direct  communications, 
the  low  prices  of  Austro-Hungarian  and  German  articles,  although 
of  inferior  quality,  the  facilities  for  payment,  and  especially  the 
system  of  the  travelling  agents  with  samples  of  various  articles 
and  prices  marked  c.i.t  Rhodes,  suits  much  better  the  convenience 
of  clients,  and  induces  them  to  give  to  these  agents  the  prefer- 
ence of  their  orders. 

Cotton  and  woollen  manufactures  are  almost  entirely  imported  importe. 
from  Smyrna,  Constantinople  and  Beyrouth,  and  are  generally  of  Cotton  and 
British  origin.  wooJlen 

Great   quantities  of  flour  are   now  imported  from   Salonica,  "1**)^^  *^'^"* 
Smyrna  and  Adalia ;  10,000  sacks  of  flour  have  been  imported 
during  the  year. 

14,850    sacks  of  sugar  have   been   imported  from    Austria-  Sugar. 
Hungary  and  Russia,  out  of  which  10,800  sacks  were  in  transit 
for  the  opposite  coast  of  Anatolia. 

3,410  sacks  of  coflfee  have  been  imported  direct  from  Brazil  Coffee, 
via  Marseilles   or  Genoa;   2,270  sacks  were  re-exported  to  the 
Anatolian  coast 

Planks  and  timber  are  imported  from  the  Anatolian  coast  and  pianlu  and 
also  from  Trieste.  timber. 

8,000  cases  of  petroleum  have  been   imported,  entirely    of  Petroleum. 
Russian  origin. 

Ehodes  exports  about  14,000/.  worth  of  fruit  and  vegetables.  The  Exports, 
crop  of  1901  was  up  to  the  average,  but  quarantine  restrictions 
prevented  the  shipment  of  all  tlie  quantities  yearly  sent  to  Egypt, 
Smyrna,  Constantinople  and  Odessa. 

The  island  produces  2,500,000  oranges,  price  per  1,000  from  Oranges  and 
40  to  80  pias.  (7«.  to  14<?.),  and  3,500,000  lemons,  price  per  1,000  ^^^omi- 
from  30  to  50  pias.  (5s.  6d.  to  9s.), 

The  crop  of  onions  was  above  the  average,  1,600  tons  being  Onions, 
exported.     The  prices  paid  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  were 
from  8  to  10  paras*  (the  price  is  usually  from  10  to  18  paras),  and 
went  down  to  5  and  even  3  paras  per  oke.t 

Since  some  years  more  attention  is  paid  to  the  cultivation  of  Poutoes. 
potatoes,  the  price  varying  from  20  to  30  paras  per  oke. 

1,230  tons  of  apricots,  price  from   20  to  40  paras,  and  for  Apricote. 
dried  from  2J  to  3^  pias.  per  oke. 

Annual  production  of  wine  and  spirits,  300,000  okes ;   prices  Wine  and 
paid,  red  wine  1  to  2  pias.  per  oke.  spiriu. 

Annual  production  of  raki,  150  tons.     Exported  74  tons,  prices  RaM. 
from  3  to  5  pias.  per  oke. 

•  40  paras  »  2d.  (about'.  f  1  oke  =  2i  lbs.  (about). 
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01iv6  oil. 


Tobacco. 


SUk. 


Spongae. 


Ooral. 


Transit  trade. 


was  begun  to   be  cultivated   and    is 
Ehodes  tobacco  is  not,  however, 


Agriculture. 


The  crop  of  olive  oil  was  below  the  average  and  the  price 
rather   high. 

Two  years  ago  tobacco 
principally  exported  to  Egypt, 
of  very  good  quality. 

The  yield  of  cocoons  was  below  the  average,  and  produced  about 
180,000  pias. 

Fishing  for  sponges  is  the  principal  occupation  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  islands  of  the  Sporades.  The  quantity  and  quality 
of  sponges  obtained  in  1901  was  about  10  per  6ent.  below  the 
average.  The  total  amount  derived  from  this  industry  has  been 
about  18,000,000  pias.  This  article  is  exported  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  Austria-Hungary,  Germany,  France,  Belgium,  Italy, 
Holland  and  Eussia.  The  prices  paid  in  1901  are  the  following : 
sponges  from  Mandrouka  and  Bengazi  (coast  of  Africa),  always  sold 
by  piece,  for  toilet  sponges  from  12  to  16  pias.  per  piece,  bath 
sponges  from  7  to  11  pias.,  and  for  zimokes  or  coarse  sponges  from 
1  to  1^  pias.  Sponges  fished  at  Cyprus,  Crete,  the  coast  of  Syria, 
Caramania,  Ehodes  and  other  Turkish  islands  are  always  sold  by 
weight,  the  prices  varying  according  to  quality.  The  prices  paid 
this  year  have  been,  for  toilet  sponges  from  500  to  800  pias., 
and  for  both  sponges  from  170  to  240  pias.  per  oke. 

N.B. — It  is  to  be  noted  that  for  sponge  transactions  the  IL 
is  always  calculated  at  the  rate  of  150  pias.,  the  Turkish  lira  and 
other  money  according  to  this  rate. 

Some  30  years  ago  a  concession  was  Granted  by  the  Ottoman 
Government  for  the  working  of  reefs  of  coral  on  the  coast  of 
Ehodes  and  other  islands  of  the  Archipelago.  Although  coral 
of  fairly  good  quality  was  extracted,  the  working  was  abandoned 
owing  to  special  reasons.  In  1901,  and  for  only  two  months  as 
the  season  was  too  far  advanced,  a  boat  from  Torre  del  Greco  set 
to  work  for  coral  at  Ehodes  and  in  some  of  the  adjacent  islands. 
The  result  obtained  will  very  likely  induce  this  same  boat,  and 
perhaps  other  boat  owners  from  Italy,  to  try  on  a  larger  scale 
the  working  of  these  coral  reefs,  and  thus  a  new  industry  for 
the  natives  of  the  Sporades  may  perhaps  be  established. 

As  already  mentioned  the  transit  trade  has  increased  to  a  great 
extent.  Large  quantities  of  sesame  seed  from  the  Anatolian  coast 
have  been  sent  to  Europe  through  Ehodes.  There  is,  however,  a 
decrease  on  sponges,  which  formerly  amoimted  to  2,000,000  pias., 
whilst  now  the  value  of  sponges  shipped  through  Ehodes  amounts 
only  to  100,000  pias. 

Difficulties  systematically  raised  by  the  custom-housQ  autho- 
rities of  Ehodes,  for  the  valuation  of  this  special  article,  induced 
the  merchants  of  the  Sporades  to  forward  their  sponges  to  Sjrra. 
Samos,  and  even  Smyrna,  for  transhipment  to  Europe. 

Note. — In  the  preceding  remarks  on  export  and  transit  trade 
the  quotations  in  currency  refer  to  120  pias.  per  IZ.  and  40  paras 
per  piastre. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  44  villages  of  the  Island  of  Ehodes  are 
almost  all  agriculturists.     The  following  articles  are  produced  in 
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the  island :  wheats  barley,  cotton,  olives,  oil,  wine,  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, &c. ;  some  of  these  articles  are  produced  in  too  small  quantity 
for  export,  and  are  therefore  of  local  consumption.  In  1901  the 
crop  of  wheat  and  barley  was  much  below  the  averaga 

A  steam  flour  mill  had  been  set  up,  but  the  undertaking  proved  industrial 
entirely  unsuccessful    A  soap  factory  has  been  established  here,  cstabliih- 
and  another  for  manufacturing  diflFerent   qualities  of  spirituous  °'®°*** 
liquors ;  both  undertakings  seem  to  be  successful. 

In  the  potteries,  and  especially  in  the  tanneries  existing  here, 
great  improvements  have  been  introduced  and  great  activity 
prevails.  Leather  of  good  quality  is  exported  to  thie  islands,  the 
Anatolian  coast,  other  ports  of  Turkey  and  also  to  Cypnis. 

The  population  of  the  Island  of  Bhodes  amounts  to  about  Population. 
28,000  inhabitants,  12.000  being  residents  of  the  town  and  its 
suburbs.    There  are  6,000  Turks,  18,000  Greek  Rayahs,  3,500 
Jews  and  500  Europeans. 


Annex  A. — Gkneral  Return  of  all  Shipping  that  Entered  the 
Port  of  Rhodes  during  the  Year  1901. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Yessels. 

Tonnage. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Sritish    .. 

7 

2 

9 

5^148 

8 

5,161 

Austro-Hungsrian 

71 

•  • 

71 

117,237 

•  • 

117,237 

French    . .         • • 

23 

•  • 

23 

40,555 

,, 

46,655 

Oennau  .. 

1 

•  • 

1 

1,219 

,« 

1,219 

Greek      .. 

192 

84 

226 

87,M)0 

1,849 

88,449 

Italian     .. 

1 

6 

7 

4 

742 

746 

Ottoman,. 

257 

2,806 

2,562 

82,028 

26,566 

106^614 

Busaisn  .. 

1 

•  • 

1 

1,480 

*• 

1,480 

SamittD    .. 

•  • 

12 

12 

•  • 

450 

460 

Total 

553 

2,359 

2.912 

,   290,766 

29,135 

819,901 

„    1900- 

564 

2,364 

2,928 

298,661 

31,256 

324,917 

(126) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18 


RHODES. 


Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Bhodes 
during  the  Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Origin. 


Valup. 


Mannfactnres 

Alcohol 
Colonialfl  and  agricultural 
produce 

Flour,  wheat,  Ac.  . . 
Jut«  ffoods,  &o. 
Petroleum  ..         •• 
Hardware  ..         •• 


Glass  and  china     •  • 

Iron  and  ironware.  • 

Flanks  and  timber. . 

Leather  and  hides. . 

Cattle 

Tobacco  of  the  Regie 

Sundries     •  •         •  • 


United  Kingdom,  (Germany,  Italy, 
Austria-Hungary,  Turkey 

Austria-Hungary,  Russia 

Turkey,  Brazil,  France,  United  King- 
dom, Egypt,  Italy,  Belgium,  Austria- 
Hungary,  Russia 

Turkey 

United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  India 

Russia 

United  Kingdom,  Austria-Hungary, 
Germany,  Turkey 

Belgium,  France,  Italy,  Germany, 
Austria-Hungary 

Belgium,  Turkey,  United  Kingdom, 
Germany,  Austria-Hungary 

Turkey,  Austria-Hungary 

France,  Italy,  Belgium,  Turkey 

Turkey 

Turkey 


Total 


£ 

86,250 

2,500 
2^,418 


18,333 
2,383 
1,667 
3,167 

2,083 

2,917 

2,500 
2,500 
2,260 
7,083 
36,667 


141,668 


Annex  C. — ^Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Rhodes 
duringthe  Year  1901. 


Articles. 


Destination. 


Value. 


Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 
Dry  fruits  and  yegelables.. 
Onions 

Wine  and  raki 
Yalonia       •  • 
Oliye  oil     • . 
Leather  and  hides 
Sundries     •• 


Turkey,  Egypt,  Russia      ..         ..         •• 
Turkey,  Egypt,  Austria-Hungary  • . 

Turkey,  Egypt         

Turkey,  Egypt        

Turkey,  Austria-Hungary 

Turkey,  Egypt,  Cyprus,  France    . .         .  • 
Turkey,  Austria-Hungaiy,  Cyprus,  France 


Total 


£ 
8,333 
1,667 
2,500 
2,667 
667 
2,083 
3,167 
15,583 

36,667 


Annex  D. — Return  of  Transit  Trade  through  Rhodes  in  1901. 


Articles. 


Destination. 


I 


Value. 


Sponges 
Storaxoil   .. 
Yalonia 
Sesame  seed 
Wax  and  honey 
Sundries     •  • 


Turkey 

India,  Austria-Hungary,  France 

Turkey 

Turkey,  Russia,  Germany,  France,  Egypt 
Turkey,  Greece,  Germany,  Egypt        •• 
•  •  •  •  •  • 

Total       


(75    7  I  02— HAS    126) 


5,838 

500 

48,333 

2,600 
50,833 


108,332 
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Reference  to  p-eviaus  Report,  Anmial  Scries  No.  2707. 


Report  071  the  Trade  of  Baghdad  for  the  Year  1901 
By  Major  Newmaroh,  Acting  British  Consul-General. 

(Becdired  at  Foreign  Office,  August  5, 1902.) 

The  delay  in  submitting  this  report  is  due  to  the  fact  that  I  General 
only  arrived  in  Baghdad  on  April  1,  1902,  and  had  after  that  date  »«n»r^- 
to  collect  the  information  necessary  for  its  preparation. 

Less  business  appears  to  have  been  done  during  this  year 
than  in  other  years,  but  the  returns  on  the  whole  appear  to  have 
been  proportionately  greater  than  usual.  Various  reasons  are 
alleged  for  the  decline  in  the  volume  and  value  of  the  trade.  It 
may  have  been  partly  due  to  losses  incurred  by  local  merchants  in 
the  preceding  year  and  partly  to  the  general  fall  in  the  prices  for 
exports.  On  the  other  hand,  the  market  was  not  over-crowded 
with  goods  and  the  imports  improved.  This  improvement  in  the 
imports  is  said  to  have  been  mainly  due  to  an  extension  of  the 
system  of  giving  long  credits  to  small  dealers  by  firms  who  have 
the  control  of  goods  consigned  to  them  for  sale  by  manufacturers 
on  their  own  account. 

Like  my  predecessor,  I  have  been  unsuccessful  in  getting  infor- 
mation as  to  the  whole  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  Baghdad, 
and  the  figures  given  in  the  accompanying  tables  represent  only 
those  goods  which  have  been  carried  by  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris 
Steam  Navigation  Company.  If,  however,  I  should  get  more  infor- 
mation later  on  regarding  the  total  imports  and  exports,  I  will 
submit'  a  supplementary  return. 

Quarantine  was  maintained  at  Basrah  during  the  year  1901,  Quarantine, 
against  Indian  and  Persian  Gulf  ports,  and  caused  grave  incon- 
venience to  trade  and  traders.  The  necessity  for  this  quarantine 
has  been  much  questioned,  and  the  delay  and  additional  charges 
it  entails,  not  only  on  persons  but  on  goods,  are  certainly  serious 
obstacles  to  progress.  The  serious  inconvenience  caused  by  the 
quarantine  at  Basrah  was  enhanced,  during  a  portion  of  the 
year,  by  the  imposition  of  quarantine  on  two  occasions  against 
departures  from  Baghdad. 

The  price  of  drafts  at  sight  on  London  varied  from  109^Z.T.  to  Exchange. 
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FreightB. 


Bxports. 
Wool. 


I12i/.T.  per  lOOl.  Four  months'  drafts  on  London  varied  from 
lOSiLT.  to  111Z.T.  per  100/.,  but  without  any  violent  fluctuations. 

Drafts  on  sight  on  Bombay  varied  per  1,000  rs.  from  72/.T.  to 
74J/.T.  during  the  year. 

The  rates  of  freights  were  as  follows : — 


•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Bates  of 
From— 

Freight. 
To— 

London  to  Basrah 
Marseilles  to  Basrah     .. 
Basrah  to  London 
fiasriih  to  ManeiUet     •• 

£    «.    d. 
1  12    6 
1  12    6 
0  10    0 
0  17    6 

£    #.    d. 
2    0    0 
2    0    0 
17    6 
1  12    6 

EiVER  Freights. 


NoTB. — The  ahoTe  rates  include  transhipping  charges  on  through  cargo  from 
or  to  Baghdad. 

Owing  to  a  scarcity  of  rain  during  the  winter  months  and  an 
unfavourable  spring,  there  was  very  little  pastura&e,  and  conse« 
quently  the  mortality  among  the  flocks  was  very  large  and  has 
been  estimated  at  70  per  cent.  The  clip  of  Arab  wool  was  there- 
fore smaller  than  that  of  1900,  but  on  the  whole  it  was  an  average 
clip  and  the  wool  was  of  fair  quality. 

During  the  year  the  price  per  maund  of  34'375  lbs.  varied  from 
10*.  6d.  to  15s.  6d.  This  great  variation  was  due  to  speculative 
purchases  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when  Arab  wool  from 
Baghdad  and  the  neighbouring  districts  sold  at  10«.  6d.  to 
lis.  9d.  per  maund. 

Awassi  wool  was  of  average  quantity  and  quality,  and  the  price 
varied  from  10s.  to  13s.  3rf.  per  maund.  The  same  remarks 
apply  to  Kurdish  wool  as  to  Awassi  wool. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  prices  of  all  kinds  of  wool 
fell,  owing  to  the  small  demand  in  the  London,  American  and 
Marseilles  markets.  This  caused  low  prices  to  be  accepted  by 
holders  of  wool  in  Europe,  in  oi*der  to  clear  off  their  stocks,  and 
purchases  ^ere  made  at  Baghdad  for  Arab  and  Awassi  wool  at 
9s.  7d.  to  10s  per  maund,  and  for  Kurdish  wool  at  9s.  2d.  to 
9s  7rf.  per  maund. 

The  outlook  for  Arab  wool  next  season  is  poor,  and  buyers  will 
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have  to  use  cjaution  in  making  their  purchases  in  order  to  avoid 
getting  a  mixture  of  skin  wool. 

A  certain  amount  of  mohair  arrived  from  Mosul,  and  specula-  Mohair* 
tive  purchases  were  made  in  that  district  and  the  Jizereh  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season,  but  the  demand  in  Europe  was  small, 
prices  suddenly  fell  in  the  London  market,  and  consequently  but 
little  business  was  done  in  Baghdad.  Producers  have  been  forced 
to  ship  on  their  own  account,  and  holders  are  unable  to  obtain 
anything  approaching  the  prices  they  paid.  The  price  was 
nominally  14s,  per  maund. 

The  gall  crop  in  Mosul  and  its  neighbourhood  was,  if  any-  GhiU?. 
thing,  slightly  below  the  average,  and  the  quality  is  said  to  have 
been  also  below  the  average.  Prices  varied  from  111.  16s.  to 
15/.  18s.  per  cantar  of  640 J  lbs.  Several  speculative  purchasers 
both  in  Baghdad  and  Mosul  bought  up  large  quantities  at  high 
prices,  thinking  that  the  comparatively  small  crop  would  send  up 
prices  in  London,  but  there  were  large  surplus  stocks  in  the 
London  market  from  the  year  1900,  which  were  only  increased 
by  the  shipments  of  1901.  There  was  little  demand  and  conse- 
quently prices  fell,  nearly  all  the  principal  holders  being  compelled 
to  dispose  of  their  stock  at  heavy  losses.  When  prices  here  fell, 
they  fell  from  151.  13s.  to  13Z.  Is.  per  cantar. 

.    Owing  to  the  lack  of  rain  and  the  low  level  of  the  Tigris,  Grain, 
nearly  all  crops  were  short  and  of  inferior  quality.     Prices  of  all 
grain  rose  considerably  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  especially  in 
the  case  of  grain  sold  for  local  consumption.    There  was  little  or 
no  export. 

The  price  of  wheat  varied  from  81.  15s.  to  14/.  per  taghar  of 
39  cwts. 

»  Barley  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  4/.  10s.  to  8/.  15s.  for  the 
same  measure,  and  dari  seed  at  12/.  10s.  to  13/. 
Til  seed  varied  from  17/.  to  26/.  per  39  cwts. 
The  sesame   crop-  w£is  b€ul  and  scanty,  and  very  little   was 
exported.     Kice  was  scarce  and  sold  at  high  prices. 

Of  opium,  168  cases  of  140 J  lbs.  each  were  shipped  at  prices  Opium, 
varying  from  64/.  to  73/,  per  case.     These  shipments  were  chiefly 
made  to  China,  Egypt  and  London.     Later  in  the  year  prices  in 
these  markets  fell  to  a  great  extent,  and  opium  W£^  purchased  in 
Baghdad  at  54/.  per  case. 

The  prices  of  gum  varied  from  1/.  12s.  to  2/.  18s.  per  maimd  Gum. 
of  34*375  lbs.    What  little  came  to  Baghdad  was  eagerly  bought 
at  high  prices,  and  shipped  principally  to  London  and  Marseilles, 
where  the  demand  was  great. 

Large  quantities  of  gum  tragacanth  arrived  in  Baghdad  from  ^^^ 
Persia  and  the  Suleimanieh  district,  and  were  shipped  to  London,  *'*S*^^*^*^ 
where  considerable  stocks  were  still  on  hand  from  the  previous 
season.     This  had  the  effect  of  bringing  down  prices,  and  in  spite 
of  a  fairly  good  demand  some  quantity  of  the  gum  was  left  unsold 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  date  crop  was  good  and  plentiful,  and  large  quantities  Bate*, 
were  shipped  to  Egypt   and   Syria.     The  prices  ranged  from 
(158)  A  3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6 


BAGHDAD. 


Liquorice. 


d-hee. 


Skins. 


<?arpets. 


Imports. 
Piece-goods. 


Loaf  sugar. 


Pilgrims. 


Birer  Tigrip. 


7L  18s,  to  9/.  per  taghar  of  39  cwts.  Larger  quantities  than  usual 
were  kept  on  hand  for  local  consumption,  and  as  the  poorer 
classes  could  not  afford  to  buy  grain  in  consequence  of  its  high 
price,  they  fell  back  on  dates  more  than  ever  as  a  means  of 
sustenance. 

The  large  falling-oflf  in  liquorice  is  caused  by  the  extremely 
low  prices  in  America,  which  has  practically  made  this  business 
unprofitable. 

Owing  CO  the  great  mortality  among  the  sheep,  ghee  was 
extremely  dear.  The  opening  price  was  about  IZ.  per  maund  of 
about  55  lbs.,  but  later  it  rose  to  11,  lis,  6d. 

Skins  of  all  descriptions  were  plentiful,  owing  to  the  great 
mortality  among  sheep  and  goats,  &c.  The  demand  was  very 
good,  and  practically  all  quantities  exported  were  immediately 
cleared  at  top  prices  in  the  home  market  Tanned  sheep-skins 
were  in  good  demand  in  London,  and  enormous  quantities  of  the 
raw  material  were  shipped  to  Hamburg  and  other  places  on  the 
Continent.  A  considerable  number  of  cow-hides  was  shipped  to 
Constantinople,  where  they  were  at  once  disposed  of  at  good 
prices. 

Anivals  of  carpets  from  Persia  were  somewhat  less  than  in 
previous  years.  The  demand  wa^  good,  and  all  supplies  were 
purchased  at  good  rates  and  despatched  for  sale  to  Constantinople, 
Egypt,  London  and  America. 

There  was  a  considerable  demand  from  Persia  and  Kurdistan 
for  piece-goods,  and  large  quantities  of  prints  and  shirtings  were 
sold  at  remunerative  rates.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  how- 
ever, prices  fell  considerably,  owing  Lo  large  quantities  of  goods 
arriving  damaged  and  being  thrown  on  the  market.  Great  incon- 
venience was  felt  owing  to  the  insuflSciency  of  steamers  between 
Basrah  and  Baghdad,  and  many  parcels  of  piece-goods  remained 
at  Basrah  for  four  or  five  months  owing  to  want  of  steamer  trans- 
port. Many  thousands  of  tons  of  cargo  were  lying  at  Basrah  on 
this  account  during  1901,  and  also  in  the  early  part  of  1902,  when 
I  passed  through  that  port. 

Large  quantities  of  loaf  sugar  were  imported  from  Marseilles, 
and  the  greater  part  of  it  was  conveyed  from  Basrah  to  Baghdad 
in  native  sailing  craft,  a  tedious  and  archaic  system  of  transport, 
which  probably  accounts  for  the  small  margin  of  profit  made  in 
this  branch  of  trade. 

Numbers  of  pilgrims  passed  through  Baghdad  to  visit  the 
shrines  of  Karbala  and  Nejef,  and  were  a  source  of  profit  to 
farmers  of  the  Government  river  bridges  and  the  lower  class  of 
shopkeepers. 

The  construction  of  a  railway  or  tramway  from  Baghdad  to 
Karbala  and  Nejef  would  be  at  once  remunerative  and  of  the 
greatest  convenience  to  these  devout  and  enthusiastic  travellers, 
besides  gi^atly  facilitating  trade  operations. 

No  trade  report  would  be  complete  without  some  reference  to  this 
magnificent  river — the  River  Tigris — which  is  the  chief  means  of 
communication  between  Baghdad  and  the  outside  world.     The  navi- 
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gation  appears  to  be  getting  increasingly  difficult,  owing  to  the 
neglect  of  dredging  operations,  the  want  of  supervision  over  the 
local  Arabs  who  cut  channels  and  primitive  canals  in  various 
unscientific  ways,  thereby  causing  the  river  to  silt  up  or  open  into 
broad  shallows  at  embarrassing  places,  and  to  the  insufficiency  of 
steamer  traffic,  which  helps  largely  to  keep  open  the  existing 
channels.  There  is  little  doubt  that  with  due  attention  to  these 
points  the  trade  of  Baghdad  and  the  neighbouring  districts  would 
be  considerably  increased,  and  the  country  would  be  developed  to 
an  extent  that  would  amply  repay  the  expenditure  incurred  on 
the  improvement  of  the  river. 

Statement  of  Exports  from  Baghdad  to  Europe  and  America 
during  the  Years  1900-01. 


I                1900. 

1901. 

Articles. 

1 

j  Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Abbas  (Arab  doaks) 
Almonds     •  • 

Bales      .. 

31 

620 

77 

1,540 

Bags       ., 

185 

1,388 

242 

1,815 

Arsenic 

Cases 

, , 

, , 

42 

55 

Beans 

Bags 
BflJes      .. 

200 

75 

, , 

• . 

Carpets 

1,828 

51,840 

985 

24,625 

Colocynth  •• 

i>         • ' 

.. 

24 

40 

Bags       .. 

2,628 

1,812 

4,905 

2,453 

Dates 

Skin*.      .. 

19,659 

4,390 

20,230 

5,051 

Cases      .. 

1,295 

453 

. « 

, , 

Drugs 
Feathers     . . 

Bags       .. 

240 

1,800 

87 

609 

.  Cases      . . 

159 

3,975 

66 

1,320 

Galls 

Bags       .. 

14,869 

74,845 

12,516 

62,580 

Ghee 

Cases      .. 

118 

175 

• . 

,, 

Guano 

Bags       ., 

1,580 

230 

1,873 

300 

Gum           .•          < 

i»         •  • 

2,749 

8,935 

1,859 

4.416 

Cases      . . 

3,757 

52,598 

4,709 

63,571 

Gum  ammoniac  and 

gulbanum 

n           •  • 

70 

490 

32 

384 

Intestines   .. 

i»           •■ 

647 

3,235 

713 

3,565 

Liquorice    .. 
Mohair 

Bale.     .. 

19,480 

17,532 

3,011 

1,505 

»               •  • 

1,676 

20,488 

814 

10,176 

Old  copper . . 

Bundles.. 

274 

1,920 

42 

1,680 

Opiutti 

Cases     .. 

46 

3,910 

168 

11,800 

Sice 

Bags      .. 
Pales      .. 

,, 

•  • 

79 

•       100 

Boots 

655 

1,310 

199 

398 

Seeds 

If        •  • 

, , 

, , 

344 

1,032 

Pari 

»        • ' 

, . 

.. 

600 

265 

Edra 

»»        • ' 

. . 

, , 

270 

140 

Sesame    .. 

Bags 
Bales      . 

3,828 

2,870 

4,028 

8,021 

Silk  goods  . . 

47 

2,350 

36 

2,500 

Skins  and  hides     . . 

II        • « 

8,682 

68,256 

5,007 

50,070 

Walnut  wood 

Pieces    . . 

339 

679 

266 

1,332 

Wheat 

Bags       .. 
Bales      .. 

, , 

, , 

4,569 

2,477 

Wool 

85,110 

244,938 

36,666 

226,863 

„    pickings 

»>        •« 

. . 

.. 

148 

329 

Other  articles 

•• 

2,150 

•• 

680 

Total 

• . 

575,264 

•  • 

486,691 
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List  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Baghdad  from  Europe 
during  the  Years  1900-01,  carried  by  the  Euphrates  and 
Tigris  Steam  Navigation  Company. 


1900. 

1901. 

Quantity. 

Valte. 

Quantity; 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Alcohol      .. 

•  • 

Carboys.. 

261 

891 

190 

266 

Candles 
Cloths— 
Cloth      ,. 

•  • 

Cases     .. 

8,396 

2«^48 

6.900 

8,640 

•  • 

Bales     .. 

77 

8j008 

160 

7,200 

Cotton     .. 

■ 

_  i»        •• 

10,649 

819;470 

12,600 

662,600 

Cases     .. 

736 

29,400 

e^ 

24,800 

Linen      . . 

•, 

»»        •• 

54 

2,700 

60 

2,000 

Bales     .. 

76 

1,900 

100 

2,600 

Piece-goods 

{ 

Cases     .. 

14,151 
671 

720.660 

24.786 

2i040 

790 

18»160 
480  ' 

W1,26Q 
16,909 

WooUens 

{ 

Bales     .. 

84 

14 

40 
20 

1,600 
600 

Co£Fee 

Bags      .. 

607 

1,821 

2,620 

7,660 

Earthenware 

Cases     .. 

99 

891 

76 

660 

Glassware  .. 

>»        •• 

1,893 

14L680 

660 

6,446 

Hardware  .. 

9>               •• 

239 

im 

80 

200 

Ironware     • . 

>l                •• 

284 

^068 

180 

890 

Leather       .. 

Bales     .. 

298 

6^960 

80 

1,760 

Liquors 

Cases     .. 

1,089 

1,608 

1,130 

1,626 

Machinery  .. 

„    and 

packages 

27 

640 

42 

106 

Matches      .. 

, , 

Cases     .. 

246 

1,080 

80 

820 

Medicine     • . 

,f        and  drugs 

Packages 

78 

816 

292 

4,424 

\       820 
J 

2,660 

Merchandise 

Cases     . . 

2,881 

88,686 

1,620 

82,40Q 

Bales     .. 

1,827 

68,946 

670 

17,100 

Metals- 

Brass       .. 

,, 

Packages 

69 

6,176 

70 

280 

Copper    •  • 

,, 

ft 

390 

6.600 

670 

6,700 

Iron 

,, 

Bundles 

2,862 

4,066 

4,400 

8,800 

„    nails.. 

,. 

Cases     .. 

614 

2,143 

740 

870 

Lead        .. 

Slabs     .. 

21 

48 

100 

200 

Tin 

•  • 

»i        •• 

800 

2,200 

280 

1,960 

Tin  plates 

,. 

Bundles 

661 

1,383 

490 

600 

Spelter    .. 

, , 

Slabs     .. 

20 

180 

10 

70 

Steel 

, , 

Bundles 

295 

296 

40 

80 

Paper 

,, 

Cases     .. 

288 

2,140 

120 

900 

Soap 

it        •  • 

640 

406 

260 

260 

Bags      .. 

1,072 

8,216 

280 

1,830 

Sugar 

»»        •• 

8,442 

6,884 

60 

100 

Cases     .. 

4,867 

8,028 

8,900 

6,826 

Thread        .; 

, , 

11        •• 

53 

1,720 

10 

100 

Twist 

•  • 

Bales     .. 

, , 

, , 

260 

3,760 

Window  glass 

•  • 

M               •• 

190 

162 

660 

660 

WhiU  lead . . 

•  • 

Casks    .. 

170 

314 

70 

70 

Tarns 

, , 

Bales     .. 

13 

234 

50 

90 

Other  articles 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

88,160 

•• 

62,000 

Total 

•• 

1,372,446 

•  • 

1,362,086 
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List  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Baghdad  from  India  daring 
the  Years  1900-01,  carried  by  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris 
Steam  Navigation  Company. 


Artidet. 

1900. 

1901. 

""^ 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Oaasia 

Bags       .. 

758 

1,691 

170 

382 

Coffee 

>»         •• 

1,014 

4,066 

260 

845 

Dry  limes   .. 

Bundles . . 

334 

2,004 

240 

1,200 

Ebony 

Pieces     .. 

.. 

•  • 

900 

1,350 

.  Food  grains 

Bags       .. 

804 

1,005 

200 

200 

Qinger        •  •         •• 

»»         •  • 

95 

475 

100 

300 

GKumies      •  • 

Bales     .. 

1,146 

8,895 

660 

4,«0 

Henna        ••         •• 

Baskets 

and  bags 

865 

1,070 

850 

1,700 

Indigo        •  •         •  • 

Oases      .« 

188 

9,400 

250 

13,126 

Merchandise           i 

Bales     .. 
Oases 

1,766 
809 

18.906 
8,568 

370 
220 

6,475 
3,300 

Pepper 

Bags      .. 

2,509 

8,020 

600 

3,000 

Soap 

»         •• 

.. 

., 

100 

100 

Spioes 

Oases 

238 

714 

10 

180 

Stationery  .. 

»>        •• 

,. 

,. 

10 

30 

Sugar 

Bftg.      .. 

3,968 

5,080 

800 

1,600 

Tamarind    .. 

>l                   •• 

559 

.^59 

, , 

, , 

Tea 

Cases      .. 

3,825 

34,425 

2,200 

1,100 

Teak-wood.. 

Planks   .. 

, 

*• 

150 

600 

Tobaooo      •. 

Bags     ... 

5,165 

12,^17 

7,700 

26,950 

Turmeric     .  • 

91                 •  • 

791 

1.592 

200 

600 

Other  artio.li* 

.  • 

•• 

8,892i 

•• 

9,000 

Total 

. . 

122,162 

•  • 

76,517 
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